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n Animals with
pscudorabies will be
sold at market price.

By ANNE FITZGERALD

*Nh USTER AGRINECSINGSS WRITER

The economi¢ crisis raglng
through the U.S. pork industry .
may have a silver lining, both
for the owners of hog herds.
plagued by a viral disease and
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for the: mdﬂ industry. -

US. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Dan Glicknén announded
Thursday the govemment will
buy out hogs afflicted with
pseudotabms which has

ngued the po:k mdustry for:
decades:

Undet lhd program, férmem

mth m tﬁ diseases”

purch

l&éﬂt
pdce. ,

emmem then

r: the cdreent market\ ' f

. animals

- 'would ahave the
slaughtered.

Eliminating the disease is
expected to open up some for-
eign markets to U8,
prodiicers.

Al Tank, executive director
of the Naﬂonal Pork: Produc-

¥ Counc:l in Clive. calléd the

‘pro “a three-for,” becayse

it. Gotjth #id U.S- hogs of the

A ix\c:‘e
and

cé the glut of

foreign ex-

meat on the market.

In addition, Glickman an-
nounced a- moratorivm on
UISDA credit lending for farm-
ers wanling (o build additional

hog production facilities, call-

ing it “an impoytant signal to
the market and lenders” that
the government was serious
about slowing growth in the

.suprply of hogqbn the market. .
Mike Punh; 2 Keoluk native

who s unéersecretary of

e

P

a“s“e“aiiing] of

agriculture for marketing and
regulatory programs,-said thé
pseudorabies indemnification
program could cost as much as
$85 million.

Jowa, the nation's No. 1
pork-producing state, had
more U.S. hogs afflicted with
pseudorabies than any other
state, he and others said.

Glickman announced the
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Continued from Puge 1A

‘buyout in-a radio broadcast outlin-

ing his department's efforts to ease

- the growing ﬁmncial crisis facing
_hog farmers.

“ The new prognmmllaccelemea X
national pseudorabies eradication .

program established in 1980. At that
time, the disease was found in 30
percent of lowa's hog herds and cost
lowa pork produ-:ers an estimated
$20 million in losses annually.

The state-federal campaign to

_eradicate -the disease has reduced

those numbers, but it still is a major
problem for the mdusuy officials
said.

L7 Mmlon Anlmals

"In all, 1.7 million animals in 1,291
U.S. hog herds have the disease. In

‘lowa, 480,320 hogs in 632 herds have

the disease, or more than 28 percent

of all U.S. hogs under pseudorabies °
- quarantine and 49 percent of the na-

tion's herds, according to govem-
ment records.

Participation in the voluntary pm- :
- gram would take disezsed animals

off the hands of farmers and put
money in thelr pockets, government

Dan Glickman
i annoupced
the buyout in
a radio
g broadcast.

and industry officials sa.id Aitefna—

tively, farmers whose hogs have the
disease can administer vaccines to
eradicate it, but that is a costly and
time-consuming opuon

It may take six months for the-

government to buy the diseased
herds, Dunn sald. By contrast, using

* vaccination to eradicate the disease

would require another two years, he

sald

Officials also said the buyout pro-
gram could open the way for certifi-
cation of U.S. pork as being free of

- pseudorabies. In turn, that would

boost pork exports and help clear
the price-depressing supply of pork
that has plugged the pipeline from
farm to market this year.

Dunn called the program ®a fan-

tastic opportunity” to rid the U.S.
hog herd of the disease, while also:

opening more markets for U.S. pork -

exports. W}ule,cmuming just a

- small portion of all pork produced

here, pork exports have grown dra-

matically in recent years.. Aside from
this year's setbacks due to financial
.woes in such markets as Asia and

Russia, exports continue to be a
bright star for the pork mdustry

~ Challenges Remain

The industry still faces enormous
challenges in the months ahead, in-

‘cluding what to do about the in-
crease in imports of Canadian hogs.

Shipments from Canada are up 37
percent this year over last, further
depreasing U.S. pork prices, Ta’nk
said.

" “That is a huge issue, and we have
got to find a way to address it," he
said.- Pseudorabies is a herpes virus
that spreads from pig to pig through
the air and by physical contact. It

cannot be contracted by humans, .

and meat harvested from infected

‘hogs is not harmful to human health.

. But the disease can be {atai to
hogs. Young pigs are particularly
susceptible, according to experts. -
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ERRYDALE,
Jre. - Btudenta
niled toilet paper

all over the front .

itep ot their -
‘rydalo, then

gide to celsbrate. '
. wion wasa woll de- -

1ale students had
imwmental amount
- usshold goods, in-
rous packages of
wnd Charmin bath-
r the needy.
'r was one of the
- after items for
«cliday donation
suntainous stack

'm# rising up out--

ol was raminin-
ary 8tors atock
. .of apples and
es of frenh water-
.nix, green beana,
sanut butter and
u and cheese,
- 8 and rutabsgas
- 1 the front atep.
7. a week before
* ve, studenta be-
abling the pile

. it to food banks.

8 will recaive
-Jonations direct-
ren won't be left
.. ‘8 collected $1,290
- in drive, and the
"t change will pay
oungstaers. Stu-
K-12 school also
‘e of donated
listribution.
ne pretty good,”
wn Brandon Atha.
school, we pot a

COIN DRIVE — Instructor Dan

Dugan helps gather $1,290 In

coins that atudenis contributed to
buy toys far neady children.

Pretty much everybody in the'

achool brought something.”
The holiday spirit tran-

. acended cliques or clubs.

While the 310 students in

- the rural Perrydale school

district west of Salem ars

‘predominately farm kids,
.studenta etressed that the

donation drive was & school-
wide effort, not limited to B

"FFA atudents

The food and clothing drive
started last year when 10th
grade teacher Dan Dugan chal-

longed Kirk Hutchinson's
freshman ag clasa ta a conteat.

They assigned pointa to respec-
tive articles of clothing and for
pounds of food. The class with

. the most pointas would win.

.. The food and clothing dri-
-ves, completed in two weeka,

- V' » w | V' "V ,‘"r» J _

atartod ’I'hu! year, students

- rvetained tho competitive spirit
while agrin. remembering the

true purpoes of their drive.
. “We want to help peapla”

' said Tracy Neal, sophomore

cless president and FFA sen-
tinel. “As much as we want to
bent sach other, it's all to
holp people.” ‘
Croativity made ;ha axpert-
ance fun. Students called their
coin drive the “copper-silver,”

" and.under the rules, pennios -

were deamed “good” while silver
coing were deamed “bad.” The

- ‘result was students trying to

dump as many of their nicksls,
dimes and quarters in othar
classes’ jars while hording pen-
nies in their own containars.

stressed self-reliance and ini-

-tiative. Studonts approached

farmers and grocors directly .
‘for donations. Bome evon
contacted the toilet papor
makars and received free’
packages of bathroom tissue.
Hutchiason, who sorves as

. FFA coordinator at the

school, said he incorporated
FFA principles into his talks

~ about the effort.

" . *“I want kida to loarn ser-

" vice to their community is

important,” he said. *This is

“real teamwork. Thia i is toam- |
" work put into action.” ‘

Bometimea the lesaons
came in unorthodox fashion.
“We just did a unit on ag
ealos, and I told them calling .
up a person and asking for

o e n ol e . AT -

——~-~?— — d-money-The——-..—- Hutchinson’s freshmen-- — —toilet-paper-is what- ag sales——
‘ ‘a got good kxda won, and & tradman was is all about.” .
¥ y -
S ———— —r v

INever balure ave U3, pork pro-
ducera exporienced such a devas-
tating economic state,” gsaid NPPC
president Donna Raifuchneider.

‘The Farm Burocau presidents
wrate to Glickman that without
immediate action, “the entire
atructure of the mduatry will be
irreparably damaged.”

. QGlickman said the $50 million gov- -
amment pork purchase would be ax-

pedited to provide immediate relief,

* including a $8.1 millian purchase of
- 4 million pounds last week. :

Government

buys pork

to boost prices

" WASHINGTON (AP) — The

" government is buying $16 million

worth of pork to boost segging hog

| prices and keep food banks from . -

runping out of meat dunnﬁ the
holiday season.

The purchase will make up to
50 million pounds of pork avail-

" able to the poor.

“Traditionally many of Amarica’s
food banks face food shortages dur-

ing this time of year,” Agxiculture »
Bacretary Dan Glickman said.

Pricea for hoge are at their low-
est prices.in moro than 40 yoars
because of an oversupply. Laat
week, Glickman formed a park cri-

" ais task force that would maka rec-

ammsndations to halp the industyy.

On Monday, he mst privately with

" separate groups of meatpackers,
retailers and farmers.

Lest month, Qlickman an.
nounced the purchase of $50 million
in park far food agsistance programs.’
The latest purchase was welcome,
- -buat it doesnt po fiar enoughi, anid Bteve- —
Cahen, a apokesman for the National
Pork Producars Council.

- » -
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- ND ameriCorps, Bgt 0711 Amer1Corps Progtam Helps Students with College Hone»
Experience - ,
_ " MINOT, N.D. (AP) . Kelly Bosch and Jessica Krumwiede both were look1ng fora aavn
- to finance their college educations. They found it in a relatively new program similar

‘to the.Peace Corps, and their experience is pavlng off in more ways than just

nanc1a11v , .

) “Bosch and Krumwlede both of Devils Lake, signed up fof AmeriCorps a natlonal
service program started by President Clinton in 1994. Bosch is in his first vear of
service, - ‘Krumwiede in. her second. Thev don't regret postpon1ng thezt educatlons ro work
for the U.S. Department of Agrlculture \

“It's-a worthy project I reallv believe Ln e, Bosch said. TIt's good-for
the experience and the scholarship. '’ - s
" Those who complete 1,700 hours of communlty work -during nine months in the
program earn a $4,725 grant .said Jayv Mar, manager of the Natural Resource Conserxatxew

Service lLake Agassiz Reg1onal Council ‘in Fargo Mar is directing the Amer1Corps projecr -

in North Dakota this vear. ;
"~ The grant can be used to pay tuition or to pay off student loans. [~

Bosch, 19, and Krumwiede, 21, are two of five people in North Dakota work1ng in
Aameriforps this year. Mar sald they all want to go back to school but can't afford to.
without some help. . [

In North Dakota, ameriCorps is run through the conservation service. The
program's main objective this year is to increase awareness in rural communities and on
. farms part1cularly in the southeastern part of the state of the need for Stotectlﬁg
ground and surface water from contamination. . I ‘

- That involves identifying potential sources of contam1nat10n both on farms ard in
towns, and documenting those sources, Krumwiede said. . ‘ o

-""We put all that on-a map, in case there was ever an accident,'' she sa1d " "The

town would then come up with a plan of what they would do in that situation.'"
. Identifying possible sources of contamination means a lot of knocklng on doors
and asklng questions, Bosch said. . ?
*A lot is with farmers, and I can relate there,’'' said Bosch, who grew up on a
..m. “That helps. If a vehicle with government plates pulls up, you never know what
farmers will think. So it's nice to be able to relate.
~ The Ameerorps members are also helping ranchers in the southeastern part of the
state implement propar grazing management plans. They're doing that by sponson1ng
“workshops and by doing inventories of field plant species for ranchers. ;
" Communities also can request the AmeriCorps workers for a local ptogect.‘Nar
said. o : o ‘ T B
"These are services that are not offered by anyone'elée, ' he said, "There‘s
kind of a void, and that's where Amer1Corps comes in and provides ass1stance And the
beauty of the program is ... AmeriCorps’ does not charge the community.

For example, this yeat the AmeriCorps workers, who often work sepatatelx, teamed
up to shore up the banks of the Turtle River in Grand Forks County using a method
called blceng1neet1ng The workers used willow cutt1ngs and old evergreens to !shore up
. the bank. s
" The Amethotps team will llkely be undertakxng a s1m11ar progect on Brekken Lake
*in Mclean County late next spring, Mar said. ‘ )

'~ For Bosch and Krumwiede, thexr experience w;th Amer;Corps has been nothing but
benef1c1a1 : ,
“It's given me confidence in myself and g1ven me a great 1earn1ng experxence
said Krumwiede, who works out of the conservation service office in Fargo : And the
. college scholarship will help immensely.'' .
Krumwiede is planning to attend the Un1verszty of North Dakota after her time
"with AmeriCorps ends next August. She’'s considering majoring in anthropology.
‘Bosch, who works out of the conservation service office in Wahpeton and|plans to
.**end +he North Dakota State School of Science 1n Hahpeton, said’ he would llke to work
years in AmeriCorps. ‘ .
. “It's real »nrerest1ng work,'' he sazd ‘I'm gettxng a lot of experxence “and
the scholarship does help a lot. It wlll help out with college, and it'll 1ook reaL
good on a resume. . - c

chyright (c) 1995 The Assocxated Press Received by VeesEDGE/LAN 12!10/95 3‘ c
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Bumget bat1t|e haﬂts funds
~for AmeriCorps pmgram

Forest Service awaits

actton by |awmakers

8y PAUL FMIT!O
of the Mail Tribune.

A pile of appllcadom for the AmenCorps

program in the Rogue River National Forest

~ is gathering dust.

Funding for the U.S. Forest Service's part
of the program, which was slated to begin its
second year last fall, has not yet been ap-
rmved because of the budget battle in Wash-

. ington, D.C., sald Mindy Martin, forest coor-
dinator for the program.

“I have so many people calling me, some on. ‘

-a weekly basis, to find out what's going on,”
she said, noting that about 130 applications

- have been recexved “It's really frustrating,”
; she added.

. After 31 AmeriCorps members based in
' the Rogue River forest finished a 10-month

" tour late last summer, applications were ta--

. ken for another group slated to begm work

‘ " early last November.

- last week by Congress. T

- of the

g?a n {n the national service progam.
ch depends on passage of an Interior De-
partment appmpdnﬁons bill, was never ap-
proved. Instead, the Forest Service is de-
pending on a contin resolution pmed

ttemporary
mSexpiruJan 28,

onal leaders, vowm: to reduce

feder n:\.lxﬁf. have questioned the merits

onin funding for the 20,000-

member national service corps during its first

year. President Clinton has xupported em
panding the program. I

Yet there 15 still time for a stx-mont.h pro-

gram this year, Martin said.

“Right now, we're looking at convertlng

from full time,” she said. “We're still waiting -

for the go-ahead to start ln mid- March or
early April."

Because of the shortened work peﬁod, the.

expected $7,500 pay and educational voucher -
of $4,725 for college or trade school would be
reduced accordingly, she said. !

AmeriCorps participants must be J.Mo 23
years old. Last year they worked out of the
old Star Gulch fadlity ofthe Applegate Rang- .

But mnding for the Forest Servlces par-

i\‘

Amehcorps

from Page 1A

er District.
Forest oﬁ’xcials credited last
year’s group with completing

more than 280 mlles of trail main-

tenance, more than 2,000 acres of
forestry work as well .as bullding
erosion control projects, cleaning
 up after forest fires and working
. nvarious construction projects..

They also participated in com-

munity projects in Butte Fallsand

?rospect renovatmg commumty

' buxldings

<

see memoom gage A

e

installing sidewalks
and bullding an arboretum.
“We want the program but time

is slipping away,” said Drinda

Lombardi,- program coordinator
for thé Forest Service program in

-tha Pacific¢ Northwest.

' “We're still caught in budget
uncertainty,” she sald. “I don't

. know what's going to happen at

this point.”

The Rogue River forest pro-
gram represents nearly half the

agency's AmeriCorps 70—member
program in Oregon and Washlng |
ton, she saxd’ .

In additlon to the prograzr
based in the Rogue River forest
there is one in the Olympic Na.
tional Forest in Washington state
and a smaller one in the Columhic
River gm-gei

-
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Panel to s{udv competitina.in maar packer induscry

Bs Eddie Evans : ‘

WASHINGTON, Feb 16 (Rnure ) o- «grtrulrnra Snrrptdr\
.o kednesdav to probe the meat packer industry,
of big companies was inconsistent wirh full (nmpe?xrxon

Glickman said the panel would report back by Juna 7 after mak'nv a furrher <to

ot farmer complaints that packers pav luw pricres even though megat prlces,are
supetmarkets. "~ "1 have heard more <oncutns about concentration in )
aygrieculture than. just about anv nther issue. Prnsident fliaton
prtoducers rhat we rakp these’ ﬂoncorns sar1ou51\
conferance. .

The reporr qald the Eout lar"est packers -- IBP Inc I[BP.X>, Conagra [nc
Cargill Tnc and Farmland Industries Inc -- had grown to control 82 percent:
and heifer slaughter in 1994 from 72 percent in 1990 and 136 percent in’ 1980

"Conduct in rhe red meat packing industry is not consisrtent with oerferr

and [ wanr »

3
Glickman said at a news i
\
l
i
i

Dan Glickman ser upl .
after a report »axd the 3“3[L

C

Do

IRTEC T
P e ¢

hivh

|-

competition,” the seven- Paft report by unzvers1t1es and the \grxculture Dpoartmont

saxd

i
. The study found no wrongdo ng bx ‘the Lndustrv

!

Giickman said he was settxng up the panel of preducers, business rppresanra?‘\~~

and academics bacauso the >tudv was 1nconclu51\e and did not answer
roncerns.

He said he uxpected the odnel to call for meat packers to open up thulr

karmers}
|
|
[

price~setting mechanisms to government scrutiny, a p031t10n supported by eralll

|

"we're all for having a transparent market.and would look 4
forward to 1t," said ﬂark Klein, a spokesman for Cargill's meat - |

- But the American Meat Institute, an industry group, said
oversupply of cattle, hogs and poultry was the only reason farm 1
ices were low. o
"Given the overwhelming @v1denue that 1ndustrv structure is . 1
r tn hlame for low livesftock prices, AMI questions the need i
For VQt another review,” AMI President Patrick Bovle said. |
. |

oueaklng from South Dakota, Senate Minority Leader Tom

Caschla said he hoped bllckman s advisory commlttee would lead
tu «hanges.

"Something's wrong in a svstem where packers make huge
priofits and producers take a hit," Daschle said.

Glickman said he had asKked \ttorney General Janet Reno to
Ke2p the meat industry’ under review for possible

Glickman also described the Pagkers .and Stockvards Act. as A
“mini anti-trust law" and promlsed to use 1t v1gorousl\ agalnst

REUTER

{
unfair pricing. . , , b
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USDA study finds no wrongdoxng by meat packers

WASHINGTON, Feb 14 (Reuter) - A U.S. Department of Agrxcultureisrud» into
meat industry concentration found no evidence of wrongdoing by moat _packers.
The study said that, on balance, conduct in the industry was not

consistent with perfect competition and recommended cont;nued mon1tor1ng and
corrective action where necessary. ,

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman also announced the format1on of an
advxsory committee to address the issue further, including whether new laws
were needed to allow more data about the industry to be collected.

‘Glickman said the study xndxcated that concanttat1on creates the potontxax
for impeding competition.

e stressed that it represented only a one-year snapshot -—Apr11 1992
through March 1993 -- of a dynamic industry. |
"The study does not definitively answer the questions and concerns of

producers and others about the potential effect of concentratxon ini
agriculture,” Glickman said.

The advisory comm1ttee would pxck up where the study left off, he said.
"This. past year I have heard more concerns about concentration fn 4
agt1cu1ture than just.about any other issue. President Clinton and [j want to
assure producers that we take these concerns seriously,” Glickman added 3
" The study 1nc1uded 'sixX reports by various un1vetsxtzes and one by the

USDA.

The study, which was reviewed by an Lntetagency group xncludlng the
Department of Justice, examined cattle procurement, the effects of { ’
concentration on prices paid for cattle, price determination in slaughter
cattle procurement and the role of captive supplies in beef packing.

It also examxned vertical coordination in hog productlon and hog{
procurement in the eastern corn belt.

The 21- -member advisory panel ‘includes exght beef, hog. poultry and sheep
. farmers; seven representatives of agtxhu51ness rail, retail and rural

interests; three economists; and representatives froa the state governmpnts of
North Carolina, Iowa and Minnesota. .

[t will be chaired by Dan Padberg, recently retz;ed ptofessor-andghead of
‘agricultural economics at Texas A&M University, Glickman said. i
' The first meeting will be February 27 in Washington. "
The panel will review the study and will examine application of the '
Packers and Stockyards Act and the role of USDA's price teportxng systems
lending and research.

It will also examine 1£ USDA can or should do more for small opetat;ons to
assxst competition.

© .-- Eddie Evans (202) 898- 8«89 o . o - 1
REUTER . S . :
Rtr 12:43 02-14-96 . S 1
- Copyright (c) 1996 Reuters o o o
,~Rece1ved by NewsEDGE/LAN 2/14/96 12:43 PH
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: (Adds detall from report ndustry and analyst comment
throuqhout ) , o o - . . }

, a Washington, Feb..l4 (Eloomberg) - Agriculture Secretary Dan(j(
- Glickman appointed a panel to find out whether large meatpackers
use their market power to hold down prices for cattle and hogs.
o - Glickman named the 2l1-member panel today after a $500, 000 USDA
- study . failed to come up with evidence that large companlesz :
manipulate prices. Glickman said the study doesn’t go far enough.
In releasing an 85~-page report on the study, Glickman éald it
‘‘does not definitively answer the questions and concerns of .
producers and others about the potent1a1 effect of concentratxon in
agriculture.’’
‘ Glickman did not attempt to revxse the study, whlch was .
already well underway when he 1nher1ted 1t after takxng offlce in
early 1995. :
- The. report, compxled by researchers from the USDA‘s Economlc
' Research Service and several major universities, said the study
- ''did not determine definitively whether large firms use market
power to affect prices paid for cattle nationwide.’’ The study did
find that increased concentration in the meatpacking industry ‘
‘‘creates the potential for impeding competition." '
: The study, commissioned by Congress in 1992, merely provxdes
a ‘‘snapshot’’ of conditions between April 1992 and Apr11 1993
Glickman said. Because market conditions have changed since| the
study was done, it is of more “historical" than practical use, he
said. - ' :
. The advxsory panel whlch 1ncludes exght livestock farmers and '
_two officials from big meatpacking companies, will give .the USDA
' ‘‘a more balanced view’’ from people with a practical knowledge of
the “industry, he said. :
The world’s largest packer, IBP Inc., dismissed Gllckman s
jconcerns.
-~ Glickman’ s “clalm the report suffered from ‘data and .l
methodological problems’ ’’/ seems almost absurd,’’ said IBP in a
statement. ‘‘Given the need for increased efficlency, expanded
exports and more product convenience, what everyone should be
pondering is how the beef industry can be more competitive wlth
~other protexns, not who should be big and who should be small ’e
‘ Previous studies have shown no evidence of price nanipulation,
_and further research isn’t likely to turn up anything new, said
David Nelson, industry analyst with Natwest Securities in New York.
‘ ‘‘The USDA is a toothless tiger on this issue,’’ he Sald.! A ¢
see it as a political issue, rather than anything the government
wzll take action on. i : . o

X T 1
Antitrust Issues i
l
, The vaestock xndustry is the largest segment of U S.. |
agriculture, with farmers receiving $85 billion a year for thelr S
cattle, hogs, sheep and other llvestock.,‘ .
' The three largest U.S. meatpacking conpanies control - |
81 percent of the slaughter capacity, Glickman said. They are
. Dakota City, Nebraska-based IBP; Monfort Inc., of Greeley, c

|
]
|
Colorado, owned by Conagra Inc.; and Excel COrp. of Wichita, {
Kansas owned by Carglll Inc.. v : |
« R : :

|

|-
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' National Beef- Packlng Co. of Kansas C1TY, Missvuce, -. f
by Farmland Industries, the biggest U.S. cooperatlve, is the ;
fourth-largest U.S. meatpacker.
Officials from Farmland and Excel are on the adVLSory panel
Glickman said he’s talked to Attorney General Janet Reno: and
to Anne Bingaman, who heads the Justice Department’s antltrust
division, about concentration in meatpacking.
‘ Whlle he hasn’t ‘‘specifically’’ asked the Justice Department
to look into the 1ssue, he said, ‘‘we have told them it’s a matter
.0of high interest in farm country.'{ USDA officials will work with
Justice officials 1n evaluating the panel’s recommendatlons,;he
said. ' N
Glxckman ‘'says the dominance of the b1g four packers meahs
ranchers and feedlot operators are limited in the ‘‘choices to
sell their cows and what prices they get.’’ And rapid consolldatlon
. in other industries, he noted today, has led to ‘‘a lot of i.»
~ efficiency and a lot of job losses.’’ o
Glickman said the review panel would gather evidence of market
“concentration wherever it affects agriculture, including ;
pconcentratlon in the railroad, hog and poultry industries. He asked
the review panel to report flndinqs and recommendations by June 7.
The panel also will examine, among other questlons, whether

meatpackers should disclose more frequently the prices they pay to

livestock producers, and whether so-called ‘‘captive supplies’’
depress prices. Packers lock up ‘‘captive supplies’’ of cattle
under short-term contracts that allow them to buy feedlot cattle
before taking delivery, effectively taking them off the market.
The panel’s first hearing will be held in Washington 6n Feb.
'27. Other meetings will be held at as~yet-undeterm1ned locatlons
around the country. :

_ : . i
Supplies Up, Prices Down o f
f

The commlssxon begins Lts work as meat supplies’ arq at
all-time highs, while ‘cattle prices are slumping.

‘ Live cattle prices dipped to a five-year low of 59. 1.cents a
pound on May 10, 1995. Prices of younger, feeder cattle ready for
fattening in feedlots reached a five-year low of 56.375 cents a
‘pound on Jan. 30. Feeder cattle closed today at 56.95 cents a
‘pound, down 1.5 cent at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange. L1ve
cattle for April delivery closed down 1.375 cents at 63. 45 cents.

Some farmers and ranchers, who say declining prices can't be
‘explained by market forces of supply and demand alone, blame
meatpackers’ influence in the market.

‘“I’m not sure what (the government) ought to do," sald Dean‘

Kleckner, president of the American Farm Bureau Federatxon. the
largest U.5. general farm group. ‘‘Even farmers and cattle feeders
disagree on what they think the solution is.’’

Besides the eight farmers and two neatpacking officials, the

' advisory panel alsc includes Mark Drabenstott, vice presxdent of
the Federal Reserve Bank in Kansas City; Burlington Northern-Santa
Fe Railroad Vice President Phil Weaver, Iowa AgriculturevSecretary

.Dale Cochran, Minnesota Asslstant.Attorney General Paul Strandberg,‘

-and Purdue University economics professor Mike Boehl je. |
Glickman said he wants the panel to answer other duestions,
- such as ‘‘are people being hurt’‘’ by big meatpackers, and ‘‘are
certain people gettlng uorse prices than other people are
getting?’’

Glickman added'r“Are we qolng to have all the answers by June

7?2 I don’t know. I doubt it.’’ . . ‘[

Lo
~-=- Roger Runnlnqen and Nora Macaluso at the Aquculture,Department
/an2Y §24-1857/mfr ‘ , ‘ o '

f
,,.



http:talked.to

i
i

|

KNI SHT~ RIDDER MonevCentcr News #18247 Received at 3 12P on 14-—Feb-96

KRF> CONGRESS PAILY: Glackman unveils panel to probe moat packung t

From the National Journal ‘ i

: wash:ngton-—Feb 14--Stepping into what may be a hot toplc in.thi
" vyear’s presidential and congressional eiections in rural areas,

‘iculture Secretary Glickman and Senate Minority Leader Daschle

Jay released the Agriculture Department’s report on concentratsoﬁ
in the red meat packing industry and announced the formation of a |
USDA Advisory Commnttee on - Agr:cultural Concentration to report to.
Glickman by June 7 on what actions his department should take. Thei
$500,000 study, mandated by Congress in 199! and conducted by j
unlversity researchers, showed three firms accounted for 81/ of steer'
-and heifer slaughter between April 1992 and March 1993, the period of
the study. But Glickman said the section of the study that examxned
whether large firms exercise market power to drive down pruces D&‘d
to cattle producers sufiered from data and methodolcgscal problemi *
8O no concluseons could be reached.

The study alsoc showed contracting arrangements between large hog
operations and packers are expanding, but failed to come to any b
'Kconclusnons about their effects on smaller, independent producers.i '
The makeup of the advisory committee’s leadership and Glickman’s i
statements today demonstrated the power the issue is believed to have
in this fall‘s elections. Glickman chose as advisory committee -
chairman Dan Padberg, a recently retired Texas A&M professor who
served in the Johnson administration, and as co-chairmen Herman i
Schumacher, owner of the Herreid Livestock Market in South Dakota, |
and Marty Strange, director of the Walthill, Neb. -based Center for
Rural Affairs, a research and advocacy group for amall farmers.
Speaking from a livestock auction in Sturgis, S.D., Daschle said
there is “something wrong in the system” when packers are showing
r rd profits while beef prices are at a low point. Rep. Tim 7
e son, D-S.0., has questioned whether the period of the study is |
dated since livestock prices have fallon.' End ’

0
i
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WACB ‘ ‘Wednesday, 14 February 1996 14‘-22416
T3:57 14 Feb USDA urges Justlce Dapt to review maat industry :
~ WASHINGTON, Feb 14 (Reuter) - Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman said he had urged Attorney
General Janet Reno to keep the U.S. meat industry under rewew for possuble anti-competitive \ »
practices. .
~ Glickman said he had spoken with Reno and other Just:ce Depanment officials and told them that
the industry "should be (under) their review.” r
However, he said he had not specifically asked Justice to take any particular action. Glickman was
speakmg at a news confarence at which he released a USDA study on concentration in the industry.
“The report concluded there was no evidence of wrongdoing by meat packers, but said that :
concentration was affecting competition in the industry. i
Asked whether the government should break up iarge, concentrated enterpnses that dommate the
market, Glickman said that was a policy matter for the Clinton administration as a whoia, not ;ust the
Agriculture Department. .
He said agribusiness would be subject to the sama scrutiny as every other industry, and sand there
. would have to be evidence of wrongdomg as weil as market dommatuon before any action w331
considered. - ]
. Glickman aiso said he considered the Packers and Stockyards Act to be a "mini anti-trust law,
* giving USDA authority to act against unfair practices and uncompetitive pncnng B
"We will continue to vigorously enforce that statute,” he said.. - !
He added that an advisory panel -- which he announced at the same naws conference -- would
“push along" the concentration issue and help USDA focus its thinking.
“. =<et a June 7 deadline for the panel to present its findings, but hinted that the mdustry would
rt . under review beyond that date, saying the panel wouid be unable to reach final conclusions in
Su.-.-4 Short time. *
: Glickman said he expected one of the panel's recommendauons would be for wnder authontyl for
" . the government to gather industry data. B _ S i
Eddna Evans 202-898-8489 : ‘ :
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KRF)>. USDA urges monltorzng meat packang lndustry consoladatnon;
Knight-Ridder .
Washington~=Feb 14-—A long-awatted USDA roport today callod for

4urthor monitoring and- ‘analysis of the trend toward increased | \

consol:datlon of the US meat-packing andustry and suggested the»US

‘take “corrective action when necessary,"”

In a pross conference, USDA Secretary Dan Gluckman said tho
report gives *a one~year snapshot* of the US meat packing lndustry.

-but "does not provide definitive answers” about many of the cancornsv
surroundlng increased concentration. Moro

x
)

1 v

USDA noted in its report that concentration in the meat-pack:ng
rndustry has "increased sharply in recent years. For ox;mplo, tho
4 largest packers accountod for 82/% of steer and heifer slaughter in
. 1994, versus only 724 in 1990 and 34%. in 1980." :
To address concerns over increased concentration in the undustrr
and other parts of agr:culture, Glickman also announced the formatnon
of new USDA advigsory committee to review the evidence of

' concentration in agriculture. . ' |

- That panel will have its first mootlng Fob 27 and 61 ickman sa:d
he has askod the group. to have recommendations ready by Jun 7. More

*as 1’ve traveled around the country this past vear, | hau.lheardf
more concern about the issue of concontratson in ;griculturc than any
other issue,” Glickman said.

But while the report released todar "does confirm that thoro s
; concontratton in the red meat-packing industry,” it does not make a

clear cut case that that is either good or bad, he said. {
A .project examining "whether large firms exercise market powor
to drive down prices paid to cattle producers suyffered from data and
methodological problems. It did not come to a dofnnstsuo conclusnon
~regarding this critical issue," Glickman said. L
- USDA will continue to study and monitor the issue, ho said. UQ
‘annot and we will not allow any unfair trade practices in tho moat
.ndustry,” he said. More
The 21-member advisory committee wull include producors,
economists, emplorees of agricul ture business and railrcads and other
- representatives of the agriculture community,® Glickman sand. |

~ In addition to makKing recommendations, it will serve as a pub!:c
forum® for producer and industry groups to dascuss the issue of |
concentration in 3 or 4 meetings held around tho country over :
the next several months, he said. i

. "Our concern has to be more than worrrung about tho of{ncsoncy of
the market. A monopoly can be very efficient and offer very few |
opportunities for price competition,” Glickman said. *Farmers,
ranchers, producers, processors. and consumers domand that those
choices be available,” he said. End

By Doug Palmer, Knight—-Ridder Fungnccal News

Tel: (202) 383-6178 ‘
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‘catQACkﬁrS 1890
OMM1s8s1on to Loank ar Weatpacker hﬁncentrdtlun

Theré is no clear proof ‘that rhe rup fuur

WASHINGTON (AP)
arﬁordlng to an-

reatpackers control hog and cattle prices,

griculture Department report released Wednesday.
Sti1ll, Agriculture Secretaryv Dan Glickman pledged he would . bl K

effcrt by a few slaughterhouses fo underpayv farmers and
ers. He also appointed a 2l-member committee of farmers, !
& ,mlsts. meat packers and others to take 4 doappr look at o
oncentration in livestock. ' oo
. Livestock is the largest segment of the farm erunumy accounting'
. or more than 3$50 billion in farm-level sales ‘a vear. T
. A huge slump in cattle prices and the rapid growth of huge !
‘orporate hog farms has angered ranchers, small-feed lot operatnrs ‘
nd farmers throughout the West, Midwest and Plains states. As a !
. esult, the issue has become fndder for the 1986 cnngressional and |
i
|
[

n '\ N

residential electiuns

" Limited in the C1me perlod it coverod the gongreSSLonalls
equired study left unanswered the Key questlnn whether the big
[Acking companies have endugh clout to move prices.

The $500,000 report bv unlverqlty and department researchers had
records. It also examined the use af !

‘nusual access to the packers’
- 'captive supply'' agreements by which the packers bargain over
yrices. 14 days or more ahead of slaughter ‘rather than buving on

rash markets.

~ The new committee, klth less than 350,000 to spend ané hardly

‘hree months to do its job, will look at the report and other dara
A Key goal will be to see whether changes 1n

‘rom the department.
"Jow the industry does business have distorted the pricing and

"varket information that farmers and ranchers rely on. o

Glickman also promxsed he would police the market, telling
reporters, ‘We cannot ‘and will not allow any unfair trade

:ractices in the meat industry.’'' Senate Minority Leader Tom
‘aschle, D-S.D., joined the news conference by telephcne from a
sivestock auctlon barn in Sturgis, S.D. ’

Although shoppers are paving less for meat bevause of blg 1
sv-~lies, Daschle said the proflts are going to packers rather than
: ‘rs.

‘he government has watched meatpacker concerntration closely f
-hroughout the century. Five companies controlled production in the
:arly 1900s. The number grew after a Federal Trade Commission {
n\est1gat10n and passage of the Packers and Stockvards Act of A

1921,
o Control has again narrowed The departmenc savs the four larg
>ackers slaughtered 82 percent of the animals in 1994, compared

~ith 36 percent in 1980.

: ‘The top companies are IBP Inc. of Dakota Clty. Neb.; Montfort
. [nc., of Greeley, Colo., owned by ConAgra Inc.; Excel Corp. of '?
~ichita, Kan., owned bg Cargill; and National Beef Packing Co of
sidiary of Farmland Foods. oo

~ansas City, Mo., a su

In 1991, Congress told the Grain Inspection, Packers and .
‘arocgvards Admlnlstxatlon to do the study and set aside $500,000 |
for : : .
LE VY -02-14-96 1612LST o S | | :
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‘NE Weatpackors 0681
Commission to Look at, Weatpackar Poncenrratlon

wednesday Pﬂs. VO plckup
aaart? L

By ROBERT GREENE-

AP Farm Writer= D : ‘ : ;

WASHINGTON (AP) A few commitree w111 1ook at uhether tho dhlndllno numbar f
companies that buy and slaughter livestock poses a threat to the lxvelxhood af
ranchers and independent fatmers. » :

But the committee, announced Wednesday by Agriculture aecretary Dan ”11ckmdn
will have little time or money to do more. than hold a few hearlngs thar ulll call
‘-attontlon to the issue.

Rep. Bill Barrett, R‘Neb.; Applauded Gl1ckman s dec151on to form an 4dv1sorr
commxttee - : i :

411 Nebraskans need to be concerned about the cattle pr1ces that arvafall ng
through the floor,'' Barrett said. “"I'm -
~encouraged that Secretary Glickman has moved so quxckly to establlsh thls rommx o
. 50 ue can address these concerns and 1et producers know they re not Eallzng on 191
ears.

Jeff Pribbeno, pr951dent of Vebraska Cattlemen also pralsed Glickman. |"The
fact that a report from the group is due June 7 1nd1cates today's study wxll provide
a valuable base for looking at market practices that have caused so much concern."'
" Pribbeno said. Glickman announced the 2l-member panel at a news conference :
.where he also released a study ordered by Congress examining the concentrat1on of
-the meatpacking industry within a few big companies. [ :

‘Although the report concluded that four companies control more than 80 percent

of the cattle slaughter,. its authors could not measure whether the big meatpackers
can influence prices. :

} A slump in cattle prices and the rap1d growth of huge ccrporate hog farms have
angered ranchers, small-feed lot operators and farmers throughout the West, Midwest
and \Plains states. As a result, the issue has bacome fodder for the 1996 E-

vcongresslonal and presidential elections. |

'So far, shoppers have benefited from low meat prices. The best that tﬂe farmers
~can argue is that prices would be even lower if packers didn't make so much money.
Packers sayv the high volume of slaughter drove their prof1ts ‘last year. ;

The committee will take a broader look at concentration, including. theigrowing
use of farmers who raise poultry on contract Hlth food compan1es. and the meact of
‘railroad cancentration on shipping costs. i

But Glxckman told reporters his main concern was whether everybody gets the same
~ treatment. “Are people being hurt?'' he said. Ate certain ‘people gett1ng worse
prices than other people are getting?'' :

.The department filed a complaint last August against the largest packer. IBP
Inc. of Dakota City, Neb., alleging that. it bought selectively from a small _group of
Kansas feedlots. The case, being fought by IBP, is pendxng ‘

The committee will also look at whether the growing use of pr1vate. longer-term
supply agreements between meat packers and sellers was making 1nformat10n on market
.prices less rollable Farmers and ranchers rely -on those numhers for thelr selling
"decisions. ‘

' The committee cons1sts of farmers and ranchers, representat1ves of the; rail,
-packing and supermarket ‘industries; state off1c1als. 1nc1ud1ng Towa Agr:culture
Secretary Dale Cochran; and three economists. . 1 )

‘The comm1ttee plans -at least. four publlc hear1ngs befora uak1ng a teport in
June. ,

Wednesdav 3 rapott 'said the four largest packers slaughtered 82 percent of the
animals in 1994, compared with 36 percent in 1980. After IBP, the top companies are

ontfort Inc., of Greeley, Colo., owned by ConAgra Inc.: Excel Corp. of kzchxta
. Kan., owned by Cargill; and National Beef Packlng Co. of Kansas City, Mo.,
‘subsidiary. of Farmland Foods. . o
"~ " "OQfficials from Excel and Farmland w111 setve on the commlttee. . ;

Copvr1ght {c) 1996 The %ssoc1ated Press : ‘“" ] :A" ; "‘i‘ﬂ
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%eatpacker Wonopolles 420 Report Hore Information“xeeded; Commissionf
Appointed ' b
‘By ROBERT GREENE - AP Farm Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - A federal study said today it dxd not come up wrth
. definitive proof that a handful of slaughterhouses hold down cattle anf hog

prices. : |
‘ As a result, Agr1cu1ture Secretary Dan Slrckman app01nted an outsrﬁe
committee to take a deeper look at the industry and the impact of
“concentration on prices. Glickman had been urged to do so by Democratﬂc and
Republican lawmakers from the West, Midwest and Plains. |
Ranchers, farmers and small feedlot operators have been plagued by low '
prices. At the same time, fewer companies control the productlon and slaughter
.of red meat animals. But economists dlsagree over what is depressing prices
and whether the. four top slaughterhouse operators ‘have hurt or helped
producers.
Overproduction has been blamed as well for degressrng pr1ces uhlle hlgh
. grain prices have added to producers' costs. i :
The low meat prices have found their way. to the supermarket where beef
prices are at four-year lows, accordiag to surveys by the Natxonal Cattlemen 5
Beef Association.
. The $500,000 Agriculture Department study was crxtxclzed before 1t was
finished, in particular because it looked at records from only a short perzod
- Apr11 1992 through March 1993. 1
"It does not provide.definitive answers either for those who thrnk
concentration is a serious problem for agriculture and those who th1nk there
are no problems caused by increasing concentration,'' Glickman told reporters.
o The government has kept a close watch on meatpacker :
concentration throughout the century. Five companies controlled productron in
- the ‘early 1900s. The number grew after a Federal Trade Commission i
1nvest1gat1on ‘and passage of the Packers and Stockyards Act of '1921. f
Control has again narrowed. The department says the four largest packers
slaughtered 82 percent of the animals in 1994, compared with ‘36 percent in
1980. The top companies are IBP Inc. of Dakota City, Neb.; Montfort Inc. of ,
Greeley, Colo., owned by ConAgra Inc.; Excel Corp. of Hrchlta, Kan., owned by
Cargill; and National Beef Packlng Co. of Kansas City, Mo., a-subsidiary of
Farmland Foods.
In 1992, Congress. told the Gra1n Inspect1on. Packers and Stockyards
Admipistration to do the study and set aside $500, 000 for it. The new
- committee would consist of farmers.v1ndustry officials and others, and would
finish its report in June. . : o ;
AP~-WX-02-14-96 1329EST¢ = g . S : |
: ' ;o |
i
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‘ Stud} warns of meat:ackxng concentratxon<

hASHI\GTON Feb 14 (bPI) Domlndtxon of the U.S§. meatpacklng industry h\ a fa«
agribusiness g1ants creates the possibility. for market ‘manipularion that rnu;d hurt
small farmers and ranchers, accordxng to a study released by the U.S. Depattmunt of
Agriculture on hednesday The study did nor, however, find ronclusxxe e\wdence
that such manipulation is taking place ,

The study confirmed concentration. in the red meat 1ndustt», with thraa furms
accounting for 81 percent of U.S. steer and heifer slaughter, the secretatyisaxd in
addition, it found fewer than 1 percent of the sellers ldrge -feedlots . - accounted
for 43 percent of the cattle sold. : g

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman sald he has appo1nted a Zl-member commitreae to
investigate all types of concentratxon in agr1bus;ness and make recemmendathons to
ensure competition. ~ 1

“As ['ve traveled across the country over the past year, I have hedrd muro
concern about concentration in agriculture than about any other issue and‘thar
includes the farm bill,'’ Glxckmdn told a news conference.

""At the National Rural Forum in Towa last spring, Olive Valdez, a farmer from
Colorado, told President Clinton and me that when she takes her animals to mhe sales

‘ring, there are usually only three buyers,'' Glickman said.

*"She said, and I quote, ‘We see those three buyers for the three maJor compan1ea
sitting up in the ring, laughing, talking and we are terrified. We are scared to
death because they can laugh and joke because they're playing with our future We
have no control,*'*'' Glickman quoted Valdez.

Glickman said many farmers also believe the major packers give gxant feedlots
better prices than they do to smaller producers. But he said the part of the study
looking into that question "“‘suffered from data and methodolog1ca1 problems. It did
not come to a definitive conclusion regarding this crucial issue _ an xssue«which '
USDA will continue to study.'' . |

He said the study, which was mandated by Congress in 1992 -did. not studv'another
questxon he hears often _ whether the prollferatlon of 1arge hog lots is 1mpact1ng
the marketing chances of small hog producers. ] :

Glickman said the new committee will hold its first meeting Feb. 27 in &ash1ngton~
and is expected to report by June 7. He said it will translate the ° “academic
e(ert1se“ of the just-released study into recommendations for action, %

‘We cannot and will not allow any unfalr trade practlces in the meat 1ndustr\

Gl1ckman sald ' ‘ ‘ L ;
' : » ol

"~
o
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Thre. <oncerns

Found to Control

Catile Slaughte o‘!

w-sj/!y Bruck lm.m«u:

Staff Reparter of Tik: Wart, STREET Jounnai.

WASHINGTON - An Agriculture De-
paiiment study concluded that inree mcai-
packing companies control BI% of the’
cattle-slaughler market, wilthont finding
delinitive evidence that they use their
purchasing power to hold down beef .
prices.

The inconclusive resnlls prompted |

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman o
appoint an advisory committee 10 fake

~anuther look al the effects of a highly

concentrated industry on livestock prives.
Mr. Glickman told a news confervnce -
he has discussed concentratlon in agri-
business with Attorney General .lanel
Reno and Ann Bingaman, (he .lustice .
Department’s top antitrust lawyer. But

. there has been ‘“‘no concluslon yel” on

policy or a pussible course of aclion, he
added. .
Currently, liveslock producers are sad-

- dled with overproduction and low prices for

callle and hogs. They are concerned about

_the growing spread between the prices

they get at the slaughterhouse and retail

" prices consumers pay al the supermarket,

Many producers blame (hielr problems on
the trend toward greater concentration.

The $500,000 study — nandated by (Con-.
gress - takes asuapshot of the el indus-

“try froin April 1992 through March 1993,

The researchers coulin’'t  delermine
whether large beel packers exeri markel
power over prices because of "several data

~awd methodological difficulties,” accord-

mg tu the stndy report.

1 =1 does—not ~provide - dehnluve ane -
usrepy

" Mr. Glickisan said.

L

A series of mergers and acqmsnmms
has greally concenirated the meatpacking
Industry since 1986, when the four largest
packers accounied {or 36% pi-ihe sicer and
heifers slaughlered. In 1384, the four larg
est, staughtered 82% of the cattle and the

_three largest, 81%. They are IBP Inc.,

Dakota City, Neb.; Monfurt inc., Greeley,
Colo., n Conagra lac. subsidiary; Cargili

Inc.’s  Excel Corp. unil, Wichita, Kan.; -

andl, fourth on the list, National Beef
Packing Co. of Kansas City, Mo., a subsidi-
ary of Farmland Foods cooperative,

The American  Meat - Instilute, which.

represents  mealpackers, said il was
pleased that the report “found no conclu
sive cvidence of wrongdoing™ in the meat-
packing industry's business practices. But

It said Il questioned the need for a further:

review, “'given the overwhelming evidence
that industry structure js not to blame for
low livestock prices.

The 2)-member advisory commitlee. :

made up of farmers, industry officials and

_academic experts, is fo report back with

recommendations in June. In the mean-
time, the Agricnlture Department will use
the Packers and Stockyards Act of 192] lo
crack down on any deceplive pricing or

olher wnfair-markel practices it finds. Ina

lawsuit last year, the department accused
IBP of giving preferentiul (reatnient to
some Kansas feedlots from which it buys
cattie, The company has tlemed enuagmg
in nmlalr practices. ‘

_Glickman, Agriculiure Secretary,
‘| .appointed a panel today to deter-

-prices lor cattle and hogs.

"and others about the poiential effect

1 cludes cight livestock farmers and

2y Trias wé__ér

A Panel Is Formed |
On Meatpacking

Ry Bhaunberg Rusiness News

WASHINGTON, ‘Feb. 14 — Dan

minc whether large meatpackers
use their market power to hold down

Mr. Glickman named the 2l-mem-’
ber panel after a $500,000 Agricul-
ture Department study failed to.
come up with evidence that large
companies manipulate prices. Mr.
Glickman said the sludy did not go
{ar enough.

Some farmers and ranchers have
contended that declining prices can-
not be explained by market forces
alone. They blame the increased con-
centration of large meatpackers.

In releasing an 85-page report on
the study, Mr. Glickman sald i
“does not definitively answer the
questions and concerns of producers

of concentration in agriculture.”
The advisory panel, which in-

two olficials from big meatpacking
companies, will give the Agricullure
Department a2 more balanced
view" frum people with a practical
kuowiedge of 1he industry, he said.

T



Glickman to brief press Thursday on karnal bunt

; WASHINGTON, March 20 (Reuter) - Agriculture Secretary Dan
Glickman will brlef reporters Thursday at 0930 EST/1430 GMT on -
the Tatest developments 1n the karnal bunt graln fungus
situation. 4

To date, Kkarnal bunt has been confirmed in four varletles
of Durum wheat - Reva, Durex, Ocotillo., and Kronos - 1n
\rlzona N ;

Poland has adv1sed JSDA that karnal bunt is listed as a !
quarantlne pest on thelr new phytosanitary regulations of S
February 15, 1996, so Poland-has been added to the list of
nations concerned about the fungus, and Poland has not yet
agreed to accept U. S wheat ‘until new certlflcatlon '
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May 15, 1996, Wednesday

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 10B

" LENGTH: 860 words 5

HEADLINE: FARM ISSUES SUPPLY HEAT . IN FACE- OFF 1ST DISTRICT FORUM DRAWS 2 opfz‘
HOPEFULS | ' A o ,

BYLINE: KEVIN FREKING, Democrat Gazette Capltol Bureau - o
BODY : ‘ ; |

: HAZEN ~= Tom Donaldson and Marion Berry hammered away at each other on

'Afarmlng issues Monday night durlnq an appearance in their Democratlc

congreSSlonal race. , ‘ : , S
. ‘ ST N
The third Democrat in the lst Dlstrlct race, Klrby Smith, sat‘out in protest.

As the three-man race for the Democratlc nomlnatlon entered 1ts final week
,the rhetorlc heated up before more than 100 people at Murry s Restaurant

Smith, an electr101an from Brookland said he has been pushing | for a
~ee-candidate dekate for two months. But he said the 30-minute
question-and-answer session sponsored by the Hazen Chamber of Comnerce and
promoted by the Berry campalgn as a debate wasn’t what he had in mind.
| .
_ "It was a contrzved affair to allow Marion Berry to say ‘he has ,debateaq, "
Smith said. ' v S
. , |
Berry, President Clinton's fornervliaison to the U.s. Department of _
Agriculture, 'is the Democratic front- runner..Rep Blanche Lambert' Llncoln,
D-Ark., co- sponsored a fund-raising event in Washington on his behalf, and
Agrlculture Secretary Dan Gllckman came to the dlstrlCt to speak for Berry
|
~ - Lincoln, who is pregnant with tw1ns, 1sn’t seeklng a thlrd term in the lst
Dlstrlct. A

The winner of the Democratic primary will face Warren Dupwe of Jonesboro, a
~Republlcan lawyer who recelved 47 percent of the vote when he ran‘agalnst
,Llncoln in 1994. : - ;
Berry, is a Gillett farmer. Donaldson, 28, .is a deputy prosecuting
.. attorney at West Memphis. Smith, 42, is a former business manager; for Local 1516
.vof the Internatlonal Brotherhood of Electrlcal Workers at Jonesboro.

Berry and Donaldson agreed on a few 1ssues Monday nlght For. example, they
S support an increase in the federal minimum wage from $ 4. 25 to $ 5.15 per .

.« The increase would be phased in-over two years. Smith also supports the
m-iimum-wage increase, which is belng pushed by organlzed labor and
’congre831onal Democrats. A o P
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- Berry and Donald‘on had sharp dlfferences on agrlcultural 1ssues Donaldson
imed Berry for not helplng craft a farm bill that was more favorable to
.kansans. Under the bill Congress enacted, farmers will receive gradually

: decllnlng payments durlng the nhext seven years reqardless of market prlce

"It was his job te make sure we got a good farm bill," Donaldson said of
‘Berry. "We didn’t get one. I don’t think Mr. Berry,should be promoted,to.the‘

o
i

| .
Berry. sald he had left Washlngton by the time the bill was approved He said.
Republican congressional leaders wrote the farm: blll w1th little 1nput from the
vCllnton admlnlstratLon.; . A A ; ,
"It was the best deal we could get. at the moment " Berry sald ﬁI don’t think
it was the best possible publlc pollcy L v -

‘ Donaldson linked Berry’s acceptance of_farm subsidies to corporate welfare.
He said Berry has formed multiple‘corporations to increase subsidy‘payments
: l~ .
Arkansas farmers recelved about $ 400° mllllon in farm sub51d1es in 1994.
Much of the money went to farmeéers in the 1st District) which covers 25 countles
in east and north Arkansas. . . ; :
Farmers are allowed to form up to three subsidy- eligible entities if they
‘meet certain government guidelines. A farmer can receive up to $ 50 000 per.
entity. The total subs1dy a farmer can receive 1is $ 100,000. : :

. "The problem I have with Mr. Berry and any other corporate mllllonalre farmer
out there is that they are abusing a system originally designed to help famlly
farmers," Donaldson sald - "They are mllklng the government for money W

| -
o Berry said he has an interest 1n several partnershlps, all of whlch meet
.- Agriculture Department’ guldellnes. He questloned Donaldson s knowledge about

dagrlculture. : o t

" “"He obv1ously has never walked across a rice field with'a shovel on his
‘'shoulder and hip boots on his feet and sweated llke I have to make a living from
the land," Berry sald. ‘ S . : o :

Berry sald he gave away his interest ‘in some of the farmlng corporatlons he
managed when he becane Clinton’s aquculture liaison in late 1993. He said the
. rest of his business interests were placed in a.blind trust he had no control
- over. :
: : ;
. 'Berry sald Agrlculture Department and Whlte House ethics offlcers reVLewed
and approved all of his business activities. He said he had no farm management
responSLbllltles while living in Washington. The only farm income he received
"during that period was rent on a farm his parents left Berry, hlS two brothers .
and his 51ster. The farm is managed by the brothers.‘ . ; -

Berry sald Donaldson should "apologize to" Arkansas farmers for
’*“racterlzlng farm programs as welfare."

i
i
1
t

M,derry said that in 1993, the last year he farmed before jolnlng the Cllnton'
~administration, he received $ 45,000 to $ 50,000 .in rice subs1d1es. The

1
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'”‘bSldles went to Pecan Post Inc., in which he had a 49 percent stake, and to a
;ond entlty that 1ncluded two corporatlons and a partnership. 3
i
Smlth and Donaldson have debated six tlmes on lst District radlo statlons

- ‘They had agreed to attend a Thursday night debate sponsored by a Memphls

" television station, but the debate was canceled when Berry wouldn’t conmmit.
Berry. sald he had a prevxous commltment - . 3?

LOAD-DATE: May 15, 1996_'. o o -
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‘Des Moines will target

manipulation of hog
and meat prices.

‘M ACARAPr IMVIREM
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‘USDA
‘vlans to estab-
lish an office

R ate e Wannisa oy BUREAY luky

Washingron, D.C. A

‘culture Secretary Dan Guck-

ian on Tuesday said the USDA
will establish a national anti-

wust enfogcement office ux Des’
Moires to helprensyre thy Lﬁ :

creasing concentration m

pork industry does not resuit in
large producers and proces-
sors manupulatng pnces for
live hogs and consumer mest
products. ) e
- Glickman  sad (he  Des
Mounes office also will coordse
tiate  antitcust . ‘
activites  for
Wl gednmeais
of the meat n-
1Hoan
ll-state  Mid-
weslern area.
. The asecre-
tary said the g
also '™

Tells plans -
wn Denver to —

handle all trade practice issues
relaung to the cartte mc)shenep
_wndustnes Ca N N
© An office in Atlaniz wilt hane"
- dle comperition tssuey felsing -
Denver offices alse will cvor-
dinate’ all meat industry: sntr -
LrUsSt MALTers n thelr regiuns.
USDA officials said the Des
. Moines office will be staffed by
‘gratisticians,
price-reporting  Uivestigalors
‘and experts on compention
and \‘rr\ﬂn.prm;hca ifaaad from
the nanonal hesadquarters of
department’s
Packers & Stockyards Admin-
istraion in Washington and
trom several exsting field

to poultry. The yAilanta

sconomists

Glickman -’

- USDA officials said i1 sn't
known how many people wii
stalf the regional office. wiuch
 will represent an addition to
| curent pnce infoemation and
| reporting  actvittes in .Des
t Maoines of the Agneuniural
) .'-.uuhveuub ;‘s-;»:. T;AC e w
“l office 1§ expected 1u open
sometume over (he next several
months..

Manipulation Concerns

concem over the potenital for
market maupulation in the
heef, poultry and pork indus
tnes, which are increasingly
domsnaied by lange processony
and producers. He said the new
montonng and enforcement
setup “will enhance our ability
10 cunduct wnvestigauons and

practices w e iarketplace.”

© He said, *We need the mus.’
cle snd abndity 10 enforce the
Packers & Stockyards luw,

USDA. We will shuft resources
LG arens where the beef, pork
and poulry wdusuies are
cancentrated.”

% The secretary

otfices’ will conduct audits o
determine whether meat and
Poultry processors and pro-
\. ducéry are compining with ef-
forts by the USDA 10 collecr
?:d make public accurate in-
IMAUCH On prices bei
for hogs, cattle and poﬁy?md

.

.

Atary Michael Dunn said the Des
Moines Office will determine
whether "there is a monopoly
. | prodlem i the pork industry.
1 We wanz to see it they (large
' processory and producers) are
' uning their pomtions e mamp-
- ulnte marketa. Producers wang
to know what everyone eise is
getung for the sane hogs that'
they're selling * ‘

combat unfar an-competitive
“whith 1S our antitrust law uy

said the three

Assistant Agriculture Secre.

Glickman has expressed -

on Small Fams reported to

" jivestock for their operations.

cessurs control these supplies

i -
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K

*

Glickman recently sfroncern
throughout US. sgriculture \
that packers have began & .
pracuce called “caplive sup- ‘ ’
phes.” 3 a way of securing

|

The comnussion sad pro-

either tuough direct owper- |
ship o¢ through conraeta with |
gv producers.” N\ ‘3{ ;
. The practice, the commuy .
s1on sad, can allow processons
1o duip supplies onjo the
marke( when prices are high
Phe~corromianan alvo sad it
had repurts that packers psy
abave-market prices tp_cgmsj,v '
large producers undey; condhi
tion rhat those prices not bel |
repofted WO the LIUA .
Glickman sud the USDA wills
prupose o make it ilegal for. |
anyone to purchase livewqckz b
or pouitry with the condition |
that the price nut be publicly
reported. ) . C
"He aiso sad the USDA pro-, !
poses 10 require meat export-s
ers to report weekly on the, !
quanuty and destination of ailr ©. -
overseas sales of beef and pork |
sn that all industry se Y
will be aware of changing wp-
ply and demand cunditions. =
New Program :
Ulickinan said the CSDA will |
expand. 1o lowa, [linos and
Wscunsu a prlut program be- "
Zun i Missournt under which
producers snd procesyors re :
punahﬂlmgeo(pmum 5
for hogs under vanous mss-
‘keting arrangements. . :
. The secretary appeared i ‘i
the Capuol alter meeting with |
several Midwestern Democtal,

j
|
1
i
!
)

i _ sgnators, -inclugding. - Tom,
Hu@gmowxm&sobmf
of Nebraska, ‘ L
The.senators last week sent!
", 4 tetter to Glickiman emphasid
ing that accurste wnformation
on pnces being paid by pack- .
ers to all producers — large
and smull - iS Decessary toths
aperation of free livestock
Hiarkets. o o
Tuesday, Kerréy - said,
“sametung is happening out"
(Lere, something is not work:
g n the market” t

- |
Repartar. George Anthan cam be:

i

reachod at i’
thang@news. drMreg.com oF
{703) 9b7-5002. o
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GLICKMAN VISIT. CATAPULTS BISON DEBATE TO THE FORE e
Oregonian (PQ) - SUNDAY, March 23, 1997 = ,
By: The Associated Press

Edition: SUNRISE Section: WIRE STORIES THE WEST Page A27 S !

Word Count: 621 . A _ , -

1

‘ TEXT

'YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, Wyo - Summary: The agnculture secretary.s trip
today to the Yellowstone area brmgs a glimmer of hope to resolvmg t :
pollexes on the amma}s » : |
) I
Agnculture Secretary Dan thkman s visit today to Yellowstone National :
Park 1s being hailed as an opportunity for debate about management of the .

- park’s bison.

Wyommg Montana and oﬁ’ icials of environmental groups welcomed P
Glickman's flight over Yellowstone and subsequent town meeting in Gardiner, ’
Mont., which state, federal, American Indians and representatwes of

_environmental groups will attend. - A , !
We hope to see movement between the state and federal agenciesonthis =~ '

issue," Bob [Ekey of the Greater Yellowstone Coalition said. We've been
going on for months now about the bison continuing to be shot, and the |

staté and rederal agencies have not been talkmg - ' o f

The secret: ary's visit will give us a chance to sit ‘down and talk with ,
Montanans on the bison issue," said U.S. Sen. Max Baucus, D- Mont This :

is an important step in our search to find an answer

~ Conflicting wildlife management goals are at the.heart of the problems
“that have led to the killing of almost 1,100 bison this winter as they
moved north and west out of the park into Montana. - o , ;
Montanans have shot bison leaving the park in the past to prevent the L
spread of brucellosis, but this year's harsh winter drove more of the o
animals toward the border than ever before. : ‘

-Acalltohalt the kiling Nt

Interior Secretary Biruee Babbitt has p'ushed for an end.te_the killing,'



but Montana ' rnaintains the bison must be killed to keep brucellosis from
being spread to domestic cattle. The disease can cause cattle to abort
calves and can cause’ undulant fever in humans. Critics say no evxdence
exists that bison can spread the dtsease in the wild to cattle. -

‘Montana also argues that. the bison must be killed SO the state can
comply with U.S. Department of . Agnculture mles to keep its

brucellosus free status.

A loss -of the desngnauon could lead to sanctlons on Montana's cattle
that would prevent their export

Todays meetmg, which comes near the end of the bison's mlgratlon
season, should provide an opportunity for the state and federal agenCtes to

discuss thelr differences, Ekey satd

- Ekey -said Glickman. and Babbitt already proposed a compromise to allow '
more bison to wander out51de of the park without threatenmg Montana's

: bmcellosns-free status

o We think the framework is there to make some agreement he said.
We think there are ways to allow for limited bison migration outside the-
park. ‘T think if these guys sit down there and honestly debate, they will

ﬁgure out a way to do that.”

) Wyoming officials inc uding Agt‘iculture Commissioner Ron Micheli, who
will attend the meeting view the gathering as one way to resolve apparent
conflicts between federal and state goals : -

We want the federal government to speak with one voice,” said Jimmy
Orr, a spokesman for Gov. Jim Geringer. These two federal agencies don't
agree on what the solution should be. We want to bring that to" Glickman's
~attention so we can work toward the path of eradtcatmg brucellosxs in

wildlife."

- Elk ano_ther matter

In Wyommg, the threat of bmcellosw stems largely from elk found
around feeding grounds in the Jackson area.

- Although Wyoming has v‘accinated more than’ 32,000 elk against the disease
and is designated brucellosis-free, two states recently imposed sanctions o
on the shlprnent of Wyoming's cattle. The state headed off additional
sancttons by agreemg to an mdependent review of its brucellosns control ,



. program.

| Micheli said hé wants Glickman to realize that once federal officials

~ solve problems’ with bison they still will face problems caused by elk.’

1 dont want him thmkmg when he solves the blson problem he's solved .
- all our problems,” he saxd :

Copyright (c) 1997, The Oregoni?n Publishing Company
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LENGTH 609 words

HEADLINE USIDA asks Congress for wrder antitrust powers -

. BYLINE: Roger Runningen BLOOMBERG NEWS

_DATELINE: WASHINGTON

BODY: ‘
The Agniculture Department is asking Congress for broader authonty to ﬁght
vrolatlons of the department s antitrust laws.

Agnculture Secretary Dan Glickman sard hewants lawmakers add civil
penalties to a 1967 fair practices law that requires meat packers and poultry

N processors to bargam fau‘ly with farmers

He a]so wants‘Congress to change Iaws on meatpackers and stockyards to add
poultry processors to the list of operators that can be fined for engaging in
price discrimination . Only meatpackers can be fined now.

o "nght now violations of both these laws must be dealt with in federal court

in a case filed by the Justice Department, Glickman told reporters at a

~ briefing. Agriculture Department oﬁicxals "don't have admlmstratwe
u authonty" to bnnrg such cases. = ;

thkman has expressed sympathy wrth farmers complamts that meatpackers and
* poultry processors use their market power to depress farm prices. He predicted
' Congress would approve the requests : )

Today‘s steps he said, "ensure that markets are fatr and open“ and that they
keep pace wrth changing markets '

Separately, thkman said he plans to increase investigations into

o anti-competitive practices by adding 30 lawyers and investigators, whollbe =

sent to some of the USDA's 11 reglona oiﬁces to handle unfaxr trading cases



That'sa 17 percent increase from the 1‘75 people now assngned to enforcmg USDA -

antitrust laws.

- Glickman's actions follow a recommendation last March from the USDA's
inspector general that the USDA consider letting the Justice Department or the
Federal Trade Commission i mvestxgate anti- competltwe practices in the

B meatpackmg industry.

The USDA "hasn't kept pace” with thé sophisticated techniques needed to
. investigate a hlghly concentrated mdustry, Inspector General Roger V:adero
wrote



PAGE 27
The State Joumal Reglster Junes 1997

Gltckman has rejected that advice, saymg that the Justice Department or .
- Federal Trade Commission isn't likely to give antitrust allegations in the
meatpackmg or poultry processmg mdustry lugh pnonty

Meanwhile, the USDA is acting on its-own to pursue investigations that it
prewously disclosed, including: --A probe into anti-competitive cattle buying

practices in the Texas Panhandle, involving more than six mtllton head of cattle
and 37 ,000 transactions. : '

—-An investigation into pricing and purchasing practlces at 11
hog-slaughtering plants in Iowa and southern Minnesota. The i mqutry mcludes an
examination of hog productton under contract with meatpackers

~-An mvesttgatton into poultry prodttctton under contract with processors m
several states. " Operations of ﬁve of the top 10 firms are bemg exammed

Ofﬁcrals wouldn’t name the companies mvolved in any of the mvestlgations.
"This i isn't an mvvsttgatton of wrongdomg but rather one of data

collection, said Mike Dunn, assrstant secretary for marketing and regulatory
programs.. :

: Meanwhtle USDA lawyers are pursumg antitrust charges the department filed

i in 1995 agamst IBP Inc.

~ The department charges the nation's largest 'meatpaeker stifled competition |
- when it offered higher beef prices to some Kansas feedlot operators but not
others.

. IBP is fighting the accusations.. Oral arguments ended.in April. A decision
by USDA Administrative law Judge Victor Palrner is expected this fall.

Four companies control 82 percent of the meatpackmg mdustry IBP Inc. of
Dakota City, Nebraska, Monfort Inc. of Greeley, Colorado, a unit of ConAgra
Inc.; Excel Corp., Wichita, Kansas, owned by Cargill Inc., and National Beef .
Packing Co., of Kansas City, Missouni, a unit of Farmland Industnes the
nation's largest farm cooperative:.
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, AGRICULTURE DEPT. TO REQUEST MORE INVESTIGATIVE POWERS AGENCY IS
CONCERNED : N Lo
* WITH FAIR COMPETITION IN.MEAT I'NDUSTRIES REGULATION '

- BALTIMORE MORNING SUN (BS) - Thursday June 5, 1997 ' \

By: ASSOCIATED PRESS

Edition: Final Section: Financial Page: 3D ‘ } K :
‘ WordCount 298 , o L e ;

: 'I'EXT

WASHINGTON The Agnculture Department will ask Congress for addmonal
investigative and enforcement tools to ensure fair competition in livestock

-and poultry markets, Seéretary Dan Glickman said ye‘s;terday.

"I continue to be concemed about the concentration of more and moreof :
~ the agnculture industry into fewer and fewer hands," he told reporters. "I ' :
 believe it is USDA's responsibility to ensure that markets are fair and :

open;, and to make certain our efforts keep pace with a changing market

thkman said the‘ Agnculture Department wxll seek authonty to ensure ,
fair ‘treatment directly through administrative enforcement and civil - A :
penalties. Currently, alleged violations of the Agricultural Fair Practices 7
Act must be referred to the Justice Department or pursued through pnvate
legal action. :

The Agnculture Department also w111 request admxmstratrve enforcement ,
. power mvolvmg violations by live-poultry dealers. Such authority now is
‘ hmrted to meat packer \nolatxons under the Packers and Stockyards Act

thkman sald the new authonty would provxde more uniform enforcement, :
make current resources more effective and provide a more effective and
timely deterrent-against violations. He said he believed that Congress will
grant both requests. -

. In. addition, the secretary said USDA will strengthen its mrrestlgative
actrvrtles by putting economic, statlstlcal and legal expertise in the '
responsxb e field offices.

The mcrease will mvolve 30 addmonal staﬁ‘ers ’for the Grain
~ . Inspection, Packer', and Stockyards Administration.



- In response to cé»mplaints that markets are dominated by big business, ,
the department announced last summer it would expand cattle price reporting
'so_ranchers can have more bargmmng power with' meatpackers and with feed -

lots.

* Glickman said the USDA will undertake aneducatlon campaxgn to help
producers use the information. :

Suggestions will be sought at a meeting -this summer of leaders of
producer and agribusiness groups and the research academic and cooperative
extension system communities.

' Pub Date: 6/05/97

Cop_yﬁghtf The Baltirhore Sun 1997
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 ENGTH: 493 words
EADLINE. USDA Seeks More Power Over Meat Poultry Flrms
YLINE' Bloomberg News, i’ o o B ..
ATELINE. Washington | |

ODY' :
The: Agrlculture Department is asklng Congress for broader authorlty to
ight v1olatlons of the department's antitrust . laws. :

Agrlculture Secretary Dan Gllckman said Wednesday that he wants lawmakers to"
~dd civil penalties to a 1967 fair practices law that requires meat packers
nd poultry . processors to bargaln falrly with farmers.

.- He also wants Congress to change laws on meatpackers and stockyards to add

‘oultry processors .to the list of ‘operators that can be " fined for engaglng in
rice dlscrlmlnatlon. : .
?“‘meatpackers can be. flned now.

&1ght now vlolatlons of both these laws must be dealt with 1n*federal'
ourt" in a case flled by the Justlce Department, Glickman told reporters at a
riefing.
grlculture Department officials "don't,have admlnlstratlve author;ty"‘to
- ring such cases. . : : :

. Glickman’ haslexpréssed sympathy with farmers' complalnts that meatpackers
nd poultry processors use their market power to depress farm prlces.
e predicted COngres, would approve the requests.“ :

Today’s steps, he said, "ensure that markets are falr and open“ and that
hey keep pace with changing markets. : ] , ‘ ;

Separately, Gllckman said he plans to 1ncrease 1nvest1gatlons 1nto
.1t1compet1t1ve practices by adding 30 lawyers and investigators, who’1ll be
ant to some of the USDA’s 11 regional offices to handle unfair trading cases.
1at’s a 17 percent increase from the 175 people now assxgned to enforc1ng

SDA antltrust laws. , . = !

Glickman’s actions follow a recommendation last March from the USDA'
‘1spector general that the USDA consider letting the Justice Department or the
‘2deral Trade Commission lnvestlgate antl-competltlve practlces 1n the
=atpack1ng 1ndustry : .

» USDA "hasn’t kept pace" with the sophisticated teohniques needed to
Y -c1gate a hlghly concentrated 1ndustry, Inspector General Roger Viadero
fote. \ , ‘ v
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' Glickman has rejected that adv1ce, saylng that nelther the Justlce :
egﬂrtment nor Federal Trade Commission is likely to give antltrust»allegatlons
roe meatpacklng or - poultry processing 1ndustry hlgh prlorlty :

Meanwhile, USDA~lawyers are pursuing antltrust charges the department filed
' n 1995 against IBP Inc. The department charges the nation’s largest, meatpacker
tifled competition when 1t offered higher beef prlces to some Kansas feedlot
aerators but not others., . A ‘ A . :
IBP is flghtlng theAaccusations.' :
‘ral arguments ended in April. : o o o

decision by USDA Admlnlstratlve law Judge Victor Palmer.is expected this
311 : : ‘ ' k

Four companies control 82 percent of the meatpacklng 1ndustry IBP Inc. of
aikota City, Neb.; Monfort Inc. of Greeley, Colo., a unit of ConAgra Inc.: ‘
tcel  Corp., Wichita, Kan., owned by Cargill Inc.: and National Beef Packing
>., of Kansas City, Mo., a unit of Farmland Industries, the nation’s largest -
arm cooperative. S ‘ ' :

[

\NGUAGE: ENGLISH

)AD-DATE: June 06, 1997 - o S g 3
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Word Count 717

MEMO:
4 BUSINESSIN BRIEF

| TEXT:
Glrckman moves to address complamts over meat- pncrng

The Agnculture Department on Wednesday asked CongreSs for broader -
authority to fight violations of the department's antitrust laws. Secretary "
Dan Glickman said he wants lawmakers to add civil penalties to a 1967 fair
practices law that requires meat packers and poultry processors to bargam

fairly w1th farmers.

. Glickman has expressed sympathy with farmers complamts that _
meatpackers and poultry processors use their market power to depress farm -
prices He predicted Congress would approve the requests. The new steps, he

"said, "ensure that markets are fair and open " and that they keep pace with

- changing markets. » - ' '

Four companies (.ontrol 82 percent of the meatpackmg mdustry IBP Inc.
of Dakota City, Neb.;- Monfort of Greeley, Colo., a unit of ConAgra; .
Wichita-based Excel Corp., owned by Cargill; and National Beef Packing Co.,
~ of Kansas City, Mo., a unit of Farmland Industries, the natxons largest -

farm cooperative. :

Employer of the blind unveils new rmage

Wrchxta Industnes and Services for the Blmd which oﬁ'ers jobs and

- rehabilitation services to the blind and vision-impaired, took the wraps

off its new name Wednesday as it officially became Envision. President-
Linda Merrill said the new name reflected a broadened scope for the
_ not-for-profit agency at 801 E. Lincoln. The company, founded in 1931,
-employs 110 people who are blind or legally blind. It serves nearly 500
more through its seérvices division, and also operates in Kansas Clty and

o Ptttsburg



~US. factory orders increase :

Orders to U.S. factories rebounded across arange of mdustnes in
Apnl but not enough to put inflationary stress on the production
pipeline. The 1.2 percent increase in orders, to a seasonally adjusted
$323.9 billion, was the third rise in four months and followed a 1.3
percent drop in March, the Commerce Department said Wednesday. Analysts

o said the rebound didn't contradict. their expectation for only modest.

" manufacturing growth in the April-June quarter after a robust ﬁrst :
quarter.

‘ Arrxerican, ABC chasing freqixent fliers

Watching television will soon help you earn frequent flier miles on
American. Airlines - as long as the set is tuned to ABC. The airline and
television network announced -a joint promotion this week, setting up the
ABC AAdvantage Club as yet another. way people can earn free rmles
'redeemable for future air ﬂlghts , s :

" ABC viewers in the American Airlines program will be able to earn free

miles by completing surveys that prove they have watched ABC shows. It was

not 1mmed1ately clear how many miles could be earned through the promotion.
American Greetmgs to revamp card line -

Amencan Greetings Corp. sald it wﬂl change about 80 percent of its
product line.over the next 16 months in an effort to meet the greeting card v
needs of women between the ages of 35 and 45. The Cleveland-based company

~said it will mtroduc,e as many as 100 million cards aimed primarily at
-women in that age group. Women between the ages of 35 and 65 have been its
primary customers. : :

Hot fund closing the door again

Aim Management Group may shut its top-performing Aggresswe Growth Fund
to new investors after the close of business today, just two days after .
reopening it for the first time in almost two years. More than $200 million
poured into the Houston-based firm's fund in the first four hours after it - ,
was opened. The fund ranks No. 1 of 81 aggressive growth funds tracked by
'Bloomberg Fund Performance over the past five years nsmg at anannual
rate of 25.64 percem -

Etcetera ~ ~ :
- A ’slimmed-down Srz.zler Intematnonal restaurant chain will emerge from
| bankruptcy-court reorganization in about a month.-A federal bankruptcy

court in Los Angeles has approved a restructuring plan that will allow
Sizzler to repay in full the $95 milli ion it owes creditors. The chain,



- which has since closed about 140 restaurants in the past year, would be
left with 69 compariy-operated restaurants and 199 franchise operations in
 the United States. . . . Oracle Corp. and Cable News Network released a new
“version of CNN's World Wide Web news service Wednesday, CNN Custom News.
The service uses database software from Oracle to sort information from ‘

- more than 300 news sources and deliver a customized selection of articles

- and graphics, based on preferences set by users.N

- . Copyright (c) 1997 The Wichita Eagle & Beacon Publishing
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Por. Danrt rnén .

Secretario de Agricultura de los EEUU.

uestra nacién tiene, un

erigido a un gran presi-’

dente, Frankin Delano Roosevelt,
quien guié a los Estados Unidos para
sacarlo’ de la Gran Depresién.
Roosevelt también nos hizo una cert-
era advertencia: “Una nacién que
destruye su suelo, se destruye a si

misma”. Al mismo tiempo qte se

ponian los toques finales del monu-

mento en memoria de Roosevelt,
agricultores del pais y el
Departamento de Agricultura de los

Estados Unidos construfan silen-

_ ciosamente un legado propio,-una
nueva reserva de conservacién que

’ porpximgmseanmthﬁwnm,

“los

en proteger el agua y 14 salud de nues-

_tra madre tierra. Con_eianmcio.dd

de Agricultura al acep-
tar 16 millones de acres de tierra
ambientalmente sensible en el nuevo
Programa de Conservacién de
Reservas (CRP), se cumple también
un programa de la Administracién
Clinton basado en la Transformacién
del Programa de Conservacita y con-

strucién de una verdadera reserva

para la agricultura norteamericana.

.El principio que guia la nueva reser-

va de conservacién promueve un bal-
ance sensato entre nuestras respons-
abilidades a las necesidades mundiales
de alimentos, al medio ambiente y a
fiscales. Los dias en
que ol CRP era usado para dejar sin
uso tierras productivas son cosa del

' agua,lca agricxﬂtoref; tiemblan po:
-temor a las reglamentaciones

pdginaé = 27 DEJUNIO DE 1997

' nciencia del
ambiente se proteje la tierra

H

uso por set ¢l principal proveedor de
alimentos del mundo. La meta &5 oiti-
ca para la prosperidad deé la agricultura
delos EE.UU., y para afimentar aun
mundo mis hambriento y mis grande.
merece ¢l mayor provecho ambien-
tal por su dinero, y el CRP debe
cumpliz con esto. Las tierras bajo el
CRP ofrecerin un 85 por ciento de
mayor beneficio a las tierras salud-
ables que estin saliendo del pro-
grama-todo con un costo del 21 por
ciento menor, ahorrando a los con-
tribuyentes fiscales $1.6 millones
de délares. El nuevo CRP, capitaliza.
en el hecho de que los agricultores
quieren proteger la tierra que nos ali-
mente. Muy comunmente cuando
funcionarios del gobierno hablan
_ sobre mejorar la vida silvestre y ¢l

pero no
hay que temer, sedmos valientes'y

"aceptemos. el reto. ;Por-qué?, .

porque es un esfuerzo voluntario y -
cooperativo y el gobiemo federal:
paga las tarifas de renta de las tier-
ras y ayuda a financiar las pricticas

 de conservacién con esta ayuda. Las

reformas con sentido comin hacen
del CRP. el miximo programa de
conservacién de los Estados Unidos.-

" Ciertamente &3 nuestro mayor

esfuerzo que el 70 por ciento delas -
tierras de los Estados Unidos estén

" en manos privadas pero trabajando

juntos, ‘el gobierno federal y los
propietarios de tierras privadas

" Henen una tremenda oportunidad

.de renovar ¢l paisaje de los Estados’
Unidos de América.


http:aIimatt.os
http:Conservaci.5a
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%' Washington,
slecretano Dan thkman S
, }hce “Nucstra 1acién tiene un

: ! puevo monumento nacional a un
igran ex presidente, Franklin

ts

elano Roosevelt. El gui6 a los
stados unidos fuera de la Gran
epresion y vi6 el principio de

bién nos hizo una ominosa

“ estruye el suelo, se destruye asf
isma”. : :
-+ Al mismo ncmpo que se
..ponfan los toques finales del
'Fxonumento en memoriaa FDR,

ipgricultores y USDA construfan

3ilenciosamente un legado
ropto -una nueva reserva de
’k,;:onservacmn ue por primera

~ ‘iyez se centra Gnicamente en

sproteger la salud de nuestra
“Yierra, agua vida y selva.

Con el anuncio de que USDA
eptarfa més de 16 millones de
res de tierra ambientalmente
1§pnsible en el nuevo Programa’
‘de Conservacién de Reservas,
gCRP por sus siglas en inglés)

- §e cumple también una promesa

de la Administracién Clinton:
"Transformaremos el CRP y
construiremos una verdadera
reserva de conservacién, que
mejore en lugar de entorpecer
la- competitividad de la
agrtcultu:a norteamericana”.
El principio que guia la nueva.
reserva de conservacién
._promueve un balance sensato

Nducstras rcsponsabxhdadcs”

a Segunda Guerra Mundial. El

dvertencia: "una nacién que

LA PRENSA NEWS

- Weekley Hispanic Newspaper of Dallas/ Ft. Worth

sr {

v w .Aw..k-n-.m FRP SN

a las necesxdadcs mund:ales de

alimentos, al medio ambiente y

~alos contribuyentes fiscales.

Los dfas en que el CRP era
usado para dejar paradas tierras

productivas. son parte del

pasado. A la tierra saludable
debe dérsele el mejor uso --
ayudar a asegurar que los
‘Estados Unidos continden
siendo el principal proveedor
de alimentos del mundo. Esa

 meta es critica para la

prosperidad de la agricultura
de E.U. y para alimentar a un
mundo m4s hambriento y mis.
grande.
- El pueblo norteamericano
también merece el mayor
provecho ambiental por su
dinero. El nuevo CRP ofrecerd
85% miés beneficios de
conservacién que las tierras
saludables que estdn saliendo
del programa --todo con’ un
costo 21% menor, ahorrando
a los contribuyentes fiscales $
1.6 mﬂlones ,
El nuevo CRP capntahza en
el hechode que los agricultores

de los Estados Unidos quieren

proteger la tierra que nos.
alimenta. Muy cominmente,
cuando funcionarios del

gobierno hablan sobre mejorar

la vida silvestre y el agua, los

.agrxcultorcs tiemblan por

temor a las rcgiamemauonce

No obstante, el CRP es por lo

general bien recibido. ; Por.
qué? Porque es un esfuerzo

Junio 25 de 1997
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[Fui turo para el campo

DC- El

voluntario y cooperativo. El“
gobierno federal paga las

tarifas de renta de las tiemas y |

ayuda a financiar las précucas
de conservacién.

Los productores cuya tierra §.
no fue aceptada en el programa
tendrén ofra oportumdad enel}
otono i _ |

Para 103 agricultores que
cstﬁn regresando sus tierras a
la producc: n, espero que ellos
también tomen ' enf.
consideracién la presefvacién

. de sus mds significativas §

ganancias de conservacién.

USDA lleva a cabo unal
inscripcién continua para}]
pricticas de alta prioridad tales §-
como amortiguadores de}'
caminos y vias fluviales de;
pasto. Debido al valor tan alto§'

© que éstas tierras tienen para lag!

conservacién, USDA las}!
aceptard en el CRP en cualquier§'
momento que los agricultoresg@’
estén dispuestos a ofrécerlas.
Trabajando juntos, ‘el
gobierno federal . y los§
propietarios de uerras,privadas" |
tienen una tremenda opor-§
tunidad de renovar el paisaje de |
los Estados Unidos. Sif

~trabajamos juntos podemos}'

construfr nuestro: propioff!
monumento vi'vicn;c,'nooal,‘ ,
pasado, sino al futuro"; ¢
concluye. ' ;
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News & Record (Greensboro, NC)

_July 9, 1997, Wednesday, CITY EDITION
SECTION: PEOPLE & PLACES, Dg. 8
LENGTH: 389 words
HEADLINE:‘EXTBNSIONAsEnVICE IS HONORED FOR.AID DURINo THO HURRICANES =

BODY:
'~ The N.cC. Cooperative Extensxon Serv1ce was honored June 11 1n Washlngton by
u.s. Department of Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman for its emergency response
- to North Carolinians before, during and after last year s hurrlcanes, Bertha and
- Fran. . ; :

Gllckman presented the Secretary s Honor Award for Emergency Response to Dr.
‘balton McAfree, associate dean and associate administrator of the Cooperative
Extension Program at N.C. A&T, and.Dr. Jon F. Ort, associate dean and dlrector
‘of the Cooperative. Exten51on Serv1ce at N, C. State Unlver51ty ‘ :

Honor Awards are the hlghest recognltlon that USDA bestows to. acknowledge
outstanding contrlbutlons to agriculture, the consumers of- agrlcultural products,
‘and the- ablllty of the federal agency to .serve the United States. ,

"Both physical presence and research-based knowledge are powerful tools in -
, .ding the recovery,’’ McAfee said. ' tExtension ensured that. strlcken
vcommunltles had crucial access to both." . :

Strlklng in July and early September respectlvely, hurrlcanes Bertha and Fran
‘affected some one million North Carolinians, leaving 20 people dead and
lncurrlng statew1de losses totallng more than $ 4 billion.

Extenslon 5 response to these natural disasters began before the hurrlcanes
hit, when thousands of North Carolinians accessed the organlzatlons"'Natural
Disaster Manual: Preparation and Recovery’’ on the World Wide Web and when
individual county exten51on centers provxded emergency 1nformatlon to the news

- media.

-Extension field faculty served on or coordlnated county emergency response
teams. In the hurricanes’ aftermaths, extension employees also coordinated.
relief efforts with county governments and agencies; visited homes, farms, . and
businesses; and answered thousands of telephone calls. ,

‘The N. C.vCOoperatlve Exten51on Service is an educatlonal agency comprising
field faculty working in all 100 North Carolina counties and on the Cherokee
Reservation. Specialists at A&T and N.C. State provide research~based o
information to North Carolinians on topics related to agriculture and forestry,.
_famlly and consumer s01ences, community and rural development youth development
-'and more. : V . i :

. ten51on's programs are made possxble by the comblned fundlng of local,
5. .2, and federal governments with federal direction coming from USDA. page 7



2/9/5  (Item 2 from file: 494) :
. DIALOG(R)File 494:St LouisPost-Dispatch
(c) 1997 St.Louis Post-Dispatch. All rts. reserv. " -

: 09225124 » ‘ ' ‘

. SIU WINS $1.5 MILLION GRANT FOR ETHANOL RESEARCH FACILITYA
. St. Louis Post Dlspatch (SL) - Wednesday, August 13, 1997 '

By AP

Edition: ILLINOIS FIVE STAR Sectlen NEWS Page 03B

Word Count: 228 .

. TEXT: "

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. - Southern Illinois Unwersnty plcked up asls million
check for ethanol research Tuesday  as ofﬁcaals used the State Fair to-
promote the corn-based fuel.

U S Agnculture Secretary Dan Glickman delrvered the grant, whlc}rwﬂl
let the university begin design work on an ethanol research plant at the
Edwardsville campus : :

"The pilot plant will test ways of making and using ethanol more
efficiently. University officials predict the research could shave 10 cents
-off the price of a gallon of ethanol. ' :

Illinois produces more ethanol - a corn-based fuel that can be added to
gasolme to cut pollutlon than any other state.

‘ Glickman saxd the govemment must support ethano[ research because the
- nation needs a cleaner-burmng aitematwe to 1mported oil. -

"It comes down to one very snnple question," he said. "What do we want
_ forour natlon in the next century'?"

o Glickman rexterated the support expressed by Presndent Blli Chnton s
A admmlstratlon for extendmg an ethanol tax break for several years

~ Ethanol foes wanted‘to end the 5.4-cent-a-gallon subsidy this year, but |
they were defeated. Ethanol supporters, such as Sen. Dick Durbin, D-III,
pressed to 'extend the tax break to 2004 or beyond. That also failed. _

‘ In the end, the tax break was renewed but only for the short term

“'I‘hns has been the Tllt-a-thrl year for ethanol in Washmgton," Durbm
said Tuesday .

Copynght (c) 1997 The St. Louis Post-stpatch
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,r'Glickman grant o &DV”“J“"QkaLX&g Qihckuf"“o

Southern Illinois Unlver51ty plcked up a $ 1.5 million check for ethanol
. research Tuesday as off1c1als used the state falr to promote the corn-based
fuel. : : ,

. u.s. Agriculture Secretary Dan Gllckman delivered the grant, whlch w1ll let
- the unlver51ty begin design work on an ethanol research plant at the
Edwardsvxlle campus. » ,

The pilot plant w1ll test ways of making and using ethanol more efflcxently
- University officials predict the research could shave 10 cents off the- prlce of
~ a gallon of ethanol.

Illanls produces more ethanol - a corn—based fuel that can be added to
gasollne to cut pollutlon -- than any other state.r

_Glickman sald the government must support ethanol research because the natlo
needs a cleaner-burnlng alternatlve to 1mported 011. :

"It comes down to one very simple questlon," he said. "What do we want for
our nation in the next century?®" - o : :

~ Glickman relterated the Cllnton admlnlstratlon s support for extendlng an
ethanol tax break for several years. . . e

Ethanol foes wanted to ellmlnate the S.4-cent-a-gallon subsxdy this year, bu

:y were defeated. Ethanol supporters, such as Sen. Dick Durbin, pressed to
extend the tax break to 2004 or beyond. That also failed. S

In. the end the tax break was renewed but only for the short term

"This has been tne T11t~a-Wh1rl year for ethanol in Washlnqton," Durbln sald
"I don’t- think we can have the kind of stability and growth we need in ethanol

. w1thout making this the permanent law of the land."

. Attendance

The fair drew 65,650 people Monday,‘wlth 13 880 pald attendance. Monday of.
last year’s fair had 85,150 pecple, 18,252 pald. . :

‘Fair manager Joe Saputo noted that Monday was Senior Cltlzens Day, when
- everyone over 60 was admitted free. There was no Grandstand show Monday nlght
. and’ daytlme harnese rac1ng was postponed due to muddy condltlons.

3 Saputo sald there were a few complaints Monday from dlsapp01nted falrgoers
who wanted thelr $ 3 admission fee returned after the racing was postponed

"We feel that- we have SO much to offer, you’re not Just here for the races,“
, he sald.\ , ‘

Monday s racing card was held Tuesday Saturday s racing card whlch was
tponed twice, will be held today with a forecast of dry weather.
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Hispanic Media Clippixrgs

‘ SECTION LATINO OF THE WEEK

Dr. Miley Gonzalez is profiled as “Latino of the Week ”

- 'His accomplishments as agricultural educator are’
" highlighted, as well as his work with HACU in -
representation of New Mexico State University.

. LATINO IS APPOINTED UNDERSECRETARY OF

AGRICULTURE

Miley Gonzalez becomes the hxghest rankmg Hispamc
official at USDA, as Undersecretary for Research,
Education and Econormcs

Dr. I Miley Gonza!ez, USDA’s New Undersecretary for

Research, Education and Economrcs

GLICKMAN PROCLAIMS NATIONAL

BREASTFEEDING WEEK , -
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman proclarmed the week
of August 1 to 7, 1997 as the WIC- National Breastfeeding .

‘Week. Mary Ann Keeffe, Acting Undersecretary for Food

Nutrition and Consumer Services said this campaign seeks

" to change the attitudes of the public toward breastfeeding, -

but will also put specxal emphasrs on reachmg health

© providers. A ‘ -
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Word Count 1,823 _

TEXT: .
" On a soft summfr mornmg in rural paradlse Pat Derby pnerces the s:lence ‘
- with a feral yell :

"HooohoohoohooHOO'“ she calls out, stepplng ‘through the shdmg glass
door to begin rounds at PAWS, her burgeoning compound of exotic animals in

-QGalt. She chrrps :he grunts. She growls. She barks and coos and chcks her

‘tongue. - : : :

The baboons and tigers and elephants and monkeys aging and scarred
refugees of the exotic animal trade, talk back. The big cats purr like
helicopiers when she approaches. The primates press their faces against
_ their cages and seem to smile. The bears roll on therr backs The elephants

. ﬂap their ears.

‘ “I m so jealod‘ " joked keeper Merry Woods, who helps feed and tend
- the 38 animal resrdents of PAWS. "They all adore her.”

But it is not only the ammals who are instemng to this coppery-haxred
Doctor Doolittle in rubber boots, black j Jeans and an oversized shirt.

Derby, a British-born former actress and Hollywood ammal tramer has
become perhaps the world's most visible advocate for ammals in
-entenamment :

She has the ear of U.S. Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, with whom she
‘met recently to push for stricter enforcement of regulations to protect:
circus animals. ‘She appeared on television and in newspapers across the
country - recently with- actress Kim Basinger to protest the death ofa
performing elephant. She has publicly butted heads with such entertainment
icons as Disney and Ringling Bros. The small office on her compound is
inundated with inquiries and reports of animal abuse from around the globe.

"They ask for the research department; they askvabout our archives,“‘



The Berosinis nearly put PAWS out of business. They sued Derby, PAWS and
other animal activists for publicly releasing a videotape showing Bobby -
Berosini striking orangutans that he uses in his act at the Stardust Hotel,

A large judgment against the activists that threatened to bankrupt PAWS was
later reversed. '

"I don't like her approach” Steven Kendall of the Animal Care
Association in Pittsburgh, which represents circuses and other
entertainment ors;amzanons said of Derby. "She's a media hound and she
attacks : :

“She was once in Hollywood and she didn't make it, so she's made it her
goal to get back at everyone who has been successful. A lot of the charges
she has made have been unfair."

Falr or not, Derby has been eﬁ‘ectwe in brmgmg public attention to
her cause. In April, Derby and her friend Basinger met with the agriculture
secretary in Washmgton bendmg his ear for nearly an hour about treatment
of circus animals.

‘ "She is one oir’a group of activists who is very persistent and media
savvy and seems to express the concerns of a lot of people,” said USDA
spokesman_Patrick Collins. "That isa combination that deﬁmtely can be:
eﬁ'ectwe : -

Derby's home is a monument to‘a colorful life. A descendant of the poet
Percy Bysshe Shelley, Derby has filled her shelves with the works of
Whitman, Thoreau and Kafka, alongside of which are investigative videotapes
of animals being beaten and _poked with electric prods. Photographs of
herself in younger years, an Ann-Margret look-alike schmoozing with
Hollywdod stars and trained lions andebears, line the Wall above her desk.

Her living room is filled with replicas of the huge animals she loves
most: elephants. There are ceramic ones, brass ones, pewter ones, wooden
ones, wicker ones and even soap ones in the bathroom.

~ *I think I was bom in love with elephants,” Derby sand} with a smile.

"She was born in rural Sussex, England, to parents who taught her to
appreciate all living things. "Walk carefully among the buttercups,” her
father, who taught literature at Cambndge would tell her. "There are
-whole httle worlds down there." :

On a- recent afternoon in Galt; Derby intermpted her day several times
to hand-feed a sparrow with a gruel of ground turkey and water. "I'm not a
radtcal blow -up-the- bu:ldmg animal rights activist,” Derby said. "I'm



L

PAWS has 30, 000 contnbuters worldwfde and an annual budget of 5750 000.

- cIts produce bl” alone 1s $500 per week.

The sometys income from donanons foundatiéns and open houses and

other fund-raisers allows for a comfortable if not extravagant hfestyle

Derby sald

AJthough she has some fond memones of her past Derby has no regrets '

~ about the way her life has tumed out, she said.

On a typical day, she and Stewart rise before dawn and eat breakfast

- “together. While answering machines record telephone calls from the East

Coast, they spend the next three hours getting their four elephants ready
for the day. :

Stewart hoses them down with warm water and Derby prepares their meal of

i'grams and chopped fruit. Stalls are cleaned, feet soaked and nails

clipped. Then the elephants, caressed and reassured throughout the routine,

~are released into their expansnve corral

Derby then retreats to her office for admmnstratwe work whlle Stewart

'~ oversees maintenance of the grcunds and remaining ammals The couple put
 the elephants back in their stalls around 7 p.m. : .

In the evening< if they have no videotapes to review, Stewart ﬂipé on
a baseball game and Derby escapes into a hot bath and a murder mystery. The
two rarely take vacation. :

"We ve talked about gomg ona crunse but I don't think it wxll ever
happen," she said. "No time." e
- No matter, she concluded.

~"Really, if I had my 'wa‘y, I would never leave here,” she seid

splattered with mud, lugging a bucket of peanuts toward an elephant stall
"I would be out here with my ﬂowers and my ammals and [ would never
I eave the property. »

© "But I've got ‘to keep going," she said. "I can't retire because I

want to be sure that when [ die, all these guys and all the others out -
there llke them will have security for life.” :

C APTION:

-APHOTO‘

Bee photographfLaura Chun
Pat Derby says hello to Tammy, a 49- year~old Asian elephant
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ROBERTS BACKS SALLY THOMPSON FOR AG }OB
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Edition: main Section: MAIN NEWS Page 9A
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TEXT:

WASHINGTON . - Kansas Treasurer Sally Thompsons nomination to a top .

~+ Agriculture Department job is on ‘its way to a full Senate vote partly
_through the support of the man who defeated her i in a bitter campaign last

year.

Republican Sen: Pat Roberts sits on the Senate Agriculture Corhmittee
which Thursday unanimously voiced its support for Thompson as Presndent

‘_Clmton s nommee to be the USDA’s chief ﬁnanclal officer.

R think the pre:;rdent and any Cabmet member should certai'n!y have the

right ‘to name the team that they want to work with," Roberts said. "There
* s a time for campaigning and a time to express yourself on the issues, and’

that's passed "

In Washmgton for her confirmation hearing this month, Thorupson said -

'Roberts has been nothing if not gracious: “We all understand what elections

are about, and when they' re over, they re over."

Thompson, a Democrat gave Roberts his toughest race in years, painting

the 16-year U.S. House member as a Washington msnder who took advantage of

congressronal perquxsxtes

Roberts' campaign charges about Thompson's qualifications’ make his
support of her nomination even more surprising. Roberts zeroed in on poor

" investment decisions she made that lost more than $20 million in interest

earnings from ‘trading securities. State legislators eventually stripped -
Thompson's office of its power to make day-to-day investment decisions.

‘Now Thompson is likely to take over finances of one"of the largest

©federal agencies, which is run by a fellow Kansan, Agriculture Secretary
- ‘Dan Glickman. Also a Democrat Glickman served most of his 18 years in
'Congress with Roberts.

Copynght (c) 1997 The Wnchzta Eag e& Beacon Pubhshmg
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HEADLIN'E Pohucs stalls nomination »
Ka.nsas ofﬁaal’s move to post in Washmgton has reached 1mpasse

§

BYLINE: JAMES KUHNHENN, Washington GOrrespondent ‘

BODY:
‘WASHINGTON - Kansas Treasurer Sally Thompson smoveto a top job
in the U.S. Department of Agriculture, a move once . considered a
virtual certainty, is caught in a dogﬁght involving two Tlinois
senators and a tr*rde regulator whose reappomtment they oppose.

The nominations of Thompson, a Democrat prcked to be USDA'S chref
financial officer, and Joe Dial, a Repubhcan chosen for asecond
term on the Commodities Futures Trading Cormmssron, have been moving
. through the Senalte confirmation process asa parr

" Although no procedure requires that the nommatrons be lmked
Repubhcan leaders anticipated problems with Dial and teamed his
nomination with Thompson's to secure the votes of Senate Democrats.

Sen. Richard Durbin and Sen. Carol Moseley-Braun, Illinois
" Democrats, have placed Dial's appointment on hold, a technical
maneuver that . allows any senator to stop avoteon a nommatlon

" 'Durbin and Mo ,eley-Braun say they object to Dial because he
- embraces~ policies that hurt two Illinois institutions - * the Chrcago
Board of Trade and the Chxcago Mercantrle Exchange B

Dial especrally angered the Chicago Board of Trade in September
‘when he broke a tie on the five-member Commodities Futures Trading
‘Commission and killed a board of trade proposal to eliminate Toledo
Oth, and St. Lours as soybean dehvery points.



_~~. - On Friday, Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman wrote a letter to
- several Democratic and  Republican senators asking that Thompson's
nomination be brought up for a vote before the Senate recesses, which
could occur by Sunday. Majority Leader Trent Lott, however, will
_ bring Thompson s conﬁrmanon up for a vote only if Dxal‘s comes up

as well. S : : ;

Sen. Pat Roberts, the Kansas Republican who defeated Thompson in
. last year's Senate race, has been pushing her nomination through the
. Senate. On Friday, Roberts' chief of staff, Leroy Towns, said it
'seemed clear that Thompson's confirmation would not proceed if Dxal'
appomtment remamed frozen.
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Democrats, howaver, insist that Thompson's -nomination should
proceed unimpaired. : -

"For them to argue there is some sort of - parliamentary magnet
holding them together is just absurd," Moseley-Braun spokesman
Michael Briggs said. ‘ '

- "GRAPHIC: Photo, Thompson
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USDA begins collection of the 1997 census of agnculture
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It is the season for farmers and ranchers to "Make It Known -- America
Counts on Agriculture.” More than two million farms and ranches nationwide
will receive a 1997 Census of Agriculture report from within the next few

" days. However, there is something different about this census, according to
~ . Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman. "We are about to undertake a process

 that touches every farmer and rancher in the nation, and for the first time
in history, USDA is responsible for this task," Glickman said. Previous
-censuses of agriculture were conducted by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
The transfer of the census to USDA represents the consolidation of the
entire Federal agricultural statistics program mto one agency. ‘Now there
will be one source for all 1mportant information on agriculture. "By
combzmng the resources of the former Bureau of the Census with the
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) staff, we expect to make

. the results available more than'six months earlier than in the past,”

" Glickman added. "Not only does the census reach everyone during mailout,

. but perhaps more 1mportantly, the results published in the census of

“agriculture report impact farmers and ranches both directly and
" indirectly." Although there are many studies about large-scale farming, the
census is unique because it is the only source of local county-level - '
information about small family farms. Completed report forms are due by
Feb. 2, 1998. The USDA wants farmers to know they are willing to help in
the completion of forms. A toll-free number, 1-888-4AG-STAT, willbe .
answered by local staff from USDA's 45 NASS field offices. In addition,
other local USDA offices will be available to help. Another "first” for the
census of agriculture will be the collection of information about Chnstmas
trees, maple trees tapped and farms with all land under the Conservation S

 Reserve Program. NASS also has fortified efforts to improve the coverage of

~ minority-owned farms. Also for the first time, all farm operators on
American Indian reservations will be counted. Response to the census is
required by law. That same law protects the privacy of the reports

- information about individual operations is strictly confidential, and _
census responses are immune from legal processes. For more information,

- call'the Kanawha/Putnam FSA Office at 776-5256. ' o
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HEADLINE USDA to Spend $ 30 Mllllon on Pork to Shore Up Prlces

2

SOURCE: AP
DATELINEi'Washinqton

BODY: : »
The Agrlculture Department will buy $ 30 million worth of pork to help boost
. sagging hog prlces for farmers, Secretary Dan Glickman said. . ‘

Purchase of the hams, ground pork and canned pork which will go into

- emergency food assistance programs, comes as current hog prices are running
about $ 17.50 per hundred pounds below last year s levels, accordlng to the
National Pork Producers Council.

- Prices are expected to drop as much as 30 percent below 1997 levels durlng
this sprlng and summer unless the. market rapxdly 1mpr0ves.. :

"The purchases will help producers during a period of. low market prlces and
.« .- many food banks and other charitable institutions who are reporting that
their stocks of protein foods such as meats are low," Glickman said.

. The pork council attributes the’prlceidecllne to high suppiles“of meat
coupled with lower-than- expected demand, driven in part by fewer exports to
Asian countrles that are in the midst of a flnanCLal cr151s.

"Global events are ‘impacting hog prlces and many U.S. pork producers' very
survival is at. stake " Jerry King, pre51dent of the producers councml sard
Friday. : , . o

But pork farmer want additional actions. In a letter to Congress, 75
producers said more needs to be done to boost exports, including purchase of
pork for international food aid programs and requiring that pork trade barriers-
be lowered as part of an Internatlonal Monetary Fund ballout in Asia. .

Gllckman noted that the Agrlculture Department has already granted export

" credit guarantees to enable South Korea to purchase $ 13 million worth of pork :
“as it recovers from its flnanc1al woes. . ‘

- LANGUAGE: ENGLISH Lo e e

J-DATE: February 22,.1998’
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" HEADLINE: USDA to prop up hog market
SOURCE: JournaleSentinel wire reports

BODY: ' '

. The Agrlculture Department plans to buy $30 million worth of pork to help
boost sagging hog prices for farmers, Secretary Dan Glickman announced Friday.
Purchase of the hams, ground pork and canned pork, which will go into emergency '
food assistance programs, comes as hog prices are running about $17.50 per '
hundred pounds below last year's levels, according to the National Pork :
Producers Council. Prices are expected to drop as much as 30% below 1997 levels
during this spring and summer unless the market rapidly improves.

«
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HEADLINE: Greenspan Is Enllsted To Press for IMF Fundlng
DATELINE Washlngton

BODY
The Clinton admlnlstratlon brought Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan

‘to Capitol Hill" ‘Thursday to bolster its battle to win support for an extra § 18

billion to help the International Monetary Fund cope’ with financial crises in
Asxa : K

Greenspan accompanied Treasury Secretary Robert Rubin and Agriculture
Secretary Dan Glickman durlng a closed dcor briefing of members of the House
Agrlculture Committee. :

After the dlscu391ons,,members said they still had doubts about the IMF
fundlng request

Rep Larry Combest R~ Texas, sald he wants commitments from Asxan natlons to .
" »ve various barrlerc to American farm exports.

"There are Stlll a lot of questlons out there,"»Combest said. "I don't think\-

.we.are at a p01nt to say one way or the other“ whether IMF fundlng w1ll pass

Rubin and Gllckman sald the discussions were constructive but conceded that
there were unresolved issues. Both said they hope Congress will approve the
requesc for more IMF funds because the Asian crisis otherwise could spread.

- "What you have got is a serlous cr131s in Asia whlch we are d01ng everythlngﬂ

) possxble to deal with in an effectlve fashlon," Rubin said.

'Glickman noted his ‘agency's economists estimated that the Asian crisis could’
result in a loss of § 2 billion to § 3 bllllon in U.S. farm exports this year,

‘depending on how long a recovery takes

Rubln and Greenspan also were scheduled to appear before the Senate Foreign

" Relations. Committee. It8 chairman, Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C. ‘opposes the IMF

funding because of the IMF's "deadly prescription of hlgher taxes and hlgher
1nterest rates" for failing economies.

The battle for the IMF galned support Wednesday from former Presxdents
Carter and Ford, along with Cabinet members in prevxous admlnlstra tlons and 88

" of the country 8 top bu31ness executlves.'

‘In two—page ads appearlng in the Washington Post and the New York Times, the

- aroup drged Congress to resist "a dangerous drift toward disengagement from the.

. onsibilities of global leadership." It urged congressional support for the
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7. .. .+ Omaha World Herald February 12 1998 ' :
'admlnlstratlon s request to replenlsh the resources of the IMF, which has led

- effort’ to assemble § 100 bllllon 1n rescue packages for South Korea,
one51a and Thaxland B} o S

Some Republlcans say they w111 not vote for the measure unless 1t 1ncludes a

"prdposed restrlctlon on international’ famlly plannlng groups that receive

federal funds from performlng abortlons overseas or lobbylng forelgn governments }
B oY llberallze abortlon pollc1es : T

~ "You have to recogane chat liﬁkage (of the anti- abortlon measure and IMP

Support). is a reallty whether _anyone likes 1t or not," Rep " Sonny Callahan,,
‘R- Ala ,,told Rubln :

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: February 12, 1998
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Since its members bcgan arriving hers
last October, the first Fayette County Ameri- s
Corps Team has tackled projects ranging : ® .

from heritage preservation to cleaning up
illegal dumpsites to organizing a food pro-
ject for the hungry. ‘ :
... "“I’s been very fulfilling because of the
kinds of work we are doing,” said Adam
Baake, 22, of Bellingham, Wash. “You see
direct benefits to the community — now and
long term. There's not many jobs out thérc
.where you feel every action has a concrete
benefit.”” : o
" The team, which has a commitment to
{ work through the federal fiscal year that
ends Sept. 30, consists of five young adults
with diverse backgrounds, . ' )
- . Baake, who has a history degree from -
'Comell University, is among the youngest of
the group. The other is local woman Jaime . -
Fecek, 22, of Brownsville, who has a degres
V S : o , ' in public relations from California Universi- .
Y ! . ’ - ty. . .
I : oy . _ " S : 7 Team coordinator Susan Thagard, 28, of .
‘ . bled from a” Over . .y . Pittsburgh, has a degree in fine ant and a cer-
Ssem _ . - : , tificate in planning from the universities of .
‘ ’ . N » o Maryland and Utah. ' n
: | Y Cor S team ta kes On . ’ j " . Craig Kelso, 28, is a native of Spring-
: I I le rl p ; . L -field, Mo., who has a bachelor’s degree in
‘ . ‘ . -t . ~ -history from Southwest Missouri State Uni- . -
- - t , f r 0 ects ln Cou n y versity. Last summer, he moved to Morgan- -
Varl e y 0 p J ' ’ ’ - o “town and is working on a master’s degree in
- ' A . _ L -, public history at West Virginia University.
' L ; : * o ‘ ' Amy Myers, 28, is a native of Atlanta,
- By FRANCES BORSOD! ZAJAC : A . ‘ - Ga., who has a bachelor’s degree in political
Herald-Standard Staff Writer science from the University of Maryland and

g [ p— . . ’ ‘ ‘ o - aldw degree from Maryland Law School.

N



“It's been very fulfilling.

‘ause -of the kinds of
work we are doing...You
see direct benefits to the
community — now and
long term. There’s not
many jobs out theresv
where you feel every
action has a concrete
benefit.” :

 _ADAM BAAKE

~ Fayette County

. i Team member
AmgnCorps I Hie

iCorps is Presi Clinton’si
AmeriCorps is President o 51
national service program, operated b);t:xl:::
United States Department of Ag:;lncx:i ture: .
(USDA), which engages 20,000 Ame ans,
in performing service that meets commu dy
reads in return for an educational awan L
"h may be used to pay for college, job-
 .ng, graduate school or to pay ba%: stu;-
cent loans. The majority of Am:;x Corps
members are working in partnerships, it
states, local governments and non-pr 1
" ALions. o o N
qtgﬁg?&. the Fayette County team :li-, ‘
working through the Southwestern Pennsy |-
vania Heritage Prescrvat(iiop '%om:;xsis:o‘x;l : i
internship program and is bas e
. g‘a:ional lfoad Heritage Park _heédquartgrs in 2
Fﬁf?ﬁ:gﬁi‘:{mgc: preservation commission )
put together the team, searching for mct:;: ;
bers who were interested in lhenwgc devel-
nt. - o
opxxemeﬁCorps sites. are selected bec:::s:
‘they meet any of three criteria: cmgzycm.
ment, enterprise or champion zones. vod
County is a champion commumty, meamm b
it has met specific income and unemp
ment levels. S sous pro-
* Here is a breakdown of the van -
jc:cti‘sl that involve the Fayme‘Cqumvy Ameni i
Cor\",:g;gmlc;gheny River Trail: Kelso is
m iling an inventory of hnsgoncalf sucﬁ'
'f}?mganbcsecn from 43 miles of the hgui%.
River Trail Nonh.lwl'gicl:h 2::&53 é‘rg:!:im :w&
' Hsville.
B apieb oo ke ovens, paichi
e are 30, including co avens, pach
Overholt Distillery. He will then !
e égli;pui‘:terprctative materials for the 5{1;15. ;
;c ding to produce the materials (possi thi
:m ues) is not available at this umef, bu;in
g:ggram will be ready should funding

. become available. .
becnr{’é been golng to Yﬂn

-

ous historical

A e e ) s < A

societies and develo
the historic sites). I'rg trying to develop a
T data base for anyone who comes into the

area and is interested in the heritage,” said: . .

Kelso. . A «

The survey is expected to be completed;
by the end of the. summer and copies will be:
‘given to the Regional Trails Corp. and all;
historical societies along the trail, including!
Connellsville Historical Society, Tri-Town:
Historical Society and Perryopolis Area Her-:
. itage Society. I
' lmpmvingvsewage systems: Kelso has!
- been working with USDA Rural Develop--

. ment and Yough Sewage Authority to link
funding sources with individuals not con-

- hected to any sewage system in the Dawson-
Vanderbilt area. Hé has hosted two town
meetings for the project which could affect:
upto 1,500 people. - - |

Keiso noted federal funding is available:
on a limited basis, but there is usually a five-;
year waiting period, g ,
- "My goal is to let them know there are:

* - Ooptions available and a possible source of
funding,” he said. : '

National Road Heritage Park — Flar'. .

Iron Building: Kelso is working on al
brochure for the Flat Iron Building in

..~ Brownsville which is expected to be opened -
to the public this fall as an interpretative and

welcome center for the National Road. The .

- brochure, which will be available on-site and '

through mailings, will include information L

on Brownsville and area sites. Kelso said ;

Brownsville area artifacts, such as old pho-
tographs and postcards, can be donated to
the interpretative center by contacting the-

Brownsville Historical Society at Nemacolin .

- Castle. ‘ s, B :

East End Community Ceater: On May

" 11, Myers led a team that included commu- - ;
nity members and other volunteers as they-
made cosmetic improvements to the Union-
town center, located at 395 E. Main St. The

center provides a safe haven for children to ,
learn social and academic skills through

_onc-on-one tutoring and mentoring pro- |

grams. About 285 students participate each -

year. 3

and other materials for the project, which
included painting both the interior and exte-
rior of the center. . B |
“Ultimately, the roof needs repaired and
they need shelves,” said Myers. , o
Fecek and Thagard were also involved
with the project. o ’

Junk yards: Myers i,s”p‘roducing an- .

inventory of junk yards along the National
" Road in Pennsylvania with a goal of clean-
ing themup., -~ . : S

ped a survey form (for

Faris Carpc:s 'and k-mm donated paint l .

’ :

S e——
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I've talked to three owners and they've

Myers said two jtink yards in Brier Hill

been cooperative,” said Myers. 1

Acar the Peter Colley Tavern andl

Brownsville Drive-in were recently pur-{
chased and the new owners are going to.i-.
clean them up. e |
. She also said there is a plan to replace a-
- fence at Shartzer’s Auto Wreckers facar:

Nemacolin Woodlands and that school chij. !

dren will be recruited o paint a mural on the *
cn on
New one. Funding for the Farmington project *

will be rg:g“e, through the National Road

Hcgtage .
anting historic trees: A tree-plantine |
. :::rgmony will take place from Conngus\zﬂg f
5 -awson May 25 along the Yough River
rail using seeds from famous trees. The
!\zVOr!: is being done in cooperation with the |
egtonal Trails Corp. and Allegheny Power,
which is supp} ying the trees. '
- Myers said local officials can ch

to 20 trees from a variety of historic ;)us:c:sp
: ;geh_as a white ash from the Cincinnat; |
“Ume of Han:net Beecher Stowe, author of !
ncle Tom's Cabin;™ a paper birch from |
: hPopsmouth. N.H., boarding home where |
rat er-of the U.S. Navy, John Paul Jones. -
tved; a honey locust fiom the tree that pro- .

vided shade to President Abraham Lincoin

v -

-

———

~ when he delivered the famed Gettysburg

: : a chestnut oak from S
Vi, the birthplace of Robert E. uLfD;ﬁ :as'z‘-'
cm redbud from the Glen Echo, Md., study
’of Amencan Red Cross founder Clara Bar.
:::. and sycamore seeds that were part of :
official payload of Apollo 14in 1971, -
Improving houses: Baake is working

"with USDA Rural Development to ;
. \ to
rural home owners about g grant—anldn-t;%:: ?

program for improvements to their
One percent loans of up to SIS.%(‘)’O are

- available for low-income applicants while

property owners 62 and older may be eligi-

:‘lie at;oi; gams up to $7.500. Baake has a&sig-

Do rmation nwctnngs in Vandgrb:lt and. ’. )
“We've had small turnouts but positive

results. I think we've had five applicants. -
. . "‘W

*requests will be reviewed by a commitiee of |

- begin in early summer.

* Road as a tourist destination,” said Baake.

- quarters: Baake is also working on a pro- |
~ ject to convert one of the oldest garages on ¥

_will be an adaptive use of a now-vacant ¢

- events, including entertainment and the

~ for Centerville and Scenery Hill which will |
be placed before the state committee for :

- County. .

.chlantodo:nimmiings.” Baakcsmd.

Devploplng a local loan program:
Baake is working with three local banks —

Integra Bank of Fayette County, Fayette

Bank and Integra Bank of Washington
County — to develop a local low-interest ;
program for property owners along the !
National Road. The program is a parmership

with the National Road Heritage Park to pro-

vide loans at an interest rate under the prime |
rate, Owners who wish to rehabilitate his-

toric homes or businesses along the National -
Road can make application to the heritage -
park. There are no income guidelines. Their -

community members. The program will
““The program serves two purposes: it’s a
caralyst for community development and it .
improves the ‘desirability of the National
" New [nterpretative center and head-
the National Road into an interpretative cen-

ter on 20th century uses of the road. Baake
will not yet reveal the location but said it ;¥

structure. It will be restored into a 1920
garage which includes the interpretative cen- 7
ter and National Road Heritage Park offices:
when completed. Artifacts pertaining tot
. automobile travel and early 20th century |
will be accepted at a later date. Funding for !
phase 1 will be available this summer. Baake
said the project will not be completed until
at least 1998, .
National Pike Festival: Baake is orga-
nizing an art-and-essay contest for elemen-
tary- and middle-school students along the

“a

-,

.‘ - National Road, using the theme, “Life |:

Along the National Road.” Thagard is work- |®
ing with officials to coordinate festival

wagon train. . :
National Register of Historic Places |/
nominations: Baake completed nominations |

review in June. If the nominations pass, the :
communities could expect to be on the ,

National Register before the end of the year. «

Baake is also submitting applications for
two additional properties — the Josiah Frost -

" House at Searights, which is associated with -
- the Searights Tavern, and the Doughtery

Tavern in Donegal Township, Ww:morgland

‘



Supervising interns: Baake will super-
~ ¢ two intems obtained for the National
ad. Heritage Park from the Southwestern
wnsylvania Heritage Preservation Com- -
. ssion, who are developing an interpreta- '
: plan for the S-Bridge, located in Wash- :
ton County along the National Road. The
dge, one of four surviving bridges in
ansylvania and Ohio, is being réstored |
ough a federal program administéred by !
anDOT. Interns Renu Pavate. a graduate [
dent majoring in architecture from Wash-
ston State University, and Molly Miller, a
itorian from Hiriam College in Ohio,
ive May 20. ‘ '
‘Baake, Kelso and Ann Safely, of the
nnsylvania Historical and Museurn Com-
ssion as well as a National Road Heritage
r* * -ard member, are supervising four
. ained from the. heritage commis-
n. . the Fayette County Redevelopment
ithority who will be conducting & survey
~ potential historic districts. They begin
X in June. ‘ 4 ‘
Rails to Trails: Thagard is working as a
ison with the Pennsylvania Corps of Rails
Trails and the Allegheny Trail Alliance on
- rail-trail maintenance study. It’s 4 how-to
side on building and maintaining the traiis
. at is aimed at assisting future projects.
*“The idea is to be used by ail trail groups
ross the country,” said Thagard who is
ncentrating on the Piusburgh-to-Cumber-
. .nd segment. :
Thagard is also helping the Pennsylvania
rector of Rails to Trails on his greenway
plementation program, which establishes

ail. :
‘When her current projects are completed,.
nagard will continue to assist these groups.
Cleaning up: Fecek recently organized a .
-eanup with students and teachers from the
razier School District and other volunteers’

criteria for prioritizing efforts to build a

to pick up trash along six miles of the future
Yough River Trail North near Perryopolis:
The group worked in cooperation with the
Regional Trails Corp., Pennsylvania Clean
Ways and Perryopolis Area Heritage Society
to cleun an area from Wickhaven to Round
Bottom, and cleared 68 acres of George
Washington Grist Mill Park in Perryopolis.
The group hauled six dump-truck loads of
trash from the area. '

Fecek explained the students were able to

obtain community service credits from Fra-
zier for the project. Students who complete a
certain number of hours receive a certificate
and an invitation to a banquet. Fecek pre-
pared for the effort by speaking at the high
school along with a state geologist.

“It. was a big success,” said Fecek.

USDA Summer gleaning project: Fecek
is also organizing a project to rescue food
that might otherwise be wasted from. area
restaurants. schools, catering services and
grocery stores to be donated to the Fayette
County Community Action Foodbank in
Uniontown. '

Fecek will lead a team of five additional .

AmeriCorps volunteers. Only eight states
‘will receive teams for this program, which is
new for the USDA and predominantly done
in the South. S
*This team wants 1o make sure that the
project lasts once they're gone,™ said Fecek.

Major partners are Linden Hall near
Dawson and Nemacolin Woodlands in
Farmington as well as Threshoid Housing.
The latter is providing office space for the
gleaning team. : _ o

. Education: Fecek attempted to work
with schools on an education project that fell
through due to weather and teacher sched-
ules. ‘ ' o o

- However, she created a brochure on field
trips to historical sites in Fayette County for
students in grades kindergarten through 12, -

All members of the team said they have
enjoyed their work in the AmeriCorps pro-

s so far. S e

“It’s been very fulfilling,” said Thagard.

“For me, it's a grear leaming expenence.
I'm growing in leadership skills,” said

“You're leaming how the world works,"”
said Fecek. : ' o

*“It's an excellent opportunity to work
with community leaders,” said Baake. ‘

" Noted Thagard, “It’s nice to take ompro~
jects that people always wished could be -
taken on but never are.” : :

Members say it’s likely another Ameri-
Corps team will be assigned to Fayette -
County in October. ' .

For more information on any AmeriCorps
projects, members can be reached at the .
National Road Heritage Park at 329-1560.
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] \mmals with

pscudorabies will be
sold at. market price.

By ANNE FITZGERALD

REGISTER AGRIBUSINESS WRITER

“The economic crisis raging -
" through the U8 pork industry

may have a silver lining, both
for the owners of hog herds.
plagued by a viral disease and

ment .

T ng DES Mm\ss RE{.NTFR

UsDAto I)urchase aﬂiﬁﬁﬁ{

for. thv wider industry.
.S, Secretary of Agricu-

ture Dan Glicksnan announced

Thursday the government will

buy out hogs afflicted with

pséudorables. which nas

‘plagued the pork industry for

decades.’
_Undet the program, l'armers

. with hﬁ cirrying the disease’

could

;Iiemtothego

rrent market

mce‘, b

-

‘ wou!d hdw
-slaughtered. '

‘e;gn markﬂs to’

'VQVenuneng then

L] Frun,w DEC F\!Hl- R

35, 1998

the dmmals
Eliminating the dmvaao 18
expected to open up some for-
s,
© Al Tank executive director
of the National Pork Produc-
#s Council in Clive, called the .
‘prograr “a three-for,” because
H cowld sid U.S. hogs of the
¢, incréase foreign ex-
md teduce 1he glut of

nwat on the market. .
In . addition,” Glickman an-
nounced a  moratorium  on

USDA credit lending for farm-
ers wanting to huild additional

hnn nrnﬂnf" nn f'""ll!fipﬂ call-

weh vl

’mg it “an important signal o -

the market and lenders” that
"the government was serious
about ‘slowing growth in the
supply of hogs.bn the market..
Mike Dunn, a Keokuk native
who is uniﬁersecretary of

o
.

agriculture for marketing and
regulatory programs, said the

pseudorabies indemnification

program could cost as murh as

$8b million. :
- Towa, the nation's No. 1
pork-producing ‘state, has

~more U.S. hogs afflicted with

pseudorabies than any othey
state, he and others said.
Glickman announced the

PGR‘K‘Tur‘n to Page 4&
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PORK

Continued from Page 1A

bﬁyout in a radio broadcast outlin-
. ing his department's efforts to ease

the growing financial crisis facing
hog farmers. .

The new program will accelerate a =

Y

national pseudorahics .siadicalion
program established in 1989 At that

time, the disease was found in 30
percent of lowa's hog herds and cost.

. lowa pork producers an estimated
- $20 million in losses annually,

The state-federal campaign to
eradicate the disease has reduced
those numbers, but it still is a major
problem for the industry, officials
said.

1.7 Miillion Animds :

in all, 1.7 million animals in 1,291
Uu.s. hogherdshave the disease. In
lowa, 480,320 hogs in 632 herds have
the disease, or more than 28 percent
of all U.S. hogs under pseudorabies
quarantine and 49 percent of the na-

tion's herds, according to govern-

_ ment records.
Participaiion in the voluntary pro-
gram would take diseased animals
off the hands of farmers and put

- money in their pockets, government

" Dan Glickman
annoupced
the buyout in

AL~
2 TRlaT

broadcast.

and industry officials said. Alterna-
tively, farmers whose hogs have the
disease can administer vaccines to
eradicate it, but that is a costly and
time-consuming option.

It may take six months for the
government to buy the diseased
herds, Dunn said. By contrast, using
vaccination to eradicate the disease
would require another two years, he
said.

Officials also said the buyout pro— ‘

gram could open the way for certifi-

* cation of U.S. pork as being free of

pseudorabies. In tum, that would
boost pork exports and help clear

‘the price-depressing supply of pork

t.hat has plugged the pipeline from
s to market this year.
Dum\ called the program “a fan-

‘tastic opportunity” to rid the US.
“hog herd of the disease, while also
opening more markets for U.S. pork .

exports. While consuming just a
smail portion of all pork produced

here, pork exporis have grown dra-

matically in recent years. Aside from

this year's setbacks due to financial’ '
woes in such markets as Asia and’

Russia, exports continie o ve a
bright star for the pork industry.
Challenges Remain -

The industry still faces enormbus
chalienges in the months ahead, in-

cluding what to do about the in- -

crease in imports of Canadian hogs.

" Shipments from Canada are up 37
percent this year over last, further

depressing U.S. pork prices, Tank

-said.

“That is a huge issue, and we have

“got to find a way to address it,” he

said. Pseudorabies is a herpes virus

that spreads from pig to pig through .

the-air and by physical contact. It
cannot be contracted by humans,
and meat harvested from infected
hogs is not harmful to human heaith.

But the disease can be fatai to

hogs. Young pigs are particularly

susceptible, according to experts. -
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Jre. — Btudents”
" nmiled tailet paper. .

all over the front
atep at their
rydalo; then

- aide to celebrate. N

- ition was wall de-

P L Y O
’uaumusow

nd Charmin bath- L

"+ the nesdy.

i r was one of the

after items for
«oliday donation
" ountainoua stack

me rising up out- ‘
- COIN DRIVE ~— instructor Dan -
- Dugan helps gather $1,290 In

. ol was reminia-
_ ary &tore atock

. of appleas and
‘ed of fresh watsr-
xix, green beans,
sanut butter and
v and cheeae,
¢ and rutabagas
i the front step.

o 7, a week bafore

- ve, students be-
ablmg the pile
+’it to food bankas.
38 will receive

" Jonations direct-

~atudents strassed thot the

coins that students contributed to
'buy toys tor neady children.

Pretty much averybody in the
school brought something.”
The holiday spirit tran-

- scended cliques or cluba.

While the 310 students in
the rural Perrydale school
-digtrict west of Salem are
predominately farm kida, -

_donation drive was a school-

started. This year, students
retained the caompetitive apirit
while again remembering the
true purpoes of their drive.
“We want to help people,”
said Tracy Neal, sophomors
class president and FFA sen-

‘tinel. “As much ae we want to

heat each other, it's al] |;o
holp people.”
Creatavxw made the axpe.n

© enece fun. Studenta caliad their
. coin drive the “copper-silver,”

and under the rules, pennide -

were deamed “good” while silver

coing ware deemad ‘bad.” The
result was students trying to
dump as many of their nickals,

: dunaaandquarwmmothsr

clagoes’ jars while hording pen-
nies in their own containers. -
The food and clothing dri-

" ves, completed in two weeks,

stressed eelf-roliance and ini-

tiative. Students approached
farmers and grocers directly .

for donations. Bome evaon
contactad the toilet paper

-makers. and received free |
packagea of bathroom tissue.

"Hutchinson, who sorves as
FFA coordinator at the ‘

. achonl, anid ha_ incornoratad.

FFA pnnciplea into his talkn .

_immaediate action,
 atructure of the industry willbe. -
“irreparably damaged.” . .
Glickoman aaid the :50 million gov-
armment pork purchase would be ax-
pedited to provide immediate relief, -

" including a $3.1 million purchase of -

. ¥ o
m——

ren won't be left  wide effort, not limited to about the effort..
8 collectad $1,290 FFA students. * *I want kids to learn ser-
in drive, and the The food and clothing dnve vice to their community is
change will pay  started last year when 10th - impartant,” he said. “This is
oungsters. 8tu- '~ grade teachar Dan Dugan chal- real teamwork. This is team-
K-12 achoot also ‘lenged Kirk Hutchinson’'s - work put into action.”
- dle of donated ' ‘freshman ag class to a conteat. . Sometimes the leasons
- listribution. . They assigned points to respec: came in unorthodox fashion.
- ne pretty good,"  tive articles of clothing and for ““We just did a unit oo ag .
wn Brandon Atha.  pounds of food. The clasa with - sales, and I told them calling -
school, we'got 8 the most points would win. . up a perason and asking for
- W money. The: - ° Hutchinson's freshmen ., toilet paper m what ag sa]ae f
. Vagot good kida: - won, and a tradition' was -~ is all about.*
:"ﬂ w . .N-‘l\ il

Y -

‘Nm before hava us. pork pm- .
ducera sxporienced such a devas-
tating economic state,” gaid NPPC
president Donna Reifschneider.

The Farm Burcau presidents
wrote to Glickman that without

4nul]mnpom1dslaatweek

| uovernment
| buys pork
‘to boost prnces |

WASHING’I‘ON {(AP) — The

‘ government ie buying $16 million -
- worth of pork to boost sagging hog -
| prices and keep-food banks from -

running out of meat dunng the
hohday Bseason.
The purchase will make up to

50 million pounds of pork awul- :

able to the poor.

“Traditionally manyd‘Amms .
- food banks facs food ahortages dur-

ing this time of year,” Agriculture
Sccrotary Dan Glickman said.

. Prices for hogn are at their low-
o8t prices in mors than 40 Yyoars .
‘hecause of an oversupply. Last

: pork cri- -

- sis task force that would maks rec-

weoek, Glickinan formed a
ammendations to halp the industry.

| On Monday, he met privately with
separats groups of meatpackars, ’

retailers and farmers.
Last month, Qlickmman an-

fmmdt.hapurchmeofsmmﬂhnn

in park far food asdstance programa.
The latast purchase was wslcomse,

but it dosen't go far enough, eeid Stave
Cdm.aspukmnmnfm‘thnNanwal'
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. e vz 4 CHIGEEO Sun-Times

BY LYNN SwEET
. SUN.-TIMES WASHINGTON BURKAY

. Scientists have discavered a powerful new
" tompound they bope can be used to help
locats infestations of the Asian long-horned
beetle, which has destroyed more than 900
Chicago ‘area trees, the Sun-Times bas
learned.

Agriculture Secretary Daniel Glickman
will anngunce today that researchern in his
department have developed, ere testing and
seek to patent what a department official
called & new "chemical attractant and lure.”

-USDA scieptists isclated apd were able o
. srtificially reproduce two chemicals pro-
' duud by male beetles that appes: to be

e s v e A WO A,

Mot s

PUWLL auiovioie

~ source said. In tests st USI)A

Kids becoming
guests of honor

n'l' nrh ’n kn-h'\ln

f n agnlﬂ’

Chemlcal may aid in detectmg pest

Chemical Laboratory i in Beltsville, Md, the
lure proved so strong it caused both male
snd female beetles to fly upwind when it
was released at the far end of a wind tunnel.

US. and Chinesa acieptista have just
started Field tests in Chins, where the beetle
originated, and officials jn Chicago have

‘asked (o test it in a newly discovered

infestation area in Kilbourn Park
The USDA official ssid it i3 hoped the
compound “may help flush out undelected

»infeat‘ahom and better monitor bigh-risk

‘.L‘— Mo Vs o oo Fom 28m B e
BN u; ouunuuno Rt Y u‘uwu By e

The only way to find beetles now is to look

fos them and their exi! and egg-laying holes
with the naked eye or binoculars.

Glickman. is to announce the discovery
tod.ay during the first meeting of the Presi-

dent's Council on Invasive Species, formed -
" Iast February in the wake of the invasion of

the beetles and other destructive pesta.
In Chicagp, the stete expanded its Asian

loog-horned - beetle quarantine to cover o
quartes-mile area ¢entered on Keating and -

Comelia, where five infested trees have been
found since July 14. The area is bounded by

P T T | T TSRS T

- A ¥ . -
v Uas bias WOeRaly A LSWWRAIAS Uik S4AG SFUS by

Lamon on the west and Khox on the east.

created

No Asian loog-borned beelles in any

living stage of development may be removed ’

from the area, nor may any bardwood,
firewood or any part of any tree that Is a
host to the beetle. Known hosts include
maple, horse chestnut, apple, Chinaberry, .
mulberry, poplar; cherry, pear, locust, wil-
jow, elm and citrus. .
State and federal surveyors found five
beetle-infested trees Wednesday in DuPege
County near Addison, adjoining the ares
along Rohiwing Road, where 42 lrees with
beetle exit holes or egg- -laying sites were
destroyed in April. Experts in bucket trucks
checked trees around Clarendon and Junior
Terrace in Lake View but found po pew

' mgns oI' mfestabon.
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Plum Island con51der1ng a hlgher level of research securuy

-4
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Animal Disease Center, uses a pmmful nticroscopz 10 -

~ Officials say country
" ill-prepared to deal -

with new diseases
By PALA CHORRLRE.
fhy Saall Writer

Pioe in-u. v .
saying little sbout whst they do. offy.

_chals st the animal disease research fa-
cllity on this toy istand sreene cam

paign to reassuce the public of Re sefe-

. 2y.znd make the argument sbout the -

ne«l for even more Memus mtm:h

- After yests of

Scientisls are hecomln. increasingly

* sware of viruses that are s threal lo

bolh aniroals and peuple, yet the coun.

try is H-equipped to study this new -

public heaith dwnger, sald P Keith bur.
tay, director the Nstional Anlmal Dis-
et Center in Ames, lowa. To properly
evsiuste theve new disesses will re-
quire an snimal revearch facility with

" a higher lovel of security Morray sald.
- Murray misde bis comments Tues.

dey 10 a group of Jowrrsaiists invited to

tbg:‘ m island Animal Disesss -
‘mg %he visits come cne day after

the research center hosted Jocal gov.
ermment officials from mm in south

‘eeslern Copnecticui sod Long ielassd:

. Wtowbllshdnmlﬂhlﬂnbe

partment of Agriculture, which oper-

-ates (he revearch center, iy comidertng

beooming a “Blosecurity Leved 4 facill-.
ty The highest designation, it would o}

 Sow hishly cordagious disesses thatcan )
be dezdly to humens, aswellas o) - -

. moaks, to be rvestigated on Plum isand .-
‘Animal illnesses that can kil humans

ars not the subject of resesrch there
Shrouded in secrecy and off lmlis to
the public, the 305-ecre island has lorg
bees rumored to be the site of bielogt-
cal warfare resesrch, & conteation
strongly dended by oficials Tuesday
Anisoal resesrch bas been conducted -

_ there since 1664, when It was aban.

\—ﬁ

1w a virus specimen

there

‘mmummhamlnm

Scre PR WBLANE piage S

e —

-“mu

{g loned as a military faclllry V
-~y The public will get an opportunity

0 question the practioes on Plum is-

« 4nd and the plans for its future

. then the USDA hosts.an tnforma

;‘ lonal meeting at 7p.m. Thursdsy at

@ hr.(.)s‘pe'g‘atc hie Efementary School

©pressure found in the area of highest
contamination — the 40 animal con.

- lainment roomms. They range from
" the size'of alarge closet {o 11,000
‘Square foot room capable of ban-.
thing two dozen callle, snid Jel¥ Bab
coch. animal care supervisor.

The negative pressure leature
* domed as 2 mititary facility.
.. The pubhic will get an opput tunmty
T question the practices on Plum Is.
"34nd and the plans for its fulure
Mheo the USDA hosts an informa.
onal meeting at 7 pm. Thursday at

E / 5\ he Oswegatchie Elementary School

Waterford. The federaily owned 1s
)lnd 1s located only a few mUes from
e Connecticut coast and less than a
Youde from Long island. ' ‘
s While it has not made a formai re
Qllt'sl to ongress the Agr wunure’

Bcparduht is discussing the need
jor & Level 4 [aciiity for animal re-
Yearch, officials sald. Becaase anl:

wbal research is done there, Plum ls- .
is the lead candidate for sucha -

Ncility. said D Alfonso Torres, the
Beputy sdministrator of the Animal
S5 Plant Health Inspection Service
Al the USDA. He estimated construc:

. wnmnummmmbn

<2 Level 4 research is conducted st

h\e US. Centers for Disease Controd-

3n Atianta, Ga., but that work focuses

.)m faral comagious ilinesses that
) eaten humans. Theré is no such
ﬁcw:y dedicated % anlmal research,

A‘zld Murray Uinti recently. Murrsy
agrved as director of the only such
Tpcility in the wortd, tocated in Gee-
lm Australia it opened (n 1966

i ,- Murray said recent history shou

the need for a Level ¢ animal re-.

‘ m«xmw

<+ B in 1971 there was a large vpidem:
ac of Venezuelan equine encephalitis

: ncross much of the southern US.
. Hormallv circulated tn wild burds

and mosquitoes, the itiness in 197¢

* . spilled over into humans Thousands
ol people wece infecled and about 50

«dkd 39"’1!!: and lhe use of uc

cines halted the spread.

the country's pig tndustry was ml-\ '

cusly dameged.
Murray said scientias lnn no e
planation why such outbreaks are

beooming more cormon. Without s

proper research facllity to investl-

gale them, the couniry h vulmersbie

he said.

“Nipah Virus is a very serious po
tential threat fo the U S. swine indus
ry lis introduction mudcvnuu

* the ndustry More importangly .
. fected swine would be 2 dnmmus .

source of infection for the general

. ‘public as well as those working in the

~ and Hendra virus ..
- et do resesrch 00 these viruses We

. x

awine industry,” Murray said. “Vei

desplte the dangers posed by Nipsh
the USDA can.

. have no programs to develop diag-

Dostic tesis .. to ensure that these
viruses are not accidentally brought
intothe US "

‘Murray said the increase to Level

4 wauld not be 1o protect the pablic,’
but praovide greater protection for

markers Srienticte wnnld have 1o

wmm ﬁonnd in (b2 area of highest
contamination — the 40 animal con-
tainment rooms. They rango from

" the size @l « larys closet v o00-
. square-foot room capable of han.

ditng two-dopen catile, said Jeff Bab

- cock, anfmal care supery or.
- The aegslivo pressure festure

meany no microorganism can flow

out of the room. but instead is ~
sucked tnward to rermain in contain-
- ment. Highly sensitive Niers are

uweed to capture any particies that sre
venivd to or framy the buiMding. - .
iteros are only relessed from the

" research center after being mnitiaed

and tested to make eure no living or. -
mbmmmlm. sald Thomas Sewic -

i, safedy oo for the faciily Virs) -

sampies shippad to amd from the fa- -

cllity sre packed in Righ-lmpactship

ping crales and packed with an or-
saoism that would Rill the vjrus
shouid there be a breach m thecon- .

All visltors to the high security ar

- #as must rerpove all jewelry, com-

pletely. strip and don. underwear . k
juwmpsuits and sneakers piavided by

" operators. Upon leaving. the jump-
_ suits and clothing are discarded: the
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suite 1o he buar ned and lho rlnlhmg
“disinferted. Al visitors miust shower
_ Vp;“‘nﬂivf') I{rtorv lraving, making
“sure to sarape under their nails. blow
. thess noses and. spit to make suie

~ they carry no microorganisms out
- with ‘them. "Eyeglasses must be’
S dipped in dmnrecta.n! be{oreeming\
© conlzinment.
Despile these pucauuons. ytsnog: o

.also agree to avold for five days any
contacl writh catile, sheep, goals,

© dect. pigs. pet binds, domestic pouhivy

- and rannot visit during that time
“farms, tons and pet stores

R

n Atiatta, Lia . bui thet work focuses

* Y fatal contagious uinesses that~
" threaten humans There isno such

{ncnu:y decicated 10 anial research,

© ad Murray Untdl recently, Murray -

werved as director of the only such

hctlu} In the worid. located in Gee
‘ 1003. ‘Assstralia. W opencd in 1986,

2+ Murray said recent history shows

‘ 1hc need for a Level 4 animal re.
. ‘search facily.

.*.!ulmw:ntﬁsawwldam

"¢ of Vemazuelan equine encephalitis

eroes much of the gouthern U.S.

Normmy circulated in wild birds
AN mosgwiascs, the. Hlness in 1971

-spilled over info humans. Thousends

»d'powiznnw«tedudamso
- ‘died. Spraying snd the use of vac:

Zines halted the spread. .

T Ilaﬂnmtym:mm.
ﬂmm:.wuatmndmm -
1u(la and was found {o be lethai in

both horses and humans. The virus

“as quickly con!mlled before I

spned

" * m Recently, West Nile virus was

Jound in New York and Connectiout.
Again, 8 vims common In birds snd
Mosquitoes affected humans and ath-
er animals. Eight humsn deaths
‘were linked wlhooumrut. sald Lee

. Ann Thomae, scting dbmm’ the re.

search cenler. .

N I'ﬂ'aismramwvirus—lhem '
pah Virus — was discovered in.

‘Malaysia where ii-spread from ples
4o farm workers. About 100 deaths

. 'wm attributed to the outbrcak. and

..

AvT N Nt

- and Hendra virus

gzalt aaem lhr' couniny s vulﬂera!vk
he saud.

“Nipsh Vlrm‘lu m serfous po-

tential threal to the U'S. swine indue

“try M5 introduction would devastate |

the industry. More importantly .. in

- vlg_cled swine would be a dangerous:
source ol ipfection for the general
‘public 23 well as those working in the
swine Industry,” Murray satd. “Yet.

despite the dangery posed by Nipah
have no programs o deveiop disg:

nosticVoNT™,. to ensure that thése -

viguses are nol -ecidemnlu brought
intothe US."

Murray saig i acisscs to Lowel
4 would not be to protect the pablic,

- but provide greater protection for
workers. Scientists would have Yo
wear “space sults” when desling
with these deadly virnses. Better fa--
‘clidies would be needed to handle

farge anirnals purposely mfected for
resaarch purposes.

... the USDA can-

" AlLvBOrs 16 the high-security ar
e2s must remove alf jewelry, com-
. pletely sirlp dor’ underwesr,
jumpaults and wleakers provided by
operatars. Upon leaving, the Jump
sults and clothing are discarded, the

suits to be burned and the clothing”
disinfected. Al visitors inust shower -
extensively before leaving, making

sure 10 scrape under theis nalh, blow.
their noses and spi to make sure
- thev cart's no microurganisms out.
with them. Eyeglasses m
atpped tn disinfectant bcfen exiling
conthinmsat.
Dédphie these mmbm. visitors
slso sgree o svold for five days any
contact with caftle, sheep, gosts, .
- Azer nles net hirds, domestic poultry

and cannot visit during (hat tunu*. R . 

farms, 2008 and pet stores. - ..
Ench year » hunt is conducled to -
kit any deer that have managedlo
swim to the Island and breed there.
. Last year sbout 3 dozen were found
and killed, Sawicki ssid.

-

During the most current Nacal .

vear, ending Sept. 20, sbout 250 pigs

were destroyed during Plum Island”

research, 2 well as several cattle and

sheep, Thomas sald. All animale

nsed in research on the istand are de-
stroyed and their carcasses inciner-
ated. C

Reporters taken on & lour Tuesddy -

were shown the cxlemlve measures

" alresdy taken to ensure no viruses-

capes from the resesrch laboratories.
Research faciiiibes sickeptunder.
negalive pressure. with the lowest

. —
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There's ‘dnéw fpilace ohk the Web

R
l !
- O stock q'i;.sote
® search'fn

fi

N Public Listen?
tech stocks [l | § ~. - o
techindex || f~ 7% ~°
red herring |
world business
small business EE— o
-ndustrywa,tchi BETHESDA, MARYLAND, U.S.A. (NBj) --
SN BN By Bob Woods, Newsbytes. Food industry
SN NN and government officials gathered at &~
CLDEE RN BN supermarket in suburban Washington, DC
Jretvo i B today to declare that local food stores will
MRS be ready for the Year 2000 date chanje. -
CURRUREINEN But a new survey out today shows that not
‘ SRR all Americans are buying Uncle Sam's view
Markets & | || |ESAE ] S o ,
Investing ' | At a press event held in a Bethesda,
EICOREIRIIEIME Md., grocery store, Giant Food inc. Vice
RETIEIGYE] President Barry Scher said that food

PO A aYebr e
. , .

|

- RS CICIER I companies are “"ready for consumers 0

us markets, i Bl buy food and grocery products over the
=] New Year's holiday and beyond."
Services = | Scher and others assured the pubilii: at
SIS geCCL I the event - which Newsbytes attended -
bond center j
SN public about the ability to buy food, as
eiiptz=l “there will be plenty of groceries on hand.”

|

- SICALCEE I Echoing what many officials said af this

search

, - morning's event, Scher urged consurners
site map

to "shop like they would for any other

3 holiday season.” :

g Qpticel. - "Even without the year 2000, there's
SRR going to be a lot of busy stores, and a lot of
Dol shopping," Scher said. "Your local reiailer

a ‘; has been working with suppliers to bz

BN well-stocked. If people would just use '

John Koskinen, the chair of President.
Clinton’s Council on Year 2000 .= -
Conversion, said the food industry his -
spent "billions" in fixing and remediating
their systems for the Y2K event.

The task of fixing the food industry's Y2K

- T 1 Inel
companies | i: EWSBYTES Food Industry "Feady" F

Il that there is no need for concern from the

or Y2K, But Will

November 18, 1999: 1:47 p.m. ET

common sense, there will be no protlems.” . ‘

L 11/19/1999 10:31 AM
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bugs though, were dauntmg as the sector
has many links where a failure could hurt
the overall system, said Secretary of
Agricuiture Dan Glickman, :

But all may not go completely smoothly,
Glickman said. "I'm not saying there might’
not be some spot shortages because ¢
i consumer overbuying or weather-related
problems, but that is no different from...
any storm situation." Most wholesalers and
retailers have 30-day to 60-day inventciries
(Bl of non-perishable goods, though, so any
Bl spot shortages would be short in duration,
he also said. Many companies also have
contingency plans to deal with any
unanticipated events. '

Additionally, the US' trading partners;
around the world have also shown "grzat
improvement over the year," including -
Mexico, which is a key supplier of winter
fruits and vegetables, he said.

Overall, the food industry sees Y2K as "a
non-event," Scher added.

A new Harris Interactive pool that tracks
the public's "panic level" in regards to Y2K,
though, shows that 24 percent of all
consumers are planning to stock up their
pantries with at least some food-related
goods in preparation for Y2K.

Bottled water and canned fruits are.
predicted to top the items to fly off the:
shelves at higher-than-normal rates,
according to the company's survey - nine
in ten consumers said they expect to buy
bottled water, and four in tive anticipate
purchasing canned fruits and vegetables:
before Jan. 1, 2000.

“Regardless of whether Y2K provesto -
arrive with a bang or a bust, a number of
consumers are hedging their bets," said
Peter Gold, director of consumer services
for Harris |nteract|ve in a statement. Gold
blamed media attention being given io the
Y2K bug for some Amencans need to feel
‘"safe rather than sorry."

The media’s spotlight on Y2K was aiso a
topic at today's event in Bethesda, with
"Y2K The Movie" being broadcast this
weekend on NBC. Both government and:
food-industry officials, though, said they
believed that the public would be able to
see that the movie is just entertainment,
and would not go off i ina panic- buymg

binge

%he entertainment industry is very good
on capitalizing on problems - where they -
exist," thkman said. “What we're trying to

203 ¢ o A R L 1119/1999.10:32 AN -



-

Food [ndustry “Ready " For Y2K. But...Public Listen? - November 18, 1999

‘

© httpl, ¢ontncom news technology newsbyics [3voul nimi

teil people today is that there's no reason
‘to panic, and entertainment is
entertainment and nothing else.”
Yet not everyone is convinced that Y2K
will be A-OK. Harris Interactive's study
found that female shoppers were 50 ‘
percent more likely than male shoppers to
pantry-load before the end of the year. '
Female’ shoppers aged 25 to 44 were
"much more.likely" to load up on groceries
before Jan. 1 than females in other age
segments. «
Meantime, male shoppers aged 25 to 34 ,
were two to three times more likely than .
male shoppers were in other age ranges to : :
stock-up, Harris Interactive said. o o -
For its QuickQuery study, Harris e ‘
Interactive asked 1,903 people via the ' _ ' )
Internet for their opinions on Y2K. o : R
Individuals in the sample are reportedlv ' S
responsible for at least half of their
household's grocery purchasing.
Harris Interactive said it'is conductm J the
Qulckouery studies to aid in N
manufacturers' and grocery retailers’
forecasts for the upcoming holiday/Y2K
season. Harris officials said they will
Sonduct their survey two more times bifore:
an. 1
General merchandlse purchases were
ll not included in the survey, Harris
Interactive added.
-Reported By Newsbytes. com
http://www.newsbytes.com .
12:29 CST Reposted 12:37 CST
'(19991118/Press Contacts: Jack
Gribben, Y2K Council, 202-456-7010;
Peter Gold Harris Interactive,
212-539-9682; Jamie Cryan, Edelman PR
Worldwide, 212-704-4566 /WIRES Y2K,
PC, BUSINESS/YZKFOOD/PHOTO) i
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SFor orum focuses on Hunt’s Pomt prodluce—mspectlon scanda

21 ancstcd on con"uptmn charges
T Bv DensiyPoLiock ;'::=_‘;"' :
* THFE FRESND QEE T

The Hunt's Point Torminal Market inspec-
tion scandal will be the furnl paint for a forum

- apansored by the
‘Ursps & Tree Prut League Thursduy In Julise
Spesksrs will include Rap, Cal Dooley, D-
Hanford, and two reprowntatives of the US
Department of Agri re: Kathlean Merrigan,
administrator of the USDA agricultural Mar-
kating Sarvios, and Bob Ksepey. dicector of the

© Pruit und Yeguiable Uivimon of tha markaing

- Mmee

Richard Matwian, prmldonl af vha Cu.hfomta
Geapm sad Trec P‘rul: Lcng!w w. b mudvrutu
the AanaiOn )

Fresno-based: California .~

It wall foo)s an the FBI'2 arrmt lupt Ocwber

‘ol eght current and f(ormer USDi produce

inspectors and 13 produce wholssaleny on {eder

al eorruption chorgos. The arrests mumunated 8

IV -yrr mwnugul..uu by he FOM that was
oodernamed “Operation Forhidden Frwt.”

Indictmenta chargs that ths inspectars rous
tmuiy aa:eptad cash payments in sxchangs for
agrewing to doemgrade prixucs shipmentsa to
the benofit of buyers and the éctﬁment of
produas gruworo and d:u;;pafe

" Tha r.hargu reused . seripus ignues rtenrdmg
the in ity of federal produce inapections and
tha U “commercial Aieputaimmolution aye-
tom and.aent shock waves Lb.rough the Vallay,
frum which much of the. nation’s pmduc: Is
shipped. :

Many shippers want to learn what.bur, they
will be abia o receive financisl compenaation
for shipmeanta not inaoectod properly. :

Topica to ba discumed al the [orum, ached-
uled far 1:30 to 4 p.m. Thursday at Pea 3uup
Andersen’s (n Snlma, will include:

Ikuambmng takan by the UBDA i the .

Pkm woa ?omm. {‘:gc [«

7

Fomm: Scandal o
“shocled many o

Cnntnucl from Pogs €1
light of the Hunt's Polnt in-
. dictmemta.
. ' © . . m3hipper optione for Gling
: . : ) . ) claims {or losses
N . . . Tha tismnes frams far resoh~
’ ’ ’ : ing such issuea.

W A UISDA praject to dewal- -
op u corapusor dats bess of
produce rnepections. -

#& [pdusoy recommenda- |
tions for revieing USDA pro-
duce-lnajection pwmdu.rd.

Dotalle 2266330,
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Flora and Fauna

Department n/ Agriculture

X Debate Over Pmsonmg Birds

3w ¥ r{nv

[ e

o Trrar

) ere s a liftle fact you probably
A didn't fnow sbout our

fﬂend}y Us. Department of
Adriculture: [t poisons hirds,

The avian executions are conduct-
2d not vut of malice, but to protect
taraers i the northern Great Plains,
«ho complain that they lose a sub-
stantal portion of their lucrative sun-

fower crop eachyezrtomrmaofm:- -

Jrating blackbirds.

" The stakes for farmers are high
USDA estimates that the anoual sun-
flower crop is worth {rom 3330 mil-
lion to 3500 million, depending oa
market conditions. The seeds are soid
for both saack consemption and for
Cuseasa cooking ol ’

USDA estimates. that blackbtrds

. can inflict $5 mik

.- ‘ionto $10 million -
of damagte each
. . -'.ea:. . . \
The pilot pro-
ject began in 1994
with a target of
© 230,000 ©  killa.
This year, USDA
hopes to wipe oul
as maay as 2 mil-
lion birds in boy
North and South
Dakota, the heart -
of sunflowes couys—

mxmaw@mm

m
: f goisom o
mmﬂbahxd:eun}dmnpty

mmmﬁ;ﬂfgwumﬂmt :

and Ignorg the: poison: rice kerneis

lovers are not big fans of the effort. .
They argue that it i8 unclear whether

killing the birds actually protects
crops amf contend that the poisom
may actually lall others endangered
birds. Blackbirds themseives are plene
tful and s 0o danger of extinction:
Late last mooth, Daniel P. Beard,
vice president of the National Audoe
bon Society, wrote 3 letter to Agricuk
_ture: Secretarg Dan- Ghckman de~
manding’ 28 inmediste cod 1D the .

" duction,

araject, which Beard md was hased )

=N dubious science and ectnomics.”

Cmrge Linz, who leads the projece
sut ol the USDA's Wildlife Services of-
fice in Bismarck, N.D.. savs the nirde
indicted Jamage is 0bvious to anvone -
‘¥ho cares to look. Linz al‘w savs thats
exhaustive searches of suntlowes!
telds have found no evicence to in~'-

The birds may yet get a reprieve:

i
.
 dicate that other birds are being hurt. - - i
iy
“however. The period for {rublic comr-- %

ment on the project endid Monday-" v
and USDA officals- will. weigh the™ ™
comments and are expectid to deciders = f
sometime next week og whether o ok
continue. : i
p

MAN OF A MISSION UiDA i u alm "
gomg aflter “alien invaders.” .
bccmGhdnnnmunmemrddle“ﬁ' ?~
of a mnmm:c tour to cnmbat ponr ' -
gative bugs, i
plants-and disease .
esthax‘dze igeacy
says. threaten
Amerdan mm!f\
. th’(mans B
”- tour will take him
IR w0 four cites
- where: the |
sons are a .
ular problemc
New.York, Miami, =
San Diego and#l' 1’
Long Peactr, Calit™ T
(anYod:theproMemssM‘ -1-

———

I
-

I
]
|

pru.cstnmmdtohm:unas?t)mﬂ-w»
lion in crop damage. ln. California® -

Glickman plans to highlipht the dane’ % (4~
‘gmpmedbymdmgfﬂﬂtﬂlﬂw' S

Lmumdzemsﬁwondmw

Ghickman wil vist arporty mv“
check security and talk with tavel reet b,
porters, urging them 0 pasa along*-©
tips to help travelers emsure that theyd ™
donzbnnsanydmwwsmmw“”“
the country. He will aiso iravel to the = - '}
U.5.-Mexico border fust south of Sewt™
Dxegomohsanthemlmpm“ .
mhmm
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psndprodmdooafadmtol.biodksdor

soybeans and other coﬁmodlﬂus 0 exe pmved la any suna.

higher pavments to suul! md new-to- Mmmmsm Agency.

‘Prograxu ‘this fiscal year and
lSOmllian in ﬁscnl 2002.

ublegu .oc used 10
_Ioe!s.‘ﬁ‘:efmdmnsxbe

Those interest:d In submitting propo-

other biofuels. The program will provide -sals for biomass. projects should conteet |

goos
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G:hckmarm Annaun\ces $300
‘Million Bioenergy Program

Agriculture Secretary Dan

Glickman announced earlier-
“this week details of a new $300

million program to encourage

expanded production of envi-
ronmentally-friendly fuels -
made from corn, soybeans and:
other crops. The program,
which was initially proposed in -
President (nznmnb 2001 budget:
as part of the farm safety net;
- will help expand markets for.
agricultural commodities and:-

promate use of bio-fuels like
soy-based

ethano!l

and
biodiesel -

_ "I‘!dspmgamwﬂlhdpusv
’ mph\mghxxgedmmcm

£Y reserve - mn*ﬁmﬂlyfams.

‘ said Glickman, ,
. "Encouraging the use of .
bioenergy bénefits Ainerica’s:

farmers, while improving our

energy security and o
protect the envirofmaent.”

Biofuels offer renewable,

clean, domestic sources of fuel

that can create new mrkm

for America’s farmers.
Ethanol, gractically non-

. existent 20 years ago, now
. accounts for 1.2 pervent of the

nation's - gasoline supply.

‘Already, 567 million bustiels of
corn, over 5 percent of U.S.

‘production, are grown anpually
. for use in biofuels.
President Clinton issuid an

sxecutive order last suramer

that set 8 goal of triplinjf the

US. use of renewabls enerty.
Under the program, USDA

. will make cash paymentis to
bioenergy companies that

increase their purchases of

oorn, soybeans and other come ..

modities to expand produciion

‘of éthanaol, biodlesel or other

biofuels. The program will jro-

. 'vide higher payments to sman
" and new-to-market Drocessors,
-.Including cooperstives, to
‘encourage the expansion of
domestic productisn

bivenergy
capacity. USDA will provide up

‘to $150 million for the program
this fiscal year and another -

umnunmnmnsmm .
The new reguiation, undor

"development during this paiit

year, was finalized under a
USDA.mlamldngproom. A
rule’ was issued this
sumimer, followed by s pubili:
corament perfod. Sign-up for
the program will begin in

the

n*ouhla me. P
Hvestoek at@,

‘sae signiffcant’ tndeuod, - be asH0

dﬂckaw.tnbod.‘hesﬂd. crop!. tmoaid. _;;‘_ .

\.L_-

Jae we- - MW(fn m‘my cases,
i} some of: n

“eonicentration: m‘h&s,ﬁm : tha' mmenu’ m\ p'rognm

i OFC. OF COMMUNIC

‘December, Further informa-

tion will be available at

www.faa usda gov/dace/ bicen-

ergy/bloenergy.htm .
Glickman also announced

B o007

that USDA is soliciting propos-

als for pilot projects that use

. harvested vegetation ta pro-

duce energy.
Biomass, plant materials

contairing cellulose and lignin,

can be burned, converted into .

combustible gas, or used to
produce liquid fuels. The land'

"must be enrolled in USDA's
Corservation Reserve Program:

and the vegetative cover, such
as grass, must be an approved
cover for ugeé in the canserva-
tion program. Pilot projects will
be for a minimum period of 10
years and the total acreage per
Pmiedmaynotexmedﬁo,ooq

The maximum acreage for
all pilot projecta %ﬂ) not .

exceed 250,000 acxes

than one project wm bea
approved in any state. Those
interested In submitting pro-

posals for blomass projects

4Mldemmmdrloall’am

Service Agency.

EN

2
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JPDATE 2- Stenholm,-Veneman US agrlculture sec’ y contendersx

(adds Gl kman quote paraqraph 3y
.8y charLes ‘Abbott.

WASHINGTON, Dec & (Réuters) - Rep. Charles Stewholm oﬁ A '(/ \
'as, a possible Democrat in a Républican Cabinet, and veteran t
t..yulator Ann Venemarn have been tagged by farm lobbyists,

‘consultants and lawmakers as likely front-runners for - : ; (ygzér(

B 2

aqrrculture secretary in a new administration.

‘ While the outcome of the presidential race remains in
drspute,_veneman, a Republican, and Stenholm were prominent
- among. a half-dozen people from each party considered as.

possible successors. to Dan Gllckman as head of one nf the
" largest federal departments.

With nearly 100,000 workers, the Agrlculture Department
oversees 191 mllllon acres of national forests, pays farm
subsidies, inspects the safety of the meat supply, and sp. spends
more than $30 billion a year on public feedlng programs lxke
food stamps and school lunches.

‘ "Obviously, it isn't going to shake out until w2 know who
won Florida,” said Bob Stallman, president of the Amerlcan Farm
- Bureau, the nation's biggest grower group.
- Stallman was. referring to the legal dlspute over Florlda s
25 electoral Vvotes, which are needed for either Republlcan
.George W. Bush or Democrat Al Gore to garner the 2?0 votes
needod to win the White House.

Although Stenholm, a conservative Democrat, is seen as a
possible choice for Gore or Bush, he faces pressure from his
 party to remain in Congress. Stenholm represents a district in
Texas séen likely to swrng to Republican control sbould he
resign his seat. .

Congressional staff workers say the narrow margin ofv'

~ntrol for Republicans in Congress. would deter anv incumbents
from taklng a Cabinet job.

Republicans need every seat to retaln thelr maxorlty on
close votes while Democrats cannot squander seats when control

.is almost within grasp.

 Still, the departing Glickman offered support o his fellow
Democrat. “The next agriculture secretary will need to be
someone with a broad base,”" Glickman told reporters. "A person
llke Stenholm is a broad-based person.” ‘

VENEMAN SERVED UNDER BUSH. = . ‘

A lawyer, Veneman served as the No. 2 official at the USDA-
durlnq the administration of Bush's father, former presldent )
George Bush, and later became California's agriculture
director. She would be the first woman agrlculture secretary if -

- selected.

. While Venemanr and Stenholm have agricultural backgrounds,
sentiment was rising in some quarters for appolntment of a
’farmer to be agriculture secretary The last threé secretaries:
-= Glickman, Mike Espy and Ed Madlgan -~ came from the House
Agrlculture Committee.

"T assume it will be a factor,” sald prlvate ‘consultant
Blll Lesher, who, cited farm-group comments in favor of a farmer’
to head the department. "At a mxnxmum, I think one of the top:
two (posts) would have to be a farmer.

New presidents often try to strike a balanco among the
.hree major U.S. farm regions when they name an agriculture- A
secretary and the deputy secretary, the No. 2 oEchxal in o RN
charge of day-to—day operations. . . (
' The Midwestern farm states are most concerned wlth corn,
‘sovbeans and wheat, while western states are more interested in
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- Lo stay on, ag some have y-.. .
. SeCretary sas. e <3uld say no. o ’
: ‘§lxckman has not yet tendered his resignation to the Whirae aousa; but - C}f/f'

ipoen, the

'insifgedihe has no incention ocys;ayinq for ano:her‘ceﬁm. -

"I would not stay in this job. It's been almost six ¢

o ! : . : ; . Years and chat reall
is long gnouqb. I;‘s net haplchy to have someone in this position for tos Logq.
You need new ideas and new pacple.. . I've always said 'vou nevsr say never' in
:hialwo:Ld..nut I think :hey rfeally do need new leaderihip here ‘and most '

federal agencies.” R . - . :
He's not dead-set on leaving because he doesn't like the job, though.
Glickman called it frustrating at times, especially when he's trying to get
more money for programs than the White House Offica of Managemant and 3udget
Wwants to give. But "This has been a terrific job,” ha wsaid. . .
‘ with absolutely no doubt that he will move on aften Jan. 20, Glickman' has
vegun looking for a naw job. He won't say what new positions he is considering,
- but suggested theie's a good chance it will be somethiiig that will keep him
invelved in U.S. agriculture policy. End: '
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