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00:00:26:25 Q: Today is December 7th of the year 2000, I'm Larry
Quinn with the Office of Cémmunicationé and'the U.s.
'Department of Agriculture in Washington aﬁd today we're
visitipg with Millie Gonzalez who is the Undgr
Secreﬁary for,Research[’Education'and~Economics.
Secreta@y Gonzalez, let's talk about some of fhé
background that yoh've brought to the Department of

Agriculture and into this position.

00:00:48:23 A: Okay, Larry,thank.y§u‘it‘s good to be with you this
afternoon and I, in sort of preparation'for our visit,
you know I thought whéﬁ were the things that would
bring a certain element of ekperiencg and hopefully

success to the work that we've done here at USDA.

OO:Ol:lO:i? And Ivgrew up on a farming ranch in Arizona and so have
a background in production agriculture, worked both
nationally and internationally in this area. Started
out in high school agricultufal education program ana
went on to the University of Arizona'to work on
degrees, all along you‘know'thé COnnectioﬁ to USDA and

tc the. land grant system has been part of my
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béékgroﬁnd.

Anc worked on the faculties at the University of
Ariéona, Penn State University where not only was I a

faculty member and a 4-H specialist, but also I

.jfinished a Ph.D. while I was there. Went on to Iowa

State University to work with programs in agricultural
education, extension, teacher training, in-service

educdtionvar both extensions agents and high school

“agricultural teachers and international work as part of

my work at Iqwa State.

And then to‘New Mexico State where I was before coming
to this post as Under Secfétary..‘And sc'all‘of those
experiences wifh research, the fesearch agenda, the
extension programs, our attention to academic training
of scientists and we were all sort of part of tﬁe

fabric of the experiences and background that I had.

And so when I was asked if I would be interested in
coming to USDA to serve, it was sort of a dream come

true, sort of complete the connection if you will of
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having been a member of the land grant system and then
to come to Washington to experience first hand really
some of this history of the good work that the

Department has done.

00:02:41:26 And I was recently relating a story to one of my
1 facﬁlty members that you teach about USDA, you teach
about this federal role and all of those things, and
ther having had the‘opportunity to come here and
actually live that, it just gives you a completely new
set - of perspectives if you will about the Department
and the role.of the federal partner with land grant

universities and at the local level of working with

communities and county and state governments.
00:03:09:29 So it's been a terrific experience.

00:03:12:17 . Q: And just prior to coming here you were on one of the
research and education advisory committees as well, so
you became even more in tune with USDA just before

coming.
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A: Exactly, well in '96 as a representative of the -

Hispanic Serving Institutions, this Secretary had asked

if T would serve on that committee and as a member of

that committee for a year -before becoming Under

Secretary so. Again those were éxperiences that you

know you couldn't have planned.

They were terrific in the sense of having that
continuity continue to be involved with recommendations
fer the kind of research that we needed to be doing -at

USDA and with our federal partners. The focus on

education and extension which have been very much a

part of what I've done with the university community.

And we were representing actually those ¢of us that were

~on the committee wore different hats. I had been an

extension and I had been doingwsome work with research‘
at an HSI, at a major land grant university, several
majof land graﬁt universities. So all of tﬂoéé thingé
really worked‘gut well in serving in that capacity as a

member of the advisory board.
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00:04:20:28 ‘Qf Having that background and that experience, did you

have some goals for yourself as you entered this job?

00:04:27:11 A: Weil ves I did. Interestingly enough having had
that experience on the board, you'know I think the
awareness and sort‘of opbortunity tQAfocus on
generating more funding for that research and
edu;ation, economics agenda Was certainly one of those;
In 1997 we were in a periocd where you know a lot of
cutbacks in'budgets and so on.

00:04:53:21 And that was the case for the budgets for the
universities and colleges. We weréh’f~as inclusive és
we éould ha&e been I thoﬁght. And so having had the
oppértunity to come and turn that around and get ‘
increases for all of our égenda af REE and for the

Department generally.

00:05:13:10  But we worked closely with the Hill, certainly the
} leadership that came from Secretary Glickman and Deputy
Secretary Rominger, our interaction with OMB and OBPA

to a kind of reacquaint them if you will with the-
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importance of the research agenda and particularly in
phe_'96 farm bill where“ﬁhere were a lot of things that
were changing'ana the research title was really pulled
out of that and set up as separaté legislation which

didn't occur until the spring and summer of 1998.

And so it really, think about some of the goals, it
really gave an opportunity for us to focus in on what
the new elements would be‘for a research and education
agenda. And we had a strategic plap in place, we were
able to modify that. 1Initially I thought gosh, we ‘you
know, we didn't gef a bill passed in '97, everything
was looking good for something to happen in November of

that year.

And so there waé'a bit of a disappoiﬁtment when that
didn’t'happen, but it actually gave us the time to re-
visitAsome of the agenda,‘some of the items to increase
participation of minority institutions for example, té
put in something for extension and research for the
1994 institutions, the internationalization of our

programs which given the global environment that we
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find ourselves in was tremendously important.

00:06:38:07 So out of that situation I think we were able to take
some of our goals and aspirations and sort of fit them
into the language that came out of the. '98 legislation,

so it was a good thing for us.

00:06:49:14' Q: And agricultural research funding'has suddenly

turned around, perhaps due to your leadership?

00:06355:18 lA: Well we, I think a couple of elements, not only the
| opportunity to increase the awareness within the

‘administration and also on the Hill, but we took the
message to our partner‘reseafch institutibns and we
talked about the relationship of USDA research with
NIH, you know this continuum of food producﬁion'to
consumption and the benefits to the American consumer.

00:07:23:23 "~ The health benéfitS'of some of the science and
technology and agriculture. -We increased the
paftnership and I served both on the directorate for

biological sciences at NSF and Mary Cluttef {ph.) from
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NSF served on the adVisory board to REE. So again that
helped to increase the awareness and the communications

across agencies.

And'wevdid it with Energy and with EPA and with
Commerce and a numbef of these élaces where in the past
we've had the connection and this gave us an
opportunity to raise the issues in terms of the
importance of agricﬁltural research andvextensién and

education and how they fit with other partners.

50 we, I think that was where some of the success came )
when we went up on the Hill to visit with-the

Congressional delegatiéns from different places to talk

about the importance of the agenda to the farm

community in the Midwest, to specialty crop producefs'
in the South or in the Northwest or wherever that might

be.

We were able to talk about what these results, the
results of this research would do their local areas, to

their_states'or districts. And so I think it was part
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of that educational process that people would really
see a benefit at the local levei and why they needed to

be on our agenda, if you will.

'So that made it I think more successful in terms of

saying not only do we need the increases in funding for
these areas, but these are the reasons why and this is

the local end result, the local impact.

Q: You've had a long time partnership with the land

‘grant university system, but there's been some new

avenues open for community colleges and other colleges,

talk about that?

A: Okay,Ayes, well as I said one of the goals of course

was to be more inclusive in terms of the education and

research community to work with non—tfaditional
partners if you will and having come from the
university community and haviﬁg done a’number of
cooperative agreements if you will with MOUs, with
community colleges in Iowa and in Pennsylvania, started

out with some of that early work in Arizona, it really
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»

did give us an opportunity to take a lock at removing

‘that seam if you will between the two year and four

year programs and adding continuity in terms of both

research and education.

And we moved forward, I use the example of the HSI, the
Hispanic Serving Institutions and the Native American
schecols that many of them were two year schools and are

two year schools. And so that gave them an opportunity

* as two years institutions to participate in the

research agenda and the extension program and to help
build that linkage if you will, the bridge from the two
year to four year to perhaps doctoral and post-doctoral

kinds of programs.

And our agencies at USDA were very instrumental in
helping us to accomplish that. Pretty soon our
students found out that USDA is a diverse set of 29

agencies where if you have a degree in law. or

accounting or chemistry, perhaps production agriculture

background, you know all of those things are part of

the work that we do.

10
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00:10:39:27 Food programs, food assistance in national and so it
was really a matter of kind of retelling the story, for
some of these folks to understand both the opportunity

and the capability that we had at USDA.

00:10:54:17 Q: So it wasn't just the dollars for research, but re-
establiéhing'the foundation for attracting a diverse
populace into the agriculture research and extension

., and education community?

00;11:06:01l - A: Exactly and part of that story was to tell the same,
deliver the same kind of message with NSF and NIH and
at Commerce and we worked with the government
university research roundtable.‘ And so agricultural
aﬁd natural resource subject matteﬁ became partvof the
diécussion and so we would begin to talk about the
geneticaily modified organisms, geneticall? enhanced

organisms.

00:11:36:14 The biotechnology and so they weren't singlé issues,

they were much broader than just agriculture, the

11
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nutracitacles. (ph.) and the pharmaciticles (ph.) and so

" we actually I think worked on making sure that the

message was much broader than just production’
agriculture, although by doing those things in the
research and education extension program, we could come

back and heip the producer community.

New technologies using GIS in the case of (unint.)

safety issues you know wé've been able to bring some of
the research to bear immediately, pierces disease, with
out gfape‘and wine industry and that didn't happeh with

just a USDA single agency approach.'

We actually worked with international partners, we

worked with other of our federal agencies, with state

-agencies in the case of California. We did some things

for example when we had the freeze in California with

the oranges and you know USDA mobilizes and immediately

we helped the producer community.

And for the first time we -added the elements of being

able tovhelp the farm worker community that was

12
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responsible for the picking of;thdsé'orangeS'and the
processing of those oréngés. Basically we provided
some'funding both in Califbrnia and in Florida for
those individuals that are directly related fo'

agriculture but are not the producer community per se.

So I think people began to understand this broad role
that USDA has in helping people at the local level

which is sort of the extension, you know helping peoplé

help themselves. So we -brought a little bit of that

added to an already excellent research agenda and
increased the opportunities for the extension and

education piece.

Q: And during your tenure, during the past three years,

the Agricultural.Censﬁs became something new for the
Department of Agriculture to do, it came from the

Department of Commerce tSIhere.
A: Exactly, well interestingly enough you know we did

the first census at USDA, it was published early in

1997 time frame, the agency brought on board some

13
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terrific people to help us accomplish that. The
response from the producer community was very, very

positive.

I remember attending a meeting out in Arizona with the
inter—t;avel4agriculture council and they said when do
we get the forms, we want to be able ﬁo provide ‘that
inforﬁation?‘ So I think it gave, because it was at the
Department of Agriculture.for the firstvtime. It gave
everyone sort éf a new aﬁareness in the importance of

being able to be counted if you will.

Anc we actually were having calls come into us as to
héw soon the fbrmé would be feady and how theyfr
coﬁt:ibute.v SoAit was, I think a Very,successfﬁl, when
we did the layout in February of '99 to talk about the
accomplishments if vyou will;'we‘not only had the data
early, but we had néw information abogt what farms look
like,'the size, the tyée of farm owhership, other
things that became’important in terms of providing the

information that we needed for pblicy formulage.

14
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~ S0 it was a... we take credit, we think it was a very

successful program.

Q: And that béCOméS a foundation work on which a lot of

decisions, policy decision are made.

A: Absolutely, absolutely, in fact thinking of thé four
agencies in the mission area with that foundation that
came from the NAS "(ph.) activities and the census,
economic research servicé was able to fhen take séme of
that information and look at the typology of farms,

looking at ownership and looklng at 31ze and the kind

~of production.

One of the factors that we found that made a difference
in terms of the producer community was the level of

education and so those were things that both thought of

NAS and ERS interéction we were able to provide in the

sense of policy formulation than when we gave our
briefings on the Hill, that we were able to share that
information with the committees, theAappropriate

committees.

15
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And I remember in the last year and an half we probably
héve déne as many briefings and'testimony for the
science committee as we have done for the agriculture:
committees because'the science and agriculture, I think
perle are becoming more and more aware of the‘
importance of our .research agenda, the fact that it's

broad-based, new products, new uses.

Our bio-based products and bio-energy area, the
shifting in the South from tobacco production to
anotherAaltérnative crop that alsoc has high cash value.

Some of our research that's addressed that area, so a

‘number of these places as I've shared with the groups

that I've visited with, all the answers for the

solutions to the producer community aren't only at
USDA,. but with all of the other agencies that serve at

the local ievel.
And so I think we've been able to communicate that

message and particularly for our minority farmers. I

used the example of the South, but I think our minority

16°
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producers in any part of the country where. perhaps you.

know the lack of resources or credit or other things

‘that impede their opportunities, we've addressed and

we've begun to make some changes that will help them.

Additional research focused at the small farm and ranch
commnunity, we've brovided some moniés through the NRI
for that, the new initiative for agriculture
approximately $113 million that we were able to provid;
in the... in this yeaf 2000 for new research areas and

to really address some of the real critical needs in

our producer community.

‘So all of those things sorf of have happened in the

last two or three years and we've managed to really
talk about the importance of integration of research

with education and with our extension component.

Q: And on the economic research side, agriculture
doesn't always follow the pattern~0f the rest of the
economy, current situation is an example of that where

the US economy’s done reasoconably well but the

17
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agricultural economy hasn't. So .some of the research

‘ that you're doing that help those agricultural

produbers understand what's happening, must be very

important?

At Tremendbusly, when we think of the issues of

concentration,'the issues of the changing structure if

you will of "agriculture and we see it in other sectors

of the ecohomy,‘the dot coms and the banking industry

and health and insurance and any number of places that

we've seen that.

But it becomes critically impoftant to us in

agriculture production that the
prcducer have access to some of
sort of enjoy the same terrific

we've had in other parts of our

small and intermediate
those things and can
economic upturn that

economy. And that

hasn't been easy. 1It's been a major challenge in a

couple of things.

I think one is to ﬁnderstand)on the part of. the

18
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need to not only sell corn and soy beans, but we need .
to repackage it. That we neéd to lock at the

industrial uses of some of our traditional pﬁoducts and
I think I mentioned bio-based products earlier, that we

have the soy diesel.

That we have a lubricant made from soy beans, that we

have of course the ethanol that comes from corn. That
we're able to use sugars for new uses and new purposes.

And so these are areas where the commodity prices have

'been low but if we can add to the opportunity if you

will, for that production to be used not only for food
but for industrialized or industrial uses it adds to -

the opportunity.

And I think those.are the things thatvwe’re really as
we continue to think about the fesearch and education‘
agenda, how do you link those with the management of
r£sks on the part éf the prbduber with the enhancing of
the marketplace, the opening of markets in.China‘and in
other méjor areas where if we're competing with, if you

will, competing with the Brazilians in soy bean.

19
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But our soy beans can go into soy diesel or other
products, then it adds to the marketplace and I think
sort of eases if you will, some of thcse areas where

éverybne's producing a lot of the same commodity.

Q: During your time, Qhat have'been some of the key
reseérch advances -that have happened? I know of taxol
{ph.) for insfance and it's beeﬁ'proved wayé to create
this that can hepoin treatment of caanr that came out

of agriculture research?

A: Yeah well that's a perfect example of the I think

part of our message of the important of ag research to

the sort of the health agenda. You know the

President's statement I think it was this past year

when he talked about that in our lifetime we would cure

' cander and other diseases that people are very much

aware of. -

" And at the same time the opportunity for agricultural

research tovbé a part of that. That with the

20
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modification of foodé, the attention to nutrition, the
) qﬁ;lity if you will of tﬁe product and the

underétanding of general population of how blueberries

or whatever the food'itém'might be, the anti-oxidants

that are contained therein.

00:21:15:01 The tick spray that we usé, the pre-empt for solving of
| the salmonella, our work for early detection and rapid

detection of e—coli! So you had the two agencies the
regulatory looking for the mechanisms and the research

bases for helping to do that.

00:21:35:04 And then working.with engineering and other areas
outside of agriculture to make sure that we can make
this not only thé science's there, but the technology
so that it's rapid, if'sAhand—held, it's affordable,
thésé things can take'plaée quickly and there's more
and more attention now on the part of other, of our
federal partners in other areaé that are saying,'well

we contribute to that food safety agenda.

.00:22:02:03 Certainly our attention to.fruits and vegetables in

21
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this new area where we're working with FDA and food
safety, ARS, the university community,.the
international community. I was just in Mexico to visit

with the new Secretary of Agriculture there under the

new administration.

And they're very much, their goals and objectives and
their attention to the'sciencé and agriculture agenda,
very much like ours. The area o6f financial reséurces,
you know the environmental'concerns, all of thosé
pieces I think are... the global and more people are

aware of those.

Q: The'lohg history of the county extehsion agent and
the_local”exténsion support'to the farmers, this
changed quite a bit in recent'years. What do you see
during the time you've been here, been one of the more

significant changes in that area?
A: Well extension again as I think back to our

discussions with the Office of Science and Technology

Policy or with the council, with a number of other

22
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agenciesﬂ When they find out that the extension systemi

exists, 3150 counties that were everywhere, sort of the

rich history and traditioh of helping people at the

local level.

In most cases there's quite a bit of surprise.. Well we
didn't know.about thié, how can we use that? And I
think the producer community‘éé I waé_deécribing
earlier with the changing of the types of farms,

ownership, type of product and so on, opportunity for

new uses and new products has changed the role of

extension.

And so we probably can no longer do whét we did in the
'60s and '70s, but we really do need a new approach,
added partners for ecohomic.devélopment, industrial
uses, some of these things that I've bgen galking
about. lAnd so the extension agent at the county level

particularly, their rolée has changed.

And I think we have an opportunity to serve in a broker

. role of education that will bring the people from the

.23
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food stamp and community health organizations to work:
with us on nutrition education. We have the RAF-net
program. Under Secretary Watkins you know we've added

and increased'some of the attention to, certainly to

the food stamp and other nutrition programs.

And so we've done that jointly at the féderal level and

I think we have a wonderful mechanism at'the local

level to dQ that. in the area of produétion
agriculture again tied back to the environment and
natural resource concerns, you know how do we do that
better? ﬁow do.we do..., the work I think is a single

agent can't do that.

But if they work with NRCS and they work BLM and they
work with these other agencies then we have technical
expertise and then we have an educational mechanism to

help deliver some of that. And:I think more and more

people are becoming aware of the kind of thing that we

can do at the community level, which I think extension,

you know we need to take adVantage of the long history

and expertise that we have there.

24



: ORAL HISTORY
‘I. MILLIE GONZALEZ
UNDER SECRETARY '
RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND ECONOMICS

00:25:10:23 Aﬁd probably reformulate that a little bit, resources
from other places, after school pregrams, working with
fhe Department of Justice and so I think the
opportunity... we know what the concerns are, we know
what the needs are, we have mechanisms ih'place'and
it's a matter of reaching out into a broader community
of players ﬁo help us address those needs that young

people have.,

00:25:34:15 Q: And speaking of young people, 4-H is one of the
areas that certainly you have experience in before you
came here. How has that organization changed for

today's youth?

OQ:25:44:04 A: Well it's agaln you know it's exciting when you
"thlnk of 4-H and I remember working with some community
development projects in Pennsylvania and we went to the
parents and said these are the things we're doing now.
And they said, but we don't live on the farm and you
know our kids don't have livestock or some of the'

traditional thinking.

25



00:26:00:11

00:26:22:18

00:26:43:28

00:27:03:12

ORAL HISTORY
I. MILLIE GONZALEZ
UNDER SECRETARY
RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND ECONOMICS

And it was about community involvement and
undersfanding iéadership and getting them involved in
some of these néw programs. Last year we signed an
MOU, the Department ofrArmy took thét 4-H on military
basgé around‘the world. And so military families move

and they can go from an overseas base to some place

here in the States.

And by having that 4-H membership you know, you're

again part of the community right away. There's a set

of possibilities for students, in this case for after

school programs perhaps or any number of things. S0 we

saw that as a wonderful stepAin the growth of 4-H.

We've talked to other organizations about partnering

with the Girl Scouts of America for example, any ﬁumber

of other groups where the focus on youth, you know the

green jacket and the sort of the wanting to belong and

the identity is still part of it.

But the fact that the needs are so great for young
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people that We're.able to think éartner in a number of
ways. We added an MOU to work with FFA, fhe food, land
and people programs that again make sure that third and
fourth and fifth graders and everyone in thaf_K—6

© system understand thé role of agriculture and where

food comes from.

00:27:17:06 And some of the things that we talk about Qith‘adults,
you know wigh children we can make that happen quickly.
And so it’s through.organizatiohs like 4-H, we signed
another alliance with Colin Powell and his activities
and the group thatvhe works with. And 4;H we did the
MOU, beputy Sécretary Romingér'Signed that thiS'éast

year.

00:27:45:26 Again, getting back to the message about reaching out,
| being more inclusive, partnering with some of the other
youth organizations that héve been major players, Boys
and Girls Clubs in urban American. You know the
population change and shift and tﬁe importance of

‘agriculture production and food to our urban cities.
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The fact that 4-H cén conﬁribute because of ﬁhe
leadership development programs to school programs in-
urban America. And we see that both in our urban |
extensionvprogramé. Wé have sémething in the
neighborhood 35 to 40 urban high school agricultural

education programs.

Some of those are located with community colleges, some
of the more successful programs in Yonkers, New York
and Philadelphia and Kansas City and Phoenix and LA. I
mean Chicago, when i tell that story to people, they.

say wow, we didn't know that this was taking place.

So our attention to the next generation of educators,
the next generation of scieﬁtists in urban and rural,
nén~traditional majors, all of those things I think‘are
coming togeﬁher véry nicely in preparing the next
generation of persons who will work at USDA, the next

under secretary for research, education, economics.

0: And you know around the world, internationally

they're very envious of our extension system aren't
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they?

A: Of all of the things you know I've made numerous

visits, I went to China and Egypt and went to-India

‘with the President, Latin America and always and in

fact I just, the Deputy Secretary and I just made a
trip to Mexico and Costa Rica to talk about the
research and education extension agenda. And you're

absclutely correct.

The, in fact the visit that I had in May of this past
year in'the Ukrainé, in Kiev, was the focus bn how they
develop their extension programs. The research
capebilities there, the enginéAif you will is there and
then how do you transmit, how do‘you get this

technology and this science to the local level?

And so yes, almost without exception, the discussion is-

always about extension and how to renew that. And in

fact we've had those conversations recently as we look

at the hemisphere and the kinds. of things that have

happened because of NAFTA, our trade relations, all of

29



00:30:27:01

00:30:32:14

00:30:59:25

ORAL HISTORY
I. MILLIE GONZALEZ
UNDER SECRETARY
RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND ECONOMICS

those things, with scientific basis for decision making
and that extension of information to the consumer is of

tremendous interest and importance.

Q: There have been some neat tools added to help them

carry this research method to the public.

A: And that's beéuty I think of the time ﬁeriod that
wé're in, cépturing the information technolbgy, the
fact that I was in a restaurant in Costa Rica, in Senze
(ph.) and one phone rang and I don't how many of these
phones flip open, you know‘becausé everybody's
connected, the ability to get information to and from

these places usihg the net, Internet connections.

It‘s just wonderful and many of'our(developing country
situations they don't have to go through all of the
infrastructure devélopment that we had. Now that the
technélogy's available, they can do that much more
rapidly. Last. year we did an MOU and signed an MOU:

with Sub-Saharan African countries.
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SIMIT (ph.), USDA and the historically black colleges
and universities,.the HBCUs, again taking advantage of
the talent that's there, faking‘advantage of the
technology and the science to look at bio~technologyh
and its application in Sub-Saharan african‘counﬁries.
Those were activities that took place after a visit by’

the Secretary.

But Under Secretary Schumacher (ph.), you know a number

of other people had been involved and so it really does

for someone that doesn't know about USDA, when you

begin to tell the story about all of these things that

. we do as a department and particularly when you focus

on the research and education component, it's almost a.

surprise to many people.

They say, well gosh we didn't know that you did that in

agriculture.
Q: So the open access to information has just exploded.

A: Absolutely, the work that we've done at the National
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Agriculture Library.and in fact having said that it
reminded me that as we celebrated the millennium that

different events, we named the Beltsville Agricultural

Research Center the Henry A. Wallace Beltsville

Agricultural Research Center.

‘'The building in which we find the National Agricultural

Library, the Abraham Lincoln Building for the National
Agricultural_Library to recognize the confributions Oﬁ
many people,'but particularly President Lincbln and
Secretary Wallace, Vicé President Wallace énd his

attention to research.

We are cénnected in working with numerous'libraries»v
araund the world from the National Ag Library. So the
research progress that we're making is feadily
available. We have an? number of web pages where
people can link in and get to the kind of information

that we need.’

And it's not only in agriculture but sort of the

science and technology component that everyone I think
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as an interest in.
Q: Seems like a lot of progress for you in three years?

A: Yeah, I don't know if I can take credit all of that.

Buf there's certainly a lot of aétivities that many
people I think have become aware of the importance of
the research and education, ecoﬁomics extension agenda
and fortifying some of these areas where we found

outside challenges, problems that .we've had.

And we haven't fésolve them but I think the stepé that
wefve taken ‘are terrific. I think of the impact‘that
we've had with the minority community, the opportunity
to es I mentibned, farm Qorkers before but any number
of areas the research and science and extension
component for the tribally owned and controlled
colleges, getting and addressing the needs of our

Native American population.

Things like diabetes and other diseases, health .and

nutrition and so initially when you think of USDA and
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you think of that community, production agriculture

would certainly'come to mind. But the fact that we're

‘dealing, our extension programs are dealing with a

_really broad-base working in those communities, the

Latino community as well.

Some of the broader initiatives that we've héd, fural
development‘and REE and other of the agencies have been
critical to bringiné new resources. Back to your
guestion earlier of you know how do you contribute to
the local economies and local communities from
agriculture and it's not just production but it's the
infrastructure for processing and for many other things

that can take place.

Jobs, you know the employment which this administration
has been tremendously successful at creating new

employment. opportunities and the local processing of

~energy or whatever they product might be. Areas I

visited in Texas, canaff (ph.) and auto products that

come from that particular product.
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' So again maybe the timing was right, you know we took

advantage of transitions that were taking'place,‘of
bringing new partners together to help with that

agenda.

Q: Did you find it any litfle stubborn challenges, ones"
that were more difficult to deal with? Looks like to
me ‘like much of'your job has been a neéotiato; and
finding new partnerships, this kind of thing. But

there are some things that are not easy to solve.

A: Well I think sort of_giveﬁ the areas that we wanted
to concentrate on and some of the increases that we
wanted to bring, explaininé if youvwill.the benefits of
increasing funding for these areas, was a maﬁor
challenge. TyingAperformance to budget and to impact,
you know tﬁg GPRA component, some people thought well

this is going to go away.
But it really made probably as good a sense as anything

that we could take advantage of the work that... the

excellent work that has been done in the past and then
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saying and this is what we've achieved as a result of

that and this is how it will take us to the next step

‘beyond.

I think all of those were things that were working in
our behalf and so wﬁen I came in there wés sort of a
downward trend in funding for some of these areas. We
were able to reverse that and some large.increases that
had not happened in 15 years for the research and

education piece.

But I attribute the succeés cf that to a number of

players, as I indicated early the understanding on the
part of the Office of Management and Budget for these
things, our own inﬁer—relationships in the department

of understanding the research agenda with the

regulatory, the food assistance programs with a

research base.
All of these things I think contributed to'that. And

certainly the fun part was and has béen to go to new

groups other than agriculture and talk about this
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agenda and gosh the response from them, the sort of the

surprise, the gee whiz kind of thing.

You know that's.wﬁere I think one gets a real charge of
having those folks respond that way because they say,
wow this is terrific you know. In fact Iive had |
conversations on mény, many trips that I'Ve taken on
the plane where someone.said, well gosh'that's terrific

you know, anything we can?

This could be a person in engineering or in doing work
completely unrelated to fhe things that we've been
talking about, at first glance. But very much a
beneficiary of some of the work that we're doing. So
thatt once you make that connection for people, they say

veah well we want to support that.

Q: So as a farm boy in Arizona and working through New
Mexico, Iowa, Pennsylvania, you've had a lot of
experience of going to this point. Any special
memories that you will take from this time back to your

next opportunity?
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A: Well you‘kndw I started my career teaching and
working in this area. But my first experience after my
firét year of teaching was to go to Venezuela and wérk
on a rancb. And I think the international part of
thié, the global environment in which we find
ourselvés, the interest on the part of other couﬁtries

in the very same items.’

My earlier conversations this fall were with (unint.)

groups that are here in the hemisphere that are working

- on increasing funding for research and education

extension and they're sort of regionally‘and globally.

And yet one of the messages is how do we do that

‘within countries, how do we tell our, you know get our

ministers on this agenda?

80 I think of the memories, some of the impact of

‘having been able to interact with those groups, to take

.advantage‘of my bi-lingualism, vyou know to be able to

‘'go and tell that message and I've given those speechés

in Spanish. And so again you know, those are the

38


http:adv~ntage.of

00:39:23:02

00:39:44:26

ORAL HISTORY
. I. MILLIE GONZALEZ
UNDER SECRETARY
RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND ECONOMICS

little things that one dces that continue to build
relatiénships and cement the working relationships that

we've had.

Many of these folks have been working with us for many,

~many years and so to have a presence at USDA that we -

can work in almost everyone of our countries to the

south and north and do it in another'language and you

-*know be more inclusive, I think has been fun. 1It's

been a terrific experience for me.

Q: Thank you very much Millié Gonzalez,‘Under Secretary
for Research, Education and Economics for being with us
to talk about your tenure at the U.S. Depértment of'
Agriculture. I'm Lar#y Quinn with the Office of
Communications af £he U.S. Department of Agricultureiin

Washington.

- END OF TAPE
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