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RS. WOODRUFF: president Clinton said that hi. h••lth 
O$ra roform plan n.ed.~ a naviqator with & r1qorou8 mind, & 
.teady e01lJUllla, and a caring hflart. Well, t,h. -p.rllor. hI! oholle 
.as nona other than Hillary Rodha. Clinton, who join. us now. 

Mr•• Olinton, we thank you for bolng w1th us. 

JGS. d,%NTON: Thank you for having lIa. 

I 
I 

MS. WOODRUFF: searetary j)onna Sha,.ala waa quoted., I 
~ll.ve# ju~ty••tarday as saylnq that this'whole reform plGn,
lIoat. of ·~h•.iaportant c1eci.1ona ware made betore the 
adminiet:rlltion' even got underway and that all youfve b••n 
~oinq sino. then 18 ruffl•• an(J flourish••• 

MRS. CLINTON: (Lau~hinq.) 

MS. WOODRUPF: 'Is that the oa••? 

us. OLIltTO:tU No. I t,hink thaC .what ~he was pointing
Qut,thcu9h, ia ~hat tbis plan i. aomething that the pr••ident 
t ••.ls very etronc;ly about, and it com•• out of his long' .tu.cly 
dt. til. he.lth ca~. sY'atem •• Ii qov.rncr and •• a oonoerne" 
Qitiz6n. ae b~ouqht with him to tbe White HOu•• , IS be did 
dUring- th. campaiqn, "'01l'Ie very specific ideas, like the fact 
that we oould get ~ore savings out of this system and that W9 
really had to fiqure out a way to get everybody covored in 
o~4.r to a.v. tbe ooat. in/the system. 

i 
i 

au.t "'_'v. worked very hard over the l ...t e1ghtor nina 
month. try to qo aammer out what all that ~eans, you knOW, 
bacau•• the he.lth oare debate ba. stayed on kind of .• 
clultol:'ioal level -- people have talked Igout & partiQUl:ar
mbd.al or wh.~ should ba Clone, but nolx;1dy, until th!. process
started, had ov.r bad a preai4ent .ay 90 ti~re out what all 
of tt..eaftll. and 40 th. necessary analy.i., and th.t' s What 
wt've been 4oin,. 

I . 
:. MS. WOODJ1UFF I Well, t a.ked about the laok of v~90rou. 

internal debate .inc. it was announc.d h.cau8e there are 4 few 
-- (a1multaneoua conversation) -- eoonomic advisors in the 
a4»1ni8tratlon Who 8 •••04 to ~e Qomewh&t cool, like aec~etary 
S.nt••n,·to'80•• at the details in here. 

1 
1 
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MIlS. CLIftON I Oh, I don t t 'thinK &10. 'l'nare waa a lot of 
V!90rOUIii debate. The pr••ident participated in a number of 
meetinge wbere there was incredible v190roua debate, whioh he 
invite. and which I think ia terrific. I like poopl. to 
debate what. are very important issu... But I'm'vary plea.ad.
that the r ••ult ot all that debate ie a plan that i8 goinq to 
accompll.h what the pr••ident said Wadn••day niqht. 

But I al.o tully .apport the president's decisien, which 
1. that what i. important ia a principle, and how W$ get there 
and a lot of the details, we're q01n9 to be hammer1nq tho•• 
out and we're going to be very open to all k1nd. of better 

1f-".' 
1 M8 .. 'WOODRUFF: Wall, that opennes8 i. what I want to .lIk 

you about.3uat to be clear on th1s, you all have said that 
one i ••u. epec1tically is not negotiable, and that's universal 
co-vara980 tt tha.t fair to say t that. everythinq -1•• 1. pretty
m.oh open for discussion? 

,·i ,,I 
MR8D CLINTON: Well, I think it you take what the1 

pr••ident a.i4 W~eBday night, all of hi. prinoiple. are not 
'n6;otiable. Now, how w. qet to achieve tbem -. that'l what we 
wlnt to talk abOut. So universal coverag8, that can't be 
n~oti.bl•• Stmplify1n9 the .ystem has to ocour. Savin9 tbe 
m~n.y that w. think can be aaved -- you know, Dr. ~oop said 
the other day that ha thinks th.re's $200 billion of 
unnec•••ary coata in the 8ystem that can be b.tter u••d an4I.V_. 

i
: w. cannot compromi•• on quality, and we want to preserve

choice, and we want this system to be more responsible. But 
there are 8011a 900d id.••• frOll Democrats and RepUblicans that 
.~. gain, to be diacuaa.4 over the next month., and what'. 
i~artant 1. that we aqree 0" those goals and we will aon!avetar-. 

'I MS. WOOD1ttrFF: And. that discW!lBion i8 what I wanted to 
aak you about because there alread.y is What ••U8 to be aort 
ot a con.~.u. forainq out there that you're going end up with 
II plan that ia r ••lly more incre1llental, that phaasa in 
benerita IDOr. IIlowly, perhaps not quite the ..ount of greater
banetits that you'~e tal~1n; about now, while at the aame time 
cu~t1n9 back on some of the m8ndatory featUre. or the plan, 
not cuttin9 •• much out of Meaicare and Nedicai4 .xpendltur••• 

http:n~oti.bl
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% tbat :tb.~ direction that you would say it t •. t.i.r to flay
Yiu.ra he.d1n, in? 

""41 ;dttMONI Well, we don't know yet, Judy. W.'re 
qo1n; to start conqr•••ional heariftq. next weak, And wetr. 
901"9 to •••' the exaat direction w. move In. But, you know, 
if w. could, at the $nd of the Con9r••• , ad,qn a bill, 68 th. 
pt••ident ••id, that guarant.ed universal QOVerag8, guarante.d 
.lUJood eolid·benefit packag_ tor evary berican. ucla the kind 
of reform. and 8iaplify1nq the ayet•• and9att1ng the savinqu
taat we n • .t -- you know, Ita not sur. the detail. are ao 
i*portan~ .e the fact that for most Ame~loans, their he.lth 
a.ra will tie pretty much s"aurecl at the baqinninq of the 
iul_ftcatlcn period. And that, wa think, i. very important:. 

I 

, MS. wOobRVFf: Is one of the detail. employer-mandated
CGvara,.' ••caU8., aqain, on. of the thinc;s that' 8 bein, 
talked about out there is that maybe it IS IIQme .ort ot a 
eO.p~o.i.. betw.en what you all are talkinq about and What 
.0.. 01' the lIl04erate aepublioans l.ike Senator Chaf•• are 
tclklnCJ .'bout wheraby the large bu.!n••• fins are r.quired to 
ew.r all .mploy••s but smaller tirma have the option of 
sayin9 no, in4ividual amploy••• have to cover the..alvG$ with 
aome •••i,tane. fro. the qovernment. Is that a pg••il::lle 
-Tn.rio? 

. HlUI.: CLMoru Wall, that's one of the things welre 90in9 
'to: ba explor1llCJ. We wet'e very impre••ad. by the Republican 
p~po••l 1nthe Senate becau•• it did recognize that we had to 
9.t people '1hto the .y.ta. and that .verybOdy ha4 to make a 
.cOl\tribut;lan~ Now we n.ed to qat down anel really analyze what 
that lIeans becauao, as you point out, in the Republican 
at*rcaah, individual. would be required to carry inaurano$, 
and tho.. individuals Who could not afford to do 80 would be 
aut_le1laad. . . 

•. a. ~.,·b.av. 80llle que.tiona, and. we're g'oin9 to be 
,exploring' t)i'O•• , like, tor example, what will happen it 
..,loy... who already, in ••A11 waina.a or media-.iae" 
bu'ln...... 1n.ura decide they no lonqer have to? How many 
mo~. paopl. woUld then fall into the government ~ubaidy pool? 

.j Or eftOth.1:' qu...1:1on we' ra goin9 to .xplore is would that 
mean tha'b oOJ:porat.ions woulcl have two kinde of ..ployeea, 

1 

1 
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0.. .-pi.,... ~hat thay would PAY for and the others that 
~h.y wou14put into the government pool? Ana, in fact, woula 
that lead to keeping wages down so that 1nd!viduals never qot
.boy. the laval of tn. subsidy? So th••• are the kind. ot 
lIeohnioal i ••u•• wa want to talk about. But wa are .Q pleased
Ubat ~h••~UbllQ8n8 are talkinq in tho•• term. with us. 

~ , 

~ KS. wot.iDRU'FPz Is it possible that you could. reaob 80lle 
'fOrt of an aocommo4at1on l a deal with the Republioans before 
Ubi. 1.,1Mlatloh even go.. to the floor? 

~ MlUh'et.XNTON: We don' t -- I don t t have any ide. about 
that.. I tm just very cp'atetul tor the kind. of cooperation 
~Iy. qotten; and the apirit of the d.bate movinq forwatd, I 
hppe, will be the lua. 

,',t MtI •. woODRUFF: Let me ask .bout some ot the t: inancinq of 
th. plan. There are a lot Of people who aqree with you that 
1, you have' to raise taxea, a good plac. t.o 9'0 is tObacoo -
ct,arett. tax••,. beeau•• there's a olear oonnection with 
h.alth, .molting and h.alth. But they alao say the lIam. thitlq 
itJ tt"U8 of' aloohol an:! b••r. Why not, if you're r.iainq taxa. 
on o19.~tte., raise ta~&8 on beer and alconol? 
j MRS. CL~HTON: I think there are a OOupl. of rea~on8 why 

tne pt••Ldbnt d8cided to focus on tobaooo, and that is that, 
ytu know, tobacoo is the only produot that, it u.a4 a. it i. 
alPposed to ba used, leads to health problem$. You can't Bay
tlat about aloohol. You can .ay it about exc •••iva drinkin9,
••d aloohol 1., as you know, taxed now. But I think thet 
ttbaOOO i. dUch 5 bi.q problslIl in our health care .Ylltsm, andw. want to limit the growth of to~aoco use amon, youn9 p.~pl.,
aad 80 that!. Why the pre.ident dacid.d to do that. 

I H•• wOO'Dlturr: All you know, there are a lot ot question. 
OUt thar. an the part of many people about the quality of care 
.ltd wha1! 'W'111 .till b. there. Theae rogional health allianoe. 
-. ,it thelr.- is a cap on what they can spend, inevit.ably
dClOtOZ'. azo.ititt qoin9 to be able to proV.tde aoma ot the•• 
•~n.lv.·prcc.dur•• that they now are pravtdin9; like tha HRI-Tn.. 

, Now I· i ti"! 80unds f ina to the rest of u. to ."y you don't 
haY. to 4D '.11 thea. expensive procedure., but if you're the 
o~. with a lif.-~e.t.n1n9 111n••a, the coat doesn't matter , 

1 

\ 
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DI. CLiNTON; Wall, that'. jUlJt not 90in; to bappan. I 
..an, that Ie on. of thoa. scare taotie8 that i8 out there. 
~t·. jU8t not going to happen. 
I %f you look at ragions ot our country where haalth oare 
t. delivered at high quality at le88 tban the OQat in the r ••t 
at the ccnmt.ry, that just doesn't happen. Take the Mayo
011nio, for eXlmple. Everybody in the world believ•• it's 
~ of the b1qh••t quality health car. that you cou14 find, 
~t their coat inoreasea were below 4 percent la.t YGar. 

Take the other kinds of exampl.. ...- in Roche.tar, New 
y.,rk, 01' in california or in Hawaii where h.alth care 1. 
provided at le.s than the aoet of the national averaq8 with no 
4.01'•••• in quality. I think there i. 80 muCh miainformation 
iat>out what h..alt.h oare should OODt that people. have a lot ot 
"uoat.inw to do. ' 

I 

i ro~ example, 'ennsylvania; whioh h •• done an exc.ll.nt 
:itt. in oql1aotinq information aDout how much healt.h care 
oOat., haa d.monstrated 01••r1y that if you take an operation
like the ccrlJnary bypa.s., readily available in Pennsylvania .. 
it. will coat $21,000 in on. hospital, $84,000 1n _nether 
h••pital, with no dirterenee in quality. NOW, if we br1nq 
t~.t coat down ~lo••r to $21,000, we will actually ~ able to 
perform .o~.co~on.ry by passea, not 18SI. 

; 
! 

80 tilt. ia an arqum.nt that I think anyone who ha. 
aCltllally _'",died What happens in th. health care sy.tell just
doa.n't ~11.v. we're going to be reduQin9 quality or ace••• 
1! we provide mor. officient heal.th care .. 

1 HI. WCODRurl"t 1 a.ked. that though, aa yeu know, becau8e 
8q .any people keep .8kin9' 

NR8. CLIftON I Y••• 

MI. WOOl)1tUPF, The ether question out there is, all 
r~htt th. p.....ldent sai4 laat niqht people will be "01. to 
ohoo•• their own plan, they'll be ablca to o.bOOll8 their own 
d~tor4 But in tact if the nealth plan you can afford 1. a 
plan -•••ybe a plan that the doctor you want, you don't bave 
aoo••• to unl••• you pay extra money; 80 isn't there 4 priQ. 

http:arqum.nt
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MRI. CLINTON! But there 11 rIgbe now. There'. a price 
taq to oboioe, and in fact what's happening rigbt now i. that 
choice 1.. deerea"inq, not inc:z-a...inv in O'LlZ' _<.l1oal system
bee.us. met-e employer. are make the choices tor their 
employ... aa to what health plan they can belong to and what 
40ctara th.y can •••• 

Po~ uninsured. paople, there is no choice. For many
people on public e.••latance, there are vary teW' choices. 
Th.re are tewer doctors who will even take some patients. So 
~hoiea 1- aotually diminishing. 

What w. believe will 'happen i. with health plan. that do 
~ot ai.criminate aqainat doctor., eo that they can balonq to 
.ore than on. health plan, and with difterent kinds of health 
plana that ara oampetin; on tho co.t of the health care, not 
on the quality or the acc•••ibillty, thClr. will be a vory
ftarrcw ranga between what these differ.nt approach.. to 
providing health care in theae plane will coat, a~4 doctor. 
will be found in lIor. than one ot them. So we think that 
puttinv the choice in the eon.umer t • hands will actually give 
mar. choia•• to consumer•• 

MS. ~DROFF: But it's e1mpliatic to say you can just
have choice, absolute choice, in who you~ doctor is, is it 
not, beoau•• there will be a price tag if you want a oertain 
doctor, if that'. your favorite doctor? 

MRS. CLINTON: Bu.t there is II priCe. taq now, and wbat 
wetr. doing i. actually lowerin9 the prioe ta9. We are 9Qini 
t'o be deore.sinc;; the amount of money that will be required to 
see Whatever eloctor you want; 80 W. cio think we will be 
lncr•••lnf Choice. . 

Nfl. WOODRUFF: All r i9ht. Another major are. of ooncern,
qUeat1on. baing raised out there, and I know yc~·v. heard all 
of tn••• , but not so .uch about the integrity ot your number. 
but about the political caloulationa. ~ou're talking about 
cuttinq $238 billion in Medicare and Me4icaid, give or take,
when Convr••• struqqled mightily this peat summer 1uat to Qut, 
What, $63 billion? Not only Senator MoynIhan ca11e4 it " 
fantasy, but I baliava secretary Shalala said she w.antt sure 
tbat it waa ~.ali.t1c. 

http:differ.nt
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lu~ ~. point It. gettinq at 1. thia: Mow can you aay 
youtre qoint to cover everybody, have batter care for 
,everybody, and reduce the budget deficit? A lot of people gay
.tt'. sound. like Ronald RsaClAn in the early 1'80'. when h8 
"said wetra 901n; to eut det-n.o spandinq and we're 90ing to 
cut tax•• ~ut w.e~. 9Qinq to balance the budget. 

JOtS .. el;%HTON: Bacause it t. not like that. What we hava 
now ia a oo~ntry that .panda more money on health c.re than 
allY other country and do.an I t even cover Gverybod.y. We are on 
a di•••ter oourse. We keep p~pin~ mo~. money into ••yatom
t.hat juat dO.8n I t work-, 

It you take M~ioar., far example, QVGh after th~ budget,w. will... Med.icare increase 11 percent next YEl~r .. - Now ~ 
people in our oountry aran t t qettinlJ old tbat fa.t to :be 
811vibla for Medicare; the population 1norea•• will only be 
abcut 1 percent. So if you take that population increase ~nd 
you aeld, inflation on top afit and then you add a little bit 
mora to be absolutely oareful, you don't qat anywher~ near 11 
percent. Why a~e we doin; that? Becau.. the way W8 lund 
l!fedicare novputa in a lot. ot incantiv.. tor the kind ot 
u.nnaoeasary coats that we'r. going to try to eliminate so that 
we don It ift &n.y \tIay u'nd.armine care but we deliver it more 
••tectively. 

~~ .e 9iv8 you an example. In Minn••ota, where more 
pAo~le in Medicare ate part Qt orqanizad delivery network. 
beeau.. when they worked they joined an HMO and they liK.~ 
their HMO and they stAY.~ in their HMO, Medicare patients are 
takon care o~ at one ha1t the ooat ot what i. pa14 in a plao.
like Philad.elphia, which i. net liB organized at delivttr1ng
haalth clre. Thar. is not a per.on I can find who says that 
'alder Am.ricane on MecHcare are· taken 118118 well core of in 
M~nne.cta than tbey are in Philadelphia, but the cost i. one
~lf -

M,. WooDRWF ~ 
"e",eJ:YWher. - 

But you t 1:'8 a••uminq that: can be done 

MRS. CLINTON: Of course 1t oan be dOl'. -

MS. WOOD_UFF; And with the .ame .££ioaoy 

~S. ~%NTONt ot oour•• it can be dene. Tbere is no 
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rea.oft why it can't be done. aut if We dQntt vet atarted in 
moving toward that d.irection, it won •t get done. If we 
continua to just pump more money in, it won't qat done. 

And the other point i. that as we ~ecr.... the rate of 
9rowtb 1n M.dicara, wa are increaGing the benefits that older 
AIIar1oan. are entitled to _. a prescription druq b.nefit which 
1. aJ)Solute11' ••••ntial to million. ot olclar barican. and the 
bevirming of lonfJ-term care that i. &bDOlu.:t.1y essential. So 
we ate .nbancinv the benefits by .~e.z1ng down what we view 
•• the way that we can .ave money beea"•• we will better 
or9anl•• the delivery of health oare. And I think that will 
be ben.fig!al to o14er Am~rlcana. 

MS. WOODRUFF: Let me ask you about one last thing that 
baa beo011l8 ...- you tully expected this wae going to b. the 
0 ••• , and ,that 11 abOrtion, and the que.tion i. simply: Are 
abortion ...vice. going to be provid.ecl for in every plan, ". 
you enviaion it? 

KRS. OLINTON: Abortion service" will be ava,11abl. in 
mo.t plana, •• they currently are in moat 1nsuranc. company
plan., but thero will be plans that, for con.ai.nee exemption 
rea.ona, will be exempt. We are not inoreasinq the 
availability or decreasing the availability of abortion. We 
ara try1n9 to really strike • balance 80 that we provide What 
i, available now. 

But W8 are a180 doing sometbing elaethat I think 1s very
important_ w. are ine~.asinq acceaa to preventiv.aerv1c•• 
11ke family planning beOaU•• I think most of us in thia 
country, wheth.r we are on one aide or the other: of the 
aDortion debate and the riqht of women to make tbat Choice 
with their pbyalciansb would like to see abortion le•• common 
than it ls. I beli.vA in legal abortion; I believe in aafe 
abortion; but I want abortion. to be rarer than they are now.. 
And wa think throu9h thi... plan, which etiphaaizes family
planninv, wa will ;et to that point wh1ch' ia alao very
important. , 

1(1. WOODIUJPr: And if there t. an amendmant propo••d: on 
th. Hill, laqlalation proposed to require that no abortion be 
covoreel, a8 aept'esentative Henry Hyde i. talking about d.oin'l,
app.rantly, will the adm1nistration qat actively involved 1n 
lobbying aqaln.t that?.,;"'\"" 

._ . r:=-. 
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.... CLINTON: Well, we think tbat would be takln; away
what i. available currently 1n the private -insurance .yate,Dl. 
But there aay be an amendment offered. that it haa to be 
available. ! 11BII9il\" that we won't make people gn aitne" 81<1. 
of this i.aue 100 peroent happy. I don It thiAA there io a way 
to do that. What we've triad to do is to be as fair .s we 
CQuld to make aura we didn·t inorease or decreaae the 
a.vailability of abortion and to make it,avai-labl$, •• it is 
now, 1n m08t in.urance ~oliaie•• 

MS. WOODRUFF: Mr•• Clinton, we thank YQU, but 1 have to 
.ak you, what ia your next project -

MRS. CttNTON: (Laughing.) 

MG. WOOJ)RUPF: .... now that thia one ia behind you, eo ~o 
~p••k? 

DS. CLINTON: Oh, I don't think this ira 901n9 to be 
behind ae for a while. I think this 1& goin; to continua to 
take up a lot of my tim., and 11m very excited to b. part of 
tbi. • I want to ••• it happen 1n our country;, I w:ant "to Ii•• 
people get ri4 of thea. t.ar. a:bout whether they '~11l·.b. 
insure" and their health will be taken carel! of if ,they 'lose 
their job or they move jobs, or if their child ia s1c~. Wa 
shouldn't hlilve to worry about that any more. 

MS. WOODRUFF: So no ~.c18ion yet on the next project? 

MRS. otINTON: NO, I'~ qoinq to stay with this one till 
it's dona. 

MS.WOODltOJ.l'P: Mrs. Clinton, we thank you for being with 
us. 

MRa. CLINTON: Thank you, Judy. "". 

:.~-.\ 
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