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t.)m "LARRY KING WEEKEND" INTERVIEW WITH:
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1993

LARRY KING: What room are we in?

MRS. CLINTON: We’re in the Vermeil Room. It’s on the ground floor of

the White House and, as you can see, we are surrounded by portraits of former
First Ladies. It's one of my favorite rooms. '

this

MR, KING: What does "vermeil" mean?

MRS. CLINTON: It means the kind of color and china and feeling that
room has. It's a French word. :

MR. KING: Do you get the feel that this is your house? ' o
HRS.‘CLINTDN: Yyes, |

MR. KING: You do?

MRS. CLINTON: Yes.

Mﬁ. KING: So it's not like you're renting here?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, it is public housing, you know, and so we are the

tenants, but it is someplace that overwhelms you. Every time you walk in it
makes you feel so proud and humble, I guess, but it’s also our home, and
we've worked very hard to make it that way.

MR. KING: Nancy Reagan said to me the biggest surprise about this whole

thing te her was that it wasn’'t Sacramento the press, the whole thing was

just

a whole different ballgame, and being the governor’s wife was not

preparation for it. True?

MRS. CLINTON: True. That's very true. And, you know, you can 1imagine

if Mrs. Reagan didn’t think it was preparation being in California, what I

must

have felt like coming from Arkansas, where we knew esverybody and where

we could, you know, lead our own lives, I could drive my own car. I could
go to work. I could take my daughter shopping, we could go to a movie. And
even if you think you have an idea what it’'s like because you’ve looked from

- afar and you've watched the president and his family, until you actually
experience 1it, you don't really understand it.

MR, KING: And what don't you like about it?

MRS.” CLINTON: I don’'t like feeling confined so that my movements are

pretty much restricted, that I'm supposed to, you know, be driven places and
I'm supposed to, you know, kind of have this protective security arocund me.

‘.



vai wo rnorcui

Uuys/3us94 tegerai News . rage

as

®

you'’

MR. KING: The
11 turn right.

MRS. CLINTON:
MR. KING: Say

MRS, CLINTON:

security. We'll go down here, then we’'ll turn left, then
This is Mr. Morris. : '

Yeah.

hello.

I've tried to really limit that, and both the president

and I have worked hard on that, so, you know, we do try to keep in touch with

our

friends, we try

to go out with people. We try to have as .normal a life

as possible, but there is no denying that it's very different.

MR. KING: The

Roosevelt kids, I got to know them all -- said it 1is a

tough place to grow up for kids. This is not a kids’ place,. How's your
daughter handling it? '

MRS, CLINTON:

She’'s doing pretty well, but it is not a kids' place, and

you have to work very hard to make it a good environment for a child. So she
has her friends over and lots of overnights, lots of people and girls, you

know,

going up and down the hallways and doing the funny things that kids do,

and we've tried very hard, as you know, to keep her out of the public eye, to
try to give her a chance to have a lifetime with us.

over?

over.

MR. KING: How
MRS. CLINTON:

MR, KING: But

do you do that, though, I‘mean, she has friends come

Yes, she’s had friends come over--lots of friends come

She goes over to her friend’s house.

there are Secret Service guys outside the house. It

ain’t a normal pillow party.

it,

had,

MRS, CLINTON:
and we're going

MR. KING: Now
and we’'ll talk

No, it’s not normal, but it's as normal as we can make
to work very hard to keep it that way.

how do you balance -~ I mean, look at this week you’ve:
about that, By the way, thanks for being the first guest

on "Larry King Heekend. "

you

daughter,
family,

MRS. CLINTON:
for asking me.

I'm thrilled and honored to be the first guest. Thank

MR. KING: It’s wonderful to have you. How do you balance lives? OF
course you have different lives: husband, yow have a husband, you have a

MRS. CLINTON:

you have house, you have a mother, you have a brother, you have
you have First Lady stuff. How do you balance it?

You . know, except for the last part, it’'s what every woman

in America does now to balance all of the different responsibilities and you
just have to . be as careful as you can to know what you need to spend your
time on and what’s really important. 1I’'ve never had any doubts that, you
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.‘mow, my daughter and my family were the most important parts of my 1ife, and
I try to organize my time so that I always have time for her and for my
husband, but you add on the fFirst Lady part and it both gives you, in some
ways, a little more time than you might if you were back at home like I used
to be, because even when my husband was governocr, I did a lot of things for
myself. I did a lot of shopping, I did & lot of the kind of errand running
that every mother does. I don’t get to do that very much.

So in some funny way, I have a little more time than I might have had,
because I'm kind of restricted from doing what I’'d like to do, which is be as

normal as possible, but then I have all these additional responsibilities
that are on top of everything else that 1 do.

But I really believe and I've told lots of my friends this that most of
the women I know are busy balancing all those different responsibilities

MR. KING: What did you used to do that you can’t do anymore that«gou
miss the most? \

MRS. CLINTON: Get in my car with my daughter, go to a store or go to a
mall, and spend a couple hours wandering around having a good time, stopping
and maybe having a cup of hot chocolate or a cookie and giggling, you Know.

MR. KING: The First Lady of Arkansas could do that;

MRS. CLINTON: Yes.

. MR. KING: She

MRS, CLINTON: All the time. We went shapping all the time. No problem
at all. A

could go to the mall outside of Little Rock?

MR. KING: When was the last time you drove?

MRS, CLINTON: Mmm, good question,. I don't think I have driven since
I've been in Hashington. I have my car up here, but-- ‘

MR, KING: Where is it parked?

MRS, CLINTON: It's parked on the grounds, but I mostly let friends use
it who come to visit and need a car and~-

MR. KING: But you like sitting behind the wheel of a car, you like
griving? : .

MRS. CLINTON: Sure.

MR. KING: Is it impossible?
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. MRS, CLINTON: I mean, look, I mean, you get in the car, you turn on the
radioc -- well, you've been in a car recently. You know what it's like. I
haven'’t. I can’t remember it.

MR. KXING: I can’t drive a car.

MRS, CLINTDN; [Laughs)

MR, KING: I drive daown the street, it's a story.

MRS, CLINTON: I know the feeling, but één you imagine?

Se, no, I juét like to get, turn on the radio--I have a terrible voite,
but sing along with the radio, listen to you or somebody else, yell at you on

the radio, say, "Oh, that's not true," you Know. Just be by yourself.

MR, KING: Well, your first car -- we were talking about a first car,
mine was a '55~-'53 Ford.  Yours was a '63 Dlds. '

MRS. CLINTON: Right.

MR. KING: You were telling me you had to take the battery out?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, anybody listening toc this will probably write and
say, you know, this just shows you how crazy she is. My car had a

personality, my first car, and I was in law school, and my car had a battery

"Ehat did not like to be left in the car overnight. It would drain out if it
ere, especially in the New England cold.

MR, KING: So what did you have to do with it?

MRS. CLINTON: So I unhooked it every night and toock it to my dorm rcom
and kept it warm and then I put it back in the next morning. {Laughs) It
made a very happy Laltery and a val Lhal wut ked, ‘

MR. KING: 0id it have a name? I think we’'re losing it here, it's been
a long week. ‘

MRS, CLINTON: It did have a name, gés. I called my car Julius.

MR, KING: Julius?
MRS. CLINTON: Julius.
MR. KING: Did the battery have a name?

MRS. CLINTON: No, I did not name the. batteruy. I think it was Eveready
or something like that. : : .

MR. KING: What's the car parked downstairs now?
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. MRS. CLINTON: It's an Oldsmobile.

MR. KING: You stayed loyal.

MRS, CLINTON: Yes, I did. I stayed loyal.

MR. KING: New one?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, not new, no, It’s six or seven years old now

MR. KING: That's what you miss the most. What is the best part about
this job? .

MRS. CLINTON: The very best part is being part of doing what my
husband’s trying to do to help the country and change it. .I‘Find that~--

MR. KING: You really feel that?

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, with my entire being I feel that. You_know, I spent
2 lot of time working on issues that I cared about, whether it was public
education or children’s health or children’s welfare, and I just never
understood why we as a country just couldn’t get it together and solve some
of these problems, because we were letting violence consume our kids, we were
letting all kinds of things happen, and now I begin to see people starting to
work together, And, of course, I think my husband’s had a lot to do with
that, kind of telling people, you know, "Take responsibility. Be hopeful,

.wut be practical and let's move forward. " And so I'm thrilled by that.-

MR. KING: So activism is a part of you.

MRS. CLINTON:  vYes, it is.

MR. KING: We’'ll come back with more of Hillary Clinton on the premiere
edition of "Larry King Weekend. " DOon't go away.

{Announcements, |

We. were talking--we mentioned briefly there was a storuy. I don’t like
to involve myself in every interview, in any interview, in fact, but I had an
accident on & street in Washington. Nothing happened. A fender bender, both
cars are done, fixed, it’'s over. It was front page. You read that story?

MRS, CLINTON: I did read that story, and I read it trying to figure out
why is this in the newspaper? I couldn’t get it.
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MR. KING: And that's happened to you a lot, right? How do you -- all

right, I could look back one day, it's kind of funny. How do you deal with
it on a daily basis?

MRS. CLINTON: You just have to decide that you’'re not going to let it
bother you, because otherwise you wake up every morning and by 7:00 a.m
you’d be all anxious because people would be writing things and saying things
that you knew weren’'t true and you wouldn’t know what to do about it.

MR. KING: So do you not read it?

MRS. CLINTON: I skim it, but I don’'t read it, and I try to make sure
that if there’s anything I need to know about, somebody tells me, in case I
miss 1it. But, you know, there’s just toco much to do in life and there’'s too
many exciting opportunities to worry about what somebody says or didn't say

and then try to involvs you in it, as you found out with that stbrg. It wase
a non-story.

MR. KING: It's a non~story, but dges the pain ever -- for example when
pecple -- yesterday, I spoke to the AMA in convention, and they were all
upset at a front-page story in “The New York Times” implying -- not implying,
saying that they were being critical of your health plan, critical of you, .
and they wanted me -- all of them, the president of the AMA went, "Please
assure her, please tell her, please, that story’'s wrong. We didn’'t boo Donna
Shalala. HWe didn’t -- we don't -- we agree in principle with most of the

health plan. Okay, when you read “The New York Times, " you didn’t know they
.were going to say that. How did you feel.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I was lucky, because I had other newspapers which
reported a very different story-- '

MR. KING: 0f the same cccurrence.

MRS. CLINTON: -- of the same occurrence, the same event. And 1 alsao
have been working with these doctors in the AMA for a number of months now,
and they’ve been very forthright, very helpful, We know where we agree, and
w8 know where we disagree, and we're trying to work through our
disagreements, so I thought it was kind of an odd story, but I made scme
phone calls. I found out exactly what you found out, which is that’'s not at

all what they intended nor what they said, and they were sorry that it had
happened. \

MR. KING: I’1l get back to health care, Back to criticism, Does any

of it ever help you? Have you ever read any things and said, you know,
there’'s a good point of view?

MRS, CLINTON: Yes,

You know what I've tried to decide to do and I don’t always do it, but
here’'s my motto, which is to try to take criticism seriously but not
personally, so that if somebody has a message they’re trying to get to you
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.and it's a different way of looking at the world and a different piece of
information, take that seriously, but don’t let it eat away at whao you are,
and undermine your sense of self or maybe even destroy a relationship with

somebody because they say somebody said something and you don*t go to the
trouble to check it out.

So I try to take it seriously, but not personally.
MR, KING: All right, How about Hillary bashing?

MRS. CLINTON: (Laughs)

MR, KING: There are bashers, right?

MRS. CLINTON: I'm sure,

MR. KING: I mean, there are people around the country who daily take
Hillary on, usually on the far right. How do you deal with that?

MRS. CLINTON: I ignore them. I really ignore them, because they’'re
usually doing it for saome kind of personal or political gain and they're not
even attempting to stay within the bounds of truth or accuracy, and I'd much

rather listen to people who are acting in good faith but hanestly don’t agree
with something that I'm doing or the president's doing.

MR, KING: You'wve been a public woman for a long time. Do you ever get
‘lrhe total acceptance that you don’t have a private life, excepting that?

MRS. CLINTON: I hope not, because I think without a private life you
can’t be a very effective public person. I think you turn intg a shell.

You know, in a private life, you think about things, gdu talk with
people in an honest and open way. You make mistakes and you learn from your
mistakes. I don't see how you can be in public life and make a real

contributien if you also don’t have some space to be a private persaon, and I
fight very hard for that. '

MR, KING: Hhen you assumed this job and took ogver -~ we talked abgout
activism before -- did you say to your husband, "Gilve me an area of
responsibility, " did you know it would be health care? Why you and health?

MRS, CLINTON: Well, that's a good guestion.

MR. KING: But you’re healthy.

MRS. CLINTON: Hell, thank goodness I am. I mean, you know -~

MR. KING: Why health?

MRS, CLINTON: I think because it's an issue that my husband cares a
great deal about. And when he was governor, he cared a great deal about
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ucation and he asked me to work on education and we worked together, And
then coming into the presidency, he knows that if we don’t solve our health
care problems, we’'re not going to be able to deal with a lot of our other
problems in this countruy. And I think he decided that he would ask me to
work on this the way he'd asked me to work on education.

Now, after it happened, about a day or two later, Governor Cugomo was
here and I love him, and he came up to me and he said, "What'd you do, have a
fight with your husband?" And I said, you Kknow, it's not like that, it may
be the way some people looked at it. Because it’s a huge responsibility, but

it was a real honor for me to be asked to work an this and I've really
enjoyed it.

MR. KING: Did you know it would become as hard as it is?

MRS, CLINTON: I didn’t really know what I was getting into when my
husband asked me to do it. I knew it was important and I knew that it was

something he cared deeply about, but the amount of time I've spent on it has,
you know, really been guite extensive. ‘

MR. KING: You could have fronted it, though, couldn’t you. I mean, you
could have had all these commissions out and check with you once a week, You
didn’t have to go to Minneapolis, you didn't have to do that?

MRS, CLINTON: ‘Well, but I -~

Q MR. KING: You could have fronted it. You could have been chairman pro
empore. ‘ ,

MRS. CLINTON: Well, that wouldn’t have worked for me, because if we’'re
going to make recommendations about health care, I want to know what I'm
talking about and I want to be sure that it’'s the right thing for my family.
I want to be able to answer my mother’s questions when she calls me on the
telephone and says, “I've heard this, what does this mean?" So that's why I

felt very strongly that if I were going to do this, I had to really get into
it 100 percent of the way? v

MR. KING: How about taking‘thé spatlight, though? There’s a CNN poll I
“think that may have been out today that has you more paopular than your :

husband, that this has been a heck of a week for you. How do you deal with
that? ‘

MRS. CLINTCN: Well, of course I'm grateful if people think that what
I'm trying to do is the right thing and helpful, you know.

MR. KING: The poll didn't say more popular, the pdll thought you were
smarter than your husband. g :

MRS. CLINTON: Well --

MR, KING: Every woman would dream aof that, c'mon?
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MRS. CLINTON: Yes, but they don’t know my husband, you know. My
husband -- ‘ ‘

MR. KING: That upsets him?

MRS, CLINTON: No, not at all. Doesn’t bother "him at all. In fact, I
think one of the secrets of his success is that he is the smartest person I
have ever met and yet he is so friendly and open and such a goad guy that
people sometimes underestimate him, and that's not always bad in the business
he's in, as we’ve seen in the last several years.

MR. KING: Joes he ever close the door and go "mmmmmmhhh! "?

MRS, CLINTON: Sure, sure. You know, sometimes you've just .got toAlet
it out, whether it's on the golf course or listening to loud music or
whatever it 1is. Yeah, we do a lot of that together.

MR. KING: A lot of fighting?

MRS. CLINTON: No.

MR. KING: No?

MRS, CLIﬂTUN: No.

. MR. KING: How does Hillary let it out?
MRS, CLINTON: Well, I like to axercise; I like to listen to music and

like to listen to it loud and sing along. I really do let a lot out that
way. I like to sleep and get caught up so that I maybe am a little better

rested than I would be under stressful circumstances. We do a lot of
different things, watch a lot of movies. We're big on movies.
MR ¥ TNIS RantAal mnuiose nr —--

MRS. CLINTON: Yeah, you know what, we've got a movie theater here in
the White House and -~ . ‘

MR. KING: I know. You didn’'t know that?

MRS. CLINTON: - I didn’t know it until 'l got here, and it was a wonderful
surprise to find a movie theater, you know,

MR. KING: You can call up the company and get the latest film, right?

MRS. CLINTON: Yeah, they send them to us and we are really lucky

because we ¢get to see movies all the time. Apparently every president has
enjoyed that.



Q MR. KING: The last time I was with your husband he had just seen the
~lint Eastwood movie and he loved it. :

MRS. CLINTON: Gh, uyes. "Line of Fire" right?
MR. KING: Yeah. You've got one you like?

MRS. CLINTON: I just saw "Age of Innocence. " which I loved. I thought
it was -~

MR, KING: Scorsese.

MRS, CLINTON: 0Oh, I loved 1it. I thought it was a wonderful movie,
Beautifully, beautifully shot movie. As well as very contemporary even
though set in a time past. Co

MR, KING: Is it diFFerentiRatching it here thén in the theater?

MRS. CLINTON: Yeah, 1t 1s, but in the theater, you know, it's better
than watching it on the small TV screen. You knpw it doesn’t have the same
feel as 1t does in a theater.

MR. KING: We'll have more with Hillary Clinton on this premiere edition
of "Larry King Weekend” on CNN. Jon’t go away.

‘{Announcements. }

. MR. KING: We're back with Hillary Clinton oyn this Saturday night

premiere edition of “"Larry King Weekend. ® What a week. You've never had a
week like this? '

MRS. CLINTON: Yes. Never, and I'm glad it’'s nearly aver

MR. KING: Do you like testifying?

"MRS. CLINTON: Yes, I did. I mean, I was nervous and anxious to do it
as wall as I could, but I liked it because I thought everybody was wall
prepared, they asked good tough questions they needed answers to. 1 was very

impressed with the Congress.
MR. KING: Did that surprise you?

MRS, CLINTON: It didn't surprise me, because I’ve now spent lots of
time up there. o ,

MR, KING: You work the Hill, though?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I do, because there’s a lot of good ideas and
experience up there, but I think it might have surprised some of the public
who have given the Congress a bad rap in, you know, the past few years, and I
think seeing the seriousness that they brought to this issue, and the
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QJestions that they asked, I think should be very reassuring to the American
ublic. 7

MR. KING: You've worked this issue a long time. Senator DOole has told

us that you're a familiar figure on the Hill and you work with Republicans
well. ’

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, I sure do.
MR. KING: Is this a concept you did in Arkansas, too?
MRS, CLINTON: Well, we didn’t have many Republicans in Arkansas, but --

MR, KING: Have you ever testified before a House or a Senéte committee?

MRS. CLINTON: I did, and I spoke once to the whole House on education.
But you kKnow I was raised in a Republican family. My father was a very:
strong Republican, except he thought my husband was a great American, but I'm
very used to working with people from different points of view, because I

think that makes a better policy to really listen to each other and not shut
each other off,

MR. KING: But do you think now thought that what you’'ve succeeded in
doing is framing the issue so that Americans now regard health as a right?

MRS. CLINTON: I hope so. I hope we have framed it so that every
Qmerican knaws that the way they should judge what to do is whether at the
nd of it, they and their families never have to warry about health care
coverage again, they will be secure and they will have a set of benefits they
can count on them no matter who they are or where they work. I hope that's
the way it’'s been framed. :

MR. KING: Nowhere is it printed that it's a right, right? ‘It's not a
God-given right as we have to free speech, assembly. Health is -- and do you
think, though, seriously as you look at yourself? VYou framed this.

MRS. CLINTON: I think it is. It underlies 1ife, 1liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness, It underliies the modern complex society that is
spending too much money for the health care that we have and not even taking
care of everybody. So although it may not be listed anywhere as a right, it
is a right, bmacerusa withant it, evarything erisa this raountry’s stranrds fnr and
wants to do for and wants to do for itself and what every individual wants to
do to be responsible is not possible. . s

MR. KING: And you’'re a pretty good student, you got pretty good grades,
you read your history pretty good, This has been going on a long time.
Harry Truman in 1948 introduced naticgnal health insurance. It was called

socialist. It never came, Ted Kennedy has had proposals. Republicans have
had proposals. Why now? .
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. MRS, CLINTON: Because I think now most people understand that it's an
issue that affects them, not somebody else. You know, when you have as many
people as we do who are insured losing their insurance very month --more than
2 million -~ maybe they only lose it for a week, but maybe they lose it for a
year. Then it's not a problem that happens out there somewhere, it's a

problem that happens in every home. Every American knows somebody who has
been shut out of the insurance market and denied coverage because of a
preexisting condition, has been unable to move jobs because to move means
they lose insurance, has been laid off and lost insurance when they thought
they'd be employed forever. You can ,go down the list. So now it’s a
problem whose time for a sclution has finally come.

MR. KING:. Or. Rheinhardt says one of the interesting things about
health is -- at Princeton -- when you're vertical, you can say, hey, watch

this, cut those costs, but when you're 'horizontal, give me everything.
.Right? : '

MRS. CLINTGN: Yes.

MR. KING: So we all want evergthing. We're not ever going to be able
to deliver all that. ,

'MRS. CLINTON: No, but we can do a much better job than we do in
~nroviding health care in a less costly way at high quality. Let me just give
4 @ quick example. The state of Pennsylvania's been collecting information

. .pout all kinds of operations. -Let's take the coronary bypass, something
hat you know about. v :

MR. KING: Very well,

MRS. CLINTON: The coronary bypass surgery in Pennsylvania in a hospital
can cost either $21,000 or $84,000 and everything in between, and when the
state of Pennsylvania looked at all these hospitals, they decided, based on
all the information they could get, that there’'s no better or worse quality
that correlates with any cost. In fact, the $21,000 operation had better
quality than some of the more expensive surgeries.

MR, KING: So what was the price based on.

MRS, CLINTON: So, the price was based on what you can charge and get
reimbursed for instead of what should this operation cost and what’'s a fair
way of charging for it? And if we move toward a system where instead of
paying doctors and hospitals by procedures and on individual kinds of
diagnoses, we say, "Here’s an amount of money to keep this population
healthy. " Now, go and make those decisions. We will have more coronary

bypass operations being dane for more people because they will be more
affordable than they currently are,

So getting our costs undef controi goes hand in hand with providing
better quality to more people.
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. MR, KING: Having been involved in the debate -- moderators debate once
between Senator Humphrey and the president of the AMA at that time about
Medicare, as it turned out, doctors got toc like Medicare because it gave more
medicine to people and gave more income to them. 0o you think 20 years from

today some two people will be sitting here saying, they argued about this
thing?

MRS. CLINTON: That's exactly what I think will happen, Larry. You're
absolutely right, I think that in 20 years we'll look back, and certainly
our children will look back, and they'll say, "What was the argument about?
How could anybody deny that we've covered everybody, made everybody secure,

we have finally gotten a control on the costs, and we've got high gquality.”
And that's what I hope will happen. '

MR. KING: ALl 1 iyhL. Whal abuul lusinyg paelivol-duclyr relaliunships?

MRS. CLINTON: That’'s what’s happening rlght now. - You know, insurance
companles are deciding who you can go see. :

MR. KING: You get a book.

MRS, CLINTON: You get a book, and if you're not on the list, you don't
‘get to go see that doctor. Ooctors are being told what they can prescribe.
~~~ey're being asked to call 800 numbers to ask permission to do certain
( _icedures. The road we are on now will undermine even more doctor authority
a..d their clinical judgment. What I want is to move more people toward the
‘lLlnd of way of delivering care that you find, for example, at the Maygs
Clinic. The Mayo Clinic, multi-specialities -- fine institution, world
renowned. Everybody knows it's high gquality. They're able to deliver care
at less than four percent increase this past gear and -they do it by the
doctors maklng a lot of the decisions. ‘ ‘

MR.. KING: We're going to break and come rlght back with Hlllarg
Clinton. Don't go away.

A(ﬁnnouncements }

MR. KING: We're back with Hillary Clinton who was just telling me at
Mayo the doctors are on salary.

'MRS. CLINTON: That's right.

MR. KING: Good salary --

MRS. CLINTON: Very good.

MR. KING: -- but not $700,000 a year.

MRS. CLINTON: * Well, and not one -- I don't know what their salaries
are, but it's not based how many procedures they do, it's based on their
.nrroviding high-quality care to all the patients who come to their doors.

.
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MR. KING: Are you then saying that most doctors want to provide the
best of care and that finance is not their driven force,

MRS. CLINTON: I absolutely believe that most doctors do, But doctors
are human beings like the rest of us, If the way that you are going to be
paid 1is having to deal with insurance companies and the Medicare and Medicaid
programs and list every little thing you did, have a price attached to it,

_then you’re more likely to worry about how many procedures you do, because

that's how you're getting paid, and that’s how you're satisfying all these
people interfering with you, then what I hope will be the new way of doing
medicine which is where doctors make the decisions and they decide how much
gach will get paid and they set those kinds of rules for the system. I will
feel better about that because I will believe that doctaors are finally able

to do what they were trained to do and not turn themselves into insurance
~ompany representatives,

MR. KING: After the experience of this week on the Hill, what do you
expect the battle to be like for . this bill? ‘

MRS. CLINTON: [ think that there will be extremes on all sides. I
think there will be people making outrageous claims, and disregarding
whatever facts and evidence there are because they have a personal and

—~nlitical stake in doing so.

®

MR. KING: Left and right?

MRS. CLINTON: Left and right, but, unfortunately, more to the right
because in order to keep the status quo, which is, let's be honest, making a

lot of money for a lot of different types of folks, they will have to engage

‘n lots oF scare tactics to prevent people from getting the changes that they
want. :

But I really believe that most of what will happen will happen in what I
call the reasonable middle in both the Democratic and the Republican parties,
with a lot of doctor groups, hospital groups, others who are concerned
sitting down and trying to figure ocut how to get where we all want to go. We
now have an excellent proposal from the Senate Republicans that says, "Look,
we want to get to universal coverage. Here's how we would do it. Here’s

what we agree with in terms of the president’s plan, here's what we disagree
with. " -

~It's a very good place to start sitting down and talking and I think
that’'s where most of the debate Will be.

MR. KING: Senator Chafee, who has a bill of his own, says there will be

a health bill passed by next June. He says it would take a manth. Do you
agree? -

MRS, CLINTON: Absolutely agree.
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. MR. KING: It will be?

‘x‘_»-
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MRS. CLINTON: Yes.
MR. KING: Will a lot ofythe Chafee bill be in it?

MRS. CLINTON: A lot of it will be because Senator Chafee and I talked
the other day that you know, on about 1S5 issues, we are very close and we
need to clarify what our differences are and make sure that we can’t get even
closer. And then there are a couple of issues where we have some serious
differences, but they are within the same universe. They're all trying to
reach universal coverage. They’'re all trying to control costs. So I'm very
confident that what Senator Chafee has said will come to pass.

MR. KING: Senator Dole has said that abortion could wind up out of
this. It's in many plans already, because it could be the drawback to

getting the votes’ gou need. Do you see arguing about abortion in the health
. plan? :

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I'm sure that some people will argue -- because
it’s such an emotional issue -~ but what we're trying to do is to preserve
what is available now. Most insurance plans within pregnancy related
services offer abortion if it's medically necessary or appropriate as a
“cision between the doctor and the patient. We don’'t want to add or
Jtract to that basic offering that is available now, but we do want to see

- _umething else that we think is very important, and that is that part of the

comprehensive benefits package -have an increase in access to family planning.
Let's try to prevent situations that might lead to an abortion. Let's 'try
and get more women to make good decisions early by getting them to see their
obstetrician or gynecologist or their primary care physician of another
speciality so that they can perhaps begin to make good decisions that will
prevent the situation from having to arise.

"MR. KING: Is this more government? Is this a lot more government?

MRS, CLINTON: No.
" MR. KING: Not a lot. Can government handle this well?

MRS. CLINTON: I believe so, because what we want government to do is to
set up the framework to say what are the guaranteed benefits every American’s
entitled to, and then get out of the way. We want this to be a state-run
program, We want local communities to decide what are the best health plans
and for those health plans to compete for your business and mine. There does
have to be some government. There’'s a lot of money that the government will
put up -- they already are with Medicaid and Medicare, but we don't want it
to be a government-run program, we want it to come out of the private sector,

We want to preserve what works in the American health care system and then
fix what's wrong.
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MR, KING: You accept that kidney can be a disease and heart can be a

disease. 0o you accept, philosophically and practically that depression is a
disease?

MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely.

MR. KING: Therefofe should people be entitled to thelr Prozac as they
are entitled to their antibiotic. '

-MRS. CLINTON: ' We make a very, very 1mportant start in securing that by
putting in mental health benefits in the guaranteed benefit package and by
beginning to treat serious mental illnesses in the same way we treat serious
physical illness and through a prescription drug benefit to provide for
“support for medications like Prozac just as you would for insulin or
penicillin or some other medication.

MR. KING: S0 _psychiatrists will be a big part of this?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, mental health will be a big part of it.
Psychiatrists and psychologists, social workers, others who treat both the
"most serious clinical diseases and the kind of more mild forms that can
interfere with peoples functioning and can have pthical consequences

— MR. KING: How about the fringes?. How about the chiropractors?

v
( ) MRS. CLINTON:. You know, right now what we want is what is 1in existence
,.and most health plans, most insurance policies around the country cover
chiropractic, cover podiatry, cover optometry, cover the other allied health.
professionals, and we anticipate that will continue.

MR. KING: Back uxth more of Hillary Clinton on our premlore edition ~*¢
“Larry Klng Neekend cTE Wl

(Announcements. )

MR. KING: We're back on “Larry King MWeekend. " See, I haven't said Larry

'King lLive once.
MRS. CLINTUN!  You've been doing really well.
MR. KING: By the way you're going to come on Lérrg King Live,
MRS. CLINTON: Someday I am, absolutelg.A Absolutely.
MR, KING: And gou re going to take phone calls.

MRS, CLINTUN . Well, I --

MR. KING: By the way, I know you're supposed to say Mrs. Clinton, but.
you did say, - "call me Hillary”. So I just don't want to offend anyone.
; , o

.\‘n .
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MRS. CLINTON: No. Go right ahead. (Laughs) Offend somebody.

MR. KING: Thanks. 0o you -- one thing on the battle on the hill, you
said, okay, the extremists, mostly on the right are going to fFight you, but
the large center is going to be with you, means you're optimistic?

MRS. CLINTON: Yes.

MR, KING: There’s going to be a bill, you're going to -- the extremists
are going to be heard? 'Is it going to be a fight that you're going to be in
a dey-to-day involvement with? Are you going toc be having Senstors coming
over here, meeting on the Hill, avoiding gridlock, doing all the kinds of
things that executives do to get scmething through? '

MRS. CLINTON: 1’1l do whatever my husband wants me to. I mean this is
his plan and he's going to be doing -- supervising the way this goes through
making the decisions, calling the shots on it but I hope I can be a part of
it. I feel very strongly about that. '

MR. KING: What's next? Let’'s say health care passes. You don't want to
be the health care administrator? ' :

. . MRS, CLINTON:. (Laughs) Oh, no!

¢

&%,' MR. KING: You've got. Oonna Shalala. You have others for that.

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, very competent.

MR, KING: Let’s take it to utopia here. A health care plan is 1in :
effect. It's June, it's 1994, Health care is in place. It's rolling. It’s
beginning to start. What now, asks Hillary?

MRS, CLINTON: Nell, how about a slow trip toc New Zealand or Australia
or somewhere. _ ' : : : o

"MR: KING: Not you.
MRS. CLINTON: I don't know. I think probably --

MR. KING: What interests you?

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, children and children’'s needs interests me. That's
what's really drives me on this health care issue. I want to be sure that we
gaet welfare reform done, That's an issue that Secretary Shalala and the
president -- well that will probably be out before we finish health care.

The president’'s worked very hard on that with some very good help. I care
very deeply about public education, which is something that I worked on for a
long time in Arkansas, and I'm really committed to doing something about

- violence in this society. I just can’t stand it anymore. I just cannot bear

to pick up another newspaper and read about ancother baby shot,

/ ) .
I . . . ~
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MR. KING: What do you make of this?

MRS. CLINTON: “I thihk>that it’s a sick, sick symptom that we are out of

control at so many levels of our society. Adults are not watching out for
and taking care of children, teenagers don’t have adequate adult superv1sion
and discipline and the right combination of love and attention. We don’'t -
have adequate policing on our streets in many of our communities. We have
too many guns and too many assault weapons in the hands of irresponsible’

young people who have -no ‘business being anywhere near a qun. You can just go
down the list. '

And I think that it's going to take a concerted effort to break this

cycle of violence and that violence has been bred by dependency, bg drugs, by

the kind of irresponsibility that we've allowed to go unchecked and also, I

.would add, by the media. : I mean, I think there’'s a role that the media has .

played in glorifying violence, in giving too much credence to the kind of

overly impulsive and. aggressive solving of problems and really too much on TV

that our children watch for too many hours that seems to suggest that
violence is an answer. :

MR. KING: Do you. agree then with Senator Simon in his efforts to get the
networks to change, he said the other day if they don’'t change then the
-~qvernment’'s going to have to do something to make them change’

MRS. CLINTON: MWell, I hope we don't get to that, but T think parents

eed to exercise more responsibility, you know? They need to turn off that
television set. : '

And I know it's hard for a lot of parents who work, two-parent families,

single-parent families, but we have got to save our children from being awash
in violence. : :

MR. KING: What do you make of this c1tg you now 11ve in?.

MRS, CLINTUN ;It breaKS‘mg heart. I mean, anyone who comes to
Washington knows what a beautiful city it is. I think it’'s one.of the
premier cities in the world. But to think that here at the seat of our
government, just blocks from where we sit, children are shot in drive-by
shootings, people can’t venture out of thelr houses and live behlnd 10
deadbolts on their doors. It's an outrage

I mean, we have undermined the basic freedom and right to libertg of

literally millicns of people by refusing or failing to deal with the violence
that stalks our cities..

MR. K TNG: Frnm the uag ynu seam and appear an this, it Innks 1ika that’'s
going to be next, o :

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I don’t --
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. MR. KING: Hi;larg« Clinton: qh -viclence, but , this: is a5~ 'reallg hard.
MRS, CLINTON: - Oh, but, 'Larrg, this is an ‘issue that I think everg o
mother and Father and -every . c1tizen Feels in their soul Ne ve Just gone too”.
far. o : :

MR, KING: But gou re going tc have philcsophlcal argument here too.
There's going to be a-sida that says put them all away and another sxde that

says there's a reason. For every crime ever committed and there s a fault.
sgmewhere. .

MRS. CLINTGN-'”Neil both are right. I mean, some should be put away -
and never let out, I mean, there is, unfortunately, some segment of our X
population that, For_whatever combination of reasons are anti-social and are

not fit to be‘amqng”us, but there are other things we can do. . We've seen
some things that work. You know, if you start with young pcoplec to give them
some sense of direction, you can see results. ‘My husband is a big supporter '

of boot camp, where we take offenders at a young age and put them into the .
situation where they have discipline and structure and role ‘models. We need .

more adults to just take on the responsibility of serv1ng as’ role models - We
need more men to work Hlth ‘the boys in our c1ties - L

MR. KING: Violence also relates to health.v‘How much of health care is‘;'
Emergency Room Friday night? . : : o :

o “ MRS. CLINTON:"9ou“are“absolutelg right, and we've been trying to
apsulate that, and it is in-the billions, both in terms of the gunshot-
wounds that come in and the lingering costs of hav1ng to take care of them.

MR. KING: So do gou think gou might center on something so .that in 1885,
Hillary Clinton might become identified with attacking violence 'in America?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, it's something I sure would consider, because [
don’t see how we can go on at the rate we're going. You, know, murder is now
the. leading cause of death for some of our -- segment of our population young -
men between certain ages. and that is just gutrageous,  and I'don 't know how
‘much longer we are we going to live with this without putting our foot down
collectively and saging, “Enough is enough"°

MR, KING: . Back with more. And it’s gone so -fast. We’ ‘re almost out of

time, but we’ve got some more things to talk to Hillarg Clinton about and
we’'ll do that right after this ,

(Announcements }

MR, KING: 'We are in the First Ladg s room kind oF here : Jackie'Kennedg,
is over there and Lady Bgrd ” , L

MRS, CLINTUN:» Right We've got Pat Nixon and Eleanor Roosevelt,

.\.__
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Q MR. KING: Eleanor Ruosevelt s over’ there and gcu ve been most compared
to her. First, 1is that a compliment’ :

MRS. CLINTON: Well, to'me it's an honor. "I don't know that 1 deserve
it, I think she's one oF the great ‘wamen 1n Amerxcan historg

MR. KING: Read a lot about her "InFervieweq:her~qnce.
MRS. CLINTON:‘ Did gou reallg’ S |

MR. KING: Yes I aiu.-

MRS. CLINTON: Oh,.I'm jealous.

MR, kING- I was 23 gears‘old

MRS. CLINTON: ;qn, Larrg |

MR. KING: Dkag, here's what she saxd And I'm going to ask.you to.
comment, because I,remember it very well. She alwags felt that Franklin,
she called him, deserved her opinion and had to hear 1it, whether she carried
the day or not, when she disagreed he should hear it? Does[Hillarg Clinton
feel the same? o o , e e S

e

g MRS. CLINTON: I ‘agree with that. I think that there are many things T
an’ 't have an oplnlon about that my husband deals with every day, ‘but: there
re some things I have a- strong opinion about, and if he asks me.or if I feel
very strongly about it, like ‘most wives that I know, ‘I will share it with
him. That doesn’t mean he alwags does what I believe or . what my opinion is,
but we have a wonderful relationship, going back :to our days in law school,
where we really like.to talk with each other and.-over the years we’ve
influenced each other so much by trading opinions and saying, “Well, uhg do -
you believe this?" and “How dld gcu get to that point of view?"

MR. KING: Eleanor went .so. Far as to wrlte a column;f~ 
MR. KING anu MRS. CLINTON frng nag.

MR. KING: Nould Hillarg write a column°

MRS. CLINTONVA 1f angbodg askad»me,to, I‘might;_ 1 dod’t-knou.-ﬂi’ve‘
never considered that, 'But I have read her columns. R :

MR. KING: She wrote a weekly column.
MRS. CLINTON: - Yes, she did. -

MR. KING: Someiimes_disagréaing,uith'the'administration. Would you do
that publicly? ST ) ’ . ' -

MRS. CLINTON: = I don't know. I'd have to think about that.
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I believe together that there would an occasion where I would.do that. We.
really have so few disagreements.  Now, sometimes we start off at one point"

and end up somewhere differently, but I would be reluctant to put into print .

I think that it s highlg unlikelg in my case, - given what my husband and .

my disagreements because our. discussicns ‘are evolving and- where T was one dag"‘
Amag not be where I am. the next dag,.because I learn a lct From him.> -

MR. KING: But gou still mlght want to wrxte about otner things

MRS. CLINTON K Somedag

MR. KING: Nhat Hillarg Clinton thinks ‘I mean; Eléanbr'Rodseye1f Fe1£;£*"

that she was part aF the structure

MRS. CLINTDN She absolutelg wWas.

MR. KING: Then ‘we' seem to go back 1nto other wags oF a. First Ladg "Dq':

you think you have changed the pattern’; Do - gau<think we re golng intol,"
Eleanorism? S ST - . :

MRS. CLINTON" Larrg, 1 don’ t ‘think there should be a pattern ) T‘reallg‘

think each individual ought- to be free to do what she thinks is besC for ~
‘~erself and her husnand and her country., . I have a lot of respect for all the
men who've been in this. position and I think -every one of them has made a

‘«gnificant contribution, but .they may have done it in a -different way, and I’

don’t think that everybody should be like Eleanor Roosevelt ar. evergbadg

'should be like me. - Evergbodg ‘should be permitted to be who theg are,

‘
nare

MR. KING: So in other words because Bess Truman wnuldn t have cnaired‘”‘

a health program doesn’t mean she wasn' t verg important to Harrg Truman and"
therefore, 1mportant to us? o » ,

MRS. CLINTON: 3Ycu know, if you read that wonderful Truman blographg bg,f,;'

McCullough or any of the. ather works about Truman, it is ‘clear that Mrs.
Truman had an _encrmous. inFluance on_her husband and therafore on the,”

ccuntrg I've read: that they - often would spend most nights gcing over his ,J

work and he'd be asking her apinion, but she did not choose. to display ‘that .

publicly, that the way she’ Felt most camFortable making a cantribution was
privately with her husband - S

"MR. KING'i But to gou that doesn t make here less. oF a First Ladg, justr"'

different?

MRS. CLINTUN;..Ansblutelg'ﬁot"ana that’s my whole point. I mean, it's

not just about First Ladies, it’'s about women in general. - Ne ought to be
permitted to make the choices that are right. for us., :

MR. KING: Back with our remalnlng moments with Hillarg Clinton on this
premiere edition oF “Larrg King Heekend" rlght aFter this , :

FRWS
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MR. KING: Nhen two people have this public a liFe aﬁd fhere is na more
public an arena, vwhat does it do ‘to or For a marriage? ' o

MRS. "CLINTON: Nell “it's neen reallg pcsitive Far . us, magbe because we ‘,*-'

actually get to spend mere ‘time ulth each other because he works Bt

MR. KING: Than when he was gnvernor’ _

MRS, CLINTON;?'~-‘he,works‘dewn the'hallvénd,eomesfhpme‘for‘dinner(. I
mean, really, when he was governor, he traveled a lot and he was gone a lot.

MR. KING: 'You,work“whereegoy~11VéQ~

MRS. CLINTON: _We - work where we live. We get to spend time uxth each
other. I've really felt verg pesxtive about what it’s done for us as a.
Family. Now, maybe- in some respects. because there’'s so much public -
attention, you know, your family becomes even more "important, and we value

the time we spend together and we try. to steal ‘as’ much eF that For oursalves
as possible. . , , .o

MR, KING: Nhat are the Clinton s planning For Christmas’
M( MRS CLINTON: " He- go crazg about Christmas 1 mean ‘we decorate

‘ ‘erything that doesn t move and we have a big Familg gathering and a big

amily meal and we’ll probablg spend our First Christmas here in the Nhitef
ouse. . . _ L ,

MR. KING' Looking Foruard to turning that light on the tree?

MRS, CLINTUN  Yes, I .am, although Im told T have to de 1t From a greaty
big crane, you know ‘a llttle ting,-— (laughs)

MR. KING: And gou re afraia of heights ‘righte

MRS. CLINTUN And that ‘there’ s no heevg wind that dag " Yeah, I love
Christmas, so0 I couldn t be’ happier abeut turning on the lights ‘

MR, KING- And we' couldn t be happier about our first guest

MRS, CLINTON{{ Thank geu se much ‘Larrg

MR, KINGp:‘Hillarg Clintnn First Ladg eF the United Statpe‘l
A - ,'»‘:ﬂ>' :

- i . RIS - N
.‘.“ - o L2 T )
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. : Hope gou enJOgeu this. Thanksf
for joining us. Fer the whole gang here at CNN, our whole crew, our



