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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the<PressASecretary

For Internal Use Only o . - November 30, 1993

L AN INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY
CONDUCTED BY MARION BURROS OF HOUSE BEAUTIFUL

Q How do you turn an office at the White House into
a famlly home?

. . MS. CLINTON: Well, I think you do it by creating an
atmosphere that is warm and welcoming and suited to how a
particular family lives and spends its time. The challenge
here is that you'also, I believe, have an obligation to sustain
the historic significance and integrity of the house because it
is a-living museum. So I don’t think it would be appropriate,
even if your particular style, for example, were very modern to
try to redo the White House to reflect your personal style.

So you start with some givens, I think. Then, within
those givens, you create an atmosphere that is reflective of
~your family and fill it with mementos and pictures and nick-
_knacks. You find private spaces like the 1little kitchen
upstairs where you can really just be as close to a family-like
atmosphere as you p0551b1y can be. So that’s what we’ve tried
to do. '

Q What was your first reaction when you saw the
prlvate 'quarters when you came to look at it?

MS. CLINTON "I thought they were beautiful. When
Mrs. Bush showed me around I had never been -- I had been to
the second floor once, but I had never been to the third floor.
I was pleased at how much space there was both for living space
and entertaining, both privately and publicly. But I thought
it was just a beautiful, sunny space on the second floor, which
I really was surprised by how much sun there was comlng in from
the two w1ndows on both the east and the west.‘

Q How did you dec1de what was going to be redone?
How did you know how much money you needed to collect in order
to redo?:
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MS. CLINTON'_ Well, we didn’t really go at it that
way so much as we said, you know, what needs to be refurbished
because Mrs. Bush, when she was showing me around, pointed out
a lot of things that she said she would have done had she
stayed, ‘you know, just carpets that were worn out, upholstery
that was worn. She. showed me where Ranger and M1111e slept on
a daybed and it clearly did need to be redone. So we had a
really good talk. o

. She walked me through p01nt1ng out thlngs that no
matter what I did, I was going to have to deal with it. The rug
on the second floor was terribly worn and I now know why,
because it is hard to keep a yellow rug from being soiled with
the constant traffic up there. So we moved the one on the
‘second floor to the third floor, which meant we needed to get
a new one for the second floor, so things like that.

I knew immediately from her touring me around that I
was going to have to do something just for maintenance and
refurbishing. Then we stopped’ and thought about what did we
want as a family to feel comfortable so that we could feel at
home, and what did we want to do that would. enhance the
historical nature of the house. .

We began working on it, and we really started right
after the election, looking at lots of pictures and discussing
what my husband wanted and what we as a family wanted, and then
took it from there. a

. Q Discussing what your husband wanted, what did he
want? : :

MS. CLINTON: Well, for example, he wanted an office
in the residence on the second floor, and there had been a room
used as an office through much of the 200 years of the White
House. 1It’s been called the Monroe Room and it’s been called
the Treaty Room. Its more modern name is the Treaty Room.

So -he wanted an office that he would not only be able
to work in but have meetings in. He wanted it to be able to
serve as a library for a lot of his books. One thing we did
notice is that we have literally thousands of books and there
were not sufficient bookshelves. So we knew we were going to
have to build some and buy some so that we could take care of
our books. :

So he wanted a kind of 1ibrary office. I worked with
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Kathy Hockersmith' (phonetic) to come up with some ideas for
him. I’11 never forget, we were in the kitchen of: the
governor’s mansion in Arkansas and we were looking at colors
and styles. I actually got his attention for about 15 minutes
" to sit down and talk to us about what he wanted. He wanted a
‘mascullne, comfortable, historical room,'andlI think that’s
what we gave him. ’

Q So the decision to do the Treaty Room was because
he wanted an office?

MS. CLINTON: Right.

Q And the de0151on to do the Lincoln 31tt1ng room
was because? :

MS. CLINTON: "Because 1t needed refurblshlng.
Something was going to have to be done to the s1tt1ng room. It
was not since Ms. Reagan, I think, that anything really had
been done. The one thing anyone who lived in this house will
tell you is that being an old house, as it is, and having as
much wear and -tear, and that ranges not just from people
actually being in the rooms and walking on the rugs but from
having the constant stream of visitors, I mean just the number
of people who go through this house everyday, so that the front
door is open a lot of. the time.as the. tourists leave.

That affects the heating and air conditioning. The
“ heating and .air condltlonlng, I was told when I got here,
hadn’t been changed since the Truman restoration and it broke
- down all the time and it didn’t deal well with the need to keep
the temperature constant so that you had just all kind of

maintenance issues in many parts of the house..

In the Lincoln sitting room, it just was looking worn
after all of these years. So weé knew we needed to do
something. We thought it would be appropriate to have the
| Lincoln sitting room reflect the era of the Lincoln bedroom.
- I mean, Lincoln actually never slept in that room. That was an
office during Lincoln’s time. But it is a bedroom suite that
Mary Todd Lincoln bought. :

’ Many of the priceless ‘mementos. of the Lincoln
pre51dency, 1nclud1ng an original of the Gettysburg Address, is
~in that room. So it is a Victorian era, Lincolnesque room. So

to have the sitting room more reflective of that we thought
would be both fun and appropriate. So that’s what we did.
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Q But you had no feelings or need to do the QUeen s
bedroom or the family dining room? You thought they were all
right and you’d leave them as they were? '

MS. CLINTON: Yes. I think that, you know, the
Queen s bedroom and the sitting room are beglnnlng to show some
wear, but I don’t think they’re at the point yet.where we need
to pay that kind of close attention to them. Part of it is
they don’t get the southern sun that the sitting room next to
the Lincoln bedroom does, so there’s not quite as much wear and
tear in the Queen’s bedroom. But we’ll keep an eye on that.

I mean, part .of what I believe is that this is the
president’s house and we have an obligation to care for it and
to make sure that it reflects well not just on this president
but the presidency and the country. So, you know, we’ll keep
refurbishing where we need to as we go along.

Q Did you do a lot of readlng?
MS. CLINTON: Yes, did a lot of reading.
Q From the White,Hbuse Histdrical Society?

MS. CLINTON: = Yes. Well, one lucky thing is ‘that
there were several wonderful books done in: the last several
‘years by the White House Historical Association. One is the
"Living White House." The other is the art collection of the-
White House. ' Then the library here and the curator’s office
has a lot of books. But what I found the most fun to read were
.the personal accounts of the people who worked in the White
House, maids, butlers, ushers, you know, the last 100-odd years
- who would describe life in the White House and life in the

room. :

. I also poured over all the pictures. I had the
curators put together for me a notebook that showed every room
going back to the earliest drawings or pictures of those rooms
so that I could see how -they had evolved. It was just
fascinating. There was a period of time when the second floor
corridor was used like a conservatory, so it had rattan
(phonetic) furniture w1th big plants and swings, much as you
would find on a porch in some wonderful old house in upstate
New York.

So, you know, you look ‘at that and you see how it
reflects the times that people were in. 'But as you move

MORE

Diversified Heporting Secvices, Inc.
918 16TH STREET, N.W. SUITE 803
WASHINGTON; D.C. 20006
-(202) 296-2929




5

through it, you also realize how we need to to take care of the
White House kind of try to have either a timeless or historic
period sense of the White House. Changing it from
administration to administration has gotten, you know, more and
more difficult and more and more expensive, even when you use
‘only private funds, as we did. So you try to kind of find a
style that sort of stands the test of time.

I think that Ms. Reagan’s renovation of the second
floor, particularly bringing in the yellow and lightening that
space up, Ms. Kennedy’s renovations, you know, those were 20
years apart but they have, to a great extent, been built on.
They weren’t dlscarded ~

Ms. Kennedy s changes making the second floor dlnlng
room, taking a bedroom and making it into a dining room, using
the period wallpaper, Ms. Reagan’s changes, I mean those, I
think, were very positive for the way that we’re moving to

understand how the house should be treated and dealt with from
year to year.

Q So that even though George Washington said that
the house was meant to be .changed, you think that because of
constraints of money it should be somewhat more timeless, and
every admlnlstratlon shouldn't put its 1nd1v1dua1 setting upon
it. =

MS. CLINTON° nght. You know, 1t should be changed
but in a way that kind of reflects the continuity of the house
as a living museum. I mean, when George Washington got in
. there, we weren’t worried about getting a George Washington
chair or a Dolly Madison portrait to reflect the history of the
. house. I mean, they were making the history and we are making
- it as well, but we’re building on what came before.

So I'm a 'big bellever in u 51ng the house and
creatlng a warm and inviting atmosphere in the house, but
having some anchors as well" SO that there is a sense of
continuity attached to it.-

Q How hlstorlcally accurate do you think the rooms
that are like the Lincoln 51tt1ng room need to be?

‘ MS. CLINTON: Not very. I mean, I don’t think that
it would be a great problem if, you know, you’re not -- it’s
more creating. a move or an atmosphere. The thing that’s nice
about what we’ve done with the- Lincoln sitting room is that
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twe ve been able to display a lot of Lincoln memorabilia and a
wonderful Grant portrait that would have looked out of place if

the room didn’t reflect the hlstorlcal significance of the
object.

\ I mean, if you have an invitation to a Lincoln party
that, you know, just make people’s eyes bog out, I mean, it’s
so exciting. It’s hard to put it in a room that doesn’t have
some sense of that time. So part of what we were trying to do
is open up the warehouses and bring out things that had not
been seen for a long time. . :

Q Did you go to any of the warehouses?

MS. CLINTON: No, I did not. I’ve gone to the rooms
in the White House, which we -discovered were many that had been
kind of stuffed wlth stuff that hadn’t any place.

¢ What do you mean?

MS. CLINTON: There’s rooms in the basement, storage
rooms, things that haven’t been ‘used for a long time.

Q You looked at all of those?

MS. CLINTON: We poked around in those. gtygy, I
think, has spent days and months on her hands and knees in
those rooms. But she went out to the warehouse and went
through it several times. I mean, that’s the balance we.
strike. I mean, the people who we’ve entertained have been so
excited to go into the Lincoln sitting room and see what could,
within reason, be a hlstorlcally contemporary room. But beyond
that, you see the memorabilia that we now have out because it
‘fits in the room.- -

Q The reaction to the two rooms that have been shown
in the papers has been kind of -- not to put too fine a point-
on it. .Yet, when you see your private quarters, the family
gquarters, the little that I’ve seen, the feeling is extremely
different. It’s much more subdued and not so dramatic because
that’s your personal taste. Tell me a little bit about what
you like. ‘ : '

MS. CLINTON' Well, we like color which is the same
as you see in the Lincoln 81tt1ng room or the Treaty Room or
the Oval Office but we don’t like ‘always to have as much
vibrancy, although I like the rooms with that kind of vibrancy.
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Yellow is a very favorite color of ours, so we’ve got
lots of yellow in the private rooms, lots of green, a kind of
muted shade, peaches and corals and pinks and just colors that
are strong pastels I guess would be a way to put it.

Q A lot of those colors were there ‘from the Reaqan'

redo?
MS. CLINTON: The-yel;ow was'there from the Reagan
redo. ‘ ‘
° Q 'But not the others?
MS. CLINTON: No.
Q What were your constraints -in doing all of this?
Money?

MS. CLINTON: Money is always a constraint and needs
to be. But it was more that, you know, I just wanted it to fit
who we were, both in our sort of public, almost fiduciary,
responsibility for the house and in our private family needs.
I wanted it to get done so that the house could be lived in.
I wanted to get the rooms finished so that we could be
entertaining people and letting them see the Gettysburg Address
or the Lincoln invitations. . :

We’ve had -~ I forget the numbers. I’'m sure Lisa’
could get them for you -- we’ve entertained more people than
anybody has entertained ever. I mean, we’ve just had an
extraordinary busy year, which has been great because it’s
included lots of our friends and family. We entertain them
primarily on the second and third floors. :

Q Wwhy didn’t you usé the $50,000?

MS. CLINTON: Well, we didn’t really have any strong -
reason not to use it. I thought if we could raise the money
privately, we wouldn’t need to. I view that as kind of more
for maintenance and operations if we need to do something.

When I was at the governor’s mansion, we had kind of
a maintenance budget for things that were lasting additions to
the house or significance to the house. But the things that
somebody can move or change, the wallpaper or upholstery or
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whatever, I thought we would just raise the money prlvately for
that. :

Q How much input did Chelsea have into her room?

MS. CLINTON: She had a lot. I mean, she really was
asked a lot about what she wanted and how she wanted it. She
wanted a much less fancy, more teenage-oriented room. We took
‘down the crystal chandeliers and put up the brass chandelier,
things to just kind of tone it down and make it more of a
teenager S room.

Q can I ask you the colors that are in there?

MS. CLINTON. Green and blue mostly.

Q What furnlture did you bring w1th you°

MS. CLINTON: . Oh, a lot. We brought a lot with us,
but we also used a lot of the White House furniture and used it
as it was or used it by reupholsterlng it. But a lot of it was
ours too. .

Q You’re a collector of things?

MS. CLINTON: Of all kinds of things.

Q Love collections. I hoticed that there are some.
decoys or decoy-like ducks. ' ‘

MS. CLINTON: Right.
Q Are those {inaudible)?
MS. CLINTON: The porcelain ones or the wooden ones?
Q Porcelains.‘ A
MS. CLINTON: Some of them are (inaudible), yes.
Q And then I saw flowers?
MS. CLINTON: Yes. .Some of those (inaudible) also.
Q What else do you like tO'collecté
MS. CLINTON: Well, i hesitate to say this because I
| MORE
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don’t want people to deluge us with stuff because that’s one of
the things -- people have been so generous, but if they hear
the sllghtest thing that we’re interested in, all of a sudden
we get hundreds. But I have a collection of (inaudible) boxes
that I’ve gotten over the years on special occasions from
friends and family members, ‘or it commemorates a special
occasion. We have a funny collection of frogs.

Q Why?

'~ MS. CLINTON: Many, many years.ago, probably before
we were married, my husband told me a story that he had been
~told as a boy growing up in Arkansas, which was a story that
had a punch line that follows. You can’t tell how far a frog
will jump until you punch him. ' The sort of moral of the story
was you don’t know what you can do until you get up and do it,
right. So when he first ran for office, I had an artist draw
a. frog jumping, belng sort of punched to jump with that little
saylng. :

Then, for a couple of years I gave him funny little
frogs that I found along the way.  This year as one of my gifts -
for my birthday he gave me a glass frog with a crown and with
a little note which says "this could have been me if you hadn’t
come along," or something like that.:  It’s .so sweet.

But we have a real funny frog on a mantle in one of
the rooms that we just kind of give to each other for special
occasions or for little reminders of things, g01ng back to that
llttle story. .

, Q So to make it clear, you’ve oniy given them to one
another? : Co o S S :

' MS. CLINTON: Right.. They have~special meaning.

Q What are you favorite thlngs in the rooms that are
here, the family quarters and the prlvate gquarters?

MS CLINTON' ‘A lot .of our. famlly photos, a lot of
the pictures that we’ve taken over. the years. We have a very
1arge portrait of Chelsea that was done when she was four that
I gave to Bill for Christmas that year, which we have over the
fireplace in our family s1tt1ng room, which is really important
to both of us. o

A lot of the family pictures are priceless. I don’t
~ MORE -
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know that I’'m ~-- we have a card table that we play a lot of
cards around in that room. We have a funny little -- what am
I trying to.say? I can’t think of the word. .My mind is
falling apart. ' v ‘

Q What about other thlngs, things that were here,
things that belong to the White House° Is it getting darker in
here? } ,

MS. CLINTON: Yes, it is. There’s something funny
going on. Well, you know, that’s one of the things that we --
we like a lot of the things that we pulled out of storage.
Like we have stocked the upstairs bookshelves with all kinds of
things that we found in storage. Then, in the Treaty Room we
found these old 18th Century tobacco , jars.k

That's’what I love'about“the White House is that .
there’s all of these things that go back in time that you could
wander around and just chance upon and love because they’re
part of the life of the house.

Q Thlngs llke that. 'Any,particular paintings?

MS. CLINTON: I love the Mary Cassatt up on the
second floor. I just adore that picture. I was thrilled to
see it there. 1It’s just a wonderful picture. There’s a small
Cezanne as you come out of the second floor off of the elevator
which I like. It’s a still life. I am thrilled that we’ve: got
the . De Kooning up over the plano on the second floor. It is
somethlng that I don’t think we’ve ever done in the White House
before, but it is perfect for that space.

Q You mean having something modern?
MS. CLINTON: Mm-hmm.

Q If money had been no ob]ect what would you have
done dlfferently° ‘ '

' MS. CLINTON: 0h,~I don’t think I would have ‘done
anythlng differently. ‘
Q HNo?

MS. CLINTON: No. We‘re very happy with what we
have. , A v R
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12
' MS. CLINTON: Yes.
Q You feel as if it’s home?

MS. CLINTON: Yes, it really is. We love the second
v«floor of the White House. That’s’ something that -= you know,

Bill was saying -- first of all, we are left totally alone. We
don’t have ‘Secret Service people following us arocund. We can
tell the full-time help that they can get off. We don’t have
~to have them up there. So it really is like being in your
house when you’re up there. That’s a wonderful feeling because
everywhere else we are we've got people around us all the time.

Q You’re not going to tell me you've actually done
some cooking up there? ‘

MS. CLINTON:"I.haVe.
Q You haven’t really?

| MS. CLINTON: Mm-hmm. I mean, I don’t want to
upstate this, not much, but I have. ' .

Q So 1t really is as if it were just a prlvate home9
It’s just on the second floor.

MS. CLINTON: I knew we needed a private place to.
have our meals when we weren’t entertaining because even though.
that dining room is lovely, it still is a formal dining room.
So when we finally got the kitchen in, I knew that I’d done the
right thing when Chelsea was sick one night and I went to make
her some scrambled eggs and, you know, everybody went crazy.
Oh, we’ll bring an omelet from downstairs. I said no, I just
want to make some scrambled eggs and applesauce and feed her
what I would feed her. 1f ve were living anywhere else in
America. So I did.

It was just a great- feellng to be able to do that
little kind of task for my daughter the way I would have done
it had we been anywhere else. At the governor’s mansion, we
did a lot of cooking on our own. We didn’t have any help on
the weekend. We just took care of ourselves and we like to do
that. : - ‘ ‘

Q . So how often do you use that kitchen?
MS. CLINTON: We use it every day practically.
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Q For bréakfaét?

MS. CLINTON: For breakfast every day and for lots of
dinners. If we’re not entertaining --

Q You do?

MS. CLINTON: Yes, and Chelsea eats there nearly
every night because she doesn’t come to the formal dinners. So
it’s a very comfortable place for us. Then we heat up a lot of
. leftovers. I mean on Saturday my husband might come home from
golf and I’1l1l pull stuff out of the refrigerator and heat it up
or throw something together for hlm, very 51mp1y So we use it
a lot. o

Q Finally, you say, you ve got his attention for 15
minutes. Did he have more input than that?

MS. CLINTON' Oh, yes.

Q How did that work’ Vka

k

' MS. CLINTON.. Well, he would sit and talk to»Kathy

and me about what he wanted. He talked about what he wanted in

the Oval Office. He spent more time -- the first ideas that we

came back to him with for the Treaty Room he really liked. He

liked the sort of feel of the library idea. But he spent more
time working on the Oval Office with Kathy. .

They at one time laid out a model of the seal that
was going to be on the rug. He looked at it. He spent quite
a bit of time on that and really liked it. She would bring him
jdeas. She’d say we’re not moving the (inaudible)} flag
painting. 1It’s never been in the Oval Office. He . said let ne
see it. : :

He personally went through the catalogue of art in
the White House and looked for things that he would like in the
dining room, his dining room over there, or his private office
or the Oval Office. So he really did spend a lot of time. He
has educated himself about. this house. and about the objects in
this" house. He glves a great tour at the drop of a hat and
loves it. .

Q I’'ve heard.:
'MS. CLINTON: He never gets tired of it. He just
MORE
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adores the whole eensekoffwhatvthis house is and represents.
So for him it’s a labor of love.

Q. And for you?

MS. CLINTON: Oh, I do too, but I must confess his

'level of awareness and hlstorlcal knowledge now is much deeper

than mine.
Q " Oh, really?

MS. CLINTON: I think so. He really has spent —- I
have read a lot about how the people lived in the house. I

have a lot of wonderful stories and ideas about that. But he

has really zeroed in on the art and the objects and the
historical significance of a lot of them, and takes great

'pleasure in it.

When I first came into the map room —-- I haven’t done
a lot in here as you can tell. When I first came into the map
room I said where are the maps. We launched this search for

‘any map that would have been in the map room during World War

II. I wanted to display the maps in the map room. Apparently,
at the end of World War II, it’s understandable that they were
so-grateful to have the war: over they just threw away the maps.
But we found a gentleman who has been a great friend of the
White House who had been a military officer assigned to the map
room who had kept that map all these years. We got him to
depart with the map ' ‘

Q Permanent loan of a gift?

‘MS. CLINTON: I believe a gift. To give it to the
White House -- we’ve had it framed. I had a visitor, a famous
health economist from Princeton, a man by the name of Dr. Uwe
Reinhart (phonetic), who knows everything there is to know
about health care in America, and I guess the world. He was

here months ago to talk to me about health care. We had a

meeting in the map room. I came in and he was just transfixed
in front of this map. He had been born in Germany, lived in
Germany with his mother -- o

A(Ehd of tape.)
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