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TH.E WH~TE HOUSE , " 

I 

Of:fice ef the PressSe<;:::retary 

Fer ,Internal Use o,nly 

I 
I~TERVIEW OF, THE FIRST LADY 

KSFY-TV 

Q Mrs,., Clinten, 'I think, ~hereis no. :(inaudiba.:e) 
what we heard teday andwe,~ave been hearing all acress the 
ceuntry that, America has the ve"fy best health care in the 

"werld. And a'lse I! d<;>n' t :thinkthere is' any questien that 

there aredefinite::preblems: ,~fford~bility of insurance~ 

centrelling cest,and accessiJ:;>llity really.


" . , 

But sena,ter Moyn'ihan, theO'lamecratic chairman ef 

the Senate Finance Cemmitte~" has said 'there is)ne health 

care crisis,th~t 'i,t's ,'an insurance crisis. "What's yeur 

respense'te that? , , , ," , 


MS." CLIN,TON:Well., ';I: think that he is right, 'that 
it's a finan,cing crisis~ That',s what 'we have. always said. , I 
have always said 1;hatwe have,the'finesthc)spita~s, dectoJ;s, 
nurses in the werld,but,we have the stupidest financing 
system fer health :care' in the:'werld. And what we have to. de 

"in order ,to. preser-ve the high quality of,eur decters and eur 
hespitals' is 'to fi:x the ,financing system~ , And' that's what we 
are trying to. de. : ' 

Q Why pet fix the finance, system then instead ef 
acress-the-beard referms?' A letef Americans have said they 
are 'happy with what ,they have, their ·health insurance. ',,' 
Three-quarters ef ,the Anleriqans a,rehappy with ,the medical 
ceverage they pave. Why net just address the~.e preblems , 
specifiCally witho.ut widespreadreferm? ' ,,, 

MRS. CLI:N'r<?N:: 'Well, that's what, we are deing.I 
,mean, what we aredOlng is, building. en the system that we 

already have. We 'are preserving Medicare, fer elder 

Americans, and we';are, taking the empleyer-based health 

insurance system" 'which is where mest insured, Amer icans get 

their' insurance, 'andbuildi!1g on ft., S,o, we agree that we,· 

want to de is to preserv:e'and buiTd en what werks, and fix 

what is broken.')'
, 
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Q But so many people' are. against government 

control, government mandates. (Inaudible) health care 

alliarices this wil:l give the people an opportunity to choose 

between certainhealth·care plans but it won't reallY'give 

them the choice that th~y had before. 


MRS. CLINTON: That· is not· true, no. That's the 
kind of propaganda that. people, who .have gained money from 
the way we currently finance the health. care system, have 
been.putting out. In fact, the truth is that if we do 
nothing, then· inor~ and more Americans will lose. their health 
care benefits. We ,are already seeing an increase in 
uninsured Americarts. More and more wili be asked to pay more 
for the same health insurance and will lose their choice. 

In fact, I was visiting the clinic here in Lennox 
and I was told th~t over in sioux Falls mariy of the employees 
of the larger employers are being·tol~ they can no longer go 
to their doctors. , They have to go where their employers tell 
them to go. That's what we want to stop. We really 
guarantee choice~ : And what is happening now does not. 

,'Q' But under ,the .plan will I be able to go to my 
gynecologist, my husband to his ~nternist, and my child to 
'the pediatrician of our choice? 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes; that's your choice. It depends 
upon the health plan you,sign up for, just as it does now. 

Q But not all those doctors will necessarily
belong to one of those plans ~~. 

MRS. CLINTON: Sure they will. Sure they will. 

Q Not all at the same 'alliance.' You can't 
guarantee that; can you? 

MRS. CL+NTON: You are confusing the terms. The 
alliance is the p~rchasing co·op. That has nothing to do 

Q' Okay. Then, say all those doctors might not 
necessarily belong to one plan? 

MRS. CLINTON: Right now you will have the choice 
that you do.' You can join in a plan in which every doctor in 
your region belongs. That will be guaranteed. Or you can 
join a plan to which some doctorS have subscribed. You will 
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absolutely be guaranteed ,the right to join a plan, to see any 
doctor in the community,or to pay somewhat less and see 
doctors that work together in some kind ·of group practice. 
That's what we are, guaranteeing you'. 

I don't care'how many times the insurance industry 
runs their ads with Harry and Louise that says we are not. 
The truth is th~ President's plan will guarantee you the 
right to see your doctors. . 

What is happening now, mainly driven by large 
insurance companies trying to control cost and decide who 
·gets coverage, you cannot, be guaranteed.' I don' t know who 
pays for your health insurance now, whether you get it 
through your employer oithrough your htisband'.s employer. 
But I can absolutely promise you that this time next year you 
may very well be faced, as are many people in Sioux Falls 
today, with the chpice of being told you can no longer go to 
your doctors. The, P:r;-esident ',s plan, guarantees that you will. 

, be able to. . 

Q I can' choose my doctor but :t. might have to pay 

extra. 


MRS. CLl~TON: Just like you do now. Right now you 
have to pay a co-pay, you have to pay a deductible. That's 
the same thing we .are doing iQ the plan that the President 
has proposed. 

,I 

Q But 4'0 percent of Americans will have to pay 
more under the President's plan. Employers will have to pay, 
from what they are currently paying, 7 percent more. I see 
the costs escalating as opposed to coming down. As a matter 
of 'fact the Consumer Price group has said that the spending 
will actually -- the health care costs, excuse me, have 
actually come down, from 12 percent to 5 percent. So if the 
system is fixing itself now., why impose more controls? 

MRS. CLl~TON:Well, you know, one of the problems 
is there is all these little factoids floating around. And 
what is happening is that costs for the largest businesses 

,are going downbec?use insurance companies are cutting them 
better deals than they cut the small farmers we heard from 
today, the small businesses tnatwe heard from today. 

And one of the thingsthat·l hope people will do is 
to pay attention to the .real t:ruth' .about what is going on 
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both in the healt~,c'aresystem.and in the·President's plan. 
And the truth is ~hat every ~erican who is currently in~ured 
with good benefits will not pay mdre~" Americans : who are not 
insured, and not qantributing, wil,l. have .to 'pay something. 
So, yes, those 40:million of Americans who are uninsured and 
payout-of:-pocket 'for whatever health' care they get:.: ,will .now 
be paying insuranqe premiums instead . .': ." . 

And eve~yone w,hohas looked at our 'plan honestly 
says that businesses and families by the turn: of the century 
will· be saving money,. If we do noth~ng,' I can guarantee you 
that you and your family and your employer,asswning your 
employer still decides to: he).p you with your lrisura.nce., will 
be paying a l<;>t mqre ~f we do I not reform the system.• 

I'·, .' , 

(The. in~erview';wa~ c~n~iuded.)
" ,".",.., . 
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