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AN INTERVIEW OF THE 'FIRST LADY 
"CONDUCTED 'BY CINDY, ADAMS, NEW YORK POST, 

t,rHE WHITE' HOUSE " " 

MRS.- CtINTO~: I saw a Kings County hospital. 

Q Hospital. Tpat ~ s', prEr~:ty ~\l:nny. ' 

MRS. CLINTON: You know, I was 'pretty impressed, 
, actually.: I' mean, it's, gqt a huge ~et of pro1Jlems, as you 
know, and you've got al::'1of these gunshot wounds, and stab' 
wounds flowing in this trauma un~t all the time, and you've 
got tuberculosis patients, HIV patients. They have diseases 
there that -- because of t:hepopulation they serve --" you 
know, we tp,9u9ht were just; figments. of the past, like, scurvy" 
malaria, they've seen,iri the last cc;>uple'.,of years. 

So I wCl:s pretty impressed'by'the doctors and the 

nurses that I met who are struggling against soine pretty 

tough prob,lems. ,! " 


Q You know, we ,were talking'a few minutes ago 

about Jackie, with my ne,ighbor .:rackie (inaUdible),. _' ' 


MRS. CLINTON:, I 'iike, her 'so much. 
, ; 

Q " Have' you been in touch? 
,'. ,. 

MRS. Ci.;rNTON: J; ha've. '"l italked :'to h~r (inaudible) 
and I'was so pleased she sounded gr~at.' I mean, :her voice 
was strong, and she was as interested in asking me what I was 
doing, .~nd how Bill and Chelsea wer$, ..as:i: was in asking ,how 

, she was doing. And I' cpme' away rea~lyupbeat;. I called 
her ,~- I wanted to'seeif I' coulg see her today, but our 
schedules ju~t didri't work out. ' , 

Q She w~s as~ed -- ,the c~rd'irial asked.,the bishops 
to tell the·congregations' (inaudible) pray for,her. Has she 
been of any , what's theword-':" inspiration, something 
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(inaudible) yourself to, how she's handled things?', 
!' " ." 

, MRS. CLINTON:, yep.". Yes .. In fact, one of the 
'reasons that t wanted to ,meet'her.last year is becau~e I 
really admire the way she raised her:children ~nder 

, circumstances that I. can ·onlylmagi~e. I mean; I think that 
"live got some challenges to deal with in, yOu,know·;·,· 
protecting my daughter.,. QUt' th~y iil.re nothing c,?mp'ared. to what 
she had .to de~L with.. ,.,' . 

. , 

I thought she had done:,such a good 'job" sol went 
and visited with her. Ihad;two wonderful luncheons with her 
in her apartment, and the first one.we just spent tlle Whole 

,time talking about our mutual intere·sts. And I asked her 
lots of quest~(;ms about, you know, how did' you protect kids. 

, 

Q Like :-- likehpw did she ..say?
" ~ , . 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I meiiln just the kind of things 
that I try to do where -:-.trying to,maintain some normalcy, 
yc;>u know. You don't expose them all ,the time,as."objects. 
'They're' not dragged out for' public viewing~. They're allowed 
to have their own life, and·they't.:re;also expe~ted'to take 
responsibili~y • ' ',' 

, : She told me this,I,great story· about how:, you know, 
John, when he was much younger, you,know, he had -- $he 
wanted' him to be out on his own; ,.arid she had tp ',kind of argue, 
with some'of the security people that he needed to be able to 
ride his bike to the park, and kind of ta~ecare of himself, 
just like any young boy has to learn how to. And we talked 
about how we want -- Y04. know,we.expected our kids to do 
their homework, we expected our .kids .to·, you know, have some 
respbnslbilities arou;nd, the, house'~, ! " ' '. ....;.. ';: ' , " ,

" . 
" And··I, -~ '·an~ live,: thought:,abo.ut it", so' 'lof.ten, 

. 'because, ;you know,' she, has said many times that 'raising her 
chi ldren was her first· and most important prlority. ," And 
that',s mine, and t1:lat's howl felt when I got into this. I 
didn I,t know what I was going: to do" and so she was" a big' help 
to me. And then the whole way that'; she has conduc.ted 
herself, arid the kind of privat~ life in the public 'spotlight 
that she's been able to carve out for herself. . , 

, '. 

this 
When we went. sailing with: th~m,. at Ma:r:tha't.s Vineyard 

summer, we had so.much' ' fun. 'I: mean, it was one, of the 
best days. We all .lal,lghedo.9rselve~silly•. We 

. '.:, ' ... :.' 
went swimming 

" <, 
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togethe:r.', M.y daughter and ca,roline" before t' knew what: was 
happening, were'on "the'top of the boat diving'off together. 
So ,you know; 'we have the same sorts 'of ideas. about grabbing 
life' and making 'the most of it.' And 1. just -~ I like her 
enormously. 

Q . You 'k~ow,subsequently~notwhile sh~ was in the 
.White ,House, but subsequently, .she :Qas had .to dea ~, with' a lpt 
of. the same things'that you',ve had 'to deal with. 'I don't 
know if there's any -- because you ~re obviously very ~ble 
I meap,' if there is any parallel to be' gained, "but she has 
been able'to go through'an awful lot of (inaudible). ' 

. , . . , ..~ 

, MRS. CLINTON: Yes ,. oh. i , yes, with' her head up, wj,:,th 
her disposition and her conf:tcience untouched: .. , I just, --:1 
admire her enerIDous:;t:y. Yo~Jc'now,,(;:)lle' of the, best ,things 
about being in this position I find myself is that I get to 

, meet a lqt of people that I would have only' o,therwise read 

about. ' ' 


Q Yes. 
~. <, • 

, MRS. CLINTQN:: ,'I Al1d''y'o4 :'know ,t~ sit' across a table 
·from them, ,to have, a meal. with them, to share ideas about how 
'you naviga'te through what is;a pretty tough time, if you're 
in the' public eye,' !ind getting more so -..;. I mean, .the level', 
of pressure and stress arid all that, th~t people try to 
impose' on you, seems togo up year l::>y year~, .~,.And you know, 

'you meet somebody who, is like her, . who I thipk has, done a 

superb job ,under the most, difficu,lt: circumstan¢~s. 


I mean, "1 ;c,an't imagine anybody who has had in 
"modern times, more to have to d~a'l with publicly, and who has 
carried it off with such grace:: 

Q, Was there anothET.r first ;tadythat (inaudible) 
you? 

"', ",' 
, '...., 

MRS. cLniT'ON: Well,' I like 'a lot 6f them for , 
"different reasons, i:i.ke'~-· I~v~hadwonderfulconversations 

with both Lady Bird,.:(ohnson:and Betty Ford.' And I admire 
, Lady Bird because she has been just resolute in her 


commitment ,to ,the causes she'carea abput, and has done it 

with a real ,style. linean, "there,ts, something about the way 

she ha's conducted" herself,. wh,ich',"I think has shown a lot of 

strength and" grace' under pressure.


. .' . 
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I/ve"always liked Betty F~rd, because she 'has been 
willing to be outspo~en and to take 'on issues that other 
people were afraid, to talk 'about, starting'with breast cancer 
back in the early '70s. I also, you .know" have always ,:' 
enjoyed my social -- I don't know them ,very well ...:- my social 
contacts with both N,ancy" Reagan and;B~rbara Bush~':, ' : :. 

But b~;"c~urse, , I 'really ~qmire' Elean'or Roosevelt. 
I mean, she's (iriaudible) read everything I can. I, have a 
Iittle ~- very )Il.inor collection of J;lleanor Roosevelt, 
memorabilia. I've tr.ied to'think about what she went through 
and'tne kinds ofcausesshe~ared a1;>out"and the role she 
played for her husband, and I findh~:t tobe,a source of real 
'inspiration. ' ' " , . 

Every day I find out something n~w, some new' attack 
that was leveled ,against her" some new, terrible charge, and 
you know, she'd getup the next day:ahd go'out al}d,fight, for 
the ,right of, you know ,ritinors to be able to,.'breathe good ' 
air~ I mean,' you know, she just had a resilience of spirit. 
I think she was a ve'ry· spiritual and faithful (inaudible) 
woman filled with faith. ,I think, ,she had a real sense, of the 

, contributions she couldm~ke,:and it kept her going., 
, 

Q What would bathe bigg~st ,-- ifyou..~,could speak ' 
to the American public, like, 'on a'one"':to-one', what ,would you, 
say is the biggest misconception we ! have about Hillary? ' , 

,MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I think' that I am" not ,anybody" s 
stereotype,but people for: all different kinds 'of reasons try 
to put me in one or,a.not1:ler stereotype l;>ox.And I'm trying 
to do what I think most Americ:ans are trying to'do, 
particularly American women:' trying to fulfill all my. 
different'roles. ' 

"I have a family :th,at I ,pa,re more about, than 
anything. I try to support my, husb~nd ~ I t,ryto, r'aise my 
daughter. I try to take ca:r~, ,of my parents and'my siblings, 
and the people in'mY,extended family, and I think ,about that, 
and spend a: let Qf time on ,it. I 'alsq worked and am still 
working, althoug'hnot'in a traditio~al job right 'now,but'I 
know what it's ,~:~~e'to'balance all.?f t,hat.,' " " 

Q::: What's th~box, (.inaudi~le)? 

MRS. CLINTON: ", I think it' depends upon their 

perspectiye. I mean,' people 'eithe~r try to say, well, she's 
. . . ~." " 
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not·at all like us. She's a fill in the blank 
whatever,' wha,tever the blank happeh~ to,be. : She doesn't . 

,share ,your v<:tlues",she'.snot your k~nd o'f person. 
~' ~ . 

That's usually for people ,who don't have any idea· 
who I 'am, you know.. They never tatk to me, they don't know 
anything about me', but for their own reasons, whether it'·s 
political.orwhatev~rtheiragenda is, they have to. paint me 
or carioaturize me 'in some way ,whidh I. guess happens any 
time you're' in the public eye. It's sort of sad. I mean, I. 
want --I mean, I want people to get .to kriow·measmy friends 
know me, as I am. I mean -..:. " . . 

• • I ' 

MRS. CLINTON: We'll, that's a good question. I am 
someone who has a lot of joy:in life. . I love -­

" ,. Do yqu have <1' sense of ;-.- you have a great sens¢ " . ( .of humor • 

. ,MRS. CLINTON: Well, .I.wi:tn·e~s, (inaudible). I 
like I like to laugh., ' 

Q "Yes .. ' Yes. 

e· , A PARTICI·PANT: You should have' seen her in 
.Lilleharomer. 

'. MRS. CLINTON: ", I li-ke to be around -- I mean, I 
belie,v~-,:- life is -..:. life is hard •.. For some of us, it's. 
easier than for qthers,· but you know, eyery pers.on has 
'challenges in their life.I:t's not;what happens to you/it's 
what you do. with what' happens;.to"¥~\l. " '.; , >... 

, ." • '. '1' ,', 

" I'm somebqdy who' was rciis.ed -- you get up every day 
and you do,' the best you can ,every day,and. you try t,o find 
some joy in:.it, you try :.to have 'som~ fun in it. And you take 
on coromitments, and yoti.. see .them 'through, and you care. about 
the people who are arouridyou", and you try to make life a . 
litt,le better. " .. " 

Q Go back ,to the th,ings . that your friends note, 
the 'sense of humor.. Give us' 'the 'things that we don't see 
(inaudibie). We': know 'abotit Y'our:co~itment to ~ocial causes 
(inaudible)' being are you? '. 

J, 
" 
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MRS. CLINTON: we'll', I think I'm a good friend. I 
, try to' be a good friend. 

,1 

Q Are 'you ,a'loyal,friend?~'. Do you have time to 

listen to somebody who' has a bitch about something? 


MRS. CLINTON: Yes. Yep, and who is,in trouble, or 
who needs somebody to lean on for a ,while, because I mean, I 
think that's what friends are for, a,nd I,try to -- I try, to 
be there for, my fri:en,ds. ' And'I h,ave friepds that I :"':"'"1 

mean, I'm still in regular to,uch with ,people that I went to 
kindergaz:ten with. ,:" , 

MY'high s:cpool friend~i've had up ,to th~ White 

House~,We~ve 'spent the night tog,ether and, stayed up ,and 


"laughed' and watche<;l t'errible :trashy movies' together. W~ are 
in close touch.'I am in close touch with,my 'friends from 
college who saw me t~rough the, campaign. They were there for 
me,' they helped me out, friends from' ,h'lw, school, I mean, 
literally kindergart:,en thr:ough law school, through my work 
l'f " ,~ e. ' ',.' , ,;' ' , ' 

I really believe ,in frien4s. ,I believe in 
relationships. I mean, that is to'me, the most important 
thing,' and that's why I don't -- ":;t'm n,<.)t bothered bya lot of 
,what people 'say or specul~te :about 'me,' because they don't, 
know 'me. 'Wha't j:-eally, matter.s tq',;me iisiwhat my \family arid my 
friends think ?',bout me. ' , 

) 

Q " Temper. Do you have a :'temper? ' 
, 

, , 'MRS. CLINTON: Sometimes, ',yes. ~'mpretty, you 
know,' calm most of the time, but lean' get mad, , you know. 
There are things that ,make me mad.I'hate injl.isticeor 
ullfairness. ' 'I don't.iike it. I ,don't like'it when people 

'lord it over otl1er .people. I, don't:like it,when people try:, 
to act better than spmebo.dy else., Oh, , yes,' I can get a 
little (inaudible). . ' 

Q (Inaudible) dir~y words (inaudible)? 

MRS." CLINTON: Oll,: ·I've: beerL 'known' to occasionally, 
I suppose. I try not to. That's one 6f my'; you know, real 
resolutions, not' to. ' 

Q New'Year!s rescil~tion? Really? 
, .I, 
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MRS. CLINTON: Itis one I'lve t-ried to stick with 
because I don't think it ~- I mean it -- I don't like to do 
it. (Il'1audible) 'don"t"care :if"other people want ',to,' ,so when 
I ,~- if I ,do it" I don't lik~ it, so 'I ,try, not to: 

~Q ,ca'n ,you fight ~,~th a husbartd once he"becomes 
President of the Uni,ted states Qf,' America? ' 

,," MRS. CLINTON: Sure. ~Yhusbarid you can; because 
he I s the most. secure, ,and terrific ;person to be married to, 
because he is so' $upporti'ie" arid he doesn't want to be 
surrounded by people whQ, you know, are "yes" people. Well, 
Ann went to college with him,. She's> known him longer than I 
have, and so she knows ~hat he like~ people to Qisagree if 
they ,are " , 

, Q Hard 'though, whe'n somebody is supposed to be the 
chief',o,f --: you know, of evei:ything ~ to say; for Christ' 
sake, you don't know<what the, l1ell.youir~, talking 'about. 

~ .{ , , 
~ '" 

, A ,PARTICI,PANT: ,Well; 
. , 

you :don"t t,ell him that way,
',: 

ex~ctly. 

, ,A PARTICIPANT: " (Inaudible) my husband, you know 
what I ,mean? 

MRS. 'CLINTON: But you do' -:- you ~now, but he 

'A PARTICIP~T:' Yo~do"(inaudible). 

, MRS.' CLINTON:, Bu~ I think a lot of people, when' 
they .first saw the way that B.i"ll, 'YG>uknow, related to his" 
frien¢ls and tome, and, to ·th~; people around hiln,.w~re really 
surprised, because I mean he elicit!:? 'that. ,I mean" you know; 
lots, of pe,opie j'ust: '-- " 

Q Wh,at do you mean? . 
.. 

MRS. CLINTON: "Well, I mean, he wants people to 
say" I, think 'that's a really dumb idea. I mean, I"don't like 
that. I mean, obviously he wants theconversati,on. to stay on 
a level where it doesn't deteriorate into,' you kno'w', ,'name 
calling and. irrational talk, 'but:Q.e :,wants ',people to be honest 
around him. , I mean, 'he, seeks that out. He really enjoys it. 

:' ­

'. I > 

And so for ':-'- ,yQ.uknpw,f,or,' ,both ,of us, we've just 
always been like that"all the-years we've known each other ...' , ' ',' --' ' .. ,.. 
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We're very up front and stra'{ghtforward about what we're 
thinking. You know, we. are each other's best friends as well 
as husband' and wife, ,wht9h, you know, we just share 
everything. And--· I,dqn't ~- Icariit;imagine doing It any
other way. " 

Q : Well, one time I was talking to" pardon ,the , 

expression, the.empress (inaudible),hard to get that in a 

conversation. That way you .cango a whole day (inaudible). 


. And 	 they had people -- doors '-- doors in that god damned 
palace from the ceiling to the floo~,,' and the people would 
open them, so they would walk th~ough, you know. 

So I s~id".Imean, ca:n yo~ re'aily l)ave a fight with 
an emperor,. a shah --" a shah?: And she said to me very . 
quietly, she says, damn, right you' can·~ . , He's my husband ,ffrst " 
and the .shahsec.ohd. 'Oh, that's great~ " " 

'. .
'.< ~•• 	 '" 

A PARTICIPANT: That's a good line. I like that. 

Q ,Yeah. 

A PARTICIPANT: That's a good line. 
. ·t· 

.MRS. CLINTON: Can you fight, with.' an emperor. 
, . 

,. 	 . . 

, Q Yes, I. didn't know how,:you'd do;it. I would 
I would think it wouldbe--I know fit sounds nonsensical 
(cinaudible'r." 	 ,"

'. ' .. /'.i 
MRS. CLINTO'N:;' No. "I mean', we've grown up' , 

together. I mean, we've -- you know, I mean, we have talked 
about everything from, th,e. -- we started a" c'onversation 23 
years ago, and we just 'never have stopp'ed,' and so we sort of 
insert as we go along'~ . I mean, you :ic.now,' these 'guys know, 
because 'theY're around us all the time. I mean, we just have 
this. ongoing conversation. It's like we pick up thoughts 
th~t'we dropped three yeaJ;s ago because something pops in our 
mind.' '(, 

". 
, . . 	 . 

, , I was sitting' there ,the other day with soine· --. he 

said, Do you remember that.book we read together about 

Napoleon in 1972? Well;, just~ think ,about that.. You know 

(inaudible) I can't 'remember that b()ok. He can remember 

~verything. I ,mean"that'g' the -- the 0!lly thing that really 

does; you know, I mean, because he is so smart, and he 

remembers everything in his head ,tqat·he's read. . 


',MORE 
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Q D9 you? 

MRS. CLINTON: No, but both of us -- we c::an't 

remember things -~ 


.A PARTICIPANT: Pretty go~d, though. 

'MRS. CLINTON:' Well, I'm pretty good, but you know 
what we, can't 'rememi:?er anymor.e? ' , :.,' ' 

, . 
A PARTICIPANT:, .More neurons gone. 

MRS. CLINTON: .well, see, :th~t's.:what's happened. 
We can~ reniembeZ:"th~ngs ~hat are irr~leyant-to 'our livee.; •. 

Q Yeah. 

MRS. CLIN,TON: But ·,I sat down with him the other 
'day and I, said, you know somebody asked me a question th~. 
other day ab,out did we ever go on a vacation with ;-- you know 
these friends of ~urs, in 1~74 (in'audible). I said, can you 
remember that? And he said no. We ,sat there trying to ' 

I'. 	 f igure ou~ where we spent -- 'we couldn' t 'remembet any' of' 
that~ It's' like the personal side,. 'the things we spend our 
time on, that's --, the ,neurons have "s'napped. 

Q' Can't remember that. 

" MRS. CLINTON.: ,But 'obscure ·stuf'f., like what 

Napoleon ,said to Josephfne in 1808,-­

Q This you rememher? 

.'. ,z"RS~ CLINTON: ...This', he ;re:rc.tembe;rs-, you k,n.ow. He 
can't remember stuff that I'd like"him to ·reme.mber,Qut. he 
can remember - ­

, 
Q :I'wonder if Josephine ever had a fight with' 


·Napoleon.;~' Too .:late.to aSk." , . 
.Jl, 
MRS. CLINTON: -Sh:e had fights with little emperors. 

She had fights with little empe~ors~ 

Q E~pe.:ror- (inaudible)' emp~ror <.ipaudible) ~ okay. 
What did you getChels'ea, for the 14th?: 

• t • 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, th~ --, for Valentine's Day or 
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for her birthday? 

Q (Inaudible ) birthday .' 

" ~, . MRS. CLINTON:.·:;Oh, ,yesterd~y, her"l;d~·rthday. Weil,' 
we got. her' ,~- we got her two :things,~: I: bought her the .', " 
official Olympic ski sweater from Lillehammer, but I didn't 
,let her know about it until her birthday" She really wanted 
it, and 'I said, Oh, honey,. I' mean" you know, we've spent a 
lot of money, we can't: do that ~~you , know,. the usual stuff. 
So I gave her that. 

And then her fat;her,'who'is sort of the clean freak 
in our family -- and ;we've been working .,Very hard to sort of' 
keep his. clean fre~k'tendencies at-bay until she sort of 
adopted them on her .own,"'';'' she's beginning ,to be more 
organized, .keep'ing her'roomclean, aL,!. that 'stuff -- he gave 


. her these beautiful "like, pen and pencil set and stuff like' 

that for her desk. ~ And she was thrilled by that, because it 

was" like; a real grown-up thing ·todo.' 'And then we gave her 

a great birthday party. . . 

Q 'What do~s this mean, clean·freak? 

MRS. CLINTON: It means that.he's the perfect man 

to be married to,' because i:f, he were here, and we were a.t 

,home, and you a~d I ..:.- he ,._...: you would be he, and' I would .be 

me, and I'd .behavi.ng a,' conversation about somethi'ng, he'd be 

over theresaying--" straighte.ning. up --:- okay, yeah, I' agree 

with' you .about that. 1; meari, he ...:- "I agr'ee, I agree . 


. I meap, you know, he was the perfect person for me 

to marry, because I am ~~ you know,'I am neat, but I'm not a 

clean freak,. He is great... I me'an,' we used to have 

conversations in Qur"kitchen, even at. the goverriorismansion. 

Because we didn't have anybody around on the weekend,. we'd 

cook ours~lves, andstu~f. I.mean, I'd gO,in and,we'd start 

a conversation, and I~djust sit down. And he,'d clean while 

he was talking. He,'d' clean,' he'd load the dishwasher, you 

know."., 


A PARTICIPANT:Weil, he always does six ,things at : . 
once, .. anYway. : 

MRS. CLINTON: (Inaudible) six things'at once; and 

one:of them is Cleaning. He loves to clean ~ '. 
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Q He loves, to clean? In :the Whi,te House, does he 
clean, ' also? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well:, he organ:i.zes stuff. I mean, 
you, know, he doesn't have -,"- I ,mean,;' there's a lO,t"of people 
wafting through', cleaning up all the time, so he doesn,'t' have 
as many opportunities as he'did 'in0:tfr lives b~fore, but 
enough. so that; yeah ~,' I mean-- " 

A PARTICIPANT,: Real straightener-upper . 
.'1 

MRS ~ " CLINTON: He's a'stra:ig~terier,:,".upper.
better phrase., : 

Q ~e doesn't ,really clean. 

MRS.,CLIN'l;'QN: Yeah, he doesn't really clean. He 
likes'to make things, 

, 
neat,., 

, , 

A PARTICIPANT: He used to organize, in the 
,campaign, all of his things' that he ,would get. ,You, know, his 
hat -- ne got a lot of hats. He used to go down in the 
basement. He used·to,--·he w.anted to go through all of ,his 
things 'and' organizethein. " :': " ,I 

" 

MRS. CLINTON: ,: Yeah, and he thinks, when he does 
that. I mean, it's ~ot.wasted time:forhim. I mean, he'll 
be pondering some probl!i!m.' Like, you know, he'll say, 
well --,he said, I ·thil)k T'm ,going to take ~n hour off and go 
clean -- or:, cjd,'';''- you know; go count ,my hats, or something., 
And then,' he/l~come,back and make the' phone' call' he/s been 
thiriklng about •. 

Q So we started that funI)y word in the lunch that 
day. He I s the opposite 'of yC:>U,. Remember' we used the word, 
shlump (phonetic)', and I . ,remember that. 'It struck 'me so 
funny (inaudible') • Are,.You, t!1e opposite way? I mean, 'are 
youdi,sorganized? ' I 

" MRS.. CLINTON': We're both mensches.,' We I re both 
mensches~ 

QWhere did you g~,t that ~phra~e? 

MRS',; 'CLINTON,: I.' ve, been working on it. I didn I t 
want to come empty handed ~o New York. 

1_.' 

,',.: '. 	 MORE 
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" 

Q (Inaudible) Arkansas they taught you a word like 
mensch? 

MRS. CLINTON: That's why.I tried to saY·it with a 
southern accept. 

, Q ,I think you did very'well, both mentions. I 

don't: even know how you spell it, but for, Christ's sake 


.. ,' ...".' ""', : ;,' , . 

MRS. CLINTON: Yeah, what~s' the plural, of mensch? 

A PARTICIPANT: 'Mensches. Must be mensches., , 

A PARTICIPANT: with an "e".? Is it an "es",? I 
wonder.~ 

Q Yes, but does it have a "c"? , 

A PARTICIPANT: M-e-n-s";'c":'h-e-s... ' 

.MRS". CLINTON: Yes,., of cou~se,. Of 90urse,io ' 
, 

Q M-e"'n-s-c-h-~ -,~okay .• What's a mensch? 

E~plain a mensch tome.,
I 

MRS. CLINTON: Just a really good guy. Just a 

great'humanbeing. 


". . 
", 

' 

Q okay. Tell me about the rigors of moving, in 
the Whit~ House. We ·started to say.~hat at the lunch that 
day, and I~ wasn't allowed to write about it. .We were ta~king 

. abo~t shlumping, and. stuff. 'How do'you shlump around in the 
,White House? How do you get, to be a realper~on: -- a mensch 
in the (inaudible)? 

MRS. CLINTON: We ,we'll; you know ,once you get to 
the second and third floor of the White House, unless there 
is some kind of an event goi1')g on, 1:hat'f?where we live. And 

, so it.' s a great (inaudible) - ­

Q Yes,. I need to know (inaudibl~). 

A PARTICIPANT:, She was the only one .who found out. 
:. .' ;,." I 

Q Y,!=!s, I (inaudible) it's like, -- it's li'ke 
. CJ:lristmas (iriaudiblE~). 

" I,l'fORE 
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'M,RS. CLINTON: Did youffnd out (inaudible)? I 

love it. 


Q Ghristmas. 

MRS. CLINTON: He picked 'it out himself. I mean, 

he ha~ peopl~ send him things (inaudible),. 


Q Do you know, ,that's a very; good stone. I ~ean, 
God knows, I'm not the type ,to ,look ;at the j'ewelry. ,I saw 

, , it, I've been looking a,t it.' , , 

MRS. CLINTON:'" I just you know, I just love, it. 
I just lov~"it. Where were we? ,Shlumping -.;.oh, and, so when 
we get ,to the second and thi;rd floors we are really on our 
own. And I,mean,--we put on sweats.' Like, take.yesterday. 
Yesterday was my daughter's' real" birthday. ' ", ,,' ' 

, 	 , ' 

, , You know I the. birthday party was' Saturday night ~ 
We had 25 girls, spend the, night and it was -:-- it was great 
fun,because my husband and ,I ,w,ere sort of, like,' persona' non 
gratis, I ,mean. You know, we could ,'be around, but, not too 

',close, but I' ,have all tbese ,neat ,,young, women that work for 
, 	me, so they', were sort of infIltrating to make sure, everything 

went all right., .. ' ,,' ' , " 

So ,theriext ,mornl.ngaft·~r ~. ,you 'know" Bill' went ,to 
church, and ,we got everybody fed, and we got -- the parents, 
picked u.p, 'and all that. Chelsea. was still in her pajamas. 
I mean~ .we had all just shlumped around, all day.So Bill 
was really'tired. I mean, p,e'sbeen working so hard, I mean, 
you know, foreign policy, domestic 'policy, everything going 
o'n. So after we got the gil;ls:'all 6ff, he said, you know, I, 
just ,want to rest; he said, ;r can't: think of, anything to do" 

So Chelsea comes iri. So we sat on our bed and 

played cards for, acou,ple 9f.hours.; I said to Chelse~, how 


','do you -- t said,.youcan do anythi~g you want todd today. 

What do you want to do, Horiey? She said, I just ~ant,to 

spend the day with you and Dad. I,don'1:- want to have to get 

dress~d until I'm ready. And I had"':-, I "exercised that 

morning, and I had my sweats.on,you know, and 'stuff. ' We sat 

th~re and played cards, ,and':"'- " ,. , ' 


Q wha1;. game'? 

MRS. : CLINTON:, Oh i we, played' Hungarian rummy, which 

MORE 
, I 
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is one of o'ur .all-timefa'vori'te~. We played pinoch'le 
(inaudible). 

Q (Inaudible) look that ~ne up (inaudible),. 

MRS~. CLIN,TON: You 'know _..i., 

A PARTICIPANT: Don·'t look at me. 

MRS. CLINTON,:. I have to have ';some secrets~ 
t. .. 

A PARTICIPANT: They:shlump' around. I don't. do 

that. 


Q:Sorry about that. ',Yc;>u're so elegant:. shlump, 
mensch. 

i, 

MRS. CLINTON: So then -:-~' yes, so" later in the 

afternoon 


Q Who wpri? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I,l~st. They both did much 
better than I did. I don't kn6w'ho,¥.that happened, too. I 
felt very·-- I was getting a .l.i,ttle irribited, but .:..- so, 
anyway, we watched· 'sports on TV,· swltched back' and forth. 
between the, Olympic cov,~rage, ,basketball coverage. And then 
we had di:nner. We had an: early" dinner ..: . . 

" 

Q What did you ha~e? 

MRS. CLINTON:' cheiseahad, a lot "of homework. We 
. had ch.icken, and vegetables, and soup" and ( inaudible) • 

Q Ups:t;airs? 

MRS.' CLINTON:. upstairs i~'our little second-floor 
kitchen. 

Q But you didn't make it?" You're not saying you 

make it? 


;.' 

MRS.' CLINTON: No, no, I didn't make, the food. No. 
So then after dinner, Chelsea went to do her homework, and 
Bill and I went. bowling..(Inaudibie). bowled, and I ripped 
off my fingernails in 'the -- . . . 

MORE 

Diversified Reporting Services, Iul:. 
;".' 918 16TH STREET, N.W, SUITE 803 .. 

WASHING!ON, D.C., .20006 . 
(202) 296,·2929 :.' 



e· 


. :~ . ' . , 
15' 

Q. In·the White House?· 
.', '.. 

A PARTICIPANT': .Thereis a"single lane. 
- : . . I . .. 

MRS •. CLINTON:· There is. a.: f?ingle l~.ne·. . Nixon had 

it put ih. ~ 


Q I hope (inaudible)~.
,'. 

:, ,', • , " ! 1i •. 

MRS. CLINTON: ·So wewentbowll.ng •. · He has tried to 
teach me how to bowl. He loved to bowl when he was a' kid. 
And .so the single lane bowling alley was there. So we didn't 
use it very much last year,. but for some reason in the last. 
couple. of -- in ·tne last· month or tw.o',we've kind of gotten. 
into it·. He's a really good bowler', so he's trying to teach 
me how to bowl, and itl,s such a' humbling experience.. It 

. really' 'is humbling.... . 

Q So you lost at 'cards and' you lost at bowling 

(~naudible)bowling, too? 


.. ' 

MRS. CLINTON:' Well" yeah. Well, I don~t I 
mean, I am a good card player. "It'w?,-s just a bad day forme. 
I'm a terrible bowler, but I broke 100 in one game. Now that 
was, for me, exce~lel)~. So I broke'l()O~ 

Q In what, bowling? 

MRS. CLINTON: In bowling, yes. And then we went 

back upstairs and checked on Chelse (phonetic)' and -­

'J • 

. ~ Q And you were still wearing your sweats? 

MRS. CLINTON: NOr da:rling·" I'd taken a hot shower 
( inaudible) .~'., 

Q What were you it;l.now? :I want a picture. 
" 

MRS. CLINTON: Okay, I was in a ._- bowler -- I was 
in a pair of black stretchpants'anq'asweatshirt, and that's 
what I was' bowling in. .ThEm we watche~ the re'st of the 
Olympics last night. It w~s'.kind· 'of . -.;.. it w'as a pretty.sort
of .ordinary deal. .' . . . 

Q Is.it okay. for me to get one more question? 

Because the qthers are· here. .," . '­

..... 
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A ",PARTICIPANT: 'They ,'are? 

MRS.CLINTON:~Then we have to make like 
, ' 

this 

didn't happen • 
..~' 

i' Q Yes,', I understan~., ,I mean, I absolutely' ,--,;..' .1 

absolutely, understand'. ' ' 


A PARTICIPANT: ,: (Inaud;ible) guess this has --,- this 
has gone,a half-hour, sO,you can ha~e one more question. 

, ' 

Q Okay. ,Tell me., what youdidn',t expeqt 'abo':1t the 
White' House.. NOW, '1 know the air conditioning stinks, and' I 
know the phone system is, like, from Alexander Graham Bell~ 

, MRS .. -CLINTO~:, Right. , " 

Q So you tell me what was', as'urpri'se 'misconception 
, ab, oU,t: the Whl.'te, House:" " " : ' ' " ,

f .... ," •. 

t' , .' 
MRS. CLINTON: "The phone system was one of the 

biggest ~ I meqn~" I ,woul,d h,ave ~hought there would have been 
an absolute state of the art phone'~ystem. 

. . ., 

A PARTICIPANT: ,(Inaudible) glued to,. the phones. 

MRS. CLINTON: i m~an, you know, because when -- we 
have, you know, push-button phones, now, in much of America, 
and you, can conference people in, and. you can transfer calls" 
and,all that. But our phone system: was riot of that , 
generation, yet. So getting the phone syst4am to work --and 
it still is not wher,e it should be." We have the most ' " 
wonderful telephone operators in the world. Th'eyarethe 
nicest women, and they· will do anything for you, but the 
demand on the phone system ...,- , , 

Q 'You, don't teli, me' y~)U hav'e a ,rotary dial? ' 

MRS~, CLINTON: , WeI i, wheriwe came in, .,' we didn't 
even' hav4aa dial. Every' phone in the White House was -- you 
plckedit 'up and waited for the operator to come,on the line. 
You didn't dial. ' You couldn"t dial.yourself anywhere. "If 
you wanted, to 'call your ·mother, you cCouldn't do it, you know . 

, So we now have some of 'those phones left, bl;lt we 

also ha.'ve some push-button', dial phones that we" can use, 

and -- but that was a big surprise. ' I would have th9ught 
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you/d have'state of tbe.art ph6'ne equipment in the White 
House. 

~. Q Yes, I W9:uld :t,lave thought SQ, too. OJcay. I'm' 
now being politely thrown out,,· and ·I have .~o come in., the same . 
door -­

(End of interview.) 

'* '*'*:~ '*' 
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