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AN INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY 
CONDUCTED By'BOB'WOODWARD, 

, THE WH~TE HQUSE 

1\ . I .. 
. ' . i '., 

Q g6~rig to us~,:it. Il,m not going to - 

Q (Inaudible)booJ,c:isgolng to be int1)e "Post" 
(inaudible) . 

,Q, Yes, the:-- yes, it,:tlat,i s right, the book will be 
in. the, "Post .. " . It "will probably 'come out· in the spring, and 
then we're reallyciri a fast track. . 

I ' I 

I '. 

MRS. CLINTON:',' Boy, :that really is fast. It's 
I'nearly spring. 

'. 

. . , 


, • Q That,' ~ right.,' Tlie --;:and I've got a very 
deta~led draft pf ~t,and what I -:- what I was -- George and 
I were talking about, what I don't have is a good beginning. 
And I ha,ve started'it currently with: ,In the spring of '91 
with-- you~ husband goes and;gives a speech at Harvard with 
Bob Reich about -- . ',I':. . 

I " '\ 
,~ 

MRS .. CLINTON: The' Kennedy school. ' 
.. 	 .1 

Q YeSi 't;:he Kennedy' I school. You weren't· there, I 
don't think. :' , ' ', 

'. MRS • CLI~T9N : ,No, uh-uh~ 

Q And it's all about the investments and Reich's 
theories, and your, husbandtaiking'about it in a very 
direct -- yo,u know'~ I'm -.;.' this is ,:what we need to do. 

MRS,. ' CLINTON: It,'goes back before that, though, I 
- ,'h:(inaudible) • ' . 

,'," 

Q I know it does, a long time, .and then they talk 
afterwards, Refch and 'your husband; and Rick Sterns 
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(phonetic) , , about whether he', ~ho,uld run. This seems ,to be 
the moment of decision,'whetharto'run, so there's kind of 
'that inner sect.ion ::of, 'the quest for the presidency inha 

series of economic,ideas. No~, what I'd love -- if you can 

recall your discus,sions with' him'. I would love to have' a 

time when that kind of all comes together, if in fact it 

happened that way,. ; , " , ,', : 


, , 
, ' MRS. CLINTON: Wel:l, but I'd have to go back 

further because of {fa lot of ,a lot of' these ideas, 
particularly the eqonomic ideas and the analysis of the ideas 
had been going on' f,or 'years. ';1 mea:n, you know,. you could 
find germs of it in my earliest 'conversations with him at ' 
Yale, but certainly by :the time he ,was governor and was faced 
with kind of the st'ark global 'reali:ty ,of economi·c . ". 
~ompetition. ' , : ' ' 

And from 'his perspec'tive,' the failure of both the 
American private an:d public ,se:ctors! to adjust and deal with 
the new global rea:~ity -- which came crashing in on him ,when, 

,he became governor, because hel',could see so cle~.rly 'what .the' 
problems in his ow~ state were:. And'then the' work he did at 
the National Governor,'s Associaftion and when he was chair, 
the work they did on investments, a'rid linkincjthe kind' of' 
competitiveness issues, an~ 1?he investment issues, and tp.e 
structural·deficit :issues~all together. 

. , I' 

• . I ! ' . . ' •
So I mean:" ln ,a shorthanq., ,you really, T thlnk - 

and I mean, I can ~ememher' n~merousconversationsduringthe 
1980s with people like Bobby Reich, '.in th~ kitchen of' the 
governor's mansion, you know,' 'where,we'd stay up for hours 
talking about all ()fthese issj.les. ' 

Q I write this,insgenes~ , It's a series of scenes 
to make it active, ,and to maker'it interesting and give --and 
what I need is', a sqene, where you -- you ,two -- I mean, was 
th~re a thing publi~hed about the'moment you two '-:-- you know, 
decided he waS going 'to run? You 'were sleeping in the guest 
house at th!3govern9r' s ' i . 

• ~ j • , .. 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, but th~t wasi like, back ih 
,that.was, like, in August or ~S~:ptemberof '91, you know. 'So 
it was after this 'time, but it' was --' it wa's the constant 
discussions of allofthet:?e things"that he kept coming back 
to. ". , 

• 
And I thi~k during '?1 he was not -- I mean, sure, 

,,' 

,, , 

:' 
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he ,entertained the,idea"but h:e w'as' conviriced in his, own mind 
that he, ,was the one: 'to do it, :and a;n ,the democrats just kind 
of kept 'pulling out. 1. mean" nobody would do it. I me.an, 
one af~~ranother~'none'of't1ie~ would dO"it. "And 'so ~y 

'August ~- and we w~nt t,o the ;g:overnors'ccmference, in, I 
think Seattle, if I remember right :--1 think it was yes,' 
,I think it was in S,eattle. ' I ' 

, 

Were, you ~ith'us? " 

Q No. ,! 
, , 

MRS. CLIN;!,ON: 'We didn't know you' then ~' That i s 

hard to believe. ',W.e've never not known you~ '(Laughter.) 

And so -- so the gq;ve~nors' ,co,nferenceip Seattle'-- there 

were lots pf' conversations between 'h'im a,nd other gover,noJ;s,

democratic gO'Y.ernors. '" , , , 


.~ 

Q How about c6til~ you seta moment, if you were 
,beginning your memoirs this: is, the momen:t he :decided to 

; jrun? 	 , 

, 


MRS. CLINTON: I thfnk it was that morning in the 

guest hous,e, probaJ:;lly. Yes. ' 


Q Setth:e scene", as! much as you can remember. 
, , I 

~ ~ . . 	 . 

MRS. CLltlTON:, Well:: it'~as just -~~ you know, ,we'd 
been talking about ,:it, because, by August people started, ,:. 
coming to him, you know. I me:an, --: and especia'lly governprs, 
and that had starte~ in Seattle, and that was' probably in' , 
mid-August that the'meeting ~as, and so although there hadn't 

• • .• ' t •• 	 '.been much natJ.onal att'entJ.on paJ.d to hJ.m, or you know, kJ.nd 
'. 	 • r ' ,of natJ.onal focus, regJ.onally ,and on state levels people were 

starting to talk to" him and callI him, and it, just began to 
build up: 

And so we; '~- I don'tiknow, we 'had,' ju~t,been talking 
about, it; and he kept 'sayingi,lyou':know, I ju.st d~n't know: i,f 

, I', ,want: to do: i~. ' I: "juf$,t don~.t: know' if:I want to ,disrupt' our 
lives, '1 ,don' t ' know,' if' itts worth it, but",on the other, hand, 

'I just don't think ,we "':"'- the cbuntry can survive without some 
,'kind of ' debate a,bout t.his. ' It:'s not right what's happening... 
We are hollowing out our econo~y, and all the stuff'that he 

'believes. ','! ' 
i 

, ' 
: ' 

So w:e wo~e ""p one mO,rning and 	I"said,I think you. 
i 
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have to do it .. And.: he said,oh': he' said, do you really? And 
I said, yeah, I think you do,' ~nd I· also think if you decide 
to do it, you'll win. And,I ·:always believed that, as George 
will tell you, from the verybkginning. 

, ' , I' 
" I 

Q What did he say? i,What did your husband say? 
, ,I. 

MRS. CLINTON: ' He, sa:id,. Do you really believe t,hat? 
And I said, Y~ah.And he said!, Why:; do you believe that?' And 
I said, Well, because· I knowybu, and I think you are 
absolutely the right person to: make these arguments and ,to' 
get out there and try to be the dem.ocratic alternative. And 
I think that the historical titne is right, that I believe 
it's a rare meeting: of a man in history. ' And I really 
believed that and never'~evet¢loubtedit '(inaudible). Nobody 
else did, not even he, but I· (,inaudible) ~ , 

., ' t"._: .' ,. 
• '! ! ,. 

Q ,And this would h'al.ve be,en :.- y~s, I know. I 
know,. Well:, one of the argtim~nts h'e' gave to other friends at 
this period was -- ibecause they"- wer'e, saying, well, you have 
no,na~ic::mal secur~t;y exper'ieIJc;e,;:.pr~si~ents ne'ed that. And 
he sa1d: ,the nat10nal secu:rltty 1SS,ue 1S the eco,nomy. 

, "J ' 
..: 'I" ' " 

MRS. CLI~TON: Tha1i':s exactly ,what he believed, and 
he als,o -- to be faJr, he d:idpave, 'a knowle¢1ge of national 
security and foreign,affairs,tpat he had kept up'ever since 
he had been at Geo~getown" that he read widely and he was 

'very interested in~: :He was asl ~nowledgeable as a lot of 
people, who have been in this t'qwn i,or decades, so I don' t 
think he felt at all self-cons:clous~ about that.' But he 
th~ught the real national security challenge to ,the country 
was our global economj.c positipn. " ' , 

I 
Q What -- what time' this would have been in 


mid-August, then, or late --' i 

, i 	 I 

I 
MRS. CLINTON: No, llate August. 

, 
" ,1" • • •Q Late August, and y~:>u were...... and th1s 1S 1n the 

guest house, becaus:e they're . Cibing, what at the mansion? ' 
,:' ,""1 ' " ' 

, 	 1 , 

MRS. CLINTON: ,'Right(. Putting in a new air 

cqnditioning ul'litor somethipg" , ,':" 


~ , t. • ,.: .: •.•~, , 

Q,And it, woulCi hav,:e;b~eri about what time in the 
morning? ; I, .' : 


, ,I
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MRS. CLINTON: I' don:' tkriow, early in the morning I 

when we woke up.. t don'tknowi (inaudible). I didn't know it 
was going to be -- there were ~ lot of things'I' didn't know 
that were going to ;be, so impor~ant.t 

. 1 

•• I •
Q No, It:'S Just -- t'm-,":" I'm truly trYlng to set 

the scene. I hope you -- anq ~- and 
.' j • • 

. , • ! 

MRS. CLINTON: No, np, It's,·fine. We were in 

this -- we were all livi'ng ;..~ Chelsea, and Bill and I 


• " ' 1 " 

'Q In one, room,· or".;..~ 

MRS.. CLI~TON: 'W~II,i she ...~- it was two rooms. She 
was sleeping on the fo,ld-upqouch in th~ living room, and we 
were sleeping in the bedroo~" ~nd there was a bathroom, and 
:t:hat was it,. And that's where; we lived .for, like, three and 
a half months I so it was, tight!, quarters~' 

, . " 

.. ' .,;'. • ',". ":'\ ." ... '1',:". . '. . . 

Q When YO,u.sald,. "these tll1ngs," these are the -- I 
mec;tn~ here/sthe' ~~y I'd put 'i~':'.tliat he had . d7veloped a.:, 
crltlque of .the'Reagan-Bu~h ye~rs that was galnlng momentum, 
and had the'ingredientsof ?it) economic critique and a 
political critique .. : Is 'that :f~ir?': .' 

'I 

MRS. " CLINTON: ,Yes~':That"s very fair and a 

social and :r'wo\ild:argue moraIi critique. I mean,' it was 

it was, bigger than'traditional i concep1;:.s of economics in 

po"titics, and it was bigger th!a.n traditional stereotypes of
< 

republican-democrat-conservati:Ve-liberal, and that was very 
important to him' arid to me, that it'triedto go beyond the 

.sort of staleness of the debat'e that had ripped everybody. 

Q 

morning? 


! •
" 

" . 
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'said, Well, y~u know, a lot of/people think this would be a 

dry run. And' I, said, I)ion't.i I think if you run, you'll 

win, and so you'd better be really careful about wanting to 

do this, and maki;ng. Jhe,e;;e' chalig~s ,in:. your li£e.· ' 


i . . ' . 

. .\ _ s.,·· "J T .i . ' " :" ..' ' '. . ' 

, ' Q '~nd, h~s, argument was that Bush's 'strength, at 
this time was his~dvantage, because Guomo and some of the 
other people, were not going to! run, and so there would be a 
vacuum., Did. he say~' that? Wasithat,analysis '- 

MRS. CLINTON:' Well, 'you know, ~,canit --Icap't 
remember that he said that, that, morning'. I don't' believe 
so,' but that was something we had talked about. See, I . 
believed'-- and I mean I said;this, too, back when -- during 
the Gulf War, whicn I ,suppor.te~ a~d thought was absolutely 
the right thing to :do.. " ":',"" ,::, '. ' ,,' 

I· thought thatthe'f~ct'thatpresident Bush 
squandered his political,capit:al so pathetically after it was 
over, even though he remained at 80 and 90 percent poll 
levels, meant that 'he wasvery~ vulnerable., 'And I started 

, sayirig that, just -;- you know,i like we'd be at a dinner party 
. or, you know i. in conversatiorisl:with somebody, and everybody 
would say; you know, looks lik:e it ',:S' going to be another' ~~ , . 

Q though
,, . . 

(Inaudible)
. . ! 

never forget that. 
, , 

. MRS, . CLIN.TON :' , Yes.:' ~ Yes ,:, and you know , there's 
just not another dry' -- which"jis·,the-- the democrats are 
just .going to, have ,another drYj' run.' " And I just kept saying 
to anybody that I talked with:that"I thought that ~e had 
'created his own political pro~lems 'by the way he had 

conducted himself during his High point of the ' 

:administration, with the wag~ng of 'the Gulf, ·,War. 


, . " :' ': , ", '. ,';, I: ".',. " 

Q " Yes, and I.havea' moment, later in the campaign, 
'where your husband says he could not believe,' -- this is kind 
of in the spring of ',92, when ;he's heading toward the 
nomination, and it~:s~lmost a' !surething .. And he says, why 
,is Bush not using' hispolitic~1capltalto develop this 
economic plan --,I.-think he called 'it to one of you guys, it, 
is an ,act of economic and pol~tica:l insani;ty on the part .of 
Bush. Is that, (in~udible) fori the-- . 

I 

MRS. CLINTON: 'weli;1 that's what we both thought, 
, but you' know ;..;-'an<;t we had alWays .liked and still very much,' 
.' like President and Mrs. Bush; !and' you know.from the outside 

I
I, 
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looking in, we sori of jus~ --i we just couldn't figure it 

out. But from ourrperspective: it IElft'open a very real, 

challenge, and .itwas just, a q)lestion of who was going to 


. have the --,you know, who was going to have the pain 
threshold to take it on, sO --I .' '. '" 

I.; 
Q Really. And thatl was -

. I . 

MRS. CLINTON: Becau'se none of the other 
democrats.-- and you know, thep some' started getting in; you 
know, like, you kn~w., To~ an~ Bob and. others, but -

Q . That I,S an important notion, pain threshold. ·In 
terms of . be exp~icit what, -:- ' 

,I , 

MRS. CLIN·TON: Well,i itis. a it's well, ·it 

had' -- you know, we had been i:n a number of increasingly

combative campaigns',', starting :iri 19'80 with Nick Pack 

(phonetic), which c~anged the ~ay campaigns were waged.apd 

altered the dialog :'sodramatic:allyj- pushing people into 

,personality; and, 30-second ,spo:ts. 'And and the press 

coverage changed. i 


I 

I ' 


Q Yes. 

MRS. CLlirTON:; 'Andi!t became much ino:r::edifficult 
to, you know, kind,of keep yoJr me~sage:going and be able to 
wage the campaign you wanted. tio wage. And that happened on a 
very minor level in 'Arkansas. i But :we saw it happening, you 
know, in bigger. states " and w~ saw.it happening at the . 
national level. . ;, I" 

I 
, I

And you k;now, I doni:t think there is any better 
• .." . I • . ' •organl.zed entl.ty than the republl.cans and all of thel.r 

allies~ whether it~s the chri~tian coalition or. the talk show 
hosts, Qrwhomever•. I mean, t:;hey getup every day and they 
are outto.get you/ and they <1,0 it In ~ variety of 'ways. ' . , 
. .' .' 1 I 

So you know, it was :going to be a -- they thought 
they had a. right to the White !House. And they thought '. 
certainly they were anointed because ~f the Gulf War so that 
it was. 'going ,to be, ia . very tough year combined ' with, .it . seemed 
to USi the uhderly~ng alienatjJon and despair that was just' 
below the surface, ,that was b~ginning to take over people 
that -- " f 

i , , .~ 

Q And you saw' thisi i~ 19:1.? 
. i' 

. MbRE
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MRS. CLINTON: Yes. ; y·es.:
; ''\. i' . 

Q NOW,., ~fter you sald these things, 'when dic:i. he 
say I okay, I'm go~ng to do it? Wa$< ,it that day, the next 
,week?', .j ,. 

,, ' , 

MRS~ CLINTON:" .No,ppobab:ly:a couple days later. I 
mean,: he 

Q Do you' remember that moment where he said 
;~' ,( 

, , \ " :1' " ' 
MRS'. CLINTON: No,b;ut'I :knew he was going to do 


it. I knew that'he would do'it back in you know, the 

spring of '91.' Hepidn't know; he would do it, put.:,I knew he 

would do it because, I couid :i:ui~!e how the circumstances were 


. • " • '. 1,. ' I _ . ."all k~nd of fall~ng, ~nto place:, you know. He talked toa lot 
of other .people abo~t doing it·" and he'd come back, and he'd 
be pret.ty frustrat~.d·,.' you knoW:. ,',I" 

! ' 
He'd come 1:0 Washing;ton,and he'd talk to these 

guys • He'd go, andpe' d talk ~o the dlamocr.ats in congress, 
and he'd say, you guys have a'great story. ·1 mean, y~u 
passed welfare reform, it's t~e Bush administration that's 
not 'funding it. You know, we ,gave --the governors gave you 
.the educationgoalf:j" and ,it's ithe, Bush administration that's 
not 'doing - ... :'1 mean, he,-- he Jhad'so many frustrating 
conversations. i ' ; 

. I " " 
And .1 know him so w~fl that I,could see that, you 

know, slowly this was taking ~hape. But it wasn't.even 
conscious to' h,im. ,,:Itwas -- I' 'mean, you know, he wasn't at 
all aware of t::hat. "~I: 

I 
Q 'Exactiythe reaction you had when we first 

intervie.wed h:im, at;1d he -- we~l, .r'm.thinking of running. 
Maybe I will:' And ::you came oqt, wit.h :the fe~ling that' the 
discussion of the nuts and bolts arid the ideas were so 
powerful, he "was a).:ready runnfng." 

, " I 

, " 'j 

MRS . CLIN;TON: Yes.' 

I 

'. 

I 
: 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes. I~ut he finally decided in 
early September. 

Q Okay, !'it','..;,~ 
, 
I: 
I 
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MRS. CLINTON: Thatiivas 
I ' 

':, , 

Q " Because he wasst~ll traveling around Arkansas, 
getting permiss,ion/:' and the, okl:iy., I 

," I

MRS" ,CLI~',l'ON: " 'Rightr/ ';I'hat was the Labor Day, and 
you knew,' the days 'around ther~. 'Yes. 

"I' , , 
Q So when ciJd Y9u,hfaar'lIokay"? . I mean, you knew 

I, ,~ , 
I'it, and 
I 
I 

MRS. CLINTON: I don!' t remember the exact day,
; I but -- I 

Q Do you remember h'is words? 
. . ,~' r 

MRS~ q:JIlfTON:" No, I! don't remember. 
, , 

Q' But i~, --, but '--t, 
I 

,.:' ", 
MRS. CLINTON,:' , But ypu know, we're --'we're just, 

going togo, do th~s", or we're going to --you know, we're' 
o " I

going to get ready to go. sO.1 " 
, I . ' 

, Q And the economic!ideas that drove this, the 
investment prog:i:aIn,. health carie reform was ,?lready 

~S. CLINTON: Big -:... big part to him.' 
I ' 
I 

Q Big p~rt, beqaus~ -- now, ~ellme how you saw 
that, ag~in" at that 'point. ! 

I 

MRS.' CLIff'l:'ON: Well,! all, 'during, the' '80s he" like a 
lot of governors, was on the:Ijeceiv.ing end of all of these 
mandates., I mean; ,'Bill used to say"all the time during the' 
1980s,gosh, it would 'be great' to be the ~resident, like , 
Reagan, who cuts taxes, so tha:t every 'governor, including the 
republicans, haq,to raise them'. , ' ' , 

, I' .', 
. ,I 

I mean, that's exac~ly what weht o.n .. fntQe '80s. 
The net tax,' increase at' the' state 'and local level', far, 
outweighed 'the net :decrease a~ thefederal'level, and the, 
republicans at th~ ::nationall~vel knew exactly what they were 
doing, I mean by shifting the~e responsibilities to the 
state. ' , , ' 

I, 
, , '" . 


So they ~ent'along'\Y'ith the democratswhd saw the 
, ,"'" 

M9RE 
I 
I 
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safety net being frayed and said, look, ,we've 'got to'get more' 
health care. We're: going to d:tise the percentage of poverty 
that somebody's el~gible for'Medicare, at cetera. So he. saw 
what was happening .in his budg~tiahd he had' to'run . a ' 
balanced budget, whichhad.a big, you know, impact on how he 
saw these issues. ;' .'. :.' i 

J 
I ;- . 

And he saw howtheM~dicaid expenditures kept going 
up, up,' up, jUst',eating' aw:aya~ his: capacity ,to do. anythil1g 
else. So in,t;he, you know~ late '80s, through the governors' 
conference, he really began to! study health care." And he 
was, I think', the:. co-chair of the health care task force in 
the -- probably 90pr so -;-- in: which-they really +ooked, 
carefully at· all of' the health: 'care pi~ce$, and, he began, to 
develop his own ideas. about what shoUld be done. , 

,I. I ' 
Q And the middle class,: 'helping the middle class, 

the populist ideas-- t'h:ougp. h:e didn't '-:-he doesn't like the 
phrase "populist, 11 does he? "'j; , _ 

" , !. ' .,',' 

MRS •. CLINTON: I '.ve never heard' him useit . That's 
not a phrase 'that he's comfort:abl~ ,.:With. But he is 

. passionate about how the republican economic policies 
resulted in stagnated ·wages, i:n an increase in temporary jobs. 
as opposed to full":'time jobs, 'iin a decrease in benefits, I 
mean, just all of the economiC: eff~cts that you could see. 
And he .was fq.rious 'ab,out the. i;ncreasing ratio', between 
executive pay' and the pay of middle man~gersanc~, of working 
people. He was fur.ious about lit, you know. . 

, " 'I' ' 
, ". ", ' , • ~ • (> .,.~ , . . 

And we· w.ent to Russ~a -- ,not ,Russl.a, Japan -
together on one of :these trade; trips. I don't know' when it. 
was, '87, '89, something like' :that~; I was jq.st sitting in 
.the back watching a: conversa:ti!on between him. and his people, 
and some of thes~ Japanese ex~ctitives, and the one Japanese 
executive said in this very.ki!ndof taunting voice, Well, 
you could do a lot to stim1J.lat;e your economy if your 
executives in Amer~can,industty weren't so greedy~ 

, I 

Imean,~ill really ;:t:>elieyedthat a iot of the -
you know, high inc'Rmeleaders ,of our coun,try,. in all 'sectors, 
were setting a bad 'example,w~re .taking advantage of people, 
and would be given permission !todo so by the ,Reagan economic 
policies. ; ';,' "', . , . 

,I 
Q (Inaudible) great. (inaudible) campaign? 

, I 
I 


I 
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MRS. ' CLINTON: Yes.' j Yes. . 

. .;. I 


Q. Yes, tha·tl.s·rightl~ Did, did he consid~r tl1is 
a dry run, do you think, at' this point in '9i? 

. i '. /, 
MRS. CLINTON: 'Not' once he- was coinmitted. ' I mean, 

I don't know that he knew exactly hbW it would turri out, but 
once he decided to .do it"hecbrtainly didn't consider it a . 

, dry run. ' ' I . ' , 
.' I 

. ,Q Okay. . The -- now: 'one of·the ,things ..,.- to fast 
forward to June: '92 --that th~ and I -.- you've got a lot 
of speaking parts in 't7his :book:, and I'll go through each one 
of them if .you want, or -.,.. . I 

. : 
,c .' I 

MRS'.' CLIN~ON: Okay. I Sure. 
I 

,Q W)lat I, want, to dol.is highlight the key moments. 
June '92 he is coming. He had: ,got. to come up -- this idea of 
let's have a real economic pla:n, 'let', s put out -- which led, 
to the 22,:",page kind of mini-bu~dget. And as I understand, it, 
everyone had' ideas. about, what·, ito do. .Go campaign more, . go on 
MTV more, and -...:. and you' said,: no,he's got to come back to ' 
Little Rock and (inaudible) internalize this. 

MRS. CLINTON: Right.
,\ ! 

" Q Tell Irlewhat you.'saidand what you meant, and· 

what because this is a tun1ing point.


I 
" , 

MRS. CLINTON: wel!',I.· there was also at that tin,ie a, 
lot of pressure to-move the .ca,'mpai9,n.,. to. Wa~hington. 

Q , Right.:, " 

! " . .
MRS. CLINTON: And ~ was ,dead set aga~nst that, and 

I was against it. fol:' a number'lof'reasons, but. one of, them was 
to keep him rooted., . And he was still governor., and he needed 
to be paying attention to hisiresponsibilities. But.I was . 
also against· it.beqause Id.idn~t w~ntthe, whole campaign to 
lose its sense of focus and td become a reactive entity 
instead of an active one. ' I' 

i ' 

And 'tha~ ::'was 'very i~P6rt~nt in a lot of areas, but 
particularly on the economic policy, because.that's what was 
drivinghim,that'g what ,he believed with alL.of his heart. 
So I wanted hiin ...:.-:: and he was iexhausted. ' He had be'en si9k' 

, I 
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all the' way through New Ha~pshire and New York. I mean, he 

,probaply saw,eve~y ,c:ioctor in'N~w Hampshire, and he was taking 
every antibiotic, and when I ',d! ~eet up with him on the road, 
I mean, I was amazed that he wa:s still going. 

. . ',' !.' .
" , 

, I mean, he :would -~ 
" 

aidn,,',t, -- you know, he -
coughing -- he was '~n terrible! physica,l shape." So l}e ,was 
totally worn out. He had'spent-a lot time early in the 
campaign, back in ;91, crafti'ng his, Georgetown'speeches. And 
I mean,. we wou~d c~mehere ,andi. edt .!n ,Frank Greer,'s' . 
(ph(:metl.c~ off,l.ce and go over:ll.t ll.terally wO:rd'-by-word, and 
you know l.t had to be exactly-what he wanted to say•. 

~ , ' r 
" . ' ,'.: .,

,And, people would.hav~ drafted paragraphs. and come 
'in and said this , tl1atand the: other" but he'd say, . no, 
that's not righ:t. ';Oi, go, findjmore information., So at that 
point he was really, in touch w,ith what·he wanted'to say. The 
campaign necessarilY-was a forbed march~ He didn't have that 
time. And he needed it. He nbeded,ft to rest, he needed it 
to kind.of get back.'in touch,W:ith hts own' feelings ..about a 
lot of this, and to internaliz:e the', economic plan as we went 
forward. So that's; why I 'argu'ed for that. ' 

" . I 
Q And did he resist: or a,nyone resist? 

i I . 
. MRS. CLINTON: peoPleresis~ed tl)e 'idea ,that we 
would keep the campa.:Lgn in Lit'tle Rock. A lot of people . 
thought that was nO,t a very ef;ficient .decision, but I, don,'t 
'think-~ no, I mean' the way we' see decision-making, you know,

" , I,' .' " 
~n the campaign and to some e}{tent·even here at the White 
House ~- there are 'a lot of people coming forward with .their 
ideas, so I'm sure'some' people resist it, some people, didn't. 

.' , , , " ! " ..' , . 
But the ilet; <result, ,wias 'that' he knew he had to ,stop 

and take a deep breath, and'gJt kind of re-centered, which is 
what h,e did. '.,' ! ' , , 

. . . . ! 

Q : And there w~s a Joint:Whel;'~ tbis p;tan was being , 
drafted very quickiy -- that ~t, almost didn't get put -out .. 
And I think there is one scene- wher,e you ,actually came out -
because there were questions,' Jpar:ti'cularl.y ,Of} the' health, . 
numbers, where you ,said, wel1ii·.let's not put it out., Let's 
wait. Let's :delaY~,.-I· . : 

" • -. ." r , : 

. " ~S. CLI~'TON: "well,1 I, didn't know anything very 
much a~out health ¢are at tha~. point,; ~xcept just as a 
concerried citizen.;, ~ut onetning t;ha,t' Bill is just adamant 

";, I ' \ -. 
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• 

': ! 

'. " 

about i~ not' letting things bel put~>Ut, or said, unless they 
can be packed up,and he' is Ju~t committed to thatr. 

',' • I " 

And people were rushlngaround tryil1g, to get the 
" ' ,. i.' ••

draft done, :and there were some th1.(1gs 1.n 1.t he was not 
comfQrtable with, and he kept ~aying, you know, what's the 
,backup? I'm not sure about th:is.' And so I said, well, look,

• " - t ~ 1 - - _ _ ", ,_ • • • ' 

1.f you're not sure 'about 1.t, then nobody should be sure about 
it, because 'you're the one who! has to ~tand behind whatever 
it is that is writt;:en. So it ,:shoulc;in't be ,done until you are 
satisfied, and if tthat means n'ot doing-it right now",we don't 
do it right now.:; ,:1 "'" - , 

" ',' I,;,; ';' , ' 
. I felt ,very strong,lY,abou,t that, because he's the 

one who has to ultimately answ'er the' questions, and he 'had to 
• t • I j

be sat1.sf 1.e~i. ' , i ' , 
':" , 1 ' ,,' , 

Q • And 'what made him ,satisfied?
'1. I,' 

MRS.' CLINTON: Get'ti!rtg, on. the ,pl,1one, going overit 

again and again. 'it was a ve~y lon:9' conference' call and - 

Q The ,famoq.s call. i.1 

I 

I'MRS. CLINTON: more things being;faxed,and, 

finally he was .J. ' .: ~ 


Q In dropping out ~he health numbers,'which 

were - 

" 

, MR~ .C~:I~TON: Yes ~i Thfa"health numbers could not 

be'as precise as people,wanted them to be.' And Inow'know 


'why,' Bqb, because,I mean, as soon as we started doing this 
health'task forcei'you -:-- no government that wei d had'; 'had 
ever put the actuaries from,t:q.e various departments in one 
room until we started' doing this .. ' 

.:t:, ' - i : . 

Q' There ::was one meetin.g;later duririg the , 

Presidency, or maybe down in L~ttle Rock, in the transition, 


,where Ira says" oh, we call 'do Ithis 'in two weeks,. We'll be 
able ,to get ,the dollars intwQ,weeks. So it's :...- whose 'idea 
was it to put out that econom~c pl~n? Do,you remember? 

,.\ 

'MRS.' CLI~TON: Wet~tlthink 'it,was, a collective 

decision. I mean,::you have lots, of people claiming credit 

for ideas that were the result. of , , 
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'''(2 All the good ones 

, MRS., CLINTON: Yeah, 
1 

i but that were the 
• 

result of 
much give and, take,;becauseth~ way Bill likes decisions to 
be made.is, he really 'likes pepple to take different.points 
of view and come up w:i,th 'alte,rnative's •. And' people change, ' 
their own views ~s"theY're g,?i~g through the process, so it's 
very hardtb -- you know. ' ' ' 

:... 
Q (Inaudible) yes., 

"MRS. CLINTON: Yes, that went on'for 'a long time, 

because we started 'that back ih Ma·rch, probably., 


, 'Q March" April. , 
i 
I 

I 
 i, 

~S. CLINTON: Yes. 
, 

, 
, 

' "" , I,' ' 

'0 And it, --, now" what --, let me go through quickly 
a. couple of things ;that ,~":,, youl'sat through the NEC meeting, 
which was ~anuary 7~th. ,i I 

i' 

MRS. CLINTON: At th~gov~rnor's mansIon. 

Q At thE{governor's lmans1.on, about a five-hour' 
affair, which is something l; db at great length, because a 
lot of decisions are made there. ,And according to one of 'the 
note-takers,' you only said one! thing,~ 

.. . I 

I • • 

MRS. CLINTON: And I! don't even remember what it 
was. 'I'm sure somebody els.e dbes, but I don't. 

, ! 

' 
: 

. . I 
Q Al Gore said, YOUI know, we need, to ,look at 

cutting social security taxes,: and then you appa;rently didri't 
sit at the table ~- i t,.'I. 

'! . '.'MRS. CLINTON: No. 
I' 
I 

Q '--' but; sat off to: the side, said, we need ~o 
find out how many people recei~e ,the cost of living , 
allowances and had other incom¢that helped them out., That 
was a basic i.ssue, ,the.million~ o~people/'and we just can't 
talk 'j, I 


MRS.cLntTON: Loose[y about it, yes.,
" , It 

Q What,was.' your ,thi.hkiri~,; on that,or what made 
! 

, , 
Mc>RE 
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!' , 

Diversified Rep~~ting Services" Inc. 
918 16TH STREET,. NW, SUITE 803 

, , WASHINGTO~, D.C. ' ?0006 
. I 

'(202) 296-2929 ., 
t 

http:thE{governor'slmans1.on


15 

; 

.,,' 

that be "the one 
(1 '\ 
:; 

'. MRS~CLINTON: 'Welt, I waS just' -·.... 1 mean~ I was 
I was learning a lot. I mean,jone of the things that Bill, 
told me as he got into the budget was how unlike any budget 
he'd ever seen the federal budget is" and he was frankly, 
appalled about' alatof the gaines that had been played, and 
the way.things had been covered up and shifted around. . 

, ,-',! '.' 
. • • 'I • 

. And thenhe.got hit with· higher projected deficit 
numbers' and -- 'you'know a lot 'of stuff was' going on. So I 
was there mostly ju~t ~o ~istep, bui I also ~anted to be sure 
that people kept thinking about the: real lives behind these ' 
decisions. I mean, these were1not ~bstract decisions. They 

90inwere g to affe:t p~6Ple. ,'I' .'. " 
And you know I had,aimovi~ :r::unning'through my head 

of all qf'the thousands of people.we' had; seen on bus trips 
and at rallies, and who cam~ and clutched our hands and ~
'you know, did what ;they did iz:! supp,o:i::ing Bill because the¥ 
,really thought that· somebody ~n wash~ngtonwouldstart,pay~ng 
attention and, listening tothe~ again.,' And I just wanted to 
be sure that we didn',t los'e sight oJ that. 

• ~ • I I 

, :' , ' ,i'" 
, ,Q What 'was your :r::e~,ction,~ to the role then.;.. 

secretary designat~ Bentsen wa's playing at t,he meeting? 
Because he gave a very interes~ing ,-~ I' call' it a 
disquisition ,on winning, on the, importance of hav.ing a plan 
~hat is a victo:y ~ and the' imp;ortange,of ,having el~m7ntsin 
~t that are pol~t~cally accept,able, , that w~ can't re~nvent 
the Wheel, here~ . ! I:: 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh" Ii think he is terrific. I think 
he has' brought;· that, level ,of r:eality testing, to everything 
the President has done since'lle decided to become the

• ,,', I ' " ' , 

secretary of the treasury, and, you know, I think personally 

he has been wonderfully SUPP9l:itiveto,both the President and 


, me, ,and I though,t ~t was an appropriate' thing' for him to say. 

" I mean, he'd beeminside the congress all t.hos;eyears, and we 

weren't into pyrrhic Victoriesi
, aI)d I think, you know, his 

making that point Qver and over again -'- you know. 
, I 

Q ,Even presidencieJ,note.
I 

I. 

MRS,. CLINTON: Yeah,l yeah, and -- ycm know, if 
he -- I mean, ,part'of what Bil!l does is kind of get people to 
take different' poiIjts of view,,1 So you' 90u1d have, on the one 

',' 
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" 

".' ,ff ' ,.:. ,:"., ',,~: '. ~ 'J',,~ ~ 
hand, a very forcefu~L argumerit' about economic, theory and' what 
needed to be .done'dh themacro:levei,' and how the bonQ mar~et 
would respond ~' and;t.that fnteres'trates ,wou:td do,.' 

• " : j , • :~:;,: ";. '. i; , 
i,,: <! ;,' 

'(2, Yes., ":': ' 

" 
, " , , ,MRS'" CI:..I,NTON,: A:r:d,'~~er{,6n ',the other, you know, 

,doh' t forget, the: peopIe' who sent' ypu here. I mean ,; 'you've 
got ,to take care of; tliem. i'~'~i1d I th~nkwhatsecretary Bentsen 
kept bringing: ~,(erybody 'back to i~",: like with most of life,: 
and certainly w,j:th "most' of politfcs:, , the answer J.e. somewhere' 
'in the middle, and:t:.o, try to figure ,out how we ,construct it" 
to move the" Presid~htis' agenda: t:tiro~gh ,and ,do, 'it, iIi' a way , 

,that, inf;mres v:ictory in,:th'e 'copgress. . So (thought ' i twas 
"absolu~ely on,targ~t,. ',,' I', ' ' 

• ,'0',' . ~:;i l.i: 
" Q w~~n, 4~d you' come'; '£'0 'the r¢ari~ation that the 


bond ,mar.k~t wa$' ,importa'nt?', ' , 

. .~!' , \.', . ~. "r d, 


,MR,S'.,CLINTON: Hav~::-;r com~ to ,that realization? ,,' 
. ~'l 

, :~ 
" ;.. 

Q, ,,(:rnaud~ble.) 
.. ' '~., 

, ',' ' 'MRS.: CLINTON:: IItlea~l,'l1eCk,' you saw what I did 
,yesterday on tpe basis of" anasiriin,e ,ruinor? I mean, , who' 
ootild:take ·these' peopleseriqu'sly?:I mean, I find it a joke, 

, but, I CCime to the realization '~nd accepted' that"other people', 
toqk the, b<;mq mark~:t very, seri,Pllsly:, so' that, was one ,of the 
elements to be factored .in.' ' ,,;' <:', , ",' " 

" '1.· 

,'" 'Q ' Ye,s,' :~hat's 'rJght."',(wh9n did that,~:' ~1;>ecause, you 
can~t ,argue that tlie economic plan was a financial"'inarket 
strategy, wJ:len,yquigetright downt.,o it. 

~ { , ~ '. ' , 

" 
MRs.cLniTON:Right!~: We;ll" you know, it,lIfas 

som,ething, I was~duca1::edaboHt,,'the' ,hext sever~l m/;:mths, and 
,~Bob Rtibinwas,wonde;rful. '~I' 'mean, h.espent ,a ,lot of, time, you 

:, know" kind of, -- I' ,'didnrt' aJ,wa'¥s" agree ,with,l)im, but he spent 
, a lot ~ of time:exP.J:~.frling· i:rimeEatin,g~ and'in;-~'at:id with me 

privately ,you knoY(;; how this:::would'i all \york, you, know. 
. ;1,' .' ':,,, . 

• , .' : i '. ' ;' ,: ~ .:.:': :, ? '," ' 
'He couldl1:'t ,gl.ve" you; a lOa 'percent, guarantee, but' 

'he was,;"- I think, l)~ is' a, wo~d¢rful,,! person., I mean, I, think 
, he is justfir.$t rate',a,fld ~hares, 'Y9u k'now:, the President' s 
goals about 'iJ:1v~st;m:ent, .an~ turping" t;he In'z:ter',city around" ~ng. 
you know,the" kl.nd~ of, ,thl.ngs' that]{ept, hl.m a' demoqrat, 'durl.ng , 
th~ :"1~8~Os ~', And 89' ~~,~ '. \~!.' ~r':' ," ; 

. ~l ~. , .'~ 

"j •• 
'. 1. 
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Q Wbichwas hard on Wall street: 
. I . 

MRS. CLINTON: Which'. was very hard, you know. So I 
mean, I really -- you know.., Ii::~ally paid attention 1:;0 what 
he had t.o say.. .And, SQ :-"7 I doritt know that i ever accepted 
it, but I certainly appreciated, it; '; and you know, time has. 
proven it to be quite true. 1 . • 

'Q 'It's t.h~. thing that Hr the, short run can. help 
real people --

" . 

MRS. CLINTON: . That's,right. 

Q -- bY,redu'cing their ~mortgages and for -- I 
mean, a lot of people around here have said' it, they are 
astonished thatth~y, came. to this~~ite House and they
checked the bond market every., day. ' ' Do you -

MRS. CLINTON: Well, but ~- but it was a, -- you'. 
know, I -- nO,I don':t, but it was' ,a --,' 

I 

Q If. you don~t, .you"re,'the. last hold out. 
, {' ~ " . . 

MRS. "CLIlfTON:' It was a--it was.a -- you know, it 
was a coherent strategy,. I mean; the important thing to it 
was that it held it all together. That's wl1at I'm interested 
in. I mean, you know," it wasn.'t a little dab here and a 
little, dab t~ere, ~:t 'was a.ooh~ren~;strategy, so you could 
make a, coherent arg:ument.., , , '" '" ' , 

, You could have picked' another strategy and made 
another argument, but ' the President was persuaded that this, 
on balance, was the: right argument to make, because he had a 
big ,persuasive case that he,-:~" was in front of him. He did 
have to keep Wall Street, the investors, the capital markets 
at least feeling that he'wasn'ta communist or.something, you
know. ' ' 

And'he ha'd to keep his pOlitical base, you know, , 
feeling that he was' going to deliver for them, and he had to 
keep the middle, most of whom'didn't vote for hini, you know, 
making it possibiefor them to imagine where he was going. 
So all of it fit together~ " 

Q When he delivered, his first state of the -- or 
the address tothe':joihtsessiJon, Fepruary 17th, '93-

.: 'j' 
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fl ' 'i, 

'f, ' :;, " 
MRS. CLINTON: .Right. 

,Q -- did, you -- arid you sat uP' there with Alan 

Greenspan ,and -- ' 


MRS. CLINTON:', Right., 

QDo you remember what you s'aid to' Greenspan, and" 
what he said to ,you?'Did you say,' "Now I've really got you 
in'trouble"? 

MRS. CLINTON: I don't remember saying that. 
1 ~" 

, 
" 

Q'" .,00 .yen! rememoer' $aying, anyth,ing or having any 

sense of' 


" 
! 

MRS. CLINTON: ' No,7 Just -- I: don't 'remember that.
, , 

Q I mean:, 'there --' 
,/ 

MRS • CLIN~ON : You kno~, I d,on' t 'remember·, 'but 
". . .. 

(End side 1.) 

MRS. CLINTON: '-- ~t all,. an'd I hac:;t had a meeting 
'with Chairman Greenspan -- I don't know" days or a couple 
weeks, earI ier, 'aboqt' health C~i:'e. And ',we, -..;. you know, and I 
thought, again -:-.- ,~meah,I"thought he made a lpt of ' sensei I 

,mean, the way he,saw the world 'and how"we were transitioning 
from a period when ;obviouslymoneta~y pplicy was 
insu~ficient. ' ' , . 

: , 
, And what 'had ,driven'the budget decisions in the 

Reagan,:""Bush years had' undermined a, ,lot of our economic 
stability and 'all of that, arid the'role'health care played in 
it, which was:, what ;we were talking about. And I thought that 
he was being extrem,ely understanding and, you know" kind' of 
appreciative of what the tough'decisions the Preside.ry.t was 
willing to make w'e:r;-,e. 

" So I meary, even thQugh, I, don't, -':"" say, I don't, even 
understand half of' :what his ~rguments. are :...- 'I meqn, I don't 
get into that, b1J,t,I did: believe that he was --,and this may 
sound corny, but I:believe all. of these men were patriots. I 
mean, I really believed thatevery'qne of them, whether it 
was ,Bentsen or Rubin, or Panetta, or Greenspan, or 
whomever .:..- and that's'what I wanted for,my husband's 

'j.
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"presici'ency. 

,,'\ ' ';":,:'., ',,';, ' , '; 

I 'mean, ,I:,wanted to, g,et ,~everybody 'moved'to a' point 
where they"weretal'king about, the 1 ,6ountry, and t.~e' gO,cd' of the 
country. And';,that',s ,wliat T fart like with ,these guys," ' 

• > '. ' 

. .' : .' . . '.i: . -,' r·'" . :." . . ,
,Q,But,I 1f''';' I don't;,:7-'~ay:F ~sk you ;..- do',you, 
thi'nk Bob Do,le is a: p'atr~pt? :This ~s, all' -:-' I';'m just; 
curious~,because ?r;taenspan'on,that ,sici~'is normal:J.y thought 
of on ,the other Sl.de.- ,.,;

,of: the '.fence. 
- ". 'There's nO'-

. :;", . , 

< ' 
. 

MRS. CLI~TbN:"." I:, tnink 'th~t, 'in the narrow sens~ 
I'm usii:l9 the word :--: that' he toften' puts 'par.tisan. political 
advanta'ge above: what is gooci'~,for' th~ cOJlntry , ',and ,that is, 
what we.'re trying, tio avoid. . '\ ", 

• . '. . ..:f ,. '. ; \ '. ,l : ~ • 

,'(L~ AJ1dGi:~enSp~)1 y~,U):~aw, pat:doing t~,~t?, 
MRS. 'tLI~rOtl.: ,T~~t;"~'-wha~~I'believe""':about ,him:, He 

may be wrol1g; -he maybe"inisguide~, butt pon 't:-..,. 'I' think he,,' 
tries ,to avold thfrikillg' about:, , like:; J:he "96 republican 
primary ip New Hampshir,e ,"for "example ~.:' "'<, , ' 

. .' ~!. " . ' . 

" 'QAnd ad! a p:tact:i~al 'm~'t~et.1\" d6,y6U 'kriow,:that he, 

" Greenspan, ,through :!:;ol\le.memQs.,a.nd Qiscus~ionsi essentially'; 

set the 'deficit reductiont:.arget for ,the economic, plan? ' 


• .' ' ,::/:~~ '~'," ".~:. ,"~"j • ~! .:" .. :'. . .'. ' "",, j 

, MRS~ CLINTON:" ~o, ,I (iJ1,audible)~, ' 
~~ , , ) ~ ,'. , .. 

Q ' 'Oka.}i:. "The ,;..~ 'talking to 'lots of people put the 
Camp David-,.. famqus'camp'David retreat~-

. .' " :.' , :~: ' . \.~:. ... ', :..... .' :. ~ 

"MRS.' CLINTON: 'Right. .., '";'., 
, l. ~. .' ":' . ; 1," 

• t' .. 

Q ~~' the;' first 10: days ,of' tbe' pri'esidency., At the' 
end, or I guess it<wa:s, at:the'morning session,peoplesaid 

'you gave a very" fa¢~inatirig talk,and ..,: .... thatw'as very" 
important~ the sett,ing, the: directi9n., ,And it ,began with,' 

, thi'sidea: tha,tthE!, \1.2' years6~ republican mess ,WOUld not be 
solved overnight. ",Does tha:t sound',"'!..~" '". " ,,' 

:' , ~ ",~ , 

MRS. CL~I~TON ::' ,'Right .. : Rigbt~. ' 
\ . ' . ;, (. ~' ..-:: " ~ 

.. ": -,".; ': .' .... ".' ,:':" :~.' " ,'\ . . .".'-' ;.'

", "Q ,The adml.,nl.stratl:'Ofl, would have' to communl.cateto, 
peoplethat"'thecountry was going on ,a ~ourney. ., 

, .', ::. " , -." ....,:., .,' " . ' . ". . 

\ ';..... '.
" , ' , ,'MRS. .CLiNT'ON :,,' ,:RlgJ'it.' R:i.9ht:-~" 'I' 

~ :'.1" ." '. ' . 
'.! . 
" .,.' 

, "~ 
. }1,, , , 

" 
~ : 

'" ,.j<: . ; ~ • "" : ••: 
, • ..', 'I l '-t ' '," ,~.' '. 
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Q I told. George, I'm thinking o'f a t,itle for this 
book,' and I'm not a'tall locked in,' but one alt~rnativeis, 
The Journey. 

MRS.' CLINTON: Well,that"~ the w,ay I feel about 
it. 

Q Tell me how you 

, ~S. CLINTON: . I talkedahout what he ,had done in 
Arkansas. When hebecame'governor"the' first time, even, 
there were so many '.problems to deal with, and he set about 
attacking them'allat once. And he was the darling of the 
sort of --.you know, reformer-liberal press, such.as it is • 

. . Q Right.: 

MRS. 
" 

CLINTON:, ,But he ~- , , .... 

. :1·"",.· 

Q ~he four people down there •. 
.' 

,I ... 
MRS. CLIN:,;[,ON:' . The four. people down there., But he 

didn't -- 'he.didn't' describe the journey that he was starting 
off on· in ways t:t:ta't; people could understand.', .When ~ecame 
back in '83, he didi .andso tha't even though unemploYment was 
'in double digits ,iri'many'counties for ,the next four ..or five 
years, he could in good conscience go to people a~d say, here 
are the steps we are taking. . If .Y0~ take them with me, if 
you understand them, if you take your, responsibility and go 
forward,' this jourriey will lead us ,to better ,times. 

'. ' . 
And I mean Arkansas;,today,. has, a low unemployment 

rate. Many of the .econo1ll,ic 'and educational, reforms that, you 
know, he championed:, and that. were put into place, were part 

. of the explanation of .the journey. . 

And what :I wanted to just emphasize and remind 
people of is that all during'th,~ campaign we had talked about 
that wonderful quote from Isaiah, you know, where. there is no 
vision, the .people :perish. 'Well, the vision is, in a sense, 
the description of 'thejouriley that you're going' on, .and that 
if we got bogged down into'bond market talks 'and deficit 
:reduction numbers ,those' were tools,. '. They. were not the 
vision, they were: riot the journey•. They did not, tell people 
where thisPresiderit wanted our country to go. 

~ I.• , • , ,.,. " 

• ,;:'. '. ','. '. '1. ,.~ . ,. ' ",' ,. • .' • , ,~ .' • 

We had Cl':y/onderful :$tory to tel!, 'and l.t was the 
'., l'· ' 
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only way to keep people involved in what were' going, to be 
some tough tiines. :I JIlean, I'm from "the other shoe will 
drop" school 'of pol:itics.', I mean, you know, when you're up, 
I look for the'shoe store. I.'seem to be seeing them all, 
now, but I mean, you know, I really believe'it's that kind 
of, you know, process. So you have, to have some idea of what 
the journey is. '{' 

" 
Q !in<;i YO,~ said, you need, milestones along the way ~ 

MRS; CLINTON:' Right . Right • 

. 'Q 'And th~t you need to dev'isea simpl~story with 
characters 'and 6bj~ctive, .. a beginning, middl~, and end.' 

MRS. CLINTON,:Right~ 

'Q And i\ has to come from amoral.point of view. 

MRS. CLINTON: Rig'ht. , .'I 

e· 

Q, Good rtote-takers'and good sources. Then you 
said you and this is,' true, a little controversial. Y:ou 
show people what you're.willing to fight for when you fight 
your friends. You'!3aid that in the'context of' fj.ghting the 
unions in Arkansas.:',' 

I ' ;." 

MRS. CLINTON: When I talked about the education 
reform. 

Q Right'~, 

. 

MRS. 'CLINTON: 'Yes. And that .,;,.- ;,it was, up until 

Billl's'being Presid~rit, was,p~rtainlythemost ,painful 
political experience tha't I liad,' ,because it was very tough, 
but it ,was' the right thingt0 40. ," And it -,- it ~ven -- a lot 
of those who fought: us knew.better"and they were fighting 
the last war, by 'fighting us on sett'ing' 'standards' and making 
sure teachers were icompetent. . , 

, " 

Q And tllen i twent through this, you' know I 'what 
are the objectives',: what are our priorities going to be? And 
I think Warren Christopher suggested lawyerly caution, and a 
lot of people said you got up ,and gave a ringing speech in' 
favor of looking fora lot, and ,said, why are we here if we 
don't go for it? 

, ' 
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MRS.' CLINTON: Well, that's what I believe. I 
mean, it's not .:.- I mean, it's hardly worth living in this 
house, and the confines that we're ~ubjectedto, if you don't 
feel like you're dqing the w6rkthat you were sent to do,so 
it's not a hard chdice for .e. ., 

Q And then the whole kind of communication 

strategy for the eccmomic.plan grew out of that?· . 


MRS ~ CLINTON:. Right~' R,i.ght. 

Q And i~ worked. 

MRS. CLINTON: For a whil·e. 

Q It workeci lor ......... well/ quite a while. 


MRS. ·CLIN·TON: Yes~. Yes~: and all the -- yes. And 

when it. was revived, it.-worked agal.n. It kind of went 

through a slough,ahd then it came :back. 


Q '. And it. -:'.":"th?lt's what I've spent hUI'}dreds of 

pages tracking. An'dwhat was the' first brick wall you ran 

into, as you saw'it'?,.:· My,':".,... I mean,the stimulus package has 

a lot -- is that .,....:..or what ,would ypu identify?, 


MRS. CLINTON:'·. I'm., -..: I'm -- you know, this ,·was 
dur,ing the time my ·:fat;.hergot. sick,.: and I was gone a lot, and· 
I really don't hav~ a lot of memories ~f .this time ,that are 
very precise. I think .that" the stimulus package -- we did 
not do a good job in preparing and explaining, and in putting
it out front all by itself. " 

I mean, I' don't -- 1- don't think it should'have 
ever been cut, you 'know. It should have been either part of 
the overall budget .--.'but. the 'idea, obviously, as you know,' 
was to try to get some action.going so people could. see 
results. Those milestones th~t, you know, I was talking 
about, and that certainly the President believes in-- and we 
jUpt -:-- one thing we've only.begun ..to --we only began to 
learn is the·paceat which the congress works. . 

I think you can't underestimate' how different an 
environment 'it is when you're used;tohaving a regular 
legislative session that lasts 60,to 90· d~ys, in which 
everything is done'~' and the' gover'por, stays' up 'all the time" 
he .',s his own floor' leader,

.' 
he 's his owneverythirig -- and the 
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'pace at wh;ich the cong.ress institutionally proceeds. So that 
was .--~,yoU:·know, 'tHere were some misunderstandings about how 
much we could geit dpne, soon., ' 

'.'- ',," Q And y~u were personally frLIstra.ted, that the 

health care plan had' to be,' delayed. 


MRS. CLINTON: I -- no, 'I ,was not personally 
frustrated. I -- I,mean, we tried a lot of dj,fferentangles 

, on that, and several members,: of congr,ess came early and sai,d 
we should - 

Q Mitch~ll, Gel?hardt, (;inaudible) • 

MRS. CLINTON: I don't remember Mitchell. 

Q Agreed'with you ~J:lat it should'be'put i:n the 
reconciliation. 

MRS. CLINTON:, I don't remember. I can't -- I know 
Dick Gephardt did. , I just can' t ~e"1Dember about George, 
Mitchell right now.' But anyway, they -- there were others in 
addition to DickGephardtand-~ that wanted it all to go 
into reconciliation,' because you only needed ~1 vote. To 
me -- I mean, I'didn't have an opinion. It sounded like a 
good idea to me, if tbey,thought it was a good idea, but, you 
know, they c~uldn't get it done. 

You know, we just -- this was something that was 
unfolding. I mean": you know -- you know, frustration denotes 
that you're trying ,to get something, and you couldn't'get it. 
I mean,_ this was a :learning process" you ,know. ,They came to, ' 
us and said, maybe ,we should get it.Jn a -~ the 
reconciliation package. They explored that,." It wasn't 
PQssibl.. ' , 

.... '.' 
We went on, and as we" learned more about the way 

,the congress workS,' and as we, learned more about how we 
needed to keep the ,focus on one big' issue at a time, you 
know, it turned out to be a blessing in disguise. So I mean, 
it 'was never ' ' 

QBut i~'s a, ,it's a great story from -:- I ,mean, 
the ups and downs, and ins "and 'outs, and the acquired ,self
definition for the ·administration that goes through the final' 
August victory. It's got -- there', s a '""-: there was a review 
in, "The New York Times'" book review about some novel, ~nd 
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they said,' keep 'always keep·Y9~:t;'hero:introuble. 
'. , 

that. 

, . 
,', MRS.. cLp~ir.oN:.well, ~ we~r~ doing a: good job of 

.' ,.' • " ; '. ", , " • . , • I' • ~,' . 

" 'I 

,,' ,,'Q I·: dOI:t~:}:,:h~~etQ. do ·anyJ~ork,;:h~re.;' I just --,.I 
mean, :there'-- if'-:"';';"but:you kno:w;I'what th~ -- the: charting 
i:;; what· lim doing, 'and what is important is, you bumped into 
i:f"different cultl.ireL~' here in Washington; obv-lousiY. And was 
:there a ipom~nt wher{ ,~,-~.an:d(!gain, ,Ii'm looking for moments 
when you -~ 'you, and ; youi;' ',husband :-+.: sa id, you know,' this' is 
real~y a ~ifferent;¢qlt~re. ThiS!' is notwhpt,.we're used ·to 
dea~l.Ilg wl.th. :. "';,"":' ' ',"'" "'. ,.' " 

.J 

, MRS ,~: CL±Ni,rQ~:f' Oh,' ,1· thJl1kth~r~', were. a ' number' of 
such moments. ".' And1ttley' were'a copst,ant' rE:welation .It 
was -- .~, '.' 

" , .' Bob. 
I . 

, ,;, 

',to ' 

MO~E' "~'" 
, 
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MRS.' CLINTON: , Oh,. I'd have to think about it, 
ineari,' not' ~-it, j:\lstwas ~- ,i~: was just constant,ly being 

r.ev~aled to t,us,.:~n9:sQ,niany"diff,~:t;~Il:t (ispe<?ts to" it. I mean,' 
I had :"",-" I had, a.'"womansay to/me -~.' she sal.d, what YOll don't 
understand abdut :th;is:town is', that the.y can fight about 
'is,sues all they: wan:t, but,they don,'t real·ly care about them; 
What they really ca;re a:pout 'is who:)::hey sit' next, to at 
dinner.' ';,. ' ",' ; ,::' ," 

" , " , 
t'" • 

. ± mean" ;;:{,j~'st --::'I" ~eari':,'; I, 'was stunned. I mean', 
that shows,:\.I ,gu'ess:,my'provincialism. I mean, .I was 'stunned 
by that kind o~ (inaudible')'~' ': . ' 
""', " 

, 'Ii 
Q' Did ,.f!.a:an,,~,qreenspanever confide to you his 

observation, which ;~s stark andimpt;:>r1=:Cint',:' it1s'a ,.townfull. 
of evil peopl~. ,:. :,', , 

. . ' 
' MRS,~ CLI~T()N::H,e:h,l?ver, said"that, but I think a 

number" of p~ople,hav$ said things like that, and I - you 
know, 'I tak~ that'\.il.th a,'poum~ of s~alt.- I mean, I think that 
there, are' instit.utipnal, fOFces~t wc;>rk' that c(!~,se people to 
'see their self~int~fes~,andact in pertain.wa~s~ and I'm - , 
c~ttainly' there a~~)'~,v:il --I: bel1evia .in .evil, and, I' think. '. 

",:th~re areev11, peopl~ i:ri ,tl)e \i7orld. ' '. . ..... '" . . " 
." t ":,,!,"' . ' ." "./: . " .. ,' " ,", .' /

B.ut I,think,thatwh'at "happens"here-- and I don't 
know quit,e,' how to "deal. with it<'-~ istha:t there is! ',?l,rush to 
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 judgment, 'there is a ki!ld of a roller coaster effect that 
seems to be part of the psyche, you: know. I mean, there's 
something about the: adrenalin rush' t:hat,"by going up and down 
and being part of somebody,else going up and down, and all 
that comes with that, that is self-perpetuating. So I don't 
have any' insight.' : ' , " ' 

. Q W~l:) ,there a I mean,' one, of, the moments 
there wa's a meeting, iIi the Roosevelt Room' on health c:;:are', and 
it was the moment after'your' husband found out that his' 
investments were going to be shredded because of the caps on 
the budget.. And he gave ,.a little'ta.lk about, we-- you know, 
we're going to wind up'beingthe'Eisenhower republicans, 
here. We're for deficit reduction, free trade --where are 
'the democrats? 

MRS' ~ CLINTON: Right. 

Q Rememb~r,that?, 

,..'" 

MRS~ CLINTON:':Yes,I remember him saying something 
like that, yes. 

',

What did you thiXlk?Q' 

MRS. CLINTON: I thought he had a good point. 

Q And someone said, you~now -~ quoted you as 
saying; we've done the responsible good government thing 
which will get democrats beat, butwa cleaned up the mess we 
inherited. 'Once' ,we pass reconciliation, there will be 
another"boost., ' 

MRS. CLINTON: That's what I thought. 
, " ,+':: f 

:Q Is,that --, 
,i 

MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely. I mean, 'I -- see, I see 
this as, 'a marathon, not a s,print, which is one of my 
huSband's 	favorite p'hrases. And'that's a good title. 

Q It's been used. 

MRS.CLINTON:,Oh,'has it? 

Q Ona lousy book about the '76 campaign. It was 
one of the -- it ,was the Witqo (phonetic) for Germond 
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(phonetic) perennial yarn., 

MRS. CLINTON: Well,.tllat's too bad. 

Q Yes. 

MRS,. CLINTON: ~ut Y0U know, I -- I mean, the thing 
that Bill convinced me of early on is that nothing else could 
happen until the budget was passed, and that everything that 
he could do to get that budget passed -- going back to what 
Lloyd Bentsen_ .said in January -- he -needed the victory to 
build on. And you've got -- you've got the resolution passed 
sooner without· -~-with more support than any r~solution had 
had in a long time. . 

Then'. it was just going to be", you know, trench 
warfare until you get the budget passed. So ·that' s what ',1 
believed. 

Q Do yo~remember when'he .said that to-you? 

.. MRS. CLINTON: Oh -"'" no, I don't remember when he 
said that to me. But he said'it,to me a number of times., It 
wasn't just one occ?!sion that he sai9.that. 

Q When,. and then' in May it got ,to the point 
where 'you reached to bring Dave'Gergen into the White House. 

MRS. CLINTON: Right •. 

Q Anq he saiq publicly that he had a one-on-one 
session with you. 

i, 

MRS . 'CLINTON : ' Right. 

Q Do you: remember that? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, sure. . 

Q What did he say ,.and what did you say? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we had ·known each other for a 
long time through the Renaissance weekend ,activities, and I 
knew '-;",1 mean, when Mac and Bill' were considering this, y"u 
know, they talked with me about it, and I thought it was a 
wonderful idea, and still do. I'm very, you know, very 
pleased about what he's add,ed, and told him that night when 
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we met -~ and really, 'we met in part· because Bill was coming 
in from somewhere.. I:don't know ,where he was. 

Q Yes, that's -- Philadelphia.' 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, but -- and he wasn'.t going to 
get there till,. like, 11: DO,. and so -

Q Mem~ry. See, this-- I want. to that's 
exactly· right. 

MRS. CLIN';r'ON:. I think that I think that's 
right, yes. 

Q Yes • 

. MRS. CLINTON: And':so I waswaitj.ng up for Bill, , 
and theilDavid came'overto wait.for Bill~ So we kind of sat 
and talked,' and we' 'talked about, you, know, wher'e I .saw ' 
things, and what· I ·thought,' a):)out ,where. w.e. were on a lot of 
issues, and how, -- : : " .... . 

Q Do. you reIl}einber what,' ·specifically what you 
< 

MRS.··CLINTON: No. ,I mean, ,I think it's probably 
pretty -- you know,'.pretty predictable, stuff about how, you 
know, I really' thought ,the budget was, you know, importa·nt. 
We had to get ourselves better organized, but we also were 
not communicating effectively, and ··that we -- we didn't know. 
how to handle a lot of the inevitable attacks that were 
coming .. 

And every ...;- in part, I .think, something that has 
not, maybe, been talked about is, you know, the President's 
pledge. to cut the White House' staff by 25, percent, and then 
his decision to take on even more work than anybody had ever 
taken on, and that permeated the entire White House. I mean, 
we had more mail than"you know, in' three 'months, than Bush· 
got in a year. ' . 

. W,e had more, visitors than'they -- I mean, the, place 
was just absolutt;!ly overloaded,. and:, a' lot of the people who 
had come right from the'campaign were, exhausted. There was 
just a' -- our refl,e;xes were slow . "I mean, ' we were not 
responding. We weren i t getting infprroation out. " We were' not 
handling problems,.and I thought p~:rt of it was because we 
just --we didh't,have ap,ybody with. the perspe6tiv~ that 

~_ i' 

'\' :' 

.~: . " 
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David could bring to us .. 

Q :Was th~ goal to bring him in for communications, 
or was it to signal 'a kind of centrist shift? 

~S. CLIN~ON: I never saw it as the latter. I 
mean, I knew that people would interpret that, which was 
fine. I mean, there were a .lot of people out there you could 
bring in for a centrist shift,that ;1:, don't think would be 
added value to what,we were doinginthe.White House. I, 
mean, he was coming in becaus'e, of washington experience, some 
comparative experience. He had actt,lally been in the White 
Hou~e befor~, and that was pretty rar~among our White House 
staff folks~ 

Q Was heanx~ousto do'it; or reluctant? 

MRS ~ CLINTON: '.NO',: .. I thought ~~' I thought he was - 
again, I mean:, I'd use the word patrio.t. I mean, he really 
liked Bill, and he had co.me to admire Bill over the years, 
and I think he' also; shared a lot .of, ,'Bill's unease about, 
underlying problems. in the country being neglected'. He'd 
done a lot of writing and thinking' about that, so Ithink,it 
was a' combination' of his ,regardfo:r:l

: 'Bill, 'his level' of .' 
comfort with 'Mack McLarty", whom he spent time with, ,:and his 
sense of servic~ ,to th~ country.' . 

Q Did he'ask you'about theperqeption that you 
'were kind of the liberal denfocrat?: 

MRS. CLINTON:' 'Yes,' he d1d., 

Q Do you'r~member what you replied? 

MRS. CLINTON: I don't remember. I would have 
said, I'm sure --" bepause I've been ,asked that before -- is 
that I think that's a misunderstanding of me and where I have 
been, and am, in another kind' of attempt to sort of 
stereotype Bill and. me by sort of" paint.ing me as X and :him as 
Y,' or whatever. So. ' .. 

, ~.\ 

MRS. CLINTON: And "dld you say:" at 'heart" I'm a 

pragmatist? 


MRS. CLINT9N.:lwouldn't· be surprised if I did; 

because I think 'I a;m •. you'.know ,'·l' ;think I -_. Lmean, I,',m 

interested in real"people'is probl,ems being ~olved, ,and I 


, . 
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, don't, think there are these sort of ideologIcal answers out 

there. I though,t thpt's what 'the fall of communism was 


. about.. .' '{'" 


A PARTICIPANT: ,Bob, we have to (inaUdible). 
, 	 ' 

, QOkay, 'good. Real 'quick, ,then, :on -- th'ere's a 
famous solarium meeting right before the fourth of - 

MRS. CLINTON: A famoussoiariuni,meetil1g. 

,Q ,Yes. 

A PARTICIPANT: It will be famous~ (Laughter.) 

, ,MRS., CL;f'NTON: Talkabout,how ni~elY I had it 
redecorated, will'you? (Inaudible) ,talk about the solariw:il. , , 

Q' I'd like, to see it. l;'dlike,to -- was it -- it 
had been decorate~, then?' , 

, , ' 

MRS. CLINTON,: It, really was pretty, you"know. 

wanted every meeting,I,could have up there. It:wasso 

pretty. , 	 ,;' ' 

Q 'And ,it'liadbeen redecorated? 

,MRS. CLINTON: Well'; it was all faded, you know. 
, The stuff hadoeen :the::t'e for a long t1me. 

': ' 

Q And this is at. a juncture': when';'things are not 
going well, and there is one'thing that ~- pattern -- that 
interests me in these meetings. You will sit there, and then 
you wait until the .end~ frequently;;, ,to offer some thoughts.
Is that ',correct? ' " , 

MRS. ,CLINTON:' Lots, of times, not always. 
I 

Q Why :i5 that? Is,that.'I"';' 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, maybe I don't know what I'm 
going to say. I mean, you know, ,I want to sort of get a 
sense of what's going,'on in the meeting, ,and also" I have , 

, 	 tried very hard, YOu know , to', be helpful, and not to be, you 
know, I'm the President/or something., I mean, I'm conscious 
of how people on the c>utsidesort of think about my strange 
role" qltho\l.gh it's not ,that much stranger than anybody who 
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has e~er.been here before~ but it's more explici~: 

A~d so T· -~ you know, I'm trying -- I'd consider 
myself as a peer with these folks. I do not consider myself 
in any way set apart or above, and so I participate fully and 
some people like that, and some people don't like that. But 
from my perspective.that's the fair way to do, and I'm 
.willing to say what I think, and I.like people to say what 
they think, and so that's-- you know, I don't think there's 
any particular point at which I choose to do,that. 

Q And' at the end of that· meeting', which was about 
message, and about whether the" gasoline tax should be 
dropped, and· so. forth,' you said words to the effect· that 
what's happening here :isunacceptable and unfair to· Bill. 
Why did you think that?, You . can help me. . . 

MRS. CLINTON: Because I thought that for a variety 
of circumstances·to.omuch of the ,burden of actually carrying 
out his policies was bei~g put on him. " And I had seen it 
before. I mean, it'$ notonlyhis'personality, which is very 
inviting of different points of vi!3w,' and very absorbing as 
he kind of. synthesi.zes information, . :it.' s al~Q that he's. very 
smart. 

So lots of times people will kind of stop short of 
full preparation because they bel,ieve that 'when they get to 
see the President, he will have .thought about 10 more things 
they wouldn't have' thought of, sqtheymight as well just go' 
see him. ,'And there 'was just too much of the burden being 
placed on· him personally" you know.' . 

.He was the 'c:::::ongressional liaison'in too ,many" 
instances. 'He was~he message person in too many" instances. 
l.le was the press'sP9kesman :"'-I'meap you just have to go down 
the functions, and that I thought we were in danger of 
putting him irt the position -- I think I used the phrase, you 
know, like, sort of the mechanic. in chief, you know•. 

Q Yes., that's right (inaudible) ~ 

MRS.• CLINTON: He was being put into the position 
of being the person who kind of had to keep tinkering with 
this, instead, of the person, the ,President,' who had a moral 
voice, who had a vision, who was going to lead us on this 
journey.' And anybody who has heard him speak as he can,' 
whether it's the Memphis speech or I heard last night at 
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the United Negro CoiLlege Fund he,. was just unbelievable. You 
,know, that's whatw9want people to hear. 

'And the budget is a tool.·' The budget wasri't an 
end-all. The budget'was a tool to ,state 'new values. And I 
kept going back.to that, that'itshouldn't be seen as a,' 
quote, economic document.' It is a values statement. We were 
doing, something forwork'ing people. We were doing something 
for small businesspeople.' , 

We 'were beginning 'to reverse what we saw as the 

unacceptable acquiescence and greed that occurred in the .. 

'80s. We were doing ,a lot of those things, and that's what 

he should be bllking about. So:that's probably what I said. 


QAnd you felt that the political people 'and the 
economic people were coor¢iinating~ and you said at, one point, 
it's not Bill's job. 

MRS. CLINTON: , Right. . Right! ' 

Q This has to, be ~c()()rdi,nated. 

MRS. CLINTON: Right. 

Q And at one point you even said, it sometimes 

seems that we decide -- we sPend ~ore time deciding on a 

Friday ,night movie than you guys spend devising and 

coordinating his strategy. 


,MRS. CLINTON: I probably said something like that, 
but we also had the problem of not physically coordinating 
the parts of our team, and I had seen that over the past 
several months. So starting in, probably, April, I had begun 
working to put together a, war room: for the health cares 
effort. 

Q Th~t's right. 

MRS. CLINTON,: . Because' the Whi1:e House is . 
dysfunctional in its use of space." It is --it does ,not give 
you enough space in the West Wing, and the OEOB is so spread 
out it!s very hard ,for all .thepeople whp have comparable 
'functions to. be grouped together the way we were in the 
campaign ~,i;,~' , 

So part of what I said at that meeting'was that, 
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you know, we had gone -- we had done a' lot of t.he work to get 
. a war room tog~ther.· You know, the wiring and this was a 

huge undertaking because --'you know, when ~e ciame here the 
. phone system didn' t even work. 

Q I understand, and you gave -- right. 

MRS. CLI:NTON: Ime~n, yO'll know, t'his ,...- it's' very 
hard to be coordinating with the congress, with 535 people, 
when you can ,·t have a· phone system to be responsive. Sol 
said, take the war room and do somethi.ng with it., 

" Q And, .the last' thing. I wo'uld ask: the. day of 

victory, August 5th, 'it passes .the house; August 6th, it 

finally passes' the senate.. ,Do you remember what you were 

doing? Or were you at the victory celebration? 


, ". ~: . , ~ 

.." 

MRS,. CLINTON:.. Oh, yeah, oh, yeah. ,We were, you 

know, thrilled. 


Q Tell :me wha,t your husba,nd said to··you whEm it 

finallY passe4? .;' 


MRS •. CLINTON: He said,' now we ca.n get' on with what 
we really came here to do. You know, because -- I mean, what 
he really beli.eved .was' ·that you -had to p~esent a responsible 
budget that was·honest.and that'you could'begin to build 
people's confid.ence again .. And you know,he.never lost sight

. of. that. ~nd then he knew he could.' finally' turn to, you - . 
know, NAFTA, and health care,' and all the other stuff that 
bad ,sort of been backed up on.him • 

. Q When did he say that to you? That night? ", Do 

'you remember? And where? Sorry to be so 


MRS. CLINTON: It was probably in the'kitchen on 

the second, floor. 


Q On the second floor? 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, because I think -- what time 

did-we have the victory cel,ebration? 


A PARTICIPANT: I remember, because (inaudibie) 
senate. You guys'-- the house, he did it in his office, but 
the senate, you guys were alone, and we ~ere 'calling back and 
forth. 
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MRS. CLI~TON·:· Right. 
. . 

A 'PARTICIPANT: And then he came down, so it was 

probably around (in~udible) 8:30. 


Q Right.; ", 

MRS. CLINTON:' Yes. Yes, and - 
, ~.,' 

Q Right. And you knew -- and you knew that you'd 
won? . You knew that you'd won: 

MRS. CLINTON: Right. Right. Right. We knew we'd 
won. And from -- and you kn6w, it was ~- it was 

A PARTICIPANT: Only after the (inaudible) speech. 
,r 

. MRS. CLINTON: Yes, yes,. 'we kept watching that • 

. Q And when.""":' you.won .theelection November 3rd, 

'92, after :..- going-back to this moptent in the guest house 

where you: said -- wha:;. did you say. to hinfwhen you knew he 


. had won? . And what ·did he 'say to you? . 

MRS. 'CLI~TbN:' Well, let's.see. We were at the 

governor's mansion when: Ohio, I guess, was announced, and 

that was the final electoral votes we needed. Wasn't it? 


A PARTICIPANT: That was the coriv€mtion •. 

A PARTICIPANT: At the convention. 

MRS. ,CLINTON: No, Ohio w'as also the one that put 

us over in the electoral counts. 


A PARTICIPANT:' 'That'·s when I had that -- I 

(inaudible) the election over, like, on 30-minute 

(inaudible). .. 


" 

~ MRS.: CLINTON:' (Inaudible) poll. 

A PARTICIPANT: Yes; that's right. 

MRS. CLINTON: That" s because you, you know, you 

believe exit poll~.I don't believe exit polls. 


A PARTICIPANT: You were with you were up on the 
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e, 

second fl:-oor, because all of us were'inthe basement. 

MRS.' CLINTON: That's right. well, we were all 
together. ' 

A PARTICIPANT.: Everybody else 'was celebrating.' 
Hillary (inaudible)'i election wouldn"t listen to the 
(inaudible) wouldn't let anybody (inaudible). 

A PARTICIPANT: That's right. That's right. 

Q Okay. 

MRS~ CLINTON: 'Well, that's in 1980, when he 
lost, I 'had the man who was,the general manager of one of the 
TV stations 'call me. I thought he was going to have a very 
near-run thing. It could have gone either way, and it went, 
obviously, the wrong way. And so he called ~e and he said, 
I'm so pleased, he said~ ,Our exit, polls ,are showing Bill at 
58 percent. , And I said, yOller: exit polls are wrong,. They're 
lying to you.: And I mean; I just knew that . . { "' ' ",' 

And I knew it in New Hampshire when,--th,at Monday 
night, when Stan Greenberg showed up and -- with a big, sad, 
stan GreeI'!berg pessimist face, you know, and 

.. ' ~ 

A PARTICIPANT: Oh" yeah.
, I ' " 

Q Oh , 'yeah,. the' meltdowrt, th~mel tdowrl.' 

A PARTICIPANT: No,,~ thi~, is different. 

MRS. CLINTON: No, no, this was -- this was how -
you know, we were --, 

A PARTICIPANT: This was before the election. 
': 

MRS. CLINTON: We were falling over the weekend, 
according to all the public polls, and Monday night Stan -
it was over. I mean, ~e were, like, at -~ in, stan's polls, 
at 13" or 

, , ' 

A PARTICIPANT: Seventeen. 

,MRS. CLINTON: Seventeen 'percent. And he was going 
to brief everybody.,', I said, I'm not coming to the meeting, 
because Stan is wrong. 
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A PARTICIPANT: Right. I didn't go, either. 

MRS. CLINTON: I'm not coming to the meeting. I 
said, I've been out there. I said; either everybody 'in New 
Hampshire, is a consummate liar, or we're back up, and we're" 
going to do really well. And if the election went on another 
week we would have beaten Tsongas. 

A PARTICIPANT: The, (inaudible) was wrong. 

MRS. CLINTON: So you kno,w" I don't listen to that. 
'So it was probably -:"'I was very nervous, pacing around, 
'~aiting,for the final, you'know, person to say, and -- I 
think it was Ohio; but we should double check that. 

'A P!\RTIGI,PANT: YOli:'re probably right (inaudible). 

,Q' Okay ~ I'll check,. 

'MRS. CLINTON:" ,'And:·-....:' arid "'!':- "or at least they, 
called it with Ohio. 'They may.: s,till have been going on exit 
polls elsewhere.,' 

., 

A PARTICIPANT: Right. Right.
'." 

,Right. 

MRS., CLINTON: ' And:so,',you know',Bill, came up 
and --and 'you know, ,I just told1;lim, I said, 'you know, I 
just -:-- well, I 'told,him I loyed him very much ,and I was very 
proud of ,him. And I pan't ,im.agine anybody having gone' 
through what he'd gone through and kept his spirit and his 
optimism" and that I thought he was going to be a great 
president. And he'said, you ,think ,so? And I'said, yeah, I 
think so. 

Q Really, it's something (inaudible). I mean, he 
doesn't say "I agree" or "I, disagree." He says, "You think. 
so?" 

MRS. CLINTON: No, ,no. 'Oh, yes, he does that. ' I' 
mean, you know, if George says, 'you know,· you ought to go out 
to the helicopter now, he says, You think so? And he' just 
sort of takes it all in. 

Q What else do I need to know? 

MRS. CLINTON: Gosh, Bob, you know everything. You 
know more than I know. I mean --' 

MORE 

Diversified Reporting Servil:es, Ini:. 
918 16T~ STREET. NW, SUITE 80~ , 

WASHINGTON. O:C, '20006 

(202) 296-2929 

. , 



36 

,', , 

A PARTICIPANT: Yeah, 'You; really do. 

MRS'.' CLIN.TON: . But you know I, just want' to say, I 
think that -- I mean, this is what 'I thought people would be 
writing about when he ran for President. I mean, this is 
you know, this is what I think· is important. This is what 
I -_. I a·lways lqok .at the paper, when I read it. I'm going 
through on~ of mY' "not reading"phases, so I don't know ' . .' 
what's going on in the world, but when I·read it, I always 

. look at it and try to figure out wpat in the paperwill.stand
the test ,of history; I mean, what is important? 

, I remember saying to a bunch of journalists that I, 
had'lunch with -- remember this, back when I had some off- ' 
the-record lunch? And it was during the haircut stuff, and, 
you know, all the stuff that was going on in Mayor so, and 
they said, well, what do you think is really important? And 
I said, well -- I s~id, right now, in the last three months, 
I think the big story is at least the sustaining of reform in 
Russia, I said,. and the :t:'est ofthil?,. stuff' is irrelevant. 
It's not even going to bea· footnote~, 

So,' 'for me. ,it is very reassuring. ,I mean, I hope a 
lot of people read it. I get,discouraged'at the idea of' 
serious., books. being read and people getting some sense of how 
decisions really are made, and what's, at stake, and how' 
important it is in the daily lives of people. So you know - 

Q There:is.enough drama ,in this, enough .... ,.;. I mean, 
you' re you're. in a way you. -- L said to George I 
thought it might be a jolt to you people when you ·read this, 
because it's got so much detail. But I it's all about 
serious 

, 
stuff, so 

\ 
you know - . , ", 

' .. ,'MRS. CLINTON: But that~s I . mean., that's what we 
spend ·our.timewith. We don't spend our time sitting around 
thinking about the stuff that'people'-- and you know,.! told 
(inaudible) the 'other day, I said -- I said, you know you 
guys have got to understand. I mean, we don't sit around 
plotting and conspiring abol.lt these, you know, so-called 
scandals that you guys are concerned with. 

Q' Yes. 

MRS .. CLINTON: That is not what we care about.. And 
in fact maybe we should have paid more attention to some of 
this. Maybe we cq:uld have helped, you know, avoid ~t, but 
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peopleher~ are acting' in good faith. There are -~ 

(End of tape.) 
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