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THE WHITE HOUSE

, Offlce of" the Press .Secretary .

, For Internal ﬁse only A , ,f"» Harch 18, 1994

PRESS AVAILABILITY WITH -
THE FIRST LADY AND CONGRESSMAN ‘GEPHARDT

Q- Why was the tr1p now as opposed to last week or
next week? : :

MRS CLINTON* It was just scheduled "I had a’

jlongstandlng date to be in Denver. I don’t remember when we
- scheduled it, but it was many, many weeks ago. Then, Dick

had asked me to come to St. Louis and Senator Dan Forrest had '

“urged me to go to Washlngton Unlver51ty. "This fit in because

it seemed efficient: 'to stop either going or coming. My
engagement in: Denver was on a Monday so I couldn’t very well
stop on a Sunday, s6 we dec1ded to stop on the way back to
Washington.- : ‘

0 I know{that,the people. askedAWhitewater

‘questions and how it fits in.. How does it, though -take away
from the health care dlscuss1ons7

- MRS. CLINTON; I don’t thlnk it does take away from
the health care discussion. I don’t think it has anythlng to
do with the health care discussion. I think that it is a

- diversion’ and certainly takes some of my time that I could

otherwise spend on ‘health care. But much of the work on

1 health care ‘has now moved to the Congress. So I don’t think.

it has an’ effect .on health care.

Q Is there a llnk between’ the opp051tlon to some

- parts of the health. care program and some of the uproar over

Whltewater or at 1east those fannlng it?

'MRS. CLINTON.‘ That has been suggested. I don’t

have anythlng to add to what cthers have, suggested as belng a

poss1ble llnk.

Q . At the unlver51ty,‘there was only seven

MRS CLINTON' That'’s remarkable}
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Q They had Whltewater 51gns ‘and they were also

‘members of this area. right to life, which I know. I know

these people are opposed to certaln provisions of the health
care plan. I understand there were some banners and stuff in
Denver.- I mean, is there some sort of - people are using
it? ' . ,

MRS. CLINTON? Oh, “I'm: sure the opp051t10n is using
it because. they don’t want change in the health care system
that works in ways that | they approve of right now. I was

surprised that yesterday in Boulder and Denver there were so
~ few protestors, and even here in .St. Louis. I think that .

people are a little bit cautious about coming out into public
to protest against the health care plan because there’s
overwhelming publlc support for the underlylng principles of
the plan. , : ,

Q As Flrst Lady, I know you got this really heavy
applause (inaudible) how you had redefined the roles. On the
other hand,. there are some critics, I’m sure you’re heard all
this, on the issue of can one play it both ways or what does
one do when one is in a policy position but alse not in a
position where you can be like Nessbaum and say the heck with
it. I'm g01ng home. How do you deal w1th that? =

o MRS CLINTGN.' Well, - that has been an issue that

women in this role have dealt with for 200. years. if you go

back and read about Dolly Madison or Abigail Adams or, you
know, Mrs. Polk or Edith Wilson or certainly. Eleanor
Roosevelt, those are some -of the more dramatic examples of
women who were criticized for the roles which they played.
But that kind of .goes with the territory. I understand that

'that 1s somethlng that will happen no matter what you do.

I .want to make a contrlbutlon to my country, and I

‘want to do what my husband asks me to do to help him. I

cannot think of anything more important than his agenda for
change and ‘particularly health care. So I feel pr1v11eged to
be able to partlclpate 1n trylng to reform our health care,

system.

Q Now, is there- any c1rcumstances in. whlch you
would effectlvely, llke, step out of the pollcy~mak1ng role?

" MRS. CLINTON:’ No, unless, you know, ny husband
wanted me to do something else. But I’m doing this because .

'”he asked me to do.’ Everybody who works in the White House is
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| there because .of: my husband you know. So we’re all doing

swhat he wants to do ‘for the country in trylng to help him.

: Q Some of the press stories after yesterday were
hlntlng,-saylng well, it looks like maybe it’s the tax
problem. Some of them ‘had talked- to accountants speculatlng
on what it mlght or mlght not be. ‘

MRS. -CLINTON: You know, I am not going to respond
to people speculatlng about all of this. There’s a Special
counsel who is looking into these issues. We’re just going
to fully cooperate with him and his 1nvest1gatlon and let him

issue the report about what is or is™- not the fact

) CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT" Everybody clamored for a
Aspe01al counsel and 'one was appointed. You can only run one
investigation at a tlme. You can’t have 50 people .
(inaudible) over whatever records there are, which Mrs.
Clinton said a.number of times' ‘today ‘she never had the
records. Finally, there is one place you’ve got a lawyer
loocking at it. He'll make '@ report to the people in the
' Congress and we’ll move on.

The other thlng I want to say is that she has done
a better job: in the policy role and leadlng on an issue than
- anybody who. has ever been a First Lady in my experience. We
would not be where we are on. health care without her
‘1eadersh1p. ,

~ ‘The congre551onal budget- offlce the other day, in
evaluating the Clinton plan, said they had never seen such a
detailed comprehen51ve plan on health care. We would not be
talking about health care if she hadn't taken this on and
made lt an issue. . ‘

' Q Are you. marrled to emplcyer mandates? That

| seems to be one of the things that’s being bounced around

.Congress. . Is there employer‘manQates or is there not?

_ : MRS *CLINTON: There has to be some form of an
'employer mandate. = You cannot get to guaranteeing health
coverage for every ‘American without some form of shared
responsibility between an employer and employee unless you
have a single payor system which substitutes a broad-based
tax for the entire insurance premium system.

Q Are reporters the cnly people who really ask you

MORE

- Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
" 918 161 STREET, N.W. SUITE 803

. " . WASHINGTON, D.C.. 20006

: {202) 296-2929




about thls'J .

: MRS. CLINTON' Yes, yes. ‘I have never ever had any
single person, other than-a Journallst ask me about this for
the last two years.-,‘ _ ' ' o

, CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT. People are 1nterested in -’
their health care.. They re interested in the crime problem.
They’re interested in the economy and thelr job. That’s what

people are 1nterested 1n. : : :

» MRS. CLINTON:i‘You know what, I think the other
thing is suppose: everything everybody had ever speculated or
made up about this thing came true. It still doesn’t amount
.to anythlng I mean, it is like a nonevent 'in real people’s
lives which I think'is a credit to ‘the American people
because they re trylng to make thelr ‘government work agaln.

: They want the Congress and the pre31dent to work
‘together to solve their problems. .' They are t1red of
. political attack dogs and gridlock and excessive - ,
- sensationalism. . So' I think it’s a credit to our country that
they want us ‘to be talklng about health care, whlch is what
we’re going to keep talklng about - ’

Q Sometimes you've talked about a zone of prlvacy'

o or what anybody should have.” Is it p0531b1e7

© MRS. CLINTON' oI don’t know,‘but it should be.

Q Some of thls current (1naud1ble) seem to begin
"when the treasury meetings came to llfe, when people found
. out about them. Looking back on that, 15 there-‘any thoughts
.you have about that° ; , L -

MRS. CLINTON: I have nothing to say about that.
: o o P (. g
Q Do we expect more health care trips?

~MRS. CLINTON: I have been making health care trips
for a year. I have been in probably 25 states. I will
continue to travel:on behalf of health care. It is the most
~ important thing that I feel I can do to make. my contrlbutlon
.to our country Nothing is going to stop ne.

» So I just want to put anybody who thlnks that this
will derail health care on notice, that this is much blgger_
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than anythlng they might come up w1th or try to fabrlcate.
. We’re going to get it done this year because the’ pres;dent is
commltted to 1t and the Congress is committed to 1t.

Q When you mean. "thls," you mean'> :
MRS CLINTON' Health care reform thlS year.'

Q Wlth Chelsea, how does she handle all this stuff

‘that’s going on and seeing these front page headllnes° I’ve
qot my own klds. '

.~ MRS. CLINTON: ‘She,knowsothat it’sﬁanother example
of politics run amuck, and she’s been involved in following
pOllthS for her whole life because her father has been in
~it. She’s known from a very young age that one of the
unfortunate consequences of public service is that people
will lie about you. They will make up storles about you.“
They will try to undermine you.. |

N She takes 1t for what it is, which is a form of
negat1v1sm that is very unfortunate but apparently part of
our polltlcal process these days. She doesn't pay much
'attentlon to it at all as- we. do not .

o Q Does that dlscourage people from runnlng for -
pre51dent or anythlng else° ‘ .

MRS. CLINTON° Well I would thlnk it would. I
thlnk the number of ‘people who are leaving the Congress this
year, announcing -their resignations because they no longer
feel that they can have a life and put up with the kind of

attacks and innuendo and sensationalism that has just gripped

Washington and our political system is.‘a very sad commentary
on our democracy -at this point 1n hlstory.

o I, trylng to get beyond any personal con51deratlon, .
am concerned about how we’re going to solve . our big problems .
‘when we allow ourselves to. be consumed by the kind of stuff
‘that 1s affectlng our polltlcal environment.

CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: . Tonya Hardlng one week and
somethlng else the next It’s juet one sensatlonal story
after another. I must say that this newspaper is unique in
that it does not engage in. the sensatlonallsm and printing
‘rumors and the rumor mongering that’s gone on in so many.
It’s unfortunate. I don't know whether it’s the competition
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that everybody faces or what 1t 1s. It's awful.

MRS CLINTON. Well I thlnk what has happened is

that the business aspects of journallsm have overwhelmed a
lot of the other considerations and roles. I understand that
it’s a business and people feel a lot of pressure, but
there’s a very important reason the First Amendment exists.
‘ . It exists so that good information can be fairly
. and objectlvely made ‘available to the public because the
public in a democracy can make the right decision. That’s
very hard to do if they can’t get that. 1nformatlon because
it’s screened out by sensatlonallsm. ~

‘Q One last- questlon' What do you thlnk about
rlverboat gambllng7 o A

CONGRESSMAN‘GEPHARDT: I'm for it.
(An‘interrﬁption in the interview.)

- CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: - Inside we talked with senior
citizens about the health care plan and, in particular, the
inclusion of prescrlptlon drugs and medlcare. - It was.a very
good meeting. Like all the meetings the First Lady has had
across the country, it’s really helplng us’ pass health care
thls year in the Congress.” :

Q Are you now saying it is llkely that you
:overestlmated your Whltewater losses?

MRS. CLINTON' No, I'm not saying that. I'm saying
that we don’t know what. all the -documents are going to tell -
us until they’re all collected because we didn‘t keep the
documents. We didn’t keep the records. We’ve done the very
best we-could all through thls based on what we knew to give
" a very accurate plcture. ~

But I don’t want to say any more because it’s all
1n the hands of the special counsel right now. I want to
continue to fully: cooperate to glve them every shred of paper
that mlght in any way bear on any of their questlons and let
them issué their reports, and then we'll all see’ what is
. best. : .

Q But at‘thisomoment,“you can’t say that the exact
figures. you quoted back then are the correct figures?

et
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MRS CLINTON' I can say that they were the correct
flgures and are so far as I know, but I’m not going to make

| any more statements .until we have every piece of paper and we

can review every plece of paper.  You know, I’ve paid no
~attention for the last year to this whole thing. I worked on
health care. That’s what I care about. That’s‘what I think
the country cares .about. R _ a S

: Slnce the epe01a1 counsel has been app01nted we
are spendlng our timée to make:sure we’ve got all the
documents and we know' what ‘they say.- I am not going to make
any statements about any facts untll we -know everythlng at
: thls p01nt That's what we we're. g01ng to do.

Q You have sald though Mrs. Cllnton —-;

Q Mrs. Cllnton, how are you 901ng to pay for the

I. -health care plan?

e MRS. CLINTON. .We’re going to pay for the health

. care plan by requlrlng everybody to do what now the majority
'of Americans do, and’that . is have health insurance through -
‘their work place w1th the employer and the employee maklng a
*contrlbutlon. S -

. : We 're g01ng to raise the tax on tobacco products
and we’re going to use' the money that we currently spend on
health care through the federal government more efficiently.
Like, for example, with .the Congress. We’re going to use

- medicare funding to improve medicare by providing
.prescrlptlon drugs for older citizens. So those are the

' three maln sources. of where the money is 901ng to come from.

Q Mrs. Cllnton, you. sald that you made -~

Q You sald last week that you were interested in -
‘ (1naud1ble) ” : g ‘

- o CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: What I said last week and

. what we’ve said all along is we want the” principles

- (inaudible) in the Clinton plan to be in the ultimate
leglslatlon that we pass. We want all of those pr1nc1p1es to

be in that legislation, 1nc1ud1ng prescrlptlon drugs for

medicare people. I belleve we’re g01ng to- get that done.

wlé Includlng mandates and premlum eare?

o
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CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT. I call it required

‘respon51b111ty I thlnk that’s a better ‘way to say it. V -We

all -ought be part of ‘'health care. ‘I'm happy to pay health
care premiums so that if I- get 51ck or somebody in my family

‘ﬂgets sick, they’ve got health care insurance. To make that. -
work everybody has got to be in the pool.’ SR '

Q What about premlum care?

CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT' I thlnk we've got to hold .

'5}5down health care costs: If competition will hold itdown,

great, .but .I think we’ve got to have a cap- that ultimately
comes in to ensure people that: they re: golng to be able to -

afford health care 1nsurance.,

Q Mrs. Cllnton, you . sa1d that you may have made a

,mlstake 1n the course of . all of ' this Whitewater . bu51ness.
,gWhat mlstake spe01flcally are you talklng about? : A

‘ MRS CLINTON.f Well, I thlnk Llnda, gettlng 1nto
the 1nvestment 15 years ago was -the flrst mistake. . I think
along the way.we based our decisions on the best 1nformatlon

|.-we had and we didn’t always have the. most: accurate
- information. T also think that I made mistakes in

underestlmatlng what an 'issue this would‘become for members

‘of the: press and not thlnklng about 1t

. It was not an issue that I ‘saw as very 1mportant
because ‘T knew what the truth was. 'I. knew what we had done

| -and I knew that it was a 1051ng 1nvestment As I said
.| earlier inside, actually, now in retrospect I’m glad we 1ost

money -because if we’d: made money I'm sure we'd be - attacked
even. more v1gorously. o : A

: You know, mlstakes were. made. T want to get on now .
w1th having learned from those mistakes, cooperate fully w1th‘
the spe01al counsel, iwhich we have done,‘and try to make surek

that the entlre story gets out so, nobody has any ‘more

questlons,

.”
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