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PRESS AVAILABILITY' WITH 

THE FIRST LADY AND CONGRESSMAN 'GEPHARDT 


'Q Why ~as the trip no~ as opposeq-to last week or 
next week? 

MRS. CLINTON: Itwa,s just scheduled. I had a 
'longstanding date to be in Denver. 'I,don't remember when we 
scheduled it, ',but it was many, many weeks ago. Then, Dick 
had asked me to come to st. Louis a:nd Senator Dan Forrest had 

, urg~d me togo to Washington univer~ity. This fit in because 
it seemed efficient~'to stop either going or coming. My 
sngagem~nt in ,Denver was on a Moridayso I couldn't very well 
stop on a Sunday, so we decided" to" stop on the way back to 
Wash,ington. ' 

Q I know,,: that the people, a~ked Whitewater 
questions and how -it ,fits in. Howd,oes it, though, 'take' away 
from the hea1't:h care discus~ions? 

MRS. CLINTON: I don't ,think it does take away from 
the health care discussion. 'I, don't ,think it has anything to 
do, with the health ,care',discussion. I think that it is ,a 
diversion' and' certa:inly·'takes some qf my time that I could 
otherwise ~pehd on 'health care. But much of the work on 
healt,hcare ,has now. moved, to 'the Congress. So I don't think, 
it has 'an'effect,on health c'are. 

Q 'Is there a link between the 
, " 

opposition to some 
parts oithe health, care program ,and some of the uproar over 
whitewat~r or at 'l~ast those 'fanning it? ' ' 

MRS. CLINTON:' That has been suggested. I dori't 
have anything to;a4d to wha,t otJiers'have, suggested as being a 
possible l~nk ~ " '" " . 

Q ,At ,the university, there was only seven 
, picketers. 

, , 

MRS'. CLINTON': That' s remarkable~ 
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_ Q They had Whitewater: sig~s 'and they were also 
,members of, this area right 'to life, ,which I know. I know 
th!3se people are opposed to, certain provisions 'of the health 
care plan.' I understand there were some banners and stuff in 
Denver.' I mean, is t.here some sort of -- people are' using' 
it? 

, MRS. CLINTON: Oh,' I'm sure the opposition is using 
it because, they don't want change in the health care 'system 
that works in ways'that'they approve of right now. I was 
surprised, that yesterday in Boulder 'and Denver there were so 
few protestors, and even here in,st. Louis. I ~hink that 
people are a little:bit cautious about 'coming out into public 
to protest against the health care plan because there's . ' 
overwhelming public support, for the underlying principles of 
the plan. ' ' 

Q As First Lady, I know you got this really heavy 
applause (inaudible) how' you had redefined the roles'. On the 
other hand:,. there are some critics', I'm 'sure you're heard all 
this, on the i~sue of can one play it both ways or what does 
one do when ..one is in a policy position but also not in a 
position where you can be like Nessb,aum and. say the heck with 
it. I'm going .,home:. How do you' d,eal with that?' 

, ~S·~ CLINTON: wel~," that, has been an, issue that 
women in this role have dealt with fpr 2QO,years. if you go 
backa:Qd read about' Dolly Madison or Abigail Ad'ams or, you 
know, Mrs. 'Polk or ,E'dith W·ilson or certainly. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, those are some·of the more dramatic,examples of 
women ~ho w.ere crit;icized for the roles whicl;1 they played. 
But that, kind of ,goes with the territory. I understand that 
that is something that will happen no matte~ what you do • 

.' I ,want to ,make a contribution to my country, and I . 
want to, do what my husband asks ,me to do to help him. I 
cannot think of anything more important than his agenda for 
c~ange and 'particularly health car~.· So I feel privileged to 
be able to participate in trying ,to reform OU:I" health care 
system. ' ' 

Q 'Now, is there 'any circumstanceS in, which you 
would effectively, like, step out"of the policy-making role? 

MRS,. CLINTON: No, unless I -you know I my husband 
wanted me to do s01nething else. But I'm doing this because , 
he asked me to do.' Everybody who ,works in the White House is 
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there becauseof~ my husban<~', you know. So we're all doing 
what he wants to do for the countrY',in trying to help' him. 

Q ,Some of,the,pr~ss stories after y~sterday were 
hinting, saying well, it looks like maybe it's th~ tax 
problem. Some of them' had talked" to 'accpuntants speculating 
on what, it might or might not be. ' 

MRS. CLINTON: You know, I am not going to respond 
to people speculating about all of this. There's a special 
counsel who is looki:ng :into ,these issues. ,We're just going 
to fully cooperate with him and his ~nvestigation and let him 
issue the report ab()ut what is or is 'not the f~ct. 

" CONGRESSMAN 
,,' '\ 

GEPHARDT:' Everybody clamored for a.' . .", ,
,spec~al counsel and ,one was appo~nted. You can only run one 
investigation at a time. You can't have 50,:p~ople 
(inaudibl~J over w~ate,?,er recc::)]::-ds there are, which ,~rs. 
Clinton sqid a, number of times "today 'she' never had the 
rec,ords. Finally, there is one place you've got a, lawyer 
looking at it. " He'+l make'a repoJ::,"t to the people' in the 
Congres~ and we'll move on. 

, Th~ other'thing I want to say is that she has done 
a better job: in the policy, role and leading on an issue than 
anybody, who has ever been a first Lady in my'experience. We 
would not be where,:we are ,on health care without her 
'leadership. 

The congressional budget' office the 6therday, in 
evaluating the Clirt'ton plal1, 'said they had never, seen such a 
detailed comprehensive pHtn on health care.' We would not be 
talking about health care if she hadn't taken this on and 
made it, an issue.. ' 

QAre 'you marrie<;l to employer mandates? That 

seems to be one of the things that's being bounced .around' 

Congre,ss. , Is there e~ployermandates or is there no1;:? 


\ .' ~ 

MRS.' CLINTON: There has ,to be some form of an 

employer mandate. You cannot get to guaranteeing health 

coverage for every American without some form' of shared 

responsibility between an employer and employee unless you 

have a single payor system which substitutes a broad-based 

tax for"the entire insurance preIJlium system. 


Q Ar~' r'eporters the only people who really ask you 
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about this? 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, yes. 'I have, never ever ,had any 
single pe~son, otber'than·~journalist, ask me about this fo~ 
the last two years. , 

CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: People are interested in 
their health care., 'TheY're interested in the crime problem. 
~heY'reinterested in the economy and ",their, job. That's what 
people ,are interested in. ' . .~ 

" ,
MRS. CLINTON:; You know what, I think the other 

thing is suppose 'everything everybody had ever speculated or 
made 'up about this 't;hing came true. ~t still doesn't amount 
,to anything. I 'mean, it is like a nonevent 'in real p~ople's 
lives whi'ch 'I think'is a credit to the American people 
because they're trying to m'ake their government work again. 

They want'tlle Congress' and the president to work, 
, together to solve their problems •. ' They are tired of 
political attack dogs anQgridlock and excessive' 
sensationalism. , So' I, think it's a' credit to our country that 
they want us ,to ',be talking about health care I which is what 
we're, going to keep talking about .. 

• Q Sometimes you've talk~d about ~ zone of privacy 
or what anybody ,should have. Is it possible? 

MRS. CLINTON: : I don,' t know,' but it should be. 

Q Some of this curr~nt, (inaudible) seem to begin 
'when the treasury meetings came to life, when people .found 
out about them. Lo'ol{ing back'on that, Is there, any thoughts 
you have about that,? 

~S. CLINTON: I have nothing to say about that. 
, '" \ 

Q '00 . we .expect mQre health care trips?
' . 

•j' , \. 

MRS. CLINTON: I have been making health care trips 
for a year~ I have. been in probably 25 states. I will 
continue t;.o tr,avel: on behalf of h(3alth care. It is' the most 
important thing that I feel I can do to make my cO,ntr ibution 

, to our country. Nothing is"going to stop ine. 

So I just want to put anybody· who thi~ks' that this' 
will de+"ail health care on notice, that ,this i~ much bigger, 
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than anyth~ng they might c.ome up with or try to ~abricate. 
We're going to· get it done' ,this year because the president is 
committed to it and the congress' is 'committed to it. ' 

Q When you ~ean "this," you mean? 

MRS. CLINTON: Health care reform this' year. 

Q with Chelsea, how does she handle all' this stuff 
that's goi'ng on and seeing these front page headlines? I've 
got my own kids. 

MRS. CLINTON: She knows that it's another example 
of ,politics run amuck, and she's been involved iri following 
politics for her whple life because her father has been in 

'it., She's kpown fro;m a very young' age that. one of the 
:unfortunate con~equences of public service is that people 
will lie about you. They will make, up stories about you. 
They will try to~ndermine you". 

She takes 'it for what it 'is, which'is a form' of 
negativism t1,1at is ve'ry unfortunate but apparently part of 
our political process these days. She doesn't'pay much 
attention to it at ~ll, ,as, we do ~ot. ' 

. • . t', : .. , 

Q Does that discourage people from running for 
president or anything' else? ' 

MRS. CLIN+'ON: Well, I would think it would. ,I 
think the number of' people who are ,leaving the Congress this 
year, announcing,their.resignations because they 'no longer 
feel that they can have a life and put up with the kind of 
attacks and innuendo and sensationalism that has just gripped,. 
Washington and our political system is,:a very sa¢! commentary. 
on our democracy at. this point ,in history,~ . . 

I, trying. to get beyond any personal consideration, 
am concerned, about how we're going to solve·. our big problem~ 
when we allow ourselves to, be consumed by the kind of stuff 
th~t is affecting our pqlitical environment. ' 

CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: Tonya'Ha~ding one'week and 
something else the,hext., It's just one sensational story 
after another. I 'must say tl1at this newspaper is unique in 
thCit it does ,not engage in the sensatfonalism andprint'ing 

,rumors "a'nd the rumor monger ing that f. s gone on in' so many. 
It's unfortunate. "'I don I t know whether it I s the competi,tion 
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that everybody faces or what' it is. ,It's awful. 

; " MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think what has happened is 
tha:t, the business aspects of ,journalism have overwhelmed a 
lot 'of the other considerations and roles. I understand' that 
itis a business and people feel a lot of p'ressure, but ' 
there's a very important reason the First Amendment exists. 

It, exists so t;hat good information can 'be fairly 
and objectively made :,availahle to the pl,lblic because the 
public in a democracy can make the right, decision. That's 
very hard to 'do if they can't get that information because 
it's spre'ened out by sensationalism. ' ' 

'Q One last "quest'l:on: What do you think about 

riverboat' gambling?' "' ~ . 


CONGRESSMAN,GEPHARDT: I'm for it. 
. .. . 

(An interrUption in the' interview.) 

CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: Inside we'talked~ith senior 
citizens about the health care plan and, in particular, the 
inclusion of prescription:' dr'ugsand medica,re ~ ,It was a, very 
good meeting., Like all the meetings, the First Lady has had 
across the 'country, i t'ls real,1y help,ing us pass health' care 
this year in the Congress ,,' ' 

Q Are you now sa'ying it is likely that you 

,ov,erestimated your Whitewater losses? 


MRS. CLINTON: No, I'm not saying that. I'msaying 
that we don't know what all the:documents'are going to tell 
us until theY"re alf collected because we didn't keep the 
documents. We didn't keep the records. We've done the very 
best we could all through this based on, what we knew to give 

, a ver~ accurata picture~ " 

But I donlt want to say any more because it's all 
in ,the hands, of the ,special counse.l right now. I want to 
continue to fully' cooperate to g'ive them every shred of paper 
th?t might in any way :pear on. any )Jf' their questions and let 
them issue'their reports, and'then we'l,1 all see'what is 

. best. 

Q But at this moment, you can't say that the exact 
figures, you ,quoted back then are the correct fi9ures? 
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 ..' 'MRS,. CLINTON: I qan say' that' they were the correct 
figures and are so far as I know, put I'm not going to make 
any morestatements:untilwe ,have 'every piece of paper and we 
can review every piece" of paper. You know, I've paid no 
attention for the last year to this whole 'thing. I 'worked on 
health care. That's what I care about. That's, what. I think 
the country cares ,about. " 

. Since the special counsel'has been appointed, we 
are spending our time t.o make'sure we've got all the 
doc~ments an'd we know what' theysq.y .' I' am not 'going to m~ke 
any statemen~s about', any facts until ,we know everything at 
this point. Th~;t" what we we ',r;e ,going 1::.0 do • 

. '\ I: 
'0. YOU h'a:v:e said, though, .,Mrs. Clinton -. . ~ . " ' . 

o Mrs. Clinton, how are you going to pay for the 
'health care plan? ' 

" 

MRS. C~INTON: ,We're going to pay for the health 
care pl~n by requiring everybody to do what now the majority 

'of Americans do, and'that.is hav~health insurance through 
t,hedr work place with the employer and:the employee making a 
coritr ibution. " . ' 

We're going to raise the tax on tobacco products 
and we're going to use:' the money that we currently spend on 
health care through the ~ederal government'more efficiently. 
Like, for example, with ,the Congress. We're going to use 
medicare funding to improve medicare by providing 
,.prescription drugs, for older citizens. So those" are the 

'three main sources of ,where the money is going to come from. 

o Mrs. ': Clinton, you said ,tha~ you made 

0' You said last week that you were interested in 
,( inaudible) • 

CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: What i s.aid last week and 
what we've said all along is we"want the' principles 
(inaudible) in. the Clinton plan to be in the ult1~ate 
legislation ,that we pass. We want al~of those principles to 
be in that legis'lation" including prescription drugs for 
medicare ',people. ,I pelieve we're going to ,get that, done. 

'0 Including mandates and premium care? 
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" .~ .at:. , ,CO~GRESSMAN GEPHARDT: I 'call it required~ 
'responsibility~, I think that's a bettel;"' :way to say it. ' . We 
all ought be part of::health care~ .I'm happy to pay health .,'care premiums' so that'~f.1 get sick or'sQmebQdy in my family 

,gets sick, they've gpt health care .insurance. To make that. 
work, everybody has 'got to .be in th~. po,ol.· 

,~ '. . ,\" ~ ~ '" ~ , 

Q What ab¢ut premium: care:? 
',:. 

. ;CONGRESSMru,{ 'GEPHARDT: t thi~,we've got to hold 
, " down health care costs. If,competition will hold it\.down,' 

g're'at, .b\].t .1 tbink w~'ve got to have a cap tJ::l,at. ultimately 
comes in to ensure people thatthey're:going·to.be,able to 
afford. health care~ Insurance. ',' '. 

. .'~ " . ' , • •. \;1-,. , 

'.,Q '·Mrs. Cl~nton, you said tl).at you may have made. a 
mistake in the course of all. of, this Whitewater -business. " 

. ,What m~_sta]{e s,pecifipally',are you talkingabput? "\ 
i ~"" . ~ I, 

, . MRS'. CLINTON:' Well,~ I think, Lind,a, getting into 
the iirvestmeilt '15 y:e~rs <3:go was, the .first mista·ke. I think 
along the.way~we based ,our decisions on tile best information 

:.. ,we .had and we didn' t' always, have the' mostaccurat.e 
informatiori. I also'think that I made mistakes in 
underestirttatirtg what:ClJ? 'issue 't;his would b~come for members 

'of the, press 'and not,~hinking about it~ 
,',' . \" J:;" : 

iI't was not; an issue. that I ~saw as very important 
because 'I knew what the truth was. 'I:knew .what,we had .done 

,andl knew that· . it W<;:\S. a losing· investment. As I said, 
earlierirtsidei actu~lly, now in ret~ospect, I'niglad ~e lost 
money'because if we'd ,made money I'm'sure we'd··be .attacked 
even more "V;igorously'~ '. : ' 

, . . I • . 

,'.' You know, ~i:stakes were, made,. I w:aht to get on.now 
with having learhedfrom those'miE,>takes, cooperate fully .with 
the special counsel , >wh..ich 'we have ~one, and try to make sure 
that the entire story gets~' out so, r:!0body has any'more 
questions. ., '". " 'r ' 

'1' " 
,,' 

.< • 

A PART1CIPrT :., :' We' te 'gqt:'}o go. 
, , 

. :.* -*,**. * 

\: ' 

, 'I 

'...•.. 
, .. . 

" 
. 

, Diversified. Heportil,lg .Serv,iCes,:Jm:~', 
918 16TH STREET,N,W.SUITE 803 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006' 

.' (202) 296-2929 

i 


