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Offlce of the Press Secretary .

For Internal Use quyu" . _ B | " March 18} 1994
AN INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY
CONDUCTED BY PAT O’BRIEN
Q (Inaud1b1e)°

: MRS. CLINTON: ' Well, thank you. I feel bad. I
mean, most people are being very supportlve and kind of

-bewildered about thls whole deal.

Q (Inaudlble)?_

' MRS. CLINTON: Well, I must say that it has been
heartbreaking to be thrust into the middle of accusations and
attacks that, in some ways, undermine my integrity. 1It’s
just been a very. painful experience. ' I’ve never gone through
anythlng like this before. Don’t really understand why this

is being done at this time and don’t even understand why the

attacks are .given any credlblllty, since they are so often
groundless.

Q (Inaudible)?:

 MRS. CLINTON: Right. I mean, it’s broken my heart

in some ways. I’ve been very saddened by it.

Q (Inaudlble)?.”
MRS. CLINTON: Mm-hmm. ¢
Q (Inaudible)?

MRS. CLINTON: No.' Well, I think that for whatever
combination of reasons got us to this point, I have to look
at it from a couple of different perspectives. I still have
responsibilities to myself, as a woman, and to my husband, as
his wife, and to my daughter, as her mother, and to my family
and my friends, and to the people who work for me. So'I feel
the need to be very positive about all of the things we’ re
d01ng and take all my other respons1b111t1es seriously.
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Q (Inaudible)?;

MRS. CLiNTQN:.“YesJ You know,;Itfeel that most

| women I know have to'juggle five or six different things at

one time. I'mean, women may be having problems at work or

" problems in a relationship or health problems, but they’re

still the ones that have to get up and, you know, get people
off to school and, you know, listen to their husbands and
deal with their aglng parents and all of those things.

Q (Inaud1ble)’~
* MRS. CLINTON: That’s right. So I think this has
certainly reinforced in me what I believe ‘is the fundamental
obllgatlons I have. S

' Q (Inaud1ble)7

A MRS. CLINTON.E No. I just came from a briefing_for
about 40 reporters .from Oklahoma.and Nebraska and Kansas, and

"I have been working every day on health care, and am very

encouraged by- what I see up on the Hill and out in the
country. ‘

But T also thlnk I have to be very - careful to make

~sure that the American public gets the information they want

so that they know what happened 16 years ago, what the.
sequence of events were, that they know that we never
borrowed any money ‘from any S&L, that every loan we ever had
was paid back to ‘a:bank, and. that we. tried to- be, you. know,
very stralghtforward 1n all of thlS.

So I am g01ng to try to be more effectlve, I guess,
in explaining what' happened ‘and in answering people’s
questions because I don’t: want anybody to have any reason to

gbelleve that either we did anythlng 1nappropr1ate or that we -
~have any reason to fear all of thls. :

. Now, I muat confess, I thought ‘that when a special
counsel was appointed, and.wé said immediately we will fully
cooperate, we didn’t do anything that any other president had

-ever done in terms- of, you know, saying you can’t see this or

we‘re not going to give you that document, we have fully
cooperated, I really thought that that would be the end of
thls untll the. spec1a1 counsel's report came out

Q (Inaudlble)9
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: MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I think because after demanding
.a special counsel,; the people who demanded it realized that
if they really got a special counsel who conducted a fair and
honest inquiry into this whole matter, that the report that

'would be eventually issued would be fully answering of all
-the questions. that were out there and point out clearly that
we dldn’t do anyth1ng that anybody should be concerned about.

When they reallzed that, they thought they m1ght
lose their political advantage for that period of time. ' So

" they have been, you know, trying to stir up other stories.

They’ve been agitating for hearings in the Congress. Every"

.time they get something to keep. pushing the attacks and the

sort of rumors forward, I guess, they put us in a position of
saying well, wait a m1nute, we’re cooperating with the

special counsel which‘is what you said you wanted.

'~ We don’t want to interfere with his 1nvest1gatlon.
So then they say well, that means you’re not going to tell us

. anything. So they’ve tried to create a kind of double bind

for us. You know, consistent with our obligations to the
special dounsel, we’re going to try to answer people’s

'questions and give them information. - But we have to do it

con51stent with that ob11gatlon
Q (Inaud1ble)’

MRS.- CLINTON: Well I hope I don’t see very many.

- adjustments. I mean, I have to keep my own priorities in-
order and I have to spend the time on the matters that are

most important to me. I have to be involved in what happens
in health care. - I care deeply about it.

I had two great tr1ps last ‘week or earller this

‘weekwthat reinforced ny commitment to health care and made it

very clear to me that’s what most Americans want me to be

|- working -on. I have to, you know, do whatever it takes to be
" fully cooperative with .the spec1a1 counsel and to answer, you

know, questlons the best I can.
Q (Inaudible)?

MRS CLINTON. Well I don’t know exactly but I’'m
sure that I could have done somethlng differently, .although

I’m not exactly sure what. I really believe this is, in

part, cyclical and that if you go back and --
) MO.R,E :
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9 (Inaudible)?

MRS CLINTON;f Oh, no. You know, I am so grateful
for the experience I’ve had traveling around the country and
working on health care. I’Vve said many times in the last
- couple of weeks that -- you know, I have this movie running

through my mind of .all the people I’ve seen and all the
stories they ve. shared w1th me. . .

I just feel so totally commltted to doing
everythlng I can to make sure. that everybody in this country
‘'has health insurance.they can afford.. .I want to be-able to
go back to the places I‘ve been and look the people in the
eye who have talked to me and, in a sense, you know, shared
“their deepest concerns and tell them we’re now taking care of
those. . 4

I feel very good about ‘all the work I‘ve done this
past year and feel very good about the prospects of our.
having a bill .the president will sign this year. . So I
wouldn’t do,any of that differently at all. ‘

Q (Inaudible)?

MRS. CLINTON: Oh you know, I don’t think the
stories bothered me ‘as much as the fact that they were being
used for polltlcal purposes, and that the tragic suicide of
‘'someone was being used as a political football. I really
just was amazed by that and felt so strongly that it was
unfair and wrong to hls family and his memory.

Q (Inaud1ble)°

: MRS. CLINTON: Well I think that I never
understood the furor. over this whole failed land 1nvestment
that we were in, and the kind of conspiracy theories that

- people have.tried to leave have struck me as kind of silly.
I have not really paid them much attention.

; "I never realized that I could see happening before
my very eyes the, you .know, big lie technique that I’d read
about in politlcal science and hlstory books. :.That if
something is said over and over again, then people start
wondering. I would have been more attentive earlier. I
- would have taken' this whole inquiry by the press more
serlously. I'm g01ng to try to do that now.
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' But, you know, if you'd go back and look in
hlstory, I’'ve just been struck at how most women in my
position have been subjected to the same kinds of attacks.
You know, go back to Dolly Madison who bought a mirror for
$40 and there was a congre551onal 1nqu1ry 1nto it.

There seems to be somethlng about this role almost

| no matter who is in it, how they choose to carry it out, that

generates criticism.’ My feellng is that I need to do what is
best for me, and every woman.in thlS position needs to do
what 1s best for her. :

K : I have a very strong conv1ctlon that my husband was

z'elected to help make the lives of people better, and that I .

- want to do whatever he asks me to do to help him accomplish

" that. So.if I’m going to be criticized for doing what I
belleve in, I would rather just keep doing what I believe in.
,That's what I 1ntend to do.. A

They re wav1ng -at me and telllnq me I have to get
on to my new luncheon. I'm so glad to talk to you.

Q (Inaudible)? |

MRS CLINTON: Thahk YOﬁ so muéh;iPat. " Thank you,.
‘See you later.. Call me Hillary, Pat, okay? Thanks. Bye.
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