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" 

Q' (Inaudible)?" , 

MRS. CLINTON: ',Well, I'd~n't think there's any 
problem in doing that out 'in the count~y. I had a great day 
in Colorado yesterday.' I had a wonderful day in st. Louis' 
talking literally with thousands of Americans who care'about 
health care and ,want to see action this, year. That's what 
the president ahd the congre'ss and leadership like Dick 
Gephardt are going to give 'to the Am~rican people. So I" 
think that"sthe issue that most "peopte want to hear about 
and that'I'm re~lly excited,talking to them about it. 

'Q ~Inaudible)? 

MRS~'CLINTON: .Well, I'm talking more about the way 
t~at I didn't "really appreciate how important ,this was to the 
press for many months and focused all' my attention on health 
care and really kept my mind there instead of worrying. about 
what the press was saying about: this issue.' I should have' 
perhaps paid more at;tention earlier. 

Also, :I'm sure that, over the course of 15 years:we 
didn't do everything exactly right if you look at it in 
retrospect and probably di,d make some mistakes. You know, 
that's just something you live and learn and you go on from. 
This is what th~ special co~nsel is appointed to look into. 
We are truly cooperating with, him and lool;cing, for,ward to his 
'report whenever it is finally given to the public. 

Q (Inaudible)? 

MRS. CLINTON:, You "know,~ that is something that we 
are working on, that we are gathering documents on. "I don't 
think people 'realized that we ,didn't keep the books, 'we 

, didn't have the records . We've only recently acquired enough 
to actually be able to compare them to the records that,we 
did have. So we will continue to look at that and make 
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adjustments as we go along; ,if necessary. 

.Q (Inaudible)? 

,'MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think that it is going to be 
as it always has been a ;.nonevent'., It is a: failed land tract 
action that we lost money on; It'has rio effect on my 
husband's governorship nor on his presidency. That's what I 
always thought abou1;: it" That's what the American people 
will see to be the 't;ruth about, it. ,But perhaps we should 
have taken'more ser,tously the press's concern about it 
,because that is something, that until the last several months, 
I didn't really pay that much attention to. 

o (Inaudible)? 

MRS. CLINTON: ThanKY'ou~. 

o First of all, (inaudible) do you think that you 
are more a central figure (in~udible)?' 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I don't know. You know, this 
whole thing is so overblown and really being made such a 
major deal, but it doesn't 4~serve to be. So I don't know, 
who is. That really depends upon all 'of you in the press. I 
guess you're the ones who make that decision. , 

o Do you think there's a pos'sibility you'll wind 
up paying any more taxes? ' ' 

MRS. CLINTON: I have no idea.' I don't think so, 
but, you know, that is somethi'ng that is going'to be examined 
by the special counsel and that's who we want to do the job. 

" 

o Well, you've been trying to (inaudible). I'm 
su:r::e that questions like,this have taken you off the mark of 
what, you wanted to do. . ' 

MRS. CLINTON: No, not r'eally. I rarely am asked 
questions about, it as I travel around the country. Most 
people want to know how they'll get their health care and how 
much it will cost and what it will cover. That's what., the 
Congress is,working: on., 

" ~ , 

, I ,think when it's all said and done, you know, this 
whole other :deal is, going to'bewhat we've always said it was 
which was a land tr~nsaction we, lost moneypn. Thank 
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goodness we didn't make money or you all would really be 
asking us some questions •. But ~t's going to be very 
insignifica.nt compared to what has 'already been accomplished 
by this president and the Congress and what's gOlng to be 

.accomp+ished this .ye.a.r. 
\ 

Q Why does, it keep (inaudible)? 

MRS. CLINTON: 'Oh,'you guys will have to answer 

that. 


.. 
Q Do you think it's more of a media ,(inaudible)? 

MRS. CLINTON: Let me say this. I think this was 
an issue ,that was raised 'and kind of stimulated, by people who 
are desp'erate 1;0 say something ,negative about the president. 
There's re'ally not'much to say. They've been making up, 
stories about him, for over two years. 

, , 

I thi~k most people in the country are pretty 

,pleased "of the progress we ',ve made on important issues' like 

:the budget., So we're not going to spend a lot of time 

,worrying about ariybodY's~motives. We just want to get"th~ 

wor.~ done that he was elected, tq do. ' 


Q 'Health 'care, how soon, how long' will it take? A 
l~t of people are very excited about the kinds of things 
you're talking about •. But,they're saying with all of the 
findings over :there, ,are we ever' :going to see what the 
president originallY,proposed?

'~ \', 

MRS. CLIN~ON: I'think that the president's 
principles of guaranteed health coyerage for every American 

,is going to' be,successful in the, Congress. That's what 
• Congress is ,workfng on. . 

Q You're ,th~', .person that's suppose,d to carry this 
pr.ograni. Do you have any idea (inaudible) how,long it's 
going to take to do ,this? 

, CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: We're (inaudible) on the 
president's desk sometime in August before the district work 
periQd. I think that's the goaL" .' 

, , 

Q'You think y~u c,an do it t~at, quick? 

,CONGRESSMAlf, GEPHAR,DT: I ' 9.Q. I'm optimistic about 
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'.it. I've .never rseen; ,members' of: ~congress a'sinten,t', on getting 
. something done·,ras this .," . 

, . Q' WouHi yo~ like t:,o see if there:' s no' 'other legacy 
in the legacY',.of the :p'~esent administratiP!1 (inaudible): an 
administration ,~that '. does turn health care around';,' that does 
do '~oinething (in'au~lb~~l? "," 

, '.. .' , 

, MRS ,.C~INTON: ',-1 want, ,that to' be one. I' mean , I, 
think we already have ,a 'legacy~' We. already have, the 'first 
r~sponsible buqge'tthqt ,~s"bringing dO\1n tp~ 'deficit and 
hav'ing the ~:mpactof more joqs being created. We'ye already , 
passed the B.rady bill. we've had ,the mostac.tive 'Congress 'in 
oyer '35 yeats. ' ',": ,," 

, , There':s alreadY"a' legacy, but this year, we're going 
'to.do health ca:r:e; we're ,going 'to ~tart',to qowelfare,reform,> 

.. we're going t,o' have a crime bill t~at puts more pCjlj,ce on ,the 
street~ I think any Americ~n,,:who,'.'looks at the real problems 
in our' country has 'got to be preased"at 'the 'partners,tlip 
between thiS?, pr~sident,andthis congr.esswith leader'ship like 

',' congressman" Gephardt,,' " , 

" Q Maybe, (inaudible). ',Yotid,ori't have any fri~nds
in the NFL, do "you7 ' 

MRS. CLINTON:, Well, no, but, you all deserve a 
football team.~· You're a, great ~ports town and I thinkyo,u
should have one ~ , " . . 

MRS. CLINTON:' I sure .did~'That w'as a great visit 
to; Washirigtcm Uhiversity ~ 

A PAE.T~CIPANT: '. Thank you both, .and bac:;:k to you, 
Julius •. 

" 

Q .That"s-right., The First Lady, has joined us 
along. with copgr~ssmanDick,(;ephardt. Ikndwyou.'~e oh.a 
tight, ,schedule. WeiTI·getright tC;>"the questions. You 
worked for months. on ,your he'alth care ,plan, (inaudible) it. 
,The Whit'ewaterdontroversYllas taken a lot of your time. Now 
the pplis are showing a l·ittledown',on the favor of the 
health .care proposal (inaudible) problem. How much do you 
think, Wbitewate,r is'hurting you? 
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MRS. CLINTON: Not at all. I think that if, you 
look at the .polls, and I ',ve obviously looked at them very 
carefully,' people are confused about some features of the 
health care plan. But wh~n the president's plan is explained 
to them, :they like what they hear. ' In fact, there's been ,a 
couple of head"Iines":that, say it's the Clinton plan that 
people like, even though they may not know it. 

But they like the fact that they're guaranteeing 

private insurance for everybody. They like the fact that 

medicare (inaudible)., They like the fact that they would 

have their choice 01;: doctor. and hospital, and that we would 

outlaw the kind of discriminatory insurance practices that 

affec~ people so badly now. 


SO.I think that what is happening is there is some 
confusion, which is, understandable. This is a very big 
changE? that we're trying to :Qring<about to improve h~alth 
care. But I'm very optimistic and' I think the congressman 
will tell'you 1;.hat 'congress is really moving very well in 
trying to imple.ment the kind of legislation the president ha.s,
signed. " 	 " 

Q ,I }enow: ',the complexity is certainly a part of it. 
You have expressed some frustration with ,the lack of privacy 
that you've had in Washington and admitted that there were 
some mistakes made wpen'you probably didn~t tell ,everything 
right up front 'and ,people misunderstood that as ,being
'(inaudible)." ' . 

What do you, think, 'though, about the critics that 
are saying well, okay, .you say theY,'re being (inaudible) 
special prosecutor. Why not release these tax records of 

'1979 and 1980? Do you think that would help get them off 

your back? ' , 


MRS. CLINTON':, No. We have a ,special counsel and 
we've given everything ,to the special counsel. Actually, the 
press was very adamant that a special counsel should be 
appointed. The president, agreed ,and: the attorney general 

.	appointed one", and that person is proceeding with his 

investigation. ' ' 


So we're,kind of in this funny position now because 
'we ,don't want to do anything that interferes with his 
investigation becau~e that is the legally constituted , 
investigation that all of' the press sa.id we needed to do. So 
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 we do that. Now the' press turns ar.ound and says well, hey, 
don't just give it to him, give it to us. So (inaudible) a 
very difficult kind of question to us. 

'What we th'ink our primary obligation isis to 
cooperate with the special counsel w~o has been lawfully 
charged with looking into this. He'll make a report. 
Everything will be made public and then you'll have to read 
it. I thihk that's ',t~e right .'thingto ,do. 

Q I take that to'ineanthat if -- I think the 
figure was $69 or $70 thousand that ,was lost on Whitewater. 
If it was less':thi:m',that, then· that .:.

MRS. CLINTON: That's fine., If it's less or it's 
more -- ,you know, I keep trying to ,stress we didn't have the 
documents that 'were" used in that busines's ~ We didn't, keep 
the records. We can't vouch, 'for all the records. We did the 
very best we could during the years based on our own personal
records.' . , " ,~ 

What 'we're trying to do now is make sure that we 
have,every single scrap of paper that could in any way give 
some light to the special, counsel. ,We're very confident ,we 
did, abso,lutely riothiI)g wrong. .We have nothing to hide. This 
is a transaction we lost money on. 

As I,saidseveraltimes in the last 48 hours, even 
though I didn't like losing mOriey, now I'm giad' 'I did because 
if we had made money, you all·would really be upset with us. 
So let's just let it run its course. Let the special counsel 
make its 'report. Let's get to the bottom of whatever it is 
iristeadof these coqstant rumOrs and gossi~ and innuendo of 
people making up stories wh~ch is just .a bunch of nonsense. 

, Q Now' that .your health', plan is into the 
'congressional grinder; what do you think is going to come out 
the other end? How much do you think is going to change? 
,Either one of you can go with this ohe? 

, . . . 

CONGRESSMANGEPHARDT: Well, it's not a grinder. 
It's a littl'e ,better, than that. We're going to get it done. 
I'm very optim'istic about it. I've never seen members of the 
Congress' th~s enthused' and aggressive about getting something 
done because they really believe they're dealing with the 
Social Security Act of 1935 and the Medicare Act of 1965. 
~his to them is the ,biggest thing they will' ever do in their 
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congressionai.careers~ : 

Q I noticed :today in your speech you did not 
mention about the health alliances, also not specifically the 
(inaudible). That has come under some fire. Do you think 
that may be one of .the (inau.~ible)? . . 

MRS. CLINTON: Those are goals"approaches, that 
the president pas proposed to solve problems. You know, the 
alliance or the 'buyers probably will purchase these co-ops as 
~ way to get loW cost insurahce for everybody (inaudib~e) and 
to make sure' that nobody is discl;'iminat'ed against 'by , 

. insurance companies~If there's another way of doing that, 

then w~'re .operitoit. W~.always have ~een. 


We think that insurance should be available to the 
,work place like it {snow. Th~n employers and employees 

, should, share the responsibility. We believe there' ought to 
be 'an 80-20 split between employer and the' employee. But 

. those are not the 'key feat~res~ The key features are the 

ones I mentioned in my speech·tod~y. , That's really what 

w~, re working for.' . . 


The Congress, as Dick ,said, has never, in the 
history of a lot·of people who have been there, been so 
intent upon getting it, :right. " That's good for the country. 
We. want it· to be right ~ : We want .it to work just ,like' social 
security has and like Medicare takes care of older Americans. 

. , 

So we're going to be working with them. As long as 
.it covers ever~body (inaudible) affordable costs, preserves 
Medicare and does the .other things I' sa,id today,' it's going' 
to be a bill that the .president is g6ipg to sign and it's 
going to be great for the couI)try. 

, A PARTICTPANT: That should do it. I'm sorry we 

lost the live signal.. We were havihg'all kinds 


(Interruption to the interview.) 

. Q We' were talking .with the First Lady about .the 
Whitewater ,controversy and what has (inaudible).' You said 
you di~n't think it was really hurting the health plan that 
much as much as . the' complexity of theh'ealth plan? 

,. , 

MRS.~LINTON.: . ,Well; "not even that, so much as the. 
way that it's ~een'mischaracte~ized and fears have been 
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raised about it. I want people.to'get g?od information so 
.that they can make tpe right deci~donabout the' 'health care 

, plans.Wl1at happens is that even when people say they are 
confused or hav~ qoncerns, once we take the time to explain 

, .what is in the plan and how 'it will work., huge majorities of 
,Amer~cans ,support: it.. ' 

, " 
:I had so maI;1y people come up to me" today after my 

speech at' Wgsh:i;ngton'Uriive~sity and,say now I understand it. 
I really like it. I had a small businessman come up and'say, 

" you know, I've 'been so confused because I haveh't, known who'
:to beiieve and 'I'realJ,.y' now understand what you're trying ,to, 
do.~ So tlla'more w.e can get tpe info.rmation out" the' mor,e 

.people will feel comfortable,' and support what the p.resident 
is trying to' g,e~done.' ., . 

~ , 

, Q ,Wh,at do you 'thipk ' 'it ~ s' go.ing to take :~o' get 
Whitewater to go '?1way ahd' concentrat,e ,on 'the plan lik43,· you' 
wan~? " ' , 

," 

, MRS • CLINTON : 'WelJ, there is a special counsel,. 
think we "ought, 'to let 'th~tman do 'his..work. Whatev~r the 
outcom~ ls,' w,eobvi~usly will ~bide by that" We are fully 
cooperating', unlikea·hYbody' il1,·t~e"p?lst,.'·' We're not ,claiming 
a.ny sort of privilege. 'We're ,not sayii1g, you know, ,you can't 
have this. We '.+'E! ,giying everything to them'. ' ' . .' , . 

,We are so. gratefl,ll "to'have ,s~mepody who will .'look' 
at thi,s and evaluate it. froIn a point:of vil3w, of what's true 
and "what is faqtually supportE!~" ;,Th:,en that man will issue a 
report of ':sbme kind., :): ,th~nk ,we ,ought to wait and see that 

,and get on with the business of the country, like health 

care; in, the mean.1;ime.; ,:,". ., , 


-t-, , . ~' . 

, ,: A PARTICI,PANT,:, 'We will do that. ' ';I'hank you for 

visitingwithu~, '~i~s.t', LadY,Hillary Rod~am 91inton and 

Congressman ,Dick GephaJ:"dt., Back to: you.",
. ,.., ,," ' . 

.r" • 

""- 'your vi~it here? 
f ". 

MRS. ,;CLIN,TON: I've had, a .very good day today in 
f>t,. Loui~. I~ve had a cnance to ,go': to 'washington University, 
se,e some of' the. ,activrti~s that are"goi:ng on ,ther~, talk to 
the people who 'run ~he haspital "the'doctors, the nurs:es, and 
others.! 9.:ot ~·,reai' firsthand view ,,'of why they need he.i11th 
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care reform., We 'talked very specifically about how the 
presiderrt:'"s plan would help Washington University i~ that 
medical system~" " ' 

. Then I had a chance to speak to thousands of people 
over at the field house to explain the president's. plan. 
After it'was over, '1 probably shook hands aJ:'ld talked to 
several hundred people' who told me ~~at'now they really 
understood the 'plan, that .they finally got a lot of the 
information th~t they hadn't been able to get through the 
confusion' of the lasti, months ,where people were saying things 
that were' n,ot al.ways necess().r.ily tru'e. ' ' , 

So I 'feel very good because I think most Americans, 
once they know abou1;:. the president's plan, support it. So 
the more time I ,can ,spend talking cl.bout it, the more support 
there will be •.' So that the ,congressmen and senators will be 
able to make the right decisions. ' 

Q :Than1l; you:yerymuch. 
:; ,. 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you '?ffry much. 

',,(Interruption to the interview.), 
, .., t,' 

.' Q(Inaudibl~)? 

, CONGRESSMAN GEPHARDT: Well, you know, we have a 
sp'eciai, cou,.nsel, and everybody wanted' that person to look into 
t.he facts. You: can't have five different people looking a~ 
the facts. I think the special counsel is doing a good job. 

'He just 'got started. 

, Our posj,t ion is that :we ought to let him do this 
job. ,It's fine to talk· about other hearings. We can have 
hearings aft~r his work is finished, 'but to jump into that 
now would mess:up what he is 'trying to do. That's why he" was 
appointed. '. . 

Q (Inaudible)? 

MRS. CLINTON·: Good afternoon, h,ow are you? 

Q (Inaudible)? .. 
, , 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, inde~d. , 
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Q (I~audible)? 

MRS. CLINTON: 'Yes. I've looked 'at" that 'and 
actually talked to the'reporter who,wrote that story because 
I think' that ft demonstrates that we,' need to be a little more 
emphatic about :getting in,formation out about what the cost 
will }:)e. You kriow,~this is the latest, of a series'of 
concerns that have been raised. ' 

If you remember a few months,ago"the polls.were 
shpwing'that people liked the'health plan but. they were 
worried that they might lose' their choice of doctor. We were 
able to get information out which, in fact, showed that under 
the president" s plan your cho.;i.ce is likely to be better than 
it,is if we dO'llothing: 

'So what we now need to do is turn our attention 
.' 

to 
cost arid start:talking about how this plan will lower health 
care cos'ts 'and make sure tl)at Americans know that and 
understand how it would, work in their own iives. Once that 
information is'coDununicated, I think, (inaudible) will feel 
even better about (inaudible). 

(End of t~pe.) 

* ~ * * * 
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