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THE'WHITE HOUSE 

,~'Office ofthe'P~ess Secretary 

For Internal Use Only March 24, 1994 

AN INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY 
CONDUCTED BY 'JOAN RYAN' OF' THE SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, 

'THE WHITE HOUSE . 

Q Oh, g6~d . 

. MRS .. ;CLINTON: The light 'was wonderful. 

Q Perfect. 

MRS .. CLINTON:. Oh, yes:. I love this time of year. 

Q Yeah." Did ypu get out .:.~ 
.. ' 

MRS., CLINTON:,When did you get here? 
, ' 

Q Well, I just got here last night. I'm leaving 
tonight, if I can get ~n a flight. 

MRS. ,CLINTON: Oh, okay. 
,,' 

Q ,Let's get started. 

MRS.,' CLINTON: All right. 

Q Iwarited to ask you: When you were a kid, 
growing up, what sort of 'pick~rip g~mesdid you' play? Did you 
play sports, you know, sort of informally in your ," 
neighborhood? 

MRS. CLINTON: A iot. Yes. 'I mean, that is where 
we played all the time. All day long'during the summer. 
After scho61 during the school year.' 

Q What did you play? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we played kickball. We 
played 

MORE 

lJiversi£ied. Reporting Servh:es, 1m:. 
918 16TH STREET, N.W. SUITE 803 

, WASHINGTON. D.C. 20006 

(202) 296-2929 



2 

1.. 

Q Did you play right out in the street?' Did you 
have a -

MRS. CLINTON: Out in the street. Played on the 
corners. Sometimes we'd go.to our school and play, but that 
was usually too much of.a distance, so we'd play on the 
corners. We'd play'softball. We'd play endless games of 
Horse and Pig.' . . 

Q Did you have a basket at your house? 

MRS. ~LINTON:' No, but there was·one right across 
the street, so we just us~dthat.And we would,' in the 
wintertime, playa lot of ice skating games, you know. Kind 
of a version of hockey. And we played a game called Pom Pom 
Pullaway 'that I'lve never seen ~nywhere else. 

Q (Laughter.) I've never heard of that. 

MRS. CLINTON: But ,it was. a kind of -- it was a 

team --:·two teams, and you .bas,ically tried to run from one 

end to the other without getting, either tagged or tackle~. 

We played a 'lot of touch football. We played -- ah, let's 


. see. What els~ .did we play? We played·a game with, you 
know, 'in addition to kickball, those great big red rubber 
balls. We played a game whe.re you.hadti!o teams, and you 
would throw the ball at 'each other. 

A VOICE: Dodgeball. 
'.- ; 

Q Yeah, Dodgeball. 

MRS~ CLINTON:, Yeah.' If you hit the person, they 
were either out or they went to jail behind you. If they· 
caught your throw, you were out or went to jail behind them.' 
We had endless'games. 'We had,our own little mini-Olympics in 
my neighborhood. . 

Q Really? 

MRS .. CLINTON: .It was' a group of kids that played 
games constantly. And I was one of only two girls in the 
neighborhood and played everything with, you know, the boys,' 

Q 'Did you think of' yours.elf as a tomboy? 

" " 
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MRS. ,CLINTON: I thought of ,myself as somebody who 
loved to play games and sports. And, probably, other people 
thought of me as a tomboy.' (Lau9hter.), Yeah, I guess that 
would be fair., 

~ Were you,a good loser? 

MRS.' CLINTON: We never ended games. You know" ' 
they were these never-ending, endless games. I mean, you 
would-play kickball, and yeah, one side would win or lose, 
but you'd pick it up the same time, the next day, and you'd 
keep going', Or ,we'd play softball and you'd choose up sides 
on Monday, but you'd have different sides on Tuesday, so ,that 
-- I, don't think anybody liked to lose, but we always knew 
there was another game'. ' 

I mean, one of the things that I'm grateful for is 
that I 'played so many games and was so interested in sports 
when I was growing up, because'a lot of girls my age'wer~n't, 
and you really do learn that, you know; you get up every day; 
you winsome i" you lose 'some i you keep going. 

,We 'aiso had a wonderful recreation program in my 
town where, every summer, there'were planned activities for 
the kids. So:you'd go to the parks, and they would have 
games all daYi.they'd have crafts. ,And they would have both 
individuals lessons ~~ like, 1 took tennis lessons at the 
parks. And I started working for the park district when I 
was 13, you know, running these"l~ttle recreation ,programs., 

Q For the younger kids?' 
, , ' 

MRS,.' CLINTON: For the younger, kids. And so, it 
was just cons~ant physical activity . ' 

Q~,t was (inaudible). 

MRS. CLINTON:" And, then, we went swimming every 
single day of the summer~ And we'd play all kinds of games, 
y.ou'know, in.the;pool, and had diving contests, and just -

'.' 'I , 

Q Do you feel ,like it honed a competitive edge 
that a lot of girls don'tget'if they don't play sports? 

MRS. CLINTON:, Yes., I think it did. And I' think 
it certainly gave'me a chance to be ardund a lot of boys in 
competitive situations all the time. And it also gave me a 
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chance to kind of improve my ,skills, both ·in sports where, 
'I was okay, but' not great:.:..- but in getting along with 
people, and being part of at~am.' ',Having some leadership 
responsibilities~n some situationi.'. , 

,Q' Right. ,And maybe not being intimidated by boys 
as you went throu<;Jh school?,' ' 

MRS. CLINTON: Right. Yes. 

Q It is a competitive situation. 

~S. CLINTON: Right. ,. 

Q Yeah. ,That it carried over for you. 

'MRS. 'CLINTON: Mm-hmm.· 

QNow, I.understand ~ou're a Cubs fan. 

MRS . CLINTON: Yes I I, am. " 

QNow, that wi'fl teach y'ou patience and 
persistence. 

, MRS. CLINTON: Exactly." 

Q What's your earliest memory of going to a ,Cubs 
game? And how'far away were you from Chicago? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, we were not very - I mean, we " 
were about 3,0 minutes from Wrigley Field. And we would, when 
I.was young; w~ W04ld drive to the ballpark. When I got 
older, we'd occasionally just take the bus., There was a good 
bus system that connected the suburbs with the city.' 

." ," 

I don't even ,re~ember hoW ma'ny games I went to, 
because we, mositly watched t,he games on TV .. It was part of 
the --., goin,g to the ballpark was like a big treat .' aut " 
watching the games everyday. And listening to them 'on the 
,ra,dio everyday. .That was - it was always like background 
,music. It was just a'lways there. And it was something that 
,you .just grew up with. . You know I WGN was just. a local 
, channel~, 

Q Do you remember. who the sportscaster was? 
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1.' MRS"_ "CLINTON,: Jack Brickhouse.'- And, you ~n'ow"" of 
course, ·now, for years, it's been Harry Carey. Used to be at 
.st. Louis •. An~.they both were loud and enthusiastic and 
great fans. So they'd get you goin,g and, you know, the kind 
of thing where you ',d, have the dialogue going with the TV," 
where they'd be, saying something, and you'd be screaming
back.. I' , 

Because lots of times, the games would come on 
we'd play all morning.: This varied as I would get olc;ler, 
but, you know, when I was" 'in g;rad'e school, we 'dplay all 
morning. Then'~e'd have to come in'for lunch. And that was 
the days when'my-mother would make us rest for like an hour 
or an hour and a half after lunch. Because you had to rest 
before you could go swimming, because you had to digest your 
meal. 

Q Right. (Laughter. ), 

MRS.: CLINTON:' So" the games would' usually start 
like at 1:00 01:"',1:30, so you'd watch, you know, a couple,'of 
innings, maybe the whole game, and'then you'd go to the, 
swimming pool.' Imeari, it w,as just like this ritual, that, 
everybody in theneighborhooQ'did. Usually there 'would be 
eight or 10 kids at one. of th'e, people's houses. We would 
play' endle.ss card games or watch --. and during the, summer, if 
it rained, thatis all you did was watch baseball games and 
play card~ or Monopoly. or Concentra'tion or, you know, 
something, ,like that. 

Q ' Do you remember the lineups? Were you enough of 
a fan that you could remember lineups? 

MRS. ';CLINTON: You know, I've been thinking 'about 

the,lineups because I had a lot of funny jokes with my 

brothers because they had much stronger feelings about 

individual players. I loved watching the Cubs, but when I 

was: little, my rea~ loves were ~he Yankees. I just adored 


. Mickey Mantle. .. " . 

Q Really? Really. 

MRS.' CLINTON: 'I adored M~ckey Mantle, and -- . 

Q What d,'id you like about him? What do yo~ t,hink 
attracted you? 
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MRS. CLINTON: I don't know. I think that he was a 
switch hitter, and that he just, seemed so friendly .. He was 
always smiling. At least, that's the way it seemed tome as 
a child.' And I;' remember seeing some TV program about his 
life'one time that 'made' a big:impression on,me. I remember 
this.pictute of ,his father pitching to him in the backyard of 
.theirhouse, and' him practicing both righthanded and 
lefthanded swings,.' " ' 

.so I 
, , 

:-- I 'really --.T mean, the Cubs were my team, 
but 'Mantle was my favorite player. And,: Ernie Banks was my, 
favorite Cub. ,I mean, there is just something about him that 
everybody loves. 

Q' Right. The enthusiasm. 

'MRS. CLINTON: Yeah. 

Q Yeah. Now, your ·husband plays a lot of golf. 

MRS • CLINTON: Yes.· . 

.'. Q Dq. you. play together? Do you play gold? 

MRS~' CLINTON: No, not, really. I have played, and 
on occasion, very rarely, I will play' wit;h him., But I am not 

. a good gOlfer, at all. I've taken le~sons three separate 
times,.' I h~we gone with my husband to play. And it is 
something I just can't quite get into, and I'm going to try 
again. Because he loves it so much, and a lot of my friends 
who play love it., They find ,it very distracting from what 
they do every day. So I'm going to try one more time. But 
I've taken lots' of different golf lessons, and it just hasn't 
really caught on for me. 

Q Now, when he comes back, like a lot of men who 
go out and play golf, when they come back, you sort of have 
to read them: bid they have 
get the.report~ or is it sor

a good day or a bad day? 
t of just his deat? 

' Do you 

MRS. CLINTON: 
every single hole. 

Oh, no .. I,get a full report on 

Q, R~~IIY? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, yes. 
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Q Whether you want it or not. 

MRS .. CLINTON: Well, I mean,it's'just part of the 
ritual .. He'll come in and he'll start in about, you know, 
there they were 1. on 'the fourth hole, and so-and-so tiit this 
l'ong dr i ve;~ 

In fa'ot, just a few days, ago, h'e played with 
Raymond Floyd.' And he was thrilled. And with my brother. 
And.some other of their· friends. And he and Floyd and my 
brother all drove to the tee, so they were just thrilled. I 

. mean, Bill was ~ust ecstatic. 

So he loves' to talk abo~t golf. It's not oniythat 
he likes playing it;' he just gets enormous pleasure from the 
gam~. And he reads all the'books~ I mean, he reads Harvey 
Pennick's little red book and all these other books. And he 
reads Golf Digest. I mean, he just loves the game. 

Q So. 
I 

that's his 'retreat. What's your,equivalent? 

MRS. CLINTON: Ihave-- you know, I always liked 
team sports a lot. And I played tennis f~r a long time, 
never on a team~ Now, though,., I mostly do solitary exercise, 
like wal,king 'and running and working out. ' 

Q And where do you walk? 
.", :. 

, '. MRS., CLINTON: Around the Whit~House or on a 
treadmilL So I haven't had as much fun exercising in a 10ne3 
time. But I still try to keep i,t up. . 

Q Do you find in the years that you've 'been 
'involved in sports that women are starting to use 'sports a 

little bit more, you know, as a refuge and as a ~- to 

regenerate themselves the way men have done. 


MRS. CLINTON: Yes. 
" , 

Q Wtih golf, especially. 

MRS. !CLINTON: Yeah. And I'm really pleased. I 

love to ~ee girls~~laying spbrts~ And I think there's been 

an increased emphas~s on that with .soccer becoming really· 

popular so that,there are all-gi~~ teams and mixed teams in 

the younger years. Softball's had a big res'urgEmce of 
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popularity. I ,played softball in the league all the way 
through high school and loved it. 

Q What position did you: play? 

MRS. CLINTON: I pitched - 

Q . Did you? 

MRS. 'CLINTON: And I played outfield. Yeah. 

Q Fast pitch or slow pitch?., 

MRS. CLINTON: It was slow pitch. In fact, I'm 
trying to remember the first time I ever saw fast pitch 
women's softball. t think I was even older than when I was 
in high school. . When I was in high school, it was' 'slow pitch 
softball and half court basketball. 

Q Mm-hmm. 

MRS. CLINTON: So that it was qualitatively 
different from what is available for girls now. But, you 
know, one of the great things that I had was a physical' ; " 
education program in junior high and high school that exposed 
me to so many sports. I mean, we played field hockey; we 
played soccer, which was not a very well known sport in 
America, back then, .. in the early '60s .. ' And 'so I felt like I'd 
'had a real full exposure to a broad range of both team and 

individual sports. And I just think that's so great for 

kids. . 


One of my real regrets ~s that so many school 
dis~ricts'have been ~utting back on ~thletics and physica~ 
education. And they maintain some of the varsity sports, but 
they don't have the intramural sports; they don't have the'PE 
for most of the rest of the kids. 

Q Right. 

MRS. CLINTON: And I think that's a loss for both 

the boys and the'girls. 


Q Right.,.I agree with you. Now, are, there any 
sports that you and your husband do participate together in? 

. Because you don't play tennis anymore, do you? 
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MRS. CLINTON: No. Well, we' do"' mostly kind 'of 
recreational things together. We have mountain bikes that, 
when we.get a chance, we ride,together. 

, 
Q where do you 'ride? 

MRS~ CLINTON: Well, we rode --,the last time, a 
couple of month~ ago, along this'~reat tr~il that runs along 
the Potomac River in Virginia. It is just beautiful." But 
before we moved to washington~' we used to ride in our 
neighborhood or we would go out in the,country somewhere 'and 
ride, and we both , really enjoyed that. 

' 

And ;I was jogging with him for most of the time 
during the election. I can't keep up with him, but I would', 
go out with him., But I ju~t haven't been able to keep that 
up. 

But ,we're ,both great spectator sports fans. And my 
faniily played a lot of football. "My father played football 
at Penn State. One of my brothers played at ,Penn State, was 

"on the team there. 'And for us, being 'a fan is a part of what 
we enjoy, so my husband will relax by watching sports., And 
he watches eve,ry -.,. any basketball gamethat'is'on. College 
or pro.e, 

Q ~eally? That's his 

.MRS. CLINTON: He loves ,basketball. But he also 
during thefoot,ball season, he loves football. And he loves 
to .talk about it. I mean, it is one of those experiences 
that still is much more a men's deal, where they ,relive the 
who;te , game. " 

QThey do. And they remember ~verything. 

MRS. CLINTON: ,And they remember everything. 

Q That's what's so amazing. They know all the 
statistics. 

MRS., CLINTON: (Laughter.) I know it. ,I know it. 
And remember', plays in games that happened yea~s ago -

Q.I know. 

MRS. CLINTON:. with great. detail. I can't do that. 
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Q I can~t"either.. No woman I kn6w -~ and I've 

been doing sports" for ten years ,;,.- I can't remember who won 

the 1985 Super Bowl. You know, I just don't remember. And 

men: do. 


MRS. CLINTON: ,Iknow. We always used to play 

volleyball' a lotcto~ether, but that has also fallen by the 

wayside. In: fact, when we first got 'married, we had a 

standing .volleyball game, every Sunday, that we would play. 

And it's ~omething that '1 miss, because, I ~eally like being 

outdoors, and I like'doing sports~ But we haven't figured 

out how to get it back in our live~yet. 


Q D~o' you, ever use the bowling alley here? 

MRS. ,CLINTON: ,Oh~ That is something we do 

together .. Yes, yes. We are bowling together., And 

periodically, at home,: we would go bowling, b.ut {t wasn't a 

constant. But Bill bowled a lot when he was ~teenager..1 


'bowled some, but I was· never very good. 

Well, in :the last year "we' have been bowling all 
the time. And'he has helped me enormously. Because he's got 
a pretty good6owling stance, arid. he knows all of the rules' 
about approaching the line and,letting the ball go. So h~'s 
improved my game tremendously. And I'm actually having fun 
doing it. ' 

Q What do you bowl, generally? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I'll 'tell you what I have 
bowled recently, -is I've actually bowled 128 which, for me, 

",is a' record ~ 

Q Really? Personal best? 

.MRS. CLINTON: -Yes. J1. personal high. 

Q, And ,what does he generally bowl? He's pretty 

good. 


MRS. CLINTON: Oh, he bowls in the very high 100s 

or low 200s . 


. Q Okay. And when do you get the' chance to do 

thatl How oftenw6uld you do it, arid when would you do it? 
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, 'MRS~ ,CLINTON: "We do it at 'really odd times. You 
know, he nii,ght ~ome up from the Oval Office, and we'll have 
dinner, and he'll say, "Let's go bowl a few games." Or maybe 
it'll be 9,:30,10:00 at night, and he wil~ 'hav~ done more 
paperwork,'and'he'll say, "I,reallywant a break. You want 
to go bowl?" When we go, to Camp David we 'bowl a lot. It's 
just whenever '~-

Q When the mood grabs you. 

MRS. CLINTON: 'Yeah; Whenever the mood hits us. 

But it's fun. 


, " 

,Q You don't use Camp David that much, do you? 

MRS. ,CLINTON:, We11, we use it as much as we 'can. 
We really like to go up there, but what I have found is that 
with my daughter and her school activities and her friends' 
activities, she often has much more to do on the weekend than 
we do. Anq we don't want to leave h~r, because it's our 
family time together. So we try to carve out times when all 
three of us can go. 

.,' 

,And 'then we go ~up, qnd, we bowl together. We've 

gone skeet shooting" .which I, enjoy.; Again, I'm ,not good at 

it, but I'm interested in it.' 


Anqwe went cross-country skiing'during the winter., 
I love to ski.,- and T love'both downhill and cross-country . 
. So' when wewerit to the Olympics, Chelsea and I ,got a little 
bit of skiing in. 'And then, when we caine back 'and all went 
to Camp David; we did a little cross-country skiing. Again, 
I'm not yery good. ':' I haven't had enough practice in the last 
five or six years, but I' really "love it.' If there were on~ 
sport I'd like to do on a regular basis at my age, right now, 
,it'd be ,skiin~. ' 

Q ~~iing. 

MRS. CLINTON: ·Yes. 

Q You mentioned the Olympics., You seemed to truly 
haye a wonderful time over there. ,What did you bring back 
from that" experience? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, it was one of the highlights of 
my life. I h~ve always been an Olympics;' fan. That's another 
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thing, every. four'years, my life would stop. I'd watch every 
bit of coverage' of the Olympics. And I admire athletes and 
their commitment and beauty and accomplishment. And in 
'nearly every sport"I just love to see people who have worked 
that hard and have reached that level -- of perfection, 
often. So, for me, it is just a treat of a lifetime to be 
able to ~o and tO,be part of the whole experience, like the 
opening ceremonies,'which were so moving. 

And then ,to 'go' to the different events, and to be 
an American, fan as well a's a member of the international, 
community ,that loves the Olympics. 

Q What's a lasting -- was there a moment or a 

lasting memory, you think that will stick with you? 


MRS. CLINTON: Oh, there's so many of them. I was 
:,.so impressed with Dan Jansen. . When I was there,he lost. 

And we had arranged; ,ahead of time to have a chance to meet 
him. ,And we s,ent word., we said, "Look" .if you don't want to· 
do this; fine." ,But he and his wif!? said, "No, we would like 
to." " ' 

So I and Chelsea and the, delegation went to meet 
him. He. was such a classy person. And his wife was so 
woriderful and'supportive, despite,their obviously bitter 
disappointment~ It was one of the truly impressive moments, 
that I've, had -- being able to'see how he dealt with what had 
just happen~d to him. And then, of course, to have him come 
back a week later and win was, just the icing on the cake. 

I ·guess the other thing that I was just thrilled by 
was to be there when Tommy Moe won the gold medal. To share 
what.was, for him, a particularly poignant moment with his 
father, and tp see the 'looks on their faces was just 
th~illing for: me. And then, to be at the medal ceremony for 
him. 

So those were the three things that -- everything 

else was just terrific and will al,ways stay vrith me, . but ,: 


,thos.e were the three personal highlights for me. 


Q Arid when you came back, were you able to plOp 

yours~lf in front of the TV and watch a' lot of it? 
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MRS',CLINTON: Oh, yes. We watched early in the 

morning. We watched whenever we could during the day. And 

we watched late at night, or we had it taped. 


Q Really? 

MRS . .cLINTON: Oh, yes. Yeah. I'm a - 

Q So you're a real - 
" 

MRS. CLINTON: Big fan. 

'Q Yeah. Great. 

MRS. CLINTON: And I can't wait for the '96 

Olympics in Atlanta. 


Q It's so exciting. 

MRS. CLINTON:\ I know. And I don' tknow how I 
was struck by how varied ,the winter Olympics were, but the 
number of events and athlete9 lare. sO much less than what 
happens during the summer Olympics that I don't even know how 
you' go about seeing everything you wanted to "see. 

Q NOw, qther than the Olympics -~ and you said 

that your husband sits and ~ill watch ,basketball games - 

will you sit theria and ,watch a telecast of a game from 

beginning to end? 


MRS. CLINTON: Yes., Now, sometimes I use it like I 
always did when ,r'was:growing up -- it's sort of background, 
music. 

" . 
Q You're doing something else. 

MRS. CLINTON: Yeah,. We, would occasionally -- we 
had'a minor league team, a st.' Louis farm team in Arkansas. 

,And we would go out to, ,the games, but sometimes w~' d go out 
and take work with us. And when Chelsea was little, we'd 
take Chelsea and friends, because it was such a safe, family 
place to, be. And it was: one of the things my father, loved ,to 
do after he m6~ed to Arkansa~. SO'Me used to ,take him to the 
games. 

: Q But 'you would ~it, ,there and do work and read 

through ,your stuff ~' 
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MRS. CLINTON: Not --yeah -- but usually yeah 
-- not, you know. I'd watch, and then, I'd watch Chelsea, 
and then I'd talk to the people in the stands, and then we'd 
play the, form of Bingo that was in the program. I mean, it 
was an event. And so, at home when I watch a game or turn 
something on, if I'm really into it, I will watch it very 
closely. But if not, my/attention'll wander. But it's kind 
of there. It's like,a familiar sort of experience. 

Q I think that's another' female thing.' I mean, I 
don't think· any woman sits and watches a whole game without 
doing something else. 

~. 

MRS •. CLINTON: I tl1ink that's prob~bly right. 

Q Y~u're washing dishes or you're writing le:~ters. 

MRS. CLINTON: ,Yeah. Exactly. Yeah. And it's. 
there, ·so you lift')lp"and you put ,your head back down. 

Q Right. When you hear the announcer scream. 

MRS. CLINTON:· When you hear something really, 
exciting going':on. Now we are deeP in the throes of the NCAA 
tournament, which we've always loved'and followed closely. 

Q< Have, you been·watchl.ng it? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, yes.' Yeah. We've been watching 
it. And, of course, I've watched closely all the Arkansas 
games because I know'the coac:tl so-well arid admire him. And 
got to meet a lot of players when we went to the game in -
what, December', I think we were there.' So what I'm hoping is 

.. that we'll get to see one of the Final Fcnh- games, if we're 
. lucky. 

Q Would you go if Arkansas made it? 

MRS; CLINTON: Oh, yeah.Oh, we sure WOUld. Yeah . 

. Q And 
, 

they're playing the Regionalnow, in Texas~ 
" 

MRS. CLINTON: In Dallas. And we're going to be 
there. So we: 'wil-l probably -

Q So you're going to go. 
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MRS.'CLINTON: Yeah. I tliink there's --, they play 
Friday night, arid if they win Friday night, they play Sunday 

"afternoon. And, we hope to see at least one of those games. 
Probably the Sunday afternoon game. 

Q Now, you mentioned that your husband jogs. 

MRS. ' CLINTON: Yes. 

Q And he jogs very early, right? 

" MRS. CLINTON: He jogs earI y, and he' jogs very 

regularly. ' 


Q And very quickly. Everybody says, he just -- he 
books. 

MRS. CLINTON: Yeah, he does he's, like an eight
minute,miler. And a lot of 'people who go jogging with him 
are not prepared because" you know, he'S? big. And so, they 
think" this man is not built like a"runner. And so they kind 
of start out, and then, he just keeps going and going and' 
going. And- people drop by the wayside. But it's a great 
release for him. 

Q Yeah. And it starts his day. NOW, does that 
start your day? When he gets up, is that what wakes you up" 
and you start your routine,? 

MRS~,CLINTON: Yes. Yeah . .we both :get'up, you 

know, and 


.Q NOw, do you ·set this sounds like a stupid 
question, but, I mean, do you, set an alarm? Or 'are you both" 
just early riser~, that you just jump' ,out of bed? 

, MRS. CLINTON: Usually, we don't need an alarm, but 
if we've been up real late, or if we have to get up 
exceptionally, early, we use an alarm. But'we usually get ,to 
bed between 12:00 and 1:00 and get up ,about 7:00. 

Q Okay. ,And now, when he goes jogging, then what 
are you doing? 

, MRS. CLINTON: Well, if I am being diligent, I go, 

either outside and walk around, or,more likely, I go and 

walk on the treadmill or, you know, do the weights or the 
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exercyclethat we have. And maybe I'll watch a movie': I 
watched the wonderful Jane Alexander program about Eleanor 
Roosevelt on the' treadmill. There's a lot of things I ' 
haven't had a chance to see that I'm now plugging in and 
watching so that I don't ,get bored to death. 

Q , And ,how ,long would you stay on the treadmill? 

MRS. CLIN'+9N: Depending' upon how ~ ear ly' 'I had to ' 
get started, between 20,minutes and an hour. 

QNow, how many papers ,do you read in 'the morning? 
Is that part or YO,ur morning 'ritual? ' 

MRS. CLINTON: No, it's not. 

Q Really? 
'" 

MRS., CLINTON: No, I don't read papers on a .daily 
basis. I read, them sporadically. I really don't find it 
helpful to start my day .by throwing: myself into what ,other 
people are saying about whatever's going on in the world. 
I'd rather kind of just'get.my own.mind straight and kin<;l of 
figure out what I'm doing that day. 

You know, I might read s9mething that I have to 
read on the, treadmill or on the bicycle. ,And then, other 
days, I'll get up and go have breakfast, with Chelsea and read 
the papers. So t don't have any set feeling for that. It's 
just kind of like" what else is on my mind, and what I need 
to be thinking about ~ , ' 

Q It's not a habit. 

MRS. CLINTON: ' No, ':Tt' shot' a habit. 

Q Had it ever been? O~ has .tha~ changed? 

, MRS. CLINTON: No, 'I've never -.;. :i: mean, I'm not 
one of, these people who sits down every morning and reads .the 
paper. I us,uallY get around to looking at the paper some 
time during't.he day. ,And, of course, here, people prepare 
clips, ari<;l·th~y do:a'lot,of that preparation for you.' So I 
usually get around to it. ,But. it's' not something I do right 
off. And I don't"turn on the TV and look at the,mornin,g' 
news. " ' " 
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. Q You don't watch the 

MRS. C~INTON: I just don't do that. 

Q No. 

, MRS. ' CLINTmi: I figure, if it's important enough, 
1.'11 find out about 'it, and, i"don't want other people sort of 
setting ,the tone of my day until I 'have kind of figured out 
what I need ,to do "that day. : 

'Q Mm-hmm. And would it affect your day? 

MRS,. CLINTON:' It might; it might riot. It might ' 
get me diverted. If 'I have a big speech, for example, at, 
say, 10:00 in the morning that I'm really intent upon trying 
to communicate effectively -:"' about health 'care, for example 

that's what I want to be ,thinking about. ' , 

And if I pic,k' up :the paper before then and there.' s, 
some horrible story about s'omething that happened to somebody 
in another part of the wor ld, I" mean,' that's important' to, me. 
I will 'find out about that'later, but I kind 'of want to get 
on with my own' day. 

Q :Yeah. 'How do stories affect you as a person? 
You know, when you read stori,es about you and yo~rhusband 
and your family and, your, friends? 

,> 
MRS. ,CLIN,TON: WeIl,' it depends, upon what the . 


s~ories ar~. If they are largely somebody's opinion, or if 

they're unrelated to anything that I think of as important, 

,they donit'affect'me. If there are 'tacts th~t I think are 
significant" then 'I try to take that seriously. But one of 

,the traits I.'ve tried to acquirEa ever since my husband's. been 
in public life is kind of taking coverage and criticism' 
seriouslY" but not pers6n~11y. " ' 

....... 

If somebody has'something that is important,or if 

they've got a different way' of looking 'at a situatiqn than I 
do, then I'm interested in it~ But if people are just 
throwing their opinions in along with everybody else's, I'm 
not interested in that. 

Q Back to the spo~:ts analogy~ A lot of athletes 
talk abo~t being in a zone. And like a baseball player ~ill 
see the pitch coming at him,_ like, it'looks like a beach 
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ball. Or a basketball player, a·ll the sudden, the heep leeks, 
like it's as big as Mentana.: De yeu -- as a prefessienal and 
as intent as yeu have to. be in yeur work -- de yeu get into. 
zenes where yeu see'things really clearly, and things are 
just

, 
sert ef geing the way yeu want them to. 

... 
ge?

" 

MRS. CLINTON: 'Oh, yes .. All the time. 
Particularly whe'n I'm werking en semething that I really 
believe in, yeu knew, like I have this past year en health 
care. I can be in a meeting or visiting with peeple who. are 
sharing their steries with me. And ,I just see everything so. 
clearly. ' ' ' 

It is su'ch an incredibleencounte'r., The steries 
peeple tell me. And when I hear these steries, I'm 
transpe~ted. I mean, I really feel myself being put into. 
their pesitien. 'And it just makes me feel so. invelved in 
what I'm deing~' And I den't knew hew else to. describe it. 
But it is like a levelef cl,arity and cemmitment that I de 
think has seme analegy in sperts. '. Or . in ether activities 
where peeple are really fecused,and intense in what they're
deing. . .. ' 

Q The flip side ef that is slumps. De yeu ever 
get into. slumps? 

. MRS.; CLINTON: Yeah, I think I de; Because it. 
takes so. 'much en,ergy to., keep fe9used. And yeu get tired.' So. 
yeu want to. take a ceuple' ef days eff" you knew. Go. see 
three er feur· mevies 'which we de.,' 

Q ;Isthat.what yeu de? Is that what feeds yeu? 

MRS. CLINTON: Yeah~ I mean, I'll read semething. 
I'll just sit dewn and get tetally immersed.in a book, er 

Q. Is there a particular type ef thing that yeu 
weuld read that yeu knew will .lift yeu back up? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, gesh. ,I read very eclectically. 
I'm just .. 

Q Like lately'~. 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, well, la.telY 

(Erid ef tape 1, side 2) 

MORE 

. ' 

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc. 
918 16TH STREET, N.w.' SUITE 803 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 

(202) 296·2929 

; . 

http:immersed.in


19 ' 


'i' ", ' ' 

MRS. CLINTON: one of those books, that I didnl.t 
want to finish~,because I jU$t'wanted to read it, and then 

" think about it some more. I enjoyed that immensely., 

Q When do you read for pleasure? 

MRS. CLINTON: I read'at night. And sometimes 
during the day/as a break. 'And 'oftentimes on the weekends. 
And I'll go for long walks, which I find very relaxing. And 
I will watch movies with" my husband, so that we 'just kind of 
put it all behLnd us. 

And we've' been able in the last year to ':go out to 
dinner a few times, which we like. ' It sort of takes us out 
of oUr more confined existence in the White House. Or we 
have friends in. And ~e. stay up late talking. Or play 
,cards. Do something fun. And I love doing that. 

So it's a necessary break from the concentrated 
effort that this place, requires all· the time, and that the 
responsibilities that' my husband' has..require. He has to be 
attentive. But I feel, on a much· more· limited scale, the' 
same thing about health care, for example. 

Q This year, will b~ your'rookie year. (Inaudible) 
Triple A to the Major L~agues~ 

MRS~ CLINTON.: (Laughter.) Well, maybe Double A. 

Q . ;CLaughter ~) Maybe Double A, to the Major 

Leagues. 


MRS:. CLINTON: Yeah, right. 

QWhat did you learn in your rookie year? Now 

you're sort of a second-year veteran. '
I' 

MRS '. CLINTON: Oh, boy. I learned' that no matter 
how well prepared you thought you were, in the minors, there's 
nothing like being in The Big Show. 'It, is just an amazing 
experience. And I have quoted and thought about so often 
that wonderful line in A League of their Own, which is my 
all-time favorite bal3ebalI"'movie, I think. ' Where the 

'character Geena Davis is playing wants to quit. And Tom 

Hanks, tbe coach, says, "You kno:w, it's not supposed to be 

eas~. If it were easy, anybody could do it." 
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And r.', feel that all ,of the pub'lic service that I've 
been involved.' in for 25 years," all ,the work I've tz:ied to 'do 

'on children's issues 'and legal services and health issues and 
family' preservation issues, and ~ll of the things tpat I 
worked on, prepared me kind of intellectually, I guess, for 
the'challengesof working on something like health care. But 
nothing can prepare you emot.ionally for being here,' 

If you're a student of' history., ,a's my husband is, 
or if you watched' current events closely, as I ,have all my , 
life; if you've been around people who.·have been President, 
as we've been privileged to be, and you'd even visited the 
White House in the ,past'-- it is just a ,small picture of what 
actually happens when you walk in here after he's been 
inaugurated. 

So there's be~n a bi'g, period of adjustment. I 
. mean, I've really --; to go back to the sports analog,ies -
I've really had to ,learn how, to both. p~tch and hit allover 
again. It's a different environment. . 

., 
Q Hit the curve~· 

• 
MRS. CLINTON: And hit the curve and the fastball 

and the beanball and the whole'deal. In baseball, you're 
considered a huge s6ccess'if you ~et a hit a'third of the 
time. And in this b,usiness, you're consider,ed a, failure if 

.. you don't get a, hit every, time you're up. 

And so, trying to figure out how to understand this 
environment arid work in it and not let it change us or alter 
our gameplan, which we think is the right one for the 
country, has been a real chall~nge for us. ' 

Q How do you do that? As a working mother, how do 
,you try to make sure that these four or eight years area 
'positive experience? Not just for the country but for yOU! 
family. And that Chelsea emerges looking back, "Yeah, those 
were great years that shaped me in this critical point in my
life."" ' 

MRS. CliINTON:, Wel.!, that's been my most important 
concern all th~s past year is how to protect her and give her 
the time and space she deserves to have to grow up. And.we 
have drawn some 'very solid lines that we' 'dori'tcross about 
how she is, ,treated or what she's exposed to. .And after I I 
think most people 'realized we meant it: that, she is her own 
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person; she gets to make her own decisl.ons~ We do not dress 
her up and trot her out for public consumption. ~ don't 
think that is fair to children. I just really don't like 
what that does to kids. Most people have accepted that. 

Now, we get the dQwn side. I mean, there is an 
insatiable curiosity about the President and his family, and 
so', th~.'factthat we're trying very hard against a lot of 
odds to. keep Chelsea's life private means that people in 
America 'don't see a lot of her. As they, in, my view, 
shouldn't. 'I mean; she's a 14-year-old child. So then' 
people say, "Oh, well, what's really going on?" and all that. 
But I'd·rather deal with that than subject her to premature 
publicity that I don't think she asked for. 

My husband and I kind of signed on for this. We 
were not maybe fully aware of what all it would mean, but we 
certainly had our eyes partially open about what this life 
would be like. But no child signsd,on for that. And so we're 
really pleased at her life here, .her friends here, her school 
and her other activities. . 

Q" Do you ,have to schedule time to make s;ure you 
spend X amount of time· with her every day or every w,e,ek?How 
does that work? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we ,have dinner together 'every 
. night unless 

Q You do .. 
," .. I
MRS,; CLINTON: Oh, yes. Unless we're gone 


somewhere' ~ , 


,Q Do you have .dinner at the·same time every night? 

MRS. CLINTON: Usually between 6:30 and 7:30. She 
gets home from ballet practice usually by about 6 :'30. And so 
we usually have dinner, ready by then. And then, depend1ng 
upon when her dad can get there I or if I'm tied up witli . 
something, when we can all get tl'lere. ' 

, And 'then we spend time together usually every 
night. She does her Qomework, but I'm in and out of her 
room. She's in and out to see us. Asking questions. Asking 
for help, for guidance. 
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And then', on the weekends we 'try to carve out time 
:together. And the,n,' I try to get to every school and 
extracurricular activity.' I went to see her at the parent 
visitatiori at herbaliet' class this week. ' So I was there 
yesterday for about an hour and a,half; That's really 
important to me. T,o be there for her and to ,know whC!.t she's 
,doing. And I s'tay in cIQ'se, touch with,'her teachers. And I . 
go 

, 
to the' 

; 
parents' 'activities'. . 

It's much harder for myhusband~ I think one of 
his real regrets is that he doesn't have the freedom'of 
movement thatI,do~ I'm with people al~ the time"but'I 
don't have a huge motorcade that has to go 'with me everywhere 
with doctors 'and inl'lftary aides and press gnd all that he has 
to have., So it makes it much more difficult for him to make 
the movements:he'~ like to. 

H'er schodi football te,amwent undefeated this year. 
And'it was really important ,to, her' and all of her friends. 
So he actually got 'to one c;>f the games. 

Q,That's great. 

MRS. CLINTON: Which was verY,nice for both of 
them. 

Q, Ar~ you living the life'today tliat the little 
girl who was playing kickball out in the streets of 
Hartbridge thought she'd,be living? 

,,,I 

MRS. CLINTON: No. No. I didn't know what I'd be 
doing. But I neyer'thought I'd be doing this. When I was a 
little girl,! had all kinds of dreams. I wanted to b~ an, 

,astronautiI wanted to be a foreign correspondentiI wanted 
, to be a doctor. You know, all different kinds O,f ideas about 
things to do. All of them very active and non:':"traditional, 
but none of them had any connection with what I'm doing right 
now. 

';, But I don' tthink lives usu~lly wo'rk out that way. 
,I think that you just do the best you can every day, and you 
try to make 'good decisions that you' then build on. So when" 
people say to me,,, "What did you think you would be doing five 
years ago?" .1 say, "I don 't)cnow. II And when they' say" "What 
do you think ,,you'll be doing in five years?" I'd say, "I 
don't know." 
of my life. 

,I mean" that'"s 
" 

just riot how'I've ,ever thought 

, l 
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Q Are you living the life you'd thought you'd be 
living on election night? , 

MRS. CLINTON: When you won? 

, Q' Yeah. I mean, is this the life you thought 

you'd be living? 


'.. to, 

MRS. CLINTON:, No. There's this myth that my 
husband decid~d he was, going to run fOl;" President when he was 
eight months ,old or something. And' it doesn't work like' 
that. He always wanted to be in public service, and I always 
supported that .and thought it was wonderful. 

Q But,I mean, I guess what 1',m asking is, like, on 
election night~ it's over. You know you're going to go to 
the White Hous.e. Is this 'what you thought 'life was going to 
be? ,,, 

MRS.' CLINTON: Oh, you know, that's a' I didn't 
know what toexpecti rea'fly.' "I had, it, turns out, a pret'ty 
uninformed view of what it would be, like., I really didn't 
appreciate a lot of the cul,ture of,.thisplace. So it's been 

, a learningexperi~nce for me. 'And I; didn't really understand 
what it would f~el like to lose;my freedom.'of movement • 

All during the time, my husband was governor, 1: _ 
drove my. own'car, except when' I did official things, or we,nt' 
out of time to make a speech or cut a ribbon somewhere.', And 
I did my shopping for clothes with my daughter. I,took'her 
to and picked her up'from school a'lot and took 'her to balle1: 
a lot and took her to friends' houses and we'd go out to 
lunch and we just spent a lot of time together. And I had no 
idea what the' impact of losing that' mobill.ty would be like. ' 

.I remember, one time' last sp~imi, Chelsea's class 
had science projects displayed at the National Zoo. And it's 
about ,a 45-minute walk from the White House. So I wanted to' 
go see them, ,and I thought it would be, a great walk ; it was a 
spring day. And I remember walking out the gate of, the White 
House and literally feeling like weights had been lifted from 
my chest. I cannot even describe the sensation that it was. 

'Except it felt in a tangible way like I had been freed. 

I just almost gasped because I just realized how, 
inside here, it is so, easy to g,et isolated and inSUlated, and 
,how important it is to keep going out and ,doing things that 
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are important to you, and staying in touch with'people. 
Which is why my husband just feels so strongly that when,he 
goes places, he wants t,o meet people and talk to people and 
be with people" and not moved, like a robot, from one event 
to the next. 

It's not just because. you want to have some 
contact; it's what it does for you. You:can round out your 

. humanity again. Harry'Truman used to be able to take a walk 
by himself. 

Q Really? 

MRS. CLINTON.: . Sure. Every day. 'And, I think, 
President Eisenhower,' who was the President when I was a 
young girl, prpbably played golf two or-three times a week.' 
And, .increasingly, the pressure~ have just gotten,greater and 
greater and greater. . 

And I think it's sucn a sad development.. Because 
somebody is elected President ~- we've only had, what, 42 of 
them, I guess.-... because of the. qualities and the experience 
and the ideas that they bring to the job. And then, they get 
into the job, and people start trying to impose" all these 
artificial barriers. And try to determine what they do and 

,.who they see and all of. the .obstruct.ion~ to being part of the 
daily give-and-take of life. So we really try to fight hard 
against. that. But it. is an uphill s~ruggle .. 

Q . Yeah. 'How do you hold on to -::- you know, 
there's so much -- I mean, (inaudible) -- t mean, there's so 
much cynicism here, and to try to make sure you hold on to 
what people are rea-lly thinking and what it is you're really 
doing. How do you do that? 

.; 

MRS .. : CLINTON: Well, you stay i,n touch with a lot 
of people you knew .. before you got here. That is very 
important. You know, honest friends who'say, "Oh, hey, what 
are you doing? Let me tell you. II Who you can pick up the 
phone and calli they can pick up the phone and call you. 
They can drop -in and see you. . . . 

We've probably had I don't know how many dozens and 
dozens of people that we have known'for years come and see us 
in the White House. So there's this constant flow of people 
who we know and know us and can give us a sense of what's 

, happening in other,plac~~~ 
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I think you have to travel. You've got fo get out 
of Washington. "And you've got to see people in different 
~ettings and listen to them and work with them. 

. . . 
And I think one of the real strengths that my 

husband has is that he never forgets where he came from and 
what: kind of person he wants to be .. And so he's"always got 
these touchstones in the back' of his head, like, "What would 
this .mean for John smith who's my childhood. friend who's a 
struggling small businessman with three kids to put through 
college?" That kind of constant reality testing. It fills 
you up ; it restores your ellergy; and,it g·ives you a much 
better sense of what"s going on., .'.... . . 

A VOICE:· Time for one'more question .. 

. Q Okay'. How. are the.Cubs going to do this year? 
You're·throwing out the first ball? 

MRS. 
. ,. 

CLI~TON: It's a pennant. It's a World Series 
yea~,. It's alwa~s -- . 

Q Guaranteed. Guaranteed • 

.: MRS. CLINTo'N: You know"hope springs eternal. I 
still believe; in a place~alled Hope and Wrigley Field. 

Q' Somebody's got' t~ believe r'eal hard. D'o you 
know anything? I haven't ev~n follqwed what the Cubs are 
doing at all. Have you followed at all during spring 
training h~w they're doing? 

. MRS. CLINTON: Not - - you know I they're do ing okay .. 
But, I mean, I .don't really pay much attention'to spring 
training. I think spring training is training. I really 
don't think it matters what happens in $pring:training. 

~. " > 

So when the first game is played and we start our 
onward march.~-. I'm reallY'excited about it. I love Wrigley 
Field. 'I have "No ~ights in Wrigley' Field" t-shirts. 

Q Really·? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh" yes. I was very sad when they 
.put lights up. .But I think it's going to be a great thing 
for me to do because these are people iri an organization that. 
gave me a lot of joy ,over the years. 
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And I also think a lot about my father 'because he 
/ 
'~. 

was a faithful, faithfulCub~ fan_, 'And would scream at the 
TV set even as he got older.' And would always remind us 
about how nice guys do 'finish last, as one of our former,

J managers made immortal. And it was just 'a great family 
experience for:us.' So it'll, mean a ,lot for me to be there 
about a year after he died: 

Q' Yeah. Do you check :pox scores? 

MRS. 'CLINTON: I do, you know, when I'm into it. 

Q Do you? When you get into the paper and you' 
,....

look? 

MRS., CLINTON: Yeah. When, I'm really into it, I 
'get'excited. 

Q Toward the end ,of the season, whem it means 
something~ 

MRS'~ 'CLINTON: ,Yeah. And we went to the playoffs ,:/ 
when they pl'ayed San' Diego. , ,And I' took my parents. And I 
think it ~as .;..- of all,the things:I'veever been able to do 
for my father, it was like the highlight. ' 

Q Really?' 

MRS. 'CLINT9N: Oh, yes. To go to the playoff 
games. And to see the Cubs on the v~rge of maybe ~etting a 
little -- of course, we know they didn't. 

Q, Yeah, right. Heartbreak.. That'll' steel you.' 
. That'll give you a'thick skin. 

MRS. CLINTON:, (Laught$r.) Yeah, right. And ,then, 
if you're a Cubs' fa'ri, I mean, Washington is, you know. It's 
a step. But not a big step.' 

Q ,(~aughter.) That's right. W~ll" thank you so 
, much. 

'/.. 

* * *' * * 
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