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fTranscr;pt i1523 Segment #03

o

- Mrs.. 01inton Says Health cara Raform 0pan to CQmpromiae .
i ‘ ’“_ O
[f,LxNDA WERTHEIHER, Host: President Clinton sald today he thlnks I N
. Congress will adopt: un;veroal ‘health care, although there may be- Bome minor o
jf;dabates about. how exaotly to define that. . It’s not tclear how«flexible the '~
: "adminiﬂtration will be about  the ‘pace at which universal coveraqe is phased.g
~ . in or ‘the. staps it will accept to get there.3‘,;A“ RN RN o
 VF1rst lady Hlllary Rodham CIlnton is considered to be more determlned ‘

. on this issue .tharn her husband. But as NPR’s Mara Liasson reports, Hrs
*“clinton is maklng sure there is plenty of room to maneuver.~" :

© MARA. LIASSON Reporter°‘ As the Chafee group workad on its propoaal ;
" this week, the white House reacted very diplomatlcally. The first lady
;ancouraged the group's work, but refused to commant on the details. White.;
. Houge officials-were hopeful it would provide some way to get 'a bill out of . -
3"the Finance Committee: that could. eventually ‘Yead :to the’ president‘s qoal -
.. 'a plece of laglslation he ocould credibly argue guaranteed universal. I
‘coverage at soma pclnt in the future.:’f« SR . ,‘_%ﬁ 4,(_\, m”f'i M\

oL
£

. In an 1nterview a. few hours before the Chafee group presentad 1ts o
'Iroposal Mrs. Cllnto? repeated her bottom line.,j~ SR
©  HILLARY" RQDHAM CLINTON: " There has to be some mechanism for achlev1ng S
"universal coverage. We think there are a number of .ways of achieving . T
" universal coveraga and we will wait to see what the othar:committees do< § v
'before we .reach any conclusions about what w111 or will nat work, or what L
‘15 politically posalble._ : Clee T e o o -
‘;LIASSON. Hany members of* Congress and ‘some White ﬁouse offlcials‘aV SR
believe: that Mr., ‘and Mrs. Clinton have. OVGI*QStlmated ‘what it politically I
'poasible. from this. Cohgress on health carae reform. White House aides’ have . S
. been hopeful that' the Chafee proposal 'would at.least include a-mechanism to =
- phase in xndlv1dua1 mandates if not employer mandates.; But it dldn't and
?A_that, sourcea aay, was a dlsappointed.» ST S B
'.SQnator Jay Rockefell?r, Cllnton'g stronqest supporter on tha Flnance

ks v -~
CM -\‘ R -J

, ”“} A11 Thinq= Considered (NPR) #5233 ffﬁ:'f*fﬁuﬂifﬂ<f"iff”' Pag“ ‘1

:“ COmmittaQ said it this is' the best thay hava\to offer, it only ehowa we
' have a lot of work to do. The plan offered .only a.smidgen ‘more than the
marglnal reforma tha first lady saxd the president would never accept.«»
.. Mrs. CLINTON. We have baan ‘ag’ open and flexible as we knew, but the " i

resxdent has. laid down the bottom line, ‘which is no more marginal reforms, -
‘o nore avo:l,qu the’ ultmate cbjactive of’ ‘health care reform. We have to .
- achieva universal coverage. But he ‘is- opsn to the way of doing that.;y“;z..:,f

N - E . P . e
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- "LIASSON: The ﬁhite chse arguas that without univeraal covaraga, even
- marginal reforms won’t work. - But some. of those reforms, such, as a ban on
_danying insurance to people who have pre-existing conditions, would be
“;:!!;comed by many middle olass Americans. So might a goal just a littla:
"M¥8s than 100 percent coverage within the first five years.. Some of the"?

" president’e. advisers counsel that' it would be politically foolish to walk

. -;away from a. deal like that, should. it oome to hxa desk. .. But urs.,Cllnton'f
talks openly about that possibility. ~i._h¢n, R ,_A,Aﬁ.4 e

xnrs CLINTON. I wou&dn't blamn anybody. I would be . just ba very sad 4
-~ that we had failed to do what we should as'a mature nation, be. able’ to'do.
“But my husband never givea up. So, if, for some reason it wera not what he
. houqht the. country: needed, he’s not gaing anywhere.. "He'll ba back. But I
"iﬂdon't think that w1ll happen.(» S T ..‘]A”“”. v ~>,, %, ;

e LIASSGN- Whather or not that does happan depands on 3u5t how flexxble }7;‘
‘the president and Mrs.. Clinton decide ‘to be about health care reform.~;so'5v

.I~far,.White House offlcials believe thelr tactic of standing firm on

. ‘universal coverage, and repaating the veto threat, has put pressure ‘on the«,
. ‘other side. But if you .listen closely, Mrs. ‘Clinton sounds a lot more

Vf-fiexibla than her . sometlmea ‘atridant comments: on the need’ for ‘broad-bdsed .
.7 raform, would suggest, -Her language ia- carefully chosen to allow- ‘the
- preaidant as much’ room as. poaslbla to dafine what_ ‘does’ and what doesn’t -

i
" Mrs. CLINTON. 1f vé qet ‘a.piede of leglslation that puts ug firmly on

‘meet hla bottom 1ine. None of us will gat exactly what we wants, she says.‘

e

?1nthe road toward univargal coverage, and I know it ‘will be there, yes itra e
"not goxng ‘to solve averyone'’s: problems over night.. _But we didn‘t get into- -

V%~that our country has really reaponded'

is situation over night. It will take time to‘do.it right., But if ve -
e on that road, then I can go bhack to any town ‘I’ve baan 'in; I can -
ra-read any of the more than a: million letters I have reca1vnd and feel

. . s
R

“f LIASSON‘- Baing on the road 0 universal coverage could mean’ many C '
“‘things, - As onea: outside adviser says about the CLintons, AThey’ve naver dug

.their heels: in 80 hard that they’ve brought the prOOQas to a halt At the. -

fglwhlte Heuse, I'wm Hara Llasson.Af-

;[music] ~17 77 ;f’ 3‘5,1.3 'fgi~;_~~.” !,fﬁv,‘s

ot - Sy . SN , o

; ‘[The precadinq taxt has. been prcfessionally transcrlbed. However, in|

order to meet rigid’ distribution and\transmission deadlines, it has not
been proofread against audiotape'and cannot,,for that reason, be guaranteed

/,".‘

All Thlnqs Cons;dered (NPR) #1323—3 f;j;t*fu :jﬁuk‘  :{’Z'Paéé #2 

f;gas to the accuracy of speakers' words or spelllng ] ';f ,'.ijf‘g;A,fffn,j“
- '.’) , ,,’“ :,{ : )'t . o : R . S - Lt .

- Copyrlght 1994 National Publlc Radio.f All Rights ReserVed.;f“\
i ; . .

QThe pxecedlng text*has bean profe551onally transcribed HoweVer, although
the text has been checkad against an audio ‘track, in order to meet rigia
istribution and tranamisaion deadllnes, 1t haa not yet been proofread '
dgalnst tape. o ST o : . S
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‘:{Health Cara Reform Plan a Reflection of First Lady - "

,BOB EDWARDS, Host-, Good norninq., The U S. dollar fall to another

;'record post-war low. today in Japan. I'm Bob’ Edwards. Today ia Wedneéday,‘g "

- June- 29th, and thls 13 NPR's Mbrn;ng Edition.fpn»-"

a

'fi[‘Mornlnq Edition' thame music] ij~:;ﬂ'3LV7i*';{f, 14'~‘QQ

’xkEDWARDB" In Japan today,,formar Prxme Minlster Toshki Kalfu 1sp)- may L
. ‘bacome prime minister again. ‘The city of Aden in Southern Yemen was . ~
.repaeatedly shelled all night -in rocket and migsile attacks by forces from

" Northern Yeman. . More meetings in Parla today on. Bosnla, and ‘a Brxtish ]
.. general in Sarajavo said today the Bosnian ceasa-fire is dead, Gary Busey
. 15 50 today, and- today is the bxrthday of chgrassman Fred Grandy, he’s 46
. Years old.\ The newvs is next L _ T , ‘
[funding credits glven] : |
QMormng Editicm' theme music] SN o Sl

WARDS: This is norning Edltlon, I’m Bob Edwards. Hxllary Rodham

~.Clinton has been a central figure from the start in ‘the debate over haalth

* ~care reform, .She is the architect of the president’s’ plan; ‘and its chief.
" advocate. Mrs. Clinten also:-has become a 1ightn1ng rod for both: ‘praise and

‘eriticism, Millions of Americans have written her latters in the hopes ' =~

" that the prcsmdent'e ‘plan will gsolve their health cara problems. Intersst
- groups,’ and somé members. of Congress, have ‘complained sha is strident and

’V_unocmpromiging in her pursuit of the preﬂident's goal - universal coveraqe.’ ;

-, '"NPR White Housa: correspondent has this, report on Mrs. Clinton’s role in‘
- thte House efforts to reform the health cara. system. e L
N ‘.\N 5 ;' .

iKARA LIASBON, Reporter.v So much of the adminiatration -3 effort to

reform the health care system is“a reflection of the complicated and drivan f?5"

N Woman who leads it. .The plan reflects Mrs. Clinton’s own confidence that
it 18 possible to desiqn a system to raform one-seventh of tha u. S TS

DA 4 f ) . _. R B L . ',‘ B ,/"'_v?
L. . R . '..""", .

.
N 4

' Mornlng Edltlon (an) #1373 -1 yfc';n V*f?f;;“ o 5”,”7;: Page #1 B

‘*.economy, and lt ambodies her bcllef that qovernment can solve soc1a1
‘problems.ff”~ B , { e o : o i

‘yﬂer emotinnal involvement 13 intense.) The fert lady has heard .

hundreds of - tragic ‘stories about paople caught 'in the haalth insurance \
stem, but,. she still geté teary-eyed at almost every health care event. f
yn an 1ntervxew ‘with NPR Hrs. cllnton said she was. grateful to have met '

those people. - " e i A . , e
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‘.HILLARY RODH&M CLINTON, First Lady.“ Almoat to a parsan, not ona of .
them complains to' me. They don’t take me aside and blama ‘somabody .’ They .
~ don’t yell and scream. They don't,,you know, call up talk radio shows and
ery on. -They lock me in the eye and they say, ‘Let me tall you what the.
, oblems are, and let me give you my ideas about how- they ‘should be solved,
 and why T think avery. person .Needs to have health care coveraqe.~, - 80, .
"“'it’s8 bean both a soharlng experiance ‘but a oredlbly upllftlnq;one to be
o confronted by that much courage on a. daily basia., SR L
~ «;LIASSON., Whan Hrs. Cllnton speaks 1n public, she ‘has’ a reformer -3
zeal. Health care reform is important for polltical and- economxc reasons,

ivjfshe says, and Lt's lmportant forxaocial justica..

. Ms. RODHAM CLINTON. This is an. issue that has an ethical d1m8n81on,\a »
. moral dimension. - It says . a. lot about what’ kind of people 'we. are, what our.
.valuea are, ‘what we cara about. It says a lot about what klnd 0f country

o we are goxng to, have.;“’ R

WLIASSON. the president's health cara plan lost support wzth the
.. public, the criticiem of Mrs, Clinton became less restrained.- Sources in-
' and outside of the. White House now say most of har mistakes were made in.
‘the beginning. - She insisted on a cloéely controllad sacretive proocess to
.. ‘develop the plan. The plan itself was huge and-terribly complicated; too
. hard to explain’ to the publ;o, too- easy for BPGClal 1nteraat9 to pick apart
‘piece by piece..x“ e T L T ‘«_g R

.Agalnat tha advlce of ‘tha White House polltlcal advxsers, ‘she went on
" the ‘attack agalnst insurance prov1ders, drug companies, even potential -
llies on'Capitol Hill, such as Congressman Jim Cooper, the author of a
‘Ehval plan Mrs.. Clinton. felt threatened the goal of . univarsal coverage.
eople: who have worked both for and -against haer on haalth care say Mrs.
~ Clinton sometimes has' the hubris of the do-gooder. Whan sha’s convxnceda,a,:f
:-,ahe’s right, her conviction is, unshakable.‘ “ \. R P
’n"Ae a. lobbyiet for a group of . biq hospltals, Michael Bromberg [sp] has .o
fought hard against price controls in the nealth care bill, and ha -1 had”,v:';

 severa1 meetinqs with Mrs. 011nton.,7“ﬁﬁ, fﬁjio. TP
. MICHAEL BROMBERG) Lobbylat for Hospitals: I sense an: inoredible. ' i
«willinqness +to talk, ‘an incredible’ willingnass to spend a lot of tlme.?“
V'Thay'll spand lots of txme thh you, but they don't band.,: o o

?Lmssow. | Mra. clinton's supporters have a dlfferent view. west}" e
Mornznq Edztxon (NPR) f1378-1 ‘? 7;,  ,," 5f5&.1“\i3fj”3 ‘Page 8

iV1rginia sanator Jay’ Rockefeller is a leader.in the fight for universa1f7(3'

7*¢°V9raq¢. and he’s one of tnegflrst lady & biggest boostars.k. B .

V,San. JOHN ROCKEFELLER (D-wV). She's been a driver on th;s.< she s nct .
besn ideclogical, sha’g been.willing to. ‘compronmise, "She’s baan ferociously
L.committed to univarsal health ‘care from the very beginning. - ' Whan she does

~ make gesturestior statenments of compromise, there’s probably-a. very good "~

‘I!eason for it, Like; 1 thxnk shae. prntty much. always knows what eha s, ;‘]ﬁ”

oing, .7 . | ~‘.l B N SN g

fLIAsson; }n1gh;fnqw,;thaths~gjb:oposition;beiﬁqfdébatga,ip'ﬂashingtén;; )

\
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'Is Hrs, Clintan's hard-line stance on univeraal coveraqe a tactia or a ;..
-gtrategy? “Ie she a canny poker player ‘who knows when to hold ‘em and whan
to fold ’em? /Or ia she holding out for more than CQngress osn daliver? -

k has to come from Conqress, sha says.fn,»:,t, 5 _v«, \ _(\3\ x
fﬁuScme tear she. wlll miacalculate “and hold ‘out until thare_s not enough
'tlma left to: qet a ‘health. care deal.a Michael Brombarg- o

M, BROMBERG'M The art of. compromise ia somatimes compromlsing away
. “what you think is rlqht, and not . DEIHG too thin-skinned., I wean, they re
 wvery thin-gkinned of our criticiam. I mean, you can‘see the bady language

~ ¢hange when you criticize any ona of these ‘pages.: Out of tha 1 341, you-

' ‘figure there’s got to be one page there that probably can go. - You try to

e;ibring it up and the Hhole-'there 8 a whole shlft dn body languaga.

g LIASSON* ~One. mlnute thare's a. smile, Brnmberq says, the next minuta
-~ sha’a nhakinq her flngar - Like many on Capitol Hill, Michael Brombarq
s would rather negotlate with the president than the flrat 1ady. - ,Agx

~ Hr. BROMBERG' T thlnk that she has very strong bellefa, and I don't R
“think she’s a 'compromiser. T really don’t.- I think he' is a compromlser,_'-
.and.he may be hava baliefs, but, I don’‘t think they're as. 1daolo ical, And.

. Clinton says theré’s no need for the president to cut a deal now. Thép e

‘I have heard her say several t;mea that if the 'bill is not to thair liklng, o

_»or meatinq thelr tasts ’she knows ‘how to run on tha issue.5»

~;”.LIAS&0N*' It's not eaﬁy to tell whether Mrs.rCILnton 1ooks rorward to -

. running on the issue, or just wants. to keep lobbyists . 1ike Michael Bromberg
£f balanca.. Asked if ‘sha would recommend the presldant veto a' bill and
‘en campaign on. health cara in the md-tarm electlona,‘ she says that wcm't
be necessary. ’ . L T . L :
o S I , e o
M@ ‘RODHAM CLINTON:. I don‘t thimc I would have to. "rhef’prés'ident is
-on racord as strongly as he could ‘be. SIS T e R

| “'*-I'msso"' | fi"te“lwmm ‘l:'hat he would do. that" W Ln T e

-ZLIABSON. [1ntarv1ewinq] Can the White House afford to do that
;politically? In other worda, wha's gonna get the blame 1f he does that?

~i P _ 5 ;

* Noentng attion '-(N?R)ffh;a?a-i-ia | . ‘*."Pas'e;;*i*?f

/ ‘Ma. RODHAM CLINTON'“ You know,,I don't think about issues lika that,"_,5f
: :ndtI wish peopla in. Wash;ngton and politxcs would stop thlnkinq about
" --that. - .
”~'."‘n . : ?,,_ > s [ ,"" . “ B T . . . - ',
‘;LIASSON°1 But, people in w§sh1ngton do thlnk about that, and Hrs. o
~Clinton seems to be, ona  of .them. Sha particlpates in- polxtlcal atrategy
. Bessiona at the thtu House ‘almost every day, and she .can describe.a ', -
scenario where the. opponants of health care reform are blamed if the: eftort
ails, “It”a based on'a. quastion she repeats'often -  ‘How can members of. 'v;
®longress. who ‘have guarantaad themselves insurance. deny the same thlng to "
avaraqe Americans7'~f . ‘ A I S

U B SR
s
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Me.,RODHAH CLINTON. If I were a member of Congrase, I would not want
‘to answer that question. “And. there are many. in the COngreas ‘who will ba
“able to.answer by saying, “That is exactly what I tried to do., Now you: ﬂ
‘lﬁve to help me at’ the ballot box conv;nce other members it's what you want
em to do as well o SR . Dot L R

ILIASSON.: [interviewinq] Next time. R

;5Ms RODHAH CLINTON' Whenavar.’  SR e et
-VJ’LIASSON.- But, many in Washington believa there won’ t ba a next tlma.‘ ;
.They think it’e now or never for health .care. reform, -and there are signs,’

- .. despite Mrs. Clinton’s d;soxplined delivery of her’ bottom-line demand, that’“"u

' she knows that too. . Hembera of her own staff say Mrs. c11nton -
inflexlbillty ‘has been’ exagqerated.f Her pragmatic side is just as strong,:
they say. . For aexampla, she recently warned her allies not to hold out for -

" the, maon, "and’ sha’s indicatad a willingness to consider compromising on |
abortion coverage in order to pressrva tha goal of ansuring everyone. And, .

- White House officials point out, that evaen. though™ har ‘advice on.h@alth. oare S

is crucial, it‘s the president who will make tha. final dacision, and- he is
getting advice from others, including his. newly named chlef of Btaff
iCapztol Hill veteran Leon Panetta. a_sy;. A t,ﬁ_‘ s .

~v“§These days. the flrst 1ady*s pragmatlsm is expressed 'in a studied
“ﬁvagueness., ghe flatly refuses to talk about: dates. or numbers or . :
-definitions 'of universal. coverage, even 'as she worries about. dlsappoxntlng
‘fall the paap]a whosa axpactationa hava bean raised by the crusade she - led.,
Ms. RODHAﬂ CLINTON. ;t bothara me evary single day, but T could feel
hat we had done what, we should do-as a nation if wa get a plece of

“legislation that pute ue firmly on the road toward- universal covarage."lﬁ;“'

- we are on that road, then .I c¢an go back to any town: I‘ve.bean in, I-can.
reread any of the more than a million. letters I have recelved and fae1
}that our oountry has really reaponded.» - : - -

b

fLIASSON" It tha' goal 19 marely baing on’ tha. road to unlversal o .fff»df‘

© coverage, then the p0381h111tias for an accseptabla compromise grow.,

"<‘Sources say the first lady has been sobered by the events of thae last ynar, o

L ereally sobered.' She hay not show lt, one outside adviser said but ‘a 1ot
. - o ‘ Ll : o
w~,{

L

Mornlng Editmon (NER)’ #1378-1 < f',{;ﬁ‘":ﬂ ;;_:171‘4 ; jf» paggf;4 ;ﬁ

‘j;of tha- early idealism‘is gone Now Mrs. c1intan seems to be’ concentrating

" " on two ‘things - working to keep ‘the pressire on for.universal coverage, . and
leaving her husband.. .ag much room as possible to say he achieved.his qoal.«
I1f she’s successful at both, ‘ghe_has a good.chance of ansuring her own ‘

QTQplace ln hlsgory.. In Washxngton, I'm Mara Liaason. R .

[muslc] 25“\”*1 i gu: V‘ﬁ‘:§ (*TTQ;] f”:.‘ka" ~:nf coT

’\~ EDWARD8-‘ Tha tlma 1s 19 minutas past the hour. o

l

{‘All Things COnalderad' promo]

‘I'[music} ) A;HQ.,JF:§,1%&§nf}”fj§ﬁij5;1;,,;r;“%&_f,;~ '
[news headllnes] R R

AR
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. the first lady’s role as Chlﬂf archltect of tha plan.
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\have a dlfferent feellng about- the mechanlsm now?

Aposslblyfcan be obtalned.

THE WHITE HOUSE

Offlce of the Press Secretary

.

vFof Internal Use~OnlyA> - L '.~ ‘ I e_June;24, 1994

AN INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY
CONDUCTED BY MARA LIASSON OF NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO
' THE WHITE HOUSE :

Q Yesterday you sounded very, Very hopeful about

'«what was happening in the Senate Finance Committee, and

today, as you know, some of your allies attacked the
proposal or at least the part ‘of it that wants to install an
individual mandate. They say 'it’s. bad for the democrats. Do
you agree with them? ' R - , '

MR CLINTON. Well I am hopeful about the process
that's g01ng on in the congress, in both houses of congress.

-And I think there’s a‘lot of strohg feelings on all sides,

but what’s important is that people are worklng together to

reach a resolution of these difficult issues, and I find that' :

very encouraging. So my hope is they will keep .working and

. do the best job they can, and then we can go to the American

people and talk about what the alternatlves are and get a

‘plece of leglslatlon passed.f

Q Last ‘week when you: spoke to the League of Women
Voters you criticized the concept of a trigger, the idea" of .
delaylng =- delaying the ‘hard .decisions that have to be made
if we're going to get to universal. It looks like some. kind
of delay mechanism or trigger is g01ng to be -- very likely’
going to be part of what emerges from this process Do you

i

' MRs. CLINTON: < I don’t remember saying that.. I .
remember saying that we cannot: have any leglslatlon that dees~

not get us to universal coverage, but from the véry
, beginning, the President and all of us. who worked on thls

issue have said there are many ways of gettlng4there. It is
difficult to comment on abstract proposals. These ideas- have

- to be put down on paper, they have to be analyzed they have
to be costed out, but the ultimate objective has never

changed, and that is unlversal coverage .as soon as 1t
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It’s the (1naud1ble) p01nt that you are'——

Q 'Yesterday you said there were nany different

‘ways of getting to universal coverage, and you’ve always said

that some combination of employer mandates, individual
mandates, taxes, are necessary Is any combination of those:

‘three good enough, as. long as 1t gets to the goal’-

MRS. CLINTON Agaln,uI would_say the.same as I
have said all along - There has to be some mechanism for
ach1ev1ng universal coverage. And we have encouraged
everyone on all sides of th1s ‘debate to be creative, to come

"forth with their best thinking. Very few have put it ‘down 1n

writing and have ‘actually put it into leglslatlve language, -

T and have actually obtalned whatever the cost progectlons are.

- We think there are a number of ways of ach1ev1ng
universal covérage, but you ‘cannot vote on an abstract
concept. It has to be actually: worked out, and we’re wa1t1ng
to see what comes of .the dlscu551ons that rare being held.

) TwO - commlttees have now f1n1shed the1r work. The .
publlc can.look at the bills that have been reported out by

"the Senate. Labor and Human Resources Commlttee, and the House"

Education and Labor Commlttee, and evaluate them. We will.

- wait to see what the other committees do before we reach any

conclus1ons about what will or will. not work or what is

’polltlcally poss1ble

AL

Q But you are quite flexible about the mechanlsms

\

© MRS. CLINTON . We always have been . We always have

'been, because we know that this is a very difficult, polltlcal‘

challenge, and it has not been addressed in our country for

. more than 60 years, desplte 7 presidents try1ng very hard to

put it on the agenda

This pre51dent has actually ach1eved that and‘so.
we have beenias open and flexible as we' knew. But the

'Pre51dent has ‘laid down the bottom line, ‘'which is:. No more

marginal reforms, no more avoiding the ultimate objectlve of
health 'care reform. We" have .to achieve unlversal coverage

'But ‘he. is open to the way of d01ng that.

: Q You spoke ‘about the debate, the new debate that

will ‘happen when this gets to the floor, and how the public
'will pay attentlon to it, as perhaps they haven’t been up

until that polnt CIf the ch01ce then is a blll with an
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- very well for 20 years, but there is.an individual-

1nd1v1dual mandate, . versus one that has mere of an employer
mandate, do you think then that there will be a surge of .
public support for universal coverage. with somethlng more —

‘“that requlres the employers to pay for 1t?

MRS CLINTON: Agaln, I thlnk 1t's hard to talk

ﬁtabout in the abstract. You would have to see what the
details are and how. would this actually be implemented.. In

every- poll I’ve ever seen, people favor hav1ng the employer .
share the responsibility. That is uhlform in every part of

'the country

We have the example of Hawall, whlch has worked

responsibility as well. So in fact we are always talking

‘about both 1nd1v1dual and employer-shared’ respon51b111ty

How it actually is. described and would be. 1mplementedc-— we
will have to wait to see what the legislative alternatives
are before anyone, T thlnk ‘can make a judgment

Q You know that health reform efforts have dled in

‘.the past because of the comblned attacks of the left. and the
;rlght or the misguided efforts of the left and attacks from
“the right. Recently you told a group of your supporters that

they were paying too much attention to the individual pieces

‘that they wanted, or the 1nd1v1dual mechanlsms, 1nstead of

the big key goal, and that. that perhaps could be in’ jeopardy ‘

if they dldn’t flght harder for universal coverage :

Do you thlnk that that could be happenlng now, when
you have groups of -~ consumer groups and labor unions ’

‘starting to zero in on the individual mandate instead of
-fighting for universal coverage" Are you worried about the.

debate getting so polarized that you can’t get somethlng 1n
the middle- through° ‘ S .

'MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I always worry about that,.

_because 1 do think this issue is an issue for middle’ class-

working Americans who don’t have the time to spend bonlng up

‘on every bit of detail about the issue. And I believe-
~.strongly that universal coverage is the key to putting our-
"health care system on a much firmer financial footing, to

prov1dlnq quality and choice for every American, and for
insuring that most of the Americans who are insured donvt run
the risk of - 1051ng thelr 1nsurance, as is increasingly ‘

-happenlng
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So I would llke everyone on all sides of th1s ‘issue
.to keep focused on what is really at stake, and that is’, w;ll

. we guarantee health insurance to. every American? And if we.

keep our focus on that, people ‘are g01ng to have to glve on
' the left, glve on the rlght.‘ : , A

L ‘ There s going to have to be an. honest effort to
work -out dlfferences, but the objectlve 'should remain the
vPre51dent’s objective, and that is guaranteed ‘health
insurance. And that’s what we want everyone to focus on.

-

s - Q nght now this debate is- gettlng down to

- ‘the wire. TIs there anything else the White House can do, the

: Pres1dent can do, to push this process along? Does he need
.to get more involved in hammerlng out some kind of compromlse

" ‘now, or do you Stlll ‘have a length of tlme left’

'MRS. CLINTON: Well, I thlnk thlS is -- it’'s- mov1ng
along very well It’s remarkable that you would have. the -
kind of attention paid to this issue and the results already
from two major committees, and I know that this has been a
~very intense effort for members of congress I think the

' President has'. become fully invested in this issue. I don’t

"believe there are many Amerlcans who don’t 1dent1fy him w1th
Cit, but I think the work Stlll has to come out of congress

: And what we belleve in the admlnlstratlon and the
supporters of health care reform- is there will never be a
better opportunity, that this is an issue that should go-
beyond partisan .politics, you know. Children who need health
care are not going to be paying.their bills with clippings
about rhétorical debates. ' I mean, this is -an issue that
© really affects people s llves S o o )

. And the Pres1dent will contlnue to make 1t
absolutely ‘clear what he expects from the legislative
‘process, but this process has to work. .I think the. American
people are watchlng very carefully to see whether or not this

\ - .congress will respond and will solve. their problems. I have

said many times that all we are asking is that congress. glve
* the American people what- they have for themselves, whlch is:
guaranteed health 1nsurance :

-There was an event on the Hlll ‘where a young woman
. stood and talked about ‘her health problems, a woman who had
always worked hard, she had .educdated herself, she tried to do.
what she‘thought.was‘rlght And a frlend ]oklngly told her,

MORE
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“well, you could always commlt a crlme and go. to prlson, ,
 because .they do give prisoners health care, or you could. run

for office and get elected to congress, because then you
would get health care. ' T

: That was not -a very funny joke in the context of
her life, but I think a lot-of us shook our heads because_
it’s. true. If you re r1ch enough you get health care; if
you’re poor. enough, or in a prison, you get health care. But
‘if you’re in the majority .of American life, the middleée class,
you live from job to job, where you’re one pink slip away,
~you’re one divorce away, you’re one accident or ‘illness. away.
So I'm hoplng that the congress-hears what I hear when I
travel every day, and gets the jOb done thlS year.

- Q If somethlng doesn’t meet the cr1ter1a that you
- have repeated again and agaln,,unlversal coverade by a date

*certaln -although. there is- obviously some legal room in .that,
would you counsel the Pres1dent to veto 1t and take it to the-'
voters?

MRS. CLINTON I don’t th1nk I would have to The
Pre51dent is on record as strongly as he could be. '

Q That he would do that?
MRS CLINTON Yes,
Q And 1f he does -=

: E 'MRSu CLINTON: And let me explaln why, because many
‘people say, why don’t you just settle for insurance reforms,
for'example Let’s just try to- take care of preexisting
conditions or portability.: The" problem is, in the absence of _
universal coverage you cannot solve those problems. ° You can
legislate insurance reform, ‘but you’ cannot make it possible.
to control the cost of 1nsurance through unlversal coverage

And therefore people who have a preex1st1ng
condltlon ‘or an illness, or lose their. job, they may, after
such 1nsurance reforns, be ent1tled now to insurance. But .
there is no effort to help them, through either subsidies or

through some mechanlsm to control the price of insurance, so:. -

- that although it might be. avallable to. them, it remains -
unaffordable _ :

And anyone‘whojlookslat the health care system in

< MORE



our country and - ‘sees the 1ncrea51ng number of the uninsured,
sees the way the insurance market discriminates aga1nst so
many of us who have, through no fault of our own, illnesses
or accidents with resulting medical conditions, .knows that
‘just leg1slat1ng insurance reform without universal coverage
'will not solve the problem. It will, though drive costs up
for many people who already have insurance, and it w1ll 1n
many respects g1ve us - the worst of both worlds

. Q If the Pre51dent is in the pos1tlon of . rejectlng'
something, vet01ng somethlng that includes only (inaudible) .
preex1st1ng condltlons, portab111ty, these bare-bones
insurance reforms that-you say '‘can’/t work without universal:
coverage, and he does take it to the voters, can the White h
House afford to do that polltlcally° In other words, who is -
~g01ng to get the blame if he does that’ -

- MRS CLINTON You know I don’t think" about 1ssues

. like that. And I wish people in Washlngton and politics
would stop thinking about that. I mean, this President

- believes, "and believed long before he- was President,’ that

health care reform was vital to the economic’ well belng, to

‘ ‘the:social fabr1c, and really- as a matter of eth1cs in our

larger natlonal commun1ty

And he has staked himself out, as he-has on so many
issues in the last year and a half. And you know it’s a ‘
lonely position to be' in, to be the ' advocate of reform, where

. the forces against change are, extremely well organized and .

'know exactly what they want ‘which is as little as poss1ble
S . And the forces in favor or reform are confused
bewildered, have many- different. agendas " We know the
1andscape And for ‘my husband, be1ng in public. life, be1ng'
President, is only worth it if you are actually helping
‘people and making a dlfference for the p051t1ve good of the
majorlty of Amerlcans : »

, So I don’t look ‘to place blame . I 'just would be-
- very sad that we as a nation had walked away from our .
responsibility, ‘that we, in the face. of three more --= three
million more uninsured this‘year than three years ago, with:
more people in danger of losing their. insurance, had turned
. our backs on those people, that we as a nation couldn’t.get

-our financial house in-order to be able to flgure out how to
‘\reln in health care costs. - o o S

: ' ’ /
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I wouldn’t blame anybody. I would just be very sad
.that we had failed ‘to do what we should, as a mature nation.
-But.my husband never  gives up, so.if for some reason it were
not what he" thought the’ country needed he’s not’ golng
anywhere. He’ll be back ’ : ,

. - But I don’t think that w1ll happen, because I
‘believe the congress cannot go back and face voters and
answer a questlon which is' a:very 51mple one, 'in my mind:

‘Why do they give themselves health- insurance, paid for in’
part by their employer, namely the American people, . and they -
cannot sit down, all those smart folks, and figure out how to. .
. do it for the rest of .America? If I were a member of ’
Hcongress, I would not want to answer that\question' '

: And there are many ‘in the congress who will be able
to answer by saying, That is exactly what I tried to do. ‘Now
- you have. to help me at the ballot box conv1nce other members
1t’s what you want them to do, as well

Q Next t1me?_-" R Bp

L ' MRS ,CLINTON: Whenever.
: Q .Okay Yesterday I went to all the events that
you were at about health care, and I not1ces ‘how emotional
" this issue is. And it’s’"hard not to get, as you yourself
said, it’s hard not to have that psychologlcal Parrier broken
"down when you’re listening to these incredible storles about
sufferlng, really : - : ;

-'I’m wondering how the process has affected you
personally, and if you worry about letting some.of these
people down. You know, even'under some of the best scenarios
that can come out of congress, some of ‘those people won’t get
‘their insurance problems- solved even in the next year or two.
,Are you, concerned about them and the1r expectatlons7 ' '

S - MRS. CLINTON: I'mxvery concernedu\ Because 1f I
were in the position of the people that I’ve met in the’ last
year and a half, if I were the mother who couldn’t afford
health care for my child, if I were the wife who didn’t know
what she would.do with a disabled husband - who needed round
the clock care, or if I were the woman who had a lump in my
breast and were told by my doctor if I had insurance he would
. blopsy it, "but since I don’t we’ll just watch. it, I.donﬁt,‘

know how I could stand that o '

MORE



o - I have 1ooked into the faces of llterally thousands

of Amerlcans, now. They are not .complainers,  they are not
whiners. These are people who work every-day, who pay their

taxes, who there but'for the grace of God go you or I.-.And I
don’t think it’s right that they are put into flnanc1a1
‘jeopardy, that their lives are shortened, as we know they
are. - When uninsured people have the same problems as- insured
people, they are three tlmes more 11kely to die. That is not:
rlght : \ -

So it does, it bothers me every single day. .But I
'could feel that we had done what we .should do as” a nation if
we get a piece of leglslatlon that puts 'us -firmly on the road
. toward universal coverage. And I know it will be there..
- Yes, it’s not going to solve everyone’s problenms overnlght
~but we didn’t get into thlS 51tuat10n overnlght..

, U‘It w1ll take tlme to do it rlght and to make sure
that it is done. so. that it really helps the people that we
think should be helped, as well as prov1d1ng securlty to all
the rest of us.: But if we are on that road, then I can go
back to any town I’ve been in.. I can reread any of the more -
than a million- letters that. I have recelved and feel that our
'country hae really responded ~ . :

And you ‘know in a time of such cyhicism, where our
pOlltlcal system is under attack because people have so many
questions that are hard to answer, I think it’s important for
our democracy-that we let people -know that their needs have

‘been addressed and that, at least insofar as health security -
goes, that is an issue. that will be taken care of. And
’that’s what I thlnk the Amerlcan people deserve to have

) Q I just have one last questlon ThlS whole
effort seems to have a real spiritual side for you.
Yesterday you talked about the ethical and moral need to do’

reform, that 1t has a soc1al justice component ‘

I'm wonderlng how you balance that personal
commitment of yours, on those levels, with the. very hard-

nosed, hardball, pragmatic pOllthS that you’re- g01nq to have .

to be involved w1th ~especially for the next month or two, |
which might involve making 'some very tough compromises,
giving up -- which is what compromise is about -- on some
things that you really, really believe are right. How do you

" feel? I mean, youvaSt”think‘about this. S

CMORE - .
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MRS. .CLINTON: "~ Well, I th1nk that 1t’s important to. .
recognlze what the political process can-do. And what it can
do is bring people’ together who hold very different points of
- views, and through that process help everyone come to some
consensus. And I respect that

"I feel very strongly that we are the lucklest
‘ people in the history of the world, with our 200 year old
democracy ‘that has worked, ‘and it does eventually get around

‘to solv1ng our problems. But I th1nk it’s also important to-

recognize that every so often :an issue’ comes to us that does
have a moral dimension, which I believe the prov1s1on of
health care. for every Amerlcan has. ‘

o And so as we go through the pOllthS of health
care, I just want people to remember that we are talking
about lives. We are talking about decisions being made that
‘are dr1ven not by a dlsease that a person has Jbut’ by how much
'money can be paid to. cure that. disease. " And so if ‘we have a
firm understanding of ‘the 51gn1f1cance of this issue, then I
believe the process Wlll ‘work’ better S

L And yes, there will have to be a lot of ‘tough
.decisions. They are being made every day in the congress.
And none of us will get exactly what we want. That is the
nature .of the, polltlcal system. But I don’t want anybody
making these: dec151ons ‘without remembering what is really at -
stake, and I don’t want people who themselves feel very
~ secure ever forgettlng ‘that - there but for the grace of God go
they .

: None of us can predlct what the future holds, and
we all should be putting ourselves in our brother’ s or
sister’s place and making these’ dec151ons as though our own
life depended upon it. It could, but- even if it doesn’t, A
that is how we -should be\thlnklng ‘about health care, and '
‘that’s- what I hope people will be thlnklng about as we move:
toward this decision that I think will be- made in the best.
~interests. of the Amerlcan people
o Q Has this process changed you in any way’ I
mean, this has been an- incredible thlng that you’ve done. I
mean, how has it affected you’_ : v : . :’ '
"'_”MRS CLINTON It’ has;,I think. It has certainly
given me an opportunity to meet some extraordinarily heroic
people, not only the people who are fdcing difficult medical

. MORE' -
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s1tuatlons, but the doctors‘and,thefnurses whortake care of -

‘ - them.

i o _You know, you cannot go 1nto a trauma center and
’ talk with the emergency room doctors and nurses about what
‘they 'see every day, and how. they work as hard as they Know .
“how to take care of unbelievable problems, without being
"moved. " 'YoU can’t go to a rural community and talk to a
phys1c1an assistant, .who is the only health care provider in
very long distances, and listen to him tell you the story of
what he _goes through w1thout being 1ncred1bly moved by that

- ' - ."So from my perspectlve, I have met the people on
the front lines. T have met the pat1ents, the mothers, the
"fathers, the children. I have met the doctors and the -
‘nurses, .and the hospltal administrators. - And almost to a
person, not one of them complalns to me. o ‘ -

They don't take me aside and blame somebody They
don’t. yell and screanm. They don’t, you: know, call ‘up talk
radio shows and carry-on. ‘They look me in the eye and they
say, let me tell you what the problems are, and. let me give
you my ideas about. how they should be solved, and why I think,

. every. person needs to have health care’ coverage ' :

_ , ‘ ; So it’s been both a. sober1ng experlence but an

: ‘ ) 1ncred1bly uplifting one,. to be. confronted by that much’

" ’ courage on a dally basis. It does make it .a little hard,
sometimes, to come back to Washington, where I feel that that
reality. does..not . penetrate deeply enough into the
1nst1tutlons and- the dec151on mak1ng that 1s present here

But I understand why that happens and I con51der

part of my job to try to be a voice for the people whom I’ve
‘ , ‘met, and to keep telllng their storles every chance I get
- And that’s what I'm g01ng to do :

. o Q Does 1t make you less w1lllng to compromlse,'
though, 1n terms of -- .

. 'MRS. CLINTON No, - not if the. ult1mate objectlve 1s
.universal coverage. ‘That is -- that is. something you cannot
compromlse on. But there are: many other details which, .
understandably, people will have to .make compromises on. But

~you cannot compromlse on obta1n1ng un1versal coverage.

Q You don't have any regrets that the plan has

" MORE
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been wﬁittled down, that mandatqry alliancesaére gone,“thétn “
the benefits package is getting' smaller? .

~'MBS. CLINTON: *Let's‘wait‘and_see whét“happenSLK
Q@ Thank you Very'much;

* k k * %k
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