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'N;RA:r:' .~S. Clint:on 'Say~,'lie~ltll\:Ret~~~ 6pentQ c~mprO.i,.e 
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, ,".1, Th~inq~ .~on8ida~ed\ (NP~) -Ju.ri~: 24, "19~4 ' ," " " I ' 

,\ . 

i Transcrip~ "1523', Segla4tnt i0.3' 
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Mrs~. Clinton Say. a~alth, care Raformopen ;taComp~omis~ 
{ ," • .' " <,:. ',"\"",' ":.~','" " '. ',' ;".: ..<':, '. ':.-.....,.:'~.:. ..:~ .. ,: \ .~f • 

I 

• r'"'- ,', p:.. •. , "'" '" 

, LINDAWERTHElKER, Host;'"PresidehtC;linton. aa'1d today,hethl.pks " '. ' " 
, ~on9rQss will 'adopt,',univerealhealth c.aX'e,,'a,lthouqh there Dlay .be 'som~'~~n()r' 

: ~~AbatQs;a~ut,)lOW exaotly' t()'(i'eflne. that.· :. It,'snot. :~lear: how,f,lexible" the, 

adminigtrati'on will ,be. about,the'paoe at which uolvaraal,coveraqe is phased 

in or ,the st~~. ,lt W~;l acC?ept ·to' qet t~e.re;: " .' ,_,,' ',' ' 


,~irst 'i~dy "Hilla;t'y,'Rb~8.~ ti i nton iSl" consiid~red to'b7~~~~e ,'determi~~d, 
on this ~i55ue ,than, her husband. But' aSi NPR'6' Mara ,Llasson reports I ,Mrs. 

" ,'.clint;cmis makinq,sur, "there' '1~, pl~hty:, of room 'to maneuver. ' 
.. , 'I , :.'" \ 

MARA ..:!JIA'SSON, \Reporte~:'AS'~ the .Chaf~e gr,oup~worked on its proposal ~ , 
this, wl!&e'k~ thQ ,white,',~Quse reactedverY,'dlplomatic~llY. ' The first lady , 
.encouraqBd the ~qroup' s 'work" but ,refused '1:-0, commantonthe: cletai1.a. " W,hi;te 
Houseofflcial!::cwere hopeful it.wouldprovide,sOIDa way to qet,' a, bill lOut' ()f ' 

. t~e 'Finane's, Commlttee'that :cojJld., ~ventua,lly 'lead :t() tha presidEimt"s 90,a1 -: 

'a piece of 18qislati!Jn he could ored.i~ly, argue', guaranteed universal, ' 

'cQveraqe at ,80me, paint In' ,the 'future'., , . , ' 


, ;, ::'1, "",' .', '" '," ,', '! ': ,':', " ,"', .,: \',' ", :.c,,, : <', 1. , 
.1 

':' 
, , In, an interview a few, hotira.'.b8fore '~the Clla,fee' group,-prese,nted' 'ib" 
~: _op~~aT; Mrs.Ciinto",re"e~tedher :bOtt:0nflin.e., .... ~ ,', ':';;;


" ,,_",_~.: ,:.: '. '",;,., '~!'" ·.:·t1'·.~·' ',' .... :,,! .... ~ ... ," "*l'~' • 
 ;".' 

""IULLARY'RODHAM CLINTON:',' ,'I'here has tob~,8Qmeme~ha,nism for aohleving 

,;, Unlvers~l coverage~' We think ,there ,are a ,n~e:r; o,f, ways of, achievinq " 

, ,universal coverag8 "and. WQ' will wait, to see what ,the other committee's' do, \ 


before' ''Y'e:reac)l,any 'conc::lusiqns 'about what.'w'ili::()~'W',i:ll n'!lt, work, or what, 

, is\ politically' possibla> • ",' ':~:, '\', ' 

\ " 


,I ',' ' ,', 

.' ~ '." " • :",:•• ,".'\ ~j ,,":'_ 1 '," •.:, .'/" . .' .1,:, ~'» "1 I' ,-,~ 7. ~."',""', ". .' .1,-. • 

'LIASSON:: ,Manl'mem~ers op.con9'rQ!:!:~u:ld'some"Whi~e:'~ou~.e officials',"" .' 
believe: that Mr.and.'Mrs.Cl1nton bave,over-cstl.mated,what·it politically 
'poaaiblQ' fr~m, this Congress' ,on health ca,rQ ,r'sform.: White H0\1se,ai~e8' hhve 

, ,be~n' 'hop,efu1 that}; the;,;Chaff!e . proposal· 'would ,at ,1Qas~inClu~e. a', ,mechanism' to 
,phase in" individual mandates; if, not employer, mandatQ~. ,But it didn't and. 


, .th'ati 6our~es ~ay,' wa,.'a 'disapp~inted~,' ~'," ' , 

:' ",' ." "", .' '" ,,:, :.: ..: .: j,' ,~.' ;',<:.' ~' ,':," .',': '. ",,"~' ...f., .. ' ,'. '..-"" '. , 


,S~nator JaYRockefelle~t. Clinton'~atr,on9.egt,;suT?porter 'on the Finance '",", ' 

I., , .',' ," ," ' ,", :,1' .: ~ , ' :, '" .~;';'..' '",',',., 


'"', All, Thing!: Considet-ed: (NPR1#152'3~3' "'," .,,"·',pag&: '~l 
,-._ , ' • ""'" " , ' •• ' • - . . ' • 1 ' . I , ' . '-' 

co'mmittQQ,"aaid ,if this Tis', the best "they' havQ'tp Qffer~, it only, shows,we .' 

have, a lot,Ofwo~k to .do,~.'rh~ plan offerEid' :on'ly. a.'.gmiclgE!n 'more than ,'the 


, ~arginal \reforms ,thA, first'lady ,.saiq t~eprE!sideilt wO,u,lq never, aocept. , 

, ' , , ' .: "'( . " '. ", --' ", ' . 

," 'Mi-s .':CLINTOR;' 'We have' b$Qn . ag" open and'tlexible .as ,we kn'8w, I;Dut the , ",.' " 
- .:r;:e,Sid~nt Ih~I5.1al~~own ~he, ~ottom"line, ~W,h,'i~is' no' more 'mar<jinal: reforms, 
, ~ more aV:Ol.d'lnq the ultlmate objec,tive, o~: healtb 'care reform. W,ehave'to 

'achieve upiversal: c~v~raqe •.',,' ~ut,he 'is'op8t's to the, waY,9f' doing, ,that;. '", 
, " ' ' , '. . ' , , i ." .,:: , 

:, . , j' " 

.! 
, " 

\ , .' 
\ 1, . / 

'! , 

, ' \ 
" ., . , , ': 

',i' , 



.... , 	 " - , .,;' .... ',' ~ j' \ ~ '. ,; . • 

. ,.' 	 , ", " , , '" ;~ • 003, ' 
" 	 : ',J',' " " , "j' I", ',' ':', , , " , ' " 

,'LIASSO,hThe,White HQus'e ~rgUaSithatwithout..:uhiyer8al', cov,:,rag.Q, even'", 
, marq~na~ 'retOr1D5, won't ,worJt'. ',But ,~omQ'of tho~e re;orlnS,- 81.1cl'1,; ~'Sll ban, on , 
,d,Qriying i,m¢urance to ."eQplewho have pra-Qxis,ting oonditions" wou~d be, ,":,' 
',.COinQd ,by many,middle_,olaeS'Alnericans.somi9htaqoal just, a Ii tt.~a; -: " "', " 
, 68 than ,,100 percent' coveraqe--w'ithin' the titst ',five years.' some: of :the "-, 
'~pre5iden:t's, advi8~,rs' counsel tha,t~, it, woul,d be ,polfti'aally foolish 'to walk ' ' , ,,' 

, -~ 	 away ,;from ,8 dea'! 1 i'k;a that, " should ~t:o,ome-to'his 'd,uak~' ,But 'MrS. ' Clinton 

talks op¢nly, aboU:t :that pos.s.ibility .. -" , - ' .I; 


" .:".' • '" ~ " • : ," • ~-.' - .' " " .; ",' .' • I '.. ' '. 

'\,' . , I.., 	 ,.' _.; .. , ,., (. . r ':'.' 

Mrs. CLINTON': I wouldn't blamfill anybody~ Iwould,be,just'ilaverysad ,J' 
that ~we bad, failed to' do what we should as ',4 matUr~riation, ,ba, 'able> to! do:.,' , ,' .. 

, i'But myhu.band never, givesllP.'so,,' if,' for s'ome'reas()n'itwer~, not 'what:'he ',: 
.' 	,thought the, c,ountry n$eded, he's noj:; going anywhere.. He'll be back. ,But I 

don"t.'t;hink ,that will happen'. ' 	 ,",,'" , "'" ' \','., " . 

, LiAssoll,':: Whether' 0):' '~6t 'thatt;loes" happen 'd~PQnaS \O~jUBt ,howfle~i.bl~ ".,', 
'the presid',imtanCl M.rs~. Clinton de.cide '\::008 apou:t,,'healthoar,e 'retorm.·,.' So ;' -.' 
, far,. White Hotise:of:ficials, believe tneil:'itactfe 'of standing' firm on . · ,.' ", / 
universal coverage/andrepaatinqthe' ve,to,thre,at;· has 'put pressure 'on the-" 

',other s,ida. But If'.you·ll~ten "closely:, Mrs • (jlinton sounds a, lot more: ,,' , 
, fl Q)CiblQ, than her· sometimes :strident, co~ents :on . the need" for broad-:bcised. 

"refol-m,' '!II0uId suqqost? .-Her'1~.,"9uage iscareful~ylphosen b~ allow:-t.,he 
.pre'sid~nt ,aSl. much rooJP as ,:poeelble,.,- to ,defin~what,'~oes 'a.nd what ,dqQSI~' t 
meethu;J, b~ttom line. ,None ·of us will gat Qxactly what we ·w.~nts, she says. 

j , ':"~' " , " " \ '" I., ,,;. .', ,,', . ,I ,'", ~ ~ .'j' ," .',,' " 

'Mrs.ClrlN'I'ON: It 'WQ, get ll/piec:;eof leqislation"that puts .us'·firmiy on' 

, ·:t:h~"roacrtoward J.mivQrSil~l cov~raqeiand I know i,t'wi:l:~b~\the~e, yesit"s 


" ,not 90in9'to'solv~ 'Qv~ryon~'s",probleme over n1qht ...But we d.iqn/~get into. 

, ~is situation over nl9'ht"',It.W,'ill take tim~to;d~i,.t 'ri9.ht~ .. B~t, i,f ,we. '\ '
.e on that road,' ,then I· can, goback·to any town I've 'baan' in; , I ..oan ,.' .:' . 

rti-rQact any of the,mo~e, than a"m1.11ion lett~~5 I have):ecaivQd and feel ' 
that our 'country has really respond~d., ',,' ... 

• ~ 	 'j , :'-', ' : ' 

. ,~iASSON.~' :.B$in9'o~th~'road J:.oUniv~r8al cove.raqe po~ld mean .many", .' 
. ':things, ASOrl8' outs.ide. adviser say,s about t~e Clintons,,'They/venavar"duq:' 


their :h~,els, ln so hard that- they',ve' brought the. prooess to a halt,;,~, At the,. , 

White 'House, 1 ' m Mara Lias.son.· " , " ',' '.' "" 


i '. . ,I • .::. 

: .' 
" ' 

'"', >','.' , ,


[musicl.: I 


, " , , ' 'I ;,;',' " .' '" ,~ " "j , 	 .,' :," 

, . 	 [Tll¢' pr~ce,41n9' tart:, has peen prote'ss'tonally, tr~nscribed.HoweVQr> 1:n ' :. 

9rder .to meet r iqid 'd~~tr iput-ion an~I,~ran~misSli~n -deadline'e " it ,haa. not' , " 

been' proofread' a9a~n9taudiqtape' ,and cannot, "'tor that. re~son, bequaranteed 


•• ~ • " '. ' '\, ' ' < '" .' " .' " , 
~; 	 . 

. ", " 'I' " ", ," 
Al,l Thinq~ Coneidere,d, (NPR) ,#15~3,-3' 
, .",·1" ' " ,- , ': " " 	 .': , '. 

,as to, the, aoou;aoy. of' speakers' ' words, or spelling, 1 
. : 	 , - ~ • I .• ' , 

:, ) . , . . ',I' , -: -,:!", , , , 
'. 	 ~ .. 

• . , \' J ' . • • • _ • • ~, _ 

Copyrigl1t 1994 'Nationa'lPut,li8 ltadio'.· ':~'ll' :Riqhts'Reser;ved~, : ' 
j." • ,!." ,........ ~,:. '.~ "','~('.-~,'. ',' . .,'.'>"~' 	 ,I
:"".', 

,:The preoeding te,xt l ,has .~'him pr,ofessionaily transcr-ibeq. ,HQWeVer, /although 
, .' 

:. : the' text has be~n:: checl(ad. 'aqainstaI?-: ~udio,track "iporder~Ollleet,riqid " : 
.'_1s~ri~tion"and' ~r'a:ns.~i~si~n <;l~adll.n~5" ;,it pasl,notyet., been proofr,ea~ " 

aqalns.t, ~ape.', '",;' ,. '" ,', ,'; ","', ", ",,' ,',' ',.," ,'," " ' , ' 
•..: ' ,f , 
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t. '., 

I, ' 

, "I'\," 	 . 
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NPRME:' .Hea l't~C.~Q" "R~torIDP~an a! 'Refleotion. 9t: .F.!rst, ~,dy, 
, . 	 , , , " , 

I . 	 , .~ .' 
, :J '" 	 .,, J 	 ' 

; ' ..... ' . ,;'.' 	 ·.ni~9 'E~i,tion.(:NP~)~un.: 2~:" ·l994· • ,I 	 r'·.,, I; 

..'Tl"anSO~ip~, "~'13'7~~! "s'~qm6nt#~ ,", .' ", 
" (. " 

,' . 

• ~ Kea:1th,..Cars ReforIlPlana'· Ref'lection'~t', First· Lady" ," -:,." , 	
j' ' 

I \., ':" . J , '. 
.' " . ' : '. " 1 "'....; • ! i ': " .. _ . :' " , . ,; '. ,,' 

1', 	 '". ,BOB EDWARDS, Host:,. Gq~d, aornlnq. The -U,. s. ,'40'11'81:;' f~ll' toanothet: 

· record post-war low, today in Japan. ' I ~m, BOb.' E~ward8~ Today isWednel3day, 


'June 29th, and, this is~ NPR' sMorn~nql E4ition. ,,!,', ,'", / '.' . , , " ,: 


. j', ~. 

',,', ['Mol:ning Edition'~ theme'music)·... , 	
, ' . I - " 

'.' J": ." ,', ' •• ' .', '. .:'j., ". ,,' 	 , 

"", \EDWARDS::': , In' Jap~nt~ay, forme~ primfa Mi~ister'ToelikiK8ifu '[Slpl'mayI 

,bQcomQ primeministe'r,agai,n. ':Thfil city' ot.'Aden'· insouthern'Y~mQn was, ,,' .' 
:r&PQatadly, shelled a'll ,rtight ,in rocklitt and missile. attacks by foroes fr,oDi.·' . 
North~rn :yfionen~ ,More,m~etirig8in 'ParJs ,today :,onBosnia"and'a ',Brit:'ish , .... "" 

,"1eneral in s~raj'~vo 's~id ·tqdaY~he' 'Bo8nian~8as&~~tire' .is d~ad~-Ga:~yB1J.Soey. 
15 ~O today" and today, i.Ii the .b1rthday 9f. Congressllnan Fr,ed Grandy; he'a ;46 \.
¥~arsold. '. The n~wa is rua)(t~' . " '! "," '".' I ' _, 

, 	 '. \ ' 

, 	 , ,<'.' (ne'VIscast ] 
, , 

• 

, ,', 	
"I' 

~ 	 '.' 
, .,,f 

:' [fundlnqoredits given]', , " ... ' ' 


, ~ \ • " • ~ I , ' '" ~ , '. 
 ' 

, . '.MO~l\ing .Edition' theme Inlsiot " '" ' 

~w~s; ~'18',i9)1forn.tn.9 '~i'ti~ni" I',m.~ob Edwa~ds_. ',Hillary ROdh'am ,". ~,',' 
"Clil1,ton halS bE!en ~. central figure .fr~o:m: the ~~~~t ,in the ,deba~e ,,~~~r ha.alth 
r~are reform~' "Slle· ls'th~a~chiteot '9£, the' prefp4t'"t~~,.p'lan'l ',~nd, 1tS .Ch-iAf 

, 	 advooate.'- Hrrs.' Clinton alao' hasbeoo.me '8 llghtningrf;)d.f;orboth· praisQ' a.nd'·. 

critic.ism. ' Millions' of 'Americ::anshave Writtefiher :latters in the hopes . 

that the presiden:t'BPlan will Slolve theirllealth care problems. Inter$st : 


,/ . groups ,: and );omelleIDber,,' Qf: C(;lng-l:QSSi,,' have ,complained ,sha' isi 5ilt;i~derit and; ) ,. 
'., unco.mprom~afJ'lg:<inher;purl5uit 'Qfthe pr"1iIiden~,'s 90801 ,:"./univarsaal covera.ge. " 

, 	 , NPR whit'e Houss' corr$sponderit has this, report on 'Mrs. Clinton's t:0le in (.\ 
White,.Hou8e ,e,ffr:lJ!'ts to. r'eform, 'the: h~ralth ,care system. :,'",', 

-., ...~"'-' ." ",'" ,'.·',',t"",~,'·:,\,·,., "::":""',,\ ",\ .. ,.,-",~,.: .""," '.',' ", ',,:., ,''-..~ 
·",MA.RA ~IASSO~, Reporter.::' so 'II't'l;ioh of .the aclmin1s,tra1?ion'liiI effort to .,' . 
,'reform the -bealth ,care .8yst;.emia::a refleotion,of the complicated and driven 

,)loman Who ,1Qa~s_it .. ,The plan ·'r&flectSlKrs. Clinton',s own' oonfidence that 
,I , . i 'it· 1s ,posslple ,to ~.d,esiqna8ystem to rQfq~' 'one-seventll, 'of' ,the U~ S. 

\ 	 '. .,' , '" '/, f ' I" .. ~' ,>.' , t '. ':'",1"; '! 't 

, ' 	 ., ) " 

::. .-' 'f' ' '"'. .,, 

,PilCJe 'Ii' '.' 
. , \. ';' 

ecoriom~~' tUld it,'embod~~s, her belief that qo:Vafnm~nt, c~n'lSolve- social,' 
llroblems •.,:,. \ 

. "." " ,'.,' 

., 	 I;.,. , ' ,", . I . ',', , . ,r , 

::Her. emotional illvolvellent' is, Int~"Sl6il •.... ,The' first 'lady: ,hasa ',heard· '. " . !, 

'. " hUndreds ',of,traqic,st.orie5.' 8.,bout paopl~,' oauqh~:'-in ,the. haalt.h.insur~nce" .... 
.AYrste.~ bU~, ... sb~Slti-ll ,get5t~ary:,ey~~ at almostev.ery ,h~~lth care' .event:• 

..•n an'1ntervlew'wlthNPlt,' Mrs. C11nton,sa1d S1\Q was qratetul to, have met 
· 'those'people. ' . . 	 ,.' , , ',. 

f , ,.,,' • 
" \ " 	 , ,"." 

." 
\ ' .', 

"p, 	 , . 
, , 


" .', 

',' :; .'. 

. i 
! ': 
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, " / : ~ . " , . 1 '. \ . ~ . 

" .,' , ", , ' ' '. " " '" .' .' 
.HILLARYRQOHAMCLI"TON.1 "F1rstLady';, ,!A1~08t to.a, person, 

. , ,'I 
not· ana ·o,t:"I" . 

them oompla1ns . to:. me. They don/·t take:m~.tJ1d8' and '·blame :aomabody~. They~, 
, don't yell and 6cream'~ : They 'don't, 'you knoW,:' call. up talk radio shows,and 
',rry on., Theyloo,k me 'in the eye .and they say I. 'Letlne tell' y!=>u ,~hat the, 

o 	 , oblem&; are,: and let me 9iv~ YOll'my 'idea& about:'howthey 'shouldbe-'solvad, 
and why IthinJC Qvary ·p~hilon',needs.to have health ',care ,coveraqe.' , ,So" . ' 

, \ 	it's bean .botha aoba.ring: axpQr iancQ, . but a ~redibly'up~ifting ,-:.oJ:le,~o be 
confr~ntedby that .1l1ich 'pouri;l9a on, a daily. ·basis,., '.'. .' \ ' . ' " . 

'LIASSON;'Wben Hrs.,- Clinton~~;8~kS in pUblic:' filhehzls' a ref~rmer"5", , <'.'" 
zeal.. Healthcate reform l.s,·importa~t for ,politica'l and economic ·re·aeons,· ,'. " 

."she ~aY!5,.and it's ,important"for~s()c1al justice.'. . , 
. 	 ':~ ,I J 

MS~ RODHAMCLINTON: . This',is an'is6ue'.that has.' ~n :ethie~l dimension, :'8.:,' 
, . moral,dimens;ion., "J.\t, says ..a . iotabout what kind of "people ~ we, are, what: our ' 

" .' ,vahi~s ar~,~wha.twQ c~rQ.,a1?out..,It ,says. a '-iotabou~ ,wha:t'kin~_ Of,pou,ntry,", 
" ' we ·are,qolngto, :have.' , ' .' , .. 

, . 	 \,' .' 

LIASSONi··' ~ 'the·pr$81dEmt"8.h~a~lth·caria· plan l~St su~port"',~ith the)', " ,'.' 
, public, the, criticism of ,Mr'h'ClintonDecamQ lfiUiJS restraip_d.- :'Source8 in <:. .., 
" and oU,ts.ide o:t the ',.-White Ho\ise nOW,say most o.t har m'is;takes were made in. 
'the. beq1nl'ling. 'She Tnsisted onac108e1y contr,011eds&cretive,prooesa to', 
'Clavelop the plan~' , .The planitsel.f wa:~· huge and -~etribly.complicatQd;too 
har~ ,tc;> Q~lain' to th~ publ~Cl, to'o' easy, .for specia.l, inter$~t~ '~~ pi9k, a.part
'piece by piece. .' , ' , -- . - , .. ~', . ' 

". _~ ..\ ' _,',' , , t. . . I . : :' '''', 	 ,r ",' _.' .', ' ,_-.~. . ',I e' ':,'. ' , , ,:,' . 

Against: the advice. of' thQ.Wh1tQ· Housapolitioal advis~r~j'5hewent'on 
th~ lat~aq~ against 'insurance provid.'ars, c;1rugcompari'ies,. even potential " 

fe
1i~S on \~apitol· fIill,' 8uch as Congressman Jim' Cooper;. ~the' authQr' of ~ 

'val pI'an Mrs.,·Clin1;on:felt threatene~ ·the_ goal.pf univ~rsal ooveraqe. 
", : 

. eople. who have /worked both for, apd ~ ~gainst her .on '~Qalth. care say Krs. 
Clinton' Qomatime5has' the hubr-is of. the do-gooder., : When' aha'Sl cOpv~fl.cied. 
,aha'g,. riqht"har conviotion.is: 'unshakable, '(, ':. " , 

I . 	 ' , i .' , :,'. I ."', • '_, ' _. .' - ". . • ' ~ • • I' .,,',. ',.' , ~ '. '" 

As a/lobbyls't for 'a" qroupot.. hiq hos;pitals",'Michae1' ,Bromb$rg' [ap'l haa': .' . 
fought, hardiigalns1:pric.a oo,ntrols in t;he he~,lthcare b1l1,'and .he'a 'had. I 

several mf3etings"wlthKrs. Clinton.," ::..... , . 
', .. ,' ':. ..':, : ,,' .: (":. " ;',-.,", .,,'., , ' " '. .' ~, 

" MIC~L .BROMBERG,. LobbY-1St. for HOsp,l,tals:', I :.sense an .l.noredl.ble ,!, ,', " ',' 

,willingn~s's ,to .t~lk, 'an' 1ncredlble"willinqness :to, Slpend a lot of: 1;;imi:. ': 
, Thay'll ,Qpand,lots of, time with you, ·but·they :dori,'t ben~. , ' ' .', 

, I " ";::-	 '-'. ,\ 
• 	 • ," ,j'. ., 

'LIASSON; 'Mrs,. C11~~ot"~Qupporters h~ve a di'fferent: view,.··west '\'" ' 
, 

',.' 	 . . ., 
'1, 

,l 	 :..I 	 . 

V1r,9~nla <senator 'JaYRock~teller -:isa'lea~er ~' in ~ha tight' .fpr ~niv,~~sal I' 

',coveraqa, and }lQ/S; one of' the', first ladY'1!! b+9Qest' bl?oster.s '. ~ . 
" 

> 	 • • '~ '. ,,,' .: .' • " "., '." ' .' " ; '.' • .' j ,'. '. " " • i" ~.' , .. 

. Sen. JOHN ROCKEFELLER '(O-WV):She'lS been a driver on.thls. 
. 

'She's not· ,', , " 
. bee", ldeoloqicnl, aha'a' :'beEm ,wil.linqto,compromise. 'Sha's kMuan,:fQrcloi'o\lSly 

90mmitted to univaraal hQ~lth,-oa~efromtlieverybe9innln9~" W1lfinalie dcu~'s ' ' 
, make ge8ture~ ~'or ~statament&' of compr()mise" 'there' s probably·a. very' 'gooel . 

,.~aison for ,lt~ ,'L1ke~:, I .think' ,she ,P~Q1:ty ,much\.alw~ysknoWS what,she's 
ong. "",' ._ ,'I", ,'" 

. 'j 	 .. ,;' I ",,' ..' <' ' • .~ ,J " , 

, 'L:rASSON:, , '\~lqh:tnow,that"s a' proposi~'ion" being' de'batadi!1 washin~tol1.· 
" , ' ,'" 	 I . ,,' .. I, ' . ; '\ 

,. 	 • > •.' , ' 

-' .. , , 

" 	 ' '" ': " 	
i· 
\ 

I 
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.' !,.' . ", ',' , ' i • , ~ • ,'.' , ' ,"f , ••

Is MJ:8~C11~ton's~ard~lin.'}il~anc,e·C?ri.~niv.l.·"a'i;1 cov~rage ata'7t1c. .or. 8:: '.\ ' . 
. gtrateqy? . 18~hQ a' canny .poker. pIayerwho .~OW8 w!le~ to ,.hold . 'am and.' when· 
to told:'em?' lOr .1.8. she holding o\.'!t 'for,moretben cong-ress" oan delivar.? .. : .. 
6. ~.linton 8~y8 there's no .ne,edfor, the' ,pr.eeldent.. t.o. put adealf now. .The?· 
"~.,ha5, 1:0 come from Conqress"she says •.;\· .< ..,. \ .. 

. ··.Soma fear she,~ will m1~calc:ulat;' "and ho1,d'·out . until there./s . not" enough" . . 
, . ,\ time lQftto' oet a b(ilalthca~e deaL ' ,Mich~el :'Bromber~~ '. . . '. 

' 

' " . l . " \ ,\ 

'. .' . • . . . I I... .••.. . , .•. '. . . " ':.,........ • '. . .'. • ' .. 


. . Mr. BR:9M'8ERG!· .The. :art.ot. compl:'i:nnlse· 1s sOlnQtimes oomproln1sing away... . '.. 

. what. you· think !s. rig-ht, and' not: beinqtoo' th in...i.;ki:nned~·· llUQan, they're " 

.' very thin-skihnad. oto,uri'oriticda..I mean, you .can "see the bOdy language 


. chanqewhen'·' youcrlti¢ize.anyon9,. of these pages.' ,out' oltha ''1, 1.41 ~ :you

'figure ther~'. qotto ;be 'one. piuJe't.~Qre 1;hat proba~ly oanqo~' you·tr.yto· 


, ,bring it~uPd!ndth9.whole-' there's a whole shif~: .in':body >language. '. 

/ '.:. '''-' . '. . .' .' 'I '.' '" :,' . .' '" , ."'.' ...: " :. . .).'. . ' .. ".. ". '. " 

" ,..;.LIASSON!, . ,O~e minut~ thera' sa., smile,. Bromberg 'says, .thanext minute,' 

"he.'s abakinq i her. f incja~. . Like many , on Capitol. Hi'll, ,Micha.el Brombe~9' 


.' : would r,a1.:hQr.neqo.ti~t.' with .the . president: thaI')' the ,first ~·lady.. ", I'. '. 

. '.' '" ' " . ,.' 

• , • " [' • " :. • <". . .' • ", ' .' " 

Mr.BRQMBERC: :I ',thin1t, that she ·has. very: strong btHi~fs,,'·and ,I don't 
• think "lle's a 'compromi,ser.· . 'I r~aliydon'·t. ,IthiI1khe: is .acoDipt:omiser" ... 

'.~nd. h,e may 'be 'hava' baliefs, but,' I d6n'.t thinkthQy.'re a!5' ideolC)gical. ·Arid· 


I have'hea~d:hersay $everaltimes\that. if ,the, bill' .is ..not to thQ~r liking, 
'Ql' mQQtlnq 'theit .tests,' sh'e knows how to 'run on ,the, issue. " " '.' '.... !'.'I. 

:: I 'l ',\" .;: •. ,' "\.' I ;--'. 

',' :;. " .' ":,", " ~ ",:;,J ,", :, " '". •. ' ,. ~'~ '.,', '." ,,' " 
...', ,," .LIASSON~ It's not eaflyto toll'whether.Mrs.;,Clinton looks. forWard to .; .' .. 

.', runnl~9 on the; ~1S~ue,· or,ju!ilt' want5:~'to, kElQP' lObl;)yistsl1ka .Michael Brombarq . 
:JiJlf. bala,ncQ,.' ~sked ifsha. wouldreoommend the preside.nt. vetoa' bill and' '..',' 
.en campalqnon healt.h .c:ar.~in the 'll\id-tElrmel~otiohS, shQsayeL that' ,wOnl.t ;. 
.be, rie6es~arY·." .• ' '. "',.' .. ' , : . . . \ . . 


, '. " '~I ' , .... ',' ., 

"Mtl. :.ROOHAM·9Ll.NTON~- . Idon.ft think: I wo~ldhaV9 to;?The"pres:;dent is· 

on, raco.rd 'a~ ~trongly as ~e;.oould ·be. "" .' ,> .. '. , . 
 d. 

LIASSOtt:: . ;rin~er·vlewinqj '·Th~t he~ WOUld. do: th'~t? ". . I, 

'"I .;, '.', '.'Ms. RODHAMCLINTON:· '..Yes. . 

, . : . ' , , , ' , ! i :/", , , , ~ 

LIA~SON;' '[intQrv1:ew!tlo] ea., thQ'White House~ff(,rd<to do that. ,i.: .,' ..,. 

pOl!tically? -.'·In .other words, . who's .9qr,lnage'~ the blame. 1.t" ha does th«tt .. 
\ . . . ',.1' . . .. ... " .' . 

- ,'\ I', '.." I , , I . ~. 

, ".., ~ " ".. • : .: " j',' ,." ',-

. " 
\. .'/":1,

Horning Edit'ion ·{N~R)'\:#137~~1. 
" " . \ 
'. , ,'. \ 


" ,.I, . ,,' ,', )"" '. ',: , ' : \..... '. 


',I; 

. .. . "" . . . ,.' .' . . .' j .~. .c.' , 

,Ms. RODHAM CLINToN:'you knQ~,l .don./t .th.inkabolit ilSsues like that, 

and·.I wish peopl,e .In' W~sh~nqton' andpolitic8,Would'.~t'QPthink1n9''''b()ut

that ~ , I, '-' .,.. ; " . .' . '.' . 

'. ," .'" ":. . .: -1'" >. .. • '. ,:.' \." . .• 

.• LIASSON~·Bu:t, peoplQin Washington do thiilk .'aboutthat,8:nd Mrs. 
,plinton:: Sleems ,to· be'l.on'::' ot.them .. ,'$h8 partioipates. in:' po:Vitical 'strategy' 

, .. '. "~88io~\H,J,a~' tlleWhitEt Ffouse·a1mof?t" ev~ry ,day,.'and> she,oan .de5cribe~· a ';, .... " 
. '" . scenario Where theoppon$ntSiof health ,care reformar.Ea' blamed if ,tha effort· . 
_ails,;~"It":!ilbasedon "~, ,qu~Qt!on, B~e r$peats"often -,,' 'Howoan.members ot, "'. 

. ~qnqreS8 .. who have. :911aranteed . themselves lnsuran'ge,,' deny. thQ ,same ·thing to. . -. 


average Altier.leans?','. '.. "" " ,.' ,": '. '.. ." :,' ....... .:' ..... , . . . , ' ", 
. J, 

/ ! ", . ~ " f ' 

t ' . ..' ' ': " 
.,:1 , .:. , " '. k ',\ '. 

',f '. <, " 

, I.' 

" , ... \ 
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Me. : RODHA;K' C..,INToN: ·'If"Iwe~ea me,mber·of "conqrese i ;'would not want .' ... 
"·toanswer that que8tl'ori. 'And :'tbere .·are many. in theConqres8. ,who' will' be .. 

··able t.o/ a'ruswer by ~ayinq,\.Tl1at 18.exactly what .Itrl~d\to do.:, .Now· you· 
.~ve: to h,elp me. at .~Ii~'ballot , box.' oonvince<~~hermem)J.e:ts 1t' 8' .what you want.·· 
....em to. do as we.ll. I, ',' ., .•.. ;.. . . . ...... . ". . 

-, '. .:.. 
" ,', . ';" . ' 	 . I ,":LIAS$ON:. [interviawtnql ·Next·time. 

.' " 	 .... \ '~ . I, .

· . Ms -' RODHAMCLINTON:· Whenevar:' 	 ! 
- '" . ".' , ' ' , ..." . 

'.1 \ 

:LIASSON: . Bl,lt i .l'IltU;y: lrtWaehington believ": th~re won'·t ·be a nex1;; thne .'.. '
. Tliey think: it' B.now' or ,never tor: h",altli.care. }:,eforlU':',and ther~.ates'i9ns ,.", , 

.. ' despite' M:r'~.' .Clinton's dis'oiplined.delivery of: her bottom-lirie·.·delt\and, . that. I, . , 

· . she .knowstha.t to.o.·, ~embersof Jler "oWn 'staff say.Kl:c5t' Clinton's .. ,.' 

ih1-'lexi-~ility'has been" E!xaqqerated.·~Qr .pragmatio side is. just as stron<;.J'.'· 

they. say. For Qxampl(.l,·she recently warl1ed her:allies' n~t:to. holc\oiltfor'
I 

.' the, ,moon, , and 'sha I. Si1 hiclicatad' a wlll.ingness to cons,idercompromisi'ng· on' . I,.· 
, /. ! • '.' '" '. .' . .'. " . ' j \ • 

.. 	 abor:tion. coverage .. In order to preserve .:the goal. Clfsnsurinq everyone.~dl:.! 
White House otficials 'po'int out,. tnatevr.n,though"·J'1ar 'advic~ on.:hQ~:lltl\ care 
is cruciaI~, 1t's_~the presJdehtwho wIll' make ths ftnal dacisiio!l,arid·heis 
g~ttln9 advice from others,; incl~din9' hi8: newly 'named chief of staff., 

I 

.Capitol ,Hill veteran Leon, Panetta.~ "" - . " , , 

i ",·Th,ese.'days,· th~'fir~,t' l~dY'ls·p~a~a~ism·. i~:'expte5~ed .'in.a S~~died. .'::, ;,' 
, .~. va9~eness •. ;. She.flatly refuses to. talk al?out', dat~s.·or humbe.rsor '. ... '. ::': 

dQt'1n1tlon~.:·ot ~nivQr~~lgoVQracje~ .even'as ·she .worries apo'ut. disappointing 
· .' all the .p~ople. TAhose.e:xpQc1.:a.t1ofl9 have' bQQI1·. raisQd ,by. the' crusade she;· led•. 
· .'., .' ... "'. ,"'j',.' ........ > ....,....::, ;., .. ;, ..'..... ',::. . ". .' ;".. .. . 


M8~ .ROOlIAK CLINTON;,.~t.bothers, meever,Y' ~i~g,le:dqy., but, I could ,feel. '. 
, _.hat: we had 'done what: \f8 8ho~1.d ,do'as anatlon ,1,fwe '1&ta \piec~ o~ " 
..... ' legislation t.hatp~.te,.u8 f·irmly on th. road·.towilr:d. unl.vQr5i1.a19~varage.lf' . 

we are on that· road, then ..1 can 90 bacK to any town:. I've .,been 1n, I: can. 

reread, any of . the . more' than II million .letters I ha:ver~ceived, "andfesY 


, 	 ,that om:: oo~try h,as .real~y reisporid~d.:, .. ~ . . '. H' " \ .. , 
· 	 I' . , .' ..' : .. ',' . ",' --. " , , 

f,'.:. ' ,".- ,..:. ". ", '" " : 	 !."'J 

LIASSONe' .l;f 'the' goa11S1,m~rQlybQin9' on' thQ, road to universal.·. '> 


coverage, then the po~si»ilitie8'for an acceptable,c()mpromise grow.· . . ' . 

. . Source~ ,say. th~ .firlSt: lady· ha8been sobered by ,the events' of the last yfiiar; 


· really sobered.' . She. may' not snow>it, one' o\.ttsideadvls.r ·said, ·but,·a lot· 
. 	 . . ,!' ." .. . ". :i . . ':' . '. ',". -:. . . . .'. .:.~. . ... 
": 	 ' ' , .':I . : .' 	 ....', . 

Mornirig·. Ed·~~ion.(~rR)'·#ljJ~~l" . 
'. ., .' 	 .,. / . " . . , '. .... ..; ! '..' . "., . 

',ot the' early idealism~' ~s' gone.' .NowMrs'. "Clintqnseemsto ,be' concentra'ting, . 

· on two thing5i1 -,.working to .kQQP·thQ· pressUre on for.· unive'r58,l .ooveraqe, and. 

· leaving- her'· hU8band~a~ mU9h. :room 'aa pOililiblQ to. say l\G( achieve,cLhil5: ·qc;>aL. " 


. "'." , If .she's 8ucc;:.essful., at both,· '~he:has.a fJo·od.chanc:e of ellsuringher own . 

.' place in 'his~orY.'. In: wash~ngton,'l'm ·Mara Llasson. ':" . 


.... " . .' " .,. . . '.. : . 
" • i. . 

<[music) . 	 . " ':: . '::'.'" . c.:" 1\' 
'1" 

1, .z"" ' 'j , .... ' ,',. 	 . ' 

·EDWARDS: ' Th~· tims' iii ,~9 ·ml~utespagtthe.~,'ho,ur •. 
.~ ,. ,.I' . ".J 


. ",,' \,' 


.;'.[.'Al,l Things co.nsidered / pr0tn0): 
; ..... 

. 	 ,.(lIU'~iC] .' { .f' > 
' ......: .' I .. 

. [news' h~ad·~ines] . ~ " ' I',·", , 	 , '. 
'" \ 	 .' .• 	 !' " 

, '. ' " 	
. ,-' . I , 

". 

; 	 , 

"./ ' 
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'. '.•~. pracading t .• "t \h.a..~<•.'been prOf~881()nal~Y.tra~6oribed.· H~wev~r~' ih 
, '. car to mfilet rlgid d18tributi'on and .tranlSmieudon d.ead~ines.l· it, ha5·..not 
· been proofread a9alri8t'audiotapeanclc2!iu:l'(~t,. ~o~~hat. reaspn·; ··bQ :guaranteed 
· 'as', to' the ·accuracy. ofcsp.eakers',woJ::Qsor 'spclllng~'l·. '.' . ( . 

I. , .....:: . ", . 

t ' . . ) 

~ '. > . ' . , . '. . ~ '.', " ' . r. " ',' .,'. ' " ! .• ' ,', .' ,', '. " .• 

The preceding tex~hafi\bfiuim·prcfQsilliaicnally· t;fansc:;rlJ;led .. · However,. alt~ough . 
. the text has been; che~~fild agai,nst .an·· audio track,' 'in ·order·. to meet rigid . 
distribution and transmiasion; deadline8,ithae not .yet been· pr~otr(tad· 

. c1ga,in&t tape. "', '.. . " " '.. \ ., ,'" /.."I· 

I' . " i • '. :. :. , .• ' ". 
. "I' , . 

,) 
, .1 

,! 
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Office of the~Press Secretary 

For Internal Use· Only .. June. 24, 1994 

AN ·INTERVIEW OF· THE FIRST LADY 
,CONDUCTED BY MARA LIAS SON OF NATIONAL PUBLIC RAD~O, 

THE. WHITE HOUSE' 
i 

, Q Yest~r~ay you sounded verYi very hopeful ab6ut 
what was happening in the Sen~te. Finance Committee, and 
today, as you know, some of your allies attacked the 
propos~l, pr at least the part of it, that ~antsto install an 
individual mandate. They say" it's bad for the democrats. Do 
you 'agreewith them? . 

" . 

. MRS. CLINTON: Well, I am, hopeful about the process 
that,' s going on in the congress', in both houses of congress.' 
And I thinkther~'sa.. lot of strohg feelings on all'sid~s, 
but what'simportarit is that people are working -together to 
reach a .resolution of these difficult issues, and I· find that' 
very encour'aging. So 'my hope is they will keep. working arid 
do the best job they can, and then we can go to the American 
people. and talk about wpat the alternatives are and get a 
piece of legisl~tion~passed. 

. " .Q . Last' week wh~n 'you' spoke to the L~ague; of Women 
Voteis ~ou ~riticized the concept of a trigger, th~ idea of. 
delaying ~- delaying the hard decisions that have to be m'ade 
if we're going to get to .universal. It'loo~slike some kind 
of delay mechanism or trigg~r is going to be ~- ~ery likely' 
going to be part bf w,hat emerges from this process. Do.you 

, have a different· feel'ing about the mechanism now? 

" 

. " 
MRS. CLINTON: I don,lt remember saying that. :1, 

remember saying that we cannot hav~ any l,egislation that dO.es 
not get us to universal coverage, but fro'mthe very : 
beginning, the 1?resident and all or us, who worked on this 
issue have said there ar~ ,many· ways of getting there. It is 
difficult to comm~nt on abstract proposals. These idea& have 

, to be put down on paper, they have tp be analyzed, they have. 
'to be 'costed out, put. the ultimate objective 'has never' 
changed, 'and that ,is universal ~overag~ ,as soon as it. 
possibly· c,:n be obtained. ' 

MORE 

" 



c Q Ye~terday you said' there were m~ny diffeient 
ways of getting to universal coverage, and you've alw~y~ said 
thatsomecombin~tion of e~~loyer mandates; individual 
mandates, taxes, are necessary. 'is any combination of those, 

,three,good eno.ugh, as, long as it gets to the goal? 

MRS., CLINTON: Again,' I would say the same as I 
have sai~ all along: There has to be srime, mechanism for 
ac~ieying universal co~~~age. And,weh~ve encouraged 
ever~oneon all side~ 'of t~i$ 'debate to be creative, ,to come 
forth witti their b~st thinki~g. Very 'few have put it 'down i~ 
writing and haveadtually put it into legislative language" 
and have actually obtained wh~tever the co~t projections aie. 

• -' • I. 

, ' ' 

We think there 'are a number.of ways of achie~ing 
univ~rsal cov~r~ge~ but y6u 6ahn6t v6te on an abst~act 
concept. It has to be acitually:work~dout, and we'r~'waiting 
to see'whai domes· of ,the discussi6nsthat'are being held. 

'Two committees haVe now firiished their work. The. 
public can look ~t the bills that h~ve been 'reported, out by 

·the Senate. Leibor and Human Resources Committee, and the' House 
Educiation a~d Labor committee, ande~al~atethem. We will 
wait tO,see what, the other committees ,do before we reach any 
conclusiorisabout w~at will or will n6t wo~k, or what is 

• 

'politi¢ally;~ossible . 


, 
Q But you are quite flexible about the mechanisms. 

It' 5 the (in'audible) point that you are 

MRS. CLINTON: Me always have been. We: always have' 
been, because we know that this' is a very difficult, political ' 
challenge, and' it has not been addressed in our c'ountry for . 
~ore than6oyeai~, desp{te,7' piesidents tryin~very hard t6 
put it on the agenda~ 

'\ .~ 

Thi~ president 'has actually aChieveci that, and~o 
we have beenias open an~ flexible~as we'knew. But the 

> President has laid down the bottom linie,which is: ,No more 
marginal r,eforms, no more avoiding the ultimateobj ective of 
health 'care reform. W~have,to achieve uni~~rsalco~erage. 
But he is open to thewa~ of doing that; . 

Q You spoke ~bout the debate, the new debate thab 
will 'happen when this gets to the floor, and how.the public 
will pay attention toit, as perhaps th~y haven't ,been up 
until that point.' If the choice then is a bill with an 

\, ' 
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individual mandate" versus one that: has more of ,an employer 
mandate, do you think then that there will be a surge of 
public suppo~t/£or universal cov~rage with something more 
that requires the employers to pay for it? L " 

, " 

MRS. CLINTON: Again, I t,h,ink it's hard to, talk 
,about" in the abstract~you woul? have to see what the 
details are and how, would this actually be implemented. In 
every'poll I've ever ,seen, 'people favor paving the employer 
share the responsibility.' Tha~ is uniform in every part of 
the c6untry~ 

We have the example of Hawaii, which nas worked 
very w,ell for 20 years, but there is.an individuaL 
resporisibility as well. So in fact we are always talking' 
'about both individual and ~mployer~sharedresponsibility. 

, 	 How it actually is, descr:ibedand 'would be ,implemented ,:-- we 
will have to, wait to s~e' what ,the leg'islative alternat,ives ' 
are before anyone, I think; can make a judgment./ 

Q You know t6at health reform efforts have died in 
the past, bec'ause of th,e combined~ att-acks of the left, and the 
~ight, or the,misguided efforts o( ,t6e lett~ndatt~cks from 

'the right. Recently you told a group of yoursupp6rters that 
they were paying" too much attention to the 'individual pi,eces 
that they w~nted, or ,the individualmeqhanisms, ,instead of ' 
the big key goal, and th"at, that perhaps cO,l,lld be in" jeopardy. 
,ifthey,~idn'tfight ~arder for univ~rsal coverage. 

Do you think that that could be happening now, when 
you have groups of ~- consumer groups and, labor unions 
star~ing to zero in on the individual mandate iristead of 
fighting for ~riiVersal co~erage?" Are you worried' abouithe, 
debate gettinq so polarized that,you cari't getsomething,in 
the middlethr.ough? ' 

:MRS. CLINTON: Oh', 'I always" worry about ,that" 
because I do thin~ this issue is an issue for middle 'class 
working Americans who don't' have theti~e to spend bonirig up 
on ever'y bit o,f detail about the issue~ And I believe 
.strongly thaturiiversal" :coverageisthe key, to putt.lngour.' 
'health care system on a much 'firmer ,financial footing, to 
providing~ guality and choice for every American" and for 
insuring that most,of the Americans who are insured donit run 
the r:isk oflosing,~hei~ihsurarice, as is in9reasingly 
happ~ning. ' ' 
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Sol would like everyone on all sides of this issue 
,to keep focused ori what is really at stake, and that is~ will 

we guarantee health insurance to, every American? And if we 
keiep .our 'focus on that, people are going to have to give on 
the, left, give on the right. 

There~s going to have to ~e an; honest effo~t to 

work out ~ifferences, but the objective 'should remain'the 

P~esident/s-objecti~e, and that is guaranteedh~alth 

insurance. And that's 'what we' want e~eryone to focus on. 


Q,' Right now this" debate is· getting down to· 
'the wire . Is, theq~ anything else the White House can do, the 

. President can do, to push this process along? Does he ne.ed· 
·to get' more involved in ,hammering out some kind of compromise 

now:, or do you still have a ,length of'timeleft? 

MRS .. CLINTON: Well, i think this is -- it's moving 
along very well. It's remarkable that you would have the 
k~nd of ~ttention paid to this issue and the results already 
from two major committees,and I know' that. this has been a .. ' 
veri inteh~e effort for me~bers of ~ongress.I think the' 
Preside~t has become tnlly invested in this issue. I don't 

. believe there" "are many Americans who don't identify him with 
it, but' I think the work stil~ has to c,ome ,out of congress .. ' 

And' what we believe.in the administration and the 
supporters of heal~h care ·reformis there'will never'be,a 
better ,opportunity, that this is an issue that should go' 
beybndpa~tisan.politics,you know.' Children who need health 
care are not going to be paying ,their bills with clippings 
abont rhetorical debates .. I mean, this. is "an issue'that 
really affe6ts"peopl~'s lives. ; 

" " 

And the Presid'ent w'illcontinue -to make it 
absolutely clear what he expects from thelegislati~e 
process, butthi~process has to work. I think the.Ameri~an 
people are watbhing very caref~llyto'see whether 6r not this 

.congress will respond. and will solve. their problems. I'have 
said many times', that all w'e are asking is that congress giv~ 
the. Amer ican \ people what. they have for theIl)selves, which is 
guaranteed health insurance. 

There was an event,on the Hill where a young woman 
stood and talked about her health problems, a wOman who had 
always' ,worked hard, she. had ..educated herself, 'she tr:ied 'to do, 
what she thought ,WqS right .. And a friend jokingly told' her, 
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well, ~ou could always commit a trime and goto,prison, ' 
becdfise ,they do give prisoners health care, or you co~ld:r~n 
for offi~e arid get ,elected tQ con~ress~ beca~s~ th~n y6u 
would get health ca~~. 

. 
That ~as not'a very 

, 

funny jok~in the context 6f, 
,her life" but I think a lot ,of us shook 'our heads bec<;iuse , 
it's.true. If you're ricfi enou~h~ you ~~t health car~; if 
you're poor enough, or in a prison, you get heaith care~ But 
'if you're in the majorityqf American 'life, the middle class, 
you live fio~ job to job, where you're ,one pink slip away, 
you're one diyorce away, you're one accident or 'il'iness 'aw,ay. 
So 1'~hopingthat the ,congress,hear~ what I hear when I 
travel ~very day, a~d gets the job done this year; 

Q If' something doesn;t m~etthe crit~tia that you 
~?ve .repeated again and again,universal coverage' by a date 
tert~in~,although there is obviousl~ some legal tbom in ,that, 
would y6~ counsel th~ President~to veto it and take it.to the 
'voters? 

MRS. GLINTON: I don't think I would'have to. The 

Presld~nt is on tecord, as strongly as he Cotild b~. 


Q That he would do that? 

MRS~ CLINTON: Yes. 
" 

Q And if he does - 

. MRS. CLINTON: And let me explain why, because many' 
people ~ay, ~hy dbn't you just settle fot in~urance reform~, 

• .' • • I 1, . . I' I ' , 

for'example. Let's just try to'take care of preexisting , 
pondltlons or portabl1lty.' The problem lS, ln the absence of_ 
universal coverage' yqu can'not solve th~se problems. "You can 
legislate' insurance reform, 'but you cannot make it, possible 
t6 control the cost ,of 

, 
insurance throtigh universal coverage.

' , 

, ,.' 

, And therefcire people who have apteexisting 
,condition or an ilin,ess, pr lose, ,their, job, they may, after 
suCh insutance reforms, be entitled now to insuranc~. But, 
therei~ no effort to help ~hem, throu~h either sub~idies or 
through some me~hariism tocontroithe ~rice of insurance, so 
th~t although it might ,beavallable to thefu" it remains 
unaffordable.' ' 

And anyone wholoo~s at the health care sy~te~ in 
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oU~,country and"se~s the increasing number ,of the, uninsu~ed, 
sees,the w~y the insurance market di~criminatesagainst so 
many 6f u~ who have, throu~h no fault of our own"illri~sses 
or- accidents with resulting medical coriditions, ,knows that 
'just legislating insurance reform without universal cov~rage 
will, ri'ot solve the problem: It will, though, drive costs up 
for ~any p~ople who already have insurance: and ,it will in 
many respects give us the w6rst of both ~orl~s.··' ' 

Q If the 'Preiid~nt is in, the ~ositi~n'6f.r~je~ting 
somethin~,vetoing ~o~ethin~ that inclcides only (incitidible) , 
preexisting ~oriditions~ portability; these bare~bone~ 
insurance reforms that, yOu say' can't .work, wi th'out universal 
coverage ~ and he does take' it to the voters', can the White 
House afford t6 do that politically? I~ other words, wh6 is 
'going,to get t,h'e ~lame if' he does that? _, \ 

MRS. ,CLINTON; You know I don't th'ink' about issues 
"like that. And I wish people iri Washington and politics 

would'stop thinking about that . I 'm~an, this President ' 
believes; 'and believed long before' h~· was President,' that 
healt~ ca~e reform was vital to the economic' ~ellbeirig, to 

'the\social '~abiic, and ~eally'~s a matte~ of eihics in our 
larger national commun~ty. 

Arid, he has staked himsei'f out, as he has on so many 
issues in the last year and a half. And you kno~ it's a 
loneiy'position to be in; to be the~dvocate 6f reform, where 

,the forces against change are, extremelY'well organized and 
know exactly' what they want; which is as Iittle as possible., 

And.the forces in favor or refoim'a~e co~fused, 
bewildeied, have~anydifferent,agendas. 'We kn6w the 
landscape. And for "my husband; being in public, life, .being· 
President, is Only worth it if yOu are actually helping' , 
peopie and making a difference for the positive good of th~ 
majori t'y of Americans. ' " ' , . 

So I don't look :to plac~ ~lame. I just would" be 
very sad that· we as a nation had walke,d away from our 
responsibility', ',that we" in the face, of three more -:-~three 
million more unin~ured thi~~year than three yeats ago, with~ 
more people in danger of losing thei~ insurance, had turned 
our backs on those people, that we as a nation couidn'tget 
our financial house inorde,r to be able to figure out' how to 
rein in health care costs. 

/ 
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- I wouldn't blameanybod~~ I wouid just be very sad 
,that we had failed ,to do what w~ should, as a mature nation., 
But my husband ne~e~ gives up, 'so;if for some reason it were 
notwh~t 'he'thought the' country, needed, he's not going 
anywhere~He~II'be back~ ~, " : ' 

But I don't think that will happ~ni bec~use 'I 
"belie've the congress cannot, go hack and face voters and 

answer a question which is a· very' simple' one, 'in my mind: 
'Why do they give theinse'lves h~alth, insurance, paid for in' 
'par,t by their employer, namely the, American ,people, and they 
~ann6t sit down~ all thoSe smart folks, and. figure out how t6 
do it for 'the rest of ,America? If I were a member of 

,congreps, I would not w,ant to answer that 'question. 
I ' ' 

, And there ar~ ~anyin the don~ress who will be able 
tb answe~' by saying, That is exactly what I tried to do. Now 
you have to help me at the ballot box cohvince other members 
it's~hat you want them-to do, ~s well. ' \ 

Q Next time? 

MRS.\CLI~TON: Whenever. 

Q Okay:'. Yesterday I went to all the events that 
you were a~ ~bout healt6 care~ and I noti6eshow emotional 
this issue is. And it's~hard ,not to get, as you your~elf 
said, it's hard not to have that p~ychological barrier broken 

, down when ,you're listening to these incredible stories about 
~uffering, rea~ly. ' 

I'm ~oriderihg how the process has affected you 
personally, ~ndif you worry about letting some of these 
p~ople clbwn; You' know, eY~n:undersome of the best scenarios, 
that can ~ome out of c6ngress; some of ,those people won'f ~et 
'their:insurance problems,s6lved even in the next year or two. 
,Are you concerned' about' theIll arid their expectations? 

"', . 

MRS. CLINTON: I'm ve~y doncerned.~ B~cause if I, 
were in the ~osition of the ~eo~lethat I"Ve met in'the last 
year and a half, if I were the mother who ,couldn't afford' 
heal~h care' for~y dhild, i~ I were the wife w60 didn't know 
~hat sh~ would. do with a disabled husband who :need~d round 
the clock care, or if I wete the woman who had'a lump in my 
breast 'an~ weie told by my doctor if I hadi~suranc~he would 
biopsy it,~butsince'Idori't we'll~ust watch. it, I don~t, . 
\', .. . . 

know how I, could stand that. 
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I ,have looked into the faces of ,literally thousands 
of Americans, now. 'They are not .complainers" they are not 
whiner~. '±hese are people ~h6'work everyday, who pay their 
taxes ,who ther.e but' for the ,grace of God go you or I." ,Anq I 
don't think it's right that they are put into financi.al ' 
jeopardy, that their li.ves are shortened, ,as we know they 

, are. When uninsured people have the same problems as insured 
people, they are three times more likely to ,die. That is not' 
right., " 

So it does, it bothers m,e every single day. ,But I 
'could feel that we had done what we ,sh,Ould do as-a nation if 
we get a piece of legislation that puts"usJirmly' on the road 
toward universal qoverage., And I 1<now it will be there. 
Yes, it's not going to solve everyone's problems overnight, 
but'we didn't get into ~his situation overnight. 

, It will.take time to do it ri~ht and t~ make sur~ 
that it is don~ se,that it re~11y h~lps ,the p~ople that ~e 
think shou,ld be helped, as well as previdings~cur'ityto all 
the ,rest of us., But if we ,ape on that re~d, theri I can go 
back to. apy town I've been in. I, can reread any of .. the more 
than,a million letters that·I have receivep'and feel that our 
countr~has reall~ responded. 

And you know in a time of such cynicism, wh'ereour 
politic~l system 'is under attack ·because people have so many 
questions that "are hard ,to answer, I think it's. important fer 
our democracy. that we let people·know that their needs have 
been addressed and that, at least iri~ofar as health security 
goes, that is a~ issue. that will be taken care of. And 
'that's r,yhat I think'the American.'peopledeserve to have. 

Q I' ju'st· have ene l~st' question. This whole 

effort. seems to. have a real ~piritual side for yoti., 

Yesterday you talked about the ethical'. and moral need to. dO' 

reform, ,that it has a'social justice component.
. ..... , . 

, .' 

I'm wendering hew yOu balance'that'personal 
commitmetltof yours, en ,those levels, with the,very hard
no.serd, hardball, . pragmatic politics.that,you're'going t.o have 
to be involved wi'th, especially '~,or the next month'er two,' 
which might inv61~e makin~ 'some very teugh c6mpromises~ . 
giVing up -- which is what comprdmis~ is about --on some 
things that you "really, really believe are right. Hew de you 
f~el? I mean, you· must think abour this. 
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MRS. ,CLINTON: Well,' I think that it's important to 

reco~nize ~hat the political process cando. And ~hatit cah 

do is biing people together who hold v~ry differeni points of 


, 	 views, and through that process help everyone come to some 
consens~s. And I re~pect th~t~ 

'I feel ,very'strongly that we ~re the l~ckiest 
people in the history of the world, with our 200 year old 
democracy ~that,has worked, 'and it,does eventually get around 

!/'

'to solving our problems'. B'utI think it's also, important to' 
recog~iz~ that every so.often·a~ iisu~ comes to uS that does 
have a motal dimension, which I believe the provision of ' 
health care, ,for every American' has.: 

, .' , -'.' 

And so as we go through',the, p~litics ~f health 

care, I just w~nt ~eopleto r~member that ~e are talking 

~bout li~es. We are talking about d~cisions being made that 

are d~ivert' not by a disease t~at a person, has,but by how ~uch 


'mohey can be paldto,cure that, diseas~.And so if we have a 

firm understanding of 'the significanCe of this issue, then'I 

believe, the proces~ will work'better. 


And yes, there will have to be a lob of tough 
,decisions. They ~re'being made, every day in the congress. 

And none of us will get exactly what we want. That is th'e 

nature ,of the political system. Bu~ I don't w~nt anybbdy 

making these,'decisions,'without remembering ,what is really at' 

stake, and I don't want people who themselves feel very 

secure ~Ver forgetting,thatther~ but for the grace of God go 


, . '. 

they~ 

None of us can predict what the future holds, and 

we ail should be putting ourselves, in our brother's or 

sister's place and making these decisio'ns' as though our own 

life depended upon it. It ~ould, buf, eVen if it doesn't, ' 

that is hdw we should be 'thinking about hearth c~re,and 


• I .."" 	 I'that's what I hope people wlll b~ thlnklng about as we move· 

toward thisdeci~iori that I thirik will be· made in the best: 

interests of the A~ericanpe~pl~,. 


Q Ha's this process changed you in any way,? I' 

mean, this has beertan incnidible thing that you've .done. I, 

m~an, how has it a~fected you? ' 


I', 

'MRS. CLINTON: It' has" I think., It has certainly 

given me an opportunity to meet ,some extraordinarily heroi~ 


people, not onlyth~ people ,who ate f~cing difficult medical 
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situations, :but th~ doctors ~nd ,the: nurses who, take care of 
them'. '.' 

You k~ow, you c~nnoi go into a trau~~ cenier and 
talk with th'e emergency room doctors and nurses about what 
they '~ee ~very day, and how ttiey work a~ hard as they knOw. 
how to take care of ~nbelievable problems,wiihout beirig 
moved. ' ,You'can' t .go. to a' rural .cominlmity aI1dtalk to a 
physician assistant, ~who is the only health care providerirr 
very, long distances~ 'and listen to him tell you the $tory of 
wnat he .. goes through wi thqut being incredibly moved by that. 

", ~o, from my perspe6tive~ I~ave met the people on 

the front lines. 'I have met the patients , the mothers, the 

fath~rs, the childr~n. I .have' met the dpctors and th~ 

nurses, .and the hospital ~dministrators. And ~l~ost to a 

person, not one of them complains to me. 


, They' don't take me aside and blame' so.~ebodY . They, 
don't, yell and scream. "They don't, you know, ~callup talk 
radio shows and carry -,on. 'They look me in the eye and they 
say, let me tell 'you what the problems are, and, let me give 
you my ideas about how they ~hobldbe ~6lved, and why I think 
every person n~eds to have health care cbverage.; 

'86 it's been both a.sobering experience but an 
incr~di~ly upliftingpne"to be· confronted "by that much 
courage on a daily basis. It does make ita littl~ hard, 
sometim~s,~o comeb~ck to Washington, where I feel ~hat that 
reality does" not penetrate'deeply enough into the 
,institution~ and the. decision making that is'present here. 

But'I 'understand why thathappen~, and I consider 
par~ of my job to tiy to be ~ voice for the people who~.I've 

'met, and to keep telling their ~tories every ch~hce I get. 
And that' s wh~~ I'm going to do. , 

Q Do"es -it make you less wiliirig' to compromise, . 

though, ~n terms of '- 

MR~. CLINT6N~ No., not if the,ult{~~te db~e6tiveis 
,uniVersal coverage. That is -~'that is.something ~ou cannot 
compromise on. , But there~ielmany other details which, . 
understandably, people will have to make compro~>ises on. But 

, you cannot compromise ,on obtaining' unlversal'. coverage.

9 You dori't have any regrets that the pl~n ha~ 
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been whittled dowfi, .that ~andatory alliahces- a~e gone, that' 
the benefits package is getting'smaller? 

MRS. CLINTON: '-Let's wai.t illnd see what happens; 

Q Thank"you very much. 

*****, 
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