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AN INTERVIEW 'OF THE ,FIRST LADY 
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. THE WHITE HOUSE 


Q (Inaudible) after one ,and a half years in the 
WhiteHouse; how was it for,you? 

\ ' 

" . 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, it's been very exciting and 
challenging. I'm ~er~ pro~d of what my husband has " 
accomplish~d for the :cbuntry, ali of,th~legislation that has 
been passed and the changes th~t "we are beginning to see~, It 
has also been a v'ery full year, with both "opportunities that 

,I personally ha~e, t6 w6rk ~nheaith car~ and to travel 
around' our country. \ 

I, 

I' mv~ry pleased at what I see happening ,but "it,' s 
also had some difficulties, too. We both,lo~t parents. My 
father 'died" and ,my husband's mother ~ied. So it's been a 
year of~ostly very 'good developments, but some difficulties 
as well. 

'Q Ina-certain sense, it waspi6bably th~ most 
interesting year. 

MRS. "'CLINTON: You're right. That, is right., 
. think ,that's fair to 'say. And 'I really ~ppreciate the 
'opport:.un'ity that I haye to be a part"of what we're trying t,o 
do in the 6otintry, and I think" most 6f us here fe~l that way. 

Q You are, in a c_ertain sense, very, very much a 
part of ,all that.' You.' re a part of the histo,ry" that is being 
made (inaudible), the White House. People say you are very, 

l co'lorful.' What would 'you ,say' yours'elf " how far your 
influence ~6es? Everybodya~kirig ~-:accusin~ you of being 

,too powerful'~, 
, \ 

MRS., CLINTON: Oh, t think the~ always ~ay'that 
about anyone who is my position, b~t I alwa~s ~emind'myself, 
as my husband reminds me, tha~~ny time you tr~ to change 
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'1 wh~tis around yoy, you~re going to prov6ke,6pposition. , And' 
my husband has ,certainly tried to make changes in America '\e that he thinks will put ui on a stronger r6ad, and' I want to 

'help him. 

I think back to pebpielike Elearior Roose~elt,and 

hbw bitterly criticize~ she was for helping her husband~ in 

more recent times, some of the dth~~ womeri who ha~~ 'been in 

this p6sition. So I don't'know t~at you ev~r could'~atisfy 


,people, and wha,t I try to do is, help, my husband. And when he 
asks me for advice, br he asks me,to_work on a project, I 
consi~er' that a ,great piivilege.,' , 

Q Do you think it's because you're, a woman, 

mostly? '~ 


I 

, MRS. CLI-NTON: I think, that has a part of it. Yes, ' 
I d6. ' And I thin~ that is'al~o somethi~g that he 
understands, be6ause we ar~, ,in ~'way," tran~it~on'figures in 
our country;' and the role o'f women has~ been changing., 'And I , 
think,still, people have"questions aboutthat"so very often 
they'project ontQ me whatever concerns or ~uestion~ {hey have 
~bout women in gene~alf So I ~on't really know all ,the 
reasons for it, but I'm ,Sure that,'s a'p~rt of it. 

Q We'~e talke~to,some people who are against you, 
and they said, it's ,not because she's a woman, it's, because , 
she's so left, she's so (inaudible). 

MRS~ CLINTON: Well; I don't know~ That's " 
interestirig, beca~s~someon the left say that I'~ too much 
conservativ~~ What I try to do i~ help sol~e pioblem~, and I 
don't'think that', every- problem that, our ,country has, ,has a' 
left or right solution. In ,fact, one of-my husband's great 
goals, is to get out country to ~ove forward and not be locked 
into po~itical and rhetorical battles with p~ople on the left 

,and the right, yelling at each other. ,~/d(;>nit th/ink that's a, 
very useful way to proceed in public P?licy, and I agree with 
hiiri~ 

II haye always been someone who believes strohgly in 
my· underlying values' about what this country should do and' 
how it should proceed. But I al'so recognize tnat you cannot 
have, everything you want, and you have to work out. the 
details 'with peopl'e from all, parts of the political spectrum., 

" , 
'so ~henever anyone says thatabotit me, I say well; 
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does that mean i~'s' left, ,to think every person in Am~rica 
shou14have health ~are? I don'i think that~s a lett or a 
right .issue. I think that's a very dO,wn~to-eart::h, practical 
issue~ 

,Q Mrs. Hillary,' because you talked about the 
values, what would you say your'val,ues,., your main, principal 
values, were you are not really made to,compromise? ' 

,'MRS. CLINTON: 'Well, with respect to h~alth care, 
which is the issue I've been ,most,involvedwi,th on behalf of 
my husband, I believe every American is entitled to , \ 
guaranteed health Lnsura,nce, just as in your country. -, And I 
don' t think that's a value that shouid be 'compromised away.' 

There'are many diiferent ways of achieving 'that, 
an'd the President has said' many times, he is open to different 
ideas ,but at the end of ,the pr0cess he wants, and' I believe ' 

'he is absolutely ~igh~" fot every American to have what ' 
members of congress ,have, whic~ is guara~teed he~lth 
insurance. ,That seems to us to be a fundamental value., 

, ' Q In a" sense, ' in yo~'r health care program yo'u are 
very routine~,'aren't you?, ~asical~y,yo~ want that~ what we 

, have in, Germany. I even read somewhere that you 'clr:e " you'
C~',' ,took 'Germany as a model and -

e" 	
" , 

, " 

MRS.,' CLINTON: We worked on that, yes. 1. mean, 
because Germany has p-' publ~c-private' system, which is what we 
are trying to build on ~by ex'pi:mding our private insurance, 
but,havirig a safety net for people'who are unemployed and 

'otherwise ~ould lose insurance. And so 'we looked at European 
~odels, w~ looked at Canadai we looked at Japan. 

Every advanced economy ,except 'for our own has 
figured out a way to deiiver'health care ,to eve~y citizen.' 
N6~ every country ha~ continuing problems ,because we are all 
living longer, we,are demanding more from 'our 'health care 
system. But there is'no'way to compare our country with· what 

,'yours has ,and' conclude that<Yle·are doing a,s good a job using 
our money ·for health care as ,you are ~ W~ "spend much more, 
and we don,'t even 'cover nearly' 40 million Americans, and, many 
millions more are'indanger of. losing theirh~alth care 
cov~rage,. 

So it is' not a left or right issue: I tel~ many 
people, trying to provide aftordablehealth care ,is a 
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corservative issue. It is ,absolutely flmdamentalto not only 
our persoh~l health but ou~ economi6 health as a 60untry. ' 

, ,Q Let ~e aSk yOu ,one quite per~onal thin~:' Whe~e 
d~,yo~'take all~your ~hergy from? You have be~n ,(inaudible) 
you have been working 'so~uch for a ye~r. ~re you ~imply 
such a strong woman? 

MRS. CLINTON: No. I think, thoug~, thbt I'm a 
very lucky woman. I have a wonderfuifamily and 'avilry 
strong fa~th, and I believe that what'my ~usband is"trying to 
d6 is right for'Am~rica. 

, So ,I'kriowfull w~ll,that there are people who: 
defend the status qub because they make money from it; or, 

,because' they are ideologicai" ,with blinde~s on, arid want,: 
thing~ to be done ,only their way. And they see my 'husband, 

, and then they s~e, me, as threats to the, way they. want, to~. run 
this count~y. I understand th~t they ~ill then attack us, 

,but I can't take that very seriously,because I know where it 
comes(from.' And so we go ori wit~ our work. 

, ' 

Q You ~re pa~ticular~y thteatenin~ to men. 

MRS.CLINT9N:' Oh-, I think 'to some. But you know,' 
any wOman who achieves , as y,ou do, or any woman in today' s 
world,whO tries to balance ,het rol~s as wife'and ~othei with 
a professional rOle, knows that sOmetimes that is' 
threatening. I hope that in my lifetime ,. ~nd'lcertainly by my 
daughter's adulthdod, both m'en ·and wom~nwill' let women'make . 
the 6hoices that are right for them and not be threatened bi 
the choices that ,women make for their lives . And that's what 
I believe in, an6th~t's how I've always lived~ 

, ' Q Mrs. Clinton, because you mentioned,yoUr 
daughter,! learned she is (inaudible)' Germ~ny? 

MRS. CLINTON: That's right" yes. She has gone to
a camp~or a numbe~ of years that specialiies in the German 
language'and the German cuiture. My husband studied',Germanl 
when he w~s in college, and so she is follOwing,h'er father's 

'footsteps. She is a beginner, bu~ sh~ loves the language .. 

Q Ii-there any particular (inaudible) or message 
you would give to your daughter after atlthe experience you 
have (inaudibl~)'~ 
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MRS. ,CLINTON: That' I w.antfor her what· I want for 
every young girl .. I'want her to develop every'one of her 
capacj,tIes, mental, physicaT, spiritual, emotional, so. that 
she can live up to herGpd-giv~n potential,and not let·' . 
anyone tell her what'she can or cannot do,' but to listen to \ ' 
her own heart arid mind, and make her own decisions in lif~. 

That's what I want. for all bhildren, but 
p~rticul~rly for girls. I want the~ to be able ,to have that 

'range of choice; which is what I'~ fight~ngfor, for the 
women in my country. 

QThank you very much, very much.I·would like to 
talk about four hours (inaudible). 

* * * * * 

, \ 
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INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY 
BY A RHODE ISLAND AFFILIATE 

Q I know you're here to talk about health care 
today. And the plan addresses health care costs., But we 
want to talk a little bit about 'health care quality. In 
Rhode Island a hospital recently misread a ~oman's Pap smear 
four times. And she died of ' cervical cancer. How does the 
Clinton plan address quality, as well as the cost? Is there 
a way to weed out the bad doctors, the b~d labs? 

" 

MRS. CLINTON: You know, I was shocked when I read 
that. And apparently there are a lot of other women out 
there waiting to be retested to find out what the truth is 
about their ,condition. I just was so sick to hear about 
that. 

What we want to do is enhance quality. 'And we want 
to do it by opening up records, you know. One of the 
articles that I read about what happened 'here said that the 
hospital didn't have to tell anybody. And th~~ didn't. 

We want to have report cards. We want to know what 
is being 'done in hospitals. ; We want all of us" you and me, 
to know, so that when we make judgments about where we go for 
care, what plan we enroll in, we're going to have that kind 
of information available. 

And I think if we provide mor~ consumer 
information, and if we put hospitalsand'doctors on notice 
from the very beginning that they're going to have to be more 
open in what they tell'their patients and tell those who will 
collect the data, we will begin to weed out some of the 
problems. 

But, you know, they're not just found here in this 
state. Unfortunately, they're found allover the country -
luckily, not in large numbers. But still any mistake is a 
large mistake for the individual who is the victim o.f it. So 
I'm very hopeful that we will be increasing quality by 
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getting more information out and holding more people 
accountable. 

Q Any revolutionary chang~ like this is very 

difficult for people. It takes a great leap of faith. Why 

should people in this area trust Washington? 


MRS. CLINTON,: You shouldn't. They shouldn't trust 
Washington. They shouldn't trust insurance companies. They 
shouldn't trust anybody, but themselves. And that's the kind 
of system we want to have. 

It's a system that will be very familiar to most 
Americans. They will continue to get their insurance through 
where most of them now do, their workplace. But instead of 
having the employ~ror the government make the decision about 
what health plan th~y have to join, the individual will have 
that power. " 

And every year the individual will be able to 
change, lIterally walk with their feet., If they have a 
hospital that, during the ,middle of the year, it's l.earned 
has done something wrong, they can not sign up for that plan 
again. And they won't be locked, in like too· many people are 
today. 

Now Washington and the federal government' need to 
, set certain standards. We want, to make sure every American 
has health coverage. And we want to make sure everyone has a 
good benefits package that they can count on. And then we 
want the states to make sure that they really monitor the 
system to make it work~ 

But.mostly we are looking, to individuals and 
doctors and hospitals to be making the decisions between 
themselves. We want -- we, want Washington to set the ground 
rules and then kind of get out of the wa~. 

Q The Clinton plan, will it guarantee that costs 
in this area will go down? We have some of the highest 
costs. Massachusetts is the highest in the country. Rhode 
Island is 13th. We can't guarantee that he'alth care is going 
to cost less. 

MRS. CLINTON: It should. I can't speak exactly 
how long it will take for any part;icular state. But even in, 
New England there are higdispa~ities. 
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For example, in New Haven the cost of taking care 
of a Medicare patient is one-half of what it is in Boston. 
There is apparently no difference in quality. So why don't 
we have incentives in the system so that the costs are 
reduced without in any way decreasing.q~ality? 

There are ,many 'examples of that even in New 
England. S'o we think this new: system will get' better 
information out. Physicians and hospitals will have 
incentives to do things 'differently at lower cost without 
interfering with quality. Right now those don't exist. So, 
yes, costs should go down over a period of years. 

Q I know time is at a premium here. Let me ask 
about your role as First Lady bepause a lot of people say 
you're so differ'entin this role. Is it" something that you 
carved out to be, a different kind of President's wife? Or 
is it something generational that would have happened at this 
time? 

MRS. CLINTON: No, I think it's more generational. 
But I alsp think there have been many ~omen in'this position 
before who have done a lot of wonderful things. But they may 
not have gotten the credit for it" It,. may not have been as 
visible as it is today with all the TV cameras looking at 
everything. 

I don't think there's ever been 'a First ,Lady more 
influential than Eleanor Roosevelt. But even someone like 
Bess Truman; if you read'the Truman.biographies, was very 
influential, but on the inside, didn't chOose to make her 
influence and, her discussions and the role·' she played with 
her husband 

Q I have to ask you, do you want to be,president? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh no. 'Uh-huh. 

Q Ever? 

MRS. CLINTON: No. No. You know what I want? I 
really want this country, from my, p'erspective, to get back on 
the right track. You know, I can remember -- and I'm not 
that old ~- when I could leave my house in the morning and 
wave goodbye to my mother with my friends and get on my bike. 
And she'd say, "B.e back in time for dinner. II 
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And, you know., we'd have a great childhood. And we 
were secure. .And the schools worked for us. And we thought· 
there'd be jobs for us when we grew up_ I look at my 13 year 
old daughter now. Even if we weren't living in the White 

'House, I wouldn't feel safe telling her'to be home in time 
for supper, .let her get on a bike with her friends, you know. 

'1 don't know what the future holds for her • 

. . I mean, I would be happy today, .and my. husband 
would, too; if we could get rid of 'violence in oui-cities, if 
we could get our economy back on t,rack s'o that the good 
people of Rhode .Island had decent jobs again that paid living 
wages, if we could make sure they had health security. Gosh, 
you know, I would be happy to get out of public life and go 
back to being a private person again.. (Laughter) 

(The interview was concluded.) 
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Il;lTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY 

BY A RHODE ISLAND AFFILIATE 


Q Mrs. Clinton, first of all, what's been the 
reception among the real people out here-in the world to your 
proposal-so far? 

MRS. CLINTON: I think' people_ are very excited 
about the idea that when this plan is finally passed into 
law, no one will ever lose their, health insurance ~gain,no 
matter who they are or where they live, and that every 
American will have health security with a good comprehensive 
set of benefits. 

I think that has just taken the country by storm. 
And everywhere I go people are saying , -_"We want health care 
security. We want it as soon as, we can get it. And we don't 
ev~r want to worry_about losing it again.", 

Q I know we're all excited. But I can imagine
that people must be a little afraid of just change, if 
nothing else. 

MRS. CLINTON: I think that·,s right'. 

Q What about these people, older people, my 
mother, for instance? I was reading in the paper today that 
the co-payment on prescriptions, drugs, could go up -- could 
go up. j: know everything is negotiable' at-this point. How 
do you assure elderly people in nursing homes and around the 
country that they're going to be all right? 

_ MRS. CLINT0N: _ Well, first of all, they don' t have 
prescription drug benefits now. And so what we have found 
are literally millions of older Americans spending more money 
than they should have to on prescription drugs, not being 
able to get the medications that they need, or even ending up 
,back in the hospital because they couldn't afford the 
prescription. ' 
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We're going to give prescription drug benefits for 
the very first time to older Americans. It'll cost a little 
bit. It has to cost something because, obviously, we can't 
just give it free. But we're doing it at such a reduced 
level-And itts. going to save so many older Americans 
literally millions and millions of dollars that ·the cost will 
just drop dr'amatically. 

And we're .also going to be Qffering long-term care 
benefits for the very first time. Prescription drugs, long
term care -- those were the two issues we heard most about 
from my mother and from older A~ericans allover the country. 
And we're going to address both of them. 

Q You said that everything is negotiable. You're 
open for new ideas, better reforms than perhaps you started 
with. Is there anything that's non-negotiable about this 
plan, be it philosophy or specifics? 

~S. CLINTON: Yes. Yes. The principles that the 
President outlined in his speech to the Congress are non
negotiable. We have to have a plan that 'includes everybody. 
Nobody will be left out again. We have to make health care 
security a basic right for all Americans. We have to have a 
comprehensive benefits package that will take care of most of 
the problems that the majority of Americans have. 

And it has to include preventive care•. We've gone 
at this backwards for too long. ,We have to make sure that 
people get choice among their health plan' so. that they can 
have some control' over their own health care destiny, which 
right now they don't, because either their employers or, 
often, the government makes that choice ,~or them. 

We have to do it, in a' way that saves money. If all 
we did was try to provide more benefits and better care, but 
we only added cost to it, that wouldn't work because then 
eventually 'we'd be back in .the same position with people not 
being able to afford it. We have to insure quality. Quality 
i~'absolutely essential. ' 

And we have to simplify the system. We need to get 
rid of these forms' and this. paperwork and bureaucracy that 
not only ·tie up doctors and nurses times', but ·really confuse 
a lot of people who have to fill them out. 
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• Anq we have to try to .have a system in which people 
are responsible. And to the President 'that means that it 
needs to be fairly financed. And it needs to be financed in 
a way that has everybody involved in the system., No more 
free rides, no more shifting costs from one part of the 
population to another." 

'But those are' the basic,principles that we cannot 
compromiseoh. But there are a lot of different ways of, 
getting there. 

And' I've been thrilled at the spirit of cooperation 
among Democrats and Republicans and people allover the 
country who are saying, '''We can work this out. My goodness, 
if we could, you know, get a social security system, if we 
could start Medicare, if we could send somebody to the moon, 
we can deal with the ,details as long as we're committed to 
what we want to do." 

Q Everybody agrees this is a noble and bold move 
on this administration's part. But there's got to be risks 
to it. Do you concern yourself with the political risks of 
this? 

MRS. CLINTON: Sure.' ~here's,always risks, any 
time you try to do anything in politics; you kno\V. It'sjust 
easier to kind of go'along and try to tell people what they 
want to hear and not to cause any waves. And that's an 
unfortunate fact that we face all the time in the public 
arena. 

But it's a risk that has to be taken.' It's not 
worth, in my husband's view,'beingPresident if we don't try 

, , to deal with our health care "crisis. ,And so for him it's not 
a risk. ' It's part of the obligation of being Presid'ent 
today. And we're going togo after ito.' And we're going to 
get it done. And we're going t6inake sure that it's done 
right. 

But everything'sr.is;ky. Blit,what's the point of 
being there if you don't try"-;':O s,olve the problems that 
people are, most concerned about? ' . . . . ~~ 

Q' Being fromArkansa~ ~ I've watched really, 
clos~ly how the media has handl,ecl you and how the country 
looks at you. And, of course, dl1ring the campaign in the 
beginning of'the administration," .everybody had the tough 
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things to say. But now you're the person to take a picture 
with. (Laughter) Do you feel a little bit of vindication 
that it's all turned around? O,r, do you concern yourself with 
that? 

MRS. CLINTON: I don't. think that way, you know. I 
always believed that a lot of people 'who were saying things 
about.me or jumping to conclusions about me didn't really 
know anything about me. And I just had faith that if, you 
know, I just was concerned. about· what moved me, issues that I 
have. to worry aboutasa mother:or as a woman, that most 
people would begin to understarid: that that's why we're doing 
what we're doing in Washington now with the President and the 
people working wit~ him. 

We had a great' life iri Arkansas. We had a lot of 
friends and we enjoyed our time there. But we really believe 
that this country' can be 'better. And for me that is·a very 
exciting thing to be part of. ' 

Q Okay. Thank you very much. 

(The interview was concluded'.) 

* * * * * 
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