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THE WHITE HOUSE -

Q. So the first question, obviously, is‘what'YOu

are looking forward to when you are going to visit these

countries, Italy, Poland and Germany, and what you are

partlcularly 1nterested in.

MRS. CLINTON" Well, I am looking forward to:
v151t1ng ‘the countries. It will be my: first trip to Latvia

" or to Poland. . I have been to Germany and Italy before. .But

in"all of the countries I will get to do some thlngs I’'m very
interested in. I will get to meet some women in some of the.
countries.. I think there will be. several occa51ons,.as I had

" the opportunlty in Parls and in Rome to:do on my prev1ous

trlpS

I w1ll be able to v151t a fa0111ty in Warsaw that

"is of great interest to me, which is a home for children who
-are not completely orphans but have dlfflculty living with
-their- own famllles, and so they are 'given the opportunlty to’

be in'a residence during the week but they are still in
contact with their famllles I think that" is a very

.important model

I also will have the chance to see some cultural
and musical events. I will be attending kind of mini

_concerts in Warsaw and in Bonn, and Adravello (phonetlc),

which I am very much ‘looking forward to. "And then T will get

"to see some of the sights of -the country which I‘m very

excited about, the new museum in Bonn ‘certalnly, being in-

Q The museum- of German hlstory°

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, I will go there. Being in

bBerlln will be a thrllllng opportunlty ~ I w1ll be along
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w1th Mrs. Cole (phonetlc), g01ng to. the JFK high school for a
commencement speech to the German and American students. In
Italy, I will get to go-to ‘Naples, where .I have never been
before; .and in Warsaw, the Warsaw Ghetto and some of the
other places 'in the country that are g01ng to be of 1nterest
‘to us hlstorlcally and’ culturally

So that's a longer answer.. But I’m- very ex01ted
about my trlp, when I get to see all of these thlngs and meet
rall of these people. » . .
: Q Mrs. . Cllnton my readers just have to know ,
-whether you have any POllSh connections, famlly or any other
~aspect, because we know that you had lived in the Chlcago
\fsuburbs, and Chlcago 1s such a- POllSh city.

. MRS. CLINTON I have many friends and many-

' colleagues who have POllSh ancestry. I do nét know of any in.

my own family background -I would be proud to have ‘some’ if I,;
were to dlscover it, but I don’t Know of any. .

o , Q ‘As a’ European press, ‘we are not many -- very
often with you, 'and we would like. to tell our American ,
colleagues a side of the President, the President’s life in
.the White House, ‘that no one. knows .Can you help us?’

MRS. CLINTON: “"Well, I don’t know that anythlng is
" not known these days ‘in Amerlca, but certainly the President
is someone. who has such. a great. enthu51asm for life that --

at home, at night, we listen to music. He’s a great sports

‘enthusiast. We have been caught up in the World Cup fever,

S0 we are watchlng as many of the qames that ‘we can get.

' He is a great games player, so that we play a lot
of card games and board games together, and he also loves -
crossword puzzles -and word games. We .play Tr1v1al Pursuit or
" Scrabble. ' He has a very, you khow, famlly oriented kind of
home-based .side to him that actually -- since he lives - so
close to where he works, we get to spend more time together
-than we even dld before, because 1t’s S0 convenlent

‘ Q How about yourself? I mean,'ls there a.side to
'you that doesn’t come over in the. press in what is publlshed
' bout you, or is mlsrepresented’ '

- MRS. CLINTON" Well I think that people often see
”only one 31de,;or only one part of a slde. I think if you
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put everythlng together you would see. any one of us in the
‘public eye .in a much broader way. But- some people Wwant to-
" write about ‘me only in my OfflClal First Lady capacity, which
" .I very much enjoy and ‘am pleased to do, the dinners, the.
3receptlons,,the events S ‘ C
: Others are more 1nterested in my personal s1deh
‘with my husband and my daughter, and that is the most - L
'1mportant thing in my life. And then many people want to
write about my public volunteer activities on behalf of
causes and issues I'm concerned about w1th health care,

It's dlfflcult I thlnk for many to get all of it
together, but it would be as if you or anyone were written
- about and they only wrote about one'slice of your life. So-
my ‘hope is that people will see me as I hope they see every-
. woman, and certainly any person.in publlc life, as a full
‘integrated person, and let us have the many 51des of our life
that make up the person. . . :

. Q- You juggle all of thesé multlple roles at the
.Whlte House: the First Lady, polltlcal advisor to your
husband, mother. Is it very stressful? Do you enjoy it, and
don’t you sometimes thlnk that you are paylng too hlgh a
prlce for it? . , : .

o : MRS.'CLINTON: It really depends. ' Overall, I enjoy
it 'very much, and I feel just positively committed to what my
“husband is trylng to do, so it’s a.great joy for me to be ;
part of it. Some days are harder than other days. I mean
that I thlnk is part of the life 'that you 51gn .on ‘for when
you are 'in the publlc eye, ‘and I accept that. But most days
I am very enthusiastic about the changes my husband is
. making. I think he is doing what the country needs to have
done, so I feel pr1v1leged to be a part of that.

. . Q But you are often seen, as the motlvator, as the.
.+ ambition that's dr1v1ng, and you ‘are presented that way. Is
"that accurate? ” : \

. MRS.: CLINTON: People who say that don’t know my
husband. They don’t have any idea about my. husband ‘who
comes across‘—- because he is -- as a genuinely nice person
who loves people and is enthusiastic about life. But he is a
motivated, very committed leader, who has a very clear idea
" of what Amerlca should be d01ng here at home and in the
world. ~ . :
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‘ I think sometlmes people say, well how ‘could thlS
very nice person accomplish all this? And they still, when‘
“they look- at the record he’s: ‘acquired in the last year and a
half, 1t’s the most effectlve presidency, in many respects,:

. for the last 30 years. - In fact, the Congre551onal Record

said that no president had a better flrst year 51nce
. Pre51dent Elsenhower was in offlce -

So I thlnk people underestlmate and in: many i
,respects don‘t appreciate -- again, going back to what I. said.
‘earlier -- the full range of my husband’s attitudes and ' °
emotlons, and ‘convictions, which is what I thlnk makes him
‘such a great pre31dent o . . . -

. « : Q' on-a typlcal day,‘what are the best moments of
'the Cllnton famlly? Is it the morning, the breakfast, the.
even1ng°« : _— : ‘ : v ‘

~ MRS. CLINTON The evenlng The evenlng, usually,
. because’ that’s" when we all gather and usually have dlnner*
e together.* ’ - ~ : :
I remodeled upstalrs and made the kltchen, which /
- was only a pantry/serving kltchen, ‘a family kitchen, so we '
.sit r‘around our table like any family, and weé have dinner
_together, and we talk about what happened during the day.’
And then during the school year my daughter does her .
_'homework, and maybe one of ‘us helps, although it’s becoming
increasingly difficult, because her. work is so much harder.
But we try to.help her.  And then usually when she finishes.
we have some time together where we’ll play cards or watch
,'telev181on, catch up on the day, talk about our famllles.

: Q- Is there a tlme that you forget about polltlcs,
,that you can cook, read . go shopp1ng° Is that pos51ble°,

" MRS. CLINTON Well, it’s p0551ble for me, to some ° -
extent. - We go to Camp ‘David more often, now, because we are .
. totally away there. And we spend time together just walklng
around, riding our bikes, - sw1mm1ng in the pool just
generally belng together. . .
I have the chance,’unllke my husband, to -~ I take.

my bike out, and I go riding in various trails in Washington,
.~and nobody knows. I go for long walks.. I go to stores and
‘oftentimes am not- recognlzed right away because péople are so
surprlsed to see me. I go places w1th my . daughter. I went
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to tea just the other day My daughter and I, and her”

friend, and her friend’s mother went over to the Hay Adams,
and  we had tea together, and nobody knew,‘and nobody : bothered

. us. So I get to do -that.

Q So you live behlnd bars, but you --.

' MRS. CLINTON: -Not - no. But my. husband has a

Amuchamore dlfflcult time gettlng away

H

Q It has been said that you don‘t llke cooklng a

"~ lot, except for maybe cookles
~ MRS. CLINTON:' Well, actually, I did COok‘a'lot.

'Q Here, 1n the Whlte I-Iouse‘> ,

' MRS. CLINTON: No, not in the White House. I've

cooked a few things in the White House. You know, the first -

‘time I realized how difficult that was going to be was when -

my daughter was not feeling well, and I wanted to make her

what I always would ‘make her before, which is, you- Know, some

applesauce, very soft- applesauce, and. some scrambled. eggs,

"and _you know, some dry toast -- just for her to feel better..

Lo So I went 1nto the little kltchen up there and I.
) started to sc¢ramble the eggs. And all of ‘a sudden the

kitchen was filled with people who said, ©ohH, no, we’ll do it

. for you. .And I Sald no, no, I w111 do it. T haven’t had
© too many occasions. But we’ ve made cookles,.we‘ve done --=

do some, you know, qulck eggs; some, you know, other kinds

, simple meals, sometimes on the weekend, but not very often
" all, anymore. o : s

‘ O Now this one and a half years in the White House
occasionally have been .very tough both on your husband and

1
of

at

on you. ' You-have been under -- at least temporarily -- under

constant barrage of crltlclsm from not only the republican
party but also people like Rush-. lebaugh (phonetlc) You .
have - S

MRS. CLINTON- That is’ the republlcan party.

- Q You have - well you have to’ faoe very
 expensive-lawsuits. How. does that -- what kind of impact

does-that have on your family life, on your married life?

y ) ) : ) B - . g i ’ Ceel
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: , "MRS. CLINTON: Those have very llttle impact. I
mean, ‘'what happened to us in the last year and a half that
had impact was my father dying and my mother=in-law dylng,‘u
and our friend Vince Foster (phenetlc) ‘dying. Those were, .
you know, real tragic losses, not so much w1th my father, -
because he .was so much older, but still it was a great amount
~ . of personal grlef a55001ated w1th all of those.

V ‘These other attacks,‘and these charges, are S
“politically motivated. That is obv1ous, and we take them for

what they .are: a desperate attempt by people, who cannot R
argue with my husband on the issues, to try to destroy him
personally o Lo T S

, As a frlend of mlne sald 1t’s oddly flatterlng to
be so threatening to the forces of the right in this country,

- - who do not agree with us that people should have health care,

’that people should have jobs,- that- people should be given
more opportunities. So from our perspect;ve, that is part of
the polltlcal battle we are waglng o . , N

l Q So do you. argue a. lot thh ‘your husband9 I
mean, we’ve read recently that sometlmes dlscu851ons in the
White House are very hot tempered ‘ »

, MRS CLINTON: They are, and we think that’s good.

'I mean, I find it very sad that when 'you have people working
-~ as hard as the people in this/'White House to create ‘change

" against great ‘odds, they wouldn’t feel strongly about that.

I would be quite worried if we- had business as usual, the way
‘'we had in the past, here where people did ‘not have strong
. feellngs ‘about .what needed to be done.”.I think it’s healthy -
if people have strohng feellngs and they argue them out '

And my husband likes that. He 1nv1tes it, because
he wants people to set forth their p01nt of view and then
strongly advocate it. And then he w1ll make the flnal o
decision. i - : - . S ’ '

- Q And is he -- are you open also to. crltlclsm of
mistakes that you make° : C :

MRS. CLINTON Absolutely I flnd 1t very
.invigorating, because people who believe ‘as strongly as the .
people who are worklng in this White House believe are '
willing to just say what they think. But then once a
‘de0151on is made--~ like the budget plan, which was very much

[
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dlscussed and debated -- it was. passed and it has. worked. A
"And I ‘think that is what people should look to. The process
"has been.a healthy prccess, but what*s,more important is the -
‘results. have werked., - R . - :

: Q Let =3 see some ., 1ssues in’ whlch you are 1nvolved
.in a polltlcal sense, for example, health care. You have a’
‘rolé, .and he has a role. Do you argue sometimes- .on these.
issues? Who wins? a ..

- MRS CLINTON Oh he -- I mean,- there 1sn’t'*~
there is no argument once he makes»a de0151on

Qv.But before’

MRS CLINTON But before,’ali.of<usAarque;, He
wants us to. I mean, ‘if -~ - S :

o Q*.But'the,twofof youé,.

MRS. CLINTON: We think so much: allke, and my. job -
-is to do what he wants done, and that is what I‘ve tried‘to
do on health care. . He knows where he wants to end up,“and he
. wants people to work out the best way -of getting there. But
he’s the one who makes. the final decisions. He'’s: ‘the one who
lobbies for the votes and eventually . persuades the people to
vote for them. ' It only matters what in the end he belleves '
should happeh, and all of us who are trylng to help him

- ’understand that ' :

Q I wonder, do you see dlfferences between women’s |

,';roles and women’s situations in Europe and the United States?

And have’ you taken an 1nterest in. it, and what are the limits
of this process of women’s eman01pat10n in the United States?

~.AD0 you actually, I mean, see women 1n combat as progress7..~

MRS. CLINTON. I don't know enough about women in’
. Europe to be able to comment, other than the very impressive
women I met in Paris-and in Rome, and the opportunlty I had
to talk with .them. I was struck by what I saw as their ,
'personal security about what they were doing and the way they’
presented themselves whlch was very 1mpre551ve to me.

I thlnk that what we want is to reach a stage where .

( women are given the same opportunltles to define thelr own
“lives and to make choices for their lives as men are. And
women‘whovchoose,to_be full-time mothers and homemakers s

Y
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should beirespected and supported. And. I think Europe does a |

" better job in supporting women who make the choloe of belng

full time mothers and homemakers than we do

R We seem to- say, that’s a very admlrable ch01ce, but

- we're not g01ng to help you with child care, we’re not going
to help you with ‘health care, we’re not goinhg to help you

with, you know, maternal and child needs, whereas many of the

'European countries actually.help women to be in the home more

" than we do. And I think that’s a very important ch01ce that
.should be supported .

If women want to be full tlme in thelr profe551ons,

‘~they shéuld ' have the same rights to progress as men do. I

believe they should be held to the same standards as men. I
do not believe they should be glven advantages or Co

\dlsadvantages But for most women in both the United States

-~

and Europe, we will play many different roles in our lives.

V,We will have families or other résponsibilities, and we Wlll(

have jobs. And that is a difficult balancing act and women.
should be supported in maklng those choices as they go :
through thelr lives. « -

P

I don’t think the needs of women are very different

in Europe or the United States, but the social and political T

structures respond dlfferently And I hope that the. ultlmate,
objectlve is for each woman to be able to make the ch01ce
that is rlght for her.,: ‘ S o

- . Q-eSo when you said ‘that you don’t want any spe01al
advantages for- women, “would that imply that you are opposed
to a politics of quotas7 Like the European parliament, for
instance, started having a certain guota set aside for female

_members of - the. parllament and some national parliaments and
isome polltlcal partles in Europe also have that.

MRS CLINTON ST don’t waht to comment about ,
European decisions. T just don’t know enough about all the °

' reasons that go: into it, but I want to get to a point where

people are judged on the basis’ of who they are and the job

- they are trying to perform, and I think we are a long way ° -

from that.. But T don’t belleve 1n quotas o S

-I do belleve 1n afflrmatlve thlnklng, and

~affirmative action.™ Lots of times women are not even given'

the chance to show what they can do: in a job. because they are

~. not glven the opportunity, and I belleve that you have to
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thlnk more afflrmatlvely about the roles that women can play
so that women have the full opportunlty to show what they can

,do and how they can: perform

: : N
Q ‘Well,; it is a predomlnantly male power structure
that ex1sts in pOllthS, in bu31ness and everywhere.

. ' MRS. CLINTON: That’s rlght and T think that is
one of the reasons ‘why men have:to be more open to~the roles

" and the choices that women make, and to be more supportlve of .

women in those dec151ons

' Q Some have already cast you ‘as the next presmdent

of the United States. What is your thlnklnq on 1t°

MRS. CLINTON’- That’s. -- that”s absurd
l,Q You never'even‘dream about that?
MRS. CLINTON: No. No. -
“Q"Niéhtmareé ' -
! | :._ MRS. CLINTON:. No. Yes, nightmares right

Q Tell us . about the appearance of the Flrst Lady
I assume when you come from Arkansas to Washlngton you have

' to be -- the appearance ‘is. very 1mportant When you were in
. Paris, for example, women there are very curlous, saying, why
did she change her hairstyle so many times? 1Is it because
- there is a hair style for forelqn policy, halrstyle ‘for

domestic policy? Is it because of your - some lnsecurlty or

. some -- your husband's adv1ce?

MRS CLINTON:' No, it is none of those thlngs.',I’

- have always changed my hairstyle, 'ever since I was a little

. girl. 1If you loock at pictures of me going back to the tlme I
-was a child, there. is no set hairstyle. And it”s because --
"I have' a’ confe551on to make -- I am terrible with hair. I

cannot figure out how- to do my halr, so I just change it all

‘,_the tlme

"Q (Inaudlble) mornlnq and you don't -

MRS CLINTON No, I just -- I don’t take 1t

,seriously - It is not anythlng that I have ever cared all -
" ‘ that much about. I thlnk if it’'s -- hair is- somethlnq that

i
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‘ you can have fun with, because lt grows back until we get ‘to

a certain age, but you know, it grows back, by and large.» So

- why not ‘do different things with it? You know you can’t -

make yourself taller, you know, you can’t change the shape of

“your face, but you can. do thlngs with your halr.5

Q About the last 18 months, was it dlfflcult for

»you to adjust to this role of First Lady, I mean, one ‘day -

meetlng the empress of Japan, the. other (1naud1ble)

4 MRS. CLINTON° No. It’s been very exc1t1ng I°
mean, I’ve had -- I’ve had a lot of interesting experiences e

- so far in gettlng to meet all the people that I‘’ve met and

doing all of the entertalnlng that we’ve done. I mean, we
had a dinner last week where I had Jack Nicholson on one s1de*~‘
and Mike Nichols (phonetic) on the  other. 'That was ° :

wonderful And so for me it’s been an- exc1t1ng opportunlty

. to do thlngs T never would have gotten to do otherwise..

~

vQ VBut,you have’ done some thlngs dlfferently°

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we’ve done a lot of things
differently. - I’ve tried .to have a-more informal 'style of.

entertaining. I’ve tried to have different people mixed with

different -- with different eXperlences. We’ve been told
that. our partles are lots of fun because people come from

idlfferent walks of- llfe, and they meet people they wouldn’t

meet otherwise. - o R

: “We’ Ve done a lot .of private entertalnlng " We've
tried to make comlng to the White House a-special but not.
intimidating event, so- that people can relax and- enjoy _
themselves .as well as feel that they re part of history. So
we’ve done a lot of things differently, and I hope we’ll - :
continue to do things, and try new things, so that we always**

" “can be grow1nq and changlnq;‘whlch I belleve is very
~1mportant.‘

Q Do you belleve gay couples should be allowed to

Jadopt (chllclren’> B f< : o .

MRS. CLINTON: - 0h,~l’m‘ﬁot Qoing.to get into that

'rlght now. I don‘t. -- I think again it depends so much on

the "individuals involved. I doh’t think you should make

- - blanket statements one way or the other on very sensitive

personal issues like that o
l
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- Q Yes, but this brlngs an ethical" questlon
~ Should the state be involved in that or not? AShould it be
',somethlng regulated by law or not° N A o

o ~ MRS CLINTON: ° Well, adoption is, and adoption
~ should be, and it should be .in the best interests of the
" child. &nd that is, in our country, a state-by- state
determination, which is what I think it should be.

' .Q . Yes, bution yo@r personal feellng'abQut‘that?f
MRSL CLINTON: It depends upon.the individdals.
Q So you are not excludlng that° ‘r , “Q o

— .+ MRS. CLINTON No, I don 't exclude . don't -
- exclude on the basis of stereotypes That -is so 1mportant to
-me. I want people to see people. in their full humanity, ‘and
I think 1t's very unfortunate that often in our world today
we want to say, well, that’s a -woman, "that means thls, you
know. That’s an Afrlcan-AmerlCan, that means that. - 'I think
we should work every day to overcome stereotypes.v
“You know, I've -- I mean, I'm a Chrlstlan, and I
belleve each individual has dignity and worth in the eyes of
God, and that each individual should be valued, and that 'all
of us should try to see each other as reSpected human beings.
-Then if someone makes a mistake, or someone doesn’t perform

' in a certain way, that person should be .treated with respect,

 put ‘as an. individual. - And that’s what I bélieve in on all of
these issUes. : ' A - ' -

. Q Butzwhat does’ hurt you the’ most when you see on -
TV Rhonda (phonetlc), a kid without health care.- What is --

' MRS. CLINTON . Children. I mean, what. I care most
about are children. That’s what I’ve worked on for more than
25. years. ' Children who do not have the love and the
‘attentlon, and the discipline that they need to be able to

~grow up to be productlve human belngs ' : .

; You can be very poor but wlth 1ove and parental
\‘guldance and support, live a very good, satisfying life. You
can be very rich and have all thé health care and the ‘

_materlal posse381ons in ‘the world, . but: be a lost _soul because
you’re not givén what is most 1mportant in life. Ana I .

’ ,belleve that chlldren need both the love and the support and'
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the dlsc1p11ne of thelr famllles and they need for .those
-families to have certain support and help from the government
SO that the families can do the best ]ob with thelr chlldren

So that -- for example, my husband is flghtlng very o

hard to get guns and assault weapons off the streets of: ‘
- America, because even the best family, taking care of their
children as carefully as they can,fcannot protect’ them from
.the senseless gun violence we have in too many of our cities.

. So 1t needs to be both the family and the government worklng"

together, to help raise a child. And that’s what I want to

: try to help do.

‘ :Q .Yes; well may I touch one -- your favorlte
subject, health care, for a moment’ ‘It seems that the

Clinton ‘administration is now backing away from the promise .

of un1versal health care, which is, for me as a German, -
something' that is almost like a natural given, because health
caré cannot be taken away ever 1n Germany I’d 'be interested
how much - . ‘ o

\e Q And 1n Italy

‘ 'Q -- and in Italy and other Scand1nav1an
countries. I’d be interested in how much you took that
European/German model, ‘and how far you are w1111ng to .
compromlse on unlversal health care. ’

MRS. CLINTON: Well we are not backlng ‘away or
comprom1s1ng from: the goal of ‘Universal health care coverage.
We have said ever since the beglnnlng, when_ the President
announced his intent to achieve health care reform, that we
knew there would be many different ways ‘of .getting there.

- And there would have to be, given: where our country starts, a -

phasing-in of a. program But the ultimate objective has to
be universal health care coverage or it. w1ll not meet the
Pre81dent’s requlrement :

Q Okay

- MRS. CLINTON' That = rlght and - that's rlght
-and we 1ooked very clcsely at 'European countries. There is

. an excellent.book that was recently published about the

" German health care system, by a correspondent with the Boston
Globe . named Knox, which we read and relied on. I had '
meetings with health OfflClalS from numbers of European

. countries, and we think’ that the European countrles that have
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universal health care coverage prove our point, that you can
provide that security to your 01tlzens and save money, Co
because you spend less money . :

"In. every country here, you know --.I know the
Itallan and the German, and the French, I don’t know so much.
.about the Polish system -- you spend’ less money than we do.
And you guarantee a ba51c level of health care coverage,
whlch we: don’t do. : : : . ‘ .

'

is not a health care reform program that would prov1de health
insurance to every Amerloan, it would not meet -- it’ would be
Vetoed7 = o o T

MRS. CLINTON: Yes.'

Q And you would walt for a dlfferent .congress to -
pass 1t7 . X

: .~ °MRS. CLINTON: .That’s what the President 'said in

.~ his speech, and that what he intends to do. He has to

" believe that the leglslatlon passed’ will guarantee universal
coverage at .some p01nt that he can trust w1ll occur ..

. Q So is that the state of mlnd of your
. admlnlstratlon, that you can w1n thlS one by endurlng the
dlfflcultles?, o

MRS CLINTON - I thlnk that the admlnlstratlon
,belleves that this is not . ‘an issue that should be
p011t1c1zed and it certalnly should not be an 1ssue that is
subject to partlsan polltlcal 1nf1ght1ng :

Q Well 1t.ls,e

MRS. CLINTON: But it is. But that it shouldnit
‘be, because it is so 1mportant to the economic and social.

security of our country, and.that all. of the other approaches .

that have been. proposed would make matters: worse, not better.
So we have yet to see a plece of legislation, that the
President thought would improve health care for Americans but

" not guarantee unlversal coverage, that he could agree with,
because we believe you have to have universal coverage to do .

'”1t right. And that’s what we’ve told the congress, over and
OVerfagain.

S,

'MORE

Q So let me try to get thlS very clear. ‘If'there'
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And that's what -- .ye'‘re g01ng to wait to see what o

they come up with'in this final stages. You know, up until
‘now every. public poll I‘ve seen of Amerlcans shows that 70~
vplus percent -- 78. percent on the last poll -~ favor ’
"universal coverage. . We believe: once- the argument starts ‘in
- the congress for'the house and the: senate on the' floor of
both houses, that public support will make the dlfference.

: Q If I may (1naud1ble) 500 days into the
Pre51dency, I wonder, have you.softened your expectatlons of
. bringing change ‘to this country,. to the soc1ety° And was

Washington too cruel for you° “ ceo

« MRS}-CLINTON: ;I-think that if you look at what the
President’s accomplished in these first''500 days -- he’s
brought so much of what he’s promised. I mean, he =-- the
budget is, youkknow ‘flnally responsible.- The deficit is:
g01ng down, 3 million new jobs, more small business starting

up. I mean, you go through the list of everythlng that has
been done and it is in line with his vision of change, -which
is to make Americans more secure and respon81ble, and o
productlve in the future.: s I C

’ Now Washlngton sometlmes is out of touch w1th what

the rest of the country wants. That has been more of a
surprise to me ‘than I thought. . And Washington is also a
- place that seems to value what you say as much as what you

do And that’s not the way my husband is. ’ :

My husband is someone who llkes to get thlngs done,
and I believe that he’ s shown how to make. ‘the system work.
"He hasn’t” had to veto any legislation. He’s been able to get
leglslatlon ‘through that nobody could get through for many
years, the Brady Bill, and the assault weapon. He was able
to take NAFTA -~ whlch would have. never passed under Bush,
...because he never would have gotten enough democrats ——vand
_ able to make that happen. So you go through the list, and-
his accompllshments,\l thlnkt are very significant for the
country : e o ‘ :

Q Why do polls not speak about those’;

y MRS CLINTON" Oh because ~-- if you look around
: the world -- look at every one of the countrles, the advanced
countries 1n Europe and Asia. People ‘in the advanced :
democracies are concerned about the future, and they’ want
many things" that are contradictory. . They want individual

'MORE -
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freedom and. 1nd1v1dual rlghts, but they want securlty and a .
'strong community. They want ‘all klnds of social programs,
but they don’t . want to pay for them. ' I mean; you know, ‘
that’s g01ng on ‘in the entire advanced developed world rlght

now.: '
L t I thlnk that from my husband’s perspectlve you just‘
“have to keep worklng and see the results, and they’re very
hard to argue with. 'So- that's - those are momentary kinds

- of ups and downs .that --

. ‘ Q So no frustratlon about how messy that process
is? A\ , :
B MRS CLINTON Oh, sure: I mean, ‘don‘t you wish it
weren’t? I meah, I wish that we could all just get these
things through. But you know" they say two things that ‘I
- often think about. -There are two things you should never -
. watch being made: sausage and. laws.

- Q Well if we have (1naud1ble) is the- Flrst Lady N
happy in the Whlte House? - o , : , y

, MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely I’'m having a wonderful’
time. I mean, who .wouldn’t? It’s a great opportunity, and
I’m proud of my husband, ‘and my daughter 1s well ad]usted
and - you know We’re lucky : . N .

Q So we thank you all for. thlS (1naud1ble)~and
\hope you have a pleasant . .and rewardlng trip to Europe '

MRS. CLINTON I'm very - w1ll you ‘be there, or
are you ‘going to be back here° S . S

- Q I w1ll be here, but ‘I think some of my
colleagues w1il (1naud1ble) .

S

R Q What are the (1naud1ble) thlngs that come to l-‘
your mind (1naud1ble) countries? I mean, Italy. What is the
‘things- that you like. most° e S :

.  MRS. CLINTON: Oh, the people, the food, the
beauty. Lo SR «

| Q And France?

MRS. CLINTON: The‘people,‘the-food,tand the

MORE, |
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beautyl I've not been there yet but the strength of the
' people, and the hlstory and the enthus1asm -about the. future,
" you know.‘ . :

Q And my friend -- my French colleague wants to
ask 1f you prefer the Itallan food or the French food.

“MRS. CLlNTON: I love them\both
Q (Inaudible) culture -- anythlnq ‘comes to m1nd°f

A PARTICIPANT. We re going to take a plcture of,
you (1naud1ble) Where is the best place to ‘do th1s°

o . Q (Inaudlble) book about you that was publlshed 1n
Germany. l hope you got ‘a copy (1naud1ble)

-

MRS CLINTON Oh thank you Well I (1naud1ble)

. Q Thls is a book (1naud1ble) called the
(1naud1ble) power ‘of women, and it deals with the Holocaust
".and (inaudible). in America, and the hlghllghtlng is on your
area. And I’d really love you to . 81gn it for me. -

_ MRS CLINTON I would love to ‘ I'd be honored to.
Well, you know my husband studied German at Georgetown, and
',my daughter has studied German.,

N

;Q _Yes. How is her German°

'MRSA CLINTON It’s. very much beglnnlng German, ‘but
: she is excited about contlnulng to. learn more. A -
. f Q Yes, maybe she can read that book and
].(1naud1ble) : , y

'Q"Is she actually comlng on the trJ.p’>

MRS CLINTON We hope so, yes Yes, yes, 'I think
she is comlng on the trip. - That's ‘the plan rlght now, unless
something were to happen. But she -- yes, she is coming on.
the trlp, and she is so excited, because she has never been

. to any of the’ countrles. And she s coming on the trip, ‘and

then I think we’re going to try to work out ‘a side trip to
‘France. She s begglng me to do that if she comes, $O --"

Q ,So from Berlln, you’ll go. to Paris?

MORE .



Q. Any spec1al program for her’pg

P

MRS. CLINTON: - No, no, she’s just g01ng to be part -
of the entourage and get to see: what -

/ 'Q  (Inaudible) like to present it to _you.

R ~ MRS. CLINTQNE;‘Thank you. Thank you very much.
‘Well, I will. 1I’1ll have to ask. my- husband and my’ daughter to
read it. - Only read me the good parts. :

' ;Q’ It came out last . year in Germany, but thls week
there w1ll be a POllSh edltlon of thls book comlng

MRS. CLINTON: Oh really? ©Oh, really? See,,look«
at all these dlfferent halr styles. ' o e

A PARTICIPANT' Shall we - we’ll take an
flnd1v1dual photograph of each you. : ; ‘

@ okay. = - -

o ”MRSL CLINTON: Oh, that is so fuhny.~ oh, where was
this? = ~ R - S

7/

Q I think that was in Boston. The: photographer,
who is a frlend of mine, Rick Friedman (phonetlc), ‘took. most
of these pictures.. I don’t know if you ve ever seen that
one.i' : :

. MRS. CLINTON"'NO; |

‘ h ‘ Q\ It’s really not -- I thlnk it was one publlshed
. in Newsweek. Most of them are in New England and he also

plcked up a few of your plctures from Wellesley.‘ :
| , MRS..CLINTON‘ I saw those “Yesﬂ Yes.
Q VYes,. here is one. |

MRé.-éLINTQN: (Inaudlble) funny

Q ékay, well, thankvyou very”mudh.again.

MRS. CLINTON@N;My pleasare.' N

(.V - .
Kk ok ok k ok



