
PHOTOCOPY 

PRESERVAnON 




.,' 
 " 

THE WHITE, HOUSE 

Office of the P~ess, Secretary 

'For Int~rfial Use Only ~uly 1,,1994 
, , ,/ , 

,ROUNDTABLE INTERVIEW ,WITH THE! FIRST LADY AND 
FOREIGN JOURNALISTS, (LA REPUBB,LIA, THE STERN, REC'ZPOSPOLLTA, 

AND PARIS, MATCH) , 
THE W~ITE HOUSE ~ 

Q ' ~o the f,irst question" obviously, is what"you 
are'looking forward to when you are going to visit these 
countries, Italy, P<;>land an<;i Germany, and what. you are 
particularly interested,in. 

MRS. CLINTON:, .. ,Well, I am looking forward to· . 
visiting 'the bouritiies., It will be my first trip to Latvia 
or to Poland. I have been to G~rmany and Italy before. But 
in' al..,1 of the, countr, I will get'to do some things' 1'm very 
interested in.. I wLp get to' meet ,some women in,some of the 
countries.· I think t,here ,will be several occasions,. as I had 

'the opportunity in Paris arid in Rome, to'do'on my previous 

trips.' ' 


! 

I will be able to 'visit a facility in Warsaw that 
, . is o'f great int'erest to me, which is a home for children who 

are not compl~tely orpha~s but have difficulty.living with 
their, own famil and so they are 'given "the opportunity to'1 

be in'~ residence during the week but they are still in .\ 
contact with their famiilies. I think that Is a very 
.important model. 

, I also will have the 'chance to see someculttiral 
and musical events. ,I will be attending kihd of mini 
60ncerts in Warsaw and in Borin, and Adravello (phonetic), 
which I am very much looking forward to. And then I will g~t· 
to see' some of the sights of·the· country which I'm very 
excited' about, the new' museum in Bonn.,' certainly, be irig in' 
B~rli~ .' ~ 

, 
. Q The museum of German history? .', 

/ 

MRS.', CLINTON: Yes, ..1 .wi'll go there. Being in ' 

Berlin will b~ a t~riilingopport~nity.· I ~ili be, along 
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with Mrs. CO'le (phonetic), going. to ,theJFK high S?chool, for a 
commencement speech to the.German and American students. In 
Italy, I will get to go -to Naples, where ,.1 have never been 
before; ,and in Warsaw, .the Warsaw Ghetto and 'some of the 
other places :in the cotin,try that are going to be of 'interest 
'to us historically,and~ulturally. . 

,So, that's a. longer, answer., But .,I'm ,very' excited. 
about my trip', when I get to see all of these things and meet 
all of ' these people. 

Q Mrs. ,Clinton, my reade:r:s just haye.to know 
'wheth~r, you have any Polish' connections, family. or any other 
aspect, because we'know th~i you had lived tn the Chicago 
suburbs, and Chicago is such ,a 'Polish city. ' 

MRS. CLINTON: I have many friends and many 
, ,colleaguei ~ho have Po!ish ancestry. I do not know of any in 

my own fp.mily background.,' I would be proud to' have some if t 
were to discover it, but I don't know of any. 

, i 

Q As a Eu~opean pr~~s,we are not mftny very 
often with you, 'andwewDuld like, to tell our American ' 
colleagues a ~ide of the Presideht, the 'President's, life in 

,the White Hous~, ,tti~t no on~knows~ ,Cah you help ug? 

MRS. 'CLINTON: :Well~I don't know that anythini is 
hot knowri th~se days in Am~rica; but certainly the ~iesident 
is someone who has such a great enthusiasm for life that -­
at home, at night, we l~sten tqmusic.' He's a great sports 
enthusiast. We have been caught up in the World, Cup fever, 

,so we are 'watching as m~ny of the games that,we can get. 

He is a great games player, so thatw~'play, a lo~ 
of card games' and board games together, and ,he also loves 
crosswOrd puzzles 'andw,ord games. ) We ,play Trivial Pursuit or 
Scrabble. 'He has a very, yoti know, family ori€mt~d kind' of " 
home-based side to him 'that actually -- since he liv~s'so 

, close to where 'he works," we get to spend more' ,time together 
than we even di? before, because it ':s so convenient. 

\ ' 

,Q How about yourself? I mean, is there a, side to 
you that doesnjt come o~erin thepres~ in what is ~ublished 
~bout yo~,' o~.is misrepresented? 

MRS. CLINTON:weI'I, ,I think that people oft~n see 
only one side" oi- only ~:me rpart of, a sid'e. I ,think ,if: you 
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put e~erything toget~e~ you would se~ any ~ne of us in th~ 
"public eye in a much broader way • But ,some people want to' 
.write about me ,only in my official Fi,rst Lady capacity, which 
I very much enjoy and 'am pleasedt;:.o do, tne dinners,' the", 
receptions, the events. ' 

, Others are more interested in ~y personal side, 
'with my husband and my daughter, and, that is the ,most 
important thing in my life. And then many people'want to 
write about my public volunteer activities'on behalf of 
Causes' and issues i'm concerned abou~with,~~alth c~re. 

. .~ 

It's:difficult, I think, for many to get all of it 
together, but it woul,d 'be: as if'you or anyone were, written 
about and they only wrote about one"' slice, of ,your. life. So 
my 'hope is that people will see me as I hope they see every 
woman, and certainly any personih publi6 lif~,as a full 
integrated pers'on, and let us have the many sides of our life 
that make "1lP the person. ' 

\ ' 

Q, ~You juggle ,all of these multiple roles at the 
,White House: the First Lady,political advisor:to your 
husband, mother. Is it very stressful? Do yo~ enjoy i,t, and 
don't you sometimes think that yori ftre paying too high a: 
price for it? ' ' 

MRS. CLINTO~: It really depends. Overall, I enjoy 
it 'very rilu6,h, an~ I feel just positively committ~d to what my 
husband is trying to do, so it'sa,g~eat joy fd~ me to be 
part of it. Some: days are har.der than other days. I mean 
that I think,is part of the life 'that you sign on for when 
you are 'in the pub~ic eyejand~I acceptthat.- But most days 
I am' very enthusi~stic' about the cha,nges my husband is 
making. I think he is qoing what the country needs to have 
done, so I feel privileged to be a part 6f that. ' 

Q But 'you are often seen, as the ~~tivator~ as ,the, 
ambition thai's dri~ing, ,and iou 'are presented that way. Is 

, that accurate?' / 

'\ MRS.:' CLINTON: People who say that don\' t know 'my 
husband. They dontt have ,any idea about my, husband,who 
comes 'across ~-' ~ecaus~ he is -~ as a genuinely nice person 
who loves people and is enthusiastic about ,life. But he is a 
motivated, very committed leader, who has, a very clear idea 

'of' what America, should be doing here'at home and in the' 

world. 
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 I think sometimes pe'ople say, well',' how 'could this 

very nice person accomplish all ,this? . And t;hey still i when' 

'they loo~ at the record ,he's ~cquired in the last year and i 
half, it's the 'most et'fective presidency, in many respects,: 

,for the last 30 years. ' In" fact, the Congressional Record" , 
said that no president h~d a better first year ~in6~ " 
President,Eisenhower was in office. 

So I thihk'people underestimate and'in'many 
,respects don"t appreciate -~ again,' going back to 'what I, said 

eai-:J.ier ,-- the: full range of my husband's attitudes and ' 
emotions, and convictions, 'which. is what I think makes him' 
such a,g'reaipresident. 

,Q' On -·a typiCal day,' what are the, best moments, of 
the Clinton fa~ily? Is it ~h~ morning, the breakfast" the 
evening?, 

MRS. CLINTON: The ~vening'. The ,evening, usually,' 
,because that's when w~'al1 gathe~ and usually have dinner 
togethe'r~ 

,r remodeled ,upstairs ,and made the kitcheri, which: 
was only a pantry/servingkitche.n,a family kitchen,so",?e' 

, sit 'aro~nd our table l~ke any family~ and w~ have dinner 
.together, and we, talk about what happened du.ring th~ day.'}' 
,And then during the, school year my daughter does her ' 
homework, a'nd maybe' one of 'us helps, although it's becoming 
increasingly ,difficult, because, her, work is sdfuuchharde~. 
But we try to,help her~ , And' then usually when she finishes, 
we have',some time together where, we'll play cards or w~tch 

'television, catchup on the day, talk about our families. 

Q Is there a 'time that you forget,abou~ ~oii~i~s, 
that you can cook, read, go shopping? Is that possible?, 

MRS. CLINTON: Well" it's possibl~fo~ me, :to some 
extent'. : We go to camp'David more often, now, because we are 

, totally away there. And ,we spend,time toge'ther, just 'walki~g 
around, riding our bikes, swimming in the pool, just ' 
generally being together. ' 

, ' 

I have the chance,: unlike my husband; 'to -- I take, 
my bike out, and I go riding in various trails in Washington, 
and nobody knows. I go 'for long walks., I go to sto~es and 

'oftentimes am not' recognized right away becaus,~ people are s,o 
surprised to see me. I ,go places with my daughter. I went 
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tp tea just' the oth'er day. My, daughter and, I, and her' 
,friend, and .her fr iend 's 'm.other ,went .over t.o the, Hay Adams, 
and we had tea together, and n.ob.ody knew, and n.ob.ody,b.othered 
us" S.o I get t.o d.o ,that.' 

Q So y.ou live b~hind bars, but y.ou
', 

MRS. CLINTON: Not'- ..... n.o. But 'my' husband has a 

, much,m.ore difficul~ time getting away . 


Q It has been said ,that y.ou d.on'tlike c.o.oking a' 
lot"except f6r maybe c.o.okies. 

MRS,. CLINTON:' Well, actually, I did c.o.ok a'l.ot. 

QHere,in the White~H.o~se? 

MRS.. CLINTON: No, ,n.ot in the Whit,e ,House. I've 
c.o.oked a few things in the White H.ouse'. Y.ou kn.ow, the first 
,~ime I r~alizedh.ow difficult 'that was g.oing t6bewas wh~n " 
my daughter' was n.ot feeling well, and Iwante,d ,t.omake her 
what I always w.ouldmake her bef.ore,which is, y.oukn.ow, s.ome 
applesauce, verys.oft'applesauce,' arid: s.ome scrambled eggs, 
and, ,y.ou kn.ow, some dry t.oast -:... just f.o:r hert.o feel, better. 

5.0 I ~~nt int.o ~he littlekitch~n, up there and I 
started to' scramble th'e eggs. And all .of 'a sudden ,the, 
kitchen was £illed with' pe.ople'wh.o said, oh,n.o, we'll d.o it 
'f.or y.ou., ,And i ~aid, n.o, n.o, I will d.o it. 'I haven't had 
to.o many b"c,casi.ons.· But we've mad'e c.o.okies" we,' ve d.one -~ I 
d.o some, you kn.ow, quick eggs; s.ome, y.ou kn.ow, .other kinds of 

,simple meals,s.ometimes .on the w.eekend, but n.ot very .often at 
, all, any~.ore. . , 

Q N.ow this.one and a half years in the WhiteH.ouse 
.occasi.onallY have 'be,en, very t.ough, b.oth.ott y.our husband and 
.on y.ou. ,Y.ou,have been under-~ at leasttemp.orarily -- under 
c.onstant barrage .of c~iticism fr.om n.ot .only the republican 
party but als.o pe.ople l'ikeRush Limbaugh (ph.onetic).' ;Y.ou~ ,
have -p , , ' 

MRS~ CLINTON: That is the'reptiblican part~. 

, Q Y.ou have -- well, y.ou have t.o'{acie very: , 

expensive ·.lawsuits. H.ow d.oes that --' what kind .of imp'act 

d.oesthat have .on y.our familyiife, .on y.our married life? 
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. MRS. CLINTON:' Those have very IittTe impact'~ I 
mean, 'what happened to us in the last.y~ai and a half that 
had impact was my fathe'r dying and my mother~in-law dying, ' 
and our fr~endVirice Foster (phonetic) dying. Those wer~,_ 
you know, real tr~gic, losses~ not so much with fuy father,. 
bepausehe was so' much older ~btitstill it - w,as a' great amount 
of personal grief ass06i~ted ~i~h all 6f.th~se. 

I ' 
These other attacks, and these charges, are 

politicallY. ~otivated. That is obvious, and we take them for 
what they.are: a desperate attempt 'by people,who carmot 
argue' with my husband on the issues, to try to destro~him 
personally, . 

As ~ friend of mine said, it's oddly flattering to 
be so threatening to:the forces of the right in thig counti~, 

. who do not agree with us that people should have hea1lth care, 
" ;that people should have jobs, that people should be given 

mor~ opportunities,' So from oui ~erspective, that is part of 
the political battle. we are V{aging, ' , 

. , . 

Q So 'do you.argue'a. lot-with'your husband? I 
mean, we'v$ read recently .that sometimes discussions in the 
White House are very hot tempered" 

MRS. CLINTON: .They!are, and, we'~hink that's good. 
I mean, I tind it ~er~ sad'that when"~ou have people wo~king 

, as hard as the people in this' 'White ,House to, create change 
. against great odds, they 'wouldn't feel, strongly about that,' 

I would.be quite wb~ried if we· h~d bu~ine~sas usual, the way 
we had in the past, here, where people did'not have stron~ 
'feelings 'about .what needed to. be done. -. I think it·,s healthy' 
if people have. strohg fe~lings and-they. argue them but. . 

And my husband likes that.. He invites it( because 
he wants people t.o set_ f6~ththeir point of view and then 
strongly advocate it. And then he will ril,ake the final 

\. .decision·, 

Q And is he -~ a~e ~oU open also to criticism of 
mi'stakes that you make?'­

MRS. CLINTON: . Absolutely', . I find it very 
. invigorating, because peop,le who believe -as strongly as the 
people who are wOJ;"king in this White House believ~ are' 
willing to just say what they think, But then ~nce a 

. decision is made --:- like the budget plan,which was very much 
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discussed and debated -:--' it was, passed, and it has,' ,worked. 
'And I 'think that 'is what people should look to . ~he process 
'has been ,a healthy process, 'b,ut 'what' more import~nt is the' 
'results have worked. , 

Q Let's, see some"issues in which you are 'involved 
,,in a political sense, for~xample, health car'e. You have a' 
'role, and he has a role. Do you argue sometimes ,on these 
issues? Who wins? 

MRS. ' CLINTON: Oh, he -- I mean I' there isn 't,,_­
there is no argument once he makes' a decision. 

Q ,But before? 

MRS'. CLINTON: But before, all, of' us argue., He 
wants ,us to. I mean, ·if 

Q But fhe two df yo~? . 
, ' 

MRS. CLINTON: We ,think so much' alike, and my. job' 
,is to do what he wants done, and that' is what I've tried'to' 
do on'health care. He knows where he' wants to e~d up,~and he 
wants, people ,to Work out the best way of getting there. But, 

'he's the one who makes the,finaldecisions. ,He/s,th~onewho 
lobb,ies for thev'otes and eventually per,suades th~ people to,e Vote for them. It dnly matters what in 'the'end h~ beli~ve~ 
should,happeh, and all of us who are trying to hel~ him' 
understandthat~ ',' 

Q I 'wond'er, do yOu see' differences' between women's: 
, ,I - roles and women's situations in Europe 'and the united Sta"tes? 

And haveyo'u take,n an int!=rest in, it, and what are the ' limits 
of thispr06ess of ~omeri's emancipation i~ 'the united States? 

, Do you actually,_ I mean, see women in combat as progress? 

MRS. CLINTON: ',I don 1 t, kndw enough about women in' 
Europe to be able to comment ,otherthan the' very, 1mpress i ve 
~omen I met in Paris-and in Rome, and the 6ppor~tinitYI had, 
to talk with them. I was struck by what I SaW as their 
personal security about what they -were doing and the way they' 
presented the~selVes, which was v~ry impressive to~e. 

Ithin~ ~ha~ what we want is to r~ach a stage wher~ 
women are given the s~~e opportunities to define their'6wn ' 
lives and to 'make choiCes foi· their lives as men are. And 
women who choose ,to ',be full-time mothers and homemakers 
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should ,be respected' and supported. And, 1t:.hink, Europe doe's a 
better job in supporting women who'make the choice of being 
full-t;:.ime mothers and homema~_~rs than' we do. ' , 

, We seem t~say, t:.~a~l~a very admirable choice, but 
we're not:. going to help you with, child care ; we" re .. not. going 
to help you with ,health care, we're not going to help you 
~ith, you know,: maternal and child needs, whereas many of ,the 
European countries actually, h~lp women ,to,"be in the home more 
than we do. ,And I' think that's a very ,important choice that" _ 
,should be,supported. 

; If women~ant to be full time in their professions, 
they ih6uld~have~he ~~merights to'~rogress as men do. ,I 
believe t~ey should be held to the 'same standards as men; I 
do not believe they, should be given advantages or , ' , 
disadvantages. But for 'most women in both the united states 

, and 'Europe, we will play ~any different"roles in'ou'r llves. 
~e ~ill have fa~llies or other r~sponsibilities, and we will. 
have jobs. And that is a difficult, balancing act and women· 
should be supporte.d 'in making those choices as they go 
through their,lives. 

I don't think the needs of' wofuen are very different 
in Europe or the united states, but the social and poli,tical ' 
structures respond d{ff~rently., ~nd I hope that the ultimate, 
objective is ~Qr' each woman t;o 'be, able to make the choice " 
th,at is right for her. , ' 

QI So. When' you said that you don '-t, want any special 
<;ldvantages for' women, would thq,t imply that. you are opposed 
to i politics of quotas? Like the European parliament, for 
instance,start~d having a certain quota set as~de for female 
members of the, parliament, and some national parliaments and 

-some politiqal partie~ iriEurope ~ls6 h~ve tha~. ' ' 

MRS. CL'1NTON:'" i don' t want, to comment about 
European depisions~1 just don't kno~ enough about all the 

, , "reasons that go into 'it, but I wqnt to get to a point where 
people:are jMdged on the basis" of who they are and 'the job 
they are trying to perfbr~, and'1 think we are ,a long way 
from that., ,But'r don't believe in quotas. 

, ' , 

.1 do believe in,affirmative thinking, and 
affirmative aq.tion."· 'Lot~ of times women are' not !pven given' 

\ the chance to spow what they can do:, in a job, because tlley are 
not given the opportunity, and ,I 'believe that you have to 

,e 
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think more ~ffirmati~ely about therol~s ,that women carl play., 
so that women have. the full opp'ortunity to 'show what they .can 
.do and how they can' per,form.,' " , 

Q 'Well, 'it isa predominantly male power structure 
that exists in politics, in business and ,everywhere. 

" MRS. CLINTON:' That's right, and I think tha't is 
one of the reasons:why men have., to, be mo're open to··,the roles 
and the choices that women make; and' ,to be more supportive of , 
women in thosed~cisions~ 

Q Some have alreaay cast ydu'as th~ next pr~~ident 
of the ~nited States. What, is y6ur thiriking on it? 

MRS. CLINTON: That's -- that"s absurd. 

:Q You never even dream about that? 

MRS. CLINTON: No. No. 

,Q' Nightmare? 


) 

MRS. CLINTON:, No. Yes,' nightmares, right. 

Q Tell Us about the c;;,ppearance of .the First Lady . 
t assume w~en you come 'from Arkansas to washington you have 

,to be ~-'the app~ar~nc~is~ery important~' ~hen you ~ere in 
Paris, 'fo'r example, women there are very curious, saying, why 
did'she change her hairstyle sO,many times? Isft because 
there is a hair style for foreign .policY, hairstyle for 
domestic policy? Is it because of your -7' some insecurity or 
some 'your husband,' s advice,? I.' 

MRS. CLINTON: No, it' is none of those things.' , I 

,have always changed my hairstyle, :ever~;ince' I was a little 

girl. If you look at pictures' of me going back ,to the time I 


, was a child, th~re,' is no set hairsty,le. Andit/s . because, -.:. 

. I have a' confe~sion to 'make I am terrible'with hair. 'I 
c~nnot figure out how· to ,do my hair, so' I just change it all 
the time. " 

Q (Inaudible) morning·and you don't' - ­

MES. CLINTON:, ' No,.. I just ..:.- I don't 'take :L,t . 
,s~riousiy. It i~ ~ot anything that I ha~e ever cared all 

';that much, about. I think if it's hair i~someth~ng th~t 
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you can have fun with, because it grows back 'until we get to. 
a certain age', but you know , it 'grows bac~, by and large:· So. 
why notd6 different'things with it? You know, y~u can't 
make yourself taller, you know, you can't chang~ the shape of 
your face, but ypu can. do thinijs with'y~ur haii.: 

Q About the 'last 18 months, was it difficult for 
you to adjust to this role of ~irst Lady; I mean~oneday I 

meeting th~ empress of Japan, the other (inaudible)?
{ '\ . . f 

MRS. CLINTON: ,No. Ii's been very exciting. I' 
mean, I've had '-- I've had a lot of interesting experiences 
so far in .getting to meet all the people that Iiye met and 
doing all of the entertaining that we've done. I mean, we 
had a dinner, last week where I had Jack Nicholson on one side~: 
and Mike, Nichols (phonetic) on the' other. 'That was 
wonderful. And so ·for me it's been an·exciting opportunity 
to do things In~ver would have gotten to.do otherwise~ .. 

Q But-~ou have done some things differentl~~ 
i. 

MRS~ 'CLINTON:' Well, we've done a ,lot of things 
differently. ,I 'vetried ..to have a ·more informal' style of 

,entertaining. l've tried to have different people mixed with 
different -- ~ith different experiences. We've been told 
that. our parties are lots of fun b$cause peo~le come from 

,~ different walks of' life, and they meet, people they wouldn't 
meet otherwise . . . '1 ' 

o • 

'We've don~·a lot .of private entertainin~. We've' 
tried to make coming to the White House a'special, but not 
intimidating event,so.that people'can relax and'enjoy 
themselves,·as well ,~s· feel that they're part' oJ history. So 
we've done a lOt of th~ngs differently "and' I hope we'll 
continue 'to do things, and try new things,' so that we always' 

. can be grOwing.' arid changing,' which I believe is' very 
, important. , ' ' \ 

,'I, 

.' Q Do you' believe gay couples should be allowed to 
,adopt children?.' 

. MRS .. ' CLINTON: Oh, II m riot going ·to get into that 
right. now. I don't-:-- I think again it depends so'mpch on, 
the 'individuals involved. I don't think you should make ' 

,blanket statemen,ts one way or the other on very sensitive' 
personal. issUes -like that. 
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Q Y~s, but this bririgs an ethicalquestidn. 
S~ould the.state,b~ involved in that or not? Should it be 
,something regulated-bylaw or not? 

M~S~ CLINTON:' Well, 
'\' 

adoption is, and' adopti9n 
should be, and it should, be in the best interests of th~ 
chl:ld,. And that ,is; . in our country, a state-by-state 
determination, which is what I think it should be .. 

. ,~ .... ..' . 
Q y~~, but on yo~r perspnal feeling about that? . 

MRS. CLINTON: It depends upon the individuals. 

Q So you are not excluding that? 

MRS. CLINTON: 'No, I 'donit exclude -..:. I don~t 
exblude on th~ basii of stereotype~. That is so important to 

,me. I want people to see people, in tl1"eir full humanity, 'and 
I think it's very. Unfortunate that often in our' wor'ld ~oday 
we want to SCl-Y/ well, that/s a woman/ 'that means 'this l you' 
know. That's an. African-American/that means that. ,'1 think 
we should work every day to overcome stereotypes. 

You know, I've I mean, I'm a th~istian, and I 
beli!9ve e~ch individual has dighityand worth in the eyes of 
God, and ,that each indiv~dual should be valued, ~nd that'all 
of us should try. to see eac~ other a~ respected ~umCl-n beings~ 

·Then if so~eone makes a mistake, or someone doesn't perform 
'in a~ certain way, that person shou;Ld be .treated 'with respect" 
but p,n, individual. And that's what' I' believe in on all of 
these issues. 

Q But ,what 
" 

does hurt you the most when you see on 
TV Rhorida (phonetic), 'a kid ~itho~t health care.- What is 

. MRS. CLINTON :, Chiid~en. I mean,' what I care most 
about.·a~echildren. That's what I've worked'on for more than 
25,years. Child~en who do'hot have .thelove ~nd the 

. attention, a~d the di~cipline t~at they'need to be able to 
grow up ,to be productive human beings~. 

, , You can be very p~6r, but with love' a,rid parental 
guidance and support, live a·very good,' satisfyIng life. You 
can be very rich and ha~e,all the health,care and ,the 

; , mate~ial poss~ssiori~ in ~he world, but be a .lost/soul because 
you're not given~hatis most important in life. And I 
believe that children need"both the love an~ the support, and 

JI10RE, ' 
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the discipline of their families, and the'y nE\ed for. those 
families to have certain support' anc], help from the government 
so' that' the famili~s cando t~e best job with their children. 

So that -- for example, my husband is fighting very 
hard·to get guns and assault weapons off the streets of: ' 
America, ,because even the best family, taking care of their 
children as carefully as they pan,. cannot pro.tect them from 

,the sensele~s gun violence we"havein,'too many6~ our cities. 
So {t,need~ to be both the 'family'and.the government~ workirig' 
together, to tielprais~ a phild. And that's what I want to 
~ry to ,help do. . 

Q Yes, well, may I touch 6ne -- ~our favorite 

subject, health care, f.or a moment? It seems that the 


,Clinton 'administration is ,riow b~ckirigaw~y from the promise 
6f univer~ai health care, which is" for~e as a,German~ 
something,' that is almost Iike, a' natural given, because health 
care cannot be t'aken away ever in Germany. I' dbe interested 
how much 

Q And in Italy_ 

Q and in Italy and other Scandinavian 

countries. I'd be inte~ested in how much you took th~t 


E~ropean/Germanmodel,and,how far you are ~illing to, 

compromi~e on universal ~ealth c~re_ 


. . 

. MRS. CLINTON: Well, we are' not backing 'away or 
compromising from:thegoal oftfniversal health care coverage. 
We' have said eversinc,e the beginning, when the President 
announced his intent to achieve health care: reform, that we 
knew there wo~ld be many differ~nt ways' of ,getting~here.' 
And'there would have to be,givenwhere our country ~tarts, a 
phasing~in bf ap~ogra~. But the ultimate objecitivehas to 
be universal health ~are coverage qr it,~ill not meet the' 

;President/s requirement. 

;' Q Okay. 
.J 

MRS. CLINTON: That's right,and' ~- that's right, 
,and we looked very closely at 'European c6untries~ Th~re is 
qn excellent,'book that was recently published about, the 

'German health care system, bya correspondent with,the Boston 
Globe!ri~med Knox, which we re~d and relied on. I, had 
meeti~gs with health officials from numbers of Europ~an 

,countries, and' we think'that the European countries ~hat have 

I',MORE , 
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univer~ai health care coverage prove our poiri~, that you can 
provide that security ~o your citizens ana save money, 
because you ,spend less money. : 

'In,every country here,' you know --I know the 
Italian and the German" and the- French, I don't know so much, 

,about the'Polish system_ -- you spend 'less ,money than we do. 
And,You guarantee a basic l~vel of health c~re cov~iage, 
which we don't do. 

Q ,So let me try to, get tl;1is very clear. If there 
is not ~ health care refor~ program that would provide health 
tnsurance to every American~ it would not meet -- it'would be 
vetoed?, 

MRS. CLINTON': ,Yes.' 

~ Arid ybuwouid ~ait for a different~congress to. 
pass it? 

' 

~MRS. CLINTON: .Thatl,s what 'the President "said in 

his speech, and that what he intends to do. He has to 

believe th~t the legislation passed'will ~uarantee univer~al 

cOverage at ,s6me poi~t that he can trust will, obcrir~ 


I 

Q So:ls tti~t the state Of mind of your 

administration, that you can win this one by enduring the 

difficulties? 


MRS. CLINTON: I think'that the administration 

believes,that this 'is' no'tan issue that should be 

politicized,' and. it- certainly should nOt be an ,issue that is 

subject ~o parti,san political infighting. 


Q Well,. ',it, is. 
I 

MRS. CLINTON: But it is. But that it shouldn~t 
be, because it is so important to' the economic and social: 
security ot our couhtrY,and,that all oi the, other ~pp~oaches 
that have been proposed would make 'matterswor'se, not: ,better. 
So we have yet to see apiece of legislatfon, that the 
~resident thoughi would improve he~lth care for Americans' but 
not guarantee universal coverage, that he, could ,agree .w,ith, 
because we believe you have t6 have universal coverage to do 
~it right. And that's what we'~e told the cqngress, over and 
over again. 

MORE 
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And that's,!Vhatwe"re going to wait to see what 
they come up with' in this ffnal stages.~ You know, up. until 
,now every public poll I've seen of Americahs shows that,' 70­

, plus percent -- 78, percent on the last, poll-:- favor 
'unive~sal coverage~ We b~lieve'onc~,the argument, starts in 

thE! congress for the house and the senate, on the' floor of 
both houses, that public support will make the dlffe~ence. . . , , . , ~ , . 

, 'Q If I may' (inaudible) 500 days' into the, " 
Pr~sid~ncy, I wonder, have you,softened your e~pectation~6f 
bringing change to this country"to the society?, And was 
washin~ton tod cruel for you?­
,. . , .' 

MRS. CLINTON: "I think that if you'look at what, the 
President's accomplished in thesef it"st:' '500 days -- he's 
brought so mu<;:h of what he's promised. I mean, he -'- the 
budget ~s, .you knowr finall~ respdnsible.~ The deficit is; , 
going down, 3 million new jobs, more small business starting 
up.' I mean, you 'go through the' lis.tof everythin'g that has 
been done and it is,in line with his vision of ,change, which 
is to make Americans'more secure and responsible, and 
productive in the future. 

, Now Washington so~etimes is oqt o~ touch with~hat 
the rest of the country wants~ That' has been more of a 
surprise tome than I thought. ' And' Washington is also a 
place t~at seems to value what ,you say as much as'whatyou 
do. And that's hot the 'way my 'husband is. ' 

My husba~d is someone wh6' likes'to get things done, 
and I ,believe that he's. shown how to make the system ~orR. 
He hasn't" had to veto ,any legislatipn. He's been ,able to get 
legislation through that riobodY c6uld g~t through for many 
years~ th.BradyBill~ and the assault weapdn. He ~as abl~ 
to take,NAFTA -- whid~ would have hever passed under Bush, 
because he never would have gotten'enough democrats --and 
able to make that happen. So you go through,the list, and 
his acc/omplishments, ,I, think, are very signi'ficant for ,the 
country.' ' 

Q ,Why do polls not speak 'about ,those? 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh,: because -- if you look around 
the world'-- look at everyone of the count~ies, the advanced 
countr in Europe and Asia. peopleintq.eadvanced, ' 
democracies are concerned about the future, and the'y'want 
many th~n~siha~ are contradictory. ,They want individual, 
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freedom arid, individual rights, but they want sec:ur,ity and a 
strong community. They want 'all kinds'of social programs, 
but they don't.want 'to pay for them.. I mean~ you know, 
that~s going on in the, entire advanced,' developed world right 
now.: 

. I ,think that from'my husband's perspective you just 
:' 	have to keep working and see the results, and they're very . 
hard to argue with. 'So that's --.those .are momentary kinds 
of ups and' downs. that -- . 

Q So no frustration about/'how mes~ythat process 

is? \ 


MRS.' CLINTON: Oh, sure,,;· I mean, don't you wish it 
weren't? ,i ~eari, I wish that we could alL jtist ~et th~se 
things through. But you kn6wthey say two things that I 
often, think about. 'There are two things y'ou should never 
watch being made:· . sausage and, laws. '. 

Q Well, if we have (inaudible) is the-First Lady 

happy in the White H6~se? 


MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely. I'm having a wonderful' 
time. I mean, who .wouldn't? It's a grea't opportunity, and 
I~m proud of'm~ husband,. and ~y daughter is well adjusted" 
and ~- you know. We're lucky~ " . 

~ s6 we than~you'allfor.this (inaudibl~) and, 
'h~pe you have a pleas~ht,and rewarding trip to Eurobe. 

MRS. CLINTON: I'm very -- wil.t yoube,there, or 

are you 'going ,to· be bq.ck here? 


iQ I. will be here, but I thlnk some .of my 

colleagues<wi~l{inaudible) . 


Q What are the '(inaudible) things .that qome to 
yo~r mind (inaudible) count'ries? I mean, I t_a ly . What is the 
'thi~gsthat ~ou like most? 

·MRS.C~INTON: Oh, the people,' the food" the 
. 	 /beauty. 

Q And France? 

MRS. CLINTON: The people, the food, and the 
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 beauty'. I I venet been there yet, l;mt the, strength ef the'" 

,peeple, and the histery and the enthusiasm abeut the. future, 


yeu know. 

'Q And ,my friend my French celleague'wants to' 

a,sk if yeu prefertl:le Italian feed' or the Frenchf0ed ~ " 


; MRS. CLINTON: r' leve them' both. 

Q (Inaudible) culture -- anythingcemes t6mincl? 

A PAR~ICI~ANT:' ~e'r~ gein~ to' take ~ picture Qf, 

yeu(inaudible). Where is the best place to' 'de thisl 


Q (Imimdible) beok' abeut' yeu that was puhlisl1ed in 
Germany. I hepe yeu ,get a c~py (inaUdibl~). 

MRS. CLINTON: 'Oh, thank yeu~ Well, I (inaudible). 

,Q This is ,a beek' (,inaud,ible) cal,led the 
(inaudible) power'ef wemen, and it deals with the Helecaust 

:and (inaudible), in America, and th~ ,highlighting 'is en yeur 
area. And I"d 'really love you to' "sign it, fer me. 

,MRS., CLINTON: I 'weuld leve te.,' I I d be henered, to'. 
,Well, 'yeu, knew, my husband studied German'at Geergetewn;, and, 
my daughter has studied German. ' 

Q Yes~ Hew is her German? 

'MRS. CLINTON: 'It's, very much beginning German, but 
she is excited abe~t'c6ntinuing te-learn,m6re., " " 

I Q Yes, maybe she can read that beek and 
,(inaudible) • ' 

/ 

Q Is she actuallyceming en the trip? 
I \ 

MRS .. , CLINTON: .we hepe so., yes. Yes, yes, 'I think 
she is cemingen the trip: That's the plan rightn6w, unless 
semething were to' happen. But she-- yes, she is ceming O.n 
the trip, and she is so. excited, because she has never been 
to' ~riyef the·ceuntrie~. And she'~ ceming Qn the trip, and 
tberi I think ~e're'geing to' ,t~y to" we~k euta side, trip to' 
'Fra'nce. She's begging mete de that if she cernes, so. --' 

Q \Se fre~ Berlin, yeu'll go. to' Paris? 
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kRS. CLINTO~: ' No, no, she's just going to be ~art 
bf the entourage and, get to see-what -- ­

Q (Inaudiblej like tb prese~t it to you. 

MRS. CLINTON: -,Thank you." ThanJe you very' much. 
-Well, ,I ~ill. I'll hriv~ to ask. my husband and ~~daughter to 
read it. Only read me'thegood parts. 

"'Q It' ,came o~t last year in Germa'ny, but'this week 
there will be a Polish edition of this book coming ~ 

MRS. ,CLINTON:,Oh, really?, Oh, really?" Sl?e,. look 
at all these ,different hair. styles. 

A ~AR~ICIPA~T~ Shall,wewe'll take an 
individual photograph of each you. 

Q Okay.,.. , 
'\ , 

MRS. CLINTON:, bh., that is ,so funny.· Oh, where was 
this? 

• Q , I think that was in Boston. The ,photographer, 
who is a friend of mine, Rick Frie~man (phonetic)."took, ,most 
of these picture's.. I don't'kn.ow·if you've ever seen that 
one •. 

"MRS. CLI~TON: No~ 

! Q It's really, not , I. think it, w~s one published, 
in ,Newsweek. Most of them are in New England, and he alsb 
picked up a few of your pictures from Wellesley " 

MRS. CLrNTON~ I sawtho~e~ Yes. Yes; 

Q ~e~, ,here is ohe. 


MRS.· CLINTON: (Inaudible) funny. 


Q O~ay, well, thank you veryJmuchagain., 


MRS. CLINTON.: My pleasure. 
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