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e R o B mlght first start by asklng you, you have
‘spoken a lot  about ‘the ‘need for a publlc outpourlng of - S
_,support for health ‘care reform in this country, yet today,‘m‘
“much of the: crowd was here ‘to protest what has been . proposed
by the Cllnton Admlnlstratlon.‘ ‘Does that. dlscourage you at .
gall in your efforts° . And what do you take from that when you
;see that klnd of protest’> -
: ] "'MRS. CLINTON. Oh I don't really pay much .
attentlon ‘to. it- because 1t's a well'. organlzed,,vocal mlnorlty
‘.’that ‘has - 1ts Own polltmcal OF" flnan01a1 reasons: for belng )
;'agalnst health care reform.‘ They don’t: speak for the 70 to
.80 percent of Amerlcans who want universal coverage, '
iguaranteed prlvate 1nsurance, ‘and- want it pald for with

- femployers ‘and. employees sharlng the ‘cost. .. We: know’ that that

is what the vast- majorlty of*Amerlcans want and- that 1s what
we: belleve health care. reform should dellver “t;;\
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."talk w1th\you today, a-'lot of viewers called wanting. me to'.‘
"ask’'you a questlon. And it’s really a very: 51mp1e questlon,.
but may . requlre ‘a more complex answer._ and that is, - ~.,f“

_Qba81cally, how much -inactual dollars, Wlll your health

. have. seen, happen in places like. Hawall,_where everyone is

.fprogram cost every Amerlcan,’end exactly what serv1ces w111

’“;be 1ncluded in that7 ‘5 VL o ,wﬁ , S

L S MRS CLINTON Well that is what is. belng flnally
W orked out.in the. Congress. In our’ orlglnal proposal very.

- few Amerlcans ‘who have 1nsurance ‘would -have ~seen- their costs ;

go o up; 1nstead “the costs would have' gone down, just as" we’ ’

,1nsured . And that is still what is’ llkely to. happen if we’

’:flget guaranteed 1nsurance, so everybody pays thelr falr share;

' ~t
. .

f@, The reason costs go up and down 1s because you
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Q When I told people that I had the opportunlty to e,h'
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cannot control them unless everybody is in. the system. Right.
now, if you are insured, you are paying for people who are .
freeloading off the system. - Because the very .poor get ..
insured through the government, so they get their way paid.
The ‘very rich can pay. But the. people who are not able to
afford insurance or feel ‘they don’t need to have it, if they
get s1ck they go to the same hospitals we do;’ they get taken
care of; and there. is no such thing as free medical care.

The cost is sh1fted onto those of us who are 1nsured

‘If everybody is paylng the1r fa1r share, thoSe of
us who have’ been paylng w1ll actually see reductlon in our
costs

Q. And I thlnk people are'—- they are looklng for
_specifics. They are looklng to. flnd out how ‘much, how many
dollars?. : . - : S :

MRS. CLINTON Well _the problem is, it depends
upon your insurance, pollcy See, one of the . real
difficulties we have is there:are too. many different kinds of
insurance policies in Amerlca, so it is very dlfflcult to
compare one to. the other.. - : :

-Once we get a standard benefits package, then
individuals will be able to decide how much it should cost
them. Let me give you an example.: - I think. ‘every American
should have the same guaranteed health insurance that members
of Congress and other federal employees do. .The top-end plan.
under the federal government plan that members of Congress
get to subscribe to cost members of Congress a little over
$100 a month. And then the. government mnamely, through an
employer requlrement kicks in another $300 plus a month. 'So
it is slightly over-$400 a: month - And that covers néarly ‘
anything you could 1mag1ne ‘ : o

: I think most Amerlcans and certalnly, most people‘

A watchlng us. tonight. would think " 1t would be a pretty good

deal if they could have full coverage with very reasonable

. copays and deductibles if they only had to pay out of their
paycheck arlittle over $100 a month, llke members of Congress

‘ So our, point is, members of Congress have

f guaranteed health care coverage; paid for with the employer
and the employee maklng a contribution. It cannot be taken
away, so long as they are there. - And they have vast choice.
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That'’s What'we Want fof every American.

, Q Are yOu ccnfldent that what is being negotiated
~.in Ccngress right now will meet your and the President’s goal
of universal coverage for everycne’

_ MRS. CLINTON: Well, we are confident that that is
the goal, and that if it doesn’t, then we will not have
health care reform. Because if we-do not reach guaranteed
health insurance, then we will end up doing something that
could hurt middle—class,-insured Americans.

‘ There are a lot of folks flcatlng around ideas
about, oh, all we need to do is a little insurance reform,
and let’s just do that and call it victory and go home. The
problem is that states which have tried just that have raised
costs on. insured people. And when that happens, businesses
and individuals drop coverage, which means you have more
uninsured people, which means yéu have more people getting
care that then has to be: pald for by the rest of us. And you
have a vicious spiral.

So anythlng that calls 1tself reform just because
it does that is not real- reform. But if the Congress .comes.
up with a plan that guarantees insurance and has a way of
paying for it fairly, then the President will sign it,
because it will save Americans money. :

Q 1In talking about what Ccngress is dcing ncw,'
Congressman McDermott, WhO was out there. with you today, said

yesterday -- and I’ll quote him: "People are beating up on
this thing as the ’‘Clinton Plan, the Clinton Plan, the
Clinton Plan. Last night, the Clinton Plan was put to rest.

There is no Clinton Plan. We are now working, and we are
going to make people look at what’s happening from Congress."

MRS. CLINTON: That is what should happen. That is
what we have been waiting to happen. When the.President
introduced his proposal, he said he had no bottom line other
"than guaranteed health insurance, and that if scmebody had a
better idea, he wanted to hear it. 1It’s the Congress’
obligation tO do what it is now doing, and Congressman
McDermott is absolutely right. ' » :

They had to go through a process. They had to
decide what kinds of systems would best work, how people
could explain them to constituencies, and we’re coming out
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with some %ery good, pbsitive ideas. And some of the changes
that have been made in the President’s original approach were
good changes; we approved of ‘the changes.

So what we want are, flnally, is to have a bill in
the House and a bill in the Senate that everybody can look at

“and answer the guestions that your viewers are asking: "What

will it do to me?" And once we do that, I think people w1ll
be very reassured.  They will realized they are not losing

. anything, but'they are gaining the chance to make sure they

never lose thelr 1nsurance, and they get it at a cheaper
price. . : ‘

Q Mrs. Clinton, next week, when Congress starts
doing hearings into the whole Whitewater situation, are you

. concerned at all that the country will be distracted by that

and that attention may be turned away from health care

MRS. CLINTON: No, I think they will be bored to
death. And I think that will be good. Because it’s a non-
issue and a non-event. : " :

And what is really important is whether or not we
keep worklng on what real people care about when they get up

.every morning: ‘Are we going to pass the Crime Bill? Can we

put more police on the streets and get the'weapons out of
violent criminals’ hands? And are we going to have health
care and Welfare reform? 'That is what people talk to me
about, and that is what we are working on.

Q  Great.
MRS. CLINTON: Thank you
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