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War I.

-may prov1de support,

te. 1tb and, of course, this w1ll be
Amerlcan Herltage Maga21ne.,, ‘

. R And 1n talklng w1th the edltors there and thlnklng about thls
.drticle, . we- wanted to. sort . of look at the'- ‘larger- forces of hlstory that

'.nmay have’ ‘influenced: both of you, that-may nourish both of, you now, that

and’ that in some ‘sense prov1de also ‘a ‘sense”of”

- comfort and a sense of .direction that you. have in seeing that other’

- Presidents and ‘First Ladles have gone through dlfflcult¥t1mes, ‘that .

‘‘there -have, been other moments in hlstory when .presidents - have wanted to.

1n1t1ate great 1mprovement great change for the country. and- have had

very busy and- people want to go on vacatlon ‘and "so forth So' I greatly
for the 40th annlversary

N ‘.

,;“

s dlfflculty 1n1d01ng that, but. ‘have forged ahead w1th the long

i

A,vlew} for the good of the country and not a’ short v1ew.

£.

, : So I’m thlnklng particularly thls week the flrst questlon T
mlght ask you: 1s,,have you, looked at; other Pres1dents' 1eglslat10n,,
Pre51dents who haveé’ had’ dlfflculty sometlmes getting 1t through ;- -

Pre51dents 11ke Woodrow Wllson, for ‘example, . who ‘had a fV; :
And have you drawn some'

partlcular drean w1th the League of- Natlons°

and 1nsp1rat10n from that7

\f',"'l'

THE PRESIDENT Yes, and of course,

‘_A . I o \n.

1f you 1ook at what ——{If?fr?w
Wllson dldn’t actually 1ive to see- his dream..fulfilled ‘because .ve; ’
mlsmanaged ‘our affalrs, the Unlted ‘States and the world dld after wOrld

. But after World War. II we did: have the United Natlons. And for

all of 1ts llmltatlons and all*of 1ts problems,‘lt’s played a major "
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L e ‘INTERVIEW OF : ’ :
b o ‘A' THE PRESIDENT AND - THE FIRST LADY L
N BY CARL ANTHONY “OF AMERICAN HERITAGE MAGAZINE
oy ) The Oval Offlce'g:.' o
. I . . 1 . - ! ‘ S (i .
iR Q wf&f"~It’s a great honor, a really great honcr to have' thls'i,w
1nterv1ew with both of you, and partlcularly ‘at’a time, when thlngs are,,
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’f place, Sometlmes you can be too far ahead of your tlme.‘x S

. L . A . .

N

role, I tthlnk ‘in maklng the world a more. peaceful and more humanev~d v

N R .
. o \.‘ .- R e :
CT

R thlnk the perlod ln modern Amerlcan hlstory most comparable to

thls is, probably the perlod rlght after ‘World War 11, ‘because at ‘the. end

~of any era, people are. called'upon to: sort of . look to the  future.. And
yet there’s a tendency to’ look inward, ‘to relax,’ to ]ust be. thankful
"'that 'the old order’is gone away w1thout thlnklng about what the. new
world must look llke.: ;"_‘ T “,;7, B S :

K] . . : . . : o

T

; At the end of World War I, we made the wrong cholce.¢ You know,y
we. wound up w1th all Kinds of problems not. only’ the DepreSSIOn and = .
World War I1 and all of" that, ‘but” just a lot of -= we' gave. in to some of ..
-our ..darker - lmpulses.o 50 at the end. of World War. I ‘we'. had the first,big .

iuged Scare,'we had the flrst b1g == the Ku Klux Klan was d01ng well.-f‘ﬁ>fﬂ

.n

Av:\' TE And at the end of wOrld War II Truman took a terrlble beatlng Ea

and dldn t.get everythlng done‘he trled to do. ‘He: never did’ ‘pass . health’
‘care,” for .example, for all Americans, ~But heé did lay- the foundatlons,_ )
~for .economié& ‘recovery at home and ‘for a: more'--’a commltment ‘to. more . -
racial equallty and for the institutions’ which led to :the recovery. of
Europe -and-'Japan and the system whlch permltted us ' . to- w1n the Cold War
ultlmately Y A : o - S u~*~' IR ,a, e

» o But when you re challenglng people to make changes, changes that
have a: long ~term future benefit, aqalnst entrenched‘forces, you have' to‘dw
expect to be. stoutly opposed often mlsunderstoodrand sometlmes“‘ o
defeated You just- have to accept that. That's part of - hlstory And .
“you have .to’govern. 1n the tlmes in whlch you llve and deal w1th lt the ;

best you can._.; F

L . ’ - o ‘\Av\ K )
. R N . o -

; ‘ ‘Q \"? And do.. you ever look to Truman and what Truman went f}rl
through as lnsplratlon to try and go -—;WQ . T 'f_aj__x- L

. RS

. THE PRESIDENT Yes, because I'm from Arkansas and Truman was'ff"
from Mlssourl, and because a: lot of the polltlcal people of my youth

_"\ .‘
S

g were blg Truman supporterS‘-- you-know" our: state voted for him in 1948

" when a Iot of, the South" abandoned hlm'—— I’ve. always had, an. awareness of
Truman’s' legacy And he' s always ‘béen one of*my four or: five favorlte
pres1dents TN ,_,A.‘_;L,-~A,:‘N1‘-‘43 e “hﬂ‘{A_~.«“@‘v;‘)

, But T thlnk that I must say, I was never ‘so aware of the -
SImllarltles ln our s1tuatlon until.'I. actually became President, and I o
reallzed that ‘the sort. of deep amblvalence the Amerlcan people have -now

;'-— wantlng us to- take charge and move forward’ lnto the future and Stlll :

-be ‘easily dlverted because of. thelr deep seated susp1c1ons and concernsA

”gy"\about government and whether there s anybody 1n Washlngton who can do'

- i o ’ . B L B rh. . N . - - M i
R T v " . i L A ' A . - el |- .
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‘Q»?.gyﬁ And ‘one sees, I supposeﬂ that hlstory does in. a sense

3 repeat itself’ when 'you- look at- the 1920s and the Red - Scare, and ‘the rlse

in the Ku Klux 'Klan and 1ook back ‘to’ the more: turn-of -the- century,, S

o Vlctorlan, McKinley’s America, you'.go, through that.” Is there‘'a way: to

redlrect hlstory7f Or ‘'do you thlnk there are' just general cycles?

V{ There’s a- theory that the Anerican’ people go through general hlstorical
5 ~vcycles 1n thelr response to change “:* ‘g&v_w , ,

L THE PRESIDENT._ Yes,.they do, but leaders and people can make a

fj”dlfference, -and’ ‘not Just ‘the’ Pres1dent .but the other. 1nst1tutlons,;-‘“ )
" great 1nst1tutlons of society.. ‘What klnd ‘of leaders are’in Congress°\_f

‘iWhat do -they do and say?  What is-the ‘role-“of the Amerlcan press? hat

does it do and say? Does” it’ feed ‘on the fears and cyn1c1sms of the

d‘ﬂAmerlcan people’> 0r. does 1t basucally proceed 1n a.: challenglng mode to
~do:, better° ~ : : . , . .

"/': :

‘.ij you look throughout the hlstory of the country, you see that .

. a lot of the major actors in- the Amerlcan 'scene have, played dlfferent
‘. roles’ at dlfferent tlmes., And hlstory proceeds in: cycles to some:

- extent;” “but also every- time is different and the outcome is: not. -

© "foreordained. ' I mean, 1t really does make a dlfference who S, there and
pwhat they do. -« - ./4 o T \.; ;_... . yﬂ

"Q v yw In mentlonlng Wllson earller, thlnklng about hlS flghtw

: . A Co
! ‘

And many people feel of course,'the events leadlng up to World

,QWar II mlght ‘not have happened ‘had there. been a League ‘of 'Nations in.

place. Do you’thlnk == I’m not asklng you 'to fill® those shoes . of .
Woodrow, Wllson, but do you - thlnk an example llke that, that J'f“,ﬁ' o

;} 1nflex1blllty - have you . 1ooked ever back to. Presldents 11ke,Wllson or
.- ‘others who. have ‘remained so. 1nf1ex1ble that nothlng of thelrs was' :
5 ;passed none of thelr 1n1t1at1ves°e.s SR B :

‘. . o . "«. 'l

. A

THE PRESIDENT The trlck is to be flrm on your pr1nc1ples and

,x?dlrectlon and’ to be flexible ‘in. deallng w1th people who' have the power
. to.either help: you: further thit .direction or.-.derail it. "I mean, 1t' '
{;1nterest1ng,‘comprom1se is’ very’ ‘often glven a’ bad ‘naie, in popular

_c1rcles today. - And yet. our system was’ set up to mandate compromlse in L
;ways that most governmental democra01es aren’t " oo . e

[
. o
.
.

P . P . .
. a3 . O R o - S
B g i o P s e R

‘x

o for the: League of Nations. - Of course, he had suffered:a stroke, when: thetx
]‘vote came ‘up- in the Senate and’ was.a. ‘Tittle bit more removed from the
V51tuatlon . He absolutely would not accept any compromlses whatsoever.f'
- His wife, Senator Hltchcock Democratlc leadershlp came to hlm and “tried

','to accept 'some even minor compromlse c-and ‘he wouldn't And of course,

Lﬁfhls dream essentlally went down the draln\ . :
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. SR I mean, we. don’t have a, parllamentary system, for example. - So,
N the pre51dent is not guaranteed even -- no matter how. much a- majorlty
“his: party has in Congress, because there is. ‘no. parllamentary system,
e v . that'is, where ‘the President is the léader of the party ‘in Congress. . .
gjgﬁwg ‘and’ if- they want to stay in the party and have p051tlons, then they have,
‘ Lo vote party llne - there 5 always got to be compromlse.u;~'~m L

I was readlng the other day a’ blography of George Washlngton *all
‘hever knew this -- 1 guess: He came. to; the pre51dency with' the greatest
amount of- leverage, personal‘leverage ‘and prestlge of- anybody in hlstoryﬁ”
e ‘and . the Congress, the. Senate rejected one . of his Cabinet: nomlnees,f '
C whlch is something T didn’t know.. I just” read thls biography that " sald L
IR that - But ‘the p01nt*1s there ‘is -an honorable way to work through ' "
; o compromlses fgu'; ‘{ S '.j,u';» ﬂﬁxr" . - R RS
AN o o Yous also have: to know when not to do it when ‘more “harm: than .
good would be done:by, g1v1ng in to. the objectlve you’ re seeklng then you;
T‘ycan't do.it: Or sometimes "you. just dori’ £ have to. do. ‘it because you’ve -
got the votes and you can’ prevall ' s0 you can go ‘for. the very best from
.your p01nt of' view. _But the whole .essence’ of .democracy ~is that people .
'.are given limited power, others have power, .you have to work together to‘
get something done.. And the 1dea is, that nobody 1s the sole rep051tory
" of. complete w1sdom., ‘H'-uh 3V.XV>‘{ >-,‘\ . ..:_,_ o oy

SRR And you know, we' just went - through thls 1nterest1ng/exerc1sexln”j
Z‘K‘IP‘Z - the - House w1th ‘the crime, bill where'the' Republlcans --the moderate’ ‘
v ~(Republlcans«—- ‘were wllllng to ‘'steer ‘a path where they moved avay. from
~some  of their more. strident- leaders ‘who didn’t. want them. to do- anythlng
Ctor compromlse on :the crime blll And they brought some “of the DemocratsHA
~with them, ‘and they" said, well look let's see how we can make thlS e
better from our p01nt of v1ew :fi‘ el ’ i»,< AR S
- B ol o '3"“9“ o 2 L
,U~V*~'_ \7'@*‘-5 And 1ronlcally,‘a lot of the changes that they were advocatlng .
- . were the same things that I .had advocated when the bill went. through the ¥ .
flrst tlme.f It canme: out better.< So . T don’t think anyone looked on- that .
_set of compromlses as . dlshonorable It furthered.all the baslc o
objeotlves .of the’ crlme blll and nére people felt that they ‘had had a B
y say in it: ‘and: that it came . out better 'So in’. the world, we’re" llVlng 1n,
in sort of 1nstantaneous news. coverage, snap judgments, everybody is:
looklng for the angle,vsometlmes pr1n01ple compromlse is more dlfflcult i
becausefthe minute you begln serious negotlatlons, there’s thls sort of .
the sky is: falllng effect that- sometlmes takes: over the reportlng of. 1t
to 1mply that somethlng dlshonorable As g01ng on ,J*;-" . r“_ S A

, so one of the great challenges of ar’ Pre51dent in thlS tlme -=
thls sort of 1nstantaneous, drenchlng medla age — 1s to lay out the

L D R e ;‘4 =
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'-i"ﬁfi path for the country, say what the objectlves are, hold flrm to them and‘_

.be very. strong about them,. and: Stlll be flexible enough to actually make.

cr . progress and get somethlng ‘done." . But "’ in our- Constltutlon compromlsemls
e f wrltten in as a v1rtue, not a v1ce.\ﬂ R T Ly e
- w ! N -y ‘
oo . BN . ¢ CEL e

Co Q. When you both look back on your early years, you look
back on your educations as very young people, and then later as high -
. school and college and:law students,’.are there’ fioments in hlstory that -
partlcularly fa501nated you’ Are there 1nd1v1duals men or women. 1n»
Amerlcan hlstory who perhaps 1n some way were lnsplratlons to" you° ,vuf
. 7 FE . I
TN, And I ask that more 1n the sense of those that were long past oo
because I’d also like to~ ask you', both’ about the historical forcés in
o your ‘own, lives that helped to change your perspectlve andéperhaps serve.
J as 1nsp1ratlon.‘ . . ,.,u,J,%. J_,f,g“ ; ,; A:‘A‘ﬁ:,~ :

THE PRESIDENT' Well when I grew up in’ the South ln the o ’
beglnnlng of, the 01v11 rlghts movement all- Southerners were stlll -
oo " obsessed 'with the C1v11 War. . T mean,: really, 1t.was(amaz1ng Peopleﬂffu-
}. ;,j_: talked about it: f_,ij ..,“,ﬁj,,_\'ﬂb o ;[’fywm‘ Ir[ S

I remember when I flrst ran' for offlce and T was in the _

. mountalns of north Arkansas, whlch was, the leldlng llne in’ the warin, .

L ‘the west between ‘the North and the South. . A'lot-of the hill- people ins v

! the. South became Republlcans because ‘they supported Abraham Lincoln,” L

'v',1, 1 they opposed secess10n, and- they elther opposed slavery or dldn’t care'n»»
- . o about it. It wasn’t part of thelr llfe :

e oM

R o

S And there ‘were famllles up there that llterally had famlly books
“vfi-—‘I mean poor people.or people of modest" incomes that had family books
"that. traced thelr genealogy»back to ‘the Civil War -and they ‘Knew: who . " .
“fought for. th North, - who- fought for the South “So I grew up in: a tlme,
jwhen ‘people were thlnklng a ‘lot about:the. whole issue :0f rtrace because ,
o c1v1l Yights had come in,- but still: obsessed hlstorlcally ‘with, the ClVll.'
e fe‘ 2 "War or the War: Between. the States -as’ the dlehards always called it in .
R the South.. = - ,*,'A:" S e e oL ST

So I had always, I thlnk seven from chlldhood captured by the
flgure of Llncoln,.not only the hlstorlc s1gn1flcance ‘of what he. dia’
o but what klnd ‘of person he was and how he was able, . under enormous ’ S
pressure and freguent- rldlcule, to- hcld on to the SImple idea. that. ‘the ..
- Union -had’ to be preserved "and: then' ‘how ‘he. was ‘able to move the: country
. to the p01nt where he could break his most famous campalgn promlse,-’
. ;which was not' to free thefslaves, and lnstead lssue the\BmanCIpatlon
Proclamatlon whlch obv1ously set in, motlon the . processes ‘which later:
led; to the" 13th -¥4th-and 15th. amendments:, ‘He. was ~from the tlme of. my
early - chlldhood + I was always just captlvated w1th what he d&d how he

B 1 . " A . . N . N “ o > N . o N . N . . . N . <
ot ¢ DI i ta "e R s \\ . ; A
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?led lt what klnd of person he was.h‘y-f

Lirer Tl

SR 'Qiaf\nh D1d you read a. lot of blographles of h1m7'*Did.youiever;
m‘v1s1t hls home and elther hls blrthplace in Kentucky° Sl SRR

: t

. FA TR

: \\ i
™,

i 'THE PRESIDENT' “No, I never dld that | But I read a‘lot of bookse'
as a Chlld ‘about ‘him.:” And T was also -- I 1ikéd Jefferson arlot .when 1"
;" was a;child because LI felt'——‘ln fact;, another thing that- Southerners P
" were’ often obsessed wrth was the: poverty of the South at the end of thex“
'+ Second wOrld War and . the:Whole’ idea that the only way out of. it '
y<1nd1V1dually .and’ collectlvely was' to dramatlcally increase the 1evel ofgj
" education.’ : And since Jefferson. had founded- the: Unlver51ty of: Vlrglnlajj'

~and had-. advocated ba51cally free public educatlon, that was somethlng S

' that, when' I- waSJvery young, .captivated me.‘ So’ he had a- "big hold. on my;':
‘ Almaglnatlon from my chlldhood :and I read a lot of booksfabout hlm.t,

But they were the two hlstorlc flgures in: Amerlcan llfe that had

e Athe blggest 1nfluence on. my chlldhood RO TR 41-%;3'

L. some. assoc1atlon with. Llncoln.l‘g«‘f TN

, o [prv;“;' Mrs. Cllnton7.;;';?j#1]f'"Lf, SRR S .
S S D T e T

. MRS CLINTON. Well T grew up on’ IllanlS, the land of Llncoln, L
and - spent enormous amounts of time as.a chlld studylng IllanlS ‘and . v
" American hlstory, readlng blographles that were. age- approprlate of
Llncoln,'maklng field trips to- Sprlngfleld and other places that had

v . K ‘ ,l\z : T ’ ' i N

‘ We had very 31gn1f1cant celebratlons of Llncoln s blrthday all
‘durlng the timeI wasia: child. . So Lincoln had a‘very blg Pplace in my

ff“_hlstorlc 1mag1nat10n;f And I had noidea -of any -of- the things that ever

.happened in the South. "I mean,,lt was ]ust an  opehn and ‘'shut case' that'’
Abraham Lincoln. was: by far ‘the greatest President. because he had ‘saved. 'xf

"fithe Unlon and he came from Illln01s.j5ﬂt;\,;“, ,,V,,.u o (’W~“'

S A0 et e T ) RETPTEN

,=:i . And*I remember so clearly one tlme travellng w1th my’ famlly —j a ,

“trlp to’ Florlda when T was: probably nlne, ‘I 'think. And we got to ' -

_fvlncennes ‘Indianha, which is very:. southern Indlana ‘and. checked into’ a'ﬁ'ﬁ,
~little motel that had a llttle tlny tovi And ‘we turned’it’ on, ‘and for
‘the first time saw-a:t.v. series called "The Gray Ghost," which was™

. about ‘a Confederate soldler. And I was just astonlshed that anybody

,‘would have : a telev131on serles,ln which. the hero was .a Confederate
'soldler.: So my,whole experlence ‘'Was so. focuséd .on Lincoln.as a“savior

of. ‘the Unlon., 'And’ then .as we: traveled further south I remember belng

“ﬁln Alabama and’ stopplng at. qas statlons where they sold Confederate

‘7%f1ags and thlngs like thls. And this was in. the mlddle,,late 19505

'

So I always had just such a strong personal feellng about
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: . Llncoln.~ But I also felt the same way to a: lesser extent about

Washlngton.. ‘And ‘again, ‘it was somebody who/had 'a very large- part in. our

‘imaginations - because\of the . way: the schools treated’ Washlngton.u I mean, .
every year I was. in school ‘we. had sklts about Washington’s lives; we.

wrote little books about l»lashlnt_:;’t:on,r we'. celebrated ‘Washington’s blrthday
CW Both of those two pre51dent1al blrthdays were’ how we spent February

: And: both of them had a very strong appeal ‘as’ the father of the country ‘

< and the sav1or of the country, to me as a llttle glrl R ,\_:

I e

fx]‘ .,<' .“ THE PRESIDENT.' You know, 1t’s 1nterest1ng, I confess that:li
' thlnk I underappre01ated Washlngton untll I became Pre51dent ‘j‘;f,x;dg

rftwk’}d- S THE PRESIDENT" Yes.‘ T dld Isdld. And I read. Gary Wills’ book
' ~~on Washlngton and a book called “Patrlarch n by> I thlnk a man named ‘

Smlth AR 3,'¢“H» N (.qﬂ : v,;A,;,,; ; Sl ) ‘V"e“** T
o .@‘n'QQ.,f" Rlchard Norton Smlth {ac:ﬁi. “z,'”‘:.;ﬂbf f.;?f~% S

Lo l N ' o

R ;“THE PRESIDENT.r Rlchard Norton Smlth who s at the Hoover --K- '

TR P o gjg; Yes,rhe was a dlrector of Hoover lerary ‘ﬂﬁ;t’¢.;g;fp

T ‘yftf,tfnig;THE PRESIDENT'”;In‘Iowa, ?w",'j"“xK .,gwf“:Uﬁjf'::'

N R . ) S . ; . ~. PEEIRRL . B . .t N

‘ - ) N B . : - P o P PEE N T L - L e . . e
Y - @ Yes. R e e e e
. A . . x I St . . £ &'.‘ :, - K | AN - .

BRI ',”“*'”THE PRESIDENT.L I read that- book not very long ago.g And Wllls
,Q1V.";? is a person I greatly admlrez and I'm. very == -and he’s" wrltten ‘a: book o
.+ .. called "Leaders" now.-- "Certaln Trumpets"r--somethlng llke ‘that. ' And .

- " " then he" wrote that book "C1n01nnatls" (phonetlc) on Washlngton, Wthh I .
e have read. ”, N . | : : ! »
;:;'fiﬁb h I see now 1n a’ fundamental way that what Washlngton dld and
SRR ,Lwhat he refused to do, in seeklng a ‘third térm and ‘giving- up power and
..., ' overseeing orderly tranSLtlon' and ‘how he. kind: of kept things together
;. really,s he. was very. 1mportant to thls country But I don't thlnk as a.
jn5"_h Chlld I apprecrated hlm : 'yg,. S :[ N .,‘w_, o ) 4.(5 i
3“; i'] v Hlllary mentloned about seelng the t V.- serles.: The fllp 51de
oo ‘was ‘true in our. 'case.. I ‘mean, if you were a- Southerner growing up,’ you
S .. 'had to be a. blg admlrer of. Robert E. Lee, 'and -you ‘had to know a lot c
L ‘-“,about Robert E. Lee. " I méan; you just did,. you know7 -And all of hlS: '
1['fl,_ qualltles were: somethlng that' =- he Wwas. really sort of still- a folk o
o flgure 1n the South all durlng the Sos and early 60s.,’ﬁ R AT
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‘-February,.whlch ‘I’ remember,~I was born 1n '59

[
. ‘,_f‘

. And 1t was 1nterest1ng because I remember I was 1n a’ mlnorlty
among young whltes. I was in'all publlo ‘school 1ntegratlon. I thought
Martln Luther King was great ‘even when I'was.a kid, very young But toﬁ
“me, it was all part of the natural flow of history.’ ‘1. mean, ‘I never
thought whether there'was a contradlctmon between admlrlng Robert E: Lee*‘
and admlrlng Abraham Llncoln, 1f you see what I mean._vﬁg_.‘ e

oo ‘\/_'-,

'lfk"fofT’ Q; nght -It was just the march of tlme.vf"ﬁ’(

« . THE PRESIDENT. I’ll tell you one llttle story to glve you and
1dea of what she sald.jr,,.x_,_ L e IR AN S 4_,_'
: lee I sald in’ the mountalns of north Arkansas, we' had flve of
our,llttle cdunties trled to secede from ‘Arkansas’ when Arkansas voted to
secede from ‘the, Unlon. The people were split rlght down the mlddle. And, .
I remember in 1975, maybe, or-.'76, somethlng like that ‘I was up. 1n one '
‘of these beautlful llttle mountaln towns\g1v1ng the hlgh ‘'school” . B
commencement address on a. gorgeous ‘June night, and the ozark mountalns
were breathtaklng. ‘The sky was- clear and. I was exhortlng these kids to

. overcome- advers1ty, and I was’ telllng them about all the terr;ble thlngs
Llncoln had been through in his . life.. . And. after'lt was over,- all.the
guys: who ran- the county for,me, all. these great hlll country guys. took ,
-me ~out. and We. were looklng at. the mountalns.w And ‘they said, that was a
very good speech and you “can. glve 1t down, in’ thtle Rock any tlme,‘but
-don’t ‘you'ever /come up\here and brag on that Republlcan Presidént again;
;if he’d been. that good- a Pre81dent we would have ‘never had the,C1v11 '

War.‘ (Laughter J. :_;3 Y o ~~way :{\u’ | 2,%Qg

So these people were Stlll replaylng 1t 1n thelr mlnds over 100
years later._;hqg. . . . e

.
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: ’Q'J@‘e That was. very much part of the herltage, of the culture.,f
It‘s 1nterest1ng to. hear you. both also.speak about in school Robert E.
Lee,-Llncoln George Washlngton ‘and . Abraham Llncoln,=the pageants 1n

vy
o€

‘*' But educatlon ——.a lot of‘Amerlcan hlstory has sort ‘of shlfted

*.rin recent ‘year, - maybe, I think,. to: more-of - aébalance, where we‘ve looked - .

.at! social hlstory, ‘we've looked at the hlstory of the everyday Amerlcan.’

ﬂ And. perhaps in some tlme, in some .way debunked or taken down" &, notch_or

two, the heroes’ that we - had -~ those of . us “who grew up w1th a: sense of
people to emulate ‘or people to admlre, 1nd1v1duals, for d01ng thlngs.ofﬁ

v N

Do you thlnk there s been too much 1n terms of hlstory belng

. recently recorded‘-- say in the last 10 15 yearS'—- there are less S

heroes’ S L ,‘ﬁbUV{
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;fﬂ about people as you go through llfe i;"‘.f

V'and that we don't use them more .as: examples and symbols for chlldren;

; MRS CLINTON.M I do And I thlnk 1t's a great loss for f;l”

everyone, but partlcularly for chlldren. Tt is . just ‘easier as . a. Chlld

to relate to ‘individuals than it is. soc1al movements or hlstorlcal
trends or even large groups of people who remaln ordlnary and faceless
1n the experlence that you have w1th them " : -
"I thlnk 1t’s been 1mportant in the last few years that we haveﬂf
pulled out other heroés. ” I, mean, I thlnk 1t is 1mportant that people
know"™ about Sogourner Truth and : not Just the whlte men that were
avallable .as’ heroes when we were much younger ‘ :
UL toL . : . .
el But T thlnk 1t's a shame that we lose s1ght of the her01c,,"n‘
qualltles .of “those people who have made major 1mpacts on’ our history;.

, f.I mean, I remember when I read the autoblography of Benjamln
Franklln, and I dlscovered thlngs about “Franklin’s personal life., that
at the.age of '14;-I- was shocked by. And I remember g01ng to, see my |

"Engllsh teacher and. saying, T. just can’t belleve it 1 felt like. ‘I had~

been dlSlllusloned .about Benjamln Franklln._ And 1711 never’ forget hlm
saylng, “but why would you be’ d1s1llus1oned°y He . was a- great man;: he "
"wasn’t a’ statue: somewhere ‘He was a. great man, and men: have faults asg.
.~ well as v1rtues, and” the real challenge is- to' see: people An thelr ‘ .
humanlty but .them admire them even more because of what they were able :
to accompllsh hlstorlcally J ST ", S ‘1ﬂ§ N

] 3 P . g . : ’

i

And that was one . of those llttle lessons that you go through as“f
- person who cares about hlstory and keeps encounterlng new 1nformatlong_,

A
r‘

¢"'V i But I would llke to see somethlng of a return to the emphas15 on
‘”thlelduals with a" broader ‘range of’ 1nd1v1duals, w1th chlldren belng
-able to 'see ‘a much more dlverse and representatlve grouplng of Amerlcans
.who. made thelr contrlbutlons, but recognlzlng ‘that there . are ‘certain.

,flﬁpeople who- ‘stand above the others because of their role-in- Amerlcan'fw

hlstory, and g1v1ng those people the attentlon agaln that I thlnk they L

‘~are due

Vb And even in mythology -- I mean,‘lt may not be true that George
Washlngton cut down a- cherry tree and :said .then he couldn’t tell a 11e
But there s .a lesson in, that ‘and that lesson 1s one of the ways you .

0 convey values to chlldren., And you do. it in the context of a. hlstorlc L
- figure, who is on. his - own’ great "and’ you use, it" as a teachlng example C

And I thlnk that ‘a- lot of that has been lost.

fey '»3.

: ﬁ'ﬂ THE PRESIDENT ‘In terms of what happens to people 1n the :\i

present or recent past o whether they re always belng taken down —-;3}~-

[N Lt P : 9 Lo Do RO DI
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jﬂ*fhlstorlcally, that changes from tlme to’ tlme ;I mean, Jefferson was '
. treated in an outrageous and vicious way when ‘he was' Pres1dent ‘

Roosevelt had a reasonably rough tlme, but not too bad. I notlced there;~
was a-journallst that wrote an article in the New: Republlc,_I thlnk '

“ she’s about.80 years old, bBut ,she covered the Roosevelts. She' said that "~

'~AFrank11n and Eleanor would not ‘Have done 50 well it they would -have: had o

‘ﬁlto deal with all‘the stuff that’s present’ today ‘And she was - " .
\,speculatlng about whether they could have served the country as they
.'dld e cas T S R ‘ )

A ,,:- o
,‘ PR . A A
N .
e

When I was a chlld -- we: talked about - you asked me to talk

' about ——'when 1. was 'a. Chlld my grandfather who raised me untll I.was -
fours, (and was a great flgure in.my life until he died, when I was qulte.
young ---he just.'loved Roosevelt because he symbollzed to him that ‘the

" government: of..the" Unlted States . cared about ordlnary people llke him and -
‘g_would try to help them tﬁ%‘ A“_, S .. . LT

‘ - It was only klnd of 1n the last 20 or 30 years that we' ve gottenﬁvf

’Uthese sort of extreme views of government really, I thlnk where nelther .

-6f which is- very helpful One 1s that’ government is evil. and -

“”jlncompetent and .always. messes up Well .the ‘National . Instltute of

<f3Health the ‘National iPark. Services, ‘the" 8001a1 Securlty, Medlcare are

‘:ev1dence that that's not necessarlly true,yrlght° R S

";wQ;’{,’f Exactly ‘ ”_ “_'atwb. ?th_ o ': S h‘ ‘ :

s K " '~ TR '. . ‘. . . g,.- ~)‘A" . ,"-

S ’ THErPRESIDENT" And ‘then’ the other v1ew is that government can’
'solve all people s problems ”‘Well “if you look .at the breakdown of the

\'jSOClal fabric 'in Amerlca inthe. last 30 years,’lt's obv1ous that no D

‘ fgovernment program can le all that

, But the 1dea that the government was somehow the partner of the
;kAmerlcan people’ and its servant and that itg role would change -
throughout time- was’ sort ‘of reached. its apotheosls ‘under: Roosevelt and

’a,xthe people -— when the unemployment rate’ in .the: country was 25 percent

- and, per. .capita’ income’in a lot of the places in the -South was ‘one-half .
Zthe national average My\grandfather was a. person -2 don’t guess he -
‘= until- heé just got too sick te do it -~ ‘he never did"take vacatlons
.He'worked 40, 50,/,60, 70 sometlmes\more -hours .a week when I knew h'im,
°even when he already had a grandchlld I saw h1m work -a 1ot : ‘.”:-m,

‘ But maybe 1t was mythology, but 1t was ‘a posltlve thlng that he
\thought that hlS Pre31dent and hls country oared about him and his small:"
.yex1stence in'a small ‘town. 1n Arkansas when he was- slav1ng away doing the.
- - best he- could for. his’ famlly There s-a. very 1mportant llnkage, and
toitrs. somethlng that we ‘need -to be able to Teestablish. today to. some o o

‘tiﬁ,textent under condltlons where 1t 1s far more dlfflcult to do
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. AR ;Q e Well I want to ask both of you, follow1ng that -—-—I want
REEARSEN to -ask you about the. Roosevelts,: but follow1ng ‘with''your grandfather s
u;experlence and feellngs about; Roosevelt -=-about' both of your own. ‘”‘;~f'
experlences as ‘young people ln meetlng hlstorlc figures and. ‘how that may

_ have changed the, course, at’ the very - least lnsplred and dlrected the‘
.“f;j course of your llves and careers.,t;;,_ NI . JENO

T ] ‘\ . . ¢ .
ﬁ‘{'?” Cen Of course, we know the great Cllp -—-the plcture of you rlght
here ln the: Rose: Garden, meetlng President: Kennedy T was wonderlng lf
you ‘could: ‘talk a° llttle blt about’ that day” and what you were feellng and
 coming. here from Arkansas -to the. White House ‘and- on the Whlte House lawn
and meetlng John Fi Kennedy : And what dld ‘you feel 1ns1de of you as you
were leaVIng the gate”E What dld you tell yourself’ ;¢‘>yxu,,.’¢>w‘,, _
THE PRESIDENT ‘ Well I don t know what I told myself when I was .
leav1ng the gate just o there were ‘a ‘hundred of us - here and we' were
hav1ng a ‘big” tlme But I remember very. dlstlnctly where I was standlng
. ;g‘ ‘out there and . what I .did, ‘because the fellow we elected pres1dent of
o wﬁ " Boys Natlon gave h1m —-\they did- what they always do -- they’ gave h1m a
‘ "*?i t- shlrtfand somethlng else, - and ‘he gave his llttle talk"; “And ‘then" hei?'
just came ‘down 'in the crowd and- he started. shaklng ‘hands "and I was"
afrald he would ]ust shake one or' two hands- and: ‘quit.. And’ I ‘was" at the
. head of. the alphabet anyway, and I was blgger than anybody around me so'j‘
ﬂ;.v i just made sure I was there so I got to shake hands w1th hlm ' ‘

T-‘

y{‘lilf”w"ﬂ'. Because, to me,ohe represented the country s sort of carlng ;~;;:‘

' "'about my ‘genetration. :You: know, he was a _Very: future orlented person:' -

He sa1d ‘he would get the country mov1ng agaln” T had the feeling’ ‘that’ ,

SRR 1we were: g01ng ‘to: have a good future because he was. seeklng all these- new’f
U frontlers ‘And, he gave us a sense of pos51b111ty that' we could deal f,"

";w1th thlngs., And he. flnally began to-deal . w1th the 01v1l rlghts ‘issue.

in the somewhat more open’ way than Pre51dent Elsenhower had. Although e

AR _President’ Eisenhower sent.the. troops ito’ 1ntegrate thtle Rock Central = -

- y; ngh School ’whlch I strongly supported - I thought it was a. good thlng\ :

IR 'I was what; 11 or- somethlng at the time. -And: I. was 1n a’ decided.:", v

mlnorlty 1nfh1gh school but I thought 1t was good .;““y‘w “mw_¢¢”"‘

} Irv'v¢.

- \VV K
P A

\;ﬂ<‘W”: “wwl?‘ And Elsenhower was a very lmportant person for hlS tlme because
Sl el went through’ “all’this ‘unsettling. stuff. " And ‘he settled the- ‘country -
down, ‘and. he, gave the: people a fairly, hlgh level of . confldence,uand he: ?\{
“was willing ‘to:let some thlngs happen.. And so I thlnk that hlstory &\tlll‘~
judge hlm pretty klndly 1Q;LL>\ . : . Lt e :

. But I thlnk when Kennedy came~1n, even though he won by the' ,
, narrowest of Vlctorles, show1ng ‘how =="1if" you look at” it --showlng the
’erar that the Amerlcan people have of change We bas1cally -= we always

T . -:i\ oo ) RN ’." P 2
. N . M I




o throw us 1nto the future ln a p051t1ve way .

'

/;, . . . T N KI.‘ R ‘_’,- N - K . : o P ,_’. s »‘.

o say we want 1t we're for it in. general hut,we!reﬁagainstVitfin,' o
e partlcular very often.."“»o', 3 .1_ TR gt~11 :,, g; t~. SN R

U T o . N

{,’ﬂ) But to me, I thought 1t ‘was great.v I mean,,I saw hlm up there,‘ff

he 3ust wa's “happy. and - loose and relaxed. And he Seemed 1nterested in.

these kids, ‘and he seemed to relate well to. young people.‘ And it. made'a‘

'big' impression on- people my age ‘that. the Kennedy admlnlstratlon, ‘that .
. the Président’ and the people that ‘were worklng for hlm were trylng to

. - ‘i \
‘! et : [ H i
SN

Q}“,v'” Your mother sald though when you came back home after

that experaence,‘she knew that . you were golng to go 1nto some form of

publlc serv1ce.. She could just‘tell .

Yo TN B . -

"t
-

MD"4 THE PRBSIDENT. Well what I dec1ded~--'actually lt was . before I
came up here, T remember very clearly., I was a junior in high school

/' ’and had been lnterested 'in berng a, phySlClan. I had been 1nterested in

s

H

. R
Lo R
\ﬂ‘.“« Lo
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belng .a musician' ‘and a couple of other thlhgs.: And I: juet made a:
dec151on that T would try to go 'into- publlc service . because I thought

'sI d" be. .good’ at it.and I thought lt would- be - 1nterest1ng. I thought lt

“would “be* somethlng that I’d- never ‘have:to worry. about gettlng up and-

g01ng to work" every day” because it would ‘always’ be ‘'something’ dlfferent
I was’ 1nterested ;in people. and “human nature and the dlmenSlOHS of the
problems.‘,«xe o,‘vag&.ﬁbg B f.utag.wfﬂx foe : : :

b '

“And ‘T must say,\that ‘was. one.. —-'a lot of tlmes what you thlnk
when you’re a kid'is wrong, ‘but ‘that- was*one insight I had when. I was' 16
I was’ right- about. I mean that 1t lS a fasc1nat1ng life 4n its " .
dlver51ty ‘and’ challenge It can be a paln from*tlme to tlme, but 1t’

3

;stlll fasc1nat1ng jggv_\: _.mt S . “rfﬁg.Iiuﬂ

;} Q/ ‘f Mrs. Cllnton, I know that as a youth you had met Martln

Luther King. And then' I know ‘that in.1968 durlng the Democratlc L 1&*

Conventlon in Chlcago yon went down w1th a frlend to 1ook at - some of
the protests. DTN fh‘-, - i . ri~ “.~ . C :
S ,l I also thlnk about: the fact - I just reallzed this- the other«'L
day - You re the first. pre81dent1al couple born after that long perlod

‘of time. when SO many. people just knew Roosevelt: as. ‘their President; “putsy

that Mrs. Roosevelt lived, of. course, untll 1962., And I know. you: were

1'act1ve in school government and so forth. I don’t know 1f she'was ‘a -

partlcular 1nterest or - 1nsp1ratlon at. that p01nt "but how" about that.

,',meetlng Martin Luther King- = 91m11ar to the Pre51dent’s experlence 1n

]”Y'meetlng PreSIdent Kennedy?

. . to s
»,;’ 3 .

, MRS CLINTON Well I came: from a very dlfferent p01nt of view..
I came from a very Republlcan famlly that was not partlcularly fond of

. o . s y
i ‘ S .- )

.
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“’che Roosevelts and not partlcularly fond of the Kennedys, really were 1

”"strong supporters of. Pres1dent Elsenhower and Vlce Pre51dent leon

l . . ’,.’ {R iy

ot

. And sO the feellngs I had about the 1960 electlon were ones of
great dlsapp01ntment because’'all of - the ex01tement about~change that

'{.jseemed to’ sweep the country,,at least -where T grew up, were viewed as.f
" quite. threatenlng -- ‘which gives me some 1n51ght as 'to how people feel .

today: when' they view much of ‘what this Pre51dentgls trylng to. do, .
because I came' from the- kind of family that was very skeptlcal about
: government d01ng anythlng right-and about the spe01flcs of change as the
-ﬂPre51dent was just talklng about. ;g.w, TR oL

‘. S But startlng when I was 1n hlgh school T had a serles of
“experiences. that at least began to. pose dlfferent world views as . o $

*jposs1ble 1deas for me ‘to consider:  “And,my' 1nvolvement with my church, A
- {‘which . led to- my g01ng to a\speech that Martln Luther Klng ‘gave, .was one_m‘

'ffof those real eye openlng experlences.glAnd I was’ very 1mpressed by hlm

;

LI mean, I was very 1ntellectually re51stant,1n many respects to

”ihftwhat you could v1ew '‘as the ‘Kennedy ;administration/ s‘agenda.' But-I was. \»f
;;‘]very sympathetlc and supportlve of eivil rlghts I mean, I. can remember‘
. .fwatchlng and hav1ng my. mother: explaln what happened when Pres1dent

' /Eisenhower sent troops to thtle Rock.’ ' I mean; I, 1 thought: it waSJjust

Ty rldlculous that people wouldn’t go to school wlth dlfferent klnds of

chlldren ‘5_ﬂ~ ‘ RN ;n.>x,’-« e

A Sl v P N '-:-":

And so. I ‘saw: what Dr Klng was d01ng as somethlng that went

'Fbeyond pOllthS. I mean, 1t shouldn’t be Republlcan or’ Democrat or,

conservative or Republlcan, it ‘was just the rlght thing to-do =-much . of
that because of ‘my strong feellngs about Llncoln and ' my family’ s

, feellngs about\what belng a Republlcan really meant .86 that was an ‘
' ,1mportant part of my sense of: polltlcal 1dent1ty as it began to develop
But 1n 1964 ‘I was a- very strong supporter of Barry Goldwater.i"‘
'5Aga1n, because.I 11ked what I, saw as his'real coriservatism.. T mean,’I”.v~
'Areally did come from a background that was: hlghly susp1c1ous of- s

. government but. also very: supportlve of the 1nd1v1dual ‘and 1nd1v1dua1

'.respon31b111ty,'and Goldwater seemed to stand for ‘that.. ~And - I got to
“meet. Barry Goldwater.. T -went. to a- rally and met. him' and enjoyed just
belng 1ntroduced to hlm : That’s all that occurred . ;o
. . : But I also remember 1n 1965 belng as 1mpressed as I thlnk I've -
»r[ever been by a’ pre81dent1al speech when Pre51dent Johnson - gave hls RN
Jspeech on. the Votlng nghts Act., I. though that ‘was one of the most.

y“xextraordlnary public statements I had ever seen-a Pre81dent glve,‘and

. from that.time on became very supportlve of a lot of the goals of :the’
*.Johnson admlnlstratlon domestlcally,«even though over tlme I became very 3

AN
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Qconcerned about the Vletnam War and Veryrmuch opposed to the Vletnam
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So there was a lot g01ng on in’ that tlme perlod that came from

\wmany dlfferent dlrectlons, whlch ‘is why I always resist . polltloal

flabellng, because. I think. we are all much. more complex 1n our pOllthal

'7thoughts than the easy categorles descrlbed. - RS SRS

- : ’. N .- A
:‘ . LN .

’57Q. L When we. also talk about Eleanor and Franklln Roosevelt

.as” you mentloned before, Mr . Pre51dent thlnklng about the Roosevelts

and- some of the things: ‘hey went- through Now, of course, that was a

;x‘{very unique 51tuatlon -- the. Great Depress1on, World War II he was’

.phy51cally 1ncapa01tated with pOllO, ‘he ran for 12 years, communlcatlons

was so different -- but there .was & dgreat wh1rlw1nd of' change with the

- New Deal and much res1stance to it as well “In some -of the battles' that

you’ve beén’ through in the last year and.a half -4_congre8510nal battles

1;and some of the criticism -~ .do you ever look back:at. the Roosevelts’

And do- you ever.- take: lnsplratlon from them as. they worked together on

3
K

”"the New Deal7 e ,.,‘4,” S '%‘; E ’ﬁ«f; e «X

/,

- of course, 1Mrs Roosevelt took oertaln components of the New

:i'Deal ‘that, were central to the Roosevelt., domestlc agenda,,and ‘the' ,
\“.‘Pre31dent oversaw’ the whole plcture, and* ln some. ways perhaps parallels‘
;’Athe way you have both worked togetherifor change ) NH , :_H LT

THE PRESIDENT" Yes, I thlnk there are’ parallels.. I thlnk the

Jdlfference is obv1ously that. people knew they were.in more. desperate;f¢(‘”
straits back then. - People want changes made ' now, but’ they re less - .
., +willing for' the government to do so much, which. I think  is .a good thlng
’f'Thattls, after all, what I ran on == sort of” trylng to- find:a way . to

- strike. a new balance between the government and’ the prlvate .sector, not

just to have the government solve these problems

Ty f 4 L ~

But I thlnk that in terms of the dlmen91ons of the change ‘we're

/

“'wtrylng to’ effect and the fact that:we' have a good worklng relatlonshlp -g;
., ‘= and a lot of other Pre51dents did, too,- by- the way: . Bess,Truman wWas " ..
“}very 1nfluent1al ‘and Mrs.- W1lson was actually v1rtually running the

;country when' WOodrow W1lson was impaired. Biit we’ve been more. upfront
~about .our relatlonshlp and our partnershlp than anybody, T :think, s1nce L
’Franklln and Eleanor Roosevelt So I do, I take that to heart._&,5o -

The - only thlng that I flnd frustratlng today 1s that several

".surveys ‘have shown of recent polltloal hlstory that 1last: year we had’ alV
‘ greater success in pushlng changes through Congress than any Pres1dent

since 'the end ‘of World War I except for . Elsenhower in ’53, who had a’

\ 'more llmlted agenda, and Johnson in’ '65 who- ‘had’ a more supportlve\,~j
, Congress.. And the Amerlcan people don't know ‘that: ‘ : .

1 . .
% R .
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That's the new element'ln thls, the new: element and challenge 1n‘

‘Y,publlc life’ today lS that the PreSIdent has' to try to . reach ‘the Amerlcan
. ~people through an’ enVIronment a: reportlng,va press env1ronment that is-
more negative- and more’ edltorlal and sometimes’ less accurate. I mean,:

those aren’t. my’ conclus1ons, those are- conclu31ons that: have been -

.:arepeatedly drawn by 1ndependent students of thlS who, don’t have an axe
rﬂ“fto grlnd . R . I L h AR

That lS what makes 1t so hard because when you re d01ng what

'people hired you. to do, and. when you re making chanqes and- they Stlll
;. don’t. know it, and you're not' sure ‘'you-‘have . a. way: to, make sure’ they flnd %
, {yout that .is’ ‘a. troubllng thlng . And ‘I’d say that’s. the. blggest new'’ ‘

hallenge of governing, and it. really rewards those 'whe don’t want to

 change. Basically this klnd of enVIronment is good for ‘the . status quo
I_Vbecause .there’s no premium, there's no penalty to be paid for i -
.“lrrespon51blllty - You, just say, well _you. don’t like thlS you don’t i
- 1ike that, you don’t’ 1like “the’ other thlng And people are’ so - skeptlcal;"‘
. and they don’t know - what’s going on that. they re prepared “they” re ff
'f~ﬂpredlsposed to belleve whatever bad - thlng they hear So:that makes. it g
. even more dlfflcult So I thlnk ln that sense, the env1ronment 1s moref
“challenglng S EXE v ; : .

Sy
(R

Butfthere are tlmes in the past when“lt has been\so.f Jefferson -

;:fffaced a very hostile environment in. a“ ‘narrower sense: . And’ Truman ln a
‘,}totally dlfferent way dld | 'So, these are. -= that's why there =3 no
hlstorlcal perlod or characters that are exactly parallel.vw '

. = . B
RN .’ L . " N s
) . E .

v

o And you also have a press == I belng a freelance member_

v“of 1t “- who, is:not- always partlcularly well- -informed. in hlstory and
’fvery frequently make statements that are 1naccurate . :

MRS CLINTON° That’s one of the thlngs that has been very

‘lnterestlng to me is;, partlcularly w1th respect to the Roosevelts: I‘d*;h

had always admlred the accompllshments of Mrs. Roosevelt, ‘and’ I had

,u%yremembered ‘her from: her days at the UnltediNatlons and partlcularly the:ﬂ‘
j”‘1960 conventlon w1th the role that. she played there °,y b S

*: .\;

So I always knew that she’ was a remarkable and accompllshed

w'<.person ﬁ But. -until I really began readlng a lot- about her and by: her

-+ did not. fully grasp what' she was up‘agalnst both in" terms ofi her " .
‘fﬁlnd1V1dual obstacles that had .to ‘be ‘overcome .in order to. establish her..*‘
own ldentlty as a partner ‘in. polltlcal change, but - also’ the A
~institutional’ obstacles that sheé confronted: ~And the more that I have *
*‘read about and by her, the greater my admlratlon has. grown because. shevj_
\truly was ‘not only the flrst of her kind, but probablyéone ‘of. a. klnd in .

the way she approached her responSIbllltles after her husband was
' N e '_i

N mv" : ",' ,.“-- . ‘n‘ : 2‘ v 3 A ', , ;
¥ ’ o s . -“ ’ L .‘.,-4‘: e i L - - e, .

V. ‘ ‘\:.;.
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" s strlcken w1th pollo, and how she worked $6 hard to. overcome all klnds ofg‘
*." personal restraints such as her shyness and: her ' lack of public speaklng ‘
-and all of those efforts: that .she .put into- maklng herself an effective
spokesperson for what. she believed; ‘and then facing the ridicule’'on a -
S personal level as. well as- a’pollcy level as to what: she belleved and how
e ".she’ pursued her- beliefs’ and the role she played and on and on: . I have
L Just been so admlrlng e ‘ : i S R
f' ’-; : Y . o
R - And years,ago, I ‘was . asked to ]Oln the Franklln and Eleanor ,fji'
Roosevelt Instltute, whlch I dld.f And I’ve never had a chance ) L
personally to. v1s1t Hyde Park or Valk Hlll (phonetlc), but B\was able to :
keep up to date w1th a lot of the publlcatlons.~f‘ LT . . RS

: And what" we are Stlll flndlng out about how Mrs.,Roosevelt

1nfluenced what ‘went ‘on,- and how she: stood up agalnst her, crltlcs, I"
. thlnk should ‘be -much .more broadly known.’ And you ‘have- 'done a’ good ]Ob
”fln tnylng to set’ the hlstorlcal record stralght,‘both about Mrs S

Roosevelt and others who have been here.:- : S ’120<

— > 7
4

,Z?Q o It must also be very frustratlng when 4— (GAP IN TAPE)

Ll and you sometlmes see an_ express1on you’ve used sometlmes —~llghtn1ng
rod - when you ‘see. 1mages or carlcatureswthat are wholly 1naccurateuw

e };5 THE PRESIDENT Oh yes, I watch the news sometlmes or. read a‘f;,-
paper and I thlnk - they’d ‘say . somethlng about me, -and I say,’ well, T -
2 .wouldn’t- be for that guy- either. (Laughter ) You- know\what I mean? -
‘ " 'You feel like you’reé sort.of atardboard cutout ‘a. cartoon ‘character. :
) .. But. 1t's part of the! challenge of the tlme ‘in whlch we Iive: It’s just -
DR Cerdts requires a whole dlfferent set of strategles for trylng to get
C through 1t.vu USRI : .;wc', o v/x‘,, A : A
DA Let me ask you, rare. there any partlcular objects, any
partlcular portralts in. the Whlte House, any” partlcular rooms; that have .
- come: ‘to mean sowethlng partlcularly spec1a1 or lmportant to both of you’d:
. MRS CLINTON . Oh there s 50 many One of the best parts aboutx
_ llvlng here 1s feellng that every day you' encounter another plece of
Amerlcan hlstory ' And’ when we first. came,‘we Just' searched every nook .
and cranny to . find. memorabilia- ‘and portralts and . other thlngs that we ',

[ could put on dlsplay, and learned a. lot. about how 'the house had: been:.

- used in the past and- how the’ house ‘had been really modified. over tlme to' .

; Cfill 1ts many' functions. . I mean, it is'a: museum. It is the house of.
L fdp the: head of state It is’a publlc bulldlng "And it is a- resldence
There are so many aspects. y;:; R T

1

7
.

: And we have a lot of the. artwork now*that was formerly ind
storage on dlsplay 1n the Whlte House,\ And we are 1n the process of

S ey
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. .:maklng sure we have ‘Somewhere deplcted 1n the West wlng or ln the house
| every. Pre51dent and First. Lady that's every lived here, so that we have

some klnd of memory of thelr presence.p,,g;h U y, T ‘uof,

¢

\’ Lo e - .o Ea : }.“~

o And when the Pre51dent's offlce was done up on. the second floor

5 4;’

ool . 8 S N

THE PRESIDENT ‘The- plcture of Llncoln whlch you --you vewseen

1the peace, whlch was done not" -long before. he was-killed.. And" they re on

‘”wanted to do to heal the country after the war.

A Shlp and they tre theré Wlth an-admiral’ and with, 'as I- remember,g
‘General Grant and maybe’ General ‘Sheridan’ or Sherman -—'maybe it’s
" Sherman =- and the admlral “and there’s a ralnbow in‘the background

And ‘it was Such a clear - Llncoln ‘had a Very clear 1dea of what he" ;

‘

v.,. .

And when he dled and then when Pre51dent Johnson came in:. and he

,_¢was weakened 3and the reconstructlon ‘took .a-far’ more. draconlan turn,

‘,iI‘ve often thought that that was a. sort of an. unexplered. tragedy in.

¢ American ‘history. because I think it hardened attitudes - ‘in the. South and.

Y. made. it-more difficult for us to work through the - issues’ of" racej - and

© "+ also kind of ratlfled the economlc backwardness of the place for a long
',.tlme.‘«“ Sl S A R

. [ s oot e i A . . s R
< J L A s
i

3

anyway, that plcture s very good.“ 5';:»;.n_ O o ,ng“ryy

y

L . There s - a plcture 1n here 1n my d1n1ng room that I brought down'y
" from the Llncoln Bedroon so. Ii‘could see it every. day," because I don‘t go .-

~back to the Llncoln room everyday, called "Waltlng for’ the Hour " And .

cooddit’s ar ‘burich ‘of slaves 51tt1ng in a dark room flve mlnutes before' ' e

B :gmldnlght before the effective date of the’ Emanc1patlon Proclamatlon,‘l

, - - which: arguably the most 1mportant document ever 51gned 1n the Whlte

o House"" ' o T ‘ : S (r‘ ‘;\_ e e »,," S

w ,oo

: e And 3ust seelng that every day remlnds me of the enormous iiLL

fylmportance ‘of. the pre51dency and, trying. to get it rlght at whatever
~point . in hlstory you happen to serve. Those two plctures really mean a..
lot to me. :»j o - . v ‘ . L u/ S : o TN ‘\ A

(

PEN : e f \ . . . :
: ' N Ty . P . N L
. :

=ﬁﬁ:;:Q " 'ﬁg Are there partlcular Pres1dents and Flrst Ladlesd—¥ﬁa‘”

‘."‘1 \‘ ' : T,
)

coe oy : T \.l? R T R P IPE I SRR

B B . « e n s e e A Lo . - i , s
0 N . M ' L PR . . B e A
. e s . [N 4 . . . ' E. "

‘ of the Re51dence Wthh is- the Treaty Room, we pa1d*spe01al attentlon to -
'maklng sure we- could get back 1nto that room-a lot of the piecesof art§
o and furnlture and .other' memorabllla that meant somethlng to the house.’ ,
iﬂfAnd then he' particularly. enjoys looklng at.all that is there ‘and know1ng"'
. "the history of 1t and understandlng where 1t came . from and what 1t '

';deplcts.jQ- A : : o : :

.‘flt --‘that’s in.the Llncoln Bedroom, w1th hlS mllltary adv1sers plannlng‘.“

R L And a’ 1ot of that stuff ‘is just Stlll belng played out" today, .
'sadly enough Cine southern pOllthS -= Stlll belng played out But '
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,Q,wqueetlon I would ask to both of you -~~are there partlcular Pre81dents:7
- and. First. Ladies whom you both admire or- flnd partlcular 1nsp1ratlon

from?, I.. know : -y ou. mentloned Llncoln and Truman. . I was wondering, Mrs.

o :ﬁcllnton, ‘if there wereée both Pre81dents and Flrst Ladies- that YOu sort: of‘
'wb«emulated or took hope from Vo . ,

\: "/*t».
. - ¢ . S, s

MRS CLINTON' Oh there s so many of them. I mean, there are -

fmaspects of personalltles of so many, as” well as thelr accompllshments“;‘
, ’}that I find.very. 1mportant and supportlve T have become a\great R

- ‘admirer of both Roosevelts, much to' the’ dlsmay 'of my- father R
{‘(Laughter Y And I've become a great admlrer of "both Trumans. ‘And " we'*
. were: partlcularly pleased to ‘have. Margaret Truman Danlels v151t us and
"]spend time with. us,.whlch I had found a great joy I-am a great admlrer »
of ‘the Kennedye. And, my frlendshlp and time: with' Jackle Kennedy Ona551s-

*fwas one of the most extraordlnary opportunltles of ny- life. I am. an
. great admlrer of. Pre51dent Johnson’s ‘domestic: accompllshmente And I

** think Mre Johnson is- one of the most effectlve women who has ever llved‘ |
.”here. o \.‘..,v. ’ o ‘,‘&_A. ‘ ‘,k‘f,ﬁ‘;;, :Au> T NI

. .. ,L/'
. { - o ¢ ;

L N I admlre greatly Betty Ford's personal bravery and outspokennessi‘
on women’s’. 1ssues and partlcularly ‘the ERA. and breast cancer when it was,

" not. at all. easy. ' I .think“:that both . ‘President’ ‘and’ Mrs. ‘carter ‘made ‘a -

fq,~‘great contrlbutlon to a ‘lot. of ‘the dlfflcult issues that confronted the:‘
v country And I’ thlnk ‘that. Mrs. Carter’s work on. behalf of: mental health'.
’ and\Pre51dent Carter’s contlnulng example after he left the Whlte House ;

s a’ great legacy ,"4~;‘_ A,{ A»‘ T ».;,.4 ./z

.\ v‘v
[

L

- "I really appre01ated a: lot of the struggles that confronted ,
_NancyﬂReagan when. she was’ attemptlng to define- herself and’not be,“”'f
'deflned and try to live, her.life -and support ‘her’ husband as she thought

. -was best. for Her.': And- I always enjoyed belng around both President and S

M~‘Mrs. Bush whom we had .some dcquaintance with because of her husband'
4~t1me as governor. "And I've always found them very easy toxtalk to and
:‘very grac1ous and hOSpltable ,;,T; _,,‘.;‘W ;“ ;; : .W,, 5 .

RIS And T thlnk that you ‘can look at the people that I have
'}:personally met or. at. least have had: some acqualntance wlthkas a-more .’
”'grown up. person,- and see: admlrable characterlstlcs in: them.l And I -must .
. say that I‘only met President leon once ‘~- when he came’ ‘to the White
fHouse to’ speak with the Pre51dent about Ru551a prlor to the meetlng w1th
‘ Yeltsln. And he- came -to the- second floor where ny. daughter.and I were
‘waltlng to greet him, and he ‘had prepared what,he was . going to say ton
“both. of - us.~ ‘So when he.’ ‘met: Chelsea, _he" 1mmed1ately began talking about

her school, which is a ‘school both’ of his’ daughters attended -and his- e

.jmemorles of that school and hlS tlme there.(“aww o ,“,“ )

'
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L c . o . L. R . : - B T
LT . oo M S e . N . LT, e LN « . o . B

i

Andehen he met me, he 1mmed1ately talked about health care, and'



. . sald you are attemptlng to now do what T trled to do, because PreSLdentl\
. “Nixon had proposed a’ natlonal health care: plan. ‘And I was. very ~

1mpressed by his. 1ntellectual capac1ty and .his dlsc1pllne in the way he’

had prepared just to say. hello to us. f.;%”j" . . R

Cff i'“w ei So although I have grave polltlcal dlsagreements w1th many oﬁ 75
the ‘people who have been: here, I think’ you ;do not get to thlS ‘position "

" without.a lot of . admlrable personal characterlstlcs that oftentlmes get’»\

i .. eéither. overlooked or: overshadowed by the pressures of the time. And
Lo itrse ‘very 1mportant and I. ‘must say -one. of ‘the great thlngs I admlre,

5 about my - husband is: ‘his humlllty ‘in the face of “this respon81blllty andhf{
~ his w1lllngness to understand that even: though you are elected j" IR

‘Pre51dent you are really a. servant. leader ~And ‘that is" sometlmes
mlsunderstood because people are . morescomfortable w1th authorltarlan .
symbols, if you will: But I think’ we. are all better ‘served if; desplte ‘
whatever 1mpress1ve credentlals ‘and strong personal characterlstlcs a -

_.person. brlngs to the pos1tlon ‘of the pres1dency, that they also. bring: a:;\

- real dose:of humlllty -as well, because these problems are for any time.
" ones that demand often. answers ‘that are not easy and’ certalnly not
) eas11y explalned except by some hlstorlcal perspectlve.ﬁﬂ<'

~

) THE PRESIDENT ' I’ve got to go pass the crlme blll CKLaughter;}fR

TQ‘jﬁﬁ‘; Well thank you very much. 1?3 2
A 'h;myangHE PRESIDENT Thank you ‘w;f,;.‘jzv“_.ﬁ.jpxgg'{gﬁ'
: R R N R R P Y
\ . AT o LS I really apprecnate thlS.; g ‘ : ST

aoo '1MRS CLINTON Thank you for all your hard work at trylng to
v.{<vmake hlstory relevant to people ) .

1\ IR - N . e 3 B

;) - + . o « H- . . g

THE PRESIDENT We would be so much better off 4o you sald a . .
very perceptlve thlng If the’ people -1 flnd that the’ reporters who -

-tend- to. be. the ‘most, from my perspectlve most effectlve and tend ‘to beitv

the- most falr 1n balance are those that’ have the deepest hlstorlcal

sense.vfﬁknfjf% ,a:. - d.,.l_ J:A .H‘(‘\,_e
oL B in“«7v They - ‘have ‘a greater sense, too, of what 1t is: you‘both |
. . o.are. g01ng through ‘ahd trying to. accompllsh I told my - I sald it’s .
o 'not ]ust change, it’s: 1mprovement . U . :
- ® ", v o . - . o e

l‘vMRSx CLINTON That’s a. good way of puttlng 1t.:"r.’

'QTHELPRESIDENT . Good llne.:

T T T e el - I o

QL Thank you very much. Q*n‘;ﬁ[‘?x'f‘ o o
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