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INTERVIEW-WITH THE 'FIRST' LADY 
\ AT PRESS .AVAlLAB'ILITY WITHMRS'.-.,YELTSIN, 

, ":THE , WHITE,HOU~E ' ,-, , : ' 
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, ".,INTERV1EWER: Mrs'. Yeltsin;" wh'at:do -yqu 'find',most (: 

:'interestihg-about ,this ,tour? what: does "she' f irid most \, 
,

'interesting ,about this tour?," 
.1"' I, , . . ~ '. 

'" .... , , 

. "" ~,S ~ Y~LTS~'N,:: ..Evefyth'ing. "~'Itf s' j\!S't'· (inaud~bl~') ~ 
I've ,see;n' (lnaudlble). "They're charmlng, people. L would , " 

like to' taKe this piece of America'back with me'. ,'. ' 
. . , .' , " .' " 

, " '. r • - ~ , •. ,,' . • ~. ' l'" 
''', INTERVIEWER:' Mrs. ~ Clinton, I would like ,to ask 

,what the two of'·you have been do~ng,and 'enjoying'your, ­
:r:-elationship together.' ',:' , . ., - ", 

,MRS~' ,CLINTON: ., 'We- haveb~eri'hav-ing a 'very·'good ..time' 
together ~ ',Arid really ,every time we have -had' the' opportu'nity , 

:,to visit together ,'I ,have -enjo'y,ed, it" beca,use Mr:s.' -Ye}t'sin, is' 
veryc;:on~~rnedabout" a lot' of the ,.'same, issues thatI'J'!l ' 
concerned, abou,t,artd parti'cularly;'health arid especially 
children's 'liealth~.' , '.', " . ,~':-', ' ,,' 

"\' , 

, 'You may",recal~ 'that I 'visited a : hospital, -iiL Mosdow, - ' 
w.ith, Mrs,.. Yeltsin oh my 'trip there. Arid since-then, ,we have, 

" 

-, 
tried tb ,monitor and ass,ist: both governmental, an~private :;', ; 

',' efforts ,aimed atgivin-g', to the good doctors,and hurses ,in', 
Rus:sia the equipment 'and the 'res'our¢~s they,'- need .. tp qe able 
to -db, the work they w~>uld "lik~ .-to do,.,,: " ,; " " .' ':, 

, ,". ", ,'f,'" ' 

,I '. , ':- . And, ,~~- fact,~,~me of, th~ '.reas'ons we -are"h~:r:-e at~ _ 
, Georgetown .is because ,Of "t.he ',rel:a.ttonship that this hospital, 

,has ,with.'the Ped'iatr:iclnstitute in st. Petersburg,'thanks to 
, the ,very ,'generous efforts of Maestro Rostokovich (phonetic) .' ' ' 

, ' So we, t'alk about that, and we talk about food and flowers and 
.. /," . 
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·childrenand.hu~baiidsa.rtd just have. a very. good re]:~t'ionship', . 
,' . 'that ,I :valtie very much. ,\ " " . 

'/ 

• ' '. I' "" 

" ,. . . 

. . INTERVIEWER: ,Have 'you begun: thinking about' next 
.year's health care'·reio'rmfight} Can you-telL uswl).ere yqu,

" '.' are inthat'process?" . . . , ' " 

'. ,MRS. CLINTON:: Well~' ~e are c'ertainlY thiriking.· 
abqut .healthcar,e refor'm, because :the ': i'ssuesare npt· going to . ; 

. ' go awa.y~ as ,D1f~' Hauser' (phonetic)' saId .. "Hqspitals'ai:~going '", 
.' to be tiri.det continuing p;ressures' because ,of the financing . 
. But the ,real issues 'are: .the' people'issues" the families' of, "/ 
our countrY'",rid their health' needs.' . 

" ." ! -,,"', " 

, ' Those needs' .arenotgoing to go. away, and ·so' the 
,President and 'I are not going .~tog6,away. We will 'continue '. 

f t,,' 

J J \ ,'to talk ",boutwhatgreati special pri:v:~leg.~·s Ameri9ans hav:~ 
becau!Se ofthehealth,caresystein.we (enjoy: but 'how he. way· we 

'finance.it and'the fact, we' do leave 'millions ,of our fellow ' 
,'q'itizens out of acc~ss' to qU<l,lity he}llth care .:lS 'something 'We 
haye to address. . And ,sQ"we/will cOl)tinue to work on 'that. ' . "'" , ,. . ",' 

" 1 : • ,,' f / • 

··.INTERVI~WER:.ShoUid' ~e believe' those :Who,;sa~ that· 
yo'u will riot,'be leadim~ the charge .next year? , 

J' 

MRS • CLiNTON :. ,. Ph,' I dQh'it think you, shouI'd believe", 
everything YO,u r~a4,. do you? . I think ,the important thing is .. , .' " 

"that thelfe ar:e mill~ons of Alnericans ,-- it's not ju~t one, or 
" ,two people,:--, who know that, we, need to' makechartges. And 
. they will 'all' contfn:ue .to ,work together to try to, create an. 

:' environment in.which positive change can' take place.' . 
• ' '" )"'\ I., I' ".' '. >,., '. ,".' . ,~ 

,.1 "JNTER~IEWER: .What: questions. did. Mrs .... Yeltsinhave 
'about the' 'Kennedy 'Center" '~and "What, description,h~ve 'y.otigiv~l,l" 

" h.er of"its ,hi,story? ' "" ' . '" 
~ .~. . I' • • °c" 

':. ). '. "',." A PARTICIPANT:, '1, have told her' s6met,hing:of: its' 
Presidential memorial character 'and' describedit'to her. . 
And~ so far as t "cari's'ee; she is imp).7essed' an~ i,j.kes vei:y 

, mucih .what. 'she' :sees.You 'could ask, her.;' ,....'.!... -\ 

''\. ,. , ;­

• '. " 'I " 

" "INTERVIEWER: What dQ y~tithink, Mrs .. Yeltsin? v \' 
,~ .' . " .,' ' ". . 

MRS. YELTSIN:. ,The Kennedy 'Center', my f ir8t 
i'mpression is, it's very magnif1cent. .• (Inaudibl~) " 
Everyth:Lt:t9 is just (inau~ible)~" 'This test!,fies tc:> the:' 
(-inaudible) .. 
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, ',INTERVI~WER': ,,: Ml;"s. C11nton"back to the health care '. 
,"reform ,issue~, ',if'"you don't' mind. 'How ,have you reacted to thE;! ",- ",' 

c;1emise of healthreform this, y~ar?, • Becaus'e i:thas certain~y .',' 
:been 'described in pr~tty, emphatic'terms, in' various media. :', 
'And can', you, define what 'went wrong?:" , 

, 
-:, ' MRS • "CLINTON: Oh:, I ddi-t' tthink this is't'he time ' 

for me, t;:o ,give a long answer to ,that. I think wha:t\~'s 
- ,important 'is~hat:went right and ,what's: going to: go' on inth~ 

, future. ' Bec(:luse health care, refo'rin ,Is "now' on the', national' 
agenda. ! ,,',' ,'t, 

",.' '.:'. 

And tnat'1sa ~j:g stepf~rw~rd ;f6r' otir:;~~iintry. 
Millions of people' have learned 'about 'an : issue ~ndhave"" , 
learned what 's at stake;' for" their own :(ut~res ,: with' respect, 
,to oqr health care ,system. And I amveryconrinitted ,to, doing 
whatevcar 'I, can to make sure ,that the families that' I, ' 
perso'nally 'met,' the more' than' a, million' people who wrote 

, me about, ttteir'h.ealth care, needs, ':and al'l of the ',stories 
I heaid.ove,r the 'past 20 months are 'not forgotten. " " " 

I.', • i., '. ',,", ,.,' i·., ,'.' , ',.", ' .• ,. .• , ",' 'I' ., 

Because' th~' prq:Ole~s :will'not g~ away,. " ,And .we are 
so lucky: in ,thiscQuntry. ' . We just came 'fr,6m one ,of our, 
'pr'eIriiere hospitals~ 'And we'ought, to be' grateful".for ,what 'w.e 
hav~,. :But we a'iso Qughtto.-r.ec6gnize that we need' 'f to: do :,:', 

.J?etter. ' And'- We can do better'. ,Arid we can strengt.hen our 

.sys~em .. And that'willcol)tinue t6.-be,an issue, thqt',I .care 
,very much about and workon'for'theforeseeable 'futur~~ 

. , 
.f 

" \ w ,'INTERVIEWER:, Mrs.' Cl'in:ton, you once 'predicted 'a ' 
/ future outcry for singJe payer system i£:, Y9ur ,plan,fa:~led." , , : 

\'( , 'Do "you think that' s gqingto happen? ' 
'. " . . " ' ./ 

i' 

, ,MRS. 'CLINTON:,Oh, .'1' think ;w~ ju§thav~. 'to, see how' 
'things develop in the "next·' months'·about' .how this occurs and 

, I -"what peopie say andwP'atthey ,want.:, But ,I ,thlnkthatft's' ".' 
important --this is a long-'term: p;roble,m,.' , And i t ~ sa<pro~iem 

,that has developed ov~r ,dec.ades',.' And. th,e kinds' of ,concerns ' 
that brought thePresideritto deaJing' with'health'care are 
not g()ing, away. ' . " ' ';, 

,,'. ; And ,so hoy! people' wii'f ;react' OVE;!:t, the ne~t 'months 
a'hd years 'to 'our, success'in dealing ,with ,those probl~msor 
our failure will be, 'something that we'll have to watch:.: i 

'can't predict e,xabtly'how it, will' turp, Ol,It,. ; But:I think'that' 
the problems that ,were identified will, not' get better6p ,,' 

, :their 'own .. ' , ' 
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, I INTERVI EWER: . You don/t' s'eem b.itter or de'sponde,nt, 

, M;rS,.", Clinton. ,',; 'I,':.. 
, , 	 1/', 

, , 
. .·MRS. CLINTON: I "m' not.'.I/m .very "':~, this ,has been,' 

an e'xtraordinal:'Y experience ~;' I fe.el ve,ry, lucky, to have been' 
'a'part of the national debate'.about health care reform. . 

" . , '. .. . . ,.. ~ " .."., ,,' .'.' 	 , , . 
,- .: 	

Because there lS, I)ot. a more 1mportant doIilest:;t:c:· lSSW~S . that 
confronts every one', of qs, i whetherw~' be individuals or . 
family members' or workers' or employers or in the: goverrtment:'J 

, '. . ,', " . . " , '",. 	 ~' . -. 

, ' So" ~t " is·: an ongoing' challenge. 'But" I a:m ve~y 
pleas~d at how far we have come 'with this, 'debate~' And, I,lm ' 

'also v~ry confident thatevEmtually, ,our"couritrywill resolve' 
thefinaric.1ng. p~oble'ms, which~ ar~'the real'problems in ,our, ,", ' 
health care sy~tem",and, will keep faith' wittl the majority, of,

" ' 

'Americ!ins, who wan~~ secure h~alth. c::::ar~. coverage :fc?r. ,themselves 
v' ; and, their ' children. ' ',' ,, \, ," ,,', 	 " I . ' 

Th'ank, y~)U. 

,. (END ,01" SPEECH), \ . 
'*' * *, * *: 
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