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MRS CLINTON' Well I appre01ate your comlng 1n<,

‘"and I hope that if you.have-.any questlons that you would: like
.to. ask, that’ you will feel free to ask them. zBecause I know~fu“

that thlS (1naud1ble) for a long. time and, for a varlety

‘a}reasons, 1t kept falling into the cracks.‘ and I really thlnk

- that your" coverage personally and the Journal’s’ coverage - ‘
- . generally has .been so. balanced 1n the sense/of belng
V‘accurate,.you know.z

A . / M. N N Lo ! = . Lot
‘,

_\1 /.

MRS CI'.;II*I’I‘()N‘j It has done a real serVLCe because

,V71f somebody ever went back and’ read. all of .your! storles over
.- this. ‘time; they would understand ‘the 1ssues and they would

understand the dOWHSlde, and' they would have a pretty clear
1dea of the polltlcal glve and take w1th=respect to the Tl

+

And one of the thlngs that has struck me though 1s

lfrhow (1naud1ble) what I think of is excellent coverage by you

and pretty good coverage by a.few other of ‘the . .papers, .we’

. ”;Stlll haven’t been ‘able to explaln th1s 1ssue.; 'And maybe : -
"Uflt’s the nature of the 1ssue. 3;:A:< . o ,-‘ I

And 1f supporters back. in, you know, '33 and '34

.klfhad felt they;were too- compelled to explaln pensions to. .
.- " Americans, . it wouldn’t have worked either. - Instead, they,

basically. talked about what Roosevelt wanted to dolw1th

- Social: Security.and ‘they kind of, you know, ' the analysis"’ SR

w1th -- with the. polltloal program.: "Not as' a_ process, but

o J.‘sort of polltlcal because the llnes were drawn ‘in- that. way

H

R And 1t has been 4 == the blggest surprlse to me 1n\f B
vf~the last year how difficult 1t is to-get . even'the basic *
'flnformatlon across to people. You know (1naud1ble) Medlcald

v A
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"ﬁ'f"'.g I mean, I -- I bet if we took a poll in. the Whlte\

" of reform must have done. ! I. want to do ocur best to -

":Elssue.j‘

House -or. in the newsroom of The wWall Street Journal you ...

i.l.wouldn't get 20 percent of the: people who really knew how o
‘3~Medlcare 1s funded They klnd of they know 1t's‘-—m

i

(Inaudlble )

,,‘: .
a : R L0 -

MRS CLINTON. '-- taxes or, somethlnq And because

f:delue Cross is the admlnlstrator 1n a 'lot of ‘ways," people ,
a'thlnk it’s prlvate.f I mean, they just don’t have any 1dea.

L So part of what ‘you know, I. sald thlS mornlng at 1;"
GW that this 1s ‘a journey, -and : 1t's not .over, and it’s. g01ng

to- contlnue. _But part of what I.want to do a better. job
than I must -have done last year and people who ‘are in favor
communicate more effectlvely and to’ give, you know, whatever
1nformatlon would be useful for people to understand thls

A\‘.“‘r § ,4‘.
C ;\

I’m not I don’t thlnk overly optlmlstlc that

R

‘ﬁfwould be in any way counter these ‘incredible interests that‘

are agalnst reform, that have ‘always 'been agalnst reform, and

- " "they will . Stlll be: out there on lines (inaudible)” screaming .
" 'the 'sky’ is falllng on that. But at least it --'it, might

Aposs1bly be a’' -~ a- dlscu531on that had a llttle more factual

T

‘ba51s and reallty factual bas1s., ‘M PR TARRA

(. . ! . .o .,.»«{

s
4

now, klnd of selllng (1naud1ble) 1n a better way’ S T

Q Because one thlng that always struck me 1s, you

N know, partly it’s a failure. of~ me .and.my " colleagues o i
"‘(1naud1ble) to explaln much better.- Because - it .always struck ,q
. me when I went outside the beltway not just 'how 1little’ people. .

'~ knéw about.your plan, - just how stronq - I mean, the AR ,
‘amlslnformatlon out there. A ~'w [. R

oo

But what do you thlnk --‘I mean, what mlstakes dld

-;“lyou make 1n trylng to sell 1t"~And how could you do 1t
' better’ AR . :

MRS CLINTON . Well, . "wé ‘made' -

Q Or 1s 1t just that 1t’s eas1er to be agalnst

g

ﬁ o Q Is that belng dlscussed in the Whlte House rlght w\f.



somethlng, be an opponent “to. deflne 1t as: b1g government
3 and taxes. \_5 N R ,;'_ , ,,;,_ - :

s .
wy
ISR

MRS CLINTON' I thlnk —— well I thlnk we made

“f{ﬁ morevthan our. share of mlstakes and, ‘you* know, that's .one of
- . the’ thlngs that'I personally have spent a lot. of tlme

thinking. through and- trylng to’ analyze. = I thlnk we .-= we

?Ahad a belief that given whereée all the _players were at. the'j
»’start of the process, that there was 'a lot of . potentlal for.

movement for an eventual compromlse.' And I, thlnk - I thlnk

'f'?that ‘was an accurate assessment at the tlme.ﬂ*

I don’t thlnk we fully apprec1ated how qulckly and

i“ude0151vely .the. atmosphere in Congress turned to be S0 . S
'+ ‘partisan and we were not’ prepared for really deallng w1th\‘\q:.“
N }that .as well as we' mlght have. I thlnk .alsor we were . not' '
, "1aware 'of 'how the competing 1mperat1ve '‘of the budget which
},Vreally ‘took over everythlng, and once it did,- requlred ‘that

‘'we 'in health care’ not ‘talk: very much about 1t -I.mean, - that

''was really the -- ‘I think a. smart dec1s1on because the budget

.

t: had to be the’ flrstfor we would never have gotten anythlng

.

Once we were unsuccessful 1n gettlng health care

'reform accepted with the ‘budget, which we tried very ‘hard to

do. ‘We. then ran into an 1mmovab1e object; Senator: Byrd.a

“k“Then once, the- ‘budget becameé first and foremost in: everybody’s !
o mind,, nobody ‘wanted- anybody to say or do anythlng ‘that would'’ B
Fupset the budget vote.' But I think what we' should have done, . .

even though we would have abided by the strong request of the

“Democratic, leadershlp, we should have ‘done- more background
”;checklng, ‘we: should have done more work w1th --‘~' s

A
i

Q You mean on the Hlll° R

‘MRS CLINTON. Well the press.’ I mean,!WIth the

:Vpress, -and with varlous 1nterest groups and on the. Hillw We
‘ﬁj:contlnued to do it on the’ Hill, ‘but we couldn’t" ‘give: them any‘
~'paper. & mean, ‘that was one of our reéal dllemmas because .
o everybody was’ afrald that . 1f we gave a piece of paper w1th .
» . financing. optlons to have -- kind of-a spec1al (lnaudlble) totf!a'
“have them, - you know, well,  then, - you know, that would get to -
you -and.you -would do‘your ]Ob ‘it’s-be in the paper, ‘and then.
‘;we'd lose ten votes. in Callfornla over the one’ Aissue, or . ,
gisomethlng llke that, you know.. ' So -- I 'mean, it - it putlus~_~
;o inca - -- it’ put us in'a really dlfflcult ‘box and you' know, 1‘¢:J

_just WlSh that we had ‘been able to be more effectlve in

e flgurlng ways out of thatwbox that wouldn't have\undermlned

:..;'
i



e T the 1mperat1ve of the budget but could have glven us - some
. . more support about the process. : : \ Do o P :

: That blll was drafted by leglslatlve drafters 1n‘“
the basement of ‘the Cannon Bulldlngf .There was. 'a‘core of .
S people at all tlmes who knew- everythlng and they ‘were R :
L ﬂ' pr1nc1pally, you- know, leadershlp in committee’ staff types. .
o . .80 there- f-lthere was a good strong base off of whlch to o

P bulld.‘,‘“n~'z_ - .

. B S X . .« . | e ,.-' .
‘ b NN \r . 3

T But there S .ho doubt that belng captlve to the o
Vo, -f*' budget flrst .and. then captlve to NAFTA ‘both -of .which were
e leglslatlvely inevitable given the way the Congress works,

. worked’ agalnst us. "And T -- I think that we mlght have --
I’m not -~ 1 can't say what I would have done . dlfferently,( ‘
“but I thlnk ‘it was a‘real problem for-us becduse. we couldn't
think of a way to. deal w1th that desplte how dlfflcult it

g was.f K : » : .

And I also thlnk that we took a good p051t10n by )

. draftlng a bill, because the'---the Democratic leadership and-
:a‘;»,; even the Republloans we were worklng with enoouraged us. to
. . - draft the bill. . And we thought that hav1ng a bill. that was:
. : , , clearly a’ negotlatlng document - would ‘move. us faster ‘than by
LS T merely presentlng prlnc1ples or a mark, but then. you'd have

ST ‘to get-it:into legislative language.f And it would also =
S th ., 0 permit it to be scored, whlch ‘was . Very 1mportant for the

‘ . T dlscu551on to go forward. CEN

."!
N

be klnd of put 1nto the worst of both worlds.,A

L NN
i Lo , .
R

SN R 7? I mean, we went w1th mandatory alllances in part . .o

because that was in the" Cooper-Breaux bill.' ~So we saw that
vas a ‘good idea. substantlvely, ‘but also a polltlcally ‘wise -

R posltlon because there was something. that, you ' know, two, so—~) B

called moderates ‘had already advocated but that there was
plenty of room for mov1ng off of 1t : ~
e j:rf IR So that 1f it were not successful on 1ts own, -you. ~
o : move to, you know, voluntary purcha51ng coops, you moved down
the size of the entlty required to' be 1n the . purcha51ng ’
? group, so. there was a lot of room for maneuverablllty

"'.MO.I;{ET,':: ;

But what we dldn’t reallze is that many of the T
features we.put . 1nto the plan, which we always intended to. be
“the basis for .compromise, would become the basis: 1nstead for - -
“the polltlcal attack by" the 'interest groups and that we would o

-

; . o ia . - VA ~ " . . ,.‘ R o

-
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. And what I just mlssed - I guess everybody dld ——i~
was ‘how . our flrst p051tlon,'wh1ch we said’ when we 1ntroduced;
<'the b111 ‘we have no pride of - authorshlp, you" know, ' let’s --
that the 1nterest groups would séize on that and deionize it
‘as. opposed ‘to actlng in. the, good faith: they promlsed that ﬁ,}“
they ‘would act in. ~Which meant that we would- get down to -

"maklng ‘whatever’, you know, ‘changes ‘had to be imade’ that were
conslstent w1th the pres1dent’s bottom llne.,:“ e .

A We never got that chance.'«And I thlnk probably 1t '
was a mistake ‘on. our part not to press harder for 1t in someyr'

ways,»but --"’i':f R KRR R T .

ng Not to press harder for the mandatory alllances° .

“MRS. CLINTON',{" No, . no, no, no.; Not to. press harder T
for the process.. B N”uﬁf TS C e W

” o . . . ) R P . . .

Q The---‘all r1ght gf“f.”ﬁﬁ,if[’iy~?. A

‘.

v

'* MRS CLINTON. But we were: --4we ‘were' klnd of
caught in‘a == in‘a’ ‘couple binds. ' One was the. chalrs of the
. '; various . commlttees wanted their tlme to. ‘do the. leglslatlve
L Work.s They did note-- they wanted it to. be a’ congre551onal
process. So. what we said. .was, finre, that's -= ‘We understand L
“that. - But then' you re g01ng to have to do the" negotlatlng
o Wlth the groups .~-. and we w111 back up - that ‘will move us "f
"‘1“}‘ towards a consensus.d-"‘ P e s - , KR
What we. -~ we made a mlstake is that they couldn't )
do that., I, mean, ‘once they were moved into-five dlfferent L,
‘ groups;’ it was ‘divide and conquer. * And -wé should have .
flgured out a way, even though we trled to. get a commlttee of
" the whole'--,we were unsuccessful with. that -- we ‘should. haveri
figured out" some way 'to’ keep ‘more of the process going to
brlng the groups in and to sit them down’” and to say, look, -
you know, thls 1s negotlable ‘for us, where would you move off

‘:”"’;*m/ . But 1nstead we - let the —= the congressmonal'
commlttees do that. because we . thought that was.the bést. way
"to.dovit. It turned out to be very dlfflcult to control ‘

Coat And then the other problem 1s that the Republlcans,ﬂ'
. in the Senate partlcularly, kept s1gna11ng all the way into . -
January of '94 ‘they .were’ ready for ‘a deal, ‘they were ready i

:-mj ,",vfor a deal but we could never get them to the table to talk

s toe, Y . ' e « " - T - f R w' . - PR -:
. \ . ) ./ S :. E :. ’. . . - ) MORE . ST - \ - " . N . SR
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V: about the deal.}xﬁﬂ 1‘gﬂ\hl‘}' R f7:uﬂ o
o : o Q Did. you try° T thlnk there s-a’ perceptlon out ud
‘“;there. I know ,that 'you’ve said time and time and. tlme ‘. o

. again’'-- ‘I thlnk back ‘on the. pre51dent's speech. last ..
‘f<;September == that you were flexible on all the details: except ,
 universal, coverage. Every -= everythlng else . was --, was, ~5,49 ‘

o known to be negotlable.h Nevertheless, therewas this -
.}fperceptlon out there . .that you weren't 1nterested 1n comlng to
“[the table and really cuttlng a- deal , : S >
J“j' s And is- that ‘an. accurate perceptlon° And why--- why
‘. 'was. it a perceptlon -= that perceptlon out .there?:" And dida.

ff“you try ‘to cut: ‘a deal’ I:'mean, did you try to. Slt down wlth
"John Chafee and --.I mean, I know you met regularly w1th him"

: ‘and kept’ in touch" ‘with him and you -met with Bob Dole ahd: all
;1that. But dld you:--'dld you make those overtures’ -?' oy

i

- ; ' MRS. CLINTON"fWell I ll tell you - T mean, I sat ’
““;]w1th -= w1th JohnChafee in May of 793 in my. offlce and - SRR
S Melanne was there. when I said; "Senator, do.you want to draft

.~ the blll w1th us’" ‘This- was’ after the budqet reconc111at10n

A’”thlng had fallen apart. »Because we would ‘have orlglnally put "

‘At in .as deficit reduction' and budget and it ‘would have had '
Cra sllghtly dlfferent shape than what 1t eventually had.l_..\,
: , But once that was cleared up, I sald }“Senator A S
';QlChafee, do you want" to draft the blll w1th us’” ‘He ‘said, no..
UuHe said I. want you: ‘to do- your b111 and I'will do: ‘my bill, but
", as I do my blll we will 51t down -and’ work .out ‘our :

" " ‘differences. | S0 ~-'I mean; I was. absolutely. convinced that ?'iii

, ‘what ‘would happen.f And that. may be’ another one of' my :
: mlstakes is == is that I. turned out - to be nalve about some of
thls.~ But that’s exactly what I thought would happen. NS

Now, as you recall he never qot hlS b111 drafted
L : Q- That's rlght.: He . unvelled 1t but he dldn’t
S ever submlt the leglslatlon --,““ o . . ‘

i)

MRS. CLINTON'* And all'-- and all - 'L

;f@~%5 A PARTICIPANT.a And 1t took hlm forever to unvell
L = Q I'm trylng to remember when that was.»d
Y(Inaudlble) was sprlng.‘f'e;- R T T

’ i . S
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MRS.;CLINTON:Qth, it was months. It ‘was --~
Q It was 1n -?j[ :ﬁyf :“;-".%"ﬁﬂ'wfxbf”

"f;j,[l,v‘ig; MRS. CLINTON. It wasv'94.. Tt wasfin the /64 ==

Q Nlnety-four, that's rlght. Wasfit sprinqnof’-Jff
S " MRS. CLINTON': 1 mean, we went all;through =- from _
that conversatlon “we.had countless meet1ngs'w1th his staff

‘partlcularly with Christy Ferguson. ‘We had constant- exchange**ﬁfJ

. 'of 1nformatlon and kept them 1nformed about how we were o
iy g01ng ' »

i
’ A

: fﬁ As late ‘as December of '93 Ira Magaz1ner, the much
mallgned Ira.-- who does not: ‘deserve. a lot of: the malignant
that he was: subjected to -- had a two-hour meetlng with.

~"senator Chafee. They'went over in detail. all of the ,

provisions. that were: potentlals for compromlse. I "have. a
‘memo- from -- memorlallzlng the meetlng .As of Decenber 793, -
" we still 'believed. that. they were g01ng to act 1n good falth.ﬁt.f
‘”and we’ would have a blll.; : . ,

o

[

IR And you know, Senator Chafee sald thlngs llke "f,
-\know that a lot of my colleagues are Just. adamant about the.

A“‘employer mandateé, -but I. think we can. _work.-out some- way of

dfcomblnlng thls,\employer and =- and-1nd1v1dual " We've, got’
~some problems w1th you know, ‘besides the benefits package.
But. we had done a hundred contlngency plans. about ‘how we

"7would cut back and ryou kriow, be -able to phase—ln more

- slowly ‘that’ Masn't a’ problem.- Just every s1nqle 1ssue
‘1and - that he was---i», Y ;; r_ L . ‘ .
. ARV : : c . .
o : Q Dld Bob Dole (1naud1ble) thls, that he was'«:g S
‘ftalklng to you° (Inaudlble) : i R
S , MRS CLINTON.} I assume he dld I mean,‘Ifassumet'
he dld because we. stayed in. touch w1th you know, Sheila
Burke: all the time. And every time I went to the Finance
,"Commlttee, all durlng the fall of ’93 and” --/I‘don’t know ., .
- when my’ 1ast meeting wlth the Finance Commlttee as a whole =
twwas. ‘But" all during that ‘time perlod .you know, Senator Doleu'
was there, Sheila Burke ‘was. often there, our legislative - . f

N 3

’lpeople who know them were worklng closely w1th them.;~4

And you know, anybody who came to us. w1th an 1dea,,

‘-;we sald let's work it. out, let's do the numbers, let's do’‘the. ~fﬁf‘

R
AR

MORE‘T



;problem wlth dropplng the --[,ﬁ

v

"1‘

-1eglslat1ve language so we can see how ith w111 play out.

' Because you can't make a deal -=: we =--we could make -a- deal .
~.in the" abstract. "Like I would say to Senator. Chafee, or I
,_would say to'John Breaux, look we' don’t have a problem with
g’dropplng ‘these employer-employee mandates. down to, 50~ 50.“
_.'Let’s put 1t 1n wrltlng and let’s see how we could cost 1t
fout. o~ : .

Q Dld you really say that you'didn;t‘have ar':“

MRS, CLINTON" Absolutely, we. sald that.; I-—— 1

f‘sald that ‘all. the time to. people. And, you know --- but I
“would say, look I have no problem w1th 1t we've got- to. see.

" the leglslatlve language*and we -have to’ see ‘the numbers. I f'
n can’t agree: to anything ‘in the’ abstract That's what I sald
B over and over and over agaln."

- "._ - _: . . T
P . . SN

I had as late as sometlme thlS Sprlng -- T don't

“remember when 1- Emll Houghton, Chrls Shayes, and somebody
2~‘elsevln mny. office. We opened all of our computer runs to

. them.' We let them look at all.of the flnan01ng.l John . = . B
.“Breaux, you know,  he’s. always looklng for the deal. I kept' S
L ﬁtelllng John, I said, ‘"John, . we are- more than happy to make a~V~'
' deal, but. we need to know what 1t is’ we re maklng the deal By

;. about." C , L : . . .

-

So John came to me at some polnt and Sald "WellL ) _A,,y

““/would it help if I’ started. worklng ‘with Chafee?" I said

S “‘that’s" terrific. | If you want to 'do’ that - you go start ’ R
- working.with Chafee.< So then his staff -- ‘well, first. hé met .-
“with Chafee.~ ThlS was’ probably ‘early in '94 1f I remember .‘“
- “He and” Chafee met together, and hlS staff met W1th Chrlsty ‘
mand her staff S o ,Yn - S . . .

s

Now, Chrlsty then would call us’ and say, you know,e,

-,hls staff ‘doesn’t know. enough to. -make a deal.  And I’d say”
;ljwell - work Wlth them, you know, : just,klnd of help ‘them along
."And then in a very 1mportant moment, tChrlsty ‘says’ =-.was it

to you or to Chrls, I can’t remember'-- says, "We can’'t make’

'"a deal with. John Breaux, he’s to the‘rlght of us.tc o

\“\’ O

A PARTICIPANT: ~She --‘she;told us’ that ‘T think,t -

~1com1ng back from Rhode Island. ;_; Vo SR . S >33j‘5
o A PARTICIPANT'f When dld she say that° ;g: L
N S U MQRE,‘; . S
«f § Vt '. ) A“._‘, ‘.f‘ )”(“ ‘
A - g ! .
t - f \ .
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R

':f:MRS.VQLINTON: Was that fall of '939

VA PARTICIPANT{f In Rhode Island...wf~; '?ff*

:’fA PARTICIPANT.ﬁ When we were at Rhode Island

t
)

ETEJAVPARTiCIPANT.‘ NO,\lt wasn't that (1naud1ble)

November. A '“%_ '_“ju,‘a,_ym‘g; ;'_!vg

"‘A{PARTICI?ANTf{ Late.; That was ——fthat was, yés,

!..

: A PARTICIPANT' “'But, ~you know, we. found ourselvesd&fli”
' 1n a smtuatlon where. thelr counsel was wait, till we get our .
proposal.' ‘Their - proposal either dldn't ‘get- done’ completely.‘

or continued to get’ dependent on- whatever the: polltlcal winds -

© were in an 1ntra-party,51tuatlon.~
‘his p051tlon, Chafee was, you: know, nervous about you know,;‘r
exactly what: he was 901ng to have.'i IR » A : oo

<y

N And then, you know, thlS sort of mlndless thlng

that we kept gettlng all the time is why did’you make the

deal.

.The  deal also had to be w1th1n the conflnes "of the

“Either. Dole was presentlng

congressional process.; You couldn't make ‘a deal with three .
A people and throw it on the rest of the Congress, and they
xweren't worklng 1t out among themselves.'." Lo .

MRS CLINTON‘ I thlnk what e you know, the most ‘

frustratlng thlng for us, startlng from that conversatlon

that.I.

;this~ process was’ they wouldn't put anythlng on paper. Theyi!}f;:;m

had with Senator Chafeeé in May, all the way through‘

would put generalltles. "You. know, if you go back and read
what Senator ‘Chafee produced when he had. his: press '
conference, I mean, 1t’s -= you: know, it’s what? - About 30
".pages of" pr1n01plee, and statemente, and asplratlons, and

5o

you or were they trylng to ——:j y\ WJ sy f o "‘;:'

Q Do you thlnk they weren't belng stralght w1th

MRS CLINTON: No,‘I “think . they had'a 1lot:of . ?vdw

'1nternal problems.‘~You see, I thlnk’---they had - from ‘our.

perspectlve, we had. accompllshed a lot. ‘We- had moved the v
“left. of the’ Democratlc Party away: ‘from 31ngle payer..’ They
were ready to accept far less than they had alwaye sald they

i

"""""""

' goals, and all that stuff.w : 3-» .
: . And so 1t was very hard we~-— because we could you“
know —— and up ~—. ‘ oL a L



- drwould hold out for. jf“

T~

So I'-- we thought we- ~had dorie our polltlcal task |

‘”jwhloh was trylng to move the ~—.you know, the 89 ° ‘'sponsors, of

~'single ‘payer .in . ‘the. House .and 'the five. Democratlc senators we
had to have to be open , to ‘the’ pre51dent’s proposal and, for . - -

. ¢ many of them, to actually sponsor it or say good thlng about
R € . : S

N
"’«.- .

' Then we: thought we had a good solld core of f

"moderate Democrats in“the. House and the Senate ‘who "were belng

educated; 'and so they were’ really klnd of. comlng along with -

'what was belng proposed., You know, people like Ben. Cardln,'\‘

v who’s very smart, very. thoughtful actually read the bill,.
. you' Know. Those were people -who- were assumlng leadershlp

1‘3'pos1tlons 1n helplng to educate thelr colleagues.

We had about 20 Republlcans who always sald they ‘fvj**
would be w1th us: 1n the end. We -worked w1th them- and even s

RO 5
N .

A _‘ Q Who ~-’who were (1naud1ble)7

”\

MRS CLINTON” Well you know, I don’t ‘know- 1f I --j”

<but iT mean,. you could guess, " people llke Steve (1naud1b1e),\

"'¢for 1nstance, okay. But what happened to them 1s that‘--}
o o ' ‘

" the end, - (Inaudlble)

S MRS CLINTONf. nght Ana}wha'ae‘who"eoﬁia,ééil‘
h! Q Dld Grandy say that’

MRS CLINTON"=Yes Grandy was very supportlve.m'wﬁ~'

| ‘A PARTICIPANT: Crandy, in .fact, I think one day,
§ if I remember 1t said, "You know, it may’come -down to: :
‘x;{employer-employee partnershlp so we could get there "‘1"

L
g
B ,

MRS CLINTON' That's rlght.« We were leav1ng

-e1ther‘the Wednesday ‘or the Thursday group in the’Rayburn fof[

~ Building, that’s rlght. . So.we were getting- all thlS p031t1ve
"feedback from a.--’'a group of about 20 -—>V§»* ) 0 ,

~ . . AV . . i A ; *

Q And/when was thls ‘fh

YAjMOREt*\;4/“'

_\ ..

A PARTICIPANT' Who were expected to be there in; %f‘pbv
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MRS.;CLINTON.f oh, all ‘from the ‘moment I started.

LI mEan, I called all ;of the potential -= I mean, I called all"'7>

‘the" Republlcans in leadershlp positions. I met with ‘the "

Republican leadership.. It was clear to me that Newt. Glngrlch4i~”
. would never-act in- good falth “but . 1t was okay, because 1t

was also clear to me that there .was’ a group —-— llke Marge

: Every tlme I would meet 1n any of those groups
where she. was,‘she'd say, ny really want to.be part of thlS

but I' cannot support a tax’ cap ". That: was not -a problem, we c'ﬁat,
couldn't support a.tax cap, 'you ! know., And 'S0 we- thought we’d-c*
have these unllkely coalltlons. '

's,iﬂf;i Well that _-345;; ;fﬁ?‘,:iaff'F;.Jf¢f, -1175 E

‘A PARTICIPANT. “Could I- Just. 1nterrupt you

(1naud1ble)°i I think" the reality, too, was- for a lot: of oo
-those members, thelr constltuents seem to ‘mandate’ health care‘,~.
‘, ‘reform.A They. knew they could dellver (1naud1ble) o '

MRS CLINTON" Ye that’s rlght -
AN

A PARTICIPANT' And they were respons1ble.u n

" Vo
oy ;

C O

Y MRS.. CLINTON‘ Because llke 1n a dlstrlct llke

: Marge7s, .she would stand up all the time and she would say,‘lhr“u
you know,”"My people have good coverage, but’ they re losing T

coverage,,they're hav1ng to pay. more‘for 1t " you know.ll;

RV

: » PARTICIPANT. And you look at (1naud1ble) Bowen s,
dlstrlct that's got an erodlng 1ndustr1ar base,, where people.',u

- who were once secure all of a sudden have no coverage

A

7u ,out to me" then durlng the budget vote and called me’ 1n my

MRS CLINTON°‘ Yes. And he s always had labor

support as well as Republlcan support.~ ‘Then: around the tlmeu'fi'

‘of the’ budget when everythlng got so: partlsan and you know,
we didn’t geét any. Republlcan votes, some of)them even reached

offlce. N o RIS
o A oot .' o s g ' ! 1 S ‘I,‘\V' "'\(

N - mean,'one memorable call’ from a fenber who was
whlsperlng and, you know, saylng,’"I thlnk the pre51dent’

,,budget's the rlght thlng, but" I, you know, “cah’t vote for. 1t

~because, you know, all of the polltlcal pressures, but I’ll
be: w1th you on: health care "., . , ,
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' leS we - kept. saylng over. and.-over again' we ‘are flex1b1e, we re
r;;frex1b1e,\we re. flex1ble.’ I thlnk the ‘inflexible ~= if I

' " were to try to flgure out where the genesis' of that comes
v'from, came from our. dlsaqreements w1th Jim Cooper.-f

A

e y - t %

;,fgfigl (Inaudlble) ":ffiaf‘ Jﬁ ﬂf”f ,ff o

MRS CLINTON" Nancy (1naud1ble) You know. And

,. so some of it I’n sure was both .sides agalnst the mlddle and
) a~you ‘'kniow, all.that, but. at least their- statements were very-.

‘positive 'in: both publlc and prlvate,,and we spent countless\

. hours w1th them.- ;\Y, : : S

N . B . - A - A

A PARTICIPANT'~ (Inaudlble) T thlnk the short L

answer 1s, in my view we. had a 'sense that .there were a* number B
"of. serious Republlcans ‘who - really wanted to” get this done .and
\work ‘Wwith' us and we really wanted to work wlth them. “'~‘ :

"*1 MRS cLINTON-‘ You know, and —— and the other thlng

i,
L

R \I thlnk he is the one who palnted me,,ln ' ,7,,7.

‘tpartlcudar, as 1nflex1ble and palnted the pres1dent .as.

‘somehow .being mlsgulded about health 'care reform. And I 5
thlnk he.did that for his own personal polltlcal purposes,: .
because of his’ Senate’ race ‘and because' of where ‘he was ,
qettlng money.;:-Once he tried to grandstand ‘on’ the PACS; then
"he had to go to- the Hospital Corporatlon of America and.the’

-other. b1g for—proflt health care interests and get: money from 3',

them 1nd1v1dually, whlch 1s what he’s.. done.: o AR
| But even there, that ——,_9.?ﬂgv~ ',;' o
’ "’f' Q ‘can’ I Just -= (1naud1ble)7/'You were pretty .
publlcly critical of him. - Why. did you -~ when did you make'f
the decision to go. after ‘him and do you thlnk 1t was ‘a. good

1dea,‘1n retrospect -- retrospect or_dld 1t just underscore

: the dlfferences between (1naud1ble)’

B

, " MRS. CLINTON:' I think it was ‘a. mlstake, ‘and T L
never went after h1m personally. LT S

Q No, hlS plan, I m sorry ’Hﬂvhﬁan,‘“ ;f”fﬁnjf'w;
MRS CLINTON. But at the plan. I thlnk 1t was a
trying to -- I 'mean, what was happenlng 1s, ‘you know, from my

perspectlve, he was dlsregardlng pos1tlons he had prev1ously
taken, whlch we had 1n1t1ally counted on._ I mean, you know,

o »i~;,*l‘ MORE ,
- . e o :
- K . EE s L
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mlstake.and 1 would not do it ‘again. - I thlnk that’ what I was f*'



.,

o

the‘-- he was a Jackson Hole type who was, not opposed to

SR employer mandate. - Ifm- not saylng he embraced it, but it 4—‘”’K
- 'he, was certalnly open to it and: the mandatory alllances were

out of hlS blll as you know. A AP o o S

',Va ,*& So when all of a sudden he shows up ——‘and - and T

"'must have: met w1th him' personally more than any-—- any other
. member, I thlnk ==.I mean, except for people 1n leadershlp
o p051t10ns.i‘w’rg~';..w‘,_l ? - S ‘ »

.

And even when . we were Stlll worklng w1th hlm 1n

iﬂ*what we thought of as a .very collegial way.,’ he was sendlng .
j'out newsletters in Tennessee attacklng me personally, whlch
. came as a big. surprlse ‘because -- I mean,-we remember we had

‘a conversatlon with him and we were saying, well, .you know,.

) IV5J1m, we don’t understand why you re supportlng thlS when we_gﬁm
- rdon/t think ;t will work. You know, we’ were klnd of runnlngz
;'/through the - the problems. ‘a~~' : T : ) ‘

[ .
.3
oo, )

And T thlnk he had’ just made a polltlcal v

.fcalculatlon, but - that political calculatlon, “much beforewI

- ever said, anythlng about his. plan, included attacklng me.

i And T --.T don’t --: to this day, ‘I.don’t understand that. 1 !
. don’t understand why. that was -- I° ‘mean, - ‘I guess ‘it was -- it
Jwas’ somethlng -= you know, his father ran’ against ‘Al Gore.

He just. doesh’t =-.I mean, he just 'has a dlfferent attltude,j‘

‘80" maybe there S somethlng personal there that I'm not even
'-aware of.,, - : . ‘ ,

AN But I dldn't really -—AI dldn't take that

Qtpersonally, I was-just bewildered by it. 'So in this ohe
' meeting I said, "Jim," you ‘Know, "we have really trled to
_-work with: you.” . You know, Myou haven’t.given us, any
“«leglslatlve language to analyze, ‘you haven’t glven us.

" anything 'in. writing that we can flgure out how. 1t would work
_;to try to move toward " . - w . A

\.

R R

And then ;- and 1. pulled out thlS newsletter thatv

1he gent to all of. these potentlal funders 'that just, you - .
anow, talked -- talked abouthow . llberal and ‘left wing -- I

can't remember what else was. in 1t but' it was = 1t palnted

me as a =~ -0 . T e w et g
. ‘~.r,”f7.Q"ItpwasfahOut“YQu;personally;AfNot the,cllnton HERSI
-+ plan. . o T e e

'}ﬁRS;?CLINTON;',Ahoutlme'%fanamed'me’persgnaliygvg
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o A PARTICIPANT' Oh he trashed you.ly |
mgﬂ:> :f MRS CLINTON. And thls was: before anythlng had R
. “‘gone - publlC.. So .I. thought, you know, there’s’ somethlnq g01ng:g'
- .on here.: They have decided --i"they ", meanlng, ‘I think, hlS o

allies ‘in the for- proflt health care world. They" have

4;dec1ded to attack 'me personally. T don’t want to get 1nto

: ''that; but I thlnk it#s important people know what’s 'in his"
tu'alleged plan, and so that’s why I went on the record w1th

~that co P . : o . NS

. o . .
SN g T e [ . N . Cu
~ + B P B . A -

A PARTICIPANT. And there ‘was another element that

‘_you know really well, and'that was here was "Cllnton the,ﬂ
~which;is what he does to prove his feellngs ‘of the'. ' o
'vfundamental problems were that government is more 1nterested

(1naud1b1e) were going to be whittled down, people who had

© coverage. ,That information needed to get. out somehow and. you -
- > had-a group of moderate Republlcans who we. hoped we were '
‘w_worklng with all of ‘a- sudden looklng 11ke they were,'
.‘Wgrav1tat1ng to the Cllnton llght.; g‘ : : -

(.

" MRS. CLINTON.~ But I think, you know, probably -

kbut the mlstake I made, and it ==t was a. mlstake, was that

'\after ‘you’ve met ‘with somebody and you ve, "Jin, “you want toQ”‘"

“do this tax cut thing. Sit down with. us’ and tell us: how. you

- would ever  administer;it." I ‘mean, we’ ve ‘talked to ‘the’ IRS.f‘
. ', ~They say 1t would be a nlghtmare.v And he would never answer; oo
7 1in goed: faith. j"g-\t el N - e

i .

‘So I thlnk T probably reacted personally, but I Lo

}.,;don’t thlnk it was.useful to our effort because it -=- he was“‘"
"1mperv1ous to any klnd -of conversatlon about the flaws of ..
“'his own- approach. And so what .you’ 'do’ 1s you'd have these:

ju~meet1ngs Wlth him,. ‘as we had endlessly, ‘and he’d-'sit there

- :.and ‘'we’d: say, "Would you mlnd having somebody from your staff
cosit down with the "IRS,. so you can understand the dlfflcultlesg~
- of 1mplement1ng that°“ B o : -

And then he'd go out and say we would never llsten,-'

w;fand we. wouldn’t change our . mlnds, and we were 1ntran51gent

' So it was a no-wih deal, but he set it up as a no-win deal

“and. T fell into the trap I think" that’s what. happened e T
‘there. Because I’ve thought about it, ‘because ;I thought, you S

\\\\\\

: »know, it never ‘made senge to.me. . And 80 T realized that I
o was set up and I was not: smart enough to flgure that out

Q Speaklng of (1naud1ble) e D1d you expect 1t to o

;ﬁ:;37z;--“ﬂ**~:f‘ MORE N fi T:‘ o
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turn so. part1san°
P ,‘» .o B NI T ST S

I\[RS CLINTON‘ NQ, )

. fQJ,I mean, I know 1t’s an electlon year and
electlon year is always very dlfflcult But it became so
partlsan -and. --'and .it’ became =To] ugly 1n a way, espec1ally
L out - out in the country \" s : o :

R M:RS CLINTON'I‘ 1 know. : S
L , W e o
T Q Why do you thlnk that 1s° Why' do’ you thlnk .
c}f{ (1naud1ble) got ugly, and personal and bltter, and nasty° s

MRS CLINTON.‘ Well Hllary, I w1sh I knew because

I regret 1t deeply. And I honestly tried as. hard ‘as:.I knew
~how- to. work with everybody, ‘but I felt every tlme we made a -
step towards them they would retreat o T
S Q Meanlng Republlcans or (1naud1ble),,or’¢ooper;" ,
or Breaux, Or ==l s e R .;“7"‘, S

.‘ MRS CLINTON.' No. . They wouldn t have been a- .
problem if the Republlcans hadn’t intruded. I mean, Cooper -
-has no slot in “the Congress, ‘he’s not partlcularly well

'g regarded and so, you know,’ yet ‘he -- he.wouldn’t glve us a
‘vote! to. get out- of Energy’ and - Commerce.\ He wouldn‘t even SR
‘give us a vote to get out of Energy and: Commerce when Dlngle BT
‘said we’ll ‘pass_your blll out as well. So he was never R

‘serlous,about thls.f .*'N« ;.»; s S '

. Thls was a polltlcal ploy for hlm. And John, you ﬁ’}.;
y know, dependlng .on which -way the w1nd's blow1ng,_he'll figure. -
.. out how to get there., So that =-~"1I was hever . concerned about

thelr polltlcal 1mpact because I thought _Tl'fl’ :
L A PARTICIPANT°' Well John was dlfferent because he R

was always»trylng to -j T L o
o MRS. CLINTON'- He was -~~yes, always trylng. -

""fﬂf;;fﬁ" A PARTICIPANT.? He would call constantly

: MRS\ CLINTON., And he would - but “you know, John ,;ff
. would call and he == you. know. I don't know that John ‘would -
' ever. say thls, but John would call and: he would. say, '"I thlnk
I can get a deal for a hard trlgger" w1th an employer SN

1A

w“\"“- T f~ , MORE h R A K
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‘fmandate. And he would sell 1t to Conrad and he would, you

".,know, sell it to the other Democrats, ™ and he- would thlnk that )

;he would have a ‘real chance with the Republlcans, and they’d’
go == be called 1nto Dole s offlce and they'd come back and
7.‘say, no' deal.- . S _ . .

,,fi 4 And 51nce John 1s by nature a deal maker, he would
."‘say "Oh . now I ' think I .can get 1t":-—‘I mean. So no matter .ﬁ.
’4what we' dld they never responded. S o .f‘\' '
. A PARTICIPANT., (Inaudlble) tell when the M1tche11
'plan ‘was' released and then Breaux pretty qulckly afterwards |

' publicly sald I can't accept that really (lnaudlble) trlgger, . d\

| that it =- )

o MRS CLINTON.I Whlch 1s llke - three weeks
earller, he was the archltect‘of the Conrad Breaux

}f}‘compromlse. | | ~
. " A DPARTICIPANT: Oh I”khbw.p.SQrthafgff,ebe:ybodyij*
’ was scratchlng thelr head ‘f? .&n;;\< jg7. Co e

o {MRS. CLINTON x But 1t’s because the Republlcans
.=*moved away. I mean, Breaux ‘did’ not want to be on a- Democrat-‘
only; blll fAnd S0, that's why.he just sald look I can’t do*

A,\“ . _1t. SR

.“.1nterest1ng questlon. Why would Bob: Packwood,; a- 20-year R

' supporter.of employer mandates, - ‘not only reverse himself '180
- degrees, but become the ‘hit - man" I mean; that’s. --«nobody’s‘
© looking at that. And why dld the . Republlcans decide that:

'fg,< ‘depr1v1ng this: preSIdent of ‘a polltlcal V1ctory was the most

- lmportant thlng that could happen. “tg‘ o . ;.»‘ ,»W

_ I mean, we used Dr.’ Koop as an emlssary on several
occa51ons to the Republlcans that were still open to talklng

And even they, as we’ ‘moved  into: August 1like the Danforths,l~“.(

' and the Byrd {(inaudible) types that Dr.. Koop was talklng

.. . about. just flnally said rlght now - there is' no- . room for :
,;compromlse, 'there’s nothlng any -of .us. w1ll agree “to, the most ‘

. ;lmportant thlng 1s preventing thls pre51dent from gettlng a
;.health care bill. 'I. mean,,they sald lt to Dr.,Koop

Lo And Dr. Koop came in. and told us because he: was }
. stunned.  Bécause these are two men ‘he’ad worked with' for
g.years whom he had ‘a lot of regard for and all of a sudden he"

R MDRE
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But why dld the Republlcans move’ That’s the more-'t".
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felt llke thls o I mean, he - I mean, he had been 1nvolved
as “one of the early reviewers of our draft, ‘and so' he ‘had a,x
ol slgnlflcant 1nput 1n how we put together the plan. 'A’~\v‘

: And he was a supporter of it and he could have ,,5;
llved Wlth -all. klnds of variations on the theme, as long as
“i we -had unlversal coverage, .and we. talked with him on stuff -

~like that And he really thought it was'---that - that 3

somehow either I or .the president, -or somebody was just not

communlcatlng effectlvely w1th these Republlcan senators.,w‘

Q ThlS was 1n August you say, he was told that‘> e

MRS .. CLINTON.: Uh huh. ”Ti?ﬂ.,~ ,a&;;

s g, - PR Sy
.o B .

_ Q Dld you thlnk then -1 mean, ‘I -want. to ‘ask.you . .
1f there was any polnt where you reallzed suddenly thoughtﬂ o
thlS may not happen’ ‘ o : ’ .
e MRS. CLINTON. I knew 1t wouldn't happen from the
‘moment. that the Flnance Commlttee met and I saw. the way the o
Republlcans -*f . : o

IRV . '-,"t

. ‘ . B . .
PRI A .- . : " g
- B Joe st o o N
| R - ; B . SN

Q Way back then‘> 1;:«‘zji:5‘o ‘55f ~j3,i'¢7#\

, : ;o MRS CLINTON'“ Yes. \I thought a mlracle mxght
occur. and -I was '‘never. g01ng to give up, but when I saw. how o
Bob Packwood, "John- Chafee, Durenberger and Danforth were»i T
e emasculated by the rest of the, .Republican, senators and’ when I

- saw how: ‘Boren, and .Breaux particularly, but also Conrad were *w@j

afrald to move w1thout Republlcan cover., . . . w<f~ ‘ u»“va>~
N S ' (o L P
. N 1 dldn’t know why 1t would happen.f I --'1 Stlll
don't know all the reasons why the polltlcal dynamic was. 's0
powerful, but I knew that there was wvery little chance that
you. could put together a bill: that would do ‘what .even, the
authors .of :more modest. 1ncremental reforms thought could be
done, because of the wrltlng you.'did on communlty ratlngs,;t'
you know, reforms 1n the states and all that stuff e

o ”And then I‘thought that'-—vbut T. don’t know what
happened. 'I. mean, if you go back ‘and you look at both" ‘the
; public statements and the private contacts we: ‘had with
Republicans, all the way - 1nto about --iat.last-late January,
“early February, there were still a lot of pos1t1ve goodw1ll
and support And I remember when I --‘when was I 1n Kansas*

“‘\' ‘ » . /" ‘.‘ . ' . v - - ,‘ ‘\,MOR'E ';‘_ ‘ ,‘ , .V:_..’ . )
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o j'r:,:' A PARTICIPANT' The Sprlng March?

) MRS CLINTON'C 1 thought 1t wvas’ 1n the fall._’
A PARTICIPANT' ‘(Inaudlble) had pos1t1ve statements

11ke thet " RV vLwT LT S iy Lo

i o oo ~i'~,
' A PAR'I‘ICIPAN'I‘.»,i Oh sure, yes.‘ Yes.

: ) A PARTICIPANT- (Inaudlble) was ‘a publlc show1ng
(1naud1ble) was g01ng to try to get thls done on a- blpartlsan57
fashlon.j L l,._# ‘,1_ Lo e 3,;‘.,' , o
MRS CLINTON. And I even: laughlngly sald one., tlme'
”%w1th -="to Moynlhan and Packwood -- ‘Moynihan. sa1d=someth1ng

; ‘llke, you know, “Senator" —_ thlS was probably in December of .
.- 193 —-“‘"Senator Packwood is a ‘strong proponent of the Nixon
,Ffplan."' And ‘I ‘said, "Introduce it, Senator.“; I sald "We
/.could support the leon plan.ﬂ ~'U'a B Aﬂ,,‘ : o

L . . 4
I mean, so, you know, these people who say all thlS .

? f}fstuff about me --. and I told him that as late as -- we were ‘“'
Cin the Rose - Garden at Stephen Breyer s swearlng—ln, Wthh I
“‘don’t remember. when that was. ' And I said to == I, said to.

" Senator Packwood, I-said, "Well Senator, 1t’s still not too

‘Vﬁ'late for you to 1ntroduce the leon plan.“: So, I mean,AI,‘
.;“you know - IR '!: weno :_ L o

.

(Inaudlble) say anythlng? ﬂiq‘he justm;augh'h'ir7

.iQWhen you sald that’ R v o

LT ; . MRS. CLINTON., Blglsmilelf I:mean,.we all know what_;f .
. "‘sghls problem is: 'And. nobody’s’ written about it to -~ enough -
~to I think get the publlc to understand it ‘because. they don't'

know. what " we know, whlch 1s what h1s past record has\always

“‘been'fmf' N v?i”‘f«;,‘ ', o \.¢<=”/~'ﬁ o Lo s
AN '.fe», But what happened and- why,,whlch is your questlon,

I don’t know  all the .reasons for that. I think.a’ lot’ of it

" had to 'do with the Grahm-Dole pre51dent1al p081tlon., I mean,»7

"I don’t think you can overlook the. significance, of that. - Andf%‘

;'w1th Grahm ‘early on. staklng out a. position of ba51cally
- nothing == because it would be a' new . (1naud1ble) for Grahm

A,would support or Grahm thlnks he would support 1f he had a-

i;chance to do 1t.‘ ’ﬁi ~»_\, <A“V,

2
~

eBut w1th Dole allylng hlmself wlth the 24

Loy e e e
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,f‘.t(lnaudlble) because Chrlsty was (1naud1ble) saying you’ve: gotf;;
... to persuade the :House leadershlp, and you’ve got to persuade
Y enough senators, you know, to veto a cloture and not change
”anythlng (1naud1ble) f E : . Do

Vﬂhaven’t even drafted 1t It's not even done.?

' Republlcans who were supportlng unlversal coverage and w1th
-~ the complexion of the Republlcan primary voters becomlng klnd"
Y of clearer -as the" ‘year went on, I think Dole just began to
.. - makea ¢alculation that he would move further and further‘w
~‘ﬂ»‘-'awa),i' and he began slowly to peel off a- lot V ' S

w7 ‘5ﬁ,f And then John Chafee had ‘a prlmary challenge.» And L
S0 wWe == we ‘also thought : “that -- that. we wouldn't really get

as much ‘out of 'Senator Chafee as p0551ble.- But, I meéan, as

_Yate as last week - Chrlsty Ferguson calls Melanne and ‘Chri's -
zﬁfJennlngs, .and they go up to the Hill, and ba81cally Chrlsty
‘»nFerguson says the pre31dent has to- save thls, the pre51dent
~‘}has to get out and say we re 901ng to do somethlng

A PARTICIPANT" And -you all were wrltlng a story

Y

s

MRS CLINTQN.‘ And we kept saylng, "Chrlsty, you'

g Q ‘But what - what turned’ You know you g .
(1naud1ble) stressing’ your fundamental questlon I thlnk 1s '

what. \happened - with the Republlcans that made’ it -- that

’ P o ’ ‘\ [

MRS. CLINTON. . But I thlnk part of what dld 1t was -

‘negative advertlslng ba31cally to ‘'go unanswered.’ Because we’

”3rea11y -- we, really: thought that we needed to save our .

resources unt11 we. had . bills that we could. organlze around

f,iAnd SO, you know,.I thlnk we made a mlstake. SR DEEE S R A

What we" should have done 15 as soonﬂas the

‘f«pr951dent introduced' his" -- his leglslatlon, we ‘should have
“.-had some ads. 1nocu1at1ng people ‘against. the comlng attack. L
;7.Because we know, unfortunately, and it’s so sad, that even iu])_‘~
'”.people who will read your articles who are of above average

‘educational level will ‘be 1nfluenced by negatlve advertlelng

‘and will. dlscount ‘your factual analy51s in. favor of a 30~
ﬂsecond hit spot.~; S e D e T

'»;.~ P L

’ i Lo
e - 1S

- stunned’ even a Dr. Koop, who -~ who saw raw partisanship in -
‘<,"the end you, know, from people w1th whom he. had. dlscussed
-«health .care’ for years. -3.;_._:_ o -.‘

e h’the very effectlve dlslnformatlon campalgn. ‘And-I-think that;ih'n
.. 'was. another one, of our mlstakes, is’ that we allowed all that:

Lot



o And what we should have done is. gotten ‘on there and ‘

~v’say, you know, . health' care- reform has been a fight in this | .,

‘-'country for -60 years.{ You’re. g01ng to- hear  a lot of glve and _

.. . take before" 1t's oveér, ‘and: people are g01ng to be accu51ng N
" the: pre51dent’s plan of,” you, know,,rulnlng :your medical . R

,:wsystem, or taking away your doctor. - We want you. to dlsregard ‘

. that and pay attentlon to what's really at stake. '

. \ a

“Yn“ And then we‘should have ‘run a- llttle bit of ads {g,~ffw

”ﬁf about what .was reallyiln the- pres1dent's plan, so. that we'

could -have gotten. outfthere ‘first. But we worried: that if we
“\spent our. money - then, : they had unllmlted resources, as. we. o

found out, we didn‘t. I mean, we had the'—-'you know, we
;just dldn’t have 1t.,tSo I thlnk that was, certalnly somethlng
’we lost the advantage on early and never regalned 1t y

: - A PARTICIPANT. But then 1t only got worse, because

'the pre51dent's plan was clearly going to.be renegotlated and

. that process was a slow one.g There was nothlng to rally.
v,people\around because you knew the pre31dent's plan wasn't

‘:operatlve, even . though many-of its. features were: crltlcally

'_needed to be part of - whatever results.‘~ :

. ; So we dldn't —— (1naud1ble) we’ dldn’t have a blll

'.‘And even though we were rlght and’ people were confused that

”,'well 'this committee’s. ‘doing this,; this committee’s d01ng
‘”thls,’some commlttee '8 d01ngzthls, where is" all (1naud1ble)

y o MRS CLINTON.v Yes. . It would have been wonderful

1f -one commlttee in the House' ‘had Jurlsdlctlon.' But ‘you :
;know, ‘we -- we Just had -- we couldn’t.do that. We . had to go
- with the system as it was, ‘so. that makes —- how do. you talk '
about - five different commlttee processes,‘whlch one’s - " C
jfj(lnaudlble) ~And if.you only stay on the. pr1n01ples, wh1ch~“;.
. is-what I -tried’ to stay on in.my publlc speaklng and j Co e

'everythlng, they’d klll you on the detalls 1n the end e
4 , So that I could talk about how, you know We were
. 'going to: guarantee quallty, and‘I’d get a good artlcle 1n, '
oo you know,;. Sioux Falls and get, an’ endorsement’ from. the';‘, ,
'~‘newspaper because they understood the plan»after Iisat down - -,
w1th~them, but then the people would see, you know, the ads ,;

~A”7}Lon CNN over and over agaln, and the de0151on makers would get

\”Q"lnfluenced " .ugn-
P L S Q Well does thls mean - that you can’t do 1t all in.
-]'_one shot and that you ve got to do 1t gradually, ' -

X . .- ».‘-' I
PR \."_ e . e o . ‘. ’ . M o oe ! ! oo
RIS MOREA ST
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1ncrementally, perhaps somethlng to take thls step in the

. 'next. year p0551b1y9 I mean, what - what are you, thlnklng
©. of? I mean, I gather from your publlc statements, the:

'm.~pre31dent's publlc statements, you say you re g01ng to keep
e flghtlng.'_‘3~ v~_; R N F ‘ S

MRS CLINTON.. Rightf. nght.‘ ," el

f s,

‘~(f; Q What are: you dolng now’ What are you d01ng to’

‘hfxprepare yourself for that? ' Are.you, or.dé you see it really
.., as..a 1997 issue? So .can you acoompllsh anythlng glven the o
“uenv1ronment thlS year° ~%ﬁ_ - . .,

‘\ .-"
T ?

MRS CLINTON‘ nghtg

e ’ ' . o

Q leen what we/’ ve seen this: year, glven the fact

2oL

e

MRS CLINTON'V I don’t know, but we’ re thlnklng a

' .;lot about ‘it, ‘but. I just don't ‘know. I thlnk that if we-
" could -- one thlng we're d01ng 1nternally is looklng at, the
- way government functions .and any regulatlons or anythlng ‘that -
-~ 'can be changed without congre551onal ‘action that will ‘help 3"'
., -Health .care reform: «:And, you know, there are some- things
.- that we think. could . be’ 51gn1f1cant.‘ We! re beglnnlng the
v'jprocess of, ‘you know, asklng a-.lot of the outside groups that
‘;work w1th us for. any suggestlons about that ’ T

/ N

,LRVQ Are you gettlng anythlng worthwhlle or just --Ig

- *;MRS CLINTON. Oh yes.'\Well 1t's just beglnnlng,

ﬂfybut we“Qe got - you know, ‘we've got some good 1deas on that

\
P
B

’ ’I thlnk one of the blg battles that's g01ng to come

é up next year is the Republlcans' effort to seéverely cut .
.,,Medlcare for deficit. reasons, and T~ thlnk .that’s a- battle
.~ that we w1ll have to ‘be. part of because we.: just believe that
ALthose klnds of very deep cuts in the absence of health care - .
. . reform’ will make everythlng worse, not just for Medlcare,v*“\_
‘~;re01p1ents.- So that’s g01ng to be a battle and we'll see" ]n“'
'what happens on that.u‘; . Lo

.

If in"the context of that battle, either in the

to make some changes that would be 1norementa1 but also

i

. PR - P T t N
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.: budget or «=- however else it is ‘joined, it .-- it is poss1ble

NV

.~‘

s

T

I,

LY

‘.fthat almost certalnly Democrats will have fewer. seatspln the j‘jy*ﬁ
I Congress next year, given the' fact that we’re inh the SRR
“J'pres1dent1al cycle, can: you do anythlng next year°'fj



helpful,

I thlnk - you know,

-you know,,

s
e’ll be open to that

-

I sald thlS all the way

fthrough the’ 20 months, real’ ‘issues -- we could have solved
That was the, polltlcal

feverythlng else. except’ the mandate.«
1ssue, .and I'always sald that.

That's why in every group L

was 'in' -- that’s why I was asking ‘about --" I was in- Kansas .

Q When was thls°

fMRs,

' so that -

-

.you know:
dlsagree about 1nd1v1dual mandates belng the Jonly way to -get

‘statement

L

- mandates.:
. aware of, that was ’‘a dealn

)

e 'MRS. CLINTON.:
.'been 1ntroduced -or at- least presented,JI know that
" .there, -- I d1d thls to them every time, Hllary, because I
They all sald they were for

CLINTON'

3 : 1ﬂf A PARTICIPANT"
'(Laughter »

.. ! wanted: a’ public record::
ceo o un1versa1 coverage..ﬂ;‘

\'\ o

v

Tr

-Il,Clty w1th Danforth Bond Kassebaum and Dole,_
nsbfmany_trips,i

.!‘, -

-
.

Loy

all four of us.

PR

so?(inaudible{;f'

Tt was after the leglslatlon had R

- 807

R
. A
; ‘

o)

I then sald ‘we, are so glad because there are only

-a tax,

.

Now, all four of them were on the Chafee pr1n01ples

/

And we.

khﬂ{ there, but’ we’ re SO pleased that they ‘re-. part of blah “blah,
ut‘blah blah o - » .

M

.,All four of them had, 51gned on to ‘individual
under 'any other polltlcal ¢circumstances, I’
‘I'mean, ‘you know, we could

Now,

have . --*an 1nd1v1dual mandate up to X size of . flrm,v
'50-50 for the first. couple =- I
They never would talk

So I kept gettlng them on. record on the unlversal _
) coverage and I kept making the obv1ous statement that if o

" 7between F and ¥,
. mean, -there were so. many varlatlons..
‘jkabout any of ' that.u -

you know,

r'.

Nt
-“\' :

subsrdy

vthree\ways to get to unlversal coverage, and I did ‘my llttle,
individual mandated,; employer.

H
AR

.you’re. for- unlversal coverage, you have to be for ‘a tax or a

" ~mandate.

o

_ "They kept: ‘nodding in- agreement..
ﬂthey thought individual mandate was the way to go
know, that's how compromlse 1s worked out.. 5 e

P

MORE

They just .said ;
: But\vyou

AR

R

"’if And --~and why we never could get them to mnove from

I thlnk 1t ‘was .in the fall of '93.,:”

H

i

\ '

Ty



s

kept te111ng ‘me. ‘gi'_ o {'“\

‘Fﬁ\'JPZ}‘

i "'t

g"that publlc posture to anyth1ng that would really look llke aﬁ S
'uyfnegotlatlon lead1ng to a bill -= now they wlll say we d1dn’t, R
'~ ..~ .talk"to them. I can only tell you we talked .to’ them = \

"ﬂ,,~tendlessly : S

C o

They will say, yes, you'talkeduto.them, but youlc

H‘dldn’t really consult. " I-will tell. you that I sat across.&f
- _from Nancy Kassebaum and" Jack" Danforth and I said,. “MWe are
T,adoptlng premlum caps; wh1ch is your. idea.. Wlll you work .

with us, so. that we get to an acceptable way to use premlum {

{«'.capsau » e _l/ O ' I

L0 !

“‘~"'t Oh yes, we’ll work w1th you, and then when we’d

~ call and say when do"you. want to meet; never ever, ever. So
"we -- we: felt like we’ were: ‘acting. in: good fa1th . we felt like'
" we wWere' ‘listening, we'’ felt like’we: were. honestly consu1t1ng, :
- "that we :were offer1ng the chance for them to be part of th1s,5,f
~,jand they would never (1naud1b1e) A ,

. R ! N ." T
Sy : !

L74 So, you know, T =< I can’t explaln it. <And I-
get - you know, obviously, we m1sca1culated somehow. .I

~.mean, I ‘am more 'than w1111ng to: say that somehow. we Jjust
" missed -- missed it.. We didn’t.understand: either what they
‘ g'were really saying or how- we: could create condltlons where -L
they could really. cooperate -in a way that we had reason to
_fbelleve would be . forthcom1ng . g

P

Then I th1nk you know, when -- once M1che1

‘s1gna1ed his ret1rement the-. ‘whole mood from the. Republlcans
minority. changed And when T started ca111ng some. of the’ N
Republlcan members in September to see. if they would go on as‘
- 'sponsors, they a11 said thlngs like,. "Oh - you don” t: have any
7./-idea ‘what’s" happen1ng, you don’t" =- you know, I’d call o

-\

somebody ~I7d ca11 -a Republlcan., I‘mean,.that’s what they

\

So we made 1t as easy as poss1b1e., We worked w1th

,‘ffthelr staffs a., 1ot on any idea that One of. ‘these, you know,
"y‘floatlng group of Republlcans had 'about health care, we, .
.-frworked with. them, we did everyth1ng we -could’ to try to move ‘
"~ (inaudible). And I think: “they. just ‘decided that it was not a -

- -,polltlcal r1sk worth tak1ng (1naud1b1e) extraordlnary ;
"{.pressure they were under -on the crime- b111 on assault
;.“weapons, and health care (1naud1b1e)

And then 1n the Senate, I th1nk == I th1nk that %-_‘ff'
1t’s the polltlcal calculatlons of Senator Dole played a huge;"

e \\‘\

MORE
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3 role 1n thlS. ,And then Senator Chafeeiwas trylng to flgure

out” how he could keep some semblance of a Republlcan p031t10n

together and  they kept ‘moving away - f¥om him, as well.

‘Because I was told that he'-and Durenberger and Danforth'were'i:
q‘roundly criticized for even votlng for the. (1naud1ble) ) So
B when you - you ‘know == I don’t know thlS. o _

1

. A have not talked w1th John Chafee about thls, but
,w1th(all my meetlngs w1th hlm,‘I ‘can’t’ belleve that he
“doesn’t somehow have the same ‘thoughts~ runnlng through his-

‘mind that . T do of. how dld thls happen..‘I mean, he ---I mean,; f

‘Well, S0 when you’ re hearlnq stuff like. that from: unllkeiy

- sources.. ;Alan Slmpson sald to ‘e, “"Wherever John Chafee , R
E,goes, I’11 be''with him, because I trust "John . Chafee on health"f“'

§

care.?i You know, and I don’t know what happened

Y

: A\PARTICIPANT'i (Inaudlble) do’ belleve that
(1naud1ble) 1s very frustrated rlght now , (Inaudlble)

REEN

Alan Slmpson.5 LR 74 ce LA R s
,f1 T remember I went to- th1s Small Bu51ness meetlng .‘“ﬁ

, and Dennls.(lnaudlble) from (1naud1ble) says to' me, "Well, ’
" ,y6u know, I don't. belleve in' employer: mandates, .but: there . ‘Q
ought to be. a way that everybody makes ‘a.contribution." ~".A{x

MRS CLINTON'a T mean, T oi- T don’t want to talk i

\
i

: : " Q Okay, no, but I, don't mean -—'I understand why l
you don’t" want to talk about what' happened in all these . .:;

b

/

meetlngs (1naud1ble) understand ‘why it is that you don’t want“,lx

;to (1naud1b1e) Alan Slmpson (1naud1b1e) surprlsed to hear
that . : : S ,,.9 - T : :

) . ' te s ‘«', ~

Could we go on the record for a look forward°ti‘
(,< . ) i g . P

MRS CLINTON. Sure, absolutely /h;wa

(

Q That would be great That would be terrlflc.

"} What ‘now? What would -- what 'will your rolé be next year?

- Will you stay actlve 1n health care’ Will- you leave health
care’ Will you go ‘on to another 1ssue°'.W1ll you not -- I
mean, not be involved in ‘poliey” visibly or what =- what can ;
“you see for yourself in. (1naud1ble)7' How has this experlence
affected you9 You know, ‘what has it done to your- g
effectlveness, to your --.your role as .a role model for ‘women”

i “ . . ’ A Ce

S o \;lj.f‘\935¢ﬁ_H:i MORE

B

”"out there?i I mean, - how .does: thls affect (1naud1b1e)° ST
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MRS CLINTON’“ Well I gave a speech thls mornlng

c.and we’ll give. you a- transcrlpt -of it,.in which I stated my .
';bellef that-the ]ourney ‘we’ re on for health care reform is

not over and that any of us who were 1nvolved in trylng to

W

Because those of us who are 1n posltlons of

'pr1v1lege, I think, owe- it to -our ‘country.to deal w1th}the

BRI MRS CLINTON. I want to ‘be as effectlve as- 1

n

h,problems that have: budgetary 1mp11catlons, will have

contlnulng 1mpact on wages: for: working people; which I thlnk
is one of - key challenges now ‘that. .the economy has recovered

'and has moral and ethical dlmens1ons, as wellxas polltlcal
' ‘about whether or not we can solve problems together as a
~h,country._ ..‘_ s ‘\~4' : B :

" :}f’"" ‘ . . , N .
So I w1ll personally stay 1nvolved . I have too

PR

."}many strong 1mages Anmy mind of the people I met and talked
C - with® around ‘the country, who I feel were express1ng their ‘own
'personal 'stories’” about the health ‘care: systenm), whether they

were emérgency  room doctors,_or nurse practltloners or small
business people struggling with 1nsurance costs, or the-~

“" uninsured because ‘they wanted to help ¢reate changes that ‘Tf‘
‘ ;lwould beneflt everybody,,not just them.,,;;- ~

f o~

their .own ways for solutlons.,mAnd as I sald this morning, .

But the problems that could and should be addressed

'1n health care reform certalnly don‘t take a recess. They e
are present every day 1n our hospltals,,ln doctors’. offices,. . ‘;g'
ifand workplaces. , : B T S

s ‘\ -

Q Do you expect‘to remaln (1naud1ble) w1th John-‘

B Chafee, and Bob Dole, and. others next year7 Are- you golng to
\play the same type of role,'contlnulng thls, or 5—.yj»

i

posslbly can.~ I feel good about" what thls pres1dent has
done, w1th the help 'of a lot of people, not Jjust me, ~in:
plac1ng thls ‘issue on the front’ burner. .. I belleve that -
" that my husband has dealt ‘with problems that .other" 1eaders
have 1gnored because they are hard ,.You know, anytlme you

MORE AN

AT ‘ Sy,
S - And I don’t 1ntend to turn my back ‘on elther the T j
',problems or the people ‘who are goihg. to ¢ontinue to work' 1n

. . you know, when Congress goes home in a few weeks, health care )
-

‘reform doesn’t dlsappear.; It is. still a major challenge to
-our soc1ety and our polltlcal system.,w‘ L R }

o3

yszé“’

L ,tackle thls problem have an obllgatlon to keep g01ng w1th 1t;‘j"“

'>

N
I


http:Qur:country,:.to

KV‘take on 1ssues that don't have any hundred-to-nothlng

. X
RSN . NN

,.ﬂpolltlcal answers, you re 901ng to create. controversy, and
N certalnly health care rs foremost among those."' P .'7
B . And I w1ll contlnue to speak out. I w1ll contlnue "
>to work w1th groups’ that share the pres1dent's ‘commitment to.
.’health care reform. : And I will’ do- whatever I can to- brlng
‘that about. Now,;the exact shape ‘of that I haven't qulte

_“"'thought through ‘because we’ re trying to flgure out now what .
.- the best approach should be and how we. ‘will pursue it. But I°

Jjof health care reform._"*

" will remain very much 1nvolved and very publlcly supportlve
J‘~- A ‘~‘ : ‘ '

, SQ Why do --‘I mean, you just went through ‘a’ long
“chronology of what happened -the; Republlcans backlng away, S
{"and I -think publicly we’ve seen Republlcan -- I'mean,” ' o
’fneveryone knows. Bob Dole came out (1naud1ble) 1nterested at -

) . B ‘ R . N C o
. .~ T ‘ ) oLt T ., P
A R Lo Lo B . 26 -
o f K Y .o B
A . . s . o s PN KN
B .

‘all in négotiating even: something. less than that. But: why --

why do people ---why do people say the admlnlstratlon blew it =

“and not - saying, Congress blew, it as much? And why ‘do people j";

: fsay that you blew 1t° I mean, why - why thlS --,

v

"MRS. CLINTON* Oh I don’t know, but I don't really o

fﬁcare who'people say. won or lost ‘because, as T sald this ' .
leornlng, it is not, 1mportant to me. whether people thlnk the
fpre31dent lost, or I lost, or. the Congress lost,

'“TﬁRepubllcans lost ‘the Democrats lost. I thlnk that klnd of

talk is. Very frustratlng to people out in' the country who,“

frankly,‘are not. all that 1nterested in the way Washlngton

' keeps score.- They want to know what’s happenlng 1n thelr own
;11ves. g;kv . ,n.,,“‘,$43~._v_ o S . n.f.-w

ST

_ : And I thlnk that thlS ;ssue w111 not go away fhnd5\v“*“
© .80 anybody =3 momentary placement‘on a win-loss-list is L

\-1rrelevant to address1ng ‘what the Amerlcan people need" .
“addressed, Wthh is- how. they can be’ guaranteed they’11 have

\-,;f‘jquallty health care and of course, at a prlce they can S
R afford, .z S P ?.‘\"‘ Co :. N I J)

. You know, I suppose that part of the challenge in-
‘itaklng on ‘tough/issues 1s mov1ng from the level of rhetorlc

to the level of. pollcy N Co PR
a | I have no doubt in my mlnd whatsoever that 1f thls
~pres1dent had, .upon taking offlce, basxcally "let the Congress

,;,yfj wrangle over budgets and crime, bills and whatever else: _they
"T',,were 1nterested in, whlle he made lofty speeches about J

MORE
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lhave come. from ‘this . Congress.
. think, . ;
“u'accompllshments will ‘have long lasting value in the" llves of

i Assoc1atlon°

~ 7 problems, ,
- also a polltlcal system that" has so many 1nherent obstacles L
‘to change means that the pre51dent who is willing ‘to take
B . that challenge*on 1s g01ng to. be buffeted by polltlcal w1nds
' and controversy.«, .

R . B o B 'f - PR . . .‘ .
| .- . . s . Lt ) o

o s .. U C
S C SRR RS ‘
) U

4 pr1n01ples and values and klnd of the rhetorlcal approach tot

governing, he- would be ‘very popular,_because he'is brilliant:

" at dlagn051ng our natlon s ills. and in-. talking about them.'
- And T think he has demonstrated his, capac1ty to do that at
‘J'numerous p01nts 1n hlS pre51dency. S , L -

3 ,i.«

actually-to. try to. solve problems. .'So once’ you move from the

#level of- rhetoric to that of . pOllthS and: policy, which is "

what the- 1ntroductlon of . leglslatlon and the" flghtlng for -
leglslatlon in. the Congress requlres,
N

: . " and, you know, Mark Twaln sald there are o thlngsd"uo'
you should never watch belng made,’ ’

sausage and leglslatlon.

And this pre51dent has made a: whole lot . of. sausage...’ And it’s

) 1been really good sausage, good sausage for the economy, good
'sausage for our : flght agalnst crlme...« , . o :

i
‘- S

~;“:,” If you look -- look at the accompllshments that
They rival.and surpass, I

‘any . Congress in recent\memory. And those =

Americans. But 1s it a.- pleasant sight to watch the’ partlsan

'5:b1cker1ng, to. ‘see the way that the Congress can. be difficult.
" to deal with and how. ‘people grandstand 'instead’ of trylng t0’~““V
'~solve problems,

or how you can’t get a crime bill after six’
years‘because ‘of spec1a1 1nterests like. the,Natlonal lele
It 1s not a pleasant 51ght ,u .

/And- so I thlnk that for many people hav1ng a'/Jﬁ

:apresldent who' for the first tlme in decades serlously cares
© . about maklng change that will- beneflt average. Amerlcans, but
5;know1ng that’ he has. 1nher1ted not only very: dlfflcult R

some 6f which: government can 'do’ nothlng about but

‘A:'J.f But you know, I--'I thlnk that's what leadershlp

“‘vls all. about and I think that’s why health care reform of" any
~ of these issues that he’s successfully tackled or will' tackle_
" are going to eventually be successfully handled for the good

.of thls country. \\,{.A : :

¥

F

Q Could you talk about -= a llttle blt about what

o

MORE : .
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. ) But he has thls old fashloned 1dea that a pre51dentff,
1s elected not merely to give high. soundlng speeches, but

N

then you're in the mlx.U\

‘
/
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iﬁjfull tlme --,‘

(Inaudlble) what d1d you do. to relax’ AWhatldidfiﬁj""
“__you do to - do you have any tlme to- relax’ ' R

qf MRS | CLINTON:  Oh, ,sure.\‘:v'ff,“i‘7 TR

Q What are you dolng now’ T mean, who —w.who do "

.you ‘see and talk to that. .gives you comfort .and solace’ How :
' much t1me do you spend w1th Chelsea" I mean, what 7—

{

, MRS CLINTON.- You know, I have -= I mean, I have'ﬂ
ff-to tell you I’ve had-'a great tlme.” ‘This "is an. extraordlnary

opportunlty for someone like me.who loves this country,~ SN

'f*belleves ‘that' I. have an obllgatlon to".serve 1n -any .way that T

. - can =—. before I ever married: my, husband -the 'work. that I. did
‘through my church- or through you know Scouts, or 1n my B
:ne1ghborhood._ u.; o . L Lo .

n'~”

Thls is so gratlfylng for. me personally that I ‘am a
“very lucky ‘person, and. blessed in so many ways.. And I’'m also'
< . not somebody who.is either d1scouraged eas1ly or -I think ever
- .gives up 1n the face of challenge, because I think life is a
challenge. ' I° “think " you have a wonderful chance" every. day to.

decide how you re golng to live that day and what ‘your . .

7.'contr1butlon @ golng to be-;“.‘-r-_-- . »\“ i y

the time: I mean, women who are ra1s1ng chlldren ;
. “@,*’

Q Are they fr1ends here 1n Washlngton or 4—

MRS CLINTON. Here and around the country,'all the

' ftlme.. And, -you know, we have a lot of the same challenges

confrontlng us whether, you*know, your address is a suburb of

'. Chicago, /or the Whlte House. And I ]ust--— you know, I ]ust

feel very blessed w1th this" opportunlty

: - And I th1nk I present a lot of challenges for
people because I am a trans1tlon f1gure.“ ‘And. I ‘think that -

Tﬁjany tran51tlon period, partlcularly where we-are mov1ng\from,-
’ ,.you‘know, sort of a Cold War, post-World War II era 1nto an

[
N

MORE “j,'f”j"73< -;fﬂf\*

-So 1n any llfe oI mean, I talk to’ my frlends all'\

"; ! Ny ‘
28
,,thls year has meant for you personally and (1naud1ble)
,(Inaudlble) S , Foe . -
’ . L B - ) _'.'l o .\ T . . T Vo
e MRS.\CLINTON. 'Itfs,beenfﬁfwyou=know, it’s been a' .
'Jvery‘—fff . o ‘~;,'h :”C&I[‘lu«.nxfz : ;.‘ J',‘ . EREPE R

N
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* uncharted future, is- g01ng to create a lot of you know,
uncertalnty in people 'S mlnds about what they really want out/
~of their .own llves, how" they arrange- ‘their own work llfe and
famlly 1life to be able-to live- a balanced llfe w1th ;
themselves and ‘the. people they care about A

. N .

[

And so T thlnk that —— 1t's llke the artlcle you o
" . ‘had-a few weeks ago, which ‘was' the survey -of teenagers.m You -
S know, teenage boys. see the future very dlfferently from. ‘

teenage glrls._ There S a lot of -= of. ferment g01ng on 1n
‘ the 5001ety, but I thlnk 1t’s anwexcltlng tlme.~*

e
RN

(Inaudlble) 5001ety, though when that 1t’s the::'

m1d 19905 have such a hard time with coming to grlps with a e>}':

Flrst Lady that is a’ worklng profe551onal° I mean, why --“
why --. why’ do you -arouse such strong feellngs amonyg.
(1naud1ble) mlnorltles, you know, very'common: p051tlons in-
-this country, in most profe551ons, and yet for some reasonuA
the --'the spouse. ‘of 'the pre51dent d01ng serlous work seems
to - to bother a lot of people. ' .
' MRS. CLIyTON*~ But it wasn’t any dlfferent for

Eleanor Roosevelt It you read --,read Dorls Kearns :

T Goodw1n s, wonderful latest : . L

» Q Have you -—.have you read that9 “f':- .C\Jaff

el MRS CLINTON'i I started 1t., My husband’s actually
;;read‘it;,,He s flnlshed=1t.% ::‘, C s o Co Ly

¢ y
¥

”Q I've started 1t too. What»-- what - I mean, at

'*Alot of ‘people: draw strong parallels between you and Eleanor v
Roosevelt (Inaudlble) . : :

MRS CLINTON‘ Oh I thlnk that - that - Oh,\I

thlnk Eleanor Roosevelt was. a pathflnder in ways that none of“_lg>?

the rest of us w1rl lever. understand +And" she’ had a RN
remarkable sense of rlght and- wrong, and duty, and devotion
' .to her’ famlly and her country. But something that ‘went- very
.. 'deep in her" that 'got her up every day to work on. behalf of
: people and causes she believed in,. and that’s very )
o 1nsp1rat10nal for, I thlnk a lot of people, but partlcularly'
S women.,x\< ) \;ﬂ ,'«h:_ L —
: One of my great favorlte saylngs of Eleanor :
Roosevelt is 'something” llke, - woman is like a. teabag.t Whenri'
vshe,ls in: hot water, she just gets stronger.ﬁv So I thlnk

IR
-

MORE



‘;there s no way any of us w1ll ever fully apprec1ate what Mrs.
- Roosevelt 'did and .what'she stood for: . But just as she was a-
©lightning rod, ‘she was’ such: an- exceptlon that she aroused e
. strong feellngs, ‘but. she didn’t really confront’ people w1th UL

N

ch01ces that they're hav1ng to make 1n thelr own llves.

oy .

’f And I thlnk part of what belng a: tran51tlon flgure

;means 1s'that there are many of us going “through this.
tran51tlon. And, you know, women are hav1ng to make tough

choices in their . 11ves. You know, they have to- dec1de

ﬂwhether they want to stay on the fast track in a major;: .

“.newspaper -or. spend more tlme with thelr chlldren.‘ These are-
hard. ch01ces., They have’ all kinds ‘of- dlfflcult challenges o

. that come up at work, come upjln their. relatlonshlps come- up
‘”1n thelr publlc efforts 1n thelr communltles.“ : , .

’A,

:

And a frlend of mlne 1augh1ngly told me" one tlme:.‘

1‘Vu:that vae turned into a -- a gender ‘Rorschach test. People»'

’~,through.“¢»v

" are not really often reactlng to me so much as they are’

reactlng to thelr own llVeS and the trans1tlons they re g01ng

r‘?‘ “

I mean,klf somebodyxhas a female boss “for. the flrst f,

tlme and they ve never. experienced. that, well, ‘maybe they. "

4

I - T don”t mlnd at all people CrlthlZlng the ”

'p011c1es that my husband .espouses and that I favor:. I think

that is falr game for anybody who puts a toe 1nto the publlc

- arena." That is . absolutely ‘what should: happen. But I thlnk

that much of: the, cr1t1c1sm that is. directed at. people in

_public life now —-- and’'I don’t. Just’ include myself CI'm
really’ looklng at most /of" the: people who .are in publlc life.
~Much of what 1s happenlng is .this uncertainty being- ‘worked . :
. Qout about 'how we’re goinhg to.deal w1th all of our problemSv
‘~f‘and what«are the rlght answers..*-~' » S

¢

/ ; ; . . AR 1

Cos ] s - i f PP . v Lo N . - N

PR

";can't take, out their- hOStlllty agalnst her, so-they, turn it . .
on me,: I’ mean, that's the klnd of dynamic that. exists. when /

*ﬂthere s all these. forces at work in a s001ety.' So I don't

A take much of 1t personally~‘ I

And T thlnk people are . yearnlng for simple answers.f

'They would love for:. somebody to be-able to say if you- do.
" ‘this, or if. you. pass that law, - then everythlng w111 be '
~better. .'&;;1 S ,‘e..n Lo o _n,.ﬁ -

- . 1

3.

Well,‘we know that nothlng is that 51mple, but 1f

'jwe contlnue to work hard together and make some dlfflcult

AR B A
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dec151ons, whether 1t’s 1n our personal llves for people to:

. take respon51b111ty for- themselves, ‘spend more, time with
their chlldren, ‘turn the television off and help with - S
homework*'or whether - 1t's in.the workplace, treatlng workers ,
+1ike they were, you know, real part1c1pants 1n the productlon -
of goods and serv10es.,y- . - : i

I thlnk there are a lot of 1nd1v1dual challenges“

. out there that are belng ‘acted: ‘out- mllllons of . times a day, ./

‘but whlch people are struggling - w1th ‘and they then look to

" the: larger polltlcal or- publlc scene and prOject a lot on to

that., So I thlnk thls - thlS is understandable. F .
Q Do people talk about that w1th you?

o MRS CLINTON' Always.ﬁx

}57' o Q Are the people'you meet on the road jgfjg; A:'i'f‘”

(1naud1b1e), too, have trouble (1naud1ble) my jOb.

'MRS. CLINTON.« Absolutely.-ii~giu

s Q ' Do they’t

‘,_‘ . ‘ N ) A N . N o 4

“\-, MRS. CLINTON. Constantly.n Constantly I mean ==
that’s .why this friend of mine -- I was'in-a gatherlng/of
~women,.. and this_ frlend of my.said, you kKnow, you re llke a '

. walking’ gender Rorschach test. . People come up and they -

you know,. they talk to- you about their asplratlons.. And not
just women, men. -as’ well. I méan, men- often come -up to me.
and, you know, say that I’'ve made a’ dlfference in their - '} .
daughter =3 11fe or thelr w1fe has - de01ded to go back to
school. A . L CL , .
R . . o g{ ) Y ‘ "y . ( L. -‘ .

'Sometlmes they come up and cr1t1c1ze ne because B
thelr wife has. decided to go. back "to school. I mean, I am

belng brought into kltchen ‘table conversations- over whether -

- or not, you’ know,‘somebody g3 w1fe should go back to. school.

© _ And lf the wife says. somethlng llke, well, you know,,"Hlllary

Cllnton has a good educatlon," then all of a ‘'sudden it’s my.v\;

.responSIblllty. "So a husband who’s- unhappy about that lS

'~:901ng to,. you know not ‘be’ happy w1th me: ) PR

There s all klnds of stuff g01ng on.:. But ‘I really
feel very pOSltlve about that because as these mllllons and'’

millions  and -millions of" personal decisions get~worked out, I

.fthlnk we re beglnnlng to flnd a better balance agaln..-f”

\. RS
. L

o e
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I I mean, I have sald repeatedly --»I sometlmes thlnk o
”Qpeople don't hearime, but I, say repeatedly ‘what' I want is for'““

_ ‘women -to make . the’ch01ces that are - rlght for them., And, you
. know, ; when I talk to my frlends, one of my best frlends is a

, f.fu11~t1me mother w1th ‘three. chlldren, actlve 1n her PTA y
‘ "actlve in communlty affalrs. ~ s -
. i,_,{ e : , , : o
g . “Qr when T talk to my frlends who are, you know ln
“’thelr»fortles and. have devoted: themselves to thelr career,
'+ never- ‘married, don’t have chlldren m= T mean, I have a’ full .
‘range of frlends who have made all dlfferent klnds of . PRaR T
. ch01ces.~tf SOy LT SN ,v~gxﬂ,: “~,*i}'
ot ( ’ DI .v‘« . U :, i B A‘j’f\ w‘ ';, . : . ‘L Lo )Af,‘. .

And you know, sure, people say, well maybe I

,p’ﬂshould have done X or'Y, but in general,: they feel -like |
.. they’ve made’ ‘the rlght ch01ces for themselves._ That’s what
ower need -to be moving toward and I don’t want to be T
n»";stereotyped and have --;‘.v .,,;_ - u‘f,v,x&~_“_4;,:“'”

# .
. =

MRS CLINTON., Oh I thlnk T am every day. 'Iﬂthinkﬂ

,f{that people, inithis effort to.work.out a lot. of the - ..
'y“challenges that are fa01ng us in the' country, it’s just S
~qeas1er to put: people in- boxesc~ And I'm often surprlsed when'
.- people will meet me®and they’I1l say, ‘"You’re not at’ all llkeftﬁ o
o I thought you. were."‘ And I711 say, "Well how did you thlnk S
j,‘jI was’" And then they'll say, "Well you know "fif , Lo

And I'll say "Well no, 1 don't know." Well you{f

,f,know, they say, "Well, you know w..I-mean, . it’s llke I - I
’ﬁ.sheuld Xnow - because there 's this klnd of list of - e
'fStereotyplcal tralts that get applled to women and you knOW:fo;-?

. ) HllarY. L i\ s ] :2 \_ - i ,,s,f. ‘n . S ’ ,‘:ﬁ :

3

I mean,'lt i 1t's llke I heard a ~-'a fa501natlng

.;dlscu551on,’as ‘we allxhave ‘heard- before, about ‘the linguistic .
. gdlfferences ‘that are applled to men and women dolng the same :
'1behav1or.r I mean, this is. somethlng that’s deeply lngralned }7-
.. in us and. it’s. 901ng to take a- very long tlme to . come to '
“Qﬁterms,w1th it “w,f ,V:I.‘_“~., ~w;'*~w ,,W‘y\ ,,)a

.‘-m

T But what 1s 1mportant 1s for people to be qlven the'”:,

. ’tools. to ‘make good; responsible ‘decisions for themselves. -
;7 And: that's really»what this pre51dent ‘has’ trled to do. . s
" ‘mean, he has tried to help equip. people better to make those,{if‘
"g{jdec131ons. And I thlnk that 1s what eventually wlll be

P o .
T
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e'the world stereotyplng you so°r

,‘\‘_n;:i5"7Q I mean, handlng down --'ff“'\

Ty
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\funderstood by people as they actually look at what's been LT
done’ and what’s, you know, been achleved 1n the lasttyear andj\;;
a half. P} - : HERRCI .

f ':' .
’ 1

. And I thlnk most people w1ll sort themselves out

-i‘about what they thlnk about me personally .or -- or how I

enter 1nto thelr kltchen table conversatlons about the role

' of women- in ‘their own. famllles and all these other thlngs
;that are part of belng a tran51tlon flgure.w' -

Q- Is 1t dlscouraglng to have the Rush lebaughs ofp«“-

MRS CLINTON., He s d01ng 1t for ——?

[
..\ ./.

MRS CLINTON. I mean, he’s. got\a product to sell

‘I mean,’ I regret that I'm helplng to make him rich.

‘ ;(Laughter ). You knowﬂ but I mean,. you know --‘I mean, that’ S
* . the: Amerlcan way. . I mean, I don‘t -- I don’t" really have anyf\ .

. ‘concern. about that I think.that’s ‘all part of the way these ' . '
w people get thelr names out there and - by attacklng somebodyj‘f‘”
n else. o : : o T L

"'\

I thlnk that most of us- are d01ng the best we can f'

with all of the responslbrlltles in our 11vesh and name-’
.+ calling and stereotyplng bears very little relatlonAto the f
o complexlty of most of my frlends' llves ‘right now. .:{, <

L , T thlnk people also have 1nher1ted an- 1mage of whatf';
women should be or are.. And certalnly, when. you re on as blg..w”

a -- a’ stage asI' am because of my ‘husband, you 'know, there

‘are some 1ssues around how people adjust to dlfferences thatv

are just. g01ng to have to be worked ,out over time. ‘And I.-=.

.1 feel ‘the most important respon31b111ty I have is to myself

“ and my’ famlly and to llve my llfe w1th as - much 1ntegr1ty as I f"* -
o can.-~ IR IR ”V . 4 ‘ _ g

t e
TN

S And I have to tell == I’ve never really llstened

‘:7very much: to other people 'S . cr1t1c1sms. I"mean, that’s one»J
.. of the great gifts my: ‘mother. and- father gave me, Wthh is
" “that you have to just :do what you ‘believe 1s rlght and otHer
rh;people w1ll make thelr own dec151ons A ! "

3 B

Q Have you thought about what you mlght do after

‘,llv1ng 1n the Whlte House‘> Do you want to go back to

e‘..__k‘,.
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:f practlce 1aw° Have you glven 1t any thought’

,‘34.-

MRS CLINTON' CI don't know, because I don't plan’

‘~u11ke that I mean, I never thought I would be’ here, and so
ooy attltude is ‘enjoy this and .get as: much out of. it ‘as you
..'can, make as much of a difference. for the good’that you o
- possibly’ can, ‘and ‘then somethlng else w111 come - along ‘And
that's\really how I feel about 1t. R Cy T

A PARTICIPANT. And on that note (1naud1b1e)

Q Can I - can I ]ust ask ohe more th1ng° Slnce '»@"

we were "talking about’ women, as you know, -we'’re. (1naud1b1e)

7

' MRS: CLINTON.Q Well I thlnk the people .who say

f7'f:women in the Whlte House and (1naud1ble) (Inaudlble)

'silthat don't understand how the Whlte House ‘'works - and don“t’
.- understand how lnfluentlal women both 1n the White House and
"fln the administration are in every ‘way" that they can ‘to make

a. contrlbutlon. ~ 8o I don’t -- I mean, I think that's, -you

._know,,the story of the day. And T'm> not really‘concerned . '
.- about ‘it, because I know what the: reallty is, 'and I know. the o
' kind of contrlbutlons that women are maklng -and how 1mportant'*”

they are to the success of thls admlnlstratlon '

\ MRQ Wlthln the Whlte House (1naud1b1e)7-ll} K ; ﬂif};;
MRS CLINTON.V on --f;i ) |
Q -I mean, "I know your staff obv1ously, but 1t'-;;“

A PARTICIPANT.‘ Yes.4 (Inaudlble) : (Laughter )

1.

MRS CLINTON. My staff is’ --fyes, but my staff is

T

"iﬂvery 1ntegrated.‘ I mean,_Melanne is-an lntegral part’ of the~7“

legislative dec1s10n maklng in the White House.. Lisa is an

‘.1ntegralxpart ‘of’ adVlSlng on communlcatlons.. Maggie Wllllams“

is one of the key decision makers in the White House!.’ "Alexis

. Herman is absolutely Xkey to what goes on ‘in the Whlte House."
! Joan. Baggett\and Marcia Hale have ma]or roles and maybe you

don't hear about them - “ ; L

Q Well (lnaudlble) later today or, (lnaudlble)

\Ajust sort of (1naud1b1e)

S MRS CLINTON ‘No. I mean, we are cr1t1c1zed ife we fﬁh
HE Qdon't have llnes of authorlty and we re' crltlclzed 1f we do -

| MORE" 3 §"f'9[,‘u
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'3mhave llnes of authorlty,~so I klnd of glve up
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,.iattltude is,. you ‘know, I understand the need’ to flll column :
,gf;space and to write something every day, and that's why, you
A V;;know, I don't pay much attentlon to 1t. P Lo , : ,~,J
S -«3u9- I thlnk the amportant thlng 1s, you know, what -
V;actually is, ‘getting done day after day after day, and there S
eean great story,to tell. And women: have made and will ‘continue
.77 to make,. you know, major contrlbutlons to. what is- done and '
h~w111 continue to be: very 1nfluent1al.~u s<~,” Co «
L S :

s You know, most women in, thls admlnlstratlon are ,L;'j
worklng too hard to really promote themselves, and 50 -maybe '
you don’t hear enough about them, but they_are there.f 59’,

Okay . -, J'W'Md‘z,,» «.w. . :,~ KRN e

Q Thank you so much for your tlme. Sy
. , MRS CLINTON..,Xou,re_welcomeu_;jgj",w,iu% N:}fnﬂ-f S
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