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' Q We can’ go anywhere :;you guys want to go.. Take
:'one question: around the table and" start., ‘We have about 20
"25 m1nutes., : oo :

) Q. Okay Oh good._AI was g01ng to ask 1f we could
maybe comblne m1nutes since we’ re all together. -

Q Yes.‘ ,‘7.\- ‘ ‘,y' f_ p ‘k“ﬁty,_] .T?[H PN
. MRS. CLINTON° Yes. - We thought we could actually‘
'_get more questlons 1n th1s way. j' o ",.

B Q Oh good Well I know 1 have just been dy1ngh,
to ask you, rumor has it and I've read a few. places that =
you’re th1nk1ng of playing more.of a tradltlonal\Flrst Lady
role.j Say 1t a1n’t so, Hlllary :9. . g~/:“ -

. MRS CLINTON' Well let ' me say th1s that I have ol

,fjalways done the traditional. F1rst Lady role since I.got to

' Washington, . just as when’ my . husband was the governor of
eArkansas.- I enjoy that._ I llke —-,\ :

“\

Q The ceremonlal events'>

e MRS CLINTON",-- the ceremonlal events, be1ng part y
of history. .I love the entertaining. . We just had President
and Mrs. Yelts1n. We’re about to have Pre51dent Mandela.-‘I
pick the menus. I approve the flowers.. I do everything that' -
fits into what m1ght be viewed as the tradltlonal dut1es w
'because they are- 1mportant o : : Loy
o . But I also .am. g01ng to contlnue d01ng what I have
L always done, which is to speak out. on behalf 'of issues that
are 1mportant to the President and to me and to the country
I m going to contlnue to work on - 1ssues,‘1nclud1ng health..

5 care, and do what I .can to- make a contrlbutlon to prov1d1ng ,
' .'.the‘kind of changes that. ‘the’ President . campalgned on and that"

‘ he s worked on for the flrst 20. months.r_: : o oot
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,best of my ablllty.‘m

s Q Good

2\

.they are very actlve 1n the communlty and maybe on the front
"lines’ of ~some: controver51a1 1ssues. o

I have frlends who are full tlme career women but

:glrush home to put on a dinner party and, yolu know, take their '
"niece. or: nephew to the ballet, ‘and then I have frlends who

are llke me and most women these days, balancing work and.
famlly responsibilities and kind of keeping all the balls ;n

the air'-at one time. And that is a challenge, but it’s

exciting, and that’s what I'm g01ng to contlnue d01ng to the ‘

Q Interestlng ' Ellen Goodman had ‘a column

: (1naud1h1e) on that questlon about, I guess, the take 'in

Washlngton at least seems to be that .you have been relegatedV
more to a: ceremonlal role, chrlstenlng a» Shlp 1n Connectlcut

}and plannlng the (1naud1ble)

. MRS. CLINTON. You know Tom,_lt's so funny because

_,'I was thrilled to.be asked to chrlsten a ship. I mean,. thls
. is - a once-ln-a 11fet1me experience. - Six months ago, seven - .’
- months ago- that was on my calendar. But I also gave the

keynote speech at the christening, ‘which is a rather unusual.
occurrence. And my speech was about what we do at thée end of.
the cold war to maintain our defense but also to support

't those workers who made our m111tary might so formldable.

. Then I went from there to the Coast Guard Academy
at the invitation of the Coast Guard. I was the first First-
Lady ever to review the regimental troops and’ then addressed
the Coast Guard. Academy about their challenge as the what’s

. called Humanitarian service of our: mllltary. ‘It was a very -

full day. And apparently, as often happens, the plcture of
ne chrlstenlng the submarine was used to' draw all ‘kinds of

. conclu51ons that had no basis 1n what I had actually ‘done.

‘ So that is somethlng that I regret but I go out
and do it day in'and day out. -‘We’re happy to prov1de

~information to anyone who. is 1nterested about what I’m 5
; saylng, where I’m going. It remlnds me a little bit about :
what. happened at a comparable, time in the campalgn when all
"of a sudden people -- I think they re like cycles in some of
. the national press. 1It’s like they roll the wheel ‘and they
" say, "Okay, this week 1t's Hlllary s back—1n-the~house week"

;
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somethlng else. K

like Mlaml,

ust out campalgnlng nonstop, -coming to places ‘
or: Hollywood or Fort Lauderdale, where I always'”

- had press avails, where I often dld one on- ones just as I've

done here today

o So I had thls huge amount of press out in local and
reglonal press,. ‘but I wasn’t d01ng it in Washington, so it-

_dldn’t count, Wthh for me, coming ‘from a background of-

state- polltlcs, where I 'see what happeéns at the grass roots
level, has been hard to adjust to because ‘it’s really almost .

the national press. corps it doesn’t count, ‘even. if you’ve

Q
you? ‘

done it in Hollywood ‘and it’s got its own press coverage -
. there which
: that ‘and - keep d01ng what you re d01ng

is s1gn1flcant.» But you Just have to 11ve w1th

You sald you regretted that 'Does'it'botherﬁ '

get on the- same wavelength so that, you know, if I'm, g01ng to

‘go christen
~everything,

a ship and make a’ couple of speeches .and
I mean,. let people ‘draw their ‘conclusions from

the actual occurrence instead of taking a tiny little plece d

supportedu
Q

. .and then 3ump1ng to a- conclu51on that's not necessarlly

‘\,

Golng back to - someone mentloned health care.-

care plan because you re a woman, because you re the First
Lady? Do you think. that everything that you’ve tried: to do
has been under scrutlny because of that and they just can’t

o a hard tlme

know if you

. to be still

"health care

.. 'very.-strong
" the last 60

‘ »health care.f

?

‘”fseparate those two°

0 S e T
. rl 7 B 4 ".I ‘ : e

" and, .you know, they wrlte the story, ahd=then:they’move,on'to;

MRS CLINTON° No. I regret that somehow we' can’t

T . Well durlng the campalgn when the wheel hlt there {'
- I had been ] ‘

A schlzophrenlc., I mean,, if. you don’t do somethlng in front of .

[

LA

’Do you think at all that people were critical of your health

‘ : MRS CLINTON-, You know, for ‘some - people that mlght:
“,be the case..

And I’m sure. that it is; that- people still have -

with women in'all kinds of p051tlons.' I don’t
two still run into that, but, you know, it seems-

'occurrlng But I think that more than that; the
debate unleashed all kinds of strong emotlons and
opp051tlon, which is always ‘what has happened in -
years any tlme any Pre51dent has' trled to take on .’

{
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fneeded to proceed.

'_4o:
. . ° ‘f‘ .
The same klnds of 1nterests who opposed health care

.Ireform this year opposed it when Pres1dent Truman 1ntroduced
'Qlt. ‘And -he- had excellent people worklng for hlm, mostly,;as‘“”

I recall, men, ‘but Stlll very able people,’ but the same,
arguments were made:. It’s just an extremely compllcated
political task to overcome “the’ opp051tlon of many of the-

'}_1nterest groups and rebut a lot .of their attacks on a health ’}17
_ care proposal. And they are ]ust very powerful 1n maklng .
~ those attacks.. S R

At

I went back and read some of Pre51dent Truman s -

f;speeches in the last couple ‘of weeks, because he presented
.y 'national health-‘care in ‘45, f47, and ‘49. And somebody from
‘“an ‘archive source-had gathered up for me some. of .the

opp051t10n that was used against Pre51dent Truman.. My .
goodness.  They called him all kinds of names. -. There was. a

t‘very personal attack on. him as well as on: the . idea of @
\natlonal health care. So I. don't take that personally I

view that as juet part of the tactlcs of the opp051tlon.‘:
Q Are you bltter about that at all? '

" MRS. CLINTON. No, I’m not, because I think that =~

‘what happens is you have to Know g01ng into soniething as - o
- difficult as health care reform that you are really trylng to .. |
.© .g6 uphill. : And this tlme, you know, we made mistakes. We’
.didn’t do everythlng in. retrospect that we mlght have done to''
’explaln more clearly ‘to the public what was really at stake'

in health care. reform or what ‘was really in the Pre51dent'

- proposal

D But you know, that’s a klnd of live’ and learn

" experience. It hadn’t been tried in so long. I mean, :
.. .President Nixon introduced comprehen51ve health care reform,.
" and then it just died, 'So for more than 20 years. thls debate ..
had not(really been ‘carried. out in. the American body polltlc.“"‘

And ‘so we had to kind" of flgure out where we, were and how we

‘ :,‘ And I actually feel very good about where we' ended
up. We got-a bill for the. flrst time ever 'in our. hlstory out’

- ofjseveral committees. We got it to the. floor 'of both
- Houses. We really 1gn1ted a national conversation about

health care reform. 'All- today, everywhere I’ve been people
have said ‘"Don’t glve up". © And they’ve been g1v1ng ‘me their

E ,1deas, how about this or how about that’ So I flnd that" very‘
'exc1t1ng and gratlfylng : Lo ‘ :

. L
B
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Q Absolutely I remember the remarks you made to

.. the graduatlng class at the University ‘of ‘Texas last year.
- It was- shortly after your father passed. And I still

remember your remarks, because you. said that the nation was
in a crlsls of meaning and a splrltual vacuum. - And T thought.

. that was so. interesting. ' It is rare that you hear polltlcal
- people talking about that spiritual. or inner life. I just

wanted’ youfto elaborate that.v I mean, obv1oosly 1t!s»a big

. Part of your llfe.r*

MRS CLINTON.' nght./ It is. It's hard to talk

about because .it’s not something.that is ea511y dlscussed in .

. 'public forums. and a lot of people, as we know- from our . ,’

.,’hlstory, use rellglon ‘or their own partlcular bellefs for’ D
\polltlcal or other agendas.: 5 P S o

But I was quotlng from Albert Schweltzer in that )

‘speech where he really was talking about somethlng that’

been going on in the world a lot longer than just in the. last
few years in. Amerlca, where we’re ,all, trylng to make sure
that we have’ some values that we can. ‘count’ on,’ that stand the

"f'test of- tlme, that don't just blow Wlth the w1nds of change.l

And I thlhk»that that's part of what is g01ng on in

, our. country rlght now, and it is both very exciting that
"people are asklng themsélves some tough: questlons about what

“their beliefs are and what their values are. And it’s also a
- 1little bit worrlsome because part of the: genlus of the

Amerlcan political system is that those kinds of discussions

. are to-inform our. publlc llfe but not to dlctate polltlcal or

publlc de0131ons. ’;'
: , And trylng ‘to strlke that llne in today s times .is
a. tough one.. I mean, when people come out and say.. that thelr

j,rellglous bellefs say they - should be opposed ‘to GATT which .
- .is a trade treaty,:I say.to myself, "Wait, a mlnute., Now, - howm
! Q'dld we get:to this p01nt°". So you’ve got to be very careful

- in talking about these issues . not to go in the" wrong

: dlrectlon. But they do- need to be talked about.’

)

My husband often says that our Constltutlon

~ﬂguarantees each of us freedom.of rellglon but not freedom"
_from religion. ‘And religion: is an 1mportant part of the

lives ‘of. probably ‘the vast majorlty of Americans,’ however
they define it. So we don't want-to have such-a separatlon

~ that it’s 1lleg1t1mate, ‘but. we’ also don’t want to-go over the’
“line that the’ Founders and the Constltutlon lald out. for us. ‘

5\
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' So. 1t’s golng to be a- fas01nat1ng back and forth. over the
'next few years., : : : .

th1nk1ng maybe Generatlon X will take that up as. the1r cause:

N MRS CLINTON" Yes.3 They~certa1n1y have been | . ,
respons1ve. I mean, hundreds of thousands .of calls came in

. to that: 800, number, and something well over. 100,000 actually

" completed- the appllcatlons for the first summer of service. '
So the response has béen intense. I think young people . want'
‘to be part of- somethlng blgger than themselves.‘_ )

: When I th1nk about my own. 11fe, I th1nk that fa1th
famlly, ‘work, serv1ce, those are the four pillars on which I

‘kind of judge ‘my own life and how I .spend .my time. And be1ng

"of service to other people 'is 1mmense1y gratlfylng -And I

. “think young people want to serve if they are given the

opportun1ty,,whlch we'’ re golng to try to glve them.:'

. Q Speaklng as a member of Generatlon X i
graduated from college last year.  And I went to the

'University of Maryland at College Park, s6 I was ‘right: there.f‘
I had an exam so I didn’t get to go to the Inauguratlon, but

'I was rlght there. ' And ny generatlon and my parents’

generation -- my: parents are your age -- that was kind of,

';‘somethlnglthat we all agreed on. It was the first t1me,'I

guess, -‘our generatlons had something ‘to talk about. And .
everyone talked about the- change that:was happenlng, "and- that

u(there was- just a mood and we all could walk around and- just
be happy .

b i
' o

think that people are: st111 feellng that way, ‘that there is

‘st111 ‘a hope there? -

o

work of change 'is never easy, and many. people who were .
frustrated or dlsappolnted about the-way their lives or the.

“.world were going and hoped for almost an immediate change

can’t help but be disappointed. That’s not the way it ,
happens in your individual 11fe, and it’s certalnly not the

"Ihway it happens 1n the 11fe of a natlon.{ ,

o

' _MORE . ‘,“,p‘jat.li S

At the ha1fway polnt of the Adm1n1stratlon, do you

: Q Are you hop1ng that Amer1Corps will k1nd of plck B
up some of that and get. young people involved? You know, it
" reminds me of the old Peace Corps and' Vista and has me-

N

~ .

. ‘ MRS. CLINTON.: oh, 1 think -there 1slf I think there.
. is ‘a tremendous amount of hope. ‘But I also th1nk that the -
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Any t1me you are confront1ng change,_whether it’s
mov1ng from Maryland to Florida to take a job or having a-

.baby, -or dec1d1ng whether to get marr1ed or taking some leap
_of faith in your work llfe, it’s scary, and a. lot of people
really have a lot of anx1ety in- the face of change..

Well when\you take a polltlcal system and country

as complex as ours and beg1n to change’ direction, you can’t

snap your f1ngers and make it happen. So. people’ get .
frustrated. And with all of the arguing back and forth it

‘looks kind of dlscouraglng to some people. -But that’s why I

said in-my remarks that the two things. you should never watch

‘being’ made are sausage and leg1slatlon, because they are both

very messy processes.,

v

© But if you look at what we’ ve actually ‘seen .

'accompllshed in the last 20 months, there are many- reasons

‘ .for hope and optimism.- The’ President has reversed tr1ckle—

'-”down economics, which was underm1n1ng the future. of . Co
‘Generation X very quickly: °And we got the economy ‘back on a
better track, more flscal respons1b111ty, which is not a sexy\-

issue maybe for young people but is really critical as to-

what k1nd of opportun1t1es w1ll be avallable in. the future.

" You know, 4 3. mllllon new jobs, a lot of the -
accomplrshments in addltlon to things 1like national serv1ce.

- . And expanded college loans by taking the middleman out, which _
was a huge fight, got very little coverage because basically'

the President was cutting out the people who took’ their piece

. of the college loan dollar as it came down the conveyor belt,

so that we now have: many more billions of  dollars avallable :

‘at’-lower 1nterest rates. for 20 mllllon more e11g1ble
frec1p1ents. ' - . :

So, I mean, all of these th1ngs, and I could name

' many others, will begin to be felt in the lives of people, ‘so
_that the kind of constant daily barrage of arguing and : :
- partisan bickering and the negat1v1sm that goes on in-
»Washlngton, that will: give way to: the reallty of how people
are see1ng 1mprovements.

But we did not get 1nto the problems that the

‘President ran aga1nst overn1ght. We’re not going to get out
.of them overn1ght. And any time you raise expectations
‘because you. want people to feel hopeful about what they can
"~ do, there is a natural frustratlon when 1t doesn't happen .

¢ -

S 'MofR‘E_,
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-1mmed1ately. But 1t’s happen1ng, and people are golng to be

see1ng more and more of what’s been accompllshed

Th1s Pres1dent and th1s Congress work1ng together,'f

_have actually achieved more than any Congress'in decades.
And the Congressional /Quarterly did an analysis of the first
year of the Congress and said it was the most product1ve -
since 1965. They are now in the: midst of analyzing the
second year, and there are so many th1ngs that w1ll make a
dlfference that have never broken through ' C

l

g I talked about one today wh1ch is ‘a bor1ng llttle;'

th1ng about procurement revision. I mean, Al Gore and Bill
.Clinton love stuff like that, because they. really got down.
~into it and f1gured out  how you could change the way people
were ripping off the Defense Department, part1cu1arly, for -
decades.. And the bill got through Congress It is going to
be s1gned into law. ~And it will do away w1th\the era of the
$900 tollet seat. ‘ ' 0 o

: That may" not be big;, but it was those $900 tollet
seats and $500 screwdrivers that year after year undermined
‘people’s faith in the common sense, of the government in
Washington. So.it’s slow and steady but it’s .on a .forward’
movement wh1ch 1s what I. th1nk is the most 1mportant th1ng

Q When you spoke th1s morn1ng at the temple you

" cited Nelson Mandela' for. 1nsp1ratlon. Maybe I was reading

more into- it than I should have. My sense was when you' were-
saying to people -- you talked about: the cycles in history
post-World War One, World War Two, and now we’re in another
~cycle of- change There is this anx1ety, but you look at
people 1like Nelson Mandela and you say, what we'’re going

through is nowhere near as tough as what he went through. Is:

that 1n a. way, ‘the way you talk yourself up and say -

: | MRS CLINTON. Well 1t’s ‘not even the way I have.
to talk. myself up,’ It’s a rea11ty che¢k. You know, there
are real people of. courage in' this country and around the .

'world who get up every .day .and move us a step closer toward a’

better future. It m1ght be the teacher who goes into the
inner city and takes care of those kids. It m1ght be the
‘nurse who shows up at the emergency room.' 1 mean, there’s so
much good that goes on.: And we just keep gett1ng overwhelmed
by all the negat1ve stor1es. - . A

MORE -

N



..9-

I mean, most people who llve in 1nner c1t1es of our: .

: ma]or cities are law—ab1d1ng, decent, hard-work1ng people
- struggling’ aga1nst great odds. -- And. yet they are stereotyped

and painted in-a way. that does them and the. rest .of us a
great d1sserv1ce. » - - ‘ .

We are not. talk1ng ourselves: up as Amerlcans enough”

' I guess 1s what my feellng is. I :don’t need ‘to.be talked up.

-I.get up every day .and my husband gets up every day and we -
are exhllarated by what can ‘be’ done. .

t
K '

v
’

S I mean, yesterday my husband s1gned the .
appropr1atlons bllls.’ For the first time 'in 30 years they
.got-done on time. Now, nobody in America may care, about :
"that. But' 1t’s a little tiny step for making the government

g work better for people. He does things. like that -every.-

s1ngle day’ which he takes® personal sat1sfactlon in whether
anybody else knows about 1t._ _ : o

. on the’ b1g stage of. hlstory, writ large, look at’

' what has happened in the last 20 months. We. have stablllzed :

our relationship with Russia, "which a lot of people forget

- was under great stress when the: President came in. We" have

seen incredible. breakthroughs 1n the Middle East, again ' ks
because of - people with courage "and vision.who never gave up,‘
,hever. let the cynics get the better of them. It didn’t.

.matter how hopeless 1t seemed _ They kept struggllng toward '.‘,

. peace..

N

s .:' A

". And then South Afrlca where under most normal

analyses, how could that have ever happened’ And it happened

because. of 1nd1v1duals. I mean, DeKlerk and. Mandela v .
bas1cally dec1ded they were golng to change the way the1r'u
country operated. _ , ) _
N : . oLt : --A, e ‘ i

\

, ‘And so for me the glass is half full -not‘half
empty “And it does a great disservice ‘to the values of . th1s
country ‘and to what made America -the optlmlstlc, pos1t1ve
~place it’s. always been for. people to get .80 down on:

' themselves.and on each other.; There .is no bas1s for it.
Yes, we’ve got problems. My goodness, we have. " Let’s not
deny ‘that like we  have" in ‘the ‘past. Let’s not talk’ about ‘it

. belng wonderful and all that when we, know we ve got problems o

» But those are problems that are solvable if people
work together and _get ‘themselves: willing to make some tough

'"''decisions. So, I mean, I’m a very olad- fashloned Amerlcan..'I'

oy
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- what we can get done
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“think that whatever is wrong with us can be fixed by what’s’

‘'right with us as long as we. have a pos1t1ve att1tude about

. \
LY

S Q When you encounter thlngs llke that you tell 4
that joke about the Pope walk1ng on- water (1naud1ble) And -
in the headllnes every day ‘you find. that part that will give :
Rush Limbaugh. three ‘hours. worth. of material;to talk about. '
‘Doesn’t that at times make you just want to curl up in a.
fetal pos1tlon or somethlng‘> o .

MRS CLINTON., Never No, never that. I mean, I’
not golng to say . that it’s. pleasant to hear people ‘say untrue
thlngs about, you.or to belittle the accompllshments of your '

" husband. That certainly 1s ‘not pleasant. But I take those

‘people for what they are. .I mean, this ‘is be1ng done: for
commerc1al and polltlcal reasons. VIt is not very .
compllcated I mean,’ 1t’s just as: old as’ pollthS and as old j
as thrs country BRI y S RN e .

S e I mean, the k1nds of thlngs that used to be sald
about Thomas Jefferson or Abraham Lincoln or ‘anybody else

-~ ,were just as vicious. They just weren’t as constant.} ‘We now |

~have .24-hour constant med1a barrage. 'And so you can'never.:

-'vescape it. .It’s not wait.until you see what nasty th1ng is

written in the newspaper about. Falla, the dog, that you
know, Pre51dent Roosevelt had to respond to. It’s.'24 hours.
“It’s constant. And I think that that has changed the way
people react almost llke there s just too much, of ity ‘

Anybody can be free to cr1t1c1ze.f That is all part
of the political system.‘ But when it’s. relentless and never-.

”.\endlng because it sparks controversy and,. therefore, it gets

attention, and, therefore, you have a commerc1al of political-
‘advantage, .it gets to be a little bit much._ And it does . -
begin to . 1nfect the polltlcal atmosphere., I'm well aware,of;
that.; : S o~ L ,Q.f_;, ‘.‘\' o

But I also have:a very strongly held bellef that'w
results count : for somethlng,-that you can only make up

'reallty for so’ long, and -people who rant.and rave, about- the.'

Pre51dent eventually, they re g01ng to have to say, ‘"yell,
‘wait a m1nute. You: know, unemployment dropped two. polnts."

I mean,‘eventually that just catches up. The facts do ,
‘ eventually catch. up oy - _ B

7/ . . . . .
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: . It’s llke that old say1ng that ‘you know ‘a lie can.
be -around the world before the truth can be spoken. “That’s
always been the. case.’ But you just have to keep countlng on
the 1ntelllgence and decency of the Amerlcan people, wh1ch I

., think: 1s worth count1ng on:. ,

Q We can take one more questlon before we go.__\

: s Q{ In 11ght of that how do you combat stress°t
Where do you f1nd the - energy to go on, to keep g01ng° '

; : ,‘ MRS CLINTON. Well;; I’m very lucky, because I'have~
“_a wonderful fam11y,.1nc1ud1ng ny brothers ’ o . .

Q You are very fam11y or1ented aren’t you°
A o MRS CLINTON' Yes._ They make ne. 1augh and keep me
’\down to earth. My husband- and ‘I spend a lot of time"
_ together.\ We watch mov1es together.g We play cards together.
‘;We just have a lot of fun.f:g.,n\ ‘

. "y
s
¢

Q What k1nd of games to do you llke° *
b p'[ MRS CLINTON. Well my husband is a fanat1c card
‘player. ~We play p1noch1e, wh1ch is the card game that my - :
_ father taught us all to play. We then: taught Bill. And we-f
then taught Chelsea. So. we. play ‘card: games. We, put puzzles
'together.' We watch. sports on TV because my’ husband is a
~fanat1c about sports. i . : ‘

_ -We just spend a lot of t1me w1th each other, and we
',enjoy 1t and it’s just fun to yéll and scream ‘at some

' sportlng :évent or yell and scream about a card game or

whatever 1t 1s we’ re dolng ' -

S .
RN N . \

- And then I have great fr1ends that are a1ways theren"' )

'for me, and I try to be there for them,,too That’s one of"
""the things that’s very 1mportant for me is that when I have a
‘friend who is sick or having a problem I want to be ava11ab1e
- to them, too.. And then I read a lot. I’ ‘exercise. I pray. K ~. .
'I do the things that I think help g1ve you a sense ‘of balance--‘
in your life so’ that it~ doesn’t just get totally wrought up
and carrled away / :
D B ,’\f, :
‘ ©, QI know" you re an av1d reader What is the 1ast
good gook you ve! read or what are you read1ng now° "w
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. , MRS. CLINTON: Oh, my gosh. ;I’m reading Doris
Kerns Goodwin’s’ book about Frank11n "and ‘Eleanor. Roosevelt
whlch ls marvelous. . . ; :

Q uIs 1t°

MRS. CLINTON.- Oh it 1s brllllantly wr1tten You -
feel like you’re actually there w1th them, the way she uses
little details about . the. way thé White House was.arranged, -
and who would come to spend - the nlght and what they would -
eat ,and what the people would.wear,- as. well as the much o
blgger issues about.what was at stake, and marvelous parts of'

it with things. that Mrs. Roosevelt would say to Winston T
‘Churchill or that’ Franklin Roosevelt would say about
somebody ; It’s really great readlng

Q Does she rema1n your role model’

.( “‘ o o o .
: MRS CLINTON.- I adm1re her so much VI mean, there
~ are many women who have been in this p051tlon whom I think
' did a remarkable job under challenging 01rcumstances - but
probably no ‘one ever did what she 'did or will ever do it. -
again, because she did it at a t1me when it was so totally !
: \unexpected and when women just d1dn’t do what she d1d..v. '

N

/It wasn’t ]ust belng 1nvolved in pollcy, whlch she
-was. ' She even had a job for a time. .- She was the first to ﬂ
. give press conferences. She traveled exten51ve1y - But she-
really took stands'on.a whole range of issues. That I admire
greatly.. ‘So I just don’t th1nk there w111 be anyone ever

qu1te llke her. - R o , Lo f'“

S Q Ellen Goodman s column mentloned that.d I th1nk '
_she mentioned that ‘it had been reported.that Doris’ Kerns o
Goodw1n s ‘book was ‘on: your nlght 51de table.

. \

‘ MRS; CLINTON' It 1s 'It-1s~v It 1s. Yes.

: Q And she mentloned that Eleanor Roosevelt’s f1rst
job was to head up, I think, the Office of ClVll Defense at
the beglnnlng of World War Two. S -

' MRS. CLINTON'- Well you know, she'had been -
1nvolved in so many-things. Let me just say most. First
- Ladies’ have been. I mean," there is this great myth that -
women were never»lnvolved 1n what - the1r husbands d1d in the
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" White. House, and all one has to do is go back and look at the
h1stor1cal record to know that that: 1s not true | '
And Mrs Roosevelt had beén. 1nvolved in many areas '
of the government. ' She had personnel suggestions. -She had
pollcy changes: that she wanted done, on and on. But she had
.never. had a job. So she did. - She took ‘this job.. - And it
‘caused a . huge uproar. . I mean, .she wasfroundly'criticized and
call k1nds of thlngs..-i ' . ' o

N . : She probably,_for her t1me, 1f you could ]ust go.

.maybe pr1nt the print medium inch by 1nch since we .didn’t

ave .television - and I don’t think radio was really a
polltlcal document or a polltlcal medium ' in those. days -~ I'm
.not sure ‘she probably d1dn’t even .have more print criticism
than I*have just: on a, you know, year by year sort of a ’
bas1s.. - , . co) S

[
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- But she d1dn’t have as. much of 1t because you have
telev1s1on and radlo and all the rest of it. 'But, my .
goodness, they said terrible things about her. And they . just

.made ‘fun of her, and ridiculed what she be11eved 1n, and just .
. gave her a terr1ble t1me. And she kept- golng -And she 'did S
. what ‘'she thought was rlght.. 'And .I think that’s what you ‘have:

to do 'in your life. ‘You know, you. get up every day, and you

/  ¢can make a cholce whether you are going to do what you think o
- .is right or get pushed around by whatever the - latest w1nds

'newspaper. We re rlght down the street.

are' that are blow1ng

Q So you take’ solace in that’
T MRS CLINTON. Oh T adm1re her greatly "And I
thlnk that if 'you’re going to do anything in this position.
you’‘re. golng to be, cr1t1c1zed and so you might as well do

-what you belleve 1n.~=

Q' (Inaudlble) Mlamlelmes is a black community '

Q She has been to Mohammed’s offlce.
Q Oh really’
IMRs CLINTON. Yeah I sure have, in /92.

' Qﬁ‘Absolutely, 1991;

MORE
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| - . MRS. CLINTON: Oh, you weren’t here. You were
still in'college; : o : o ; .

9 No, I'was-still'in college. .

, , Q I told h1m I had brought the mountaln to
- Mohammed.». . - . :

Q And we are like rlght down the street from
thtle Haiti on 54th Street and it turns. into Little Haiti.
.I also do: a thing called Street Talk. We go around and we
- ask questlons like a man-on-the~street 1nterv1ew., :

: SO .we are rlght ‘in: the communlty, and we are’ N ‘
' talklng to people.  And the people that I knew in college and
.. the people I know there, -everyone seemed to. have been behind
the administration in a way that I don’t think that black
people were involved. or behlnd pOllthS 51nce the civil

rlghts movement since Kennedy
. 1

\ .

: - . L grew up . w1th grandmothers ‘with the plctures of
Kennedy and Klng and Jesus.' They are all there together. And |
people were saylng the same things, my grandmother and my
~ great aunts, you. know, about -- and the ladies down here
. their age and younger. ' This 1s the same thlng I was asklng
. .about, hope and all that '

, ‘Do you thlnk about that" The black communlty
;—- not ‘to speak for the black community, because, you know,
we can’t, but that a considerable part . .of the black community

seemed or seems to~be so- behlnd the admlnlstratlon°

R ‘ MRS CLINTON. Well we are very grateful for that

support because the. Pre51dent is firmly committed to making -
. opportunities available and giving every American the chance

" to 11ve up to hlS or her God-glven potentlal

And 1t is somethlng that he personally cares so
‘ much about ‘having grow up in the south and remembering legal

segregatlon, that he- thinks our country must continue to makevr"

progress on the issues like race which have been throughout.
‘our entire history contentlous and lelSlve, and we will
:Acontlnue to do that - U :

(End of 1nterv1ew.)
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