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" I. Q We can go anYWh~reyou guys: warit 'to 'g6." Take" 
one question" a,r'ound ;the, table and st,art. ,We have about 20, 

- '2 5 ~iriutes. 
I " 

, Q ' okay". 'Oli, 'good. ':I" ,was gol.ng to ask if we co'ui'd 
maybe combine minutes f sin~e' we' r'eall togetl;ler.' 

( ,"Q' Y,es.' 
, ", , , ,'," -, ',' , ,:'" ,

MRS., CLINTON: Yes., We,thoug:i1twe "could actually 
get more questions ,in: tfiis" way, . ' , " ' 

" , , ' .... , , 

Q Oh,good.-",Well, ,I know I ",have just been dying' 
to ask you, rumor has it- and I've read a "f~w" placeS;, that, '" 
you're thinking of playing more ,of a trad,itional, Fi'rst Lady 
role. Say it ain(t so, Hillary. ': 

, '. \' ,I 

" " MRS. ' CLINTON: Well, " let' me say this" that; 1- have 
,always done the traditi,omj,l First Lady'role since I,:got, ,to 
Wa'shihgton,~ ,just ,as when my, hqsband wasthegoverhor of" 

,Arkansas., 'Ienjoytha:t: I like,...- " " 
': \ , 

Q The ceremonial events? 
, ' 

. ! . . 

, MRS. CLINTON: ',';;'-t:he ,ceremonial events, being part 
of history. ,I 10ve'tl.1e entertaining., ,We just, had President 
arid 'Mrs'. Yeltsiri. We're about to have President Mandela. I 
pick the 'menus'. I approve the flowers., I' do 'everything ,that: 
,fits into what might pe viewed as the traditional'" duties, 
because they are' important. :" 

. . ' ~ , \ .' .'~. . . " I 

, "', ", But I also ,am, going to' coritimie doing what ± have 
always done, which is to speak out ,on beh"C!-lf' of issues that 

" ' are" important to the President and tq me and to , the country.' 
, I 'm -going to continue to work, on issues ~ including,' health 

", care, and do ~hatI,6an" to 'm~k~ acontributl.on to providing! 
'" the "kind of changes \ that, the' President campaigned on and that 

') he's worked on for. . the first. . 20, . months.", ' 

I ' 
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,they are veryactive in the' community a'nd' maybe on the front 
'lines' of some controversial issue•• 

I have friend~ who: are; full-time career,women bu~ 
rush' ho).Ue to ,put pn .a dJ.nnerparty and', you know, take theJ.r J 

niece ,or' nephew t9 the ballet, and then I have friend~ .:who 
are like me and most women these days, balancing work and, ' 
family responsibilities and kind of keeping all the balls in 
the air'at one time. And that is a chal'lenge, but it,i s ' 
excit'ing~' and that's what I'm going to continue doing to the 

,best of my ability •. ~,' " " 

. .9' Good. 

Q ::rnteresting. Ellen Goodman had-a column, . 
(inaudible) on that question about," I guess, the take 'in 
Washington at least;, seems to 'be that you have been re'legated 
more to .a' ceremonial role,' chr istemirig a \ ship' in Connecticut 

,and planning the. (inaudible)',." ... ' 

MRS. CLINTON,,: You ,'know, Toni, ,it's so funny because 
I wasthrilled to beaske'dto 'chpisten a ship. I .mean , 'this 
is a once-iJ)-a.;..lifetimeexperience. Six months ago, sev~n .' 
months ago that was .on my calendar. But I also gave: the 

. keynote speech at the christening ,'whiqh is a rather unusual 
occurrenqe: And my speech was, about what we do at the end of 
the cold war to ~aintain oui defense but also to support 
those' workers :who made our m~litary might so formidable. 

. \. Then I went from ':there to the Coast Guard Academy . 
at the' invitation of the Coast Guard. I was the,·first First· 
Lady ever to review the' regimental troop~ and'then adclres'sed - , . th~ Coast. Guard. Academy about their.challeJ'?-ge as the.what's 
called humanita:rian service of. our ·mil,itary..' It' was. a yery' 
full day. And, apparently, as often happens, the picture of' ,I' 

me christening the. 'submarine was used to' draw all 'kinds of 
conclusions .that had no basis inwha't I had actually done. 

So that issomethirig th,at I regret,. ,but:~ I go out 
and do, it day' in; and day out. "We're happy to provide,r 
information to anyone who. is interested about what, I'm, 
saying, ;where I'm going. It reminds me a little b,it abc:mt 
what happened at a comparable:time'in the campaign when all 
of. a ',sudden people -- I .thinkthey're like cycles' in som~ of 

, the nation<;ll. press. It's like they roll the wheel 'arid, they 
say, "Okay, this week· i t',s Hillary's back-in-the-hous'e week", . .' 

". 
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~md, ,y;;'uknow,' th~y wrf.tet.he story,' arid· then ,they /move, on 'to, ' 
something 71se." , 

, \ 	 , . 
\Well, dur'ing the campaign when the wheel hit, there 

I had been just out campaigning nonstop, -coming to pta'ces, " 
like Miami, or Hollywood, or Fort Lauderdal~',where, I always' 
h~d pres)s avails, ,where I often did dne-on-ones just ~s I've 
done' here ',today'. 

..: 'So' I had this, hugeamourit of press out in local and' 
regional. :press" 'but ,r wasn't doing it in Washington, so it, 

, didn' t count ~ " which, for-me 'Ic'oming 'from a background of, -, 
, state politics, where I 'see what happens at the 'grass ropts , 

level., has been hard toadj,ust t<~' ,because,it' s' really almost 
schizophrenic.' I mean" if, you don't do something,in front of 
the natiollal press, corps ~t doesn't count~ '-eve'n if you've' 
done 'it in Hollywqod 'and it's got,itsown press coverage ' 

" 	 there which' ~s' significant'., But 'you' j:ust have to live with 
that' and' keep doing what' you' ,re 'doing. ' ' 

1" , 

,. Q You said you regretted that. Does i tbdthe:t;', 
you? 

MRS. ' CLINTON: ,No.' I,: regret tl:lat som~how we' cari' t' . ' 
get on the' same wavelength ,so that, you know , if I':in, going to 

, · go christen a ship 'and make acouph~ 6fspeeches ,and " ' ' 
everyth'ing, I ;mean, let people draw thei~,conclusions 'from' \ 
the actual occurrenc~'i~stead of taking a tiny little piece 
and then jumping to a conclu,sio,n. that' s ,not n~cessarily' '", 
su~pch::ted,," .' " ~\ ' 

,: ' 

1 ,Q Goingl?ack/to" ;someone mentioned health 'care. ' 
'Do you thin~ at all ,that people were ,critical 'of, your,heaith 
care pl~n b~causie you.'_~e a woman, because you' rethe First, 
Lady? Do you think, that everything thatyotf've 'tried 'to do' 
has b,een under scrutiny ,because of,· that and, they just can/t,", 
separa1;:e those, two?, ' ' " , 

. ) MRS. "CLINTON: " You'kno~,for'some'pE?ople that might 
, ,be the ,case." And I'm, 'sure, thati1;: is; that peqple still ,have 

a hard time with women in 'all,kinds of, positions. ' I'doni't ' 
know if,' "'you two s,till run into that, but, you know" it seems' 
to' be still occurring., But I think that more than that; ,t~e , 
health care d~bateunleashed ,all kinds qf strong' emotions and 

',very, strong oPPos'i'tion, whi<?h ,is always,' what has happened in 
:' the last 60 years any time any President has'tried,totake on 

, .. , 	 ', . I 

. 'health care. . . ~ 
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, The s ..amekiI:lQ,sof· interests, whp opposed health care 

reform ,this year opposed, it"whe.n' President ,Trumall introduced 
·)t.· 'And.he .had' excellent peopi~workirig. for him, mostly, 'as 

I re6ali" men, 'but still very able people, , but the same\' .'. 
argume'nts were made ~ It's just an extremely Complicate.~ . 
political task t'o oyercome "the oppos'ition of many of the" . 

· interest groups and rebut ',a lot ,of their. atta'cks on a' health 
care proposaL 'An'p they a're just very powerful in m'aking
those pttacks.. ' " .' .;" 

'I we.nt'back and read some ofpresident'T~liman's' 
,speeches in tlJ,e last couple 'of, weeks, ,because 'he pr.esented' ",' 
','national health·'care'in' ,'45, (47~ and, '49'. And somebody from 
"an 'archivE!' Source ,had gcS:thered upfo;r me some'Of .the ' 

opposition that was used against President Trqman.· My 
goodness. ,They ca,lled him all kinds of names.·. There was: a 
very'personal .attack 'on him as: w~ll as, qn, the, idea 'of, . 
national health care. So I don't take that pel:'stm~lly. I 
view that as jus~ part of the tactics of the opposition. 

QAi'e you bitter ab~ut' that at all?- ; i. 
\ " ,.' ,,, :. . ." 

, .. MRS. CLINTON: No, 'I'~ :not; because I think that 
'what happens is you' have ,to, know' going into so,nething ,as ' 
·diffiqultas. health care r'eform tha~ you' ar,e' really' trying to 
,g6 uph,ill. And this time" ,you, know, we mad~mistakes. We" 
·didn' tdoeverything in retrospect that we Iilight. have done, 'to 
.explain more clearly to the public what was really at. stake 
in hea'lth care, reform or ,what was really'ill the President',s 
proposal.' . 

1,.1 '. \ 

. ,But, you know, that's a kind of live and learn 
experie,nce. It hadn'thee.n tried in so- long. I:m:~an, , 
Pre.sident ,Nixon introduced comprehensive',health ,care 'reform, 
apd ,then it just died~'" So for more than' 20 years. this. debate 
ltadnot ,rea~ly been icarried out ,in the AmerJcanbody politic~' 
And·so'w~ had. to kind'of figure out where we, were·and how'we 
needed to proceed. ." .. . . . 

. ~ . 
.And I ,actu'ally feel very good about where we\ended. 

up. We got 'a biB: for the ,f1i'rst,time ever in olir, history out' 
of, several committees. We got it to the, f 100.r "of both 
Houses. We real-,ly ignited a national cqnv:ersation about'·, 
health care reform. 'A.ll:today, 'everyWhere I've, been people' 
ha,ve 'said'uD9n't gi,veup".: And t~eY'vel:>ee~ gi~ingme their 
ideas, how about this or how ~,bout that? Sd I ,fihd that very 
'exciting and ,gratifying. ,.' ., . 
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rQ Absolutely. I rein~i:nber the remarks you 'made/to ' 

, the ,graduating class' at the uriiversity of 'Texas last y~ar. ' 

:It wa~ shortly after 'your fat;her, passed. AndI'st~il,"" 

rememberyoui'remarks, because you, said ,that the nation was 
. .. '.. . .' 	 ... ') ,, 	 " ,11') a cr1s1sdfmea,n1ngand a sp1r1tual 'v:acuum. And I thought 
that was 'so interesting~" It, is rare ,that you hear political., 
people talking about that spiritual or inner life. I just 
wanted' you/to elaborate ,that. 'I'mean, , obviously it's a big' 
part of your 'life;,,' , ' " ' 

, . 	 \ . . 

, " " ' MRS'.;, CLINTON: 'Right.,' It is .' It' shard ,to' talk' 
about 'because, it's,not, something" ,that )JS easi'Iy' discussed: in 

'public ;forums. And 'a lot of peOP'le~aswe know from our " ", \, 

'history, use religion:or the'ir ' own 'particular beliefs ,for. I 

. political or ,other 'agendas. 
. ""." 

, "B~t I' was 'quoting,' from 'Albertschweit~er in'that ' 
'speech where he really ',:was talking aboutsoinething: that" s ' ' 

been going on ,in <the' world a lot longer th,im just in the, la~t 

few years in ,Am,erica, ,where we're' ,all,trying' to, make sure 

that we have' some values, that' ,'¥Ie can ,'count on;', that stand th~ 


'test: of' tim'e,"that,dqn't just blow ~ith the~inds o'f change., 

• ,And I, think, ,that that~ S' 'part' of what is going on ill, 
, our, country ,right now, and it'is both v,ery exciting that' , 

, 'people are asking themselves some' tough questions, about what 
,'their 	beliefs are and what their values are. And it's also a' 

iittle 'bit,~orrisome'because part of thegeniuso~ t~e " 

Ameriqan political' syste~ ,is, that those, kinds of discussions, 

are to'inform our 'public 'life, bl;ft riot 'to dictate political or 

public d~cisions. ' , i ' , 


, \ 

, And,trying to ,strike that 'line in today's times is 
a,tough one,. I mean, w:hen people come out and say that the1r "• / " 	 • 1 .' 

, ' ,religious :beliefssay they should be, opp'osed to GATT, which , 
, , iaa trade trea~y; I say, to myself , "walt ,a minute. ' NOW, how,' 

'die! we:get,to' thispoint?n" So you~ve got, to, be very careful ('1 , 

iri' ta'lking ,about, these issues, not to go in the' wrong , 
direction~' But they:d9' need tb J~~ talked a1';>?ut. r ' 

.-) / ' 

, ,.,,' , .' . (' .. \, 


My husband often says that'our ,Col1stitut,iori , ' 

, !guarantees, each of us freedom,,: of religion ,but;: nO,t fre'edem, , 

, 'from, religion. And religion' is' an important part of ,the' , 


li,ves 'of, probably ',the vast majority of Americans, however" 

they'de,fine it. So we don't warrt ..·to "have su·ch,·a, separatiori .' ;<, 


that it's "illegitl:rnate',but. we' als() don't:,wa:ht to' go ,over ,the; 

"line that, the' F,oundersand the Consfitut;)._on laid' out, for, us ~ , 
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So it's goirig to beaf~sOinaf~rig back'and £orth,over' the 
, I , nex't 'few years." 

I 

<2", Are you hoping that AmeriCorps will kind of p'i~k 
up some of that and, get young people involved? ,You know, it 
reminds me of' the old' Peace Corps and' Vista arid has me', ' 

, ' thinking maybe G~neratiori ,x will- take that up, as, thedr' cause'~ , 
. \ , 

" , Y' • 

MRS ii CLINTON,:', Yes . They ~certainly have been 
responsive. I mean, 'hund~eds,of thousands of calls came i~ 
tb that' 800, number', ' and something well over, ida, boo actually 

, completed 'the applications; for the first summer, of service,. ' 
So the respqnse has been' in'tense. I think, young people ,want, ' 
to be part of something bigger than' themseUves. ' , 

. \ ' .' 

When I 'thi'nk about my own life, t ,think that, faith, 
family, 'work, ser'vice, those are' the four pillars on which I 

,kind of judge my own l:lfe'andhow I ,!?pend,my time.Ahd being 
'of service"to other peopl~ 'is immensely' gratifying. "And I 
, ~hink young people want to serve if tliey'a,re" given the 
opportunity;, which we;re 'going ,to ,try to gi:ve them. 

. '! . ~ , . , . '. 
'/ 

-, ' ,\ 

Q ',' speaking' as a memb~:r; of Generation X, 1: 
graduated from college last year ~ And I went to' the' 

" 'University of Maryland at College P~,rk, so I was 'right, there. 
I, had an eX,am so I- didn't get to go 'to the Inauguration, but 

'I was right there. And my' generation 'arid my parents' : 
generat'ion -- my parents are your age -- that was kind of, 
,something ,that we ,all agreed on~ ',It was the' first time, 'I 
'gue~s, ,our generations had something (to ,talk about. And 
everyone talked about the' change ,that" was ,happeping,,' and, :that ~, 
,there' was 'just ~a mood, and we all could walk aro~nd and, just,' 
be happy. ' ' 

\ I.. . .,"
',At the halfway poiilt ',of the Administration, do. you ' 

think that people are 'stiii -feeling that way, ,that there is " 
still a hope there? ' ' , 

r 
MRS. ',CLINTON: Oh, t think ,there is'. I think there, 

is 'a tremendous 'amount of hope. But I" also think that',the 
work of change is never 'easy ,and many.. people 'who wer'e , 
frustrated or dlsappointed about the' way ,their lives: or the, 

"world were going and hoped for almost an iinmediate'change 
can't help ,but be disappointed. 'That's not the way it 
happens in, ,yo~r individual, life, and it's certairily not,the 
,way it... happens in the,life of a'nation. 

, ' 
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Any ,time you are confronting change, 'whether it~s 
moving, from Maryland to'Florida to take a job,' or haVing a' 
baby,'or deciding'whether to get marrled, or taking some leap 

.:of faith in yc;:nlr work life', it's scary, and a. lot of people ' 
really hav~ a' lot of anxiety in, the face of change. 

" 

Well, when\you t~ke apolitical system and country 
as complex as ours and begin to chcinge'direction, youcan!t 
snap your fingers and' make it happen'. So, people' get 
frustrated. ,And with ,all of the arguing back and forth it: ' 
'looks kind' of discouraging to some, people . ,But that,' s ,why'! 
said i~my- remarks' .t,hat the two things you should never ,watch" 
being'made are sausage an:d iegislation, because '.they are both 
very messyproce'sses'. ' ' ' 

. \ . 

. But' if you look at what we've actually -'seen, 

'accomplished in the la~t 20 months, there are m?my rea,sons _ 

,for hope and optimism.· The' Presid~nt has reversed ,trickle":' 

down economics, whic,h w,as undermining the future, of . , 

'Generation-X very quickly. -And, we -got the economy back on a 
better track; more fiscal responsibility, which is not a sexy',. \' '.. '. . .1ssue maybe fo~ young people but 1S really ,cr1t1cal as ,to " 
what kind o'f', opportunities \iill be 'available, in the ,future.. ," , " , 

,. . " . .., , ' . '. . 

, You know, ,4.3, m11110n n'ew Jobs, a lot of. the - , 
accomplilshments', in addition to thirygs like national service.' "i 

,And expanded college loans by ta.king,the middleman out~ which 
was a hug:e fight" got ,very little coverage because basically'" 
the President was cutting out the people who took their piece 
of the college ,loan dollar a's it came down the ,conveyor belt, 
so,that we,now have,inany more bil:I,ions of-dollars available 
·at,lower interest rates ,for 20 mil"iion more e.ligible' 

recipients ~, 


So, '! mean, -all of ,these things, and! could name 
many others, ,will' begintobefelt in ,the, lives of people, so 
that the kind of constant daily barrage of arguing-and. 
partisan bickering and the negativism that goes on, in 
Was~irigton, thatwiil. give way to,the reality of how people 
are seeing improvements,. " ' 

• p '. - 

, ' ,
I - , 

, But we did not get 'into the probiems that the" 

'President ran against overnight. We're ,not going to get out 

,of' them overnight ~ ,. And any, time you ra'ise,' expectations ' 

bec~~se YOl;l_want people tofee.l hopeful about· what they cim 
do, there is a natural frustrat'ionwhen·i t doesri 't haI>pen 

i, 
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inUnedi~tely.. But it's happening, and people are going to be. 
,seeing more 'and more of what' sbeen, accomplished. 

\ -",' .' I :', f 

\ I ." \.' -. , 

This President and this Coh:gress working together . 
. haVe actually achieved more· than anyCongress'iri decades. 
'And. the Congressiomli JQuarterly d:id an' analysis ·of.·the· first 
·year·ofthe Congress and said it was the' most productive 
since'. 1965 •. They are now ,in the midst of analyzing. the 
second year, and there are so many things that will. make a 
difference, th~t ~ave n'ever broken through ~ . 

. " . ' 


" 

I talked about one today which is'a boring little 

thing about procurement revision.' I mean, AI G'ore and Bill' 
Clinton love stuff like that, because they 'r~ally got down.' 

, into it anq figured out, how you could change the way people' 
'were ripping 'off the. Defense Department, . particularly ,for, ' 
decades~ , An~'the bill got, through Congress~ It is going to 
be signed into law. ~nq. it, will do away with the era of the 
$900' toilet seat~' \ 

. ' .That may not' be big', but it was those_ $900 toilet 
seats and $500. screwg,ri'vers that year after' year undermined 
'people's fqi th in the cOnUnon sense, of th~ government in 
Washington. So, it's ,slow and steady but it's ):>n a ,forward' 
movement', which' is what· I .think is the most important thing. 

~. " 

:Q Wh~n you spoke t;t1fs morning, at the temple you' 
6ited Nelson Mandela: for. inspiration. Maybe I was reading 
more into·Jt.than I,should have. My sense was'when you'were' 
saying to people, -...; you talked,about the 'cycles in history 

'pos;t-World War One', Worid War TWO, and now we're in another 
cycle of change. There is this anxiety, but you'look at' 
people like Nelson M~mdela' and you say, ,what we,' re going 
through is nowhere near as tough as ',what he went ,tqrough. ·Is, 
that, in a, Yfay, .the way you bilk. yourself up and say . 

MRS)..CLINTON: Well, it's 'not even the way I have 
to talk myself up~' It's a' reality check. You know, there. .,' l 
are real people of. courage, in'.this ,country and around the .. ' 
'world' .who get up every .day arid .move us· a step' closer~ toward, a \. 
better, future.. It l!1ight be the .teacherwho goes' into the 
,inner city and .takes care of those kids~' .It might 'be the 

. nurse. who shows up at ·the emergency room. 'I mean ,there's. so, 
much good that goes on. 'Andwe'just keep getting overwheJ,med 
by all the negative stories. . " 
. . I '. . 
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I mean, .most people who' live' in inner cities of 'our 
major cities are law";'abiding, dec'ent,. hard-working people. 
stbiggling' against great odd·s .. And yet they a:r:estereotyped• 

" 	 9 

and painted ina way. that' does them and the rest~·of us a 
i great disservice~

. I 

.We are hot talkiJ?g ourselves.·up as, Ame:r:icans enough' 
I gU'ess 'is what my feeling is. I 'don't need :to.be. talked up. 
I,get up every'day and my husband gets.up every day and we \ . 
are .exhilarated by what can be done. ' ... 

.' .' I. "1"., '" 

, . I mean ,: yeS!te~day 'my, hus~and sign~d the . 
app~apriations bills~ I For the first time in 30 ye~rs they 

!. 
" , 	 got dqrie on time.. NOW, nobody.in Am.ericamay care,about:' " 

.. that. But' .it.' s a iittletiny step for' making the governinent 
work better for people.; He does things. like that ·every 
sirlgle day' which he takes' personal' satisfactlon in whether' . 
anybody elsekno,Ws: about -i t~' , . 

, • • • J • , • • 

, On the.big, stage of history', writ'large,' lodk at" . 
what has happened, in ~hela:st20 months .we have stabilized '. 
our relationship with Russia, .which 'a lot' of' pedple. fbrget . . 
waS! 'under great stress when the· p,resident'came in.' We'. have 
se~n incredible breakthroughs in ·th.e .Middle·· East, again." , 
because Of· people with, courage' and' 'vision. who nev,er gave up, . 

. ,never let the cynics get the.. better of them'. It didn."t.·. '.' 
matter how ,hopeless 'it seemed. 'They .keptstruggling toward 

IW 	 ,"L - . peace'. 	 , ' 
. I.' 

'. ,. t • • 

And then south Africa>~here, under most.no~mall 
analyses, how could that have' ever happened? '. And itl)appened 
because of irtcfi.viducH.s~' I mea~,beKlerk and Mand~la . \..... \ 

.·basically decided, they were gOlng ,to .change· the way thelr 
.' .. country 6perated~' ' 

I. 	 . \, ,} ,. ", I 
'. ., . '.' . I. 

'And so for ~e the glass is half full, not half . 
empty. 'Andi~ qoes.a .greatdl.sserviceto ,the¥alu'es of this ' 
couJ)try ,.and ,to what made .Am.er ica.the optimistic, pos~tiv'e . 
place it's always been for. people·to'get.sodownon 
themselves".and on each other. There is no :basisfor it .. 
Yes, ,we've g6t·.problems~ .' My gOOdness', we have'...Let's not 
deny.that like. we' have in 'the past. ..Let's not talk about it '. 
beingwonde~ful and 'a'll 'that when we,'know Wf7.,ivegot problems.' 

. '. But those are' problems . that are solvable i:f' peopie 
work together and get 'themselves~illingto'inake some tough 

\ ' . decisions.' . So, ' I mean, 1'·m a very old-fashioned American. 
. - . ' ,. " 	 '" MORE, 
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think, that whatever is ,wrong with us qal1 be. fixed by what's· 
. ,\', r,ight with us as long as we ,have a pos'itive attitude ,about . 

,what, we can get done. 
, , " 

QWhen you'enco~riterthings like ,that,';: you tell 
,that joke :abol:ltthe Pope, walking' on'water ' (inaudible), . And 
in the ,headlines ,every' qay you' find, that ,part that will give' ',' 
Rush L.ll'\'1baugh, three ,hours worth of'materlal \ to tCilk about. ~' 

'Do.esn't that at times make you just want to curl up in a 
'fetal position or something? .' ( 

• • I, :" " 

\ " , 
, ' , I .'... 

.MRS . CLINTON:. . Never .. , No, never that '. I mean, 'I {m .' 
not going to saY.that,it's.pleasantto hear'people say'untrue' 

~ thihgsabout, y6u,orto belittle 'the 'accomplishme'nts of your 
. husbarid: That certainly is 'not pleasant. s,ut I tak~ those 
'people for Wllatthey are. ,I mean,' this is being done' for 

:,commercial a,nd political 'reasons'. ", 'It i's not very \ 
'complicated:. 1 mean;: it's just as old as politics .and as old 
as' th~,s country.' , . " , 

. .... ," ,(" , .. 
" . I .mean i ,the kinds. of things "that used to be said" 

,about ,Thomas Jefferson or 'Abraham Lincolnol:' 'anybody' else' . 
';were just as vicious ... They just wereh'tas constant~i' 'We now. 

have.24-hpur constant media'barra,ge.' . And so 'y()u'ca:n' never· 
. escape it. , ,It's notwait;urttil yo~ see what nasty thing is· 
,written .inth~newspaper about Falla, the'dog, that, you 

. 'know, Pres ident RooseveIt had to respond to.' It's,' 24' hours . 
." , ·.f '.. 	 ~.

It's constant..And I .th'lnkthc;tt that has, changed the way 
-people react~lmos't like therei~,:just toomuch,of it~: 

\Anybodycari be ~re'etocriticize~' That, is all 'part 
of the political system. But when' it's,.relentless and rl'ever"", 

. ..' ,.' \ . . . . ,1 • . • . • ~ 

, 
, 

I. 
' 	 endlng because .1t sparks controversy and,: therefore,~lt gets 

attention, and, therefore, you have a comni~rcial of pol~tical' 
'advantage, it gets to be a 1 i ttle bit-much. 'And it does ' 
begin to infect' the political'qtmosphere.' I'm well ·aware of 
that. 

. " '" But I also 'have a very ~trongiy he.1.dbelief ,that 
resy.lts count:f6r' something, that you can' only make up 

. reality for so long , arid people whp rant. and 'rave ,about·, the 
President, eventucUlYi they're going to' have to say, '''Well, 
wait 'a' minute' .. ,You' know, unemployment dropped two points. '! 
'I ' mean,' eventually that justcatc::hes up. The facts do .. 
eventuailY cat.ch up.' ~ '. . 

\ ,
: " 
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, ,It's ;Like' that'6~d'saying,that~ 'you kno!l ,': a lie can. 
, i be 'around.the world befo~e the. trutq' e,an be spoken.' . That's ' . . ..., 

r', always been the,case. But yqu just haveto'keep counting ~n 
the intelligence and decency' of the American people,: which I 
think is., worth 'counting on.' , 

Q .Wecari take one more question ~etore we. go. 

Q:' . in light of that, h~w do you combat stress? 
.where do you find the energy.to'go,on, tO,keep going?

'. ~ . 

" , ',' MRS~ CLINT'ON: We1li'I'mvery lucky,':becau'se I have 
, a wonderful) family, ,including :my br~thers.' , 

, • Q'You 'are very family-oriented, 'aren't, you? 

, , ,.., MRS. CLINTON: Yes ~: . They ~ake me, laugh 'and keep me, ' 
.'1 down to earth. 'My husband' arid 'I" sperida lot of tiine' 

togethe:r~ We watch mOVle'S' togethe,r ~' We play card~.together. 
. I ,We just have a lot of fun. ' , 

, ", /." . 
, , {I' 

... ' " 
What kind of games to" do you ,like?

" .J ," -' '. . I:. 
'. . " 

, " , MRS.' CLINTON: Well, my'husband is a fanatic card 
'player.' We play pinochle, which i;; '~he card game that, my " 
father taught us 'aliI to play. We then taught BIll, '.' And we 
then 'taught Chelsea. So we play 'card: games'.' We, put puzzles 

Itogether.: . We watch sports pn, .TV because my ',husband' is. a ' 
'fana~ic about sports. . 

!I' 

'We, Just) spehd a loto,f ,time with~ach, other, and we 
enjoy it. And it's just ,fun to yedl and scr.eam at some 
sporting:event c;>ryell and scream abqut a card' g?ime or 
whatever" it is we're doing ~ , , 

, " '"..r, '" , , 
And then I .have,greatfrie~ds'that ~re al~ays there, 

for me~ ana I tryt,o be there 'for them, ,too. That's one bf,· 
. the things that's very importahtfor' me is 'that when I have a 
'friend who is sick or having a problem' I want to be ,available 
tb ;them" too 0', And then :t re:ad a lot. . I 'exercise. . I pray. , ' , 
I, do the ,things that I think help give youel sen,se 'of balance 
in your life so that it ~oesn't just get,totally wrought up 
and carr~ed. away. : '., ,.', ' 

I ' , • \ I ' . , 

:,Q ,I know' you'r~ an' avid' reader.' what is the ,last 
go'o'd gook: you'Ve' read, or what are you read,~ng I1Ow? '" 

'J. ' 
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MRS. CLINTON: Oh, my gosh. )'I'm reading Dpris 
Kerns Goodwin's' book about Franklin and 'Eleanor -Robs'evelt, ' 
which ~s marvelous. 

\ 

Q"Is it? 
L , 

" MRS'. CL~NTbN:-Oh,it is, brilliantly written. You 
'feel like you're actually th~re with them,' the way she 'uses 
little details. about ,the way, ,the ,White' House, was, arrang'ed, " 
and who would come to ' spend' :the night,' and, what they 'would' ." 
eat)" 'ana what' the people' would. wear ,as, well as the much . 
bigge,rissues abol:lt" what was. at ,stake~ and marvel,ousparts of 
it with ,thing,S that', Mrs ..Roosevelt would" say to Winston ,,' 

/"Churchillor ,that' Frank,lin Roo~evelt ,would say ,about 
. somebody~ . It's' really great re~ding. ' 

~ . " . '. . ' 

Q Do~s ih~ ~emain your role~odel? 
.' . I',,. ,

.," '. '. .' ~\ ' '. . . .,' '> 
' 

. MRS . CLINTON: . I, admlre, ;'her . somucl~. I I mean,~ there 
ar,e .many womeriwho have peen' in .this posit$on whom; I think 
did a remarkable job under'challeriging circumstances, but 

, probably· no 'c;me ever did what she 'did or will ever do it" 

again~ because she .did .itatatime when. it was sototall'y 


I,unexpected al'ld whe~ women just didn't do'what she did.', 

, ' ',' '.' 

. " / . "",'.,.. ~ . ~ 

, It, wasn't just ,being involved in policy, which she 
','was.' 'She, everihad a job for .atime. She was the f'irst'to 
,give press conferendes. She tiav~led~xtensively~ But ,she' 
really took 'stands 'on ,a Whole range of issues. That I admire 
greatly., ,s6 I just' don't think there will be anyone .e'yer 
quite ,like her"" . , . " ' 

Q 'Ellen Goodman's·column mentioned that. Ithink 
she mentioned ~hat it had been reported·that Doris~erns 
,Goodwin's book was 'on '. your night~side :'table . 

. \ 

MRS., CLINTON: 'It is'. It ·is. It is.,Yes~ 
. . " ( ,, 

Q And she ~ention~d that Ele~nor Roosevelt's first 
job was to ,head up, I think,' th~ Office of: Civii Defense at 
the b~gihning of WO:rld,WarTwo. ' 

. .,.' , ~ ... . 

<, ' ·MRS'. ,'CLINTON:- We~l, you know" ,'she" had' been l 

involved in so 'many ,things. Let me just'say most First 
'Ladies have been. I mean~' the~e is this great myth that, . 
wom~n were never-involved in what·their husbands'did in the 

. ' J 
. ,',' 
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 White,House, and all one has 'to do is go back ,and look at the 
historical reGord to' know that that ~ is not t'rue. 

I, 

And Mrs. Roosevelt 'had been involved in many areas' 
of ,the gover'nment. ' She had peri;onnel suggestions. She had ' 
policy changes: that s~e,wanted' done, 'on a,rid, on. BUt' she h~d 
never, had a, job. So she did. She took this j'ob.,· And, it 
'caused a huge uproar. I mean, ,she was 'roundly' criticized and 
,all kinds, of thi~9~. 

,\ ,.,She p~obably,fdr her timefif you could just:go 
maybe print the print medium inch, by i'nch, since we ,didn't 
ave ,television - and Idoriit,think :r:adio,was really a 
,political document or a p()litica~ medium 'in those' qays -.:.. I I,m ' 
,~ot ~ure'she probably didn~t everi,~ave mor~ print criticism 
,than'I 'have just~on a, ybuknow, Year..-by:-year sort of a 
, basis.' '(,' ' 

I, 

But she didn't h~ve as much'of,it."because you have 
television ,and radio and all the rest of it. But, my' 
goodness, they 'saidter:rible things about her.' And they, just 

, made 'fun of her, and ridiculed ~h?t she believed"in, and. just 
,'gave her a terrible time~ And she kept, going . And she did 

what 'she thought was r1.,9ht., 'AJ?q. I think that's' what' you 'have 
o.' to do' in your lif,e. 'You know ,you, get' up every day, and' you 
j lean make a choice whether you are goingto'do,what you' think, 

is right or get pushed; around by whatever the ,latest winds 
are' that are ,blo~ing.' 

Q , So you take solace in th~t?I' 

" 
\ , 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I admire her greatly. And I 
'think 'that' if 'you're going ,to do anything in'thisposition. 
you're,goi~g to be ,criticized, and so you~ight as well do 
w:hat you believe in . ' . 
• ~ , 1 

I , 

Q (Inaudible), Miami ,Times is a black community 
newspaper. 'we're" right down :the street. 

Q She hasbe~n to Mohammed's office. 

Q' Oh,really?, 

,MRS. CLINTON: Yeah, I sure have, in '92~
i ' 

Q ,~. Absolutely, 19910 
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.' MRS . CLINTON: ,Oh, you ~ere~'t ~ere . Ybuwere,e' 'stillincollege~ 
" , 

.Q 

Q 
Mohammed. . 

• Q 
Little Haiti , , 

~6, I was still in college. 
. . '. .'. , 

.1, told, him I had brought the, mountain to 
\ 'y 

Apd we are like tight down the stre~t from 
on 54th Street and it turns into Little Haiti. 

,I also 'do, a "thirig called Street Talk~ We go aroul1cl and we 
as~questi()ns,'like aman-on-the-street'interview~, 

!So,we are right in: the communIty; and we ,are' 
i ' 

talking to p~ople. And the p~ople that I knew in college and 
,the people I know there, everyone ,seemedto,have' been behind 
the'administration in,a way that I don't think that black 
people were involved 'or behind politics since the civil 
right~ movement" since Kennedy. ' , '\ ' ' 

I grew up,withgrandmotperswith the pictu,resof 
Kennedy and King and Jesus. They are all there together. And 
people were saying' the same: things, my grandmother and my , 
great aunts, you , know, about ,--a,nd the ladies down h~re 

• 
~ . , ,their age and ,younger'. ' This is the same thing I' wa'sasking 

about~ hope and alf that:'" ",' " 
, , 

'Do you think about that?' The black cOn,uTIunity 
riot 'to speak for the black community, because, you know" 

,we can't" but, that a considerable part ,of the black,conu:itunity 
seemed or seems to 'be' .so behind the' 'adminis:t~ati6n:? 

, I 

MRS. 'CLINTON: Well, we are very grateful for that 
support, because the, President' is firmly coml),litted tcr making 
opportunities avail'able and giving every American the chance. 
to livca up to, his or her God-given, potentia:1. ' 

, ,', And it is 'sometp.ing that he personally ,caress~ 
much about,'having,grow'up in t.heso\1th and remembering legal 
segregation; that he- ,thinks our co~ntry must continue to 'make 
p:togr~ss on the issues like ,race which h~ve been throug,hout 
'our entire history contentious and divisive,. and we will 
continue to do that. ' 

(Enci ot:: i'nterview.) 

\ , 

. , 


