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i: 

Off ice~ of 'the Press, $ecretary 
" 

"" " 
" ,~ 1 : 

\ " For ' Intern,al 'Qse Only' octob~r 2, ~1994 
. '" , .. 

, ~ . '. "\, 

, I ·AN.INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY' 
, . CONDUCTED BY 'NBC r ',' 

J '. sir. PETERSBURG, FLOR~D,A', 
:.. .' 

r _", 

Q ,(In~udible) pr:~JtYI1asty ,;words' t9' 'ta'lkabout , 
';what happened to ,health car¢. r.eform. They~re calling it 

failure ,things' like that .' What ,do yciu ;'think went -wrong ,and, 
what' w,ords: wbu1.dyou use to describe' (inaudi,ble) Jiealth care "\ 

. reform? ' I , .' , ' 
• ~"J 

,MRS. :CLINTON:,', W~ll', I think thi:lthe?l.1th 9are . 

. 'reform, ,made lnor'e progr.'ess ih,'the' last 2p',months ,of becoming :a 


.~ 

'matter of, grea:tnat.loJ?al importcince:tha:n, it 'has an:Y' time in', ' 
" the :hi-storyour 'cOlmt.ry: I think that's very positive" 

, tiecause ,people are' talk'l1l9 about ;f-t ali 'over ~'And we 've' la,i~'; 
,the grou~dwoikfor makinqthe ki~ds' df.ch~nges that pebple . 

" . r 
.\,. , w'aht, <;lnd't think it,'s,been a' good experience. ' " 

I , " , - , • , 

, '" 

, We 'have listened,'and ,'we haye learn'ed i=i ,'lot al;>out 
, hoW' to proceed with health, care reform;" T don't ',think it's 

',I ,ll~eful'to talk;abb~t,whowins ~r who lo~es,~hether' the 
r,epublicans lose 'or ,the dem06rats, lose" or the president 
lOS~S;i <;>:t( -- ,I thinkwhat's,impod:antis:;to,",talkabouto/hat ," 

, 'i p'appens to the "Ame:rican peopl~,. '> 
" 

" And ',the :p':toblems thcit, 'the president wants addressed 
'in ,the. h~alth care system wl'll: not gb away.': In fact" a 'lot, 
of peoplewhohavestudi'eq th'e\'sy~teins !:')ay they wil·1 continue, 

I' to, get worse, 'so -we're goi'ng ,to:need ,':t6 try"tq ·make sure,<we " 
have he'alth, careavai'lable for 'every American· a,tan 

•affordable 'bast. ,,' , ',:, " ' " " ,', ',' " 
~ I : • ' I • ( , 

" , .. :' . 
\ • . ' !, , . .<' • . ~ 


" " . 
 . ',Q When do you try aga'in to, do that? Are you going> 

tc(hav,e, ,t~', w~~t, for',your husb~:md to bE:i' reelecte'dbef'o,re )y~:)U. 
sta;rt'agaln, or next year, 'or, the year after? ' ,," '. -" 

" ... :' '". , " 1 

, \,"' 

MRS . CLINTON = ,I,' think '11:/ Si import~nttbkeep " ' 
'worki'ng on he'a +tn,care reform and not "to stop . -What 'f0:t;m:, 
that wi It, 'take I :,dont t ,think' anyone can, say right' n<;>w"but it 
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will continue to )?e a pri~rityof the pres.ident from this, ,', 
point ,{orward . 

. t' 	 ,"" , " " 

, , , 

',,: . Qf . I 1,mderst,and that your new', focus ,is on ' ..' 

children's. issues., Is' that ,right,. or is' that a· misnomer .. 


" ('inaud±ble);mov~d on?" 

, ," . , . 

\ ., I 

, 	 . . 'MRS .. CLINTON: . I've always'been,'focused on. 
chi,ldrel) , s ' iss-u~s. Tl)at ' s· alw?lW3 been myp'r imary coric_e~n and'·e 

. rea:llyone of the reasons why I was very pleasedtq work on 

health! care reform. for ,the president" "It "s:' becinise I worry' 

about 'the :mill.ions. of. cl1ilqt~h who do not ,have accesstb the. 

car~'that th~yneed. r ~ill contihueto wbrk on health care, 


. and' I ,will cont)nu~ to do, what ) .ca,!1tohe~p childre~'and),', 

fam'ilies· so; that ,they can take: bett.er care of thems'el,v~s'~ so 

that our childr.enwil,l, be g'iven better opportunities., 
 i 

'.! 	 ,. " -, ',:'. '.. ' 

" . Q,when you~a}/ you~re, going ,t~' continue,'t.o' work··on 

i1::; what do you real;Ly mean? I "mean, ~r'eyou'coming up with, 

anotherideathatyouh~pe wi:p?~v9te¢l' on'eventu~ll~(, :or' a't' 

what level' are, '. you work1.ng. ob' ,thH~?. . .. ' " ." . ;.' 


. .'" r.1R~.i CLINTON.:We'r~ all:'working o~i:t; al}d'I work 

orlit. every. day.' ·Italk·to .people., , Tpday I've had three 


, pf:i!oplealready talk' tome: about ideas .,that they: have about " 

how health, care could- be reformed ·,to 'benef'it their f,ainilies'
j 

or the'ir, comm1.lnities. . 'So r' will~o.ntinu'e, to be speaklng- out 

"about"the need torefbrm, and~~brking with ·the president ~i1d' 

who~ever else will· join ''in hel,ping th~ presidE!mt "achiev~' 'the' 

pbj,ective .of heal th ca're reform; , . ' 


. '. / . ". \' '{ .' 
" .. 	 ,I.', 

~ 1....' 	 • • ~ " 

" . '.' '''Q .. (Inaudible') ahead to '96, who is going to'be.tp~ 

·biggest",competi tion'dto.' your husband?' '. 
. "', . 	 , 

MRS .CLINT,ON:, •. Oh / ' I.don't ,h~\Jeany. idea;~' .That::' s' 
·	uP' ,to other, people to •decide./,: But I ... think .in the next " 

months,"and'certainli by ,~~, the ~meiican p~blic ~ill know 

what this pres ident has ?lccomp1 i shed. ,', ' 


• ' .(,', < " ~ :'. '" ,:'.... " ,:/ .', " ',{ , '\ .' •

'. . _.. 	 ,i.' 't,

. " ' " ' ,It ~i's .not, an:-;accldent· tha't '4.;3 'mi'lll,ion _new· ,job"s \' 
(·have. be~n" crea,ted':slrl(,:!e,he. became pr'esident, or that the, .,' 

deficit has"gone'down f'or.thethird year,in.a row ,"which . 
'./ha~m,' t ':happened, sinc~Har,ry Truman was president. M;any other. ,.' 

thing!:?, .like the crime' bill.':-- ahd, the.policechief here'· 
. 	 thanked'me for the crime bi!'l and' t,old me to thank: the . 

pres idemt /., And the mayor. here' ,thanked me and a::;ked, :me to 
thank' the ,f)resident for. the s'UPport', fo~, citles. 
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Those thlngs ,are begln:~llng t(),work" ,and peopl'eare 
, beginning to ",know 'about them., So I: think the president',Vfill ".' 
:continue to, ,do what he, b'eli~ves is, right arid the' American ' 

, , , public will support that.. ',' , . . \ .,' <., ,', , /' " ',\, 
" ::' " ;. :, ' • • '\ " .) , 1ft" .', , ,'1 " " ': ' ,,', ,.' 

,", " ," Q, One, flnal'questlon. What~s got:, . what do you" 
, " 

(1:I-iaudible)'com'ing week? ;A:nyth~ng ,big on y,ourageI,1da ,t,tlat
" . we'll ,be hearing about?' ',', : ' ' , 

. T " 
,',,i

'" MRS~ CLINTON: Yes,' ,the vrs'it'~:f president' Mandala' 
from South, Africa;, Which, starts" on 'Tuesday and will' be 'a' very: 

", exciting- moment'.,. Becaus,e' when ,I "think 'about, what ,h~ppened , 
','when leaders like' former 'President de' Klerk' ana, President ", 
',Mandala ;decided t~,inake c~ang~s. inth'eir country, ':know':that ' " 
, our country can, beat whatever challenges"we,hClve~' W'e,just ',," 
, h'ave' to have apositive a.ttitude, work' .toge-thEir, and" get rid' 
,of the feelings' of ',negativism' and, cynicism ,th'a,ttoo 'dfte'n" , 
aivide' us.' ,think 'Presid,ent 'Mandala ,'s v'isitwill remi'nd ' 
America' about what we can do ,iD order to h,elp iJurselves. 

,I' ." 

, "" ,'Q A~'d ~hy ~hould people, v'ote" for yo'Ul:- 'br'other? 
, , . ' ',... ~" P, ~. t, ' 

" ' MRS., 'CLINTON,: peopl~ shoul~ ,vote, for my bro.ther: ' : 
,'because he is 'a terrific guy. ' And the mo;re people get to ' 

,\ \ ; 

• 
know"11im; "the. more they ,1.ikehim" and, 'he \ has a l,ot of g,ood 
e~perience that put ,him,facet6,fac~ with tbe kindsbf 

, " pro~lems ,that; F:16r'ida~ has',." "', " ,", , , . l' ", 

, • ';1 

,,' ' .;ndY~u,have:a:' great United~' states' senator with ,Bob" 
,Graham :,(phonetic)" "who has :he1ped the president, ' has vpted 
for the'programs ,that ,haVe made a difference in 'America ' 
'ralready.,,:'s, just a , sha'me' that':BOb Graham;s vote' ,gets . 
cancel'ed out ,iali the (-time. But,'ff Fl'orida votes for Hu'gh', 

, Rodham they~11 'haveari indeperident voice but, a voice th2it_ 
~! ' ' l' ,., I " , ' , " ". ' I,

" will act in the bestiriterests' of Florida.,' , , " , ,,' 
, " 

,: 'Q Okay;, pretty :close.; ,and ·less than ive minutes.,
-:., '. , " \ 
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