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I• THE: WH:ITE HOUSE, 
, " , , , 

,Office, of :~hel Press Se9retary' 

;' 

, Internal 'Transcript " January 12,' 1996 

I. , 
,J, 

INTERVIEWJOFj THE FIRST:LADY 
, ':' 'BY , , 

GERALDINE BAUM" T,HE ,LOS ANGELES TIMES 
. .' I 

Q (in 'progress) And if you could absolutely 
ac<?omplish one concre,te thi~g in' this administration", one 
thlng, what would that be? ilf you walk out of this house 
and say, we think (inaudible). 

. " :' I: 

• 

" MRS., CLINTON: .,It's so' hard: Ith;ink i~ I felt 
when we walked out of thlS ~ouse that every adultln 
America, whether or not :they were a parent, unc;1e,rstood 
what it took for children to develop 'into healthy, 
resilient, seif-discipliried,adults-andwere d.ter~in~d to 
do that, I would feel very good about what we had 
accomplished. 'd': ' 

, Q That is a 'complicated, deep, psychological 
message that takes a lifetime to learn about -- 'how do you 
do that?' How does this administration do that? , ' 

','Legislat'ion? Do you go out', and ~- is this your plat'form? 
Do you s'ay, it every single?ay to a group of ,people? 

, I 

MRS. 'CLINTON: I I, think that is the answep ,-­
:that you do it' in a variety, of ways. And this bopk is one 
way that I've chosen to try: to commu,nicate wi~h people 
about issues that my husband and I and others have been, 
talking about ,every since he became President, and in 
fact, weivebeen talkingiabout for many years before that. 

" " "",;
I 

,i 
' 

'" ' ,',',' 
But I think ,maybe, now ,peopl)€!' are more open to ' 

hearing that ,there are both' sm~ll, b~te-s:ized changes, they, 
can make in their own lives: as'wellas actions they can 
take in their places ,of ~mployment or "in, their 'govern:ment 
:that could make a differenc'e. " : , ' ' , 

, I 

Q I'm a very ~ractical 'p~rson~ You'know, I'm 
a reporter; I cover government. ,Buth6w c;10 you do it?, Is 
this a bully pulpit -:-- you 'get out there and talk about?' 
I mean, you know, every po~sibleshowyou can talk about 
it const'antly? Is that -:-- . , 

, 

MR'S. CLINTON: ':les~ I think this is,a bully 
: pulpit.' And it's something that, I ,want to make better use'., 



• ··of with respect to children. When' Bill ran for President, 
I said I wanted·to be a voice for chi·ldren. And I 'saw 
tp,at role as being part o'f the reason that I took on and . , . I , .,..
worked so hard on health 'care, because to' me what was the' 
most pressing. issue ,were ;thE? millions. ()fchildrenwho <:lid 
not have access to decent health care.: . ." . 

Q You know , 'I want 'to talk about you. . I . 
wrote down on the t.rain ,fori eight hours,' and ~t' s always 
-- this really happened -- I sat ,next' to a woman, a . 
,profe'ssi~nal woman, about olir age; and she saw me reading 
your book, pointed over to your book, and shesai<:l, 01}, .... 
Hillary Clinton, I loveher,~ And she was asking me about 

'the book,. And then she s~id .-'- and .thEm. she kind of. 
whispered to me-- some. of the guys on the train would 
hear it '-- she said; I'm:woi:'ri~d about her, and I worry 
about her. integrity. And a lot of Americans have. a lot of 
. , ':; '"'. . common sense. And these.confl~cts 'that 'we're hear~ng 

. about -:- (inaudibl.e)· --talk a lit'tlebit morE? about it 
they sort,of strail1 commonsense. If 'you were on the 
train with us sitting th~r~~ which. I~ish you had .been, 
what would you'have said·to:.thatwomanon the train?, 

I ; 

• 

MRS. CLINTON: I :'would have said I appreciate 


her support for me, . but ± also, understa·l1d her questions, 

b~cause I have . ." . 


, • I " ,I , • 

been' subjected to rel~htless'attacksand cliarges ever' 
sincc= my husband dec::ided;to run· for Pre~ident., But we 
have answered, them.' And many 'of them have been put to 
rest. " And'I am absolutely t:onfidemtthat eventually all 

., .of this will be finished~' and the'American publici who are 
fundamentally fair, will understand'we've been, telling 'the 
truth from the very begirmi'ng. . " .' 

. ." .
i r. 

. • i • .
But there ,~s a reason why these 'l.ssues a.re 

promoted so heavily atta¢kingboth my husband and me. ·And 
, ' " part of that reason is because we do have.a different idea 

of how our society should function ,and how we should take 
responsibility for each ot~er so:th~thealth care, for' 
example, was turned into a debate not. about hpw we solve. 
our health care problem,: wliich is still 'a problem today, 
but about the charges an9. qountercharg~s put forward by 
people with vested inter~s~s in the health .care system.' 

I 

So somehow wetve' got to figure 'out'how to get 
the truth, the accurate information, out to people like 
the woman that you rode wi~h on the tra~n, because I have 
no doubt at' all that there 'are a lot of people in her.' 
position. And who doyo,u believe? what do you believe? 
And I understand that completely.· .. " 

• 
. Q It came:down to that. I lllean, when' she 
said the word integrity,: 'I ,kind of went like that,.. That· 
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was the word she focused on~ I didn't'make it up. 
1 

Let me just get to the question (inaudible) 
some people believe that you misspoke when you described 
in your role in representihg Madison Guaranty and in the 
travel matters. You have said you have made no false' 
statements. I'd like to try to get. beyond that a moment. 
Can you provide me with any; additional information that 
would help us understand,an~ help the American people 
resolve the conflict betv,een t~e so:":'callednew' evidence 
and your statements? Is 'there any more you can tell me, 
Mrs. Clinton?, ; ,i 

, , 

MRS. CLINTON: :Oh, absoluteiy. And I'd be glad 
to put ,it in writing for!yo~ and give you, support for it, 
because let's' -- let's take; a step bac,k from this~ When 
these questions first,~r6s~: inl~92 ~~ and ,thi~ ~ay be a 
longer answer, but I think it', s important to put in 
context and then you can;~nterpr~t it and convey it 

•• • I • I I 

• 

however you thJ.nk ~': '; , ' 


The questions' :were really of' two kinds ~ 'The 
first was, did we lose money, in a real estate transaction 
called Whitew,ater? We said we did. The people asking the 
questions claimed we did'not. We said we lost money and 
were passive investors. :Now, all these'years 'later an 
independent study done by a, law firm with many Republicans 
in it, spending $4 million,' has qoncluded that what we 
said was true.' 

Q The RTC. 

MRS. CLINTON: That's right -- the RTC repo:rt. 
Then the focus shifted and it said, oh, well, all right, 
but you were in business., with a many who later -- not at 
the time we 'were in ,business at the beginning -:-,- but .later 
bought Madison Savings and Loan., And we remained in 
business with him while he bought this savings~n~ loan; 
and people said, oh, money must have been funneled to the 
Clintons. There's something funny about the relationship 
between Madison and'Whitewater investment. We, said, no, 
,we never got any moneyi~e ,~ere not investors; we were not 
borrowers; we didn't even ,have a savings account there. 
Again, 'four years later, ;the trutl? is as we described it 
at the time. ' " 

Then, the ttext set of questions came up. ' ,. , ,'," Well, we understand that!Mrs. Clirttonts law firm, with 
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• ,Mrs. Clinton"s involvement, Jrepresented Madison Savings 
and Loan on a securities:matter befor~ the Arkansas 
,Securities Co~issioper~ . There must be something wrong 
with that.' I was asked questions about that particular 
representation~ I: answered,those to the b~st of my 
ability and 'truthfully. " ' 

i 
, . I. 

And, for, exampl:e, ;if you loqk at the billing" 
records,,' which havebE3Em 'discovered and voluntarily turned 
over, 'they support what:] have beeri s~ying fo:r;.. fC?llr years. 
Every question I wasa:~k~d publicly ,by the ,pr~ss," I, 
understood, and,I think' ~heifair reading of them is, they 
we~e'about the securities representation, 'beca~se that's 
all anybody was focused ,on. : I worked on the securities , 
representation about 15 hours over' 15 months. Mr. Massey, 
as I have' said from the very beginning, was, in his words, 
the, attorney in the trendhes. He did the work. That is 
consis~ent; it is supported: by what he said; it, is 
supported by the billing :reeordsi it is supported by what 
my memory was four' years ago. 

, , 

. Now,' people are now attaching the wrong 
'question to the right answer.' People are nqw,saying,but 
,whenw~ asked you', about the, securities issue and the work 
you did for Madison, why ~didn't you tell us that you had 
d9ne other non~related, work, ,that had' nothing,to do with 
what we 'were asking you',abolit in the beginning? 

. . , ' ' "',,< I " . ,,' . , 

. '.' ':!"" 
Q So in other words, they were,n' t, asking you 

about what you are answer;ing them. ' You 'Were, answering 
them about something -- ' 

MRS. CLINTON: I ;was answering the question 
they were asking,me. And that 'question was, what did you 
do about the securities business? Remember"the'big issue 

, , '. J • , ' • was whether I had acted lnapproprlately because my flrm 
had done this business, whieh I was involved, as to 
whether or not we'hadsomehowinfluenced the Securities, 
commission. The facts a:rie ..:.­

, , 

Q Who youi-'husband'appointed.
,1 " , 

, ' , 

• 

'. • '.':"" : • ;, • ~. , , ~ '4j' • , ' 

! MRS. C,LINTON: ~ Who my husband aPPolnted. , ' The 
',facts as they have been'develop.adand have not changed 

from the ..begihning ,is that a 'legal -- legalethlcs experts 
have look..ad at therepresentat.:Lon. They say t,hat it was 
ethical. Now, in retrospect, obviously if I 'knew it was 
going to cause all 'this big'hullabaloo, I would have, you 
know,' said, my goodn.ass, :I ,:better not do this, , because 

, somebody in ,four years or; 10 years might saY,that it was 
'wrong. But at the time and by any stangard, there was 
nothing wrong with it. I s~idI did an insignificant 
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'amount of work. That is 'certainly how I understand 15 
hours over 15 months. I ;sald'I did rio~ do the work, 
although I was the billing attorney. Mr; Massey, who, was 
qualified, did the work.: ' ' , 

All right, now, fast forward. Those are the 
questions I was answering. That's what I thought I was 
answering at my press coriference. It was alII had ever 
been asked before. As this, investigation went on, 
documents came'to light that, frankly,~refreshedmy ,. 
memory, because'although:I'think. I have, a pretty good 
memory for matters that eire of importance tome, I do not 
claim to remember matters that are not very significant to 
meat the time. But if someone brings something to my 
attention, I will work as 

I 

hard as 'I can to remember what I 
should about it. ~!' 

I 
, I 

• 
So' subsequent, ,to :tliose series of questions' I 

was asked, I think, first by the FDIC, as I recall, and 
then later by the RTC. If I did any other work 'on behalf 
of Madison --and based on the documents that my lawyer 
and others presented, to'me, 'I said, yes, I did. I did 
some work on a few other matters. The'entire total, of the

'I' , ' ,

work was 60 hours, which ,is,' about an hop.r a week over 15 
months. Again, someonemay:quibble with my definition of 
significant, but to me, it was never a significant client, 
'ora significant representation compared to other work 
that I did, both for clientI'? and pro bono, the'boards that 
I was on, and my, other involvements. 

, ' 'I 
" , ""! ,: . ' 

Q But when it, comes to that client,. per'se, 
just Madison Guaranty, you did about 40, 50 percent of the 
work for the law firm -- iab9ut that 

MRS. CLINTON: . I 'haven't calculated that, but 
it was not --I mean, it ,was not significant for ,our law 
firm either. , That's ,tI1etother point. ,This was not a' 
major undertaking on behalf ,of anyone,:including myself. 

Okay, fast forward again. Then I ~as asked in 
interrogatories by the R~C last summer if I recognized the 
names of any of these entities that'Ma~ison was alleged to 
have ,done business with or as. And one'of the names on 
the list was' Castle Grande. I did not recognize the name. 
We had no document that said anything to,me abou~ any' , 
involvement that I migh't ;have had 10 year~ before' in doing 
anything for something called Castle' Grande. The billing '" 

,5.' 
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1• records proved I did not ,have any involvement on behalf of 
Castle Grande. I worked :on: something cal!led IDC, which 
was a separate name for a project that' was not the Castle 
Grande trailer park. ' 

NOW, I'm not sure, t~ be very clear with you, 
that if I had been asked'in,the absence ,qf documents, like 
these bi,l'ling records, 'did I remember doing some hours of', 
work on behalf of something:called IDC in +985, I would 
have remembered. I really don't think I would have, 
because, again, this wasJiot :anything -- . 

Q You didn't relate IDC to Castle Grande 

MRS. CLINTON: It's, not related. I mean, 'IDC 
is the name of a big project, a big land project, that it 
turns out, pased on these records,'I did,do'work for. 
Castle Grande is a trail~r park that is in that body of 
land, but it would be th~ difference between being the 
lawyer who helped setup :a'suburban development and being 
the lawyer who closed th~ purchage ,of a house in the 
development. I mean, the lawyer who did the' work on the 
development would know nothing about closing the house, 
for example. 

So then I was accused of hot having been 
truthful about·Castle Grande, when in fact, we now know, 
was truthful about Castle Gran,de. Last month I was 

., '. . I ..! .accused of havl.ng destroyed 'bl.lll.ng"rec6rds. Thl.S month 
the billing records appear '"';'- they support me,' which I'm 
thr~lled about/'and I'm a;ccused of something else. That 
will be next we'ek~ ,:.', " 

• 
, 

. , 

Q The billing records appearing -- the box 
appear.ing the way it did,: I':realize you have a very

I '.' " , 

logical explanation forhow·theseevents take place, but 
it's been years, two years, !and lots of excitement, and 
all of a sudden .tllis box appears. .If Hillary Rodham had 
said to Peter Rodino (ph.:), Ithis box appeared, what you 
have been thinking back then? I mean, don't you think the 
sense of, wo~, this sortof:surprise -- I mean, you were a 
y,oung prosecutor and work;ing -':'" you know,if all ofa 
sudden a bo~ appeared in Mr~. Nixon's closet, what would· 
you' have thought back the,n? 

J ! 

, ~RS~ CLINTON: ;W~ wo'uld have thc::>~ght hooray, 
they have fl.nally turned over documents whl.ch they have 
withheld for years. There is no comparison between what 
this White House' has. done: arid' wha·t happened in the past. 
I f you'll remember back; then, they reused to turri over" 

• 
, documents. There were minutes of missing' ,tape. There 
were claims of executive privilege.' We have coopera't:ed, 
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• I 

completely. We have turned over more than 50,000 pieces 
of paper. ,Do I wish thati'w~hadfoundthese before? Of 
course, I do -- especiaLly since it's,so clear th;at they 

'not only refresh my memory but validate my Inemory. 

But, you know,' this searchthc;;,t has gone on has 
been in response to iiteially hundreds of different 
subpoenas directed to whfteHouse peop~e, to us 
personally. , Our· lawyers :have supervised arid conducted the 
searches. People' have done': the best they knew ,how. As 

"s06n as something is' uncovered, it is immediately turned 
, .. . . ~. . . 

over. Nobody 1S w1thhold1ng anyth1ng. Nobody wants th1S 
over with more than I do. " " 

. ' j . " 

, ' So, yes, I cannot' answer for where that' box "has 
been, or what was in that' box" because'I don't know. But 
the important thing is, when it was,found, it was 
immediately ,:turned, over; :and it does' support what I have, 
been saying for ,four. yeal1s. : ' 

• Q I want to talk about your friends and some 
I ' of th~se people who have ,been subpoenaed and put before 

ihearings. Joe Klein who ,was an (inaudible) of yours wrote 
a column recently in which he referred to your. and your 
husband as the Tom and Daisy Buchanan" of ,the baby boom 
political elite -- careless, people who, smash up ,lives. ' ,A 
lot of your friends havelbeen hurt. Vince Foster, Web, 

, Hubbell'-- people' who you really care' about, I gather.' 
Two women, Susan Thomases' and Maggie Williams are facing 
possible perjury charges 'now. Mrs. qlinton, tell me how 
that makes you feel as a .p~rson. Not", you know; legally 

'but as a person to' see aliI this human wreckage how ,does 
that feel? ' ' 

MRS. CLINTON: W~ll,it makes me very sad. It' 
, also, fiomtime to time I makes me wary' angry., I think' 
what'has been done to innocent people is inexcusable. And 
'I regret it personally. And I think it's a very bad , 
,precedent for our country. :I've had friends who have, been 
forced to hire "lawyers "run :up thousands 'of dollars in 
legal bills becau'se they' :returned a phone call. Everyon~ 
knew that at the beginning, :but they were still subjected, , I 

to ,this kind, of hara,ssmen;t ,- ' " ': 

Q Everyone knew what at the beginning? ' 

',I 7 
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• MRS. 'CLINTOK: E~eryone who was investi~ating 
~new that all they we~e. inv~stigating was' ori~ returned 
phone call, but that didn't,stop them: I also think it is 
.a little bit outside my experience with human nature'to 
think that everyone expeJ;."iepces and see the events and 
remembers them. the same way:. 

",
In fact, tome, it strengthens the,credibility

'. , . I .
of people whe~ they hones,tly say theydol)'t remember, as, 
opposed. to coming in with sbme,wellcontriv,ed, perfectly. 
in sync story. Many of these people are being'mistreated, 
in my view, because they have told the. truth, ,and the . 

,truth is not what some of the question~rs want to hear. 

Q So they're gbing'-- is there anything 
specific that you're thiDkipg abou~ when you say that? I 
feel lik~ there is~ Is there somebod~'specifid~~~ , ,

I., " 

j \ • • 

• 

MRS. CLINTON: : Well, I'mthl.nkl.ngof so many 
people, but I'm.,certainly thinking of what has been done 
to my Chief of Staff, Maggie William's,' and my ,.longtfme '. 
friend Susan Thomases. I r~member very well'what we were 
talking. about when w,e talked during, that week 'following· 
Vin;ce Foster's suicide.. iWe: were talking about our grief ~ 
about his family, about hOWl this could happen, how we . 
missed it, how nobody knew, what we could,have done,. if we 
had seen: it. Sometimes \<?e were justsbbbing on the phone~ 
I remember very well. i' , . 

Now, I cannot tell you when the conversation 
took plac'e, and how ,long it';was. I,don't remember that. 
It's jus.t 

Q The gist~f ~t, though. 

MRS.' CLINTON: I,Yes, and really'until I saw 
phone records, I coul,dn' t: remember' everybody I talked to • 
That whole time is just,this blur of emotion in my own' 
memory. And I also know Iwhc:\t we were not talking about. 
We were not talking' about i~terfering withanybody's " 
investigation. There were no .documents taken out of Vince 

.Foster's of.fice. Maggie .Williams, has passed two 
independen~ lie. detector :tests. Now,' does that.' mean 
somebody who in~hat momel,lt.of -;::onfusionand giief and 

,'. 

shock saw something differently or interpreted" something
,or heard something so that ~e have different recol,lections 
-..,. lying? I don't think :so; 

Take Bob Barnett,: . who 'is, one of the most 
reputable lawyers iri . Washington, DC. . He cameps a .'. 

• 
representative of our' law firm to pick up docurnents. He 
knows very well, that'he'picked them up;' he inventoried 
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,them; he and Maggie's me1'\1ory of whether or not'I saw them 
during that time differ. ' Why would anybody remember that? 
If it was an innocent encounter where we might have said, 
how are you? My gosh, ar,e you okay? What's' happening? ' 
Have yqu, you know, talk~d to ~isa or have -- you ,know, 
did you -~ you know, what did you think about the funeral? 
Wasn't, it moving? If ,that's ,what were t,alking ab6ut~ 
which is likely -- .if we1saw one another,: what we were 
talking about" why would ,we: remember all'-tha~ in detail? 

, , 

So people's hone§t memories, where th¢yire' 
doing the best they c,an to cut through the grief a:nd the 
shock and the trauma to, answer people's questions years 
'later is held against th~m, 'whereas if people 'walked in 
and told the same ~tory -- t remember where I was at 2:02 
'that afternoon; I remembE!r exactly what::, I t'alked abou~ -;-­
would that be more credible? live done enough work, and 
maybe I've watched enough television 

',', 'I ,;
Q Perry Mason? 

• , ,MRS. CLINTON:: -"'7 you know, exactly, to bea 
little suspicious if that were to occur?, B'ut instead of 
gl.vl.ng honest people the ,bel)efit of the, doubt during a 
trau~atic time, thi~ is an investigation in search of a 
scandal. ' ,', So 'everybody who, Knows us, 'everybody who 's had 
any contact with us is fairgamei'because this is not 
about finding out the truth ~ And I regret it very much. 

Q You haVe ~ very clear and logi~al
succession of events, that you describe. I know you had a 
big press conference in June of '94, but is there. any 
value again in sitting downiwith the Senate Ethics 
Committee,-- I know they haven't called you yet -- but 
offering yourself up, or 'having like a' Gera:ldine ' ' " 
Ferraro-type press conference where you say, okay, ask me 
every 'last word; just take the heat,' of, my friends. The 
Pr'esident alluded ( inaudible') talking 'about when he' talked 
last night at 'the press conference.' Were you thinking 

'abo.ut this'or -­

MRS. CLINTON: ,We have alwciyssaid we will do 
whCitever it takes to coop;erate,. Arid 'we will; ,and I 
personally ,wilL . But think :about, the history' of this 
matter. The questions ke'ep 'changing. 'The ground,Reeps 

• 
,shifting • ,The people'< asking them don't, want to know the , 
facts,' especHilly if, they: don't support :thei~ accusations • 

9 
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• It's taken-montns to 'get:th~ RTC report publicly released, 
and it still is not. r'think that speaks volumes a'bout' 
what's ,really going on here'. Since the RTC report' ' 
ve,rifies we lost money;in Whitewater; we were passive 
investors; we did not get ahy financial advan,1:age out of 
Madison'S&L. : I'" 

",' ! " 
, 'If' this were" a: search, for the truth, wouldn't 

that report have been heid ~p at a press conference and' 
laid on the table for everyOne to read? I haven't even 

'seen it. ' '" ',I ,j, , " 
, " 

'" Q' So wh~t you'"re saY1ng is, in your own mind, 

, there's really 1)0 value or point in holding a ,big' press , 


, ! conference or going to committE:e because the gr'ound will 

just shift ag,ain, so what"s: the point.', 


• 

, ,i , ,,' 
MRS. CLINTON: I,willdo whatever it,takes to '" 

end this and to cooperate. :But I think that, the American 
public' ought to just rev,tew! in their own minds this sort 
of piecemeal l.nvestigati6n that has gone on over these ' 
four years and think abput J::low, no matter what we answer 
and no matter how it's valida:ted, it's never en<;>ugh. s6 
if we ever do" get to a, stopping point where we think , 
finally we Can understand what the ground rules are,' I 
'will pe the happiest per~oniinWashington . 

. " "' ..i j;' ::- . .' \ , 
Q You'reha1led, even 1n The Wall Street 

, Journal 'this week, as being: a brilliant political' 
strategist~ an4 yet ther~'seems to be this -- there's been 
political stumbling, whiqh is, a '(inaud~ble). You know, 
your ef,forts' at health ca.rel.' ,which "( inaudible), the stuff 
with the Tr(ivel O,ffice, a: little fuss ,over your ,ghost 
writer.',' It's'almost as, 'if"you know, in retrospect" have 
you treated Washington, this complicat~d place., sort of 
like Arkansas -- have you thought about,that, I mean, 
politically? " -; I 

" MRS. CLINTON: ' I 'thin~ I did not understand 
Washington. I didn't understand how it's a city ,that 
thrives on rumor and goss'ip' and im1uencio. ' That., had not 
be,en my experience up unti I now. And I have learned a, , 

,lot. But I guess I see i't a little bit' differE:ntly. I 
think it's, part of someone else's'political strategy 'to 
continue to raise questionsiabout my husband, abo:ut me, 
about people associated with us. 

• , ,i 

I,' ,
Health care is: a perfect example. Health care 

is a very difficult political ;issue. ' .a.hy president who 
, has ever touched it has gott.en burned, •starting w,ith Harry 

• 

Truman, who' tried valiant:ly :three' times ;tdreform health 

car~ ap4wa~ really damag~d~politically deeply because:of 
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his efforts. We 'knew when we took that on. it would'be 
hard-fought battle. But:the President' believed, and I 
certainly understood and agreed with him that it was so 
important it needed to be taken ort. what we had'not· 
really bargained for was 'ho'w the issue' itself would become 
subordinated to the political battles about whether or not 
the Republicans wanted tq give this President a victory, 
even if it would help the American people. How much money 
,in some estimates are $300 million that health care 

• ' I ' J.nterestswould spent to try .. to defeat', th'e plan. ,And , 
through their campaign to really undermine the credibility 
of the pr~siderit and by con~ection myself. 

• 

Q You fou9h~ (inaudibie) -- you fought tough 
battles in Little Rock, y,ou1know, political battles over 
rural health care and over educat'ion. ' ' And there were, I"m 
sure, opponents who were,~ y~)U know, of' a different party 
and had other things in ll}ind when they,were arguing for' 
the good of children. ' You knew that. That's political ' 
strategy. Isn't that -- that's what you're such an. expert 
at. I guess, I'm -- I'm jus~ wondering, w~at about in 
Washington -- , I ," . 

MRS. CLINTON: "B~t I don't t.hink anyone could 
have foreseen, at least no one I talked with, that you 
would have approximately 22 'Republican senators who said 
they ,were ,for universal ,health abdicate their oWh position 
for political reasons. ,1 mean, you' have to expect that 
people will at some level do what they say, and that they 
stand for what theybeli~ve. And so that didn't.turn out 
to be the case. But I h~v~ no bad feelings about that. 
As you say, it's politics. It's just that it was a 
different kind of politics than I had'experienced 
personally. But I think ~al'90 it was to 'some, extent, 
different in kind than we have seen in this country before,. , ' 

on a major issue. 

If you look at~ a ;lot of the debates that we've 
waged in America before, Icertainly int~rest groups iine up 
against interest groups. That's the way democracy works 
to some extent. But in this, the weight on the other side 

'was overwhelming. And e~en iif we, were, able; ,. as' we' ,were, ' 
to muster support to tryto:counter some'qf the TV ads 
that were run, for example, :we were outspent by such a 
huge ratio that we could ,never quite rakethrou'gh to get 

• 
people back to understanding what this plan was,' really 
about instead of 'the char'acterization of it. ' 
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So, are y~:)U ,asking me have, I learned something? 
Yes, I have. And I've learned a lot. And I just re'gret 
that we were unable to do anything to provide health care 
for the millions of million~ now, more than 41, 42 million· 
people who are uninsured; and the numb~r keeps rising. So 
our problem has not gotten any better; in fact, it's 
gotten worse.' And eventually we're going to have to d~a'l 
with that. 

Q You know, I Ellzabeth Dole, has said that if 
she gets, your job, which r I', m sure you think she won' t, 
she'll also want to keep 'her own job at the American Red 
Cross., And I wonder in retrospect -- you've learned about 
political, pattles, but I wonder, in retrospect if you .' 
you've thought about your own role as,First.Lady, maybe it· 
was a mistake to put forth this notion of two for one and 
take· a job inside, the White! Hous~ 'rather than take on.e 
outside the White Hous~?" 

• 
MRS.CLINTON:! W~ll, I think , that every woman 

who's been in this position has worked on issues she's 
cared, about. And, they have; been imro1ved somet irnes to a 
great extent in the most ,difficult deci~io~s the President 
had to make, but behind the,scenes. And I believed that 
it was time for ,'someone to say, we know that women in this 
position have always influenced policy~ They have wielded 
a great deal of power on ;behal,f of their,husband and on, 
beh,alf of causes they cared ,about, , but that'I wanted'to be 
involved in whatever way 'my:husband asked me, even if it 

, were more direct'than had been the, case in the past .. And 
I think there is a chang~ going on in the country about, 
women's roles. And because of the visibility of thi$ 
role, more gets.acted on and talked about with 'respect to 
it than I think 'we do with everybody else's decisions, so 
that, women are making'decisions all the time that are., 
different than their mothers' made. And I am making 
decisions about how to conduct myself'in ways that maybe 
-- may appear to be different' froin the ways other women 
have. 

But you know what I have learned is that 
nothing I have done in this:position is new. Everything I 
have done was done by a former first lady. 

, I' I 

Q Eleanor Roosevelt (inaudible) husband's key 
domestic issue or.keymajorissueand go and fight for on 
the HIll the way you have?· ' 

MRS. CLINTON: I Eleanor Roosevelt not only took 
on many issues but she to'ok ,a job in the government. Now I 
criticism led herto ·leav.e ~t, but she was' g~ven a major 
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pesitien by· her husband.: She wrete letters censtantly.te 
cabinet efficers and ethers:puttingfdrth her epiniens 
abeut'what sheuld be den~. : Resyln Carter,testified befere 
Cengress en behalf ef mental health. en· a cemmissien .that 
was very impertant 1:9 the President I which she was the 
henerary chair ef. 

• . j \ ~ ! 

QThere was "a streng sense that riobedy.li~s 
ta~en 6npelicy and pelitic~l ,issues -;- discus,sien the way 

. yeu have. . .' 
I 

MRS. CLINTON: ': B~t that's my peint --:- I den't 
think that's histerically accurate. I think that in eur 

"age o'f intense media scruti~y everything I de isI 

transparent. But, my geedness, Mrs. Wilsen ran the 
ceuntry when her: husband ,had his streke.. Mrs. Taft used 
to. go. in and tell'cabinet'~ffice~s'and subreme ~e~rt 
justices what they'sheuld do~ 

• 

So. Icou'ld 'giVe yeu"many ether' examples. And, 


my peint is that. all these wemen diQ what they did behind 

the scenes; they ,were' dep,ending upen t~eir ewn .. 

persenalities and interests~ extremely active; very . 

contreversialfrem time to. time' l but .they weren't living 

in quite the same situatfoh' I, am. They w:eren't ef .the 

. experience that I breught:,:fto the White House. So. I take 
much ef what is said abeut *e with a little bit ef a grain 
ef salt because I· can ge"back and read· histerical acceunts 

.where much ..ef the same is: scHd abeut e,!:her wemen in their 
times. 

: I 

, Q I' wanted ,to.: ask yeu two.· questions 
(inaudible) -- ~irst ef ~lll yeu mentiened the press -- I 
realize we're net yeur faverite peeple ..... - but is there,. 

'anything that's· ever been written about yeu l 'yeu know / : 
really that .pertrayed ye~ accurately -- a real pertrait ef, 
yeu that you think re'ally get yeu?

I: . 
. MRS;' CLINTON: W~ll, I thinkl pieces -- peopleI 

. get pieces ef it all the timewActuallYI I think that/s, 
,ene ef the. preblems I " ,is' by 'tfhe 'very nature ef the werk you. 
have to. del yeu .have to. simplify cemplexmatters to. 
cemmunicate to. yeur audience. I think if yeu teek a 
snapshet ef my life from :mement to. mement/day to. daYI and 
yeuteek snapshets ef the' lives efmany of my 
centemperar ies ,-~mement t,e :mement I day. to. d?'lY I yeu' weuld 
get the. same cemplexity e,f a pertrait that I see in my

',' 
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life ,and the life of my +ri~nds. You ~ight see one of us 
with our child, comforting a sick child;' the'n you might 
see us walking into a bu~in~ss meetin~;then you ~ight see 
us volunteering at some kind of an event; then ,you might 

"see us, 'hosting, a cUnner, party. ' ", ' , , , 

I mean, 'just take all the different ,functions 

that modern American,women perform'in their lives today, 

and if you' only zero in Qn, one of them', you get a ' 

different picture than if you try to step back and 'say, 

wait a minute, allQf this is going:on; it's never to me 

an 'either/or proposition~ It is both and much more. 


, ,j 

And so what happens is that someone sees me 
, 

Q Hanging a, :wreath. , 

, 'MRS. CLINTON:,' Hanging a wreath~ or hosting a 

state dinner, or unveilirig the Chri~tmasdedorations 


.. ,:' .'J " - ~. 

Q ' Lunches with: gossip columnists. 
I ' 

MRS'. CLINTON: ,Yes, 'which, you know, we had a 
hysterical time. , And they get back and, they say, oh, 
well, that doesn't jibe with ,her testifying before 
Cong;ess; that do~sn't s~ua~e ~ith the, stories I tiea~d 
about her being int~rested in her husband's political 
campaigns., ,Ah, therefor~, that must be not genuine, or 
she must be ,changing here image, when I think a ,fairer way 
to' look at it is that l' am:' all, of these things, as most of ' 
the women I know happen to be. ' 

But it is diff;icq.lt, still,- ,for us to explain 

to ourselves, let alone' f,or:our journalists to explain, 

what isa modern woman's !li~e today? 


, 

Q Do you think ,[--forget the prism 'of 
journalism, which you have to be interpreted 'through ~­
but do you -- I get the sense, and maybe because of this 
woman I sat with, that ttier~ is, some sort of conf,usion 
that" you know, that they' see' you, as a person who goes to 
,policy meetings' with the ,President, and that this 
wreath....hanging somehow, is: a role -- that you're adting the 
role of First'Lady, and l'oo~ing for whi;> is 'the authenti,c;: 
Hillary Clinton? ", . 

MRS. CLINTON: I'Well, why can't I be all of· 

that? I mean', I am a cnr'istmas fanatic. I: mean, if y-;:nl 

had known me, you know, y'ears .ago, you would have'seen me 

hanging lots of wreaths" If you have been llP on the ' 

second floor when there 'were nocamera~ around, you-would 

have seen melciying,out the !hundreds of Chrlstmas 
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, , I 	 . '.ornaments we've collected. l'And, you Know, wl.th my .brother' 

on one ladder and my husband on another putting them up 
for hours. Why can't I be a whole person -- to'get back 
to the word of integrity;--;'why can't I or any ,woman be ali . ,'" 
integrated person? 'Why is l.teither/or? Why do we, as I 
say in my book, and I write about this in my book, why is 
it we say that if a woman i~la<;lvocating a position or 
being a,~sertive or ambit~ous;she'sacting masculine? Why, 
can't we just be human beings with the full range of 
,ex,periences avaiTable, to ,us~ 

• 

Q I/~ not, e~en!~ure people would say, because 
you're testifying before ,a Senate committee, you're being 
masculine. This is the 1990Si we, have' ,female senators. 
We're used to seeing women behind podiums. "And you Took 
great behind 'a podium. YoU:;:lookedalive., And that ,looked 
like the real ~ou. It's 'ju,t the jarring images, perhaps. 
This happened on a perioq of tim~ where you were behind a 
podium. And then 'of all of"8 sUdden there's this period 
of time where you're -- the: image is more, your hanging 
wreaths or talking about the Miss America cont~st. It 
somehow seems confusing., And maybe I'm wrong, but that's 
the image. 

MRS. CLINTON: Yqu 	 know, I really cannot help, 
and,I certainly cannot control, howl ~m portrayed to 
people.' I can 'only live 'my life' with as much integrity to 
the best of my' ability, doing what I think is right for 
me. I enjoy a lot of different aspects of being a woman, 
of having a full and varied: life. ' And, t think' any of us, 
whether we are in ou'r owri h6mes or 'in 'the White House 
ultimately have to do what ,is best' for you. And that's 
how I view my ,life. 

NOW, I hope that ,women ,and men will look at my 
life as they look at their own lives'. If someone were to 
see them at just one mome.nt; and that were the image that 
were portr'ayed, how would you pos'sibTyconvey the full 
range of your life in one: i~age?' I don't think it's 

. possible. 	 ' 
I 

And so th'erefo~e;: if you are 'doing something 
one day that is different from what you did the day 
before, is that contradiction,' or is that just a ,rounding 
out of who you 'are? " , 

• 	 Q And that's true. What's interesting! 
, , 

t -.: 



though, 1S -- you know' the' American people have sort of 
common sensei and they get. it; they get a feeling from 
you~ And a.lot.'of people like you. This woman li'k~d you. 
She had a feeling .about you·.,'. And then she had an uneasy 
feeling .. And,' I mean, thatimighthave,to'do with the 

. controversy, . but it's a-Is'o ~- it was l.ik~, ,who 1s she, she 
said~o me.: Who isthis~woinan?, Wouldi'you'acknowledge in 
some way .that there has been some sort' of difficulty in. ' 
getting a 'strong a perception of you .these days? Or in' 
recent --	 . ." , . . , 

MRS. CLINTON:' Nc;:> -- yes, of course ther.e' s 
been diffIculty, but, look what..has been going on. I mean, 

. for four years on a regular:bas.is, I've been accused or 
criticized or attacked for ?-ll different kinds ofthi~gs, 

I. so that with (;very step: forward ,that people might take in 
.getting.to' 	know'me,' 'inevi;~:.ably,there c;:oines some' kind of 
counter-attack, starting'iwith the Republican Convention in 
1:992. ,So ·all of this stciys' ,in' theatniosphere., . This is' 

'not 	coinc'idental that this ~tuft is "part' of the effort to 
undermine my· husband.. I:unCierstand that." . 

But then also ,look, as I would ask' you to, at 
. ',what information people get-. about me. I do thousands of· 
things every year. Very 'few of them are ever conveyed to 
tlie public, so that.part'of,what happens is what people 
conslder newsworthy is what ' is communicated. ·And what I 
choose to do, whether it ': s, : you know',bel.,ng on Martha . 
Stewart's. show,.'which 1: ,thott9ht was a kick,or'doing , 

: something else ~ ,like un;veilingthe Chr:istmas'tree', tha,t 
will ,get somec6verage. :But I, ,have very little control 
over what people who cover the' news thin){"of as being 
important. . ,; 

So I had an even;;:, for examp.ie, here' a few 
weeks ago, which meant 'a great .. deal to me about I 
brought kids from allover the ',country who were in limbo 
because they were in foster: care; and. they had now. been 

• 

. released for adoption" but t.heywere older kids, ai1d 
nobody was interested in; them. . And 1: ,had -..;. a lot of ' 
press was there. -t spoke behihd the podium about 'the 
importance of our moving Ithe'se childre'n into 'roving homes ~ 
There was very:little i;ntere$t. " It wap not considered" 
newsworthy. That's real~ymy point about this book. ~uch 
of what I do every day is absolutely consistent with who I 
am, what I have done' for 25:years~And it has to do with 
women and children. And iyetdespite my doing it,people 
will say, oh, that's a s6ft,i'~sue. I happen to 'think . 
there are no harder issues than: what we do with our 
children. But it's not cqntroversial. I'm not engaged in 
going' up to the Hill to convince·members of Congress to do 
something." I'm not argu±nglwith; so'mebody~ I'm advocating 

. 	 .. I . 
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that each of us individually do somet~ing about whether 
it's the foster care and,adoption system or mammograms for 
women, the Gulf War disease~, things I have been very 
involved in all this year. ; 

But then the impression comes across that I "m 
either not'doing anything, or that what I'm doing is a 
retreat from what I had done; before, or that I have taken 
on soft issues, when at least the way ,I .see my life ancimy 
commitments, they are a seamless web of consistent 
attention to the issues that I have cared about for more 
than 25 years. There wi+l never be anything ,higher 
visibility than he;alth cate~ But rather tha~taking 
health care out and sayi~g it's of a totally different 
nature, I see it as part jof! what 1 have don'e ,for all of 
these years. I write about: it in the book; I got involved 
in it in part because I 9aredabout what,was happening to 
children. 

So, of course,: it's frustrating to me, because 
I wish I could carrymiliiops of Ameripans around with me 
every day. I wish they c;:ouldi you know', be', with me last 
Friday when I entertained the crew of the USS ColuI)lbia, 
because I am the sponsor of1their ship. I wish they could 
have been there when I opened the sculpture garden, which 
I care deeply about to try to promote American art -- on 
and on and ort.' ' ' 

MS. CAPUTO: We've got to'wrap up 

Q One more question? 

MRS. CLINTON: "How about a few qu~stion~ about 
the book. (Laughter'.')' ! 

Q Actually t;:hi~ is a book question. Ieven 
wrote it down. 'Well, I wondered when I read the book 
about what you do -- I mean, you are married to the 
Pres.ident, and what you do in everyday conversation with 
him about these fssues, about everyday -.:... with the little 
conversations. And I 'th9u9ht :...- at the time I thought . 
this, too -- I would loved to have been with yo~ guys at 
breakfast, I think it was in October, the morning after 
the President said he would support the Senate welfare 
bill, which ih 'effect enqs AFDC to poor kids ,an. families. 
And I thought, what did she 1say to him'at breakfast? I 
mean, did she'said I'm gd~ng to hear fFom Marian Wright 

i 17 

, I I ' 

I 
I 



Edelman today?' Do, you remember that at all or-is it 
not -- ''.' 

MRS. CLINTON:' I: don't think it'would have been 
a conversation very ~ifferent.f~om most of oQr , 
conversations.' I express my opinions to my husband, 'and 
my husband makes whatever decision he thinks is best. 
Sometimes I agree 100 percent; sometimes I,agree 50 
percent. But most of the t'ime I agree in the majority 
with what he decides to do,' because he has a lot broader 
base -- information and knowledge about what's possible 
than I do,' since that,' s wha;t' he does' every' single day. 

And I always believes that it's good to have a 
President who seeks information from a wide variety of 
people.' That has always;be!=n the way ,with my husband.' I 
mean, one of the qreat miscpnceptions is that ,Bill Clinton 
does anything anybody, i~cluding me, tells him to do. He 
takes everytQing in. I've hevel;" seen a person who is more, 
eager to absorb different points of view. And then he 
distills it, and he makes the decision. And very often it 
is not ,the exact decision that I had advocated, but he's 
come to 'the, conclusion it is the right" decision that he 
wants to make at this tiIite.' 

• , And, you know,' when he supported the Senate 
."'. . ". '. . .' 'welfare bJ.II, he dJ.d so ~ay;tng J.t's a lot better than the 

House bill. It is-- at:least got some redeeming features 
to it., But then when they,' in the Republican majority 
chariged, it" he ve,toed it: So he' s alwiitys constantly, 
assessing what can be done"what, should be done. And as 
someone who observes him do this, I am very heartened by 
the way he ,listenscto many~~many peopie.

I: : 
Q ,(inaudible) 

I 

~~ over breakfast (inaudible)? 

,MRS. 'CLINTON: No, I mean, we talk aboutthi~, 
but, you know -­

But, you know,: he does things every day that 
I I

I'm hot involved in (end'of,tape). 
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