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} Q (Inaudlble)
[ B

MRS. CLINTON: ': I'have worked on chlldren s issues for

'~ more than 25 years. And certalnly since I’ve been here in the

White House I’Ve tried. to be a voice for children == on health
care,.foster care, educatlon, the issues that I’ve been involved
in forla long time. But it’s become increasingly clear to me
that much of what we areé learnihg about how children develop is

- not belng used to the extent it could, both in - individual homes, -

and when children’s pollcles are made, whether 1t’s at a school
or a workplace (1naud1ble) government"'

And Simon and: Schuster had done the wonderful book
about. my mother-in-law, and they came to me, I think, around ‘the
first of the year, as I recall -and asked if I would ‘have any
1nterest in doing a book. And I thought about it, and I ‘thought,
you know, that might be just what I need to do -- to try to put
into words why I care about these issues and why I don’t think .
that they are just soft women’s: 'issues to worry about chlldren,
but that they are the. real core of what everybody should be
concerned about. :

g - So'I klnd of took a deep breath and sald yes, I”do;'I
want to write a book about children. And that’s where it
starte? 1.

i

i

"' Q I read the Post story today about the book. Did

: !
ﬂ}, MRS. CLINTON.‘ Um-huh Um-huh
) L.

;' Q - 80 I wonder 1f we could just address that. I

. mean, what are the questlons ‘that you re ralslng, who actually
ﬂwrote the book’ ; , .

; ;uA‘? o S o o . ‘
! _MRs. CLINTON: ' I actually wrote the book.. : g

E Q And I thrnkfl’vevseen'referenCes to -- you wrote a
longer{-- . P SN : ‘ B



. ©. 'MRS. CLINTON: Yes. I would like to tell you that I,
.~ am computer literate, because I thought I was. I had been able
to work on much 51mp1er word proces81ng computers in the past.
But. I’'ve never been really good at it. So when I undertook this

. endeavor, I ended up doing it in longhand and then having it
typed, and then editing 1tp .and going back and forth with it.
.. But T had a- lot of help. 'I had both the help of . the people Slmon
"and Schuster hlred plus friends and others who were w111ng to
take thelr tlme to come and crltlclze the drafts. '
Q' (1naud1ble) —=- at some of the other. publlshlng
‘houses is there was a ghost writer who was eventually let go.
‘Can you address that 1ssue° Was there a ghost wr1ter7‘

c 'MRS. CLINTON. Well we put out a press release ’
" about that -- ~ K . .
| Q ‘Yes, I - |
, MRS. CLINTON;:‘~- which we should get for you,vm
'because I’m not familiar with all of the details, and the.
press release was done in conjunctlon ‘with Simon’ and
' Schuster. But ‘they hired someone. :

Q  This was Barbara -

" S S MRS CLINTON Barbara Flneman (ph ) == who did;
’ '-help me in the beglnnlng to get organlzed to do résearch.
She conducted interviews! w1th me .that were transcribed
‘that she was able to organize for me. She drafted some
. connecting paragraphs to connect what was in the :
transcripts. - And what I' concluded was that I needéd a lot
of help to know how to wrlte a book, but that I had to ‘
. write my own book, because I want to stand by every word.
. I wanted the process, too, of having to think through
these thlngs. You know,; I‘ve worked on these issues for:
so long, but to put into words what I feel about then,
what I think is 1mportant ‘nobody could do that for me.
They coéuld crlthue what ‘I had wrltten, but. they could not
speak for me. . - o o '

So I had" the help of Barbara. ‘I had another
researcher who was hired. I had .a typist. I had a
terrific editor, Becky. Salltan (ph.).  And I had some
. friends ‘who were w1111ng ‘to help out. But I wrote the
book, and I take all respons1b111ty for it.

-QTl So she wasn't let go or anythlng llke that.

"MRS. CLINTON. Oh, no. Her contract is: w1th
Slmon and Schuster, AndJI;acknowledge in the press



Labor Day.
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release ny appre01atlon for the help. and hard work she

~gave e ‘and am very grateful to everybody who helped

: | You know, then the issue- was ralsed well what
about the acknowledgements, because I dldn’t mentlon
anybody by name -- . . :

H

Q - S8W thatI

: . MRS. CLINTON: And there were two problems. I
was trylng to keep a. runnlng list while I was wrltlng this

_ book -about everybody I needed to. ‘thank. And it just grew

to be. enormous,’ because - T - felt ‘a debt’ of gratltude. I was'
working upstairs on the thlrd floor- of the White House, ‘
and I’'d worked from very edrly in the mornlng to very late
at night on most days when I was here. :

Q At what tlme would you be work1ng7 Early»‘
in the mornlng - : ; o o oo .

- r

A .. MRs. CLINTON.h Well many days I would start at’
six or seven, and I would -- you know, I would have my .
breakfast brought up there ‘and eat it off a tray.  I’d be
up very late at night -- sometimes 1/d —- you know, if my
husband and daughter weren’t home, because durlng‘a lot of
the early writing of it, Chelsea was at camp.  And so I
had -~ I had-a lot of help from people who wouldn't

ordlnarlly be acknowledgedxln a- book. “Everybody kind of

'Chlpped in and helped out. ! When we went on vacation to
‘Wyoming, Barbara came w1th,me, because we really trying

hard to get it done 1f we. could by 1ts orlglnal deadllne."“
Q And that was October --

MRS. CLINTON: Well, the‘original,deadline was

Q  ©h, Okay.o Q
N | , ; .
MRS. CLINTON” But I had néver written a book

£

g:befOre. I didn’t know what my own personal standards
would be for the writing of the book. But I know that I

‘missed a lot of good times with my family because I was

inside the house while they were out hiking and having
fun. And I even took my legal pad for the chapter I was
writing with me when we went to camp out that nlght So
it was. a constant presencealn my llfe.

And I concluded that it was just going. to take"

me more time and told Simon and Schuster that. And they

were very understand1ng.~ And they kept putting back the
deadline, tryihg to -- and still get it into the stores by
Christmas. But, you. know,‘I really wanted it to be what I
wanted it to be. And so for me it wasn’t a question of
when it came out so much’ as that it sald what I wanted 1t

to say. _ o
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The other thlng about the acknowledgement I
was going to tell you -- so I went on: and on about
everybody I wanted to acknowledge, and I just -- I had
~ this horror of leaving anybody out. And I knew that the

people who had helped me would know they helped me. And I,
also learned something about publlshlng, whlch my editor .
. explained to me, that, you know, books come in certain
prescribed lengths. And ‘I was push -~ if you look at the
.book -- .

Q You were over or.under?

_MRS. CLINTON: I'was over. .

Q; "By how- much over°c

. ' "~ MRS. CLINTON" I was’ up at the edge. Well, if.
“you look at the book, you’ can see ‘that it’s unusual that

you’ve got the dedlcatlon and the’ aphorlsm to. start the

book on the -- you know,,rlght across from there. - And .

. then the acknowledgements are right here, which is also

- kind of odd. Because what 1 was told is that.if I tried
to list everybody and do it the way that I would feel’
-.comfortable with, you could not get it on one page. And

what would happen, as I was' explalnlng -=- you probably

know more- about; I found 1t 1nterest1ng. :

Q No footnotes elther, too.

MRS.. CLINTON.. No’ --~well,,and I -—- and an
index. I Jjust d;dn’t have time to do 'an index. 1Is that
you don’t publish books the way that I would do a term
paper. This sounds naive to people: who know about all.
this. You don’t just add another page. You go from
something like 320 to 336. @ So then you’d have all these
blank pages and it would be more expen81ve to produce and
it would be fatter and blgger., . :

. Q Did you 11ke‘wr1t1ng° I mean, do you feel
like you would want to write another ‘book or was it more-
— o) ’ ; .

, i . . .
, . ' MRS. CLINTON" I, thought it was the hardest :
" work I‘ve ever undertaken alone. But I really am glad I
did it, and I would look.forward to. wr1t1ng another book,
because I learned so much about what I already cared .
about. You know, I: laughlngly said to.a friend the other
day that it’s.one of the most 1mportant thlngs I’ve ever
- done in my ‘1life. ‘

| Q Why do you con51der 1t ‘one of the most
1mportant things?
t : C
: ' MRS. CLINTON:% Because it was a 'labor of love.
I care deeply about these 1ssues. And I have tried the
best ‘I knew how to talk about them and work on them for
. i .
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all these years. And now - 1n one place I have a lot of the :

_information and questlons that I thlnk are important to me

about chlldren“ ;

\

. My blg problem was cuttlng 1t down. . There was
so much that I wished I could say, so much that had to be .
edited out because I kept wanting to add yet one more
example. And I‘'m -- and I‘m hoping that.the book will
help people think about the' children in their own lives,
as well as- all of“our’children, in some different ways.

: So it was a --+ I ‘mean, at the time it was .
really hard work. And there were moments that I despaired
about being able ever to.get it done. I suffered writer’s
remorse every tlme I s1gnedloff .on .a chapter when the
editor would say, we will: never- get this done unless you .
let go of this today; no. more changes. I‘d let it go ‘and
then I’d 1mmed1ately get a pain in the pit of my. stomach.
And the people I’ve talked to who are experienced in this
told me that that’s pretty much par for the course.

So I just went through all of that hard work
and anguish that goes w1th klnd of taking things you care
~about and. puttlng them down on the page.

¢  In your book there are - lots of anecdotes

about your own family llfe.‘ It was really- 1nterest1ng for
me to read. And one of the, things you mentioned were
things that your parents.taught you about negotiating
sharp edges. So I guess.this is a good time to ask you
about this. ' Lo ' ' :
, . ' . b . ! ' R .

_ You noted that your father would often say to
you, Hillary, how are you dig yourself out of this one?
- 8o given some of the headlinhes recently about the
Whitewater documents, Saflre‘s column about the ‘
."congenltal liar," the Pre51dent's defense of you, is this
book in a way becomlng your shovel throuqh the 1996 ‘
'campalgn° : Do :

_ MRS. CLINTON: : Oh, it might be one of the small
‘shovels. But I think the blg shovels have to do with
Jcontlnulng to answer questions, prov1de 1nformatlon,-be as
cooperative as I can, pointiout as often as I can that
what I have said for more than four years is continually
validated by outside evidence. And that eventually we
will get through thls. C ' o

So if my father were around he would probably
say, well, you know, just keep 901ng, don’t get
discouraged. do what you think is right, and it will all
‘work out in the end. And I happen to believe that.

o Q A new poll by the New York Tlmes and CBS
shows that your favorablllty ratings have dropped 12
percent -- or 12 polnts --1n the last couple weeks. And.
Cd \ '
: . : 5



when they try to figure out why people are hav1ng more
unfavorable v1ews, it’s tied to Whitewater (inaudible).
Given that, why is it that in the last year, you just,
haven’t been more open about Whltewater, just to dispel
the whole issue? o C ;
~ : MRS. CLINTON: : Well, I regret that people that
. form their opinions based on charges and allegations. But
‘we have tried to be as openh; and responsive as possible:to
the proper authorities, which is what we thought out
primary obligation was, so that. we have turned over, you
know, I think it’s now 50,000 pages of documents. We ve
answered every question from the FDIC, the RTC, the
Special Counsel the’ Senate Commlttee, the House -
Committee. Everyone who has a legal role in this inquiry,
we have been as eager asfthey are to get thls thing over
with. And we 11 contlnue to do so0.. .
" ‘ o

Q You know, I asked my mother about how she
viewed you, just to get a sense of what, you know, just
.regular people are thlnklng reading the newspapers.
(inaudible} to her was this whole instance of the :
documents being found, you know, months and months. after
searching somewhere in the White House. And that sort of

symbolism resonated with her 11ke why did it take so long -

to find (inaudible); why'dld these suddenly show up? " And
the White -- , A

MRS. CLINTON: - Wéll, I can understand that.
"'And I wish I knew-the answer to those questions. - The only
explanation that’s been given to me is that people who
have been. searching for documents over the last three
years have done the best they can under very pressing’
conditions because they’ re doing' it for so many different
" groups that are asking. for them »

And I¢wou1d~say to your mother, as I would say
to anyone, we have cooperated fully. We have turned over
every document that. comes to our attention. But there are,
literally millions of" pages in this White House. People"
have had to go through them over and over agaln.

Q But you can understand how then people can
‘get a perceptlon that somethlng s -= people are holdlng
back? : .

MRS. CLINTON- .Well you see, that’s the
problem is that as soon as that was discovered, it was
turned over. Nobody is holdlng back anything. Do I wish
it had been discovered earlier? Of course, because you’ll
remember that a few months ago your mother would have been -
reading that I had probably destroyed a document or we had
concealed a document, 'whlch ‘I was very concerned about,
because it’s absolutely not true..‘ So for this dooument ,
to come forward now, I don't know: where it’s been. It
does not surprise me that with all the ‘boxes and-files of
documents that something might be discovered later than

6



the time 1t had been asked for.3 But to me the 1mportant
thing it, it was 1mmed1ately turned over, and it supports
what I have been saying for four years. 5o it would be in
my 1nterest to have gotten that document out two years i
Jago. : :

[
!

I mean, every time eVerYthing gets out, we are

- better of. I mean, we said four years ago. Whltewater was

“a. failed real--estate transactlon that we got into.. Four
years later, an 1ndependent law firm, on behalf of the
RTC, ‘spends $4 million -~ has access to every document,

. thlngs we’ve never seen, 'and concludes -- you know what'>
"“The Cllntons were telllng the truth

. So the next llne of inquiry 1s, well -yes, . they
" were in bu51ness with a man who later bought an S&L, so
they probably got money funneled to them. We said ’
absolutely not true.l We weren’t investors or .borrowers.
We didn’t have a savings. aé¢count there. .Now, four years
later, what ve. sald then 1s found to be’ true.

‘ Now, our problem is that people who tune in and
. out of this, they can’t p0581bly keep up with this. When

. the RTC report comes out ' that verifies what we have been
saying, nobody holds a press conference and. waves ‘it in
front of the television so that people can see 1t They -
don’t even release it publlcly .

: So, . you see, " the" problem we have 1s that
everything we’ve said has eventually been verified. And
all of it eventually will. ;But trying to get it all:
pieced together so that the' Amerlcan publlc can make sense
out of ‘it is a blg ]ob L, :
. A o ' ’

Q ~ But would .it| . help if you testlfled publlcly
before Congress and then just did away with the 1ssue that
way? R ‘ .

MRS. CLINTON: ' Well, I have said I will
cooperate 1n any way that I'm asked to. :

o
: T Q And that 1ncludes testlfylng before
Congress? r;; :
. , MRS. 'CLINTON" I w1ll do whatever is requlred
of me. Nobody wants thlS over with more than I do. - -

. Q But would testlfylng get rid of it qu1ckly°
I mean, what's the best way to deal with it?
-]

. MRS. CLINTON'~ I w1sh I knew, because 1f the -
ground didn’t keep shlftlng .and ‘the questions didn’t keep
changing, I might. be -able to answer you. But I'm now - .
being attacked by some for answering questions I was asked
instead of guestions I should have ant1c1pated., I don’t :
know how to be more forthcomlnq than we have in an '

- ‘

TN



environment in whlch there are some who unfortunately are
. o runnlng 1nvest1gatlons 1n search of a scandal .

. Q But if Congress asks you to testlfy, you

will testify‘-- .
_ | S '
MRS . CLINTON z'I will'cooperate.

N :
e

0 And that means~—-~
MRS. CLINTON: ' I w111 cooperate.
Q And that.means‘—- ;
MRS. CLiNTON?} I w1ll cooperate.
Q | Is that the same thJ.ng'>

MRS CLINTON'f I'want to say that what I've
Sald for four years =-- I w111 cooperate.

: Q - In your book you also, offer suggestlons
about raising children.. And some of them were very basic
and common sense, like just’ spendlng more time with your
children. So as I was reading the book. and was wondering
. .- how you did it. I mean, ,you were writing a book; you were
‘ traveling the world; you ‘were’ ah adv1ser to your husband
‘ -- how did you spend more time with your daughter? 'And
- were there. every. times that, she said to you,; Mom, I want -
“to Spend more time with you’ : - -
, MRS. CLINTON" Well that’s such a rare -
,,ﬁquestlon from a teenager --( . ‘

Q (Laughter) -- sorry.
: . MRS. CLINTON: It did not happen. But we’ve”
,”always had a lot of time together. One thing that did
happen during the course of writing the book is that I
" wasn’t out and around very much I was not as publicly -
" visible because I was so 'intent upon writing the book.
..But our private-time_ together, although I might have

missed some tlmes, like I could have used a few more hlkes,"

“in Wyomlng, for example, ye were able to keep  that going.
-I’m just grateful whenever my daughter and her frlends
want to spend any time w1th me. :
So we always make 1t if’ that what she wants.‘
Oftentimes I’d be up in this little third floor room where
I'was writing,; and she’d. come burstlng in the door after
- school to téll me about" somethlng, and she’d 51t and we’d
talk, and then we’d go our separate ways and get together

. - for. dlnner. » And that’s . pretty much --

MRS. CLINTON: I think you mentioned that in
your book, too -- dlnnertlme 15 the tlme when you actually,
get together : . . ,

i 8»
b
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MRS. CLINTON: . We try to. Now, that doesn’t
happen every day, .but one of the reasons that I moved in a
“1little table into what was basically a butler’s pantry’ was
so that we could have time together as a family and not  be
Jjust eating dinner at the formal table and feeling like we
were on eggshells with each’ other.. So that’s where we do-
spend time together. : ; Q. o

: And you know, we re very lucky that we enjoy
that time. And so == 1 thlnk though,' the séeds of it
were planted years ago. It's ‘not somethlng we just
started doing. And that, I supposed is one of my hopes is
that families will follow the example of so many of the
~ families that I followed who built in time with their.
‘children as part of their routines g01ng back to the tlme
they were - P
o Q But I would thlnk you would have the most
- difficult time of all: with all the things that you re
d01ng, I mean, you‘’ve had so many roles. ’

“MRS. CLINTON.' But you know what° Any time your
set priorities, you have 'to'give up some thlngs. And when
I given up, and I‘ve said thls before,  I‘ve given up time
with friends; I‘ve’ glven up social time. ‘'You know, I
don’t get é6ut much in Washlngton to go'to dinner partles.
And there are a lot of 1nterest1ng people here I would
like to know better. But if it’s a choice between A
spending time with- my daughter and my husband and not,
then at least until she goes to college, I‘m going to
choose to spend that tlme with her. '

Q You also mentloned in your book. that you

.- don’t like to use the .term juggle anymore because you can
~drop something. And you use the word "quilt" for a

‘metaphor of how to put. thlngs together. You know, what
sort of lessons would offer to people about how to put
that quilt together of your ‘life so that you are able to

manage all these various roles.

_MRS. CLINTON: That's an idea that I got from
Mary Katherlne Bates* in thlS book, "Composing A Life."
And I once in her presence -- she’s a friend of mine --
used a phrase "juggllng," and he just looked at me and
said, "You know, that’s a very unfortunate choice of words
that women use because what our real challenge is how to
integrate all of our dlfferent roles and .
'respon31b111t1es." T : o

: t

And for me, hlnk once’you have a . child, that
is your most important obllgatlon.‘ And that everythlng
you do has to be seen through the prism of that child’s
‘needs. And I’ve tried to' remember that. Now, "have I
always practiced what I preached’ No. And I’ve had to
-pull myself up short ;,@ ¢ ‘

9
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But my husband and I have trled for example,
to.avoid being gone at the same time so that one of us was
there. When she was llttle'and I would go on bu51ness”
trips, I would leave a vldeo for her, I would leave a -
story, I would leave a puzzle for her to solvé where. I’d ,
hide little presents for her S0 that she would always know
I was there for her. : « Co- A '
‘ And when I‘m home, I try to be home. I really
try to avoid having my. tlme as -a mother interrupted by .
social and public events. And I also try as hard as I can

to schedule my- tlme in advance.

' I
f

Q Give me an example of what you mean.

MRS.. CLINTON: ' Well I try to sit down w1th ‘her
calendar from school and’ anythlng else that -is important
—- we have a talk about that -- so that when I’m sitting
with the people who schedule -- this is in the White

. House, not earlier -- I will be able to be there for the
Parent-Teacher nght I w1ll be able to be there for the
ballet rehearsal, I- w1ll be there for those things that
are important to her. 1In fact for the book tour, I ’d
-originally been scheduled to go somewhere in- early :
February, and I learned that it was going to be the flrst
meeting of the Junior Class:about college admissions: And

"I immediately called and 'said, -"You know, I have to be

‘there." That is really 1mportant to her, and I want to‘be,
-part of that w1th her.,,;. i _ '

So, you know, ‘that’s not always worked. I ,
mean, one time, when she 'was really little, I was trying a -
lawsuit in north Arkansas, and it. was supposed to be for
just a day. And I got up there and it went on and on, and
R | eventually had to borrow clothes from people because I
was g01ng to be there three nights instead of one. And I
‘missed a ballet recital.'' And that just killed me. because
I thought I had my life scheduled s6 that I wouldn’t. But
she knew that I had made every ‘other effort to be there
for everything.  Even things that were little and-
”1n51gn1flcant by anybody’s objective measure. So although
she wasn't happy, it worked out.

But chlldren have to‘know,,as I say in my book
- that somebody is’ crazy about them, that there is somebody
~.in the .world; and, hopefully, at.leéast'two somebodies, who
will put them flrst. .An that’s what I’ve tried to do and

- what my husband has certalnly trled to do. co .

Q ° You talk about hopefully two somebodles.
That’s another issue that you raised in your .book about
. the, importance of staying married. And you point out that
your mother- 1n~law had gone through divorce and she was in
an abusive relatlonshlp. : But do you really expect ‘people
"to stay in a marriage even if they re mlserable for the
_sake of a child? . .

i
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. MRS. CLINTON: I expect there are instances in
which marrlages are 1rrevocably ‘broken because of abuse’,
because of other behaviors that are unacceptable. But
most marriages go out with a whimper, not a bang. ‘And
therée are many ways thatipepple can work to strengthen
their marriages if they believe it is important. But if
the adults only look to their own interests -- whether
they’re not feeling happy, -or they think there’s greener
grass somewhere else -- they may not work very«hard

- But 1f we look honestly at the ev1dence that ‘
has accumulated about the effects of divorce on children,
that should cause all of us to pause and work harder at
vovercomlng the inevitable dlsapp01ntments that occur in
any marriage. I mean, it is not easy to be married. I
don’t think it ever has been. But I would like to see us
‘erring on the side of encouraglng ‘people to take that
extra step to work out their problems than to throw their’
hands ' up and say they’ll be; happler desplte what 1t meant
“due to thelr children. | i o ‘ :

Q . To the p01nt of hav1ng -— Or maklng it more

dlfflcult to get a dlvorce 1nst1tut10nally° : :
MRS. CLINTON: Well, I.think we have to look at

that. ’ T ' ' S

A Q‘. And what would be an example -
MRS. CLINTON.I«I refer in the book to what I
call "breaking mechanlsms."‘ I don’t think divorce should
be prohibited for people with children or turned into a
sham where people have to accuse each other of things in

order to get a dlvorce. That's what I'm advocatlng

But I do thlnk when people con81der dlvorce
vwhen children are involved,'it should take longer, there
‘should be some required educatlon and counseling. And
people should have to face starkly the potential
consequences to their chlldren of their decision to
,dlvorce. N ‘s . .

If they go forwafd with the divorce, then I

u‘would like to see, again, education and counseling so that

" adults do everything they can to stifle their own feelings

of either relief at getting out of a relationship that was

not satisfying to them, or anger at being left‘so that

.. they can cooperate for- the best interests of thelr
children.

And there are technlqueS'that'people can learn,
they can be taught. There are mediation techniques that
people could utilize instead of running back and forth to
court, instead of using the children as pawns because of
v151tat10n or support whlch I just thlnk is dreadful 1n
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what 1t does to a chlld's sense of worth.

Q I want to Shlft the focus a little: blt.
Over the years, the one theme in your life has been -- at
least from a difference, watchlng from the out81de -- that
you are constantly shifting: roles. I mean, -- (1naud1b1e)
-~ occupations. What sort ‘of 'sacrifices have you had to
make because you’ve been' constantly changlng these roles?
I mean, for instance, shifting from being a lawyer to '
becoming like a political advisor to your husband here.
What are the sacrifices that you’ve had to make?

: MRS. CLINTON: ' You know, I think that all of us
play a lot of different roles in the course of a day, let
alone a lifetime. So thére, are trade-offs all the time.
Roads not taken, adventures, on. roads taken that you could
- never have predlcted.‘ And that’s how I feel about my

life. - " v

I have really'’ enjoyed everythlnq I’'ve done

because it has fulfilled 'some interest of my own. -And the

continuing theme of concern about children, women’s issues
“has kind of pervaded my various roles, no matter where
I’ve been or what I’'ve done. ' ‘ : ) -

' But I'm sure that,had-I never married Bill
Clinton, had he never gotten into politics, had I never
left Children’s Defense Fund to go to teach law, or left
that to practlce law different choices would have been
presented. .And I cannot,even imagine where that would
have led. Because the way I think about my. life is to.
make the best p0551ble decision I can make ‘at the time and
then 11ve that out. And:so; for me, I'm just grateful
. I've had so many opportunltles. ', . .

Q Wasn't there a tlme, though when you were
~11v1ng in Arkansas where' you even had to give up certain
things, like when you were worklng at the law firm in '
Arkansas and you had to give up a share of money related
to state contracts with the;law firm. I mean, were there
~other sacrifices like that7* ;

MRS. CLINTON° But I thought that was the right
- thing to do. So I didn‘t -+ I mean,,lt was a financial
- sacrifice, certalnly ‘ But I didn’t see it as a personal
sacrifice, I guess: But.I just think that’s part of
~living. I don’t know anybody who gets .100 percent of what
..they think they want and. sometlmes when they get even 90

they wonder why - they wanted 1t., : i .

So I look back and I think, you know, I’m sure
there are things that I dldn’t do that I could have done
had the sequence of de0151ons in my life been differently.
But this, is the life I am 11v1ng And part of the way I
‘was raised, as I talk about, in the book was to be :

. grateful - for what I had and ito make the most out of every B

day and to try to deal w1th whatever problem would be

|
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thrown in my way And;so‘that's-hOW‘I»see what I do.
‘today.. I S : ’ ' S
. Q . In your book you also talked about how you,
in tlmes of trial, you would think about what you were
grateful for or count your ble851ngs.‘ Is this time right
now with all the headllnes a time of, tr1a1 for you° And
1f so, what glves ‘you comfort'> ‘ ‘
MRS CLINTON., Well of course it’s a tlme of
challenge because it’s not. pleasant to see yourself
- caricaturized and called names on a dally basis by people.
But I guess..I’ve gotten a little bit accustomed to that :
because it apparently goes w1th the polltlcal terrltory
these years. i R ‘
. QL -- Saflre?called you a liar. What' was your .
reaction to it? I mean, we’ve all heard what the
President thought about that What -was your reactlon to
. it and what was’ your reactlon to the- Pre51dent's comments
“about it? - .
: , MRS CLINTON: Well he sald it with a smile.
I thought it was very well done. T guess I don’t take Mr.
Safire seriously. Youknow, I was on the staff of the
" committee that impeached.Richard Nixon. Mr.  Safire worked
‘for Mr. Nixon. And the best I can tell, he still is
worklng for Mr. leon. I ‘do- believe: that the person who
was most offended was my mother because calling someone
congenital anything suggests: that -my mother and my late
father were - somehow at fault ' :

. ‘Q' Well what dld your mother say?

MRS CLINTON" It’s not printable. So that

" kind of -~ I don’t expect any different. What I do hope

- is that enough of what is true will eventually get sifted
out by the Amerlcan people who are fundamentally fair, and
- they will see all this for what it ‘is, and we ‘will be able
to work on issues like children’s health or education -or
the environment that will make ,a difference, not tomorrow,
~but: next year and the yeariafter next. S

Q What do you thlnk the image of '‘you-is w1th .
the Amerlcan publlc as opposed to what you personally feel"
S 'your image is? In partlcular when you see these comments
-- (inaudible) =- Safire saylng it. I’ve also noticed --
several people have - mentioned this -- that women tend to
hold you in a dlfferent ‘View than men- do, that people
react to you dlfferently based on gender._ o

MRS. CLINTON: Well I thlnk if I were out -
there looklng at all this, I would be confused N
wouldn’t know what to believe. And I think that’s part of
the purpose of it. You know, if you blow- enough smoke,
people are 901ng to thlnk there s some flre there. And I
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think that's part of what’s 901ng on. '

"Also, I mean, I’d be the flrst to admlt that I

- was not very knowledgeable about the ways of Washington or -

the expectations regarding 'this role. ' And I’m sure that.
if I were transported back in time I would make a
different assessment of some of this and try to avold some
of the self-inflicted problems that have occurred. So I
take responsibility for some of the confusion that is out
~there. ' o ,
’ But T also’ belleve that no matter how much we
clear up the confusion,. whether it’s the RTC report or the
bllllng records which support what I’ve been saylng, there
is an agenda for such confus1on, espec1ally in a '
presidential election year.’ So my hopée is. that the smoke
will clear and enough people will see this and see us for.
’,what we are and what we are, trylng to do.

‘ Q So what would you say, how would you deflne
yourself your image, who is Hillary Cllnton as opposed to
the publlc perception: rlght now°

MRS. CLINTON. ‘Well, you know, I would probably
say-that I’m not that dlfferent from a lot of women who ’
are my contemporaries asiwell as those older and younger,
that we all play dlfferent roles, we have different

obligations durihg our day, that if someone were to take a .

snapshot of my life at 8:00' in the morning and at noon and.
.at 4:00 p.m. and at 8:00.p.m. over the course of a month '
they would have many dlfferent plctures.

And T know that 1t is difficult for the press,
who ‘has a hard job conveylng ‘the oomplex1ty of anybody’s
life - And I think it’s made a little more difficult when
it comes.to women because there still is such a tendency.
to stereotype women. And I write about that in the book -
~about the elther/or.- N :

Q Do you thlnk you- have been stereotyped°

MRS. CLINTON" Oh I thlnk that all: of us who
are’ American women at the end of the -20th century who are
trying to make the decisions that are best for our own
lives, who don’t fall: into neat categories, who are trying
to compose a llfe have not yet. been adequately described
to ourselves; let alone to each other. And many of the

" . stereotypes’ about what is or isn’t approprlate women’s

behavior, you know, is this constant overlay about who we
i are. . . o - .
1 know that when I: do things that I personally .
enjoy‘doing, like getting ready for and ‘hosting a state
dinner, some people who have only seen me testifying
before Congress say, wait: a minute, she can’t do both. ‘
That doesn’t fit the stereotype. She’s got to be either a
hostess who likes to. dress up and get her hair done
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~differently or she’s got to be a woman who’s out there
advocatlng on behalf. of- health care. . .
But I say, those are both who I am. Just ‘as

ymost of my friends who get their, chlldren up to get .
breakfast and go to school, and then - leave the house to go
to work, and then may go: to'a committee meetlng on behalf
of a §ubllc .issue they care about, and then may host a
dinner for their friends are also 11v1ng as 1ntegrated a

; llfe as they possibly can. o :

Q But how does that perceptlon of yourself
being just like most other yomen -~ (inaudible) =-- how you
think the public perceives .you right now? How'are you
perceived right now? And how do you -- do you want to
change the perception? - )

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I don’t know because I
think a lot of who I am and what I care about has been
~ distorted. And it is dlfflcult for people to get a fair
plcture. I read - things wrltten about myself and don’t
recognize who I am, and say, you know, I wouldn't llke her
either, based on what was just sald w

So I understand that when people get thelr

" information about a public flgure and when it’s been as
confusing, ranging from thei most extreme negative
criticism to the most- adulatory positive acclaim that it
~ has to leave people a llttle bewildered about who is thlS

‘person ‘and how do I understand her.
. I :

- Q hat’s why I'm asklng how you tell someone
who you are. How do you.get that across’ ‘ :

MRS. CLINTON.~ I say I am a woman in this era
of American h;story I am a wife and mother and daughter.
I am a friend. I am a Christian. I am an advocate on
- behalf of causes I 'care deeply about. ; I am a- lawyer by
~“training. "I have been alteacher. I am someone who likes

~to have fun with her frlends and -- ’ o g

Q | Is it true .you say artiohokey -

MRS CLINTON' Okey-dokey artichokey. Yes.
That’s one of -- ~ o ' ‘ :

'Q You really do’>

« MRS. CLINTQN:f That’s one of the secrets we ve
tried to keep from you.

Q All right. .It’s out. Headlines tomorrow.

'MRS. CLINTON: Yoéu know, I‘m a mediocre athlete
who wishes I were better. : ‘ -
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Q- Apparently a bad s1nger from o
e - .
.MRS. CLINTON" I am a terrlble 31nger who want
to sing anyway. I am a devatee of old mov1es and good

- books. You know, all these thlngs.f

2  Your favorlte movie?

MRS. CLINTON:} Well, 1t's such a cllche, but

‘"Casablanca "o

Q . Oh, that’s mhne, too.

" MRS. CLINTON: . I must have seen that, you know,

' dozens of 'times. - And the’ other . nlght was so funny,_we

were =-- gosh, I don’t remember, -Tuesday or Wednesday of
this week -- and the. Pre31dent was just worn out. He’d
been working really hard ‘on the budget. And we had
‘dinner, and he said, let’s just play some games, do
something different to get our minds vacated. So we
played these games and then we had a big disagreement
because  Chelsea and I wanted to watch ""Casablanca" agaln
because she’s hever seen it all the way" through .and he
wanted to watch basketball.. So we compromlsed with the
basketball on, but the sound off. «

Q = Wait, where was "Casablanca" in thls?
l

MRS CLINTON" "Casablanca" didn’t get 1nto

'this. That's my p01nt We acceded to the wishes of our

pre51dent. ,
’ ! 1
So, you know, I’m all these things. . And I
guess that’s part of what I%flnd bew11der1ng about this
because some people have a very controlled 1mage They.
. let you see what they want "and it works for them. I
congratulate them. - I'm all‘over the . ‘map because I have a
life that is filled with, dlfferent ‘experiences and
challenges all. the time -~ ‘many of them just private and
personal and some of them,xbecause of polltlcs or publlc
pollcy 1ssues -— Pt :
o

. Q Well 1t must be hard for you because you :
even get gquestioned about the way you “look from day to
day. I mean, the way your hair changes or whatever.

MRS. CLINTON: You know, as challenglng as this
week was, the biggest surprlse of the whole week, and one
for which I am amazingly: grateful ‘was being named to Mr.
Blackwell’s Best Dressed, List. (Laughter Y »

Q That gave. you comfort’ That was one of the
ble531ngs that you -- : o :

: MRS CLINTON.‘ No‘k It was just - you ‘know, in-
the midst of all this otheri'stuff, it. just came like a '~
bolt out of the blue. I 3ust could not get over 1t I
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had such fun with that. Ky

Q One last. questlon s1nce I know you’re
‘trying to --you want me to wrap up. How does the book fit
into this getting across to the American public who you
are, you know, a less stereotyped v1ew? You know, how
does that fit 1nto that?: :

MRS. CLINTON:’ Well you know, along with all
the challenges and obstacles that come to any woman in
this position, there’s a;soAthls great opportunity to talk
about matters that are of interest to me. An the book
will give me the opportunlty to travel around the country,
talking with groups of people who share my conviction that
the real conversation that we ought to be having in this ,
country 'is what is best for our children and how do we get
beyond partisan pOllthS and ideology to do what we all g
can do, starting in our famllles, to make Amerlca a better
environment for ralslng chlldren. T : :
. 1 ' .
‘ Q But at the same time, - doesn't that also o
help you with the’ campalgn g01ng 1nto '96’ I mean, surely’
it would help A : o '

MRS. CLINTON: Well, for thoSe people who agree
W1th me it might. But there will be many, as there are on
anythlng, that will dlsagree with what I‘’ve said in the
"book. , : .

, Q What effect dld this have on the ‘96
campaign that you‘re out: on the road promoting a book’
about children, you know, an issue that obv1ously a lot of
people will -- who'’s g01ng to oppose 1t?

MRS. CLINTON: I’ve already been opposed by
people who disagree with thlngs that»I've said. ‘I’ve even
already had criticism o

P )

(changed tapes) S

I hope make their de0151ons about the ’96 campaign on the
basis of what my husband: has done and what he stands for.
And this is my book, and I hope people .on many matters,
. including the book, can separate out nmy husband and me and
" judge him and me as the 1ndnv1duals we are.

Q Thank you. P - b
" MRS. CLINTON.\ Thank you very much.

END

i
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