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‘SIMON' Thls is- WEEKEND EDITION I'm Scott Slmon
' Hlllary Rodham Cllnton began(a book tour this week but she s not asked
~ many questions about that book,' { "It Takes a Vlllaqe X which details Mrs.
~ Clinton's concerns for America' s'chlldren S I
: - T
At the same- time a Senate’ commlttee is 1nvest1gat1ng her legal and
financial affairs during the mid-1980's,. ‘when she was
a partner :in the Rose Law Firm of Little .Rock,; her 'husband was governor of
Arkansas,.and the: firm represented Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan, a
financial institution owned by a friend of the Clintons who was also thelr
partner in the failed 1nvestment now known '‘as Whltewater

Just: thls week a lawyer in, tHe Rose flrm, Rlchard Massey, dlsputed some of
Mrs. Clinton's recollections of how the firm came.to represent Madison and
what she did for them. Last week an old memo’'was discovered which said Mrs.
Clinton had. order flrlngs 1n the Whlte House travel offlce.

‘We 1nterv1ewed Hlllary Rodham Cllnton yesterday in the old . Executlve
Offlce Bulldlng IR ; g |
CLINTON.. You know, we' ve' been through thls now for four years, and it
Qcarted off as one thlng and every time a partlcular set of charges are
isproved and questions answered, the ground shifts.  And there's never any
stable ground to stand on to say, OK everybody, let's take a deep breath.

‘ SIMON. Well, let me ask what seems ‘to: be the questlon of the week.\ You

i



had for a couple of years, people were 1nterested in obtalnlng coples of the
bllllng records of the Rose Law Firm in Little Rock And now they re
dlscovered : X SR

. CLINTON: nght .

SIMON* Now, where were they all that time?
1. .
CLINTON I have no idea. But I'm dellghted they were dlscovered because
once again they prove what I've beeh saying for four years, based mostly on my
own: memory and whatever 1nformat10n was revealed

" And that's what I mean about the shifting grounds, Scott. I ‘mean, a month

-ago we were accused of destroylng the records. They do turn up, and I have no -

idea where they ve been, and, of' ‘course, the time is not great for me since
I'd much rather talk to you about my book than these records. But I'm
Adellghted they re out there, because they conflrm what I. have been saylng

- SIMON., That the work you dld for Madlson Sav1ngs & Loan -‘was mlnlmal

I

~CLINTON' Exactly. _',_:, ’ 1

'SIMON: Did that work or any of those hours, - for example, 1nclude -- and I
sguess the records indicate this -- that you made a call. to a state- securities
commissioner at the time that' Madlson needed the Comm1551on's approval to
' proceed with a stock plan’ : :

CLINTON. Well, my memory about ‘that is that I called the offlce "I do not
believe I ever. talked with the commissioner. and the reason I called is that

we didn't know -- namely, Mr.<Massey and the law firm =-- who in the securities
ffice was to handle this kind of work, - because it was somethlng new for
rkansas -~ other states had done it -- and the ldea was ‘to find out whether

1t was legal under state law., -
: P » :

And the securltles commlss1oner, under Arkansas law at that tlme, had
responsibility for supervising savings & loans, .but I never knew who that
person was, and so I called to find out. I'm not even sure that I identified
myself, but I have no .memory of having talked to the commissioner about this
matter. I wouldn't have known what to ‘talk about.. I'm not an expert in

“'securities law, and as I have'sald repeatedly, was . mlnlmally 1nvolved 1n the
representation. L_,‘ T :
SIMON: " Well, let me ask you know, when - the crlbblng that goes back -
and forth between how many hours amount to what. There s-this story about a

man's got his drain stopped, ‘and a. plumber comes over, taps it once, drain .
begins to flow, and he turns 'to the fellow“who called him and said, ~"That's

be a hundred,dollars;" And the man' says, ~"A hundred dollars for tapping . the
pipe? That ridiculous.'' And the plumber says, "Nc no. That's $5 for
,tapplng the pipe -- 95 1s to. know where to,tap it.

Now, when you are Hlllary Rodham Cllnton, and you are the spouse of the
governor of the state, one phone call that is two minutes. can mean a lot to
- somebody. . ’ p -

CLINTON: Well, it could, but in thls instance it did: not because, A
despite Mr. Massey s excellent work -- and'he's a very fine lawyer‘-- Madison
didn't get perm1551on to do what 1t wanted to do.

. .I keep maklng that p01nt that perhaps in retrospect I would never have '
“even picked up the phone to call and say, gee, who handles S&L matters in the

securltles comm1s51oner !

'MORE .
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o CLINTON I dldn't thlnk that that was, you know, anythlng that was .
inappropriate. And then to tell Mr Massey who he should call and who he
‘should deal with. _j : i

And so, for me, the idea that we’ keep hav1ng these house of cards built.
You know, I practiced law. in Arkansas for many years. People have gone over
“my life and my professional work w1th the finest of tooth combs, and . -

apparently they are still trylng to claim that on this one lnstance, out of
all the work. I dld somethlng must have happened

‘ Yet to me and many others’ who look at thlS falrly, none of us can flgure
out what they thlnk it was. . . , :

SIMON° I was 1ntr1gued by somethlng Youeeere an1awyer on the House .
Jud101ary Commlttee... ‘ - - o S -

v
P

~ CLINTON: That‘s rlght wa

o

SIMON:,- durlng the Watergate 1mpeachment hearlngs."

CLINTON‘ That's rlght

SIMON: And I'm just wonderlng that 1f you could put yourself back in
that frame of mind once again, if the leon White House had come to your ,
committee and sald, “Those. records ‘you've been:asking for for two years, we
‘found them, suddenly we found them, and- here they are," would you have
accepted that explanat1on wlth ia stralght face’ _ «

;CLINTON: I thlnk we. would haveibeen dellghted " The problem back then,.
~you'll remember, .is that documents were destroyed, tapes were missing 18 and a
half minutes.’ The White House:was not cooperating. They were clalmlng
executive priv1lege on every plece,of paper ‘ :

. 4 : .

I think the contrast is so dramatlc. We want the truth to get out. We
ould 3ust love to have thls matter brought to an. end

It's a llttle bit odd that here ‘we are, both my husband and I nearlylso
years old, ‘which is hard to belleve, we don't own .a housé -- we .own half of
the house that my mother - -lives in, in order to help support her -- he has his
1968 Mustang, I have my 1986 Oldsmobile .Cutlass. -A recent magazine said that
with our legal bills we are bankrupt. "So, if we had intended to trade on my
. position, I've done a very poor ]Ob of 1t. T e S

SIMON: Dld you ever say anyone 1n the White ‘House travel offlce should be
'fired? : ‘ r
'CLINTON: No. But I did express concern about the reports of flnanc1a1
smanagement in the travel office. that pre-dated my husband coming into
office, and, thankfully, that was taken care of. But I did not make the
decision about what was done, nor- dld I dlrect that any partlcular decision
be taken. : . . .



i
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SIMON:. Is it just possxble 1n the human game of telephone that Hlllary :
Rodham Cllnton says, ~"I'm concerned "about the travel office, we - ought to look'.
into that,'' and eventually that gets translated by aides who were anxious to
Dgaase you as’ "clean house :

. o .

CLINTON Well, I can't speculate on what d1d or: dld not happen. I only
‘know what T sald and what I 1ntended to convey ’ _ .

V SIMON: ‘Mind lf we talk about your book avllttle?
vCLINTON° I would love to talk about my book.

SIMON: All rlght . Change of pace " A lot of lt 1s much more sad qround
- 'because you say in the 'book that desplte the fact that we rhetorically say

children are our most 1mportant COmmOdltleS - no pun 1ntended talklnq aboutﬁ
.your flnanc1al affairs... ’; T S

‘ CLINTON (LAUGHING) You are so good Scott I love that.Aﬁ"

'SIMON: Just occurred to me when T said. 1t I'm afrald -- but that you say -
C we often don't 1nvest in our. most;prec1ous commodltles, as we should

o CLINTON°. nght nght Unllke stocks and .bonds and commodltles that ‘are
traded in a market, which is out there to be. 1nvested in, and you can see the
immediate returh -- you either make money or.'you lose money -- our chlldren

. deserve a much more careful and long-term 1nvestment

SIMON: You talk in the book about somethlng I belleve you called the '
“dlSCLpllne of gratltude e o ‘ , . '

CLINTON' nght nght.

: t
H

SIMON Interestlng 1dea, thatkyou need to remlnd yourself what you ought

.to be grateful for.

- CLINTON: It is.' That came‘to‘me, really, as a gift in 1993, which was a -
. very difficult year for me personally. It started off with such 'a great hlgh*
with my husband's 1nauguratlon, and such hopes, and then shortly after, my -
father was strlcken by a stroke and dled -

CMRE . ol

'.ETX"‘ SO o BRI v‘k, : ;,
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CLINTON: Our frlend Vlnce Foster kllled hlmself Throughout that year, I
knew that my mother-in-law was, much much sicker than she let on and, in the
~ fall, learned-that she’ only had a few months to live, and 1ndeed she died
'before the year was ‘out. - : : g : ' S
.80 I had to really dlg down pretty deep in my own resources, and lucklly,u
"I had’ people who serit me books to read, ~gave me favorite scriptures, shared
with me the stories of how, like me, they would just get their eyes welllng
_ up. .I would be standing in a receiving line and somethlng would remlnd nme of’
- omy father, and I‘d wonder whether my mascara ‘was g01ng to run..

And there was a- book by Henr1 Nowen (ph), the Jesu1t theologlan, and it
was about the Prodigal Son. And, you know, sometimes 1t's good to be reminded
that people don't get what they think they deserve, that life 1s unfalr, that -
every one of us 1s g01ng to encounter obstacles.- :

So the whole book was helpfulp but in 1t was thls phrase -= ''the
discipline of gratltude." ‘And I had never thought of gratitude ‘being a
discipline. And I began to do:that. I mean every day, no matter what is
‘happening. around me, -I' conscxously try to discipline my own. feelings and my
mind about what I have to be: grateful for, because by any stretch of the '
_Acglnatlon -- .even during the worst ‘times, -when people are accusing me of

ings and d01ng all that they do -~ I 'm a very lucky person
! ' ‘ ' .
SIMON:~ WOuld you.ever run for offlce yourself’ Do- you ‘ever thlnk about
that? A : :

o T’Ah

CLINTONi'AOh‘ I don't. thlnk s6. Na&,,'

SIMON: .- I mean dld you. ever, back in the,’éOs, between when,
I belleve, you were a Goldwater Glrl A o L S

CLINTON: - That's rlght. ..j] g,: .
o . - ' l~‘

SIMON: ;;; and whatever you became polltlcally

- " CLINTON: That's rlght. And I feel - llke my polltlcal bellefs are rooted
in the conservatism that T was raised with." I don't recognize this new brand
~of Republicanism that's afoot now, which I con31der to be very reactionary,
not conservatlve, in many respects.‘ I'm very proud that I was a Goldwater '
Glrl S PR R :

. And then my political'beliéfsﬂchanged over timeg'but‘I‘ve always .thought
that the role of c1tlzen, the role of -advocate, were as important 'in our.
democracy as running for offlce, and =Yo! 1t's not anythlng I‘ve ever, you know,
serlously con51dered : . .

' SIMON" You know 'whenever we ve had to refer to- you in news accounts, I .
-- and I hope I've done this over the year =- I've never used the term ~“first
1ady '' because 1t struck me as anthuated. Do you use that term? -

. ~ ! 3 L .. \.';. . - .
CLINTON' ‘I‘don't use 1t,muchjpersona11y; but I don't object to people
= o ' : ' : . :



using it,.becausehit is a tradition that we think startediwith Martha
Washington. So it's not the term;so:much, it's the expectations that
surround the role that I flnd fa501nat1ng : ‘ R

,I have spent a lot of tlme :m the last several years readlnq about my
predecessors and have discovered that nearly every one of them had a kind of
“bumpy time here, because there's really no way to satisfy the extraordinary’
‘expectatlons that are put upon the person who is marrled to the presxdent

B And it has been both somewhat sustalnlng, 1f you w1ll ‘as well as a
‘cautionary tale, to realize that the women who' ve been here before have
‘encountered many dlfferent klnds of challenqes. »

'And at the end-of the day, you have to be yourself You have to say and
~ stand for what you believe in,! You have. to. be willing to. get up and .go ahead
‘and take the sllngs and arrows; and Jjust try. to- persxst through themn, because
it's apparently an 1nev1table part of our American democracy. _

- SIMON'_ For example, 1f I may,’when -~ there's a =-- William Saflre of The
" New York Times said very bluntly 1n a. column, this week that he dldn't bellevex

you were. telllng the truth. SR i S T
MORE _,“‘f%t‘ v‘.'**§'~j’ -
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SIMON: And then through Mr McCurry, the Pres1dent's press secretary, it
‘was communicated that your husband took exceptlon of the klnd he would like’ to
apply to Mr._Saflre s nose, I recall :

P

CLINTQN'“ But w1th a smlle. =

SIMON: - No, understood I thlnk on all SLdes. But the squestlon of that
seemed to be this is personal cr1t1c1sm that the columnlst is leveling, and
' so, therefore, I'm:going to take’ personal exceptlon when you talk that way
about my partner in llfe. , ;_ , : : :
But was it persona1° Was it uncalled for'> I mean, he was talklng - Mr.
Saflre was ‘talking about your4record as an attorney and a. publlc flgure.< Dia’
‘ you take personal exceptlon to that°~ : . :

CLINTON:' Well I don‘t take what Mr. ‘safire: says very serlously As you
pointed out, I was working for the committee. that impeached President leon,'
for whom Mr. Saflre worked and, best I can tell 1s Stlll worklng ~ .

IR fact my’ mother took some offense, because belng called a "congenltal
liar'' seems  to reflect badly oni her and my: late father. But, you know, I
n't really have much to add’ to that. : :

SIMON°1 See, I wasn't golng to repeat the phrase because I don't want your
husband to punch me in the nose.l We're right nearby, after all.

» CpINTON He won‘t. He won't. fff'~lh';r 'g, |

| SIMde Thank you for all your tlme on a snowy day. -
~ CLINTON: - Thank you. _! | o
lfSiMdN:‘ Hlllary Rodham Cllnton.
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