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INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY 
BY' ANGIE, 'CANNON, KNIGHT,-RIDDER 

, The Residence 

Q . This book" tqur was supposed to be a chance for you' 
to, y,ou know, highlight your 25.years,of experience on children's 
issues,. Instead, look what's happening. 

i 
; MRS. CLINTON: ~ " Right'. 

•

Q You're s,itti'ng here and you've done four of :these 


today, a couple.,of -- you've spent your whole ·,weekerid, in a way, , 

having to clear your nam~ a:nd defend yoursetf. . 'Isthis somewhat' 


'of a disappointment .for'you? ' 

:, 
, . . MRS~ CLIN~ON::: Wkll, it ce~,tainly 'is not 'the best 

timing in the world, th,at's' one thing.; .·I'm hopeful, though, that 
I'll be able to get the mes'sage' of this book out 'through the 
storm over ,Whitewater, because'the whole idea of "It Takes A 
Village" Is that, each of, us, :;ls. responsible for raising children, 
and there is something all' 'of us can do, whether it's mentoring 
or tutoring a child, or.adopting famiiy-friendly'policies in the 
workplace, or just spending: more time talking.to and reading with 
you,r own. child.· , i, . 

, I~ , 

a l . I haye somet~ings I want to say as a mother and as 
woman and. as a long-time I volunteer and worker on behalf of 
children that I believe, ;ba'sed on my own Visits arouhd the 
country, are of interest.'to; other people who' share my, concern , 
about children. So although I 'would have wished that this would 
not have happened in this way at this time, I'm going to continue 
talking about my book and t'ryingto answer questions at, the same 

• ' I ' 

·tJ.me. r " '. 


Q You know,:throughout your career you've been 
portrayed as a tough,' smart i, political person who', from time ,to 
time has maybe tried tosof;tenthat. image. And here comes ", 
another big political campaign ~nd ~.new book about' 
child-rearing. Some of 'you;r critics, you know,' are saying tha.t 
this may be,another'attempt i to portray ,a softer image. Is it 
that? ' . . 

1 
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MRS. CLINTON: i· No.,' And I think the only way someone 
could say that is if they think children's issues are soft 
issues~ And I' f.undamentaU.:y disagree with that. I believ~ that 
raising children both in:YQurown family and in a society poses' 
the hardest issues any of ds ever,face. 

• . ~ .: I 

There are many things I could ,have done if I had not 
wanted to 'write 'a book that'not only summed ,up my experience, but 

, more importantly, sharedt stories about -what works around the 
country. But,this is 'a'la~or of many years for me, and I'm 
reminded of' some"of the sto'riesthat I tell in' there. Like'I 
told the story about the'maternity hospital we visited in Brazil, 
because I think there is;a lesson for Americans in the very 
difficult conditions those'women were facing' in that ,hospital. 
And I tell the stories about my own experiences, trying to raise 
Chelsea and the mistakesithat I made and the need for help from 
people, not' just books tha,t! I could 'read. ' , 

, ,i' I , 

So these are iss~es that I care deeplyaoout, that I 
think are more important th,an much of what is talked about that 
ishere today and gone totnorrow. So 'I .thinkl ,the book can maybe 
help start a conversation that could really heip man~'of u~ with 
our responsibilities. to .chi;ldren. 

• Q . You were,saying that'th:ere were other 'things that 
you could have done'. . 1 

, 
,MRS.' CLINTON': : Oh, ~ure -- I could have not written a 

book., But, you know, there: are things that I've already been 
"questioned a,bout that, peopl~ think of as controversial in this, 
, book. You kn.ow, my feelings about divorce are ',that ,you should 

not jump into a divorce if you have children, 'but you try to ke'ep 
your marriage together, and: that divorce should be harder to get 
if you have 'children. ,:I 

, , 

On the other hand, I think that every child should 
have he'alth care. Now,'l:;>oth of, those are controversial issues. 
So I didn't have to talk 'about those or write about them, but 
it's what I feel in my heart. 'And whether people agree with me 
or not" if we can get this .conversation about children started, 
I'm confident that, people will look for ways that they can help 
our ch i ldren . ' , , 

Qln the bOQk you mention'". on the point about 
divorce, that you are s9rt of ambiv'alent about no.... fault divorce' 
and, you know, the idea, of a waiting period when children were 
involved. ,In Michigan, ~or;example,right now the legislature is 
considering 'repealing a rio-fault d~vorce law. Is th'ere something 
that,you think the government could really do to try to make 
divorce more rare? ! 

! 
" , 
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MRS. 	 CLINTON:' Yes, Ang1e. And I don't think we 
should immediately go to; repealing no",,:,fault divorce. I think 
there are some other steps :we should., take first., ' 

, : 

I believe tha~ i~'s in'eve~y6ne's inteiest if the 
, ',government, and not-for-profit agencies began to advertise more 

widely what we now know about divorce.' Many people still view 
\',' , 	 the effects of,divorce of! ,children as benign, and w'e know that's 

not' th~ case.' I also believe that we 'sh~uld try breaking " 
mechanisms. And by that I; mean mandatory education and 
counseling' for-,couples ;withl childreni, ,so they knoW-what the 

, likely impact',of a divorce"is, or they learn how they might get 
their marriage back ,on t~e ,right track ,through some kind of 'help. 

. , J"" .', , 	 ",..' . 

S:o I, believe there are things we should try first 
before w~ make no~fault' divorceunavailabl~, or make it so, 
difficult that people, are p4t back in 'the pos~tion" of lying and 
cheating and all the' ot;.her :things they, used to do to get 'a ' 
divorce. ' But I ,want'everyohe,to just take a deep breath and stop 

,and 	consider how damaging, j:)n'the whole, divorce has bee~ to 
children over the last 30' y~ars. ", ' ' , ' , ' .' '; . ',' 

• 
Q This, perhaps, mandatory ,counseling, like, it 

,~ould be part of your --lifi you were 90~ng in to file for 
d,ivorce?" ,," "1 

, , 

MRS. 	 CLINTON: Yes. 
I 

Q So, through ~he c~urt system? 
'I,! 

MRS. CLINTON:',' Right. Like" it might ,take you longer 
to get a divorce if you ~ad: children. You know"not that you'd 
have to,make'up something ,as 'you would if no-fault divorce were, 
eliminated, but that you 'just couldn't rush to it. You had to 
take time. , And you,had to go toa se;ries, of education and 
counseling sessions,' and'iYou could not go forward with your, 
divorce unless you proved you had actually gone to those 
sessions: ,Those are some of the things-I ,think we ought to look 
at. ; " 	 ' 

Q Not neees~arily something,.on ,the 'federal level? 
, " 	 f ", • •••

MRS. CLINTON: No. No, I th1nk th1s 1S r1ghtly 
the province of the states. 'j BUt., :the other piece of that 
is that child support has to be ,enforced; 'and 'families 
where chil'drenare borri'outiofwedlock, there has to be' a 
,better job' infindihg fa~he~s arid having thein'take' 
responsi~ilities. " 

• 	
, ,

So ' it's not j u'st Ia 'divorce iss.ue , it's the 
whole question of parental responsibility 'for the 'children, 

,. 
, , 
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that they bring into the~world. And the 'federal 
government, state 'government,' but beyond that -- local 
groups, religious' institutions -- everybody should be 
concerned about that.· And ,there are many different 

, actions that diff19rent institutions could takEf. 

Q Let's go back to sort of an unpleasant 

subject again for a minute.,: Polls show that a lot of 

Americans, think, that you I li'ed. Why do you think this is" 

and what does that say abou:t you? And, also,what does 

that say about; the' mood 9f ,the country right now?' 


, . . 

MRS. ,CLINTON:: ' Well, it certainly conc~rns me. " But I 
think it's understandable i'n light of 'the barrage, of accusations" 
that have been made against: me, particularly over the last month 
or.so. And it, is rare tha~ the other side of the story gets out 
with as much·intensity .a~d repetition. ' 

i 

I don't believe,' for example, that more than '10 ' 

percent. of ~he country know,s that an i,ndependent invE;!$tigqtion 

conducted for the RTC by ',a 'national law firm headed by a former 

Republican u.s. Attorneyha's verified that what we said four 

years ago about whitewater'rras true. 


- I I' , 

You know, we ~aid then that.: it was a ,failed real ' 
estate transaction where; we: lost money and were passive 
investors. Four years later this independent, study confirms 
that's ,the truth. Then we tvere accused, 'perhaps, of taking money 
from this Madison savings and Loan, and we said it did not 
happen. We couldn't disprove someone's, accusations because we 
didn't have access to the flIes of that savings and.loan. But 
this independent study did.; So, four 'years later they've looked 
at everything, spent $4 million, and they come back and say we 
were telling the truth. I 

I' 

And so every ti.im~ our truthfulness is validated, that 
,doesn't get anything like tpe attention as both the original 
charges and whatever new, charges come up received.. So I'm not at' 
all sur'prised that peopl~ ~buld be asking que'stions and wondering' 
where the truth was. And I(m going to do,as much as I can to 
answer every question publi9ly, to respond as best I can and to 
explain how 'I think' all t.hi.s happened.

'.' ; I " 

. And then I belieVe that the American public is 
fundamentally fair. And'I¥ill just t:tust the Ameriqan public to 
make their judgment about me. And that~'s what I'm 'going to be, , , 

Idoing. 

Q You sort of indicated.that you might be willing to 
go' up' voluntarilyandtesti+y on ,the Hill'. ' Are you going to dC?, 
,that? 

i',. 
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MRS. CLINTON: I'can't really speculate on that yet, 
,other than to say that I ~m; going to cooperate. Arid that means 
cooperate in every'way I'car. There isn~t anyone who' wants this 
matter resolved,more tha~ I: do. And I have tried to cooperate as 
fully a's I knew"how. ]j wil~ continue ,to do so. 

Q You haven;t quite made up your mind yet about 

going up there? ' 


. ' 'I • "'. ' '/ 

i MRS. CLINTON'f, No, I don't have anyopl.nl.on about 

exactly everything I'll be doing "in order to put,this matt~r to 

rest. But I *ill do whaiever it t~kes. ' , ' 


I ' 

Q (, Are youtt,dnking about maybe another press' 

conference or something ~ik~ that? 


I 

MRS. CLINTON: I don' t have, any plans. ' Right now I 

want to get out and answer people's questions that have arisen, 

,and try to do the best I:can to put everything into context so 

that it makes sense to p~opil.e as much ,as possible. So that's 

~hat I'm really concentrating on right' how. 


QDo you think that ther~ is sexism involved in some 
of these attacks against you?

( , 

MRS. CLINTON': I don't know. ,I don't kriow .., I really 
don't understand some of ,the motivation behind some of the 
attacks which are so blown out of propqrtion, and making claims 
about matters that don't;really stand up. But I think it's more 
in the nature of the political ~eason. I think"that's really 
what's going 'on he're. ' That~ you know, we're ,in a presidential 
election year and things ;get' political. 'It kind of goes with the' 

'territory, unfortunately, these days. ' 
, 

, I ' 
'Q Do you -:.. :how, do, you -"":' one thing, I've' wondered 


is, how do you talk to Chels'ea about all of this stuff with the 

attacks? I mean, what do'you say to her about that? She must 

hear that kind of stuff. That must be hard. 


'MRS. CLINTON: : Well," it is. You know, and I write, in 
the book in a chapter' called'lIThe Best Tool You Can Give Your 
Child 'Is A Shovel," ~bout my father, ' you know, iritimes of 
difficulty saying, "Well, how are you going to dig yours,elf out 
of this?" And I've alw~~s 6arried these little ~ental ima~es of 
shovels around. And Ithin~ you always have to be prepared. You 
kn<?w ~ it's a particularl~ apt m7taphor: after havin'g ,survived this 
bll.zzard, because shovels were, l.n great demand. , • 

, An~ starting when ~h~lsea was about six,;as I explain " 
in the book, her, dad and ,I tried to make sur,e that she was 

'prepared, she feit part of what' we were doing so she could always 
come to us with questions., ,And, we did that'bytelling her that 

5 
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in politics, people sometime~ make up sto'ries about, their 
opponents,they:;say, bad thi'ngs about them, and she 'should always 
recognize,that that was ~n l,lnfortunate'part of politics. Andwe 
even .practiced little mock debates w~th'her where she would play 

'her daddy and then, you know" Bill 'would'play his opponent and 
say, you'know, mean things ~bout,himself. ' 

, So from the 'v~ryearliest age,s~e became quite aware 
of what' happens in,polit~ps~ And so any time anything like tpis 
comes up -- you know, she, reads the paper, she,folldws the news' 
-- you know, I'll say, "Well, do you have any questions; do you 
warit to talk about this?"':~ill will dpthe same. And we just 
try to be 'as straightfor\>(ard wit~ her as: we can, because we want, 
her to ,feel comfortable in knowing what we think is happening 
we obviously can't predict other people~s actions --'- so that she 
has a ,good understanding. " 

, .. .. ., 

A~d Ithink'ttiat:she sees a lot of what happens in 
political life these days for what it is., And I'm glad we 
prepared her so that shei'would not bepurt.,bY,itor upset, by it~ 

",1", 

Q She's not 'too upset by it?· She's handlincf it? 
, . I . 

MRS. ,CLINTON: : y·es.. 'I'm' sure 'she is, as I would be, 
'if people were saying thingsabout.myparent's.· But she mostly 
has a pretty good head on her shoulders and is a really, you 
know, kind of an aware child. So I think we've don'e the, best we 
knew how to qo. ,., And I feel'~ that'it's been h~lpful to her. 

! ; ••• 
'. 

Q,' Anothert~ing that I.was, wondering about was, it 
seems that other first 19dies haye ~lso ,been very, sort of" out 
front. ,Roslyn Carter was i~volved with mental health i,ssues. 
Nancy Reagan'was·be;hind some personnel moves in the Whi'te House. 
One difference, maybe, was ,that you campaigned on the ' 
"t;.wo-f,or-one" slogan. ,±llr~trospect,: do you think that it would 
have been better to play :sort of'amore traditional ,game during 

"the campaign, and IPaybe to have been more circumspect as.'they were 
about power in the White House,? Do yOl,l know what I' mean?, ' 

MRS . CLINTON :' ' I ;do ~ I do. ,'I don"t know quite how to 
answer it becauseour'probl~ms in the pr'esidential' campaign 
started'almost·.from the dayithat Bill ,announced. 'He was such a , , ' " , ,I. ",:, , " ,
threat to so many people ;that 'we Just were the targets from 'the 
very beginning. ,Becaqse ,I really don't believe a lot of this is 
directed at me so much as, it, is at him by trying to almost do a 
bank' shot off' of, me.':: " , 

, ,' 

I " " 

Because I don't think,' from 'my reading of history,
, ,'j . ,

that the'wives of presidents influ6;nc.e, votes much one way or th~ 
other. I mean,; there are' 'f~rstl~dies,lin our history who' have 

• 
been enormously popular, 'and ',their husDands did not win,' ' 
re-election; and first ladies who have not been particularly well , ., ' 

I 
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liked, and their husbands did. So I think it's important to 
'judge each indivi<;iual on:hi~or ,her merits. And certainly the 
President should be '.looked at, for what he's done ahd ~ho h'e is., 
And I would 'ask the sam'e; for 'me'.' " 

I , 

I do ,think on~ of the differences, .though, is that I 
• - • ' f -. ' 

brought a 11fetlme's worth qf, work to theWhlte House, you know, 
'starting --, I had my first· job, as I ,say' in the book, when I was 
about 13. And I had a'lot of -- I had many different ' 
experiences. And I had always functioned 'as an indep'endent 
person and had always been ,direct with, people. ':And I t;hink that 
that took some adjusting Ion: the part of some people,tohave 
some,one with "that kind of background in the White House'. And I'm 
sure, that I could have, perhaps"You know, communicated maybe a 
little differently, or underst'ood the expectation,s differently. 

'.' . : 

. But I have to ;be! who I am. 'And who' I am 'is someone 
who cares deeply about the issues that, I write' about in this 
book; who saw a chance, for: example, through health care to try 
to w,orkon helping to prqvide, health care to the more than 40 
million Amer'l:cans who" don't: have it. That's who I am. And 
that's why I would say that,: when all this sifts through there 
will be 'people who approve 9f what ,I do and who disapprove of 

• 
,What I do for many ~iffez:err~ reasons. 'But what, I would hope ·is· 
that they will make theii<'judgments'based on the facts, not on 
what somebody claims or' clla:tges. ,'And that's what I"m trying to 
help sort out .~or people 'right now . 

. Q When, you 'siaid ,that maybe, that you could " 
communicated things"differently, do yo~,mean maybe not using the 
"two-:-for-one;" maybe not saying that? ,Or are you thinking about 

. the travel office' thing, ,that maybe ex'pressing' -:-- sometimes in 
any kind of institution....;;- even in a' newsroom an editor says, "I 
don't like s,tories about:ducks," well,they don't do stories' 
about them, you know? 'I 

, 
MRS,. . CLINTON: ?~ght. 

'Q But if youe*press a concern about something, 
people sometimes interpret it, -,-. is that what you're thinking or 

" ' , . . 

MRS. CLINTON: 'Well, I wasn't exactly thinking that, 
but I think' you' reon to!something " because I 'have been thinking 
recently about how this experience I brought to the White 'House 

_, • I _ • ,_ • 

was. perfectly approprlate and",useful ln every other 'settlng I had 
ever been -- whetherltwas'in my work: life or my volunteer life 
or serving on a' board ofa hospital or a corporation .. I was 

. thinking,,' for example, today that, you know, I would pe in a 
'. boar¢tof directors meeting, qnd if, I heard' about. som$thing that:· 

•

,.; was ,going wrong t might·· say," nyou know, 'I've' heard these storie's 


, . I ' . " • ,

about these problems we're tiaving., What's going ,on?" You· know, 
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"GQsh, are, we ,paying a:ttentiQn to. this?" And nQbQdy WQuid ever 
view that as my directing anybQdytQ do. anything •.. It WQuid have 
been an expressiQnQf, CQncern .. 

" ' .! ~ • : 

I,
"Well, to. s'Qme extent,· I think that I didn't 'realize 

hQW I WQuid nQt· be perceived as I had always been perceived -- as 
a cQlleague, as a peer, as sQmeQne with CQncerns and QpiniQns to. 
be' put into. the mix.: SQ1tl)at.if, fQr examp.le, my husband says, 
"I 'like bananas," the next c,iay ever'ywhere hegQes, in, the White 
HQuse there are bunches Qf bananas. And I think fQr me it's been 
a learning experience abQutihQw this place magnifies everything, 
so., that an expressiQn Qf ;cQ?cern, an:,Qffhand c<;>,m.ment, 'sQmething 
yQU dQn't even remember'saYlng -- I've. ,tQld thl.s stQry tQa 
cQuple Qf peQple because :1 remembered it when President 
Mitterrand died -- when I was in France'-- were yQU Qn that trip 
with the' p.resident?: ' 

, 
. i I 

Q I wasn't on that Qne. 

. MRS. CLINTON,:' YQU knQw, we we~e having a state 
Dinner, 'arid that. mQrningQf:1;:he State Dinner I met with Madame 
Mitterrand and we talked :abOut mQstly:her interests ihhuman 
rights issues. And'at the end, as I was leaving she said, ."Oh, I 
apQIQgize ahead of time" that the tables will be so. bare, tQnight." 

.And I said, 1,'Oh, all ;right. l ( And she said, "But we have' fQIIQwed 
yQur directiQns, nQ,fresh fIQwers." I said, "Madame~ what do. yQU 
mean?" And she said, ;"W~ll; we know' you haver prQhibited fresh 
flQwers anywhere the Pre~ident appears: because Qf his allergies." 
I said, "We have ,fresh flQwers everywhere in the White HQuse. We 
IQve fresh flQwers. II, I s,aid, "Who. tQld'YQU that?" "Oh, my' 
peQple said that yQur peopletQld them, ·.based Qn," you knQw. And 
it was Qne Qf these, like, playing telephQne deals. ' 

And, YQuknQw" w~never' got ,to' the bQttom Qf it,but I 
CQuld·have ·made an·Qffhand qQmment,:that, yQU knQw, "Gee, my . 
husband's allergies are, ;YQuknQw, up again.' And so. we've gQt to. 
be Careful fQr him," whiqhthen gets translated into. SQme, yQU 
knQw, prQhibitiQn Qf flQwers at the state Dinner. Luckily,she 
tQld me and I was able to say, "Please~" yQU knQw, "let yQur 
peQple put the,flQwers Qut.; Make it beautiful." But I do. think 
that I've had to. really l:earn hQw.tQ functiQn in this 
envirQnment, which 'was.very'different, given my backgrQund. I 
mean, if I had always been sQmebQdy who. played a 
behind-th'e":'scenes rQle, iif t, had neve.r~ you.knQw, been Qut 
working and leading'an independent life, I think I WQuid nQt' 
have, .yQU knQw, seen much! difference. But .it ,was a big 
difference to. me. ' 

Q Since YQu've ICQme here YQu've seen' friends who., 
have had their reputatiQns tarnished, ,sQme go. to. jail, cQmmit 
suicide. YQU and ypur husband have seen yQur family finances 
'drained, yQur integrity questi~ned. Do. yQU think it was all 

8 

http:examp.le
http:SQ1tl)at.if


I 

'. worth it? 

MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely. You, .know; certainly, the, 
problems and even tragediesiof some of the people we know are' 
painful., No, one wants to sTe,' people hurt, .whether it' s of their 
own making· or not. And I r~gret that deeply. But I've' become, 
guess, more' accepting of ith~ 'fa,ct that;.so much of this, both now 
and in history, ,is part of'·not only·politics·)md the presidency, 
but'trying'to' speak out on'behalfof issues and people"as the 
President does; ,so that .it's not' just a ca+etaker president, but 
a very active one trying ,to, you' know, explain our involvement in 
Bosryia and, .¢lefend Medicare and Medicaid. It's so much a part of 
what he believes in doing" ~ 

! 
'I ': 

And I think it 'i~absolutely wor·th it, because I 
really believe that he',s :not only done' a good job for the 
country, but that what he's;do~e is beginning to be understood by 
people. So we 'get a, lot, 'of, daily' satisfaction out.oftrying to 

" help individuals~ ~' sometfmesh,e', 11 come in. 'at the ,end of a day 
and he'll say, "Ireally:know why ,I was elected president ,today, " 
because of something he was able to do~ I come away from 
encounters with people who 90me to 'me for help, or want me to 
solve a problf?m for them i __ 'just two weeks ago, we had the Denny 
(phonetic) family from O~laD.oma Cit,y here, whose two little 

• 
children were among the six: who surviv~d the bombing. ,And I 
spent, you know, lotsof:,time,w'ith them and I' have.a picture of 
those two iit.tle kids,:Br:an<;lon and RebJ:cca, up on,fuY,":';""oneof my 
tables in the center sitting hall, because they 'really represent 
hope and miracles and, all of that. ' 

,I I 

-' , , So I get tose!e the best of, America, as well ,as what 
is, you khow, difficu~'t,to take personally,., 'And that's really 
you know, what, Bill' and]} have, to put up with personaily is 
nothing' compared to what .'so ~,:many people in America live with 
every day.' And you can't really compare ,the two. You know , when 
you're sta'nding there talking to Mr . Denny about how every day is ' 
a gift fi-,om God, how grateful they are, for" the way the country. 

,rallied around. .The rest of this s:tuf'f . that happens doesn't seem 
'ali that 'important incompa'rison. ,', ." ' , " 

Q I think that i s a really healthy' attitude' to" take. 
Although"I know most people say :--:- always say to me, "How does' 
she deal with it?" You know? ,But I think'when you do put it in' 
that' broader perspective ,that you're right, absolutely. 

~ .;.' .;':':'" . . ;.' { .' " ,.',', ' 

MRS~CLINTON: ! I 'also have ,the tremendous benefit of 
knowing, I didn't do anythin'g wrong and that eventually all of ' 
this will be resolved:' So it's a matter of. being 'pa'tient and 
getting ,through every day" doing the ~est you can. And I have a 
lot, of, you know , fa,ith fn what the ,future holds. ' 

http:that;.so


• think of ,the way Senator D' Amato has been handling the Whitewater,
investigation?' 

. , 
MRS. CLINTON: I,don't have any opinion about that. 

He'does he has to do what he thinks he has to do. 

Q And I am also wondering if you are thinking or 
had thought at all about,th~ idea of throwing a lamp. at Bill 

. Safire? ,I 
• 1 

MRS. CLINTON:.(:J;.aughter.) No, .no. I have too high a 
regard for,lamps. 1 .. ', 

t j 

Q Okay •. And I: just wc;:mdered if you had -- did you 
know that you know that'Clinger was announcing today that he 

" , ' ..' " 

was-­ i 
" 

MRS. CLINTON: I 'heard that. Has he said anything 
other than 

Q He's just --'I haven't seen that. I just didn't 
I wondered if you had;haQ,any thoughts about his retirement at 

all? 

• 
MRS .. CLINTON: No. No. I don't know him, but I am 

I know Pat Williams,'who ,I do know quite well, also announced 
over the weekend .that he :was not running.again. And'I regret 
that we're losing a lot of people with,many years ofexp~rience 
and we'll miss, you know,; a' number of them quite a bit. 

,I 
, f " ,.' ' , 

Q, Just one,:: l'ast thing, if' that's. okay . Are you ati 
all worried that you're becoming somewhat of a political·' . 
liability for your husbartcl?.1 .. 

, ,MRS. CLINTON: ;Oh,I really;hope not. You know, 
obviously, I love my husband very much, and I also believe he's 
been ,a good president and d~serves to be re-elected. But I think 
the voters will judge the' p:r;esident on, who he is and,. what he's, 
done. And I.think I will be judged on who I,am and'what I have 
done. I don't know what else either of us can do, except to . 
every day do the best ..we can.' And I think <;it the end, at the 
time of the election mostl . people will ·believe that Bill Clinton 
is the person ~hat they wan~ to be their president~a~ain. 

Q Thclnk you :somuch. 
, 
1 

MRS. CLINTON: Thartk you. I was real glad to see you 
again. 

, 
.1 

'I 
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