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, INTERVIEW OF, THE, FrR$T LADY 

"" . BY KEN "W<?ODWARD FOR:NEWSWEEK, MAGAZINE ", ,', 


,1

.' \. 

\ " Q -, I understand you:t: Met~Cldist· roots go 'back t'o' the': 

Welsh 19,th. century, is~hat tru~? " ,! " ; 


; 

",' 

,Q,,' Mom's side, Dad's side? 

. ,MRS. ';CLINTON: '. My fathe~'s, s!ide. But it 'goe~' back to, 

the. early -19th cent~ry, and~aybe:l;f I' ,ev~f; h~ve t.?-m~' to 190k into', 

it;' liJIlight:Ly: befo~e.,Rean,y in the' very 'beg~rming of tl)e We;sleyan:'

,: . " " , I' . ., ~ , . --, ' .r 


, movement: \, ' , ',. 

",' .. ­

'" 
,." ,/ , 'Q ~" wa~~giving a spe~ch 'inScrant.6n,' ,and I saw that 


,your hther'was, buried in sort of Methodi;st 'soil, was he ,not., ' Welsh' 

Methodist soil '-~'. ., ' .. j'P " ,., .' j,:' I '-~. ,'. \ " ' 

" ..,,' 

,~S., CLINTON: ':(E!S, indeed. That's right. His, name', w~s 

Hugh; ~nd my' grandmother's' maideri name was JOrles, and, it w~s a very 

big traditiOI'i:- ' " ' , " " ' ',l. 


.... / . 

" ' 

Q Wha,.t, do yo~ think Woo(h./~'rd':,is? 
, \ ' , :' \
"MRS. CLINTON: -:I'm,not sure~ 

" 

,:1 , '/ 
" 

" 

Q :' Wel£!h a:nd·~nglish. :r was told ,that 'what ,was' 
",'interesting about" you; -~ and, Mr's., Jones, -:-- corif.?-rm' ,it, or n'ot,:--:- after , .,' 

she got' conf.Lrmed she went to church. ,She.weht not. just t'he, kids" ' 
'I.,service',' but went to't'he adult ,service. 'I ,thoughtthat(:was,~: . , 

, • ," . ..' "" f '." .' ,~ I ".\, . ' " 

" extraordinary .;..- in ,other, words, a salt"churchpetson:was what" he 'was' 

'callin:g 'you, 'and'tha't your' parents "didnit. :go that ·~regulai'ly. And he :! 


• , _ ',' ',. ' " _ I . . '." :1.' : 

doesn't re'call that your brothers went all that, regularly;
.".; '., ' " '", .." /', J: 

., • , <" 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, he may not· remember ' ,my mother' 
taugl:lt Sunday 's~h'ool, arid ,so, she often' would' ,teach 'Sunday S~hool'but, " ; 


" ' 
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not ~~. to'~hurch'." A~d \ny, fa:th~r ~a~'::~~re'6f::a, ,spec*al" o~cas'i~n:' " . 
'1 !'t, 


, church, person, out not limited ,'solelY to Christmas .and ,Easter)' out, 
 /.
'moreoftenthan'that.' ,And ';my~'brother,s; ~ent 'to sunda.{"sChooi' all the 

" , ., . :'., ',', ~ '. • t "j '.' • • .:. 1 ". 

time, but weren't a:lways ... interested in going to ,church. 
," ' 

", QWl;tat about, Wellesley? ,.tisuai1Yf when peopte' go away 

,·ito college; forg~t· it.<' '", ' '. 
 ,f.' ' 

,.~ .. 	 ,~ " \:. 
",. MRS'.' 'CLltiTON:~',' We 1·1, ,when',·1 ~~nt to: c,ol\l'ege we" had' .,a ~, 

! ' ... - • . .... _.' .' I, " t, 'j"!. _, . _ . . . 1 '" •• 

,very act·~ve chapel,organ~zatioh at Wellesley, 'and the chapel was a' 

regular: Sunday" se'r~ice which;' I' oftenattended,bti't ~ I'. aiso'twent irito 


, • '. \ , '. \ •.. .'.' ~ • , • "'.' , ; ! 

town, went into Wellesley and would go to chur.ch. on occasion. I . " 

d6n~t know 'that Twent every 'week. "I',doU:bt~thatt1 did~ 'But' ,I at '!, 

least kept activE! ,in ,going to' churchduri~g the time' ,.:..­
. .::,' ':' l:' :".:: ' > .',',' '. 

\ 	,'Was it a Methodist group 
i, 

on. c~pus,? ", 
-;., : 

~ 	 , " ' 

,MRS • CLINTON: It: \.jas more of a - ­
• t • '. ,'u 

,'.' 

Q ,-, . 
';, " 

~S. CLINTON:,~. Y.'?s, , it wa~"like 'a, protestant chaplain,' a, 

,cattioi ic' chaplain,' a Jewishqhapl'ai'n. But' we" a'lso,' when I ,was"at ,'\ 

.' 	. " ' , .' , ' ' ~' . " \ .'" I. . "', ,.... ... 

, 	Wellesley; took, a semes.ter ,';if .OldTest,ament and 'a semester, of New" '" 

Testament.. ;,as a rElqu,i'rement. "So' there ,was' a. 'lot ,of. religious :,' 

discuss'ion., That ~aB something tha·t was' d9ne a~ay with late~~but" at, 


..::ieast w,~eri':Iw~~. there. ,..-'and l,m.yery grateiul;'for i1: :-:-:.. '~e,nad ,~' .. 
, whole. 'year, of Bible. study. 'And'1e had a: Bible.' departmen1:.at' 
:weliesley'which was quite goo'd and very il1teresting~ " :', 
'" " \ . ' ,I " 	 '\ .,:

I ,',,, ' , 
I '" ~. 

, " I, had, .~rea.lly' good ,Bible proie~sor, .a young'mari n'amed . 
•Clifford Gree:ne~ I It 'was the first 'tIme I eve'i saw "the word,' 

'i'eschatoi~gicaL" )I re~ember it very' ~~ri~': ',' ". " ' ,\ 


; I . L 

'.' Q' Thought it:wa!3!a dirty,\.Jord -- \, 

. 1t,so,unded 

,';, ' 	 ,. 
.Q. What about things' like ,Motive Magazine? Do' you 

, ,< " 11": . , ' ,remember:that? 	 -':;' 

MRS. 9L1NTON: .our :chur~h' p~id 'f~r, thos~ ·of us who' wElnt' 

off tb college to get : Motive M~'gazine~ ~nd' :i:ha~e everysingl,e :~Opy , " 


I' ever got, a'f 'MotiveMag~zine~ . . , 

/ .' 	 . . 
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septlamber' or ,octob~r 1'965 'MQti~~ '}.i'a~~zine' ,by 6,ariog1esb;, :called' 
Change o~Contiiirlment" about ,the Vietna.mwa:r. " 'It 'was the:·t1.rst thing 

,I had',ever re~d -that 'cha11langed the"vietnamwa:r, ,because',in, :'65 it, ' 
. /. . . .' , .', '!' ,;' : ' ,. .. \ .' 

was. only slowly ,coming ,into people's .C?onsciousness., And I ,oftell ' 
later'thoughe,: I ~oridered whether, the, ,:adniinistratlon' board'of: my 

';...' . 
, ,', church kriew what, was' in' Motiv'a" Magiizine ~', becausJe: th;y paid :for every, ' " '. ~I' 

one of us, to get' it.' (La~ght~r.) ',: " " 
" ' 

,.,', 
r)'id you ever' 'belong to the United' Methodist Wome'n 

;,' 
l ' 

,I " 
" ," ' '~. I' 

\ ','\ ' ,MRS. CLINTOl'f: 'No. I,'wou1dat~end meeti~gs 'and :do 
,:events, for_them~' ,but Ii never wa's~ri active menlber, of that. ;' 

:,' 'r' 

, Q" ': i Ariy' spe,c'ia1 inflilE;mce! you felt, fromthe,.ur:it;:,e<i­
',,', Methodist··>W6me~ '.!" ~" 


" 

",' . 
, " 	 ',' .",'

j', : 	 , ~,' MRS., CLINTON: :No ,I~hqugh:t -:- I did a'lot of,~ ," 

'esp~~ia1~~ ,in:A:rkanisa~,'.. I' did 'a' lot, ~Lspeakin,g and.v-- '1, gues~, ,mostiy 
), , 	 spea~irig to! uniteq, Methodist, wom~n, groups,'/a~d I 'would-spend ,time i 


wi~h'UnitedM~thodist women.' Ofte'ritimes at, our, church they would "" 

h~~e:ci monthly potiuck l~nch'a,ft€!l:~he 'servic:~" or,scime,kind~ cf:'an.i" 

,_ t • ,., ,.,. /, .' ',' \. 

~vent ,at night." And ,I IiiIpenttime ta1~ing with ,them ,on 'their various 

projects.' I also foHoYl~d wh~t they did, ,pa~ticu'larl,ythrough .th~ , 

national effortsj, at: the natiorial leveL,' because the United, Methodl.st I 


:~omen sponsored., "a lot 
, .: 

9f pt~jectsthat :1 was 'int~t.e·sted ~iri~ , , 
:" 


,', ! 

,\ I' 

Q " ,Th~y , r~ a' :very pow,e,rfu1 group." 
, ,~ i 

, , 
: .'" ,) . 

'l1RS. ,CLINTON: 
"J I 	 " t' 

...... , "'\ I, " '. 	 ", 
, '" Q They raisetbeir'own m6n~y,';spend their own,tpon~i. 

I' ~6ticed ,that'-,-, (inaudible): -:..., 7, a001etters 'r ightoff'the 'bat. 
" . " ",'" :' (. . , ',.' , 

, / 

,MRS. 'CLINTON:, I,' spqke to their conve~d,onbysatei i i te 
,,Ilast 'year, which generated 'a'lot of"''l~tters. , , I,

" ", I .." , ' ,,' ,i ' ' ",'" "',,:.,,, ' ' " 
, " , . 	 . '{ 

CAPUT9: They had a special, event em cap~,tol H(i1~:wb.ere , 
" 

they 	distributed ,those 1Ert;ters. ,. ~,\"", " :, 

" ," MRS.' CLINTON: But w'e '~ereri't: 'inV01~~?':incr~ati~g, i~. 

, ' They' aSkedine to, speak and' they announced at the time, I was speaking 


:they' werego'ing to do these :J.ett~rs." S~' ,it 'was 'an indepEmde'nt ' 

.·acti~r{.'·,. " ,'. ,., ' • t '. 	 '. ' . , '\ 

, t: 
I, 

. .. . 

" Q, Anq. }'qu taught Sti~day.. Scho?lwhen you, were in 

Little ',Ro,ck. 


MRS" CLINTON:·,' I 'did' from, tim'e. tot.i,m~ 'I ,taught Sunday'
: I. 	

.,i ,;.. ,,' . 
"". ' 	 (MORE

i.' . 
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I •. 	 ~" . 'School. 	 \ . 
" , 

\ Q., what a:bout,th~'s~~p~e,ches 'tii:at.i:"ye been ask,il).gf9r' 
Why I',m a- Methodist? " ':," 

, ./ I 
, .., 	 ' ' .., '.1' " ','I., 

MRS.' CLINTON: '" I dO~'f.kn6W' l:hatI,ever:transcrib~d" 
, . '" , '. 	 . . , . I.
,\recordedor'wroteit out; 'I gave it, --,in October;, many Methodist', ,; 
churches,; they have :aiayspeakers, s1in~ay~ ~.Ildon several occasions 

, .' 	 ·I did ,the lay 'sermon.'" I ti1-inkthefirst "'time·I· did ~he' ,dis'cussion 

about why I'm.a Methodist was in the Sunday School class at,my,cihurch 

in' LittleRock. ,. And the.n 'i~grew:', into sort of a 'milli' serm'on that:i: 

gave 'a .couple "ortimes around the state'., . 


Q D~'y'OU' re~~iru,et .any of the·~oints? 	 .... , 

'I'." : MRS~. CL:tN~ON: ,Oh, yes. :I' remember, a lot of the p6irits ~ 
'I remember very well., Part'.of it was' myf~ily' traditi'on in ' r 

Methoclisin,which'was very impOrtant 'to me as al~ttie girl. And my 
father was a'!Tery ,devout- ~eth6dist,.: He may not have been as"regl-ilar 

, a church-goer,' but'my fq.the'r said his -p~ayers ~neeling by ,his bed, , 
e~ery night of'hie,llife,' until he' had. the' stroke., ,~And when we, were, 
'all born we ,were. taken. back' to the church; in scrant~n' where we. were, " 

,\ a'll,'christen~d~ which' was ~the c~\lrJt' ·s'treet' Methodist Church, which .' 
. } .' ' . was where, we 'J had hisfuner~larid' the ,'church'~as .a:.huge .part :of my . 

Jfather ';S' {ife.' 	 . , 
':, ' 

( .. 

,,\/.' , 	
So I',.ha,d a' real sense, c?l some kind of' rootecihessin . I 

Methodis1ll, and when I startedgpj,;ng to the, c!:lUrch I ~1:tEm'ded, i~ \.las,' 
: a great family centered church'.'" , ' 

..." 

~ ,:,p~r~,Ridg~? 
' 	

, "0,. 

"\ 	 . 

, MRS. CLINTON: Park Rl<:ige~'yes '--:;-, Firs:t: Methodist, 
'Chu~ch. "11: had not only 'acti~e~Suriday ~ichool ,:andBible. 'School· . 

. c'iass'es, butith~d a:t'hleticievents~:it h~dplays~' it:'s ~her'e·the' 
sc06t tr'OOPE! Plet". 'it 'was ju~t;:this center of ~~tiv;ity'> Ana'it, w'as, in: 'I 

, :'\ ,\ :
w~lking "dJistance of; o,ur hous~, . and my brothers ,and I 'we~,eupthere ,,' 
al~; t'he time'~' '. 

'/ . , 

I . 
", - ,And' ,thEm, . as' ,I got older, and, went into the. Methodts1:' ! .~ . 

" 

. . ' 
 . , , 

MORE 

. \.' 	 " 
',' ',t 

I' 	 .," . 
" ; 	 I:' 

(', . 
: ~ .. , , . 

;' .,­

,I'
,,/ 

http:Part'.of


I 

" 

/ ,- , I, 
", 

- 5 
; , ,1 I~ .. "i' .

" , 

intell~ctually challengingandtheologicaliy ~hai~eng~ng ~t'o'~e: ,:in 
addition to being s'ort of my:t:eligiousa~tivity~ , !\nd,\as' :i ,have said 

, ',' many 'times,' Don' Jones was an extraordinaril'y 'e~gaging youth minister' 
,,' 'for' th~' y'oung people i~' our' church.' , 

'! I,'" . .,... '. . ~ '-" 
Q, ,I' '~on't want ,togo b~c:k too m~ctt .over' tpat., ",I:.' ' ,,' . 

/" 

't'hink' that's probably ,~nough~,But ,if ,we had :,time, I':'d"i,ove, to, talk 
,about, Joe' Matthews and the "Ecumenical' Institute,' 'arid':a'rl 'of,~hat;: 

\ ' ' " 
, , 

, , ,I ,"', :', 
'" 'MRS. CLINTON: ,You' knew about that?' 

, \" . 'J 
\ ' 

Q First ,story to hit Ne~sweek was on Joe. :, , 

, \ •• " • i ., .1\ 

I I ,MRS~ CPNTON: ,Did ydutalk to ',Don' Jo'~es ~bo~t,tha:t? 
I., L . ,'" 

, t . 

Q 'A i itt Ie bit~', ,,' :.' -,' 
" 

'\ , 

" MRS ~CLINTON:, iHetook:us down' th~re." 
, " " ': ': . f, 

Q Yes ~ :t ' ve 'go~ 'that story. , ~hat ~ s why I ~ m kind :of, 

'\ ' 'mov~ng, you, On. cLaughte:t. ) , ' " , ' ,', ",": ,
I ; 

". ,'1""" 

I' \" 
MR~.CLIN'TbN:, ,Let me,j,ust--:: the, other point ,is 'that, 

also, even though ''it, wa:s ,a; suburpa~' church" in,'avery' nice, ar.ea~ ~ and 
it:was'an" all-white comm,unity, ,at'least, D'on Jones and severai' of the" 

• i' 

,,'wdrri~n in the church, ',in'the Sunday, schooi, ,were, vety intent upon " 

eXi?a~ding qui- ej{pe~i'ences ~Aiidi,SO it, wasn' t~dnly ',the ',Ecumenical
'" \ . . ( , .,'. '- . . , \ . 

: Institute, itwa's also.-:-- when I ,was growing up"lit's haro<to', 

~elieve,' o~tE!ide c,f' Chicago 'we ',had migrant farin"labC?r~ 'And ,it was 

'r,ightt~ere. ' ,Three blocks from my.hous'e ended houses' and ,it ,was 

farmland." :Nolonger, ',but 'theriit 'was. ", 'I" 


.., • " I ',. 
,'" 

, '" ',' 'So we' we're' always doing some' ~incf-.' 'df service',.' wheth¢r', it 
'.' .was going:t6' nursi~g, homes" or' taking, c~re of migrant children and 

all of that,' wh~ch was ,very important to'" me. '::" 
" 

\ , 

.' .,:Q 'weil, ,it seems "t6,rrie the Wellesley motto has 
,I ''something to :do with that;' too." '~'I 

, \ 

\ ~ . " ,', ..'j • 

!.''MRS. CLINTON: "Vfi!ry ,much so. .., 

!' ' , ' " ,,', ", " , ' 
" Q Served rathe~'. t.~an' be served, or something Uke' 


,that. . Well , , it' ,seems to ki:nd of fit, into :~patterri'. Did you'do .' 

.baby:-~itting,' lor the migr~nt, iaborers? ' 

".. , ,. ' • " .~.' \ \ ',,1 r' I 

'- ," 
(, 

'" ,'" . 
,', 

yes.','~es, 'w~did. 
J , 

.. :: ' .:.,,'.' . 

Q Good' Methodist social conscieric;:e'.' 
'\. , !;.' ',: '.I 

' if·'··' , . 
" i.' 

,,' 
, I, 
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it's a~inethi~g: that' is important .to'me, but.it is not" at this.po~nt~ 
able to ,be a' regularpa:rt of'my liie'r~ght..~O~. 

, ",,',",. \. ,: •. 
i' ". 

,'\ . / " . . , 

'Q' .. 00. you mean to say that women qoni~,all :the way from 
Arkarisasto sit and talk about :.the Bible 'with you. and religion? 

.' I ,I .. r", I. " " " . " ../ ' 

.. \,. .".' \' ' 

i MRS. CLINTON: .. 'Yes.. I m~an~ they don:t· come just 'for 
'.' th'at ·reason. ,They' ie fr i~nds' of mine /and",1:hey' re, coming to 

'Washingfon: and the.y let'me k:n;;'w' ~~d :'th~y Icoine' 'and '~tay' ~ith' nie~' And 
I 'have a group ',of frif!'/ncis who are vt=;lry',Jaith'ful intheir\ s,uPP9rt '. 
through prayer for the presldent'and'me~ and whEm they are in town, 
if' it is'mut~~llY cl'greeable on 'ou~ echeduies,;they'~H stay with, us', 

·here. Aild.,we:have a' number of "friends who~do'that~"We ha've'.--' not, 
justworneri': fr.iends of m'lne, . but' 'a nu'mber: of .mY' husbands' frie'nds fr~m 

Iaround.. the count:tywho are either very activ~,' lay members'oftheir 
deriomil1ation' or 'are: pre~c1'!-~+~ cOrPe here.. ' " ,,'. , i 

Q.. ':'00 you, 'r'ea~'ly ben~ve. '~n int~rce~:1I30ry pr~ye:r'?\,: 
, ,,', .'> 

. MRS. CLINTON: .' I de;>; " Ido~ , And lrioto'nly do I bel:ieve 
in it, ithihk ther~' is increasing ev.idertce ·of' it. There ,isari

" " ' I,' ,. . "' ': . " .. " ;" ,\".. - ~ " , 

interesting- study that/ w~s just .'complet·ed' in which' patients of 
co~parabi!3f!ledical' ~ond'itionwere prayed for, ~nd pray~rs . were; " 
app~rently ,the.' only differences tha:t could be: discovered bgtweem . how 
the. patients 'were ·treated. '. '.,.' " 

It," 

: Q .... Ye~'" oka~~. :Ail right, fine~' ;0 you have'· --' I ;;m 
"asking ~hat ~s ::(our',favci:t:it~'Bib·le~assag~,. do you hav7 .one? 

11 ! 

'. .,'/ :. , 
i,. 	 ·,MRS. CLINTON:' Oh,'''I have lots of them.., . 	 , t",' , • ' _ > 

, < 	
"", 

Q ':-:- that 'If3ti~k~;i i~you~ miridt-"'" 
I 

MRS.'CLiN:r'ON: Oh;:I have ,lots of Bibl,e. passa.ge~ tha.t 
a,re·riIyfavorite. I h~ve"gotten ci,way' from quoting indiv'idual verses' 
unlessthEiy .•u:e: realiy self,...;contcd.ried becauser . have fO.und' thati.· 

, . / again, 	 it', S just\ this, ,strange: condition, or circumstance· I find myself 
j 	 ill' that· i,f" I qUote a ..Bil;>lesctipture peop~e are, ':;'lway:~ lo;;'king fo~· 

th!a hidden' ~ea:niiigit:lit • 'So I' va'come to,take~ broader passii'gEia '9f' 
the Bible and tdk .'about them as myfavoiita',s, so thae t:here caimot 
be any misunder'standing.' So .rigl;1t now,.an~'ay.' 

Q . Give. me' all exam,pleof :·that. 
I, 

" . ~'. . 	 ,:' \ ' 

MRS. 'CLINTON:W.ell, .,right no\'!" at this point, I am 
: spen'ding-' a, fot ; o:f time' thinking about: .'and·am 'i:nteres.tE~d· i~ th~,s~r,mo'n 
~on the'Moimt,and partic\lfarly'the Beatitudes," but·really Matth~w'5, 

. I ·'G,anc! .., ...:.-t:i1ose three chapters 'I thinkrare' j~st filled with : ;. ' . 
. challe~ge and it's 'very hard to~ead .and: for me .to. f\llly :u,ridereitand 

. ,,' \ . ," , ..... ', 

.'/ 
 . , 	 ·,':1 

MOR,E. 
I, . 

" '" 
. /. 
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\',' , I\ \' , I ',.;./ :11"­
,/ 

'\ 
, \ " 

I ' I, 
",' 

--' or the whole'Book of)ames,"'because I,' b~~ng a,Meth04ist, ,I'm pig' 
on deeds as w'~ll:a's wor~s~' An? so,; that ,to me, is ,an importantpar,t 
,of my 'bil:hical'-'- ',. " " ",' 

,:" 

,2" 
,\ 

'Is,~the:re anyone, story, that,:you' favor? 
, ~ 

,,' 
,MRS.'CLINT~~: '/weil~,' right now I spend~' lot, of:\iine"',, ,'. 

thi,nking about ,the, parable of the prodigal son.,' s6meonegav~ to me' 
, 

I 
" HShri Nowan's' (?) bqOK about the prodigal ~q'n. And I, hav'a'read;a , 

ri-umber of his ,work,s, ,but I, right f!,ow;' fihdtha:t,vety ~hallenging,ahd" 
ihelpful.,- He'has a iine in thl3reabout l the discipline of gra~H:ude " 
which ha~'been a reih 'chall~nCJe' ,a:~d ,'kind o,f guideline for me~ '; 

. , • ,J I' " \ '.,:, • 

" 
I \" .,'",,' ;'; ./ 

}, MRS. ctINTON:' 'Oh, I read aU ,kinds 6fpeopie. In the' 
last~:cdupleof ,,~cinths, -- ,oh', .:1: I ve r~'ad T~n,y, campoia; ( ? ) who I lik~ a 1/, 

l~t; 'Gordon,McD~n~ld, who I think i has ~dni~vei:Y ~ise,way~of,'" ,," 
describing 'modern problEm-is. "T read -- let' s 'see~ 'the last ~6uple of, 

. " • , • . . ~ ". ;.' ' f , . .' • I' 

'months 't"-I reade.S. Lewis, particularly, Surpris~dBy Joy, ,because I, 
likedShadowlands ,'very:m~ch", )\lan'D~langie' '(,-?) , has some very helpt'ul 

" ,~o:rks. Let m'e'eiee what else. ' , ,,' \1· '.' , 
#"\'''' , , 


',2 ,,' 


" 
'; , ' ' " ',' 'MRS" CLINTON:' 'Y~S-, ,give me your:', ii~~,' t~d." I"~e~d ,'99 : 


rQany dif.ferent 1;:hings'" ,and it really ~depend~ uporiWl1~t I'm thinkii1c,;J." 

about and kind of where'my"'own needs are., ",' , , 


, " , J r " ., ' 

;, ,2' What about~~ga::iines-~;do you take any religious 
~, ' 

, i public,ations? 
:' . 

" . I , I' 
./ .. 

.~., MRS .', :CLIN';l'ON: No1;: anymore.', occa~ion~lly, I see . 
Christianity ,Today, but ,I don't really see'many ,othe~ ,--:- I d~n'tsee 

any others ,o~ a ,r:egular basi's~' r 'pic~ uP, things ,".it, chur~ha~d ,p~op~e , " , 


send me' sermons ~ , My 'friends' ssnd me' lots' of ','sermons fr6inbo~h,t~eir, 

\' .own ,churches ',and my chux.;ch ii1', Lit.tIe R9ck." ' 


, ,~,< , ' 

,) . ,', 
i ,'.

,', : '" "You read sermoni:l?, " 
.\ ' 

'!;. I •.' " 
'.' 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, ,yes': ' 
.,\' I 

. ,2" 'Yo,u like' th~ 'form?, , 
.' ., 

\'
\ , , / '. " ' 

MR.,S,. CLINTON: Someyof.them, are be~ter than others"as 
, I 

you well 'know'~' 
\ 

'. .~, ,,' 

" ,,' 

. " 

" 

""',\ " 
.'. I,2 No, I never heard a good one, --: ,( l,aughter • ) 

, \ " ", ! " Ij 

• i- " ' , (; . 
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. j:, " 
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\' 

,/', , ,
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, ./" \ ... " )
t ,t,:~ ,": 'I,' 

, : 
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", 
I' " \ 

- " '~\ , " 
" ': " . \ 

"" ,I.. 
, " ,~S;,':Ci:iNTON: 'Oh, I 'heard "a9;r;e'!lt one. I ~eard 'a'great; 

oniL' ,The other .day:I was in, st. Pet.'ersburg, ~'lorida,' and the man who .. ", 
was the new head 'of,the',Na'tionalBaptist convention gave a, fiv~-: 

, • ' ' , ' ,I I ' ,
minute sermon 'on the merchant who went 'out to buy pearls and found· a': 
pearl' of 'overwhelming value' and sold .H'l of :his goods to ,buy that, one' ' ", , 
pearL It was the mos't succinc;t,' powerfu'l'"short serf\\pn I "va 'h~ard in' 

" 

. ",years.I,t was ,so gob~ that ,even tpe':secretservice :pe~ple,' ~ho riever 
. 

':talk~po~t:'i'.mything,were ,talking about it:: so;,yes,' I like: sermons. 
_. , ~: • ,. - , , I.' • , , 

" " I _ ,,' . 
'06, y6u iread, try "to :keep up 'with or ,are aware, of 

, , "1-, I': ~ , ' 1 


; 'wh'a"t; 's" going on in feminist theology?'
I.
, f , " 

. ~s~ ,CLINTON:' 'A littlebi~. I, have ,some ',awa~eness, of 

'it; not a 10,t! bu~, :i:d~!1fno~,.., ~- ,,:, 


'I 
\ -, ...., 

, ,~, ' 

'I Q ',~~il, the :Mettiodist,C~~rCh';I'aIri6ng' crthe!:,s, is ve,ry, 
strong on inplusive ~angu~~eL ." , \ ' " 

,< \' .',' 

:, i, 

MRS. CLINTON: ~~ght., ' 
'" 

" Q.', Are ,you 'strong 'oninci~sl.,v~,' i,anguage? 
," " . ", 

, " "1 \' I', , 

MRS'; CLINTON: 'I,;n ~ortof 
, .;inclusive language. . (~iiughte'r.)" "," 

" 

, . Q' , it is ',not unusual to :,go to'~' convent. ~ ,let" s say", or 
aM~t.hodist, 'or 'Pre~byterian Sunday sez:~ic~an~ hi'.t:I'.9, Go.d ! He, and, God, " . 
ShE! used '-": ,,;' .' 

, MRS., CLiNTON: a~t ~ see:,' I've always ·,thought that '1 ! 

'ia:nguage,wa~' .so inadequatet.C> 'eX-press the, myst:er'y arid power ,~j (';-od. 

, And, to me ,that ~salmost irrelevant. I mean,' u'se He,', use She ~..:... none 

'Of us are capable of 'reail\, 'de~d~ibingwho God: is or. what ~~d's' 


, • l ( !" " • " \ "" 'I', • • 

powers. ,~re•. ' .' , 
~, " ,>.' 

." "" " II ( 

::,. ­, "Q ",w,ell ,'ler"6 ~p,th~' metapho~ical:,', ante her'e.;: What. 
.about God as ,F:atner, ,God as ~bt;her? 

\ 

, \ I :, " ' • ...' • " • ,I., "" 
'MRS. CL:rNTON: ''r think' that·'God is both. I,thinkGod.:Ls. i;' , • 

:I e~er5rthing. I:think God is oninipotent andomnisciemt.' .1, think th'~t 
because, of the, fact ·that I am a c;hild of my tradition and. have.' . 

',' y·.devel~ped· a~ I hav:. over tlm~,· I thi~kof, G~d:.more iri 'a: father ,sense. 
/' But-that's not· exclusive tome. I,don':t'disc6untcharact'etisti~s and.' 

". . 'virtues' of :the ,'feminine b'y:saying ~ndttdnkin:g. that'. . But tha~ is ..the' 

" tradition I ,grew up·.. :1n al1d. it is•. accessible to 'me~ . so' I'm mor.e iikely,.· 


. to rely 9n' it.,,' ,-' " , 


.. , 
" 

/', 
, " 

QNow, let me ask you.ahout, t'fds.~ 'Have you he"ard, of 
thei'( inaudible) ,,,...-' ,corife~ence in: Minn~apCl,iis? 

,"', ' '''1 " '" \,I. " 

"MORE 
'. '\ 

\ ' 

," ' 

'.'; 

" \, ''-'" 
'","," . . ' '.''C" 

'I 

I 



" , 	 ..' ' .. , 

'[ -	 13.' ,-' . , \' ,' 

.'- ",MRS. CLINTON: No. .,A' 
}, 	

i.' .Q' ~ear' withine fpr ,ju~t a'm<;>memt,' but' it h~'s ',been 1 

,very big in Methodist cirCl,es. 'The. ,Methodis:ts 'suppo~ted it 
'I,. ;financialLy. 'and with: a big dele~ation~'h~ei been the largest and " 


. biggest kido~' th~ :blod{,:....~,and ,it' was' here we<.h~dL'it~rgiesto, , 

,sophia, which' is the notipn of wisdom, obviously. , And; we ,had scmgs 


e. 	 ; abo~t the, noney in my loin~..;.- I think there were things 1 ike tllls :"'-, 
the perfume \Of my" breast, it .said I . It;;asaveryhighly f~Illin'ized 

. 	 / liturgy for' wh~ch' there~s'been a lot othell tq pay by the,'folk.s 'that 

." went there. 'You're not aware of, this ,atalf:?' ... , ',' 


, ", " . 

. MRS'. .CL~NTON: NO,· I 'don ',t know','anything about it: 
l, 

. r Q ' Okay" there's no pc)int~ in' a;;'kir:tg yo"!. ab~ut it and 
i. 

'dragg'ing you iI1t?<. it" s.ince yo~', don' t .know; aI1ythin'g about it., 
"" 	 Ii t,,' 

." 
, 

, 
!, 
.. ,j MRS. CL'INTON:: " 


. 'about. (Laughter :'J ) 

, ',' l 

I, :.• ;,.1 . " 

. ,~ \ Q I thirik·thJt'sproba:blythewisest.decisio~ ," , " 
., .. " , 

'. 
.' ­

. ' I ';' '.' .~APUTO: ' :-.:., 'screaming 'match' on ,Nightl~ne over this • 
,,-"', ' 

" I .'
/ . 	

Q Oh, : there was, as a matter of 'facL 
, ~ '., i. 	 ! , 

Th~ Wh£,te House h~s beeri'open t~'religious' lobbyists and 
ed-ito;rs, etc'etera, an awful lot, more.Whb' among, these ,people' do'You· 

.lister ,,1::0, a<;lmire ,.,pay ,attention .1:0? I ~m ;told; .for 'in~tanc;:e:: that " . 
Jpan campbellat'theNational council 9f. churches is' a faVorite :i:,f' 
bot'hyours'and your husband. 'I'm' trying to get some sense of' this. 
And1:h~tM~ .'sape~ste~n -:,_ ':,I. .'. \ 

" 	 , '\" 

,,: I MRS~, C~INTON:' ,I',wouldn;tcharacteriz~' it· 'like 't:hat'~ "1 .' ; 

,ll)ean, Joa'n .a.ndDavid az;e people who have been, vi?ry, invofved in 'manY 
'.of· the issues, that ai-e ,important to the Pr~sident' --: soc'ia~l justice. ) 
'issues and others" like th~t., , But. ther:eis _s'u~h.' .abrofidran'ge of I : . ',' , '.' 


,p~ople t~a,t 'the President, apeaka.:t6 :Illuch more r'egularly for' spiritual, \ 


,and religious reasons, ,ant:f '1 think that .part of what.he haa struggled 

with is" to, ,try to figure out., how to 'make .,livehi.s bel,ief t:hat. freedom 


, ' from religio~and freedom, of religi6n'ar~, ,two" very,d'ifferent pointer' i 
. ' pf' vie~•. s6 he has hoste4manydifferent:religious.leadera.~' ',' ,~. . . 	 ',,'. 

. ~-" ,; ',~ 	 , , 
\ . , ,; ~ !"'. ' '. ~ '.. ". \ ' ,"" . ,) ~ 1 . • . ' • 	 ,'" l 

..Q',. Oo.,health care, did you pay 'llny ,attention ,to' the 
,United Methodist..--' th~.Bo.okof Resolutions" I'm.'the' only guy:in 'the 

, 
,t 

'press, room ~hqhad the M~thodis:t BOO~ of' Resolutiqns .in hi's . '. , 
. briefcase.'

i. 
" ,. 	 " " .'\ .'," ' 	

I, 
~ " 

\' '.M9RE 	 '" \ 

" 
" ,r 

, ,,', 

" '"",,.'"", , 	 " \. 
;. ".,. 	

'. I , " 
'. ,) 

'f, 
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r: 
I ' 

, ' 

l~. - I: " ", ' 
,\' 

:: , , 
)' 

~, -, 
" 

'" 
, Q' Ok~y, ,so th~i't~H'me Y9u know the 'Methoaieit; Creed 

hackwarqs and f6~w~r~s. ", ' , " " ',,,, 
• I', 

t, 
"'MRS:'.~ CLINTON:'!:' d~il't krioo/ abouf that'.· I know parts, Of. 

it, ,but I don'tknow it, ail:~ :; ',' 

l' i, 

, '. , MRS. 'CLINTON: Yes •. I have bee~' ... ...:' I" mean', both the 
, ) ~,"BO~k of Disbipline',a~d the':Resol~tions!Ithin~ a~e important.,' And n· 

,', you ,1dOk at ti')e iMeth6,di~tCl1Urch";3 wiHing~essto "struggle wi:th ' , 
'difficult cOl)temporary issues, I ,t~i.nk ttiat ;'s ii, strength 'that. they: 
a:r~:w.i,Hing :to ,wi\lde .i~ and ntayhe even have some pro~l,:~s, +.n"theii 
efforts toresolvesu'ch issues. 'But I" don 't, see, how you canighore 'a 
c~H for "univ~r~al he'aH,h care coyerag'e if'You: have ,a· belief as a, 

, Christian: that th,ere is an obligatio!l to'provide, necessi7ies' for 
othe;r people. '''Ii' ',,'I 

\' ,I 

, t Q. You I 11 st'iH:):)e w()rking, in tha,t -.:. there was also 
,'the issue of universal: abort:i6n :cbvera'ge ,in 'this ~ ,And, that could' 
'havebeen:teally politica:Ily signifl,c'ant, it ~eem~ to' 'me, 'irilterm~ of, 

,), I I • ," " _ . "', '.' _ , .' 

.( reaction. " ' Is 'there any, flexibili;ty on, that ~from' your, point of, ""iew? 
~. •• • ' '\ • ' • • '/ ~ I 

'. .', I .,' • ~ • \ j • 

,'MRS. CLINTON:, Oh,' there, was flexibili;ty~ , We never got " 
'to that',po'int • One of' my: ',staffers ;was",the' person' in 'the ,White Hou~e, 

'. , . -: " "."" .', , : I. -. - , '" ., 'I ',: . ,', ", ,r.' , 

who was working with the various group~,from,differe:nt'points of' ' 
";iel(/, and there: were, a, 19t of ;;app.roaches' ,that c,otild have' b'een " 
foHowed.' We j'ust never got to that point. ' " " ,

./' ) 1·..·-, , -' , ~:.:. ' 

Q I think the, religious right when they'-- 'abortion' 
is ,one of' the,i~s~~s that.' wo\~lds~parate t~e~ ',from ..You~,or 'at least 
in their eyes. Bu;t',what.' ,about this?" '"Thereis~"no "fede~al fundiri'g, for 

I,' 

, \ " ,',',',

abstinence-based programs in the schools ,-;'" 
, ,', ',. " ., ,~ ". , ",,', I: . f, .. 

. \' MRS •. CLINTON': :YeSi ;therE( is~, 
" ,', i 

,c, .f, j 

'Q :.,' Th~r~ ,is?' 

,MRS.' ;cLtNTON: : Absolutely is., There s .abstinenceI 

funding'; at least' I 'vebeen told' tl;1at~' ,And itc.-is something that'is,:' 
made, availabl,e., i. 

. " 

, ' ;1 

Q "., ! want, to cheek: that ~ut.' ,'k'ow, do you: feel a~out,' 
<' -; ;t~e condom qf, distributi,on' in the, sc'ilool;:s?, Are:y6uc:omfort:ablewith 

• ,.'# 

, 'that?, 
,,"'" '.,., ....,'. 
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'you 'wfib~~n( le,ssthan, ~,~tisf,i"~d~~~~ ,the'reactionto your' remar,ks 

with r;spe6:t.. -~6 Lerne,r," s p()litics of meaning. Have you ','given that 

phrase back to Lerh&r? , " 


" . ." .. 

,MRS'.' CLINTON:' I ,never knew,~t.,~ was; hi~:, (Li:nighter,.) 	 , , 

" 	 ' t· ,.:. ".' " '. ' .' ' ",:
Q Here's ,how I, would ,t;rame ,that kind of thing;,okay? 


I agree with Jim wall.,....:..'ther:e.',s~ot a str~ng t.rad~tipn' in 'theoiogy' 

" ;, , in tradition out pf which you' come. ',Its strengths are elsewhe're'. " ,,' \' 

A,rid ·~e' re also ae a tim~' where' there,' s a iotof searching goihg on: ' 
:tller~,.' s \a ipt, of vaguen~s~ going on, 'ther~'s' ah.ck ~f. theQlog£~al ,\ 

formatiol1, ,eyen the simpl'est way ,kind ot. thirl9s ,-"':'you've',go~~"fit.h 

the Jesuits; p~~sumably,arid so' forth ~- tha,t 'you' go,1: even when 'you' " 

were 14 years 'old." 'so, wi'thout asking ,you sign off' on' each, 'article of, " 

the' Creed ':"- I don ;t,know'ho~ t~ put 'this' to you .:.- 'b4t have youb~en' , 


'unfairly iaent~fied, as New Age? 	 ' " , ' '", " , 
,/' 

"MRS. CLINTON: Oh, yes. 
',' 

,.' f 

.,' ' MRS.' CLINTON':::: That', s ~xactly\ right .'.1' m~a~,>i ,thought 

that wa~ sO'strcinge;' BU~ :1' thin~ \it ~ s part of, the p~(;blem,that \' , ' 

'Steven Ca'.'rter talksabout',in The 'Culture of Disbelief. The sec'uiar . , , 

pre~s '<:io~sn't· )tnow how: t~ talk abou~ religion, except in ,ster'eotype~. ,\ 

, 


I thinJttheyive"done,~ gre,a~ disservic~ ,tt, ,m~.nY people ,who .are in, , " 


, what" is loosely'c,alled' ti1E~~eiigiol,l's'right ~ ,I/think thepeqple who 

are' searching for mean~ng, and order in their'lives are naturally: 1 


, 	 goingtq be' trying"to have: a th~plogy that"giyes :'them answer's'to' 
difficylt questionl;l~posed );;ymodern times'..r; have a greatd,eal' :of ' 
sympathy for that~ and Ithirikit isunfai,r to the great n,urilber,pf 

, people who identify them'selves' in suc)1 ways --: eitner evangelicals' or, 
, 	 . , , .: t" '. , '" ". " . ' 

fundamentalists '-- to' stereotype them., I, tp,ink some o,f, 'their leaders 
, !',' ' , , '. " ' " ~ -:' . .J 

ar,e, ,~s phar is,ees, ha.ve .alway,s'/be~nt, ~illiIl~' to: manipulate people for, 

their, own par,ticular purpo'ses. ;' ' 


'," . ., .'I,",: 
/, ' 

~. . :- , , 
, Then: I, thin'k" whether you ,talk ,about the mainline " .. " " ' 

denon;iii'ati~ns, or th~ ~fruggl~s within the, Roma.n', Catho:lic 'Chu~ch' or 
. , 'anything"that is goi~g, on.,.in rei'tgl.on ,b;',day, ,'it 's'eems' e:Xtrem~ly' ,", 

,?iff,i~u lefor' !!lo,st 'whocover' and are not steep~a in' it as you' are to , 
k!,)ow what, theY,'re talking about., And ,so they paint with. a very broad 
brush that 1's often inaccurate.' '( 

'/",. 

" 
QWould you seeyburseif,asan orthodox Christian in 


,the sense that '0~t.hd9ox'Ch:dstiansin 'the,Methodil;t, tr,aditiod -:-.-:- b~'t" 

certainly ,not alone in 'the ,Methodist 'tradition ,.......: believeiriFather t, 


i son: .and Holy Spirit; belieye ,'i~' Jesus Christ~, ;'Billy,'Graham~;, where' 
/are yo~'nowthat I need you' and the need for redemption? " ~ , t " 	 . ; , ~ f "", 
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, , M,RS. CLINTON,: '\ I bel,ieve, in all ~f'thC:;;se :things., I, 
,c:c;)flside,r myself, some()ne ,with I a contil1uing;,C.haileng~_ to 'becolt\e ~ , 
Christian; "One of, the differerices:·that I 'have with some" of the 

' de~cim'~nations~s 'the 'idea' that; one' s,chriS,ttanlty is, sealed"~t ~he , ,\ 

moment ,thatyci~ac;:cept,Christ as'yol'!r savior"a-nd become in whatever 
I 	 . ' , " " .' ' 
ways are op~n to 'you 'a':practicing Christian. I'thInk that 'It, is "a 

," ..' l ',' " : 1,· i',;,' • 

never-endingchall~~ge. 'And II'b.elieve jthat ~very day I fall short 'of .\ 
what I shoul'd 'be ,achieving."" ", , '( 

, I " I ~,~.. \ , " ' 


"',~ ,;1 .. 


,. 	 "'. " "Igave,a' talk',last'yearatthe nationa:t,: p~ayer<lunch 
, )".,', • ' " ",' ,'. I ' .' ,

about how di·fficult ,it is in my experience.to be a Christian.' ,And: 
, l, 

, " so, although,'I believe in what, .1 view as the,'fundainelltal ten~nts6f, 
'. "', '1""'" J ," " '. .",' '<'.' ',. ,'.', 	 . '~.. 
Christianity, I,find that it is something'I'haveto'struggle ,with' 

, 	 evet'Y.d~~ to live ,'~p, to ~nd(t~ b~9pen':to."Apd I think,one, of the',' ~ 

great: difficulties we 'have ,'now within the ,,;Christian community is the,' 

attempt to captu,rethe' definition ofChrlsti.i'n1.ty -- ,which ':has 'alw~'ys: 

occl,1rred ,throughout 'history r ,we' ie jUst, golng:thr6ugh' ';A'qther per1:9d' 

'of :it -- that' 'overs'impHfies christ· s' message;" whie!), co'riveni,entiy , 

thtows ,'out gr,eat piece~'of' it: that ,don ~t 'fit;,:apol:itical'agenda~ 'Ail(~' 


., " .' :,' j "'. , , • ,: ",' , ,,' '.

I bell.eve it:s impor~ant·for',all 9; us who want ,to };)e 'worthy of 'belong' 
'ca~led Chrfsti~ns to constantlystrfve, to do 'better and to,'b'e: :open to '(' 

~ew 'd~f'initions, as to what 'it. m~ans to bel' a' Christfan to~ay. "I don't ~ 
. '\.think,-- ,,": 	 ",,' \ " 

j " ~~; F • ' 	 , ,I' 
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