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&A, SR . D U
L - INTERVIEW oF. THE FIRST LADY e oo
PR S ay KEN/WOODWARD FOR NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE L

Lo T . . : «
Q‘,. I understand your Methodrst roots go back to the

Welsh 19th century, 18 that true? LA Jﬁ::;.‘~» o o

MRS CLINTON. Engllsh and, Welsh 19rh’éehtu}y;~ B

. ‘lQ Mom s elde, Dad B slde?
Gl R L | : o
S ‘MRS. CLINTON~ My father 8. sxde. But lt goes back to.-

.the early 19th- century, and’ maybe 1if I ever have tlme to look into e
,lt, elzghtly before. Really in the very beglnnlng of the Weeleyanf”

. . . e S, N .! .

ovement. L o REN N e .. R .
B LA \.v ! . o) T
. S o, o FRENN A .

K ”'vv'\f;Q” . I was glVlng a speech ln Scranton, and I saw that

:your father was, burled in eort of Methodlst sozl was he . not. Welsh R
Methodlst soil —-- T;'.:j‘x SRR N R SN

o B

R . e ) . .
R What do you thlnk wOodward xs? r . .
) i ‘ N . L ; B Cy S
\ DR ! j‘,.‘ Lo P
MRS CLINTON. I'm«not sure; {j“‘ :

.Qi}¢ Weleh and Engllsh.f I waa told that what was T

'f‘\{lnterestlng about you, == “and. Mrs.’ Jones 4— confxrmiit or not - after L
. she got: conf;rmed she went to church., She went not Jjust the klds' C
' servmce, but - went to the adult: servrce. - T thought that was“~ ) ’
extraordlnary o ln other words, a salt church person was what he waS’

calllng ‘you, and that your~parents oldn t go that regularly. And he
doesn t recall that your brothers went all that regularly ‘;- :

e

PR

. ' MRS CLINTON' Well he may not remember‘—- my mother
taught Sunday School and .80, she often’ would teach Sunday School but

- ‘ .'; o Ce : ‘ O v !
B ‘M()\ < y - ! !
‘f LT ‘. ' o
\ !
[ o '
: - -
. N .
- . i s b
' A - i ’
! . e -
)

MRS. CLINTON° Yes, lndeed.; That 8 rzght. ﬁis,namefwaéA
) Hugh,‘and my grandmother s malden name was Jones, and it was a very
' blg tradltlon.i,‘ t e ,“‘ . T .
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‘not go to church And my father was ‘more . of a. epecxal occaelon
I church person, but not llmrted solely to Chrletmae and Easter*‘but

. . ‘more cften than that." _And my: brothere\ went to Sunday School all the :

tlme, but weren t always lnterested 1n gorng to church.f

;

;Eo“coliege,.forget rt.xx' T T

regular Sunday servrce "which™ I often attended, ‘but’ I also, went lnto

: 'V:, .+ ‘town, went: lnto Wellesley and would go. to church on occasron. I o
R ‘i ~f dén’t know . that ‘I went every week, I doubt that T dld. But I at
f}»lT‘i least kept actlve ln gorng to’ church durlng the tlme\-— FR g,;
7V:fT'L~<f,f‘jQ':‘5Was lt a Methodxst group on’ campue’ e
’ " MRS. CLINTON" It'was mbre”ofaqxrf R ST
R Lo "Nondenomrnatlonal? T
; ' < /A~'1 : c .f‘ . A oL : 0t

A jer

‘_3 MRS.. CLINTON°‘ Yee,'rt was llke a protestant chaplaln, a{ o

" Cathollc chaplaln, a Jewlsh chaplaln. But we also,_when I.was at
S Wellesley, took, a semester of Old Testament and ‘a semester’ of New
Testamentyas a. requxrement. “So there was a lot of rellglous;,“‘

s .‘ whole year of Blble etudy. ‘And we had a Bible. department at
; ;"}' P ‘Wellesley whlch was qun.te good and very J.nterestlng.-,

1
S ) ) e ¥ ' ta . \ A 1 ‘ B . _' .}\ .
, I had a really good Blble professor,.a young man named
cllfford Greene.A It was the flrst tlme I ever saw the word,

woo -

' "eschatologlcal.. I remember 1t -very’ well.;f‘l Lo e L

; o . B L

foe . o s v\} ! REERTE
R “»‘nﬂ‘Qt*W Thought’itfwas,a dirtY‘WOrd_fE e

v

a little pit’ suspect. R P O SR

dlscuselon.; That was eomethlng that was’ done away with later, but” at
least when I was there - and I‘'m. very grateful ‘for it —-- we. had a ;f

S

i : - MRS CLINTON-* Well, when I went to coblege we’ had a ﬁi-‘
N very active chapel organlzation at Wellesley, and ‘the chapel was a’ L

tR

Q . What about Welleeley? Usua;ly,:when people‘go awaj :

S T 'MRs. CLINTon-‘,I{dianjt~kﬁb@~what,it;meantrg-it}squnaeq‘,

. . "..‘ N T o N R '~>‘ R ; .\ .‘:‘ . e
) A;"~';;:.5;;;Q. j Whatjabout‘th;ngeslikeﬂyotiye Magazine? Do you =
;\ .y i 3remember;that? ;'j.mff ﬁ", ,,f"{'. N *,f';;" : ‘,Ai“ L ?n; L
f '{1':3, ‘, .,‘JT' MRS. CLINTON. Our church pard for those of us who' went*”x
v'{.‘ ) “off tho college to get | Motrve Magazlne. And I ‘have every erngle copy'
RS EEENE S ever got.'of ﬁotlve Magazlne.v'ﬂ' A ;' S S
oL 3Jf ‘ !f'ffk‘!» Q?y} ﬁ;i; Stlles would be happy.A.f4hlj5’,g‘ e ZL."
S 5 a?‘NRS. CLINTON. There was an 1ncred;ble artxcle in: the h
) o o \. " B Lo '. , , s .. N . 3
LoD , » MORE"- b \
ek T , ' ; ; . .\ i o i BN
Lo .:“ ’ ) ¢ . - 1 - ‘ ’k‘ . -
) .’ - K . ¢ g : . ) ‘ \
N ‘" 4 i, ' . N ‘ .,
. R R 4 .‘
o T , : L L .
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September or October 1965 Hotlve Magasxne by Carl Oglesby, called
change or COntalnment, about the Vietnam- War.' It was’ the- first thzng

f'“I had . ever read-that challenged the Vletnam War, because 1n '65 it

was. only slowly comlng into people ssconsc10usness.; ‘And I. -often
later thought, I wondered - whether  the admlnlstratlon board of ' my
church knew what was in’ Motlve Magazxne, because they pa;d for every
_ one of us to get lt. (Laughter ) ' '

‘!‘ : ) 4. T L e

- P

:,I}“l_ ‘ :"‘ZQ‘ Dld you ever belong to the Unlted Methodlst Women

A . . o
ey . BN . . B . . o
: Lo - . .o . , ¢ : . CE [
ot . B . . . . . . .
. . . v o ., L ;
, !

A . _MRS. CLINTON: No. I would ‘attend meetlngs ‘and ‘do -
events for them,.but I never was an actlve member of that.-~ W

R N
L P N
!

: 'QV‘, Any specxal Lnfluence you felt from the Unlted
Methodlst wOmen —— f_,,.)_;n : .

' . p

5
P

';"\«\‘ Lo -

. i o r«.

V{.A

MRS CLINTON' No, 1 thought - 1 dld a lot of,/u{ X ,If'
"espeCLally in’ Arkansas, T dld ‘a lot of speaklng and.,-- T guess mostly
speaklng to’ United Methcdlst Women groups, and I would’ spend time
with Unlted Methodist women. Oftentlmes at our church they would
have a monthly potluck lunch” after the servxce, ‘or .some . klnd of: an
event\at nxght.. And I spent - time talklng w1th them on: thelr varlous
progects. I alsc followed what they dld partlcularly through the :
natlonal efforte, at, the natxonal level because the Unlted Methodlst

5,Women_sponsored a’lot of pro;ects that I was lnterested ln.':\~

P

ot ’ - vtg{ : . ‘L’):”,
SR uThey re a very powerful group.”'; S
. . N N : ‘ ‘f{
'? v “RS?«CLINTON‘; tes, ,,tlmeyn'=.xr;<e.»~ R ST ST
' o : ey D L i

S 'b; leavThey raise thexr own . money, spend thexr own money..‘”ﬂ
I noticed that -~ (Lnaudlble) -—‘7 800 letters rlght off: the bat. ti"

. '/. ~ B .~ +
"MRS. CLINTON.i I spoke to thelr conventlon by satelllte¢
last year, whlch generated a’ lot oﬁ‘letters. AN Lo I
. . i W r . ' L.\ ’
' i CAPUTO They had a spec;al event on Capltol Hlll where
.. they d;strlbuted thoee letters.‘,fx T TN O AN bd.
i f'A ' ’1.1?" MRS CLINTON. But we weren’t anolved Ln creatxng it.

They asked me to. speak and they announced at the tlme I was speaklng'
they were goxng to do these letters._ So lt was ‘an- independent

actlon-;‘{ftb o ', LN e : . S
Do R . : ‘ o e
: ?';Q And ycu taught Sunday School when you were Ln T
thtle Rock.g.‘,;\. s e A S RN :
: o . ‘ "% s : ’ . ‘ ’ -, . “/ . ~: - < L« ’ . & ’ ' P
- ‘MRS. CLINTON: - I did; from . time.to time I taught Sunday-
e : . . ,r , v A :4 N B 7,,: ‘, . ‘ o 3 . ,v ) '-;._ﬁ -
L’\'l f {‘ , vq o . N . : o e ” Lo i - . B .
‘ “ ! ».'\. | 4o
. } .
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School..

".4-- Why I m a- Methodlst? ‘jﬂ‘«," R

'“And Methodlsm was always a blg part of it.

‘;a great famlly centered church.v‘ : E

R 1w‘.,; QA‘ﬁ Park Rldge? B “' 1A~‘l‘i:: '4,*\'d

: all the tlme.

'Q what about these speeches that I've been asklng forjﬁjxx

N Y‘; ““5 '<g

) S i , . e Ao o : o Lt

MRS CLINTON*‘ I don t know that I ‘ever transcrrbed,

\recorded or wrote it out. I gave it == ln October, many Methodlst

churches, ‘they have a lay speakers Sunday. And .on. several occasxons B
I did the lay-sermén.’. I thlnk the flrst tlme I1-did the dlscussron .

’ Aabout why I'm.a Methodlst was in the Sunday School class at -my. church.”

in’ thtle ‘Rock. . And then 1t grew . into sort’ of a m1n1 sermon that I

gave a couple ‘of - tlmeB around the state.'

. v . oo B -~ ~
\ N .

Q .,‘Do you.remember,any of the-polnts?

Methodlsm, ‘'which was very- 1mportant ‘to me as. a llttle girl. ‘And my

ffather was a very devout Methodlst., He: may not have been as" regular
‘a church—goer, but ‘my father said his prayers kneelxng by his bed

every nlght of his’ lrfe,*untll he had the stroke. And when we were.

‘all. born we were. taken back to the church in Scranton ‘wheré - we. Wére - %”
thoall. chrrstened whrch wasrthe Court Street Methodlst Church, whlch T
‘was where we: had hxs funeral and the church was ar huge part of my
‘father =y llfe. A,‘ : h ->~A T

N Lo 4 . [ Do .- o~

' And my grandfather,ﬂwhoglxved untrl T was xn hlgh

,gschool, was a very committed- Method;st and an actlve leader of that
*llttle Court :Street Methodlst Church.  And when my grandfather and my

.‘great—uncles and aunts would Slt around ‘as I was a'little glrl
‘talklng, they would often talk about stories they- had heard from'
.their grandparents, or maybe ‘even been passed down from beyond that

about life ln England and Wales before they came to thls country.u .

ot ,4-‘ N - L . Yo '\ .
. Y . . v Yoo . o d

So I, had a” real sense of some klnd of rootedness inﬁfx;
Methodlsm, and when I started going-to ‘the . church I attended, it was |

'
e
R

’

S i'HRS. CLINTON.‘ Park Rldge, yesg-~ Flrst Methodlst

:Church. “It ‘had’ not .only’ actlvevSunday School and Bible, School

classes, but it ‘had athletlc events, it had plays, it*s where: the

“V,scout troops met,. it was just thls center of act;vrty.‘ And it wasg in*

walklng dlstance of our house, and my brothers and I were up there _‘f
';‘ 'f And then, aS‘; got older- and.went into the Methodist: ' -
CMORE - v

‘ : Co L L . a R T R

R *MRS.. CLINTON*' Oh, yes.- I remember a lot of the poxnts..zif'
K fI remember very well. . Part of it was my famlly tradltlon 1n


http:Part'.of

1ntellectually challenglng and theologlcally challenglng to me, lng
‘addition to belng gort of my rellglous act1v1ty.,
many tlmes/ Don' Jones’ was ‘an extraordlnarlly engaglng youth mlnlster’

“for the young people in our church

T -

V

“fMRS. CEINTON:

‘But if we ‘had tlme

,You7knew about.that?jﬂdf

v

i‘Q’ Flrst story to h1t Newsweek was on Joe.'

and all of that.

And,\as I ‘have sald

Q. I don t want to go back too much over that. .,\
thlnk that s- probably enough.
about Joe Matthews and the Ecumenlcal Instltute,

I’ d love to talk

~ :’: ¢ o !

'.H

.MRSi‘CLINTON:A

BN

9

N

S

'¥A~llttle;blt.'

¢

;
¢

Dld you talk to Don Jones about that"*

- C o

“7;MRS;‘cLiNToNE

UHeitookﬁus'downfthere.ﬂ"

Q

Yes. .

I’ ve got that story.y

That ‘s why I‘'m kind of

S N
3

"also,
it was an. all—whlte communlty,
,.”women in the church
- expanding our’ experlences.
";Instltute,

‘(farmland.

'”mov1ng you on.

'7 MRS. CLINTON°

kLaughter ) E -,*‘f

Let me just - the other polnt is that

even though it. was .a; suburban church in’a- very nice area,
at least Don Jones and several of the f
“in. the Sunday School .were - very intent upon -
And so it wasn t only ‘the: Ecumenlcal

it was also -- when. I was growlng up,'lt s hard“to 4

K belleve, outs1de of chlcago ‘we had mlgrant farm labor.
':rlght there.-

and'

And lt was

Three blocks from my house ended houses and 1t was

‘

No longer, but then” 1t ‘was.

oo

L
“

¢

PR TN

I.
o
'

oo . '8o. wé’ were always dolng some klnd of serv1ce, whether 1t

+ was going to
: all of that,

nursxng homes, or taking:.caré of mlgrant chlldren and .

whlch was very . lmportant to me.

e . .
N . [

‘ Lo Q. Well,,it seems to ‘me the Wellesley motto has B
" something to .do with that, too.f%mg- : L :
. Lo L, N PR

‘ :,'MRS. CLIﬁTONr;~Very much so. :P{f - :

‘ v'_. QY Served rather than be served or somethlng llke
:that. ‘Well, it .seems to kind of fit. 1nto a pattern.~ Dld you do
_baby-sxttlng for the mlgrant laborers? i T o R

o v L Lot ' ; Lo,
AN S , AT J o L " AN
.ffMRS,'CEINTON:'_Yes.i‘Xes,fwe_did.. i _ g
. Q“ﬁ Good'Methodlst'soclal'conscience.;"f
( v o~ o . ! T - . ‘ o
: t MORE - N ' -
o B , v
i /" | \\, “1./ )
o - Lo
Lo L A »‘_‘
'.'); ' \ ! B ,4
A T »” I . ; )
L - N
. v .

N -
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. N R "‘~ "/,‘ .
[ A‘H_; MRS CLINTON. Yes.» I mean, they don t come just for

“ithattreasOn., .They’re. frlends of ‘mine:and.they’re. coming to; .
Washlngton and they 1et me know and they»come 'and ‘stay wzth me.‘ And

"I have a group ‘of friends who’ are very falthful in their support

through prayer ‘for the Presldent and me, and when they are in town,j
if'it is mutually agreeable on our sohedules, they ll stay thh ,us®

A'here. And we “have a number of frxends who do’ that. 'We have' -= not.
“just women': frlends of: mlne, but a number of my husbands frlends from’
{around the country who are elther very actlve lay members of thelr “Q

denomlnatlon or ‘are’ preachers come here. )
: AQ*.-?DO yougreally bel@eve inrinteroesaory praj(e'r’?“'~

N

'y

, MRS. CLINTON. ‘I.do. I dd.. And ‘not. only do .1 belleve L
in 1t, I thlnk there is 1ncreas1ng evzdence of it. - There lS an

1nterest1ng study that'was just completed xn whlch patlents of

" comparable medical’ condltlon were prayed for, and prayers were, "

: gapparently, ‘the only dlfferences that could be dlscovered between how

oA 'MRS. CLINTON. Well rlght now,, at thls point, I am
~spendlng a lot of time thlnklng about .and' am lnterested in the. Sermon )
won the Mount, and partlcularly the Beatltudes, but - really Matthew 5,‘3‘;’

¢

the. pat:.ents ‘were treated..» R s _ 7

T

co o Q Yes, okay.} All rlght, flne. Do you have - I‘m

' asklng what lS your favorlte Blble passage, do you have one?

MRS CLINTON°‘ Oh I have lots of them. y';f‘, S

BT Q\H; e that stlcks in your mlnd -—” »;’* NS TN
o, [ P .-

" M ks ar . I - «

L . : R

MRS CLINTON. Oh, 1 have lots of Blble passages that

f'are my favorxte. I have gotten away from quotlng 1nd1v1dual verseés.
. unless they are: really self~contained because I. have found' that,..
~' again, it’'s just’ thlS strange condxtlon or: c;rcumstance I find myself

in that if I quote a Bible scrxpture people are always looklng for

_* the hldden meaning’ 1n it. So I’ ve ‘come to take broader passages of
"'the Bible and talk ,about them as’ my favorxtes,‘so that there cannot
be any mlsunderstandlng. So. rlght now, anyway'—— e et e

i‘j 9 lee ‘me’ an example of ' that. .'.\
D R K ‘ o

6, -and ? - those three chapters I thinkrare just filled with
challenge and lt 8 very hard to- read and for me to fully understand

. . . 5 Tah

o ) g :
T Q. Do you mean to say that women come all the way from_p
g Arkansas to s;t and talk about the Blble thh you and rellglon? ‘ -

:nlt 8 somethlng that 1s lmportant to ‘me, but lt lS not,»at thls po;nt,;‘.j"‘
able to be a’ regular part of my l;fe rlght now.,j, ; a%i.;‘ o CLl

+


http:passa.ge

e works. Let me see what else.,e Sl ) A

s
o

"\“J;" ' .‘Q<Q '» Who else do you read ?
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,-- or the whole Book of James, because I, belng a Methodlat, I m blg -

on ‘deeds as well as words. And so, that to me, 1s an lmportant part
.of my brbllcal~—- B 3< ~A~J‘.'e : 5»" y.' .

o 3
" N

A isfthere any‘one story~that¢ydu¢fav0r? R
‘~z; SR o o . R ‘

MRS CLINTON- Well, rlght now I spend a lot of trme

",M'thinklng about the. parable of the prodlgal son., Sémeone: gave to. me

' Henri Nowan's’ (?) book about the prodxgal son. And I have read a’
number of his .works, but I, rlght now, find that ,very challenglng and
;helpful., He’ has a llne in there’ about ‘the dxscxpllne of gratltude
whrch hae been a real challenge and klnd of guldellne for me.:\g

.

.'. . . .. .‘ ,- R v . . 14 _< . s

o .;[.
;o

MRS, CLINTON’i Oh, I read all kinds of people.l In the

lot, Gordon McDonald who ‘I thlnk has some very wise_ ways of ,

describing modern problema. 1 read -- let’s see, the last couple of
‘months = I read- c.s. Lewla, partlcularly\Surprrsed By Joy, - because I
‘liked Shadowlands very: much.; Alan Dllangle () has _some very helpful

'
. Y
' (-

. Q I'll traaenyouw;ists QOmetime.cﬂ;<'

NN .
R

o : f~ MRS CLINTON. Yes, give ‘me: your llSt tOO.y I readmeh“ L

many dlfferent thlng9< “and it really depends upon what I m thlnklng
about and klnd of where my own needs areu S e A

< B DN ’ N . P
D i . B : < R
; ‘ ¢ o ¢ f

: publlcatlons? o T

n o

tot
) ) w e ] v~ e a “ A N
AN [ ’{ W - B

o0 Y MRs. CLINTON. ‘Not anymore., Occa510nally, 1 see'f;f’ \
Chrrstlanlty Today,.but Idon‘t really gee many other -~ I don‘t see

5.any others ‘on a. regular basls. I plck up thlngs at church and people'

send me sermons: My friends- ‘send me lots of - sermons from both thelr
own churches and my church in’ Little Rock.g T e PRI

.J.‘\

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, .yes:. ~— <
A D P I L AP

St ~Q~.];‘ ‘fifourlike'ﬁhé,“’fdrm?f.” o

i .
you well know.A*;f ; ) e S T e .
R ) . o AR . = ISR B
‘.- . 2% Q@ " No, I never heard a good one --. (laughter.)
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Q. What-aboutrmagaiines~fe ‘do you take any religibuehf_,

SR [a‘"k‘Q:““ You read sermqhs?: . ~f-’if<f,:<4"u_;t\ Lo L

. (I D
B A . e g

MRS CLINTON.;;Some&of them are better than others,“as;’

o last couple of months~—- oh I’ ve read Tony Campola, (?) " who I llke a- .

-

'
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MRS CLINTON.~ Oh T heard a great one.‘ I heard a great

-onnéi The- other day I was in. st Petersburg, Florlda, and the man who S

. o was the new head of. the Natlonal Baptlst ﬁ:onvent:.on gave a five-

minute sermon ‘on the merchant ‘who 'wént out to buy pearls and found a.
pearl of overwhelmxng value and sold: all of his goeds ‘to buy that . one "’

. -pearl. It was the most succ:.mct,r powerful short sermon I've heard in’
'}years. It was . gb good that even the Secret Servrce people, who never
'talk about anythlng, were talklng about xtué So, yes, I llke sermons.’
. S « B Do you read, try to keep up wlth or ‘are aware of v:h:
;fwhat s go;ng on 1n fem;nlst theology? o . e
B < ,‘ Q‘, R :." L. i' o ]
o lms, CLIN‘I‘ON.v A little bit: I have some awareness of . “
- ity not a lot but I do know -—,”‘;,“ ~~-ﬂ T A ’V‘\ oo
[ Coy _v. v ,..," heo T 4"‘ . “ FEPEEN ‘f\ poL
O g Q Well the Methodlst Church,‘among others, le“very~
= Rl strong on lnclu51ve language. PN ;o T
SRR MRS. .CLINTON:*'-R;'L.ght'.“\"", P R
: "“3:- i: : ’ﬁwﬂk,. Q;fa Are you strong on 1ncluslve language’lf"" *,1‘.‘, -
'J : : v HRS CLINTON. “I'm eort of an agnostlc when lt comee to . /;

'1ncluszve language. {Laughter } ‘
‘,‘ 7:v‘ . Q:- It is not unusual to go- to- a convent, let 5. aay, or
/ Wka Method;at ‘or Presbyterlan Sunday serv;ce and have God He, and God

’fShe used == .

. L ,;‘ MRS . CLINTON- But, see, I've always thought that A
'3"_:‘language was so 1nadequate to exprese the, mystery and . power of God.»f
" And. to ne that s almost lrrelevant. I mean,' use He, use. She - none .
C st of us are capable of really descrlblng who God is or, what God 5.
: fg*jz'powera are. - - g

A < [

. : ’Aj,Q : Well let s up the metaphorlcal ante here."whatﬁ,
:éabout God as Father, God as Mother? e v \_x ‘;g}“*] f;h

Vi

£ ever§thing; Ijthlnk God lS omnlpotent and omn;sc;ent. I thlnk that
.. because: of the fact’ that I am a Chlld of my tradltlon and have -

¢

o)
P :“ MRS CLINTON._ I thlnk that God is both.» I thlnk God ls;"f

- 'developed as I have over’ txme, I think of God "more’ in ‘a father sense.% T

{7 . .But-that’s not'exclusive to me. I.don‘t’ discount characterlstlcs and -

s vto rely on lt.(.,~‘~ C ',' T : :‘3 T i o L
',',, ' ," AT < Now, let me ask you.. about thls. ‘Have you heard.of - =

S T the —-— (lnaudlble) --'conference in Mlnneapolls? o o ~
/.‘ ‘. . . ] ‘,; 7 . - . S \, - O o . ;
S \ R . MQRE' ‘ a 8 :
. LI LY N . i

. { t . -
- : y 1 H 5. o » ‘ i / 4 .

- , » ( /‘ rf /’ b ‘ . %
( “ Sl . I o
: . ) ;

T " virtues of ;the femlnlne by saylng and thlnklng that. But that is the -
" tradition I grew up’ ln and lt lS(aCCESSlble to 'me, * 80 I m more lxkelyj

«



»: bxggest kld on ‘the ‘block == Cand lt was- here we had thurglea to

K . R ;
. ' ’ A ! N !
-, - a . R
. v . -13_ :
v { b o I et N - v
>, - . o ) o
o »‘MRS.'CLINToN: ‘uo. : R
S Bear w1th me - for Just a moment but it has been -

ivery bxg in Methodlst c1rcles. The Methodlsts supported it
f;nano;ally ‘and, WLth a blg delegatlon, ‘has been the largest and

;Sophla, which 'is the notlon of wxadom, obvzously., And‘' we had aongs

. v about the honey in my loin == I thlnk there were thlngs lxke th;s -

the perfume\of my. breast, lt sa;d. It was a very hlghly femlnlzed .
,llturgy for: which there‘s: been a lot . of hell to pay by the, folks that .
went there. You’ re not aware of thlS at all° AT"«,” PRI : :

¢

L oo . S ;
R

b g@fﬁiMhs; CLINTON: No, I don t know%anythlng about xt.u‘{kg”; 7*'4E

] . ;‘ﬁ"Qv:' Okay, there s no poxnt in aeklng you. about it and NI
c dragglng you 1nto lt sxnce you don t know anythlng about lt..‘ Lo s

\‘ A . !

o ‘,_«; MRS. CLINTON:. Itiaouqu'rike augood'thing notgto'knowr

"kahout.’ {Laughter )* T ,,,JK-A» IR :
;,Q“V T thlnk that s probably the wxsest decxsxon -
o CAPUTO.-r- screamlng match on nghtllne over thxa.j;”. . o

L ros .
Q. Oh,'there‘was, ana‘matter‘ofgfact..'

_— The Whlte House haa been open to: rellglous 1obbyxats and .}

‘,editora,‘et cetera, an awful lot rm:n:'e.‘~ Who among\these people do- 'you
jllsten to, admlre, pay attention to? - “I'm told for- lnstance, that .
‘.Joan Campbell at the Natlonal Counc;l of. Churches lS a favormte of

jj both - yours ‘and your husband. "I'm trylng to get some sense of thla.. ‘

P . R R 1.

'And that Mr. Sapersteln T T -,;::, yﬂ
TR ' MRS CLINTON" I wouldn t characterlze i llke that.' I

} ean, Joan -and Davrd are people who have been very lnvolved in many
‘of the lssues that are xmportant to the Presrdent --fsocial Justlce
issues and others ‘like that. . But. there is’ such a broad range of .
people that the" President. speaks to much more regularly for splrltual
-and rellgzous reasons, and I think ‘that part of what_ he haa struggled .
with ‘is. to kry to flgure out "how to ‘make live hipg: bellef that. freedom
from rellglon and freedom. of relxglon are two. very dxfferent po;nts o
of view. So he has hoeted many. dlfferent religious leadera. S

i ..\\lé '3
N

. :
. [ oL
T Q-

.

GO UMORE U i 4 -,

, On health care, dzd you pay any attention to the ~‘;.',- 1jf“
.Unlted Methodlst-—J the - Book of - Resolutlons, 1 ‘m. the only guy~1n the , '

\,press room who had the Methodlst Book of Resolutmons in his
brlefcase. o T R ST P R



- backwards and forwards.‘ m;~' T

- followed.‘ We Just never got- to that po;nt.a‘

"’.' _V 3

R Cworl . N o :
B o N ' TR
f M. : _'“ 14 - N
. L C
L - MRS CLINTON-f I have a- copy upetarrs..;:f“;: .'V;syf
- ‘Q:"r Okay, 80 they tell me you know the Methodlst Creed

‘V PR -~ " N . ‘i
§ : . .

Dol MRS CLINTON., I'don’t know about that._-l know parts.of.
rt ‘but I don £ know it all.‘: ' B

PR
' . w v v ‘\ ' . P
# A '

R ‘10"*“'Q?fh Were you gulded 1n any way" by that? They were,',f
‘strongly for unlversal health care, for example, have been ln it for

- “

‘a long txme., ;§ j.v‘.k;w R M“w .t U S L . ;.

. SUUN
Lo » . - E N . .
A, ) R L :

i

'ﬂ> MRS CLINTON. Yes.; I have been - I mean, both the

w:' ook of DlSClpllne and the Resolutxons ‘T think" are rmportant‘ And If
“ you look at thefMethodlst Church '8 wllllngness to struggle with .
‘difficult contemporary lssues, I: thlnk that’s a- stréngth:’ that they.

are. wxlllng ‘to wade in and maybe even have some problems ln thelr

“efforts to resolve’ ‘such" lssues., But I don'’t: see. How - you" cah 1gnore ‘a’l

call for. unlversal health care coverage if- you. have a belief as'a

ev;Chrlstlan that there is an obllgatlon to provxde neceeeltxes for

other people. I P I R g‘>,| , S? -4‘_3,1".
,1' e . - e ¢ . , ".
S Q- You’ ll Stlll be work;ng 1n that - there was also

1:the lssue of’ unrversal ahortlon coverage in thls.‘ And that could.’
"have been really polltlcally sxgnzf;cant lt seems to nme, Lnfterms of
73reactxon.‘ Is there any flexxblllty on: that from your point of. vrew?

e s MRS. CLINTON Oh, there was flex;b;lzty.~ we never got~?‘
‘to that point. One of my. - staffers ‘was’ ‘the person in: the white House

who. was worklng ‘with the various groups  from. different poxnts of o
v;ew, and there were a lot of approaches that could have been

-t he
: A
[

- ‘Q B thlnk the. relrglous rlght when they - abortlon
is" one of the lssues that would separate them from\ycu, or at least

in thelr ‘eyes. But what about this?, There is/ 'no federal fundlng for
' abstlnence-based programs xn the schools‘--. PR :

5

nRs.‘cLINToN— Yes, there is. A
e (n'JQ{,\»There;iS?f"ﬂ?~‘“{:" we
P :: M S . ' j" ‘.\ )

| MRS.) CLINTONo' Abeolutely ig. There s abst;nence’

“»fundlng, at least 1 ve been told that.g /And ltvxe somethlng that 19
" made. avarlable. ; : ‘

S . X L
A . S~ L. -
ot .
'I . " R

Q I want to check that out:  How.do you feel about

%

. the condom of. dletrrbutlon in the schools" Arerou~¢bm£ortahlelw;thQL{~\
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I agree with Jim Wall ——~there s not- a strong tradition in theology ‘
k\in tradition out’ of which you come. Its strengths are elsewhere.;gfx-'"
: And we re also at a time where there’s a 1ot of searching going on, . .-

their\own particular purposes._ Y

\‘.anything ‘that’ is going on.in religion today, it seems' extremely o B
: difficult for most ‘who cover- and are not - steeped in it ‘as you are’ to fx,_

brush that is.often inaccurate, ‘f":~,_»_ . o s Ny T

the sense .that orthodox Christians. in the Methodist tradition i but;hu.f T

you ve' been:lees than satisfied with the reaction to your remarks -
with respect to Lerner 8 pOllthS of meaning.v Have you given that L
phrase back to Lerner’ fo : Y P

o ‘ i PR . '>,
. R . N o B B J . . ! FE
y ’ ‘ . . ’ \ - i !

'9;" MRS;”CLINTONi‘ f,never knewvit(whé‘hisl (Laughter ) S

Q Here s how I would frame that kind of thing,‘okay°' S

there s\a lot. of vagueness going. on, there s a- lack of theological
formation, even the simplest way kind of things —— you ve got\with
the Jesuits, presumably, and 8o forth -- that you got even when you '
were 14 years old. - So without asking you SLgn off on* each article offVll‘ ‘
‘the" Creed ~--"1 don‘t. know how to put: this to you -- but have you been’ﬂ,‘{"”'f"
unfairly identified as New Age? ' : ' '

Lo -, R P . ",»‘
o S, o N - N . ¢ P I

;MRS. CLINTON:_ oh yes. Q‘Jf xff ;“g . lgth B Com el

' ‘Qf" It seems to me’ you fe an old fashioned Methodist. TR
MRS CLINTON' That 8 exactly rlght.; T mean,)I thought '

that was 80" strange. But I think it s part of the problem~that bol ;[ w;.;vi:?"
Steven Carter talks about in The- Culture of Disbelief " The secular )
- press doesn t know how to talk about- religion except in. stereotypes. : f‘lw'~4}
I think they‘ve. done -a- great disservice to. many people who are in "”" IR
what is loosely called the religious right.A T think the people who
are searching for meaning and order in their lives are naturally i
going to be trying to. have a theology that gives them answers’ to i 0_"1't
difficult questions “posed . by modern’ times. I have a great deal of e
sympathy for that, and I ‘think it is unfair to the great number. of (‘1b o
- people who identify themselves in such ways -= either evangelicals or s “
fundamentalists ~-= to’ stereotype them.\ I, think some ‘of. their leaders R

are, as pharisees have always been, wxlling to, manipulate people for o Sy

. v\r':'.--} - S v R
. ) . v A v 3 S R BRI
. . \ . . .

Then I think, whether you talk. about the mainline 13J, {J‘Tva_‘h.
denominations or the struggles within the Roman Catholic Church or . - -

know what they re’ talking about.‘ And so they paint with a very broad

. e . . o . < . '
Tt N N .
B B L -

- Would you see’ yourself as .an orthodox: Christian in [t

certainly not alone in the Methodist ‘tradition ~- believe in Father,; S '_Q{ :
Son,.and Holy Spirit, believe in Jesus Christ? Billy Graham, where T
are you now that I need you - and the need for redemption? ‘-“; { o

. " : o Lo - - Y N ‘ ’ : o
. -] B . R « s L ., L i "‘
G UMORE o T o L T e
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consider myself someone with a contxnuxng‘challenge to 'become ' a

. o ‘Christian. “One of. the” differences that I ‘have with some’ of the B
' K denomxnatione ie the ‘idea ‘that ‘one’s. Christianity is sealed at the S

o moment that’ you accept .Christ as’ your Savior and become in whatever
waya are open to you-'a' practicing Christian. ‘I thlnk that rt ig A

‘i .. what T ehould be achieving.ﬂ,, ”1” S

Lo R § gave & talk: 1aat year ‘at’ the natlonal prayer 1pnch
AR about how difficult it is’ in my experience to be a Christian.f And
‘Ei ”’iso, although I believe in what I view as the fundamental tenante of

chrietianity, I, find that it is eomething ‘I have to- 'struggle with -

clevery day to live up to and«to be open’ to.q And. T thlnk one of the: :'.

great dxffrcultxee we have ‘now wlthxn the Chrlstxan communxty is the .

occurred throughout h;story, we’ re 3uet going through another perlod
L of it - that overslmpllfiee Chrxet 8’ meesage, whlch convenxently ‘
,-V‘;‘.throws out great pleces of it that don t fit a polrt;cal ‘agenda. - And
A '-“i1,ff~I belxeve it’s important-. for’ all of us who want to be” worthy of*bexng
' «called Christiane to constantly strlve .to . do better and to be open to

PR ”new definitrone ae to what it meane to be»a Chrxatxan today. \xvdon '_t_"',:'j

k2 P

‘ k‘.‘(‘END OF' TAPEé)" :'. H ‘ , ,; . <.  ) :~ t‘ v 4- - vl B S ,:;. o ‘ ..‘. -‘ —',

[ T MRS. CLINTON' '{I belxeve ‘in all of those thxnge.; .

gfft never—ending challenge. And‘I believe that every day I fall short of

‘7,~,~,; ’]:attempt to capture the definition of Chrxetianzty - whlch ‘has always ‘
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