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o Interv1ew w1th the Flrst Lady
. . -by. WJAR Radio," Detr01t MI '
N -‘; o Vla telephone C
._Q: Mrs; Cllnton how are‘you°“5t »ga}“?f",, Q}fc“ﬂjo“

MRS CLINTON°1 I'm flne how are you d01ng° f:i-

#

xgﬂQ:j We understand that you had dlnner, or at least met w1th
'fPrlncess Dlana thls weekend w1ll you tell us’ about that9'

"VMRS CLINTON., Yes I dld I had lunch w1th her on Saturday at

-the British - Embassy. ' About 30 people were invited. to come’ there,'
- and I -had some private tlme with her before the lunch .and. found

\'her to be a dellghtful down to earth funny, charmlng young

' .woman, I must’ say  that: I was very pleased to have. had the

Ty

"opportunlty to see her face to face.. ' Because as someodne who-

fQ:f Mrs. Cllnton dld you p01nt out to her that 1f she was reallyw

often. reads about myself in, the .paper, ‘I never belleve anythlng
anymore unless I absolutely get to meet someone. =

',trylng to get away - from the harsh glare of the medla, that ‘New

York was the wrong place to go7v: SR o ST ,»rf

‘ijRS CLINTON" Well New York and Washlngton, you re absolutely

right. But -I think: she is 1nterested in the arts, she’s -

E 1nterested in prOJects like AIDS treatment and preventlon,

L

: partlcularly for children. ‘1In addltlon to: meeting people” and'

attending some social. engagements, ‘she really pursued  some" of e
those 1nterests, whlch I respect a great deal about her..“‘ S

d’-'Q: We talked earller th1s hour to Kenneth Woodward of Newsweek

.~ who, as you know does a story on you' in the, on your: rellglous‘ T
”jbellefs, in the magazine, this; week;, ahd it is’ soméwhat B

. surprising because I don’t" “think most of us ever thought of .
‘Hillary" Cllnton as an "Old Fashloned Methodlst " 1s that an apt
ldescr1pt10n°'"u.: S : . ) .

/'u AN ;
.

MRS CLINTDN*» Well E, thlnk 1t is. I mean I have very strong
religious. bellefs, and take" my falth very serlously and - ' e
personally, I don’t talk’ about 1t ‘much. -, I was willing to talk to.

',hlm because he is a serlous journallst who has studled written

.‘- H 4 . ' . t. B



" of our- llfe together.f

- -together to f1gure out 'how we make "abortion, in my- ‘husband’s

© word, safe. -and: rare but . legal.f There are- s1tuatlons that I do
© . not th1nk that any ‘of .-us. should. subst1tute our own judgement or
‘,experlence or morallty for . that of a woman.and her. phy51c1an, or

:and r1ght. R ~-f,»‘l an R -’-"'f’a“‘ e

\

o about rellglous bellefs for years But 1t is someth1ng that has '
'“been a b1g part of my - llfe, ever s1nce I was a llttle g1rl.

{fQEi One of the b1ggest buzz words in Amerlca today 1s "abortlon "
/5And in the ‘article, he suggests that you feel that abortion'is
,'wrong, but should not. be cr1m1nallzed ,1s that accurate’ ‘ '

MRS CLINTON" That 1s.e Obv1ously, 1n some cases, 1t is a very

v-d1ff1cult dec1slon, ‘and’ I respect ‘the - r1ght of consc1ence._ ‘You .
. know I’ve come ‘in my. own mind to think about this issue as really

pro-conscience’ in the sense of try1ng to. change people s

' attitudes’ and feellngs so- that if a decision is made .to choose s
' abortion is done only after the most careful soul searchlng I
“think the issue‘has. become so polarlzlng and ne1ther side on.the

divide, is really. reflectlng what most of us in the great muddledl‘

‘middle- feel which is’;that we do ‘not - approve, ‘we are-not happy '
\rabout the number of abortlons ‘but- cannot imagine. what

¢riminalization would .do té ‘women and doctors and just the fabrlcli

. P
A 5

,,‘Q: Well pro cholce then to you does not necessarlly mean k
_abortlon on demand’ ' Co o

\.'\-' A

MRS CLINTON.' No it: does not Theudebate has really gotten so "’
' distorted ‘over the last years.n#I would llke it if we.could”

perhaps call a verbBal truce, and for people on all s1des to work_

in"many instarices even her parents or her husband ‘But I think

" “‘that we have to do a: better jOb of talk1ng about what ‘is. really a
,dlfflcult moral dilemma. , As opposed to' screaming at 'each other

across. the d1v1de that I thlnk 1s very unproductlve.::‘. o
’ . “w ) Sy i o .\ o "‘...,

Qs That is: a far more - reasoned explanatlon of a polnt of view -

that I have ever - heard from either side of the very zealous left

Ty

- \MRS CLINTON'3 Well you Know ° I th1nk that is- one of our’ problems
‘.in America r1ght now. Many of us who are: worklng our way. through

d1ff1cult dec1slons, we - need- to ‘cool’ our rhetoric and-we need to

.stop. the verbal barrage and try to work. through how we are golng o

to deal with- very serious problems, that is one. - But certa1nly

the high ‘divorce rate . botheérs me; .the break down of the: family, ° R
"teenage’ pregnancy, ‘and the violence in. our communities. I ‘know-

it’s -hard to 'say in.a polltlcal season.but I would. be a lot-

'jhappler instead . of hurdllng thirty second ads at. ‘each” other,. 1f
: candldates would be given the" opportun1ty by the electorate to
"have much” more thoughtful d1scusslons with each .other and with

the: voters., I regret deeply that -we are turn1ng this electlong7“

J'1nto sloganeer1ng,_espec1ally ‘when, i th1nk that there has beenf

st R . . R , N SR


http:explanation.of
http:crimina,lizationwou.ld

I

i

P

R
i
o

P

P

o

~. ' some other Democratlc candldates.”:'i

1 .

P

very tough 1ssues. -And that 1s what we should look .at.

'“1,Q: Both 51des are great at mudsllnglng on telev151on and we llvej

~in a world of soundbltes and at least for now that's the way it
lS. . . . f JELI .

MRS CLINTON.) It is regrettable though [ff~:\f.,f.ﬁf§ '

,’g”Q: Desplte the fact that nobody llkes 1t Speaklng of polltlcs
.- it.is going to be a polltloal visit for you today, .you ‘are g01ng

I assume, campalgnlng “and raising. some money for Bob Carr and

.

‘ ‘ MRS CLINTON" That's rlght. ;fI am. and I'm looklng forward to~i_
. belng there too..t o R T PN oL

£

. £ - LR AT s, . A

Qe Where w1ll you be" {‘ “.j,hﬂ;i\gﬂ r;ﬁ\ﬁ-“if»w;<j»,i""

 MRS. CLINTON. I w1ll be in- Detrolt and rlght out51de of Detrolt.

"I am g01ng first to Connecticut and then I fly into the alrport.y
“I will be- w1th Mrs. Carr -and’ we' are golng ‘to a. fundralslng event,

actually I guess two or ‘three’ of them 'in ‘a row. - I w1ll ‘be seelng

‘a lot of people who are supportlng Bob Carr for the Senate.

' Q ‘On the 1ast poll that I heard about he is probably flve to
elght p01nts behind Spencer. Abraham, hlS Republlcan opponent., He. -
"has a- long way to go. “This ‘is. a: very 1nterest1ng, as you. know, ... ...
off year election.year, all kinds of interesting: electlon ‘races = .

‘around the country, a couple of them here but it looks 1t is » o

p0551ble that the United . States Senate could be controlled by the
“*Republicans. -How does your" husband the President, obv1ously he .

does not 11ke thls, but what does he say about 1t7'

1

. MRS CLINTON.: I thlnk that he would say as; he has over and over .

~again that we hope that voters are. maklng 1nformed de01s1ons and .
“not just reaotlng as it is often ‘the case w1th any eléction but
partlcularly today, the midterm electlon.. I was- laughlng w1th my
husband the other, .day because if you look at somebody like Bob:

‘carr I mean it seems to ‘me that ‘the . people, of Mlghlgan wantedxan ~,j

- economic’ recovery that would be’ fueled by respons1ble budgetlng

'1n Washlngton ‘and ‘he voted for that. -The deficit as. of' today. is

- going to be 203 billion, and that is far below what it was

prOJected to be when George Bush was ‘President and my husband: was'~i

~elected. . I thlnk that it is so. 1ronlc that for some reason.
nelther thls Presmdent nor- courageous members of . Congress, llke*

.Bob carr’ gets the credit they deserve for yotlng for a crime blll

Wthh is golng to put I thlnk .some: three to four hundred more

pollce on. the streets in. Mlchlgan, whlch w1ll have an 1mpact on “H‘

crlme.;* e R S

: AR

.

‘some honest effort on the part of my husband and Democrats as .

- [
. o .
. | g

:'well ‘as some. Republlcans in the last. twenty months deal w1th some

3o


http:Iwill.be
http:J:)~spi.te
http:teleV1S1.0nand',we"ll.ve

. . R i . S S . E U . s . . PR L. N > -
N N - R E . e S . R . g A L S
. e - . o B B - “ M . oL . AN N ’

. . c - . . .
o . A . . . . . * - : N B

' ‘ © Qs But as’ you know the crlme blll was a very cr1t1c1zed blll

-.the word. "pork" was’ associated:with it as much as crlme was. lt-ff' ol

A ",

ljwas not a unlversally popular blll. -

. /MRS CLINTON., But 1sn’t that 1nterest1ng Here was a blll that
. . had been stuck in Washlngton and all of the grldlock over the -

“last six years.’ This President breaks it ‘loose,. the Republlcans:mﬂ~<””

- voted for everythlng that was~1n that- blll . "Then. at the.end ,
. they adopt a very callous polltlcal strategy to call’ thlngs that
they had voted for, pcrk in order to try‘to deprlve the Pre91dent
T :‘of ‘a v1ctory, that‘was really a v1ctory for the people of thls
.~ 7 country. ' So my problem is -that I do not. mlnd anyone., belng B
’ ,f"agalnst anythlng ny - husband Bob Carr, or any Democrat 'is for, ,f'
.. - but-I want them to- have accurate 1nformatlon. ‘If they have
BN accurate 1nformat10n, ‘they are going to scratch their- heads and
B ‘'say, "you know these fellows really have done a lot on the-
. deficit and crime and a lot.of other, 1ssues.ﬂ,‘ It is “Jjust..
'.unfortunate that too often the technlque that calling somethlng

’by a name is. more effectlve then gettlng the facts out . \Jfr‘t“

o RJQ: But 1t has been the rule hasn't 1t 1n pOllthS An Amerlca
AR ;;‘for as long as pOllthS has ex1sted 1n Amerlca.}f- » .

MRS CLINTON' Well 1t's been and has always been a part of our
' ‘Lpolltlcal life but 1t seems to be worse today I thlnk that

...maybe because people are- preoccupled with thelr own.. llves, there‘»”"

('

~
<. - are a “lot of ‘issues that all of us are trying to address, our.
: " ‘families and our work -.our’ communltles, and because of the .
--‘relentless barrage of advert1s1ng and a 'lot of -the other means of
- repetltlvely saying something whether 1t 1s true or not.  I.think .
" that people get a little off" balance. Agaln I want everyone to -
s have. accurate 1nformat10n. For. example, ‘the idea that there is’
«~”someth1ng ‘like. 400,000 people in Mlchlgan who are actually O L
. getting.a tax break because ‘of: the ‘budget.. . There .is a vast: "f“
- ‘majority. of people in, Mlchlgan who saw no dlfference at-all in
*A"fthelr taxes where: 41,000 or so- of the- wealthlest people in. .

during the 1980's.\ Now as a person who was ' ralsed ‘in. the: mlddle B
- class by a- conservative - father, Itve llstened to my father who 1s,_2
- no- 1onger ‘with us, speak in my head and- I think that he would say
~that is a pretty good deal. But for some reason. that is not ;‘
_yfgettlng through to people and T thlnk it- 1s because of all the
other 1ssues 1n our llves rlght now. s : AR

Qs Would you campalgn for Ted Kennedy 1n Massachusetts, where he
-~ isy apparently has the flght of hlS llfe on- hlS hands.,~x S
e MRS CLINTON'V I already have and I would be happy to do so““
ey '\agaln.. I have seen first hand what an effectlve Senator: heiis
o . and not only in terms. of’lmportant leglslatlon, like all.of the ™
I “school leglslatlon we have passed in the-last: twenty months,
t " partlcularly college loans for mlddle 1ncome famllles, but -

L . . 5 Ci . A

.Michigan had to: pay thelr fair share because frankly they did not ’VQ,.”T
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'fi“zzx because he is one of the Senators whovcan effect1vely work w1th
‘ Republlcans and: Democrats, which may be a surprise to some of -
your llsteners._ For 1nstance, ‘Senator Orin Hatch, from Utah, af
‘very staunch Republican, had said over and ‘over agaln that’ Ted
Kennedy is one of those Senators who can' ¢ross party‘llnes.- And B

l my goodness we need h1m now more than ever. - .-_l S
Q: Mrs. Cllnton 1t has.been a pleasure to talklng to you th1s

' » morning and I. hope that you w1ll\en]oy your visit to Detroit th1s
‘.afternoon.« We will try’ to hold off those\forecasted late ,
afternoon showers.' R T L M / :

O

MRS CLINTON" Oh thank you and 1t was a. pleasure talklng to you

agaln..: e R _y o -_ Lo oL oo DR
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