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Interview with. the "First:Lady" . 
, '.bY WJAR~adio,' Detroit;' :MI 

,,"Via'telephone'. , , 
,-', ,t ,;, , . • 

" , 

: ", - " , ' ,. 

MRS.'CLI~TON: "I'm fine"how areyou'doing? 
. " ", I,.' 

Q: , We und~rstand that you' llad dinner, or at least~et ,with,',", 
Princess Dian,a this, week~nd, will you ,t,ell us' about that? 

'. < '-,:,,'. • :. _' • \. ,J' " - .' ':~ '. . \ • " • ' • . :', ,~ " 

MRS~, CLINTON: 'Y~S,"'Idid~ I 'had ,ltinch with her dn"saturd~y at: ' ' 
the B;ritish~Embas~y .'; 'About 3'0 'peopl~ wer'e invl.ted, ~6 c;:o:ine..:th~re, , 

.. ,and.'Ih~dsome private time' with' her :before the lun9h, a:nd ,found, ' 
her 'to be a delightful,' dow,n to earth', : 'funny', charming' young ;, :,' 
,woman, I ,:must' s.~y, that, I "was ,very pleased to have hiild ,the '\, 
opportunity,tb see ~'he~.' face to ~c\ce., Because ',as som~6ne who, 1. 
often, reads ,~bout 'myself' in,the. paper, ,I ,never believe ,anything , 
anYIpore unless :r absolu:~elyget to'ineet,~6meone~: '," ';" "', " 

J.' .,,' .;, ' 

,'Q:Mrs. ' Clinton: did yo~,poih.t out to 'hei:- that' ,if she was r,ecHly 
trying to get away, frpm the harsh glare' of the l'gedia, that ,New' 
York, was,'the~,wrong ,place to go?, " . "'" " '/ 

, ., ' . '. \' ­

'r , ' , ' ,,', '" , , I 

MRS. CLINTON,: , " Well N~W York arid washingtonr,'you"re abso'lu:tely., :', 
right. But 'I ,think'she is: interested ,in the arts, she's " 
interested in 'projects like AIDS 'treatment and prevention". 
particulariy for childreh., 'T:raqdi~ion to,meetingpe,Qple ~ and: 
attending some ,socialengageinents~'she'really pursued ,some: of 
those' interests, whic:q.: Irespect>a 'great deal; about-her:,'. . , , , "~ 

, " \ " 

Q: ",We{ 'talked earlier 'this hour': to 'K~rineth Woodward of New~~eek, 
who, asyo:u'knpwdoes 'a'story, on, 'you' in the>oriyou.r religious ' 
beliefs; :in tl:ie' magazine, this:, we~k, and 'it is' s,om'ewhat ' 
surprising 'because I, don:',t :thin.k most of us ever thought6t', 
Hillary' CI·inton as~' an '''O,ld, Fashion~d 'Methodist; II, ;is"that an apt ' . . , ' 

,d~scriptioni \ , " , 

MRS'.CLI;NTbN:, ,Well I~ think ~t -i~. :I 'mea~ -Iha,ve ,veiYstr~ng. ., "" religious belIefs, and take"my fqithvery ',seripusly' and , 
personal,ly" I..don'ttalk ~about, it,'muc::h." I was willing to :talk'to 
him",becau's~"he isa' s~rio,us,.journali~t :Who, ,has; studied written ,r 

. , . ; , ,~ .,.\, ' 

, " 
.. ,', 

" ~, 
''\'' " " 

( , 

" ' 
f ~' 

:' ',' 

'I' . 
; , 

"\ . 

, Q: 



.' 1."­

• J. '.' .,2
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\f...•c, 

' (.' . about religious .·beliefs·.. for years. ,B\lt'it . is .'son1~thing that has 
. , . been a 	 big 'part of my·.life/~·ever.sinc¢,I.was;.a little, gir,l.',. '.. ' 

Q':': on~Of'·.t~e biggest'buzzwor~s ·in Arii~~i~a .today is :';abortiqn~" 
..' And in the· article,. he suggests .that you' feeT th~t' abortion" is '. :' 

j'." 

wrong, . but" ~hould not be crim:inalized,. is that accurate?'· ' 
. I. 	 .',

" \ . " .,,' ~'. .' .' '. \' '. 

MRS.~ CLINTON: ,That iS~Obviously" .in somecases'.,;i1;: is aVerY' 

diff icultdec:isfon, . ·.and I, respeCt :·the . right of conscience. ': :You . 


. . . know·I've 'come 'i'nmy owriinindto think .al;>out ·.thisissue'as realty 

.'. pro-conscience: ,in the' sense ·of' trying to change peo'ple"s' . 

. . attitudes and feeli'rtgs·so that if a 'decision ,is made .t'o choose 


• , • • " ,. .. J ,,~ , .' ," " . '• ' "', 

, abort10n lS done only. after· the most careful soul search1ng .. I, 
" .··.~hink the is·sue'.has, becolrle ~o polarizing. and neither. side on.the· 

. divide, is-really, ref'iecting what most of.~s in th~. great .muddled:" 
, I • .. • •. I ," . 	 .

m1qdle 'feel Wh1Ch- lS: that. we do 'not . approve., .' we are· not happy' . 
·d '.. 

y,. . ' about the number 'of 'a:bortionsbut cannot iIl1ag'ine:~. what· ' 
crimina,lizationwou.ld :do, to . ,women and doctors arid 'just the fabric' 

.'·of our life together. . .' .. , . 
. ", 

• . "" ~. ,\. 	 ~' " ". ,J 

\ 	 , 
.. I, 	 f . 

.' 
Q: Well .pro-choice. then .to you does not :necessarily mean 


. abortion on clem'and?" ,'\ ., , . 

, .. ­' 

MRS: :'CLINTON: No it does not ..The"debate hasreailygotte~'~o . 

:"a~ distorted.:o·vei: .the ·last.y~ar~;~I- W9uld like. it if, w~, could:' .~... '
'. : 

"\ 11. 	 .perhapscall,~ vernal truce~ "and for.pe0i;>.,le0r:t al~ sides·towork. . 
. ' )~'. 	 together to f 19ure out "how we make.abortl0n, 1:n my husband's' .' . '" 


word, safe··and rare but legal. The.re ,are' situations that'I, do. 

riot think that any' of. /us.should substitut~ ,:our own judgement or 


,experience or morality,for.that'of a woman and her physician, or 
in" many· instances even her. parents l or her .husband.· .'But i think . 
that we have to do 'a' better' j6b oftal·king about whatis.·reallya 

,difficult moral dilemma., As opposed to" screaming ateachoth~r 
ac·ross. thedivide,thilt'I think is 'very unproductive. . . . 

. . ...,. .' \',.. "" " 

"i. 	 ..," ....•. . , . • " ' ..• ' .'. I,. ',I. I .,.':.',' ..,. • •. ' \, , . . • ''',. I 

'. :Q:That is:.a "far more reasoned explanation.of' a point .of view' 
that I hav~ ever heard from either·side of the ver;y zealous. left 

" .and right.·' . " . . . 'i ., '. 
. /n~ 	 -, ,t 

,\ ,MRS. CLINTON:' . Well, :you. know" I think; that' is .' one 'of our'. problems 
. in' America r'ight now'. 'Many of' u5who are~ working our. way, through· '.' 
difficult decisions, we need<tocool' bur rhetor:ic and.:we ·need.to 

. stop the verbal 'barrage~'arid try to work through how ,we ar~ going'·;' 
to deal ' with . very ·seriou's problems" that 'is one ~ 'But 'certainly' ".. 
the high 'divorce "ratebothers me'; the. br,eak' downof:',the: family, 

'teenage' pregnancy, 'and .the violence iri our communH:ies. I 'kn.ow" 
it' s.hargto ·'sayin. a pOlitical'season :rbut I. WOUld; bealot', ' .. 

. happier instead of hurdling thirty 'second~ ads at·.each· other ~. 'if' 
'candidates would be giv:en ,the'9Pportunity by.the·electorate to 
hav~ ~uch'mor~' th(jughtful disqussiol1s',with ea,?hoth7r anq w~th 
the· voters ~ . I. regret deeply. that, we are turn1ng, th1s electl:on. 
int.o.sloga'neering" . ~spec.~a'lIYwhe.n.' I think that :the;re has, been', 
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,! ,spme hone,st, effo,rt ,on the,:patt of- ,my ,h\lsband and' Democrats as , 
, wel+' as ,some, Repub+icaris' in ,the' la:,st tweinty;month,sdeal ,with some 
; very tough .issu~s.,And .that ,is what"we sh6u1d 'lpek "at. ' ',\':, 

• • < "~ , ' " i· 	 .. 

\,,' 	 , t. , • ,I. . ..: ' . : ,,:".. {, ~" '. ".' i' . "..' . . ....~ •. 

,Q: Bot.h ~l.des are great :at,mudsll.ngJ.:ng' b.n teleV1S1.0nand',we"ll.ve 
_ -ih a'world of' soundbites a~d' at least; for n,ow:that,~s,thewayrt, 

is~ ... ~: 
,. 	 "'.,'",- . , .~\, 	 , ,!, , ,,' MR~i: 'CLINTON: It' ,is':r~grettable though~", : " .' :-' 

'. " " l ' • 

• "': .', : 't_ • ; ,<' • .1 " ',' , ' I ~.' '., :".' . '. • , 

"'Q: 'J:)~spi.te\ thef,act·that nobody 'likes it.,,' $peaking o,fpoliti.c~, 
it"is,going td be,apolitical vis,it for you today, ,you ,are going 
Ias~ume, campai~ning',and ra.is'ing, some 'money ,for Bob Carr and, ,',' 

\ 	some other Democratic' 'candidat~s ~ , " , " / , ' ' 

"MRS,~ CLINTON: ,That'"s ;right'• .' . ~± ~m:.arid 'I'm Iookin§J..forward to 
'beingtl)ere, too;:' , " , 

.' r' ~ ._. _.r' '. . 	 , I : .. .' 
.: .1'- . -," 

. " ~. , 	 \ /- , ", . 
" 

Q:"Wbere will;y'ou be? 	
" '.. " , . \' , . " " I ' 

MRS. CLINTON:' ·i~i.ll: be "in Detr6it ,arid~ignt outside of Detidit.' 
'I am goingfirst'toconnectiyut 'andtlien I fly into the airport~ 
"'I will be' with ,Mrs. Carrarid'we;"a:te going'to 'a, fundraising ev.ent" 

",', actually I guess 'two or,tpree' of':Ehe~ ',in 'a ,row., ',Iwill.be '~e,eing, ' . 
, ,a lot; ,of 'people who are suppor'ting ~o~Carr for'.the ~Senate., :'. '\i' 

, 	 .~, 

" '" \ :' ,~ , ' ' ( , ,,' , :, ", "'" ",,' ' . ,', 

,Q:' . On the, last pol,l that ,I 'heard about"he', is pro~ably, five to 'j: 

'eight points behi'nd$peincer, Abraham, his'Republican opponent. '; He • t,· 

has a lqng 'way, t,O ,gp .:This 'is;, a: very.' interesting,: as' YOl,l, ~now, 
off year electj,on, year;' all kinds ,o~ interesting;'election'races :, 

'around ,the ,collntry, a ,coupl'eof 't.hE\nn ' here, 'b.ut , it 'looks ~t ',is;, ,,' , 
possible'that ,theUnit,ed states ,Senate' could be, controlled, ,by' the " \ 

.-,~ " '·Repub+icans. .How does· your' husban,d'"the 'President, ,oh,viously' he \ 
"does, notlikethi's, , but ,what, .does he say :about It? ' , ',. 

','
• : • 'f '. , ~'\ ,'. :, i, • '. -, , "... , . , ~. .. ' 

.• '1 • MRS. "'CLINTON: It;hink that he' ,~OUld,' say as) he has over and over ' 
,; again that,'we hope that voters are .makirig:informed· '<;iecisions and; 
, , not ,.j"list reacting, as :Lt 1S 'often ',the case witil any election but 

particularly today, ,the midterm election. 'I, was' la'ughing with my 
hu~ba:nd .t.he, ,other, day because, if you look at somebody' like Bob ' 

, ' Carr I .'m~~n it seems ,to '~e tha,t~ :th.ei,pe9ple: ~f, Mif1;~gan. Viante<;\, all' 
, economl.C recove+,y \that'would b,e fueled by r~sponsl.ble bud.ge't.J.:~ng, 

.~ '.' in washington and he voted for that~ The deficit as', of' today is 
, ' go'~'ng :to be .'2,03 billior'i','and 'that is far' below, what it, was ) , 
, 	projected to, be ,;when ,George. Bush, 'Was ..~residerit ,and my ,husbiuld, ~as 

elected.' 'I 'think that it i5so ,ironic, that for, some reason: ,i' 
,neither this .'President nor,:courageous' members,' of ,Congress" ,like', \' 
,Bob Carr ' gets. the crediti ~hey .deserve . f'or vet'ing for 'a cr ime 'bill", 
'which is goingtoput~, I think some, three to four hundred more, 
, poliC:e on, th'estreets, in-Mic~,igan, which, will,h-avean, impact: on , ) 

crime . / " , ,\ " ' '\' 
: ": "':"\",, 
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Q: " But'as'you know'.the crime"bil,liwas a v~i:y'criticized:bil1, 

. , ,the wo+:d, "porkn . was:associated;'with'it as much as, crime was.' It


"" ,.'was' not a uriiversa'lly popular bill. ,­, 	 . 
., ,­

MRS. 'CLINTON; But, isn't "that ,interesting. Here'w~s a 'bitl 'that 
had been stuck in Washington and all' of the grid'lockover ,the 
'la'stsix .y'ears'~,:, This pre~iden:t breaks it loose, the Republicans 
'v6tedfor ev~+:ything tha1:, w<;ls~in .'tbat:?b,ilL ,,'Then.at, the< end 
they adop:t a' ye.+:y' c~~lou§i :,politicalstrategy to ,call :th,~ngs that, 
t1)ey ,had voted .for, ,po'rk 'in order to tr'y \ to deprive the ~resideht 
,of 'a 'victory, that-was 'reailya V:ictory for .the people' of this:' 

" c::ountry. ' Sa my pr?b.1e~):s :that I "do I)ot .. mindailyone"befng.''." ,,':, 

aga~nst anythi!lg my 11l.isband, Bob Carr I or any Democrat is for, , " 


I, 'but, I ,want them 'to have -acc;:urate infbrmat~6n. :If they l1ave 

. '" • I • '-. ' . . ~. 	 ". _ ' 

aCQurat~ :l.nfo~matl.on, ,theyarego1"ng ,to, scratch t~el.r' h~ads: and\:' 
'say, "!'you know' thesef~llowS really have, (jone~ a lot on the" 
deficit and crime arid a lot, of, other, issues,. If, 'It' is 'just, , .', " 
urifoJ;tuna;te', that, too often the ".technique' that ':calliilg' sometl,1ing 
by a,' name is.. inote ef(ectiv~thEm, gettil)9 the',facts out~, "\ :' 

":' - :., f _ ..: ,1" ..' > '. ,,1,., :,' ,_. 

" ' 	 . . ..' ." , '.' ' . - ..'j. . • .,' .',. <. 
,Q:' But it has be'en the rule hasn't it., in: pqlitics.in AmerIca' 


\ , 'for a's 'long as politics has. existed 1,PAmerica.:.' , ' ' 

, , 	 ,~,-.' 

! : MRS:.. CLINTON:' 'well, it's ,be;;~ and"has"ahlC1Ys been a part.of· our 
• .' • . J. ,". " ,\ . ' , - , - ',,!' -\.,r poll.tl.cal J,l.fe ·but l.t seems to' be wci:r:se today .'1, thl.nk that 


'~ .' ,maybe because ;people arecpreoccupied witht~eir own. lives " -:there{' 

• , ,are. a }oto~ 'issue9 that ,afl of u~ '~:b~, 'trying to addre:ss,otir,. ,":. 


'," .' f,aml.ll.es' and our work,:'our communl.tl.es, and because of ,the ,,'. 

, 	 .' rel~ntJ,essbarrage of. advertising, and aldt' of ,tl1f?' other means,' 6f' 

repeti.tively ~aying: something, whetl?er, ·it}s tr,ue 'o..-r ·~ot.,: I, ·thin~, 
that people get a little,o~f" balance .. {\galnI want, everyone to 

('I ~ave acqurat~, in.forltlation. "For example, the' id~athat,th~re is' 
., , . somethi,ng like, 400,000 peopl"e. in Michigim who are, ·actuaB.y' , 

.getting ,a,taxbre'akbecause ·oe_ the 'b~dget., " ~he:re ,is a vast· 
"majorfty/ofpeQplfi!' iri.~ichligan ~l;losaw no p,ifferEmce at,'all in 

.. their ,taxes where 41,,000 qr sq of the::wealthie~:t; people in, , _'., 
. Mi¢higan had 'to' pay their fair share' because frankly they did riot, .' 

• .' , ' 4 '. 	 , ' ,. l. '.'. ~ ',' • ~, ' . • ' 

durl.~g th~ 1980'~". Now' as a person ,who .was 'ral.s~d ·l.nthe, ml.ddle ." . 
, class' by' a conservatiVe' .father , .I·',ve liste.ried to my fath.er ,who is_ 
no'. longer with us, speak in mY-head and I.-think that he would, say, . 

, .' i ." , , 	 ...., - 'f. • • .,' ,'-, '! . \ '.. ~'. 

, ',that l.S a .pretty good deal.' But ,for some reason, that, l.S not ~, , .. ' 
" ,'getting ,through to people andti'think it- is ,because. of' all the, 
'. 'obierissues .. in'our iivesright n9w~' "',- :' '..' ,::, . 

, , )," \' .' " 	 , .' I.­

Q: ' would. you, c~mpaign for' Ted ,K~nnedy' ir; Massachusetts , where_ h.e " 
is :appc:trentlyh~s,thefight o:f his life, on· hi's hands.' \ 

{ 
", MRS., CLiNTON f,t. ~lready Alive \ arid I WO~l.d,b~:ha.ppy' to do so 

,·again. ,'I hay-e' seel) first hand ,wh~t. an ef,fective Senator' hei,is 
and not orily, interms.,of l impor:tant legi.slation~' like ~l'l. qf, the" ' ..' 

's(1)ool ,legislatidnw~, h~ve passeci' in the, 'last ;twenty. mcmths,' ' " . 
particularly college "loans f,orIriiqdle' ~ncome,fa~ilie's , but' . , 

" . ... 
" \ .. 

. ..: ...~. . . , : :" , , 

\ ....." "' ' .' 

.\ 
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.1"'\ 
' . .;.... because he' i'sone ·of. the Senator.s. Yiho,,;can. ~:ffectively work with 
. ~. R'epublicansand Democrats,·w)1ich maybe a surprise to some of 


.. y6urlj!st'ene'rs'~' Forinstance;'Senat6r Orin Hatch, ftom utah, a. 

',\ '.'. 

'. ,I , very $taunchRepublican,:'had saidoverand,over 'again that" Ted 
.. Kennedy is one c;>f those Senato,rs, ,who. can· qros's party' "lines. 'And' 

I my goodness' ~ we . need hini now' more thari.: ever ~ .: ',,' 
. I . 

Q:' Mrs. Clinton it h~~ been a pleasu~e ·to t~lking .to you ·this 
". mornin~g" and I hope that' you' Wiir,enjoy your'visit~oDetroit thl.s 

afternooh. ' We w'i:ll 'try to hold off ·those \forecasted late ) . 
'afternoon showers.' \ .' . ',.: ( . 

" 

·MRS.· ·CLINTON:., ',Oh,thank yc;>u '~nd it was a·. pleasure talkin~to you 
again.,..,,' 

. 	 t. 

-, " END,· 
. /' 	 \ ;, 
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