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S Q Flrst Of . all what“wasjyohrgreaqtion”tofthe,,:“
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R;'fx’fyq MRS CLINTON._ Terrlflc.A WaShington'and Sééitle‘

;are leaders 1n ‘health care reform,,and also" understand what

KAlS at’ stake in turning this. economy around. A lot of new’

- jobs have been created-since the: Presldent has been 1n, we’ve
‘been " fortunate to ‘get . some: good blg contracts for" Washlngton
bu51nesses.3 S6. 1 think- the people of Washlngton understand -

; what we are trying to:do -in the- other Washlngton.  So 1 was

Very pleased by the receptlon.,;ﬂ:«

'f”~ Q In terms of hav1ng the blll that waslreally the
Cllnton blll taken out- of your hands,'and the. Democrats. :
saylng,."Well we' have a- sllghtly different’ ver81on," what 1s
. your reactlon to what has transplred 1n that reqard thls
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T Al MRS CLINTON Absolutely ‘what should have
happened.;”From the’ very beglnnlng, ‘when we’ made our’ *
presentation about what we- thought would work, the Pre81dent
sald ‘"Change it modlfy it, I° have one’ bottom llne. _ .
unlversal coverage._ Guaranteed 1nsurance for every ' '}:h”hw
Amerlcan S e e C»'p ;u o : : : :.!u R
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o ‘;a; We.. have expected thls, we have welcomed 1t
Because we; have .all learnéd a- lot. as the: debate has gone on.,
We want to-do 1t rlght ‘and. I thlnk the Amerlcan people want
it 'done: rlght So I thought that ‘was - exactly what should
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’%vm~i' Q What about the statement earller in the week

ﬁwheﬁr maybe "it' sounded as if you. were- backing away from

unlversal coverage, or, at. least your husband was? How ‘do’, ¢T~*3

you explaln that° *f;,,- v Eocrell u,gf e
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MRS. CLINTON: It just was totally misinterpreted.
If you look at the transcript of what he said, he was just
talking about the difficulties of even in a unlversal
system, like Social Security, ﬁor example, of guaranteeing
that every single person is in. But that doesn’t mean you
have to stop. You have to ccntlnue to try

So what we’re doing 1s saying, "You have got to
have a universal system." And, yes, it will take some years
before it is fully phased in, and even then, just like with
Social Security, there will be some people who fall between

"the cracks. But we have to keep working to get them as well.

Q I know that care for women and children is of
special interest to you. If a 'bill to your liking doesn’t
pass, what are the losses? What are the tragedies, if you
will, to women and women’s health care?

MRS. CLINTON " Well, women and children will be the
biggest losers if we. don’t get real health care reform,

.because women and children in today s .system are often the
ones left out.

There are many women worklng w1thout insurance, and
oftentimes, they are, single mothers, raising their children
on their own. There are many chlldren -who have problems that
could be prevented that don’t care, because even if they are
insured, oftentimes, their parents’ insurance doesn’t cover
well child care. So I just regret so much that if we do not
do real health care reform, the real. losers are all

‘Americans. But particularly children, first, and then women,
who have some special health needs that need attention.

Q What do you say td the small employers, the
small companies, who are concerned about the cost of health
care reform that they will have to bear? How do you convince
them your plan is a good one? g )

MRS. CLINTON: Ask them to look at Hawaii, which
has had an employer-employee system of paying for health care
since 1974. Not only do they have the lowest health care
costs in the entire country, but small business pays 30
percent less than small’ business in the rest of the country
does. We are about to give small business a big bargain if
they will actually study this and learn about it instead of
listening to people who, for their own political and

‘financial reasons, do not want health care to pass.
‘ { .
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Q. Politically spéaking, if a bill to your liking
doesn’t pass, what does this do to your standing or to the
President’s standing, know1ng how much you have got at stake
for passing health care reform7

MRS. CLINTON: Oh I don't know. I don’t think
like that. My attitude and, the President’s is that he was
elected to try to do what needed to be done in the country.
It’s not easy to change 12 years of neglect and the kind of
deficit and real 1rrespons1b111ty that was going on.

So it takes some tlme to change people’s attitudes
and to get a new vision about what we can do-as a country in
‘place. And you know, SOClal Security didn’t pass the first
time. A lot of things. Medlcare dldn’t pass the first time.
We know it’s tough. i

:But every day we delay having real health care
reform is another day we lose, 'and is another day in which
more Americans who are workﬂnqiwith'insurance today lose
insurance. We are going. in !the wrong direction. And the
costs for all of us who are 1nsured continue to go up

: .50 we won’t be 1osers. I mean, we will get up and
start agaln and keep flghtlng i1f, for some unforeseen reason,
we don’t get what we think is workable reform. The real
losers will be the American people ‘who will go back to being
the victim of an insurance industry that takes advantage of.
them and health care costs that they have no control over.

: Q 1If you had one,message to give the detractors of
your health care reform plan, who would those detractors be,
"and what would the message be’i

- MRS. CLINTON: Well, 'there are several different
kinds of detractors. People who are confused and concerned
about the future of health care reform, because they don’t
want to lose what they have, or, they fear that it might be a
system that would take choice away from them. I say, "Don’t
listen to what people are telllng you because that’s not at
all what the President has in mind. In fact, the President
wants to expand your choice, and to make what you have more
secure." ‘

Just like membersiof Congress, who get to choose

from amongst 300 different plans So, for those who are
concerned, I want to answer their concerns. :
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For the detractcrs who are polltlcally posturlng
and trying to score points agalnst the President who don’t-
really care about the people I :see every day who desperately
need health care reform, I ask them to search their
consciences and look in the mirror. And say, you know, how
would they feel if they were the parent of a child who was
being turned away- from. a hospltal emergency room because
there was no insurance. Or how would they feel if they were
the loved one of someone who desperately needed some kind of
health care, but had to postpone it and let the condition get
worse because their insurance dldn't cover it?-

I really believe 1n the Golden Rule; I think it’s a
good way to live your llfe.f And I would ask people who
don’t, for some reason, thlnk that every American should have’
what members of Congress have "Why°“

~ Q One of the real road blocks seems to be
abortion. How do you deal w1th that issue? Coalesce a big
enough group to pass a health care reform bill that would
pass that issue? «

MRS CLINTON Oh I thlnk the Congress will work
that out. There are members 1n the Congress who have very
different views about that issue that are all .committed to
health care reform. And I’m confident they will work out a
~very good way of dealing w1th that

Q And I have got: to'ask you one more question,
because my two little girls are dying to know: - Can Chelsea
have sleepovers at the Whlte House’

MRS. CLINTON: All the tine.

Q And does she have,to have Secret Service guys
there to watch the kids as they run around in their pajamas?

MRS. CLINTON: No, nq, no.
Do 1 . :

Q How is she doing? ,

. MRS. CLINTON: She’s doing great. Thank you for
asking. N : ‘

Q Good. Well, thank you very much.
i .
MRS. CLINTON: Thank. .you.
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Q Pleéasure to meet you.
MRS. CLINTON: Good to see you.
Q And I hope youjhave a fun, productive time
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" MRS. CLINTON: - Thank.you.
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