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" " Q' Fi:rstof" aJl", "i.ih~t:-'Vlal?' yo.:ur: reac.tipri .t~ 'tl;1e ' .. ., "'.". : re'ceptioI}' X6u got in ,Seattl~? ',' ',""" ,.,' ", "", 
, . ~ . ' ".' 

,'" ',' ,'MRS.' CLINTON: ' , 'i'~rr'if;iC'. " wa'sh~ngton and "S'e~ttle , 
" 

.,' '.' 

':are leaders' in' health care refOrm, , and,al'sd"under-starld what: 

"is' at".stake. inttiri-d.ng' th;is'.ecdnomy. around. ,A lot of n'e~., 


, ., jobs have' been c;reated'since 'the ,president'ha:sbeeriin; , we've 

• I I, ' 

'" \ 
'been "fd~t'u~at~: to" 'get, sPl1\~.'goqd./bigcontra,cts 'f.oi"Wa'shingtqn :--- _ .. 

, ' 
businesses., ; S,6" I think the, peoplepf 'w:ashingtpn', understand 
what 'w,e are trying t:o :do ,in the 'other.' Washington. SotI ,was" 

. ~ .. very'pieasedby ,the :'re.c~pt.i:on':1 ", ' , "; - ,":, :',":, 
)' , ' ','", '. . 

'._ ' " , i' ' '/ 
, ~,' , 

" ". ",". .'I'.Q' Iht~riTis b'f:, p;a\rl:ng'the bi,llthat', \:ias !~e.allY· tile' 
· 'Clinton bii.ltake'n 'o'uthof your'h~mds"and,the'Demociats ; '. 

, ;.', . , , ';', saying, . I'Well,'we' hav~.a;. slig'ht.:lY· diff;eremt.Ye:r:-sion," wh<;s.t\;lS:.. ' 
, ',!e "; \. your rf?action' to'wti'at has 'transpired in~ that regard.. this:", 

" 'J .. ',week? ',' ~ , \ ' , ' ',.. " 
: I I : " • /" " I " I ( ; .' .~ ',' , .. ' 

, " 

· . : .."_ 'MRS.CLINTO~:, . ,Absol.utelY,·WhatShOUl<;i have; 
,happened .. ;. 'From :the" very beginning, . 'when ,we' made6ur' 

" / .presentatio,n ,a.pout wha.t we,'thought, wc.n:iIdwork;, thePresl'd$i;lt· 
" said,' .~'c.hange·,it>mo<;iifY it"haveon.e' bottom" line; ".', 

, " .universa:rcoVerage..' Guara'nte~d' i'n's\.l.rance ·for· eve'ry ,", J," , .j.,.,' , American'. II ' .,,', .... ' .! ' . 
" 

" '\' ..... " ~I" '." ":::;: , ~-<:. \ ' I' 
"" " , 'I 

~'.' We. have expe¢tedthi~;' 'we have.' weicomed it.. 
.~ 'Because we; have -all .Jearl1~d a':~ot, af3 the deb<jlte,'hasgone' on.' '" 

..Wewant to !do it ,right; 'arid. I j:hin}(,:theAme~,iban peop,le, want' 
.. ,1t.'d0l1~ .r'ight", "so·.1: thol,lght ,that "was exactlywhats.hould:· ' , 

'haPEen. ",' ',' '. , . " .' I, '.' -',',e," ,.,' ':," .':"'. • 

.'.:' 


.', ·.'lr· , ' :'" 
" ' ,t " , ' ;' ;1 ~ , ~_: I,. '" ;' ,:!' .., . '. ' .' , ' " " .. '.'.' ....: / " " ',,' \ ' . 

, :, ",) .' .i .. 'Q· Wha:t;about ,the.: statement,ear,ller. in th,e wee;\( ,
", .'

.'; ,whe'ri" l;tIaybe, ''it'soLmgeci''as' if ,you were backing away ,from . 

. , · 'uriiversal '90verage, or,. at;, least , your :l).uf:;bandwas? How :q.o·'
, 

you 'explain that?, " .:,' . '~'" ' / ,," . 
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• MRS. CLINTON: It just was totally misinterpreted. 
If you look at the transcript of what he said , he was just 
talking about the difficulties ;of, even in a universal 
system , like.social Security, f;or'example , of guaranteeing 
that every single person is in.: But that doesn't mean you 
have to stop. You have to continue to try. 

So what we're doing i's saying, "You have got to 
have a universal system." And/l yes, it will take some years 
before, it is fully phased in, ~nd even then , just like with 
Social Security, there will be ,some people who fall between 

'the cracks. But we have to ke~p working to get them as well. 

Q I know that care f.or women and children is of 
special interest to you. If a ibill to your liking doesn't 
pass, what are the losses? What are the tragedies , if you 
willi to women and women/s health care?' 

MRS. CLH{TON: Well, ::women and children will be the 
biggest losers if we,don/t gel :real health care reform , 

,because women and children in t;odaY's,system are often the 
ones left out. 

There are many women working without insurance, and 
oftentimes, they are. single mothers , raising their children 
on their own. Th~re are ~any dhildrenwho have problems that 
couid be prevented that don't dare, because even if they are 
insured, oftentimes, their parents' insurance doesn't cover 
well child care. So I just regret so much that if we do not 
do real health care reform, th~ real, losers are all 

'Americans. But particularly ch'ildren, 'first,and then women, 
who have some speCial health n~eds that need att~ntion. 

Q What'do you say t6 the small employers, the 
small companies, who are conce~ned about the cost of health 
care reform that they will have to bear? How do you convince 
them your plan is a good one? ! 

i 

MRS. CLINTON: Ask tHem to look at Hawaii , which 
has had an employer-employee sy:stem of paying for health care 
since 1974. Not only do they ~ave the lowest health care 
costs in the entire country, but small business pays 30 
percent less than small busines's in the rest of the country 
does~ We are about to give sm~ll busineis a big bargain if 
they will actually study this and learn about it instead of 
listening to people who, for ttieir own political and 
financial reasons, do not want ~ealth bare to pass. 

I, 
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Q Politically sp~aking, if a bill to your liking 
dO,esn't pass, what does this do to your standing or to the 
President's standing, knowing how much you,have got at stake 
for passing health care reform? 

, I 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh,t I don't know. I don't think 
like that. My attitude and:the,President's is that he was 
elected to try to do what ne'eded to be done in the country. 
It's not easy to change '12 yeats of neglect and the kind of 
deficit and real irresponsibil~ty that was going on. 

I 1 

So it takes some tim~ to change people's attitudes 
and to get a new vision about- what we can do as a country in 
place. And you know, Social Security didn't pass the first 
time. A lot of things. Me4icare didn't pass the first time. 
We know it's tough. 

1 , 

But every day we del~y having real health care 
reform is another day we lose, land is another day in which 
more Americans who are work~ng :with insurance today lose 
insurance. We are going in :the,w~ong direction. And the 
costs for all of us who are :in~ured continue to go up. 

So we ~on't be lo~er~. I mean, we will get up and 
start again and keep fighti~g ~f, for some unforeseen reason, 
we don't get what we think ~s workable reform. The real 
losers will be the American :peqplewho will go back to being 
the victim of an insurance industry that takes advantage of 
them and health care costs that' they have no control over. ' 

Q If you had one imessage to give the detractors of 
your health care reform plan, who would those detractors be, 

'and what would the- message be? 

MRS. CLINTON: We~l, 'there are sev'eral different 
kinds of detractors. people who are confused and concerned 
about the future of hea'l th car~' reform, because they don't 
want to lose what they have ,: or; they fear that it might be a 
system that would takechoiqe away from them. I say, "Don't 
listen to what people are t~lling you because that's not at 
all what the President has fn mind. In fact, the President 
wants to expand your choice,: and to make what you have more 
secure." 

, 

Just like members ioftongress, who get to crioose 
• I

from amongst 300 dIfferent plans. So, for those who are 
concerned, I want to answerth~ir concerns . 
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For the detractor~ ~~o are politically posturirig 
and trying to score points ~gatnst the President who don't 
really care about the peopl~ I isee every day who desperately 
need health care reform, I ask them to search their 
consciences and look in the :mirror. And say, you know, how 
would they feel if they were the parent of a child who was 
being turned awayfrom.a hospitial emergency room because 
there was no insurance. Or ihowwould they feel if they were 

.j •

the loved one of someone who desperately needed some klnd of 
health care, but had to pos~pode it and let the conditio~get 
worse because their insuran~e didn't cover it? . 

, I 

I really believe in the Golden Rule; I think it's a 
good way to live your life. :.AJ1dI would. ask people who 
don't, for some reason, think that every American should have . I ,. 

what members of Congress have,. '''Why?'' . 
I 

Q One of the real road blocks .seems to be 
abortion. How do you deal ~itn that issue? Coalesce a big 
enough group to pass a health care reform bill that would 
pass that issue? . I 

, 
MRS. CLINTON: Oh~ I ~think the Congress will wo~k 

that out. There are :members iIi the Congress who have very 
different views about that issue that are all ,committed to 
health care reform. And I'm confident they will work out a 
very good way of dealing with that. 

Q And I have got:to :ask you one more question, 
because my two little girlslar~ dying to know: Can Chelsea 
have sleepovers at the Whit~Hduse? 

MRS. CLINTON: All the time. 

Q And does she have ~to have Secret Service guys 
there to watch the kids as theY; run around in their pajamas? 

MRS. CLINTON: No ,: n~, no. 
i 

Q How is she doing? : 

MRS. CLINTON: She's doing great. Thank you for 
I !.asking. 

Q Good. Well, thank you very much . .} 
I 
, I

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. 
, 
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Q Pleasure to meet you., 

MRS., CLINTON: Good to see you. 
,1 

Q And I hope youiha~e a fun, productive time in 
Seattle. 

t 

MRS. CLINTON; Th~nk.you. 
i 

; *~* * * * 

, 
t, 
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