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THE,WHITE HOUSE 
, I 

Office of ,the, Press SecretarY 
, ',.' 

Internal Transcript January 15, ,l996 " 

. :, 

INTERVIEW OF/THE, FIRST LADY 
BY SUSAN PAGE;

I,' , 
U:SA TODAY 

Q (In ,prog~~ss~ ) When I originally requ~sted this 
interview, I, hoped it. would turn on the book mostly. But ,there are 
other issues that " ,(inaudible.); In'the intervie'wthat you gave 
with the Los Angeles Times on Friday,. they wrote that story to ' 
reflect that you did notintenfi to go to'the Senate to testify before 
the D'Amato Committee. And in ,th~ int,erview I read this morning that 
you seemed to be considering that. Tell me what your view is on 
whether it would be a good idea for, you to testify. ' 

I ' ,
MRS. CLINTON: Well"we had a correction run on the L.A. 

Times story, and I think thatwas'Ljust a -- we 'have a transcript.' I 
think. the, reporter just m!.sunderstood it. 

, ' '. ,I Y " 

I am at the same 'place I have always been --I will 
cooperate. I will do whatever it"takes to get this ,matter resolved. 
I cannot wait for it to be ended.: There's no one that wants that 
,more than I.' And that I s what I have said; that I s what I will' 
continue to say.' And the various forms of the'cooperationand' the 
outreach, try~ng, to answer questions, I'll consider everything 'that 
could possibly help resolve th~s n:tatter. ' That',s what I want to try , 
to do. " ; ~. \ ,,; . 

, Q Do you think .th~ very dramatic sta'p of actually 
testifying, before this, $enate Whit;ewater Committee, ,CQuld th,at be a 
step that would,help you ,put ,this behind you, clear the air, move on? 

" ' j 'I . ,.. ~ ~ t 

MRS. CLINTON:, I really don't want to speculate on it 
because this whole situation changes so much,it's hard to find 
st,able, ground. And I will contin~e to answer qUestions a,s' I' 
understand them whenever they are' ',posed, but I don 't want to 
speculate about what might happen :in the future., 

. .". : . i . : .. ','J . ' . 

I would have' thought .,that ,the RTC reports would h,l1ve 
ended ,this. The original allecjationsabout,whether or not we lost 
money~ were we passive investo:t;'s, ,iand did we get any money from ' 
Madison S&L-- those hav~ all,~ee~answe.c'ed,and they've been 
answered as we said they,would'be:over the last foul;' years. ,Sol, 
never quite know where it I s going ,next~, But I '.11' just keep 
cooperating. 

, I 
' 

I 

, ; ,Q, Why do'. you think the l'.'rc 'reports' have not:, been 
, released publicly?" 

MRS. CLINTON: ' I don',tknow, Susan. 'I would really like 
to believe ,that this whole matter :1smotivated by a good-faith search 
for the ,facts .. And ,we have it $4-m'illion, two-year study by an, ' 
independent law firm with a Republ,ican U.S. attorney, and there are 
no press conferences held ~bout it:.. It is not; the subject of front~ 
page stories. So I don't know ~, 

( , 

And I 'would hope that:, for the sake of the', lUnerican 
public so that they could make :up theirmirid about all ~f this, they 
WOUld, get all the, facts, not justsom,ebody',s version of them, 'not the 
a,llegation of the week, but',th~ facts. 'And then I believe Americans' 
are fundamentally fair and they'll; make up their minds. ' 
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:Q Yousal.d you'dll.ke to bell.eve that this whole 

matter is motivated'by a good-;-fa.lth search of the facts., 0.0 you 
think, in fact, it is motivat~d ~Y that?, ' 

MRS. CLINTON: W~ll,i that's what I'm' going to continue 
to assume. 'I do ~hink there is'i!ncreasing eV1dence of politics. 
This is'the 1996 presidential,ye~r. But certainly, I hope that's 
what the motivation behind al1 of these investigations are. 

" . :., 
. . I' . 

, , ,Q ' You kn,ow, ,some :people see. kind of· classic partisan. 
political motivation,' the desire to hurt your husband in his .. 
reelection' prospects by, -- (inaudible.) I wonder if you think 
there's also maybe an element ,of .;almostan ideological backlash to, 
some of the things you've advocated, things you advocate in your 
book, that you talked about. during the health care fight. Do you 
think that could be an elem~nt in' the kind of ferocity of the attacks 
on you? ' ' 

, I ':: ,..',
MRS. CLINTON: 'I don't know. I think that some of what 

I have done in the last three ,yea:rs in speaking' out on issues has 
. c:ertainly caused controversy and has been used by political opponents 
of my husband to stir up opposition. But I also believe that it's 
very important for people to speak out on behalf of what they care 
about. That's why I wrote thi's book. And so,' for me, b~ing able to 
talk about whether it's health ca~e for children, or other issues' 
affecting children '.S. well-being is' as natural ,to me as getting up' in 
the morning. And if it causes controversy, then I guess that's just 
part of the price you pay in public life' these days.

, . , ,I '.' . 

• 

Q Do you think it;' s a piece of this whole, thing?


I ' 

MRS. CLINTON:' Ido'nlt know. But I think that it's 
possible that on the part of some people it could be.' . 

" ,'" ' ,.1· i , .. ' . ", 
Q ,Before we ,leave'the whole issue of 'testifying which, 

has 'become, the subj'ect of some; enormous speculation, some people look 
at this -- some -- (inaudible),";'-,on the TV yesterday, on the Sunday 
show said that you ought to testify because you're very poised, , 
you're very confident, you speak so well, that'you,would -- I don't 
want to use the word "win," because it's not -- but you would -- it 
would be a veryeffectiv~ forum for you befo~e the Whitewater ' 
committee, in the same way that O,liver North was very good when he 
testified before the Iran-Conti:a, :or'Anita Hill's testimony seemed so 
effective to many 'when. she wasitestifying before the committee. What 
do you think about·that, when you I think about the pros and,cons of 
considering, such a forum? ' 

'i 
MRS. CLINTON: Well, ,I think 'it would be like going to 

have your teeth drilled. (Laughter.) I can't,.imagine how ,it ,could, 
be anything but an ordeal, especially because unlike other instances, 
apparently there's no ground rules or solid ground for the basis of 
questions. ,They dig so many dry qoles that they keep digging more 
and my entire ,life is apparently fair game ~- things that I can't 
ever even remember half the time .. : ' 

So I don't think that it's some kind of game. I think 
this is very serious business arid.I think it's very sad that there, 
have been more than ,40 hearings on Whitewater and one 'on the " , 
Republicans' ,plan for Medica~e;', i don' ~ think those priorities are' 
appropriate. So I see this as 'very serl.OUS, ,I take it s4ariously, and 

• 

I will 'continue to do what I can to get it resolved. 


, 

Q . That wo'uldbe-: the g~tting:the teeth drilled 
would be the down side in going tci testify, the fact that it,is -­
it's a political form"nota legal: form so·there's sort of no rules 
that you can count on. What would be ,the'-- why'then would you 
consider doing it? What wou~d ,be the p,ros? 

i 
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MRS. CLINTO~: I'm l'!ot considering it or not ~onsidering
,it. Imiaan, it's just one,of those things that people ask me about 

and I don't have an answer oth.ei:'''lthan the one :I'vegiyen, you-;" that 
I~m just going to continue to:do ,whatever I can to get it'resolved, 
and'that,along with every other possible route to, try to get ,this , 
matter wrapped up, is "going to ibe,'looked at.' , , 

, Q Is, there another way to: go about: it? A press , 
conference,' or is there another way to go about answering every
question and so, on? ! " ' 

MRS ~ CLINTON: well':' I think if ;,;~' ci!ln, ~ver get to' a 
point where all the questions 'ar~ out there, as, opposed to trying the 
best I,can to answer questions -- lilfe at thel'ress 90nference nearly 

'two years ago I did the very best I could to answer questions. And ' 
then two years later I'm being told, ,well, that I didn't answer the 

"question that I should have answ~red 'even though it wasn't asked. If 
", 	we can ever get toa point w:h~re <everybody,'s que'stions are out ,there, 

then I think the American people will know what the answers are in 
whatever forum that takes, or'whether it just takes going down issue 
by issue, resolving it, whet;he,r, i:t' s throughRTC reports ,or special
counsel actioris-;" whatever it is, it wilt get resolved. 

I. ' • 

.' But. it's' very dif~icult.when y?u ,think that you h~lVe 
done the best you can to answerquestioris and,' in'fact, your answers' 
have remained the same, even though you couldn't answer everY sub­
category of the question, and thep they shift ground. They say, 
that's not what we meant ,to ask y~u, here's what we meant to' ask you. 
And so, let's juS!t let this thing: play out for a while and ,see where 

• 

. it leads. ' 


Q ,Just one last.question.,David Kendall, on one of 
the shows yesterday, said that' it, was not clear whether the 
congressional committee had the power 'to compel you to testify. And 
I was wondering, ,is it possible that down' the 'road you could see this 
-- (inaudible) -- this would not happen?

• 	 • I' , 

" I 	 '~. t

MRS. CLINTON: No, I mean, I,don't -- agal.n, I don't 
, want to speculate. But we have cooperated, we have turned over 
50,000 pages of documents. WeCwill continue to c06p~rate. 

I ',' '. . . . 

" 

Q One of the interesting things you said in the 
interview this morning with Di~rie,: Ream was. that' .olie way, that -- hoW; , 
the Travelgate controversy possibly has developed is because'you say 
you state your mind and aides interpret this as an order when you 
,didn't intend it'that:way.· Tell me about,that~ Do you thInk that's 
what has actually happened here ,with the,Wat;kilfs~S memo? 

I 	 ' 

MRS. CLINTON: ASlto that particular instance, I don't 
know. I ,will have to let David speak for hims~lf. But if you read 
the memo, he does not say that: I told,him.to do anything, which is 
certainly my distinct memory of, my involvement; .which was to express 
concern 'about the reports'of 'fina~cial mismanagement. But he paints 
a picture of people, second; 'third 'and fourth hand, conveying ,my 
concern, which then was taken in his mind, apparently, according to 
this memo, to be not just a statement of concern, but something more. 

, 	 I',,: , " 

• 
So I thought a lot a,bout this because I try as hard as I 

can to understand how things happen a certain way, and'I do believe' 
that in the first months --:- and year., probably.;.- of being in the 
White House I had a lot to, learn. , I had never lived in Washington. 

,I had never been part of the Washington political scene.' .And ,it's 
like moving into any ,new job, office, workplace, neighborhood -- " 
there are expectations and mores built into the environment. And up 
~nt~l, that' point -- I had worked, ever since I was 13, I I ve been' in::' '. 
many different wor,k environments,:and I've' always been an independent 

,person. And if I expressed an'; opinion, say, when I was' on one of the 
boards of directors I served on both in the corporate world and the 

, ""j " 	
" ','"\' 

http:told,him.to
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not-for-profit world, and I had ~aid something like, you know, "I' 
heard about some reports ,of 'finan,cdal mismanagement iri our operation
doWn there; we ought to look at that~ that 'should be taken seriously,
don't you think," nobody would have thought pf that as an order or a 

,direction. ,I certainly wouldl1't ,have. I'didn't have any authority 
to make such a direction to anybo,dy." 

I carried those same habits with me into the White ." 
House, so that I was yery direct with people -- that's the way I'd 
always been -- stated my· opinions;; did not make decisions on ~9. 9 
percent of things that I had opinions about because. I,' had my own 
direct, realm of operations. I might make a de,oision about what we're 
going 'to serve at the state dfnne:r, but not' other ,things. 

, 
But I, now realize --: and this may" sound naive, but, if 

you have a'long history of working and you've done so as an 
independent person, to all of :a sudden find that the habits of a 
li,fetime might be viewed differently, I think there's probably 

. something to that., 'So that it's' not j:ust Hi:P~ry Clinton saying,
hey, guys, I hear there's financial mismanagement in the Travel 
Office, this sounds like something. that 'should be looked into, it's 
the wife of th~ President, saying it.: So maybe that's what he means 

'by what ~e wrote in that memo., ; . , 
'. t.

I can only speak about what I did and who I spoke with. 
And I know that'I did not direct anybody to' go off and fire anybody,'
I didn't have the knowledge, I; didn't have the authority. But I did 
express congern. And I think !lnyc;>ne :who ,,,had heard about it and· 
didn't express concern probably would have been asleep at the switcJ:l. 

t· 

e' 

Q Did you express;concern not only about the " 


financial dealings of ;the Travel Office, but also the "we want to get

those people ,out and get our people in'~ - ­. , , I 

.MRS. qLINTON,: I don'lt remember that. And I"ve been 
consistent about that. But again"this was, -- my entire inVOlvement 
in this was limited to a few conversations on two days. The decision 
that was made later to replace! the wo'rkers in that. office was made ' 

,days after my last comment about 'it to anybody." So I don't think 
there's a cause and effect here. 'There may be some atmospherics that 
are out there. ,But it's like ~y husband one time made a passing 
comment that he liked bananas, 'and then, all of a sudden,· everywhere
he went, in the White House or' on ,:the road, there were bunches of 
bananas everywhere.· ,', ' . 

. My favorite s~ory:about this, that this really started 
becoming clear to me when we went :to France for the state dinner that 
the Mitterrands gave for us. ~er~ you on.that trip! 

Q, No. 
,'< 

• 

MRS', CLINTON: ~d I had a meeting with Mrs. 'Mitterrand 
earlier that day. And we talked 'about many of her concerns. She is 
a very active human rights' advocate. And at the end of the, 
conversation she said, I must apoYogize for our dinner tonight. ,The 
tables are very bear because I 'know that you, di'd not want any , 
flowers. I said, what do you niean:? She said; oh, we have been told 
that you forbid flowers at, public event;s where your husband will be, 
I said, I've never done that, Madam. And she said, oh,. yes, we know 
that he has allergies arid 'you, are 'very strict ,ab,out 'what he can' have 
around him. ' 

I 

.I, said, who told you 'this'? And it was 18th hand that' 
this message came ,across, so" ,of course"I said to her, is it too 
late to get flowers -- we have:flowers in the White House.Ple,ase 
have flowers at the st;atedinner. ,At the Elysee Palace I ,can't 
imagine not having flowers. ' 

MORE 
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• So you just have to be aware th~t people might think of 
things that you don't at all intend. 

I 

I; ,. '. 


Q , On bot,h these controversies -:-- Travelgate and 
Whitewater -- there was some sense that they were running out of 
,steam and that 'theY've gotteri,a new life because of latest discovery 
of the ,documents. "And "I was wondering if you' are satisfied or if 
you've gotten a full explanation,as to why the billing records had 
not been f~und in previous efforts ,to, s,earch for documents.,' 

.: . ',I" , • • ·1 .' • 

MRS. CLINTON: I totally removed:myself from any search 
whatsoever so that no one .could ever suggest that it had not been 
dqne as, fully as it, needed~ So I did not conduct' any searc)les. , 
Everything was 'turned over to1my'; lawYers and the Whlte House lawyers. 
They, , with, people that they delegated as their agents, have searched ' 
diligently, and they have reaily,: tried. And the only explanation' 
that makes any sense to me is!that, with as many boxes and file 
cabinets and stacks of documents, plus computers and everything else 
that we have here in the White House, it's not,in~onceivable at all 
,that'something, could be overl?Ok~d. 

.', ~ .' I 

I think the more', re~arkable story is how we keep turning
everything over once we find it.': There is, absolutely no' desire on 
the part of anyone in the White ~ouse .to keep 'any document that " 
should be appropriately turned over to any of the investigators. 

• 
, I was personally; except for the timing, delighted that 

the billing records had been found. I mean, I wish 'they'd been found 
two years ago, or'a:t least six months ago, so that they wouldn't have 
overshadowed my boo,k tour, because what I'd rather be talking about , 
wi~h you arid everybody else i~, what I think we ought to do for 
America's children. " ' , 

Q What is your understanding of why" after not being
found' for sometime, this docunient was found? 

MRS. CLINTON: I :don't know. I'have no answer to that. 
'And the,people who haveworkeq wi~h the ,lawyers 'are going to be doing
their best ,to figure ~hat out.: But I have no firsthand knowledge of 
that. 

Or any explanation? , • 'j 

MRS. CLINTON: No, other than what I said 'to YQu about 
,the situation with ~o:.niany documents to be looked through. 

Q " When you think about the motives of those who are 
pursuing these investigations ',i I ~onder if you, think that' Senator' 
D'Amato,' who is very close to $enatorDole and is the national 
cochairman of his campaign -~ ~f Senator D'Amato maybe acting in 
league with senator Dole to keep this issue alive. 

, 
MRS: CLINTON: I 'don:'t have any opinion about 'that. 

Q, '{ou have this wonderful nursery rhyme in the book 
'(laughter.) I wonder if, when: you think, aboUt the' fact that" 

you've been dogged by these issues now, if it is totally at the 
behest of~ome big, ugly man,;"-(laughter) -- or whether in some 
ways, you brought i,t on yourself." ' i ' 

MRS. CLINTON: I think that I have to bear certainly 
some of the responsibility. I: wiSh, I cculd have 'had every'answer 
anybody, ever asked me, starting in 1992" I think II have a pretty good 
memory. But I am not a'total rec.all whiz, especially about events 
that were not very,meaningful or important to me at the ,time. ,And so 
I have'struggled to try to get; the answerstha:t; people have asked'me, 
and try to dredge up information. : . , , 

.' 
, 

'," ;
MORE 



-6 ­

, , Maybe if I. had ~topped my entire, life in th~' middle of' a 
presidential campaign, or mov,irig, a family to Washington, or the other 
things that we've done ,in th~ la~t't~ree years, I could 'have been• 

i 

better equipped to answer questions. But I think the facts have 
shown that we didn't have access, to a lot of the information that: 
people wanted. So it took the RTCinvestigation to'have subpoena 
power, for examp~e" to, answer alil..'the questions.' " 

But I'm sure there are things that I could have, done 
, that, would have made the expe,dit~dness or gotten more information to, 
, anSlwer the, quest~ons. But I :thirtk the important thing ,is that ' 
everything we've said' has been,' prov\ln. You can take a different 
slice at it and ask"it a'different way, but eventually, the bottom 
line is that we lo.st money in, areal estate deal, we did not get any 
~oney from a'savings,and loan; channeled,to us in any way. I'did a 
minor amount of work for an S,iL;: there was no improper influence of 
any kind exercised by my law firm on the securities commission. And 
we keep going over the same ground, but the basic truth of what 
hap~ened does not change. :. ' , .) 

j r ,'i
So, of course,. I wish that I could wave a magic wand and 

go Qack in time, knowing what i I know now, ana try to do a better job 
in answering people,' s questions and pointing out to them why I 
cpuldn 't have complete answer~ tc;> things. ,But some of it is just,
'like -- I mean" I feel that nursery rhyme" tI.f\s I Wal!l, Standing, In The 
Street, certainly, here I'am looking forward to this book tour and', 
these documents show up out of nowhere. It was just the possible 
worst timing for me. I meClrl,"there are so many t:hincjs I want to talk 
about and I can't answer,your'questions about those. I don't know: 

• 
,where they were, .butall' I know is,~hatpeople were acting in good
faith and now they're out ... And so we go from there. 

Q O~ you thin~the origin of much of the trouble may 
have been .that ,there'was an,effo~ to avoid hC).ving things that might
have beenembarrarssing -like the perception that you wanted the peop~e 
in the Travel Office fired, and there was an.effort to minimize that 
at the time, and then it becomes~guilty looking even if'there's no 
original c:rime? ' , ' , ' 

MRS •. CLINTON: ,W~ll,· 
! 

'I ,don' t 'kno~ ,the answer to that 
becaus'e' I think, there are perfectly understandable explanations to 
everything., . And if you look at. the Travel Office, what's really 
important about that? What's:important about it is that t~ere was 
financial misma~agement, it '.was proven by a Bi:g Six accounting firm, 
action was taken by the White I Housef' and then,' unlike many other' : ': 
White Houses, this White House conducted i~s own inqUiry into what it 
had done right and what it.could have done: better. People were 

,reprimanded. But,the,fact.is:that the financial mismanagement was 
cleaned up and the White,House Tt:~vel·Office is now' operating
according to appropriate'accolintfng standards. ' 

So we are the 'first to admit, having, come into 
Washington without t:nuch:exper~enCe INeveryt~ingthat we, in: 
retrospect, wouldhavebenefitte~"from knowing, that we made 
mistakes. But those were mistakes that were innocent mistakes in the 
sense that people were struggling to do the right thing. And in the 
bigger picture, the right thing was, to clean up the financial 
mismanagement in the White House, which was done. 

I." . :.' !: j':. " . " 

• 
, So -- could people ~- I. mean, if'we had had more 

experience, yes, I'm sure we could have avoide,d mistakes. But I 
think it's the nature of this~place, that it's such ,a high pressure .. 
place, there',s so, much going on, :that even people ,that ar~ doing, , 
their very best, that actappropr1ately, they're going to do 
something that might be perceivEid: as not the smartest thing, or why 
did you do it that way, youc~uld have done it! another way~ That's 
part of the learning process that: -- I can only speak for myself -­

':. " I 
, 

'. 
I 

, 

'f' 

, . 
MORE 



'- 7 ­

• 	 , 
that I certainly have gone ~rough'inw,atching all;this from the' 
'inside. ' 

. It's a lot harder 	than 'it 'looks when you're on the, 
outside looking in to make sure ~hat you think of every,possible 
thing that anybody might in 1:he future ask, y,o'q about, and try to 
always .anticipate how to C!-ow,hat:you believels right, but' to, do it 
in a way t,hat is not only right,' but is perceived as being right, as
well. . . ~. ~. ,\ 

,I 

Q You've been' respected for years as apolitical 
strategist, and I wonder what: you'think,i:hepolitj,cal,impacti's of 
these kind of proceedings.; ;; , 

MRS. CLINTON: Wen~ I'think, as; I've ',said, that the 
American public is fundamenta'lly fair, ·and that when the facts are 

,out and it all sifts down, th:at ,what will be important to people this 
year is the job that the Presd.dent'has done., : And I" certainly' hope 
that's how evaluate him, what he's·done,for the economy, and all 
these other issues that are ,1Inpo*,tant: in peop+eis lives. Bui:: that's, 
what this election will be about;' , 

Q , Do you think tJ:iis wil~p be., important, factor in the 
election? 

, MRS'. CLINTON: No, but ,I th,ink that -- it will be an 
issue, but I think, ultimately, what matters is whether people think 
that the country .,is going ,in the: right direction under the ' , 

• 
,Pres idel1i: ' s ',1eadership here" and abroad.' And, I think the answer to 
that is yes. ' ' : " 

,Q What's been; the personal impact' of these ' 
contro~ersies on:you? J 

'. ,'1 . ,
MRS. CLINTON:' It is'hard 'to seepe6ple.that you care 

ab9ut being questioned,' narassed. So it makes me sad a lot· of the 
time when I see this done,. Sometimes it makes me, angrY and a little 
frustrate~ -- very~difficult to kind of keep the whole matter in the 
proper context. But it goes with the territory. This is part of 
what's happened in, American pqlitics in the last several years~ 'And 
so, along with the hard days and ;the ch'Hlenges .. that we face, there, 
are, a lot of other good things that make you know.that this is worth 
doirig despite some of the 'difficulties•. 

, ' . 1 

So I kind of keep in balance over time. In fact, my 
book being able to write this 'book and hoping to be ,able;:o talk 
about it and to bring hope ,to people who don,'t ,see that we can 
actually solve our problems ~~ but I do see because I've, got a 
broader view from here 'in tlie':Wh;l.'te House. than a lot of people do. 
And I see that every problem that: American families face 'has been 
solved somewhere '~n' America. :Tha;t' s reaily, important to me", 'So I 
like ~hinking about trying to:helppeople. 

. " Ii' 
, ' The proceeds from'this book are, going, to go to., 
Children's Hospital. '. 'And that: makes me feel li~e:maybe I can help 
some of the kids whose parents are on -- fallen on hard, times and 
they'don't have the resources.,. So"all of tha·t\'is worth it. 

, 'Q When you g~t sad or angry or: frus,trated, what do 
': I 

"
you do to co'pe? 

, .! , I, 

MRS. CLINTON: Tryt(J have some fun" spend time with my 
family, withIity' friends.' In the pook I, write.a lot about how 1993' 
was a really, really hard year. It started 'off on such an enormous.' 

, 

high with: Bill's, inaugura,tion., A~d then shortly 1!fterthat my " 
father's illness and nis death', and' then Vince Foster's suicide, and' 
my mother-in-law's deteriorating physical condition ~ntil her death 
shortly, after the first· of, tha~ YTar -..: 1994.. 
trying' year in everyrespect.: '. " 

soi t was ,a yery . 

" 
" ' 



• . 
And I wrIte abo~t how ply f~ther' ,used ,to say" whene';;er w~ 

facf3d a difficulty,' "How are you',going to dig yourself out of this 
6ne?~' And I 'in ,so grateful t.o both him and my'mother for equipping me 
with what! callfinaudible) ~ ..a ,strong sense of self-discipline, a, 

," 

• 


e, 


lot of love and guidance from them, religious upbringing, a love of . 
reading and· learn~ng to see how ',other people dealt. with problems that 
they've face •. So particularly during '93, but c,ez:tainly ever since 
then a,swel~, I have fallen back on my family, my friends. ,I have' 
read a .lot about what people ,have gone through~ , 

, " 'L • -. ; : ',' • ' . 

, In the 'book I write about this wonderful phrase that 
I 've adopted~ "the discipline o~ gra~itude." SO" that no matter ,what 
happens to you, to.~emember that -- certainly, my husband and I are 
very lucky. And every life, has':difficulty, but if you have some . 
sense of the real sanctity of the human experiencjil, that it is so·' 
much bigger 'than W8; are, and to 'have some· spiritual respect for your 
own life, some idea that you ;have obligations to other people. : , 
There's always 'something to be g,rateful, for no matter; how many ,great 
big ugly men tie thei;- horses, to you.' I mean,. that '.s ,kin~ 'Of how I 
see my' liff3 " ' 

. Q I just want to: ask one last" question. In 1992 I 

interviewed you just before the New York primary and you said then 

that the controversies over ~~ the various controversies ' you were , 

facing at that point, t.hat whenever Bill starts to break through and 

make ~onn~ctions with people 'and: get up a head. of steam, then ' 

opponents fuel furors about t,hings like' this, controversies, that are 

not, in your perspective, imp:ort,ant, to derai;L that. Do you think' 


, that. is still the dynamic that i!3 at work here,? " ; , 
. , , it , 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, it's not the total dynamic. I 

mean, not finding those ,documents is not anybody else's fault. 

That's the faul:r. of the White; House, and we take responsibility for 

that. But there is a'pattern of,-- if you go back and look over the 

last four years -,;. just constant'issues being rais,ed and all that. 


, But I guess I 'va' gotten used to it,. I don',t ti;ee it, 'in quite the' . , 
stark way I·,'did in',the beginning; when I was sort of bewildered by th'e 
onslaught that we co~fronted~: Now I just see i~ as part of the p:i::iCjil
and just keep' going. ' ; i 'I . , 

Q . Well, I very m\lch appreciate, it. 

MRS. CLINTON: O~, sure. 

rEND 
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