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The NewsH{our with Jim Lekrer . ' Tucsday, May 28, 1996
MR. LEHRER: Mrs. C!lhtoﬁ,;‘w&come}
HILLARV CLINTON: Welcome.

MR. LEHRER: The jury on the Whltewater trial h) Lilde Rock the de“beratwns, what do you and
the Prestdent have at stake? .

HILLARY CLINTON: Weﬂ we shouldn’t have anything at stake, If people were actuany looking "

at the tape and what it's al}ou(. There has been nodndlcation that my husband--the only allegation

that was ever made about him in the last four years was made by David Hale, who everyoune, the-

prosccution and the defense and the people following the trlal--yo T don't think there Is anything
at stake. Obviousty, we know (he people involved: We are concerned about our.fate and nny(h!nu_
rffecting elther of us, it doesn't really matter nhlch way {t comes out wlth rcgard to us.

MR. LEHRER: We!l-, the conventional wlsdom, as you know, Is ¥f~§here is an acquittal, the people

say there Iso’t anythlog to (his, wrap It up) If there’s a convlctlon, people witl sy, wall, there is -
something to it, the case should go on, Do you avree wnth tha{ conveuﬂonal wisdom? Furgc( about |

the specifics of rhe case,

HILLARY CLINTON: Lwteu the conventlanal whdom gbout Whitewaier s!ways Is take any straw

you can (o go un,'sy | Jon't’ have a0y doubt that-there are those who will say It should go on, I Just
would Itke to tell-them, go on where, we've been golng on four years, ¢very thine there's been an
offlelat in\,cgﬂgaﬂon That proved out to be the case. Sou Y don't have any doubt that slnce so much
of this Is politically inspired it wili g go oa almost regardless of whathappens nuywhere, It bas a life
of Its owa, :

MR, [FHR“S& Po Iu!rﬁ"y !nsp!red by whom wbat pnl‘t!cal group ls this dolng all of thls" An awful
lot of people turulved [u the U.S. Senate, the prosccutors, FBI agents, and all that, I mean, who is

behind tms consniracy? v

. HILLARY CLINTON; Oh J!m f don’t Lnow As someoneg wntch!ng it and someone whao's been

caught up In il certulnly. lhere are many people who'for a number of years have been opposed to
my Liusband and his policies, have been deeply involved In, uh, stirrdug 2l this up. And T hope that
it comes to an-end. It should be. It should he wrappIng up since there's no there there, it ought to
fina!ly be put 10 rest as we have now seen David Hale's accusations agalpst my lushand put 1o rest,
‘They are discredited; they should be off the radar screen. Bu every (me I thiuk (hat's (he casc,
it scems to gc! a new burst of energy from somewhare. :

MR, LEP‘R‘EY’: What about !he ca'nosign do you think it'll come up In the campalgn"

HILLARV CLINTON: Well I hope not. Tt doesnt ha\e anything to do with anything that the

American pecnle--we're In a presidentlul campalgn, uh, there’s no factual basis for the charges, so

it should nof be in the campaign, but do I think it will be In the cmnpalgu" Of course, it will beln
the campzign. T t5Ink everything, jncluding the kitchen sink, will be in the ¢ampaign. So f don’t
have any doubt that, uh, people who are opposed to my husband will say or do anythlng in this.

‘campaign wh ch I regret, dut neverthaless 1t will happen.V

" MR:TEHRER: Ve cald this befare, that you think this ls going to be a nasty campta!gn Why" Why

do you th%nk this cne s Do!ng {o be purticularly nastier than others?

HILLARV CLINTON: I thlak that unfortunatoely a lot of our cgmpaigns have gnuen nasty and
mean-snirlted In the pasi years, I thluk 1t's' because when people’ do not have thelr own vislon for
what (ms country sheuld do, don’t have a positive program (v help people gct and keep. lobs or
provide heslth care, better e¢ducation, or keep the eénvironment cleanm, then you're mare Yikely ta see
a campeign based on personality. And 1 don’t think that that's goud uews, Lut [ hope that the
Amerlcan peoo e witl see zt for what It is. We have a lot of confldence in the American publle and

i
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expect that will be what they'u do. .

" MR. LEHRFR Well, what about your husband’s own campalgn put out a commercial In the !ast'
couple of days which accuses Sco. Dol¢ of belng a quitter, uh, because he quit, he qult because of

the gridlock 1o the Senate, ruoping from hls responsibilitles as Scnate Majority Leader In order (o
run for President, is that, Is that clean czmpa:gning" A ‘

R

'HILLARY CLIN TON: Well, 1 think if you Il remember the Prestdent has been the Subjec( of

refentless stincks by everyone, Including the other slde, ralslng all kinds of questions about hlm that
often have no basls In fact, and this President knows that he wants to ruu a campa!gn based on the
issues but at the same t!me, the Issues have to move through the Congress. And we've had months
where this Presldent has sald, come, tet’s work ihis out, you know, I'll muve toward you, I'll try to
figure out a way to get & balaogced budget that I can Hye with, Here's vae that works tu seven years,
aod lostesd of. working on that, we find that there's no rezl response on the other end of
Pennsylvania Avenue, §0 I think ll § & fair statement of the facts, And 1 is semethlug (hat, you
know, the President didn't do. He's Just commenting fo hlxy owa posttion that this Is snnaething bhe

wishes hed happened, that we coild stil be trylng to do America’s bus!ness, Instend of be vut.

campalgning.

‘MR. LEHRER: To my polnt, the point that's been made In the "New York Times" and the

“Weashiogton Post” I the last couple of days, that thaCs a pcrsonal attack on Sen. Dole. You don t-

HILLARY CL‘N"‘O\’ it'sa stalement of fﬂct 1 don { think It's a pcrsona! attack. 1 mean fie q;nt' A

the Senate. That Is something that pcople will have to Judge on thelr own,

MR. LEKRER: So it sbcu!dn t be mterprctcd as an attack on his Inteﬂrlty or his character gnd that

-sort of thing, as 1t has been?
HILLARY C" I\""O\a’ T don’ t think so. T dan’t'cee 1t that way.
MR. L»HR 2 Netin t“e category with’ thase 2t xcks that have been razde 3g3inst your husband?

- H;LLARY C=v TGN Tt has been relent!ccs four years. I don’t thlnk it comes close:’

MR. LEH R“R Yeah Well, who stops 1t? Because everybody always srys the other guy started It,
the other: guys are alway< worse, and cverybody, rompla!nh ahout it, The people who do It comp!mn
about It gnd thenm tura right around and do lt Whose respouslbillty Is It to stop nasty campaigns?

HILLARY CLINTON: 1 don't th!nk, I don’t think that we're ta”dng about nasty campalgns, snd ’
¥ don*t see tha( you're tufkluy anbout that ad as nasty campalgning, T think It's cveryone's

responsibillty to try to'talk about {he issues, 2nd that's what my husband has done, us x cundidate,

- RS Presidem, he 1z1ked sbout what he wanted to do when he ran in "92. XIc's been Jolug 1, Me's:

talked about what ko wanfs ta do in thls camnstgn and beyond. Uh, Ir’s hard to have a one-way
conversatlon, He, vou-know, has sald over uad over agxlu, uh, bere s what I want to do on crime,

-

- here's what I've done, here's what 1 wiii do, here's how I waat to move on welfare, uh, here's how

I would balance the budget without hurting Madicare or Medleald, or undermintag educatlon or the
envirenment, Uh, i uifﬂcrult‘ror the. woples business to Le dume when there's not much of a
response on the othe: side. So'l don't.sce that as a8 comment v ncgatlw campalgning. I think 1Cs

‘Just a dc%r.p! oo ¢ he slhtwadon we find Uurschva In xl;hl uun.,

MR. LEHRER: ¥ ow Involved are you going to be In maLing declsions Iike run !hat adser!;semcnt,
don’t rug thzt uus, t!;‘s oug s fair thIs ope is unfaln Is that somethlng you're golng to do on &

rcgu!ar basis?

LLARY CLINTON: T hiavea’t even seex the adve tisement, I've only read sbout it. That's not part

POL
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. of what I'm dolag ln the camp&!gn and it ls up 1o the team that the Presldcnt has pulled tugether,

all of whont are extremely capable. Tf ¥ have oplatons or suggestlons, '] affer them, but I'm not
pert of making ‘the flazl decislon, The fing! decision is made by the President, aud that's the way
1Us always been. You Know, my husband has.run--I've lost track of how many campafgns since I've
known him In our moure thnn 28 years of marr!nge =nd he makes the decisions. He ge(s a lot of

. info, but it’s his campa!gn.

' M‘R LEHRER Is his famcus two- for-onc deal sml In ef!‘ru?

HILLARY CLINTON: (laughing) I don’t know Do you think there s a flre sale somewhere? We

. ‘could put it up=-(laughing)--1don’ t havé any idea. X mean, I find all of this a littc bit, you know,
. funny, T suppose. My hushand and ¥ have been husband and wife and best frlends and prriners for

a very long tlme. We work (ogether. We support each other, and I (hlek most marrfed couples that
stuy {ugether us Jony as we have are In the seme boat. I mean, so, you know, I'm golog (o be there
for hilm, 't gulug to du whu(mnr 1 Usn, and that's part of what X bullmu in. und (haCs what I'I1
be dulng fu this wmpa!gn. ‘ :

MR LbHRL‘R Are you comfortable with the fact that the polls show that for the first time maybe
sinee Eleanor Roosevelt that you are a Flrst Tady that peaple have strong enocugh opinlons about

" pro as well as con that they might cust a vote because of that, Tn uther words, T thiuk Hillary

Clinton Is terrific, I'm golng to vote for Bill Cilnton, I thlnk H!Hary Ciinton s lousy, 1'm not golug

to vote for B}l Cilnton, The polls show this Is the rlrst timc this has happcncd In a.-long time, Arc,
. you comfortnb ¢ with that?

HILLARY CLII\TON:‘I don’t belleve that,

'MR. LEHRER: You don't belfeve 1t? S .

t

HILLARY CL !\‘TO"J I don t believe that pcorple vote for President basad on spovsm. 1 don feven
think they vote much based on vlce presldents or any other factor. I think they choose between the
two peop!g who are runring. Somebody sent me a button from one of the Roosevelt campalgns that

sald, “I dou't Hike Elcanur cither,” su X thiok that xz fol of peuple whu mahe up thelr mted abovutmy &

husband glse heve z2n oplalon abour me and if they ke my husband, they're more likely to like me,
I1f they don't }ke my husband they're not as Itkely, which I think Is the way It goes.

MR. LEIIRER: Bt you don't--you're not sugges!lng that the polls are wrong In that ll $ an unusual

‘situation that you have, I 'mcan, that, that the strong, the strong opinfons that people have about

you, tbey‘re ncsitive as well &s very negetlve, because It's very unusual, you're nol chx!lenglng that?

HILLARY CLINTGN: O'n no.l knnw neople hzve strong oplnions but T Just dnn . thinL that il Mli E

fu the eud fo[uem.e very much of anybudy's vole fur Prestdent,

MR. LEII‘{ER Now, then if there is a Clinton sccond term, are you golng to do (hlngs like you did
before on herith care reform, takc spccla! prolects of thnt nature? «

HILLARY CL NTON: Welt, you l\vow, I've wnt!uued to. do a lot of that. I \sorked umm, at my "
hushand's reques? ot Gulf War issues related to Hlnesses that our veterans had, and I‘m so pleased

today that the ?rm”cm made the announcement about agent orange. And I would predive ut some
pototie the futurs--1 don "kuow whea 07 vader what clrcumstances--we'll fcarn some more about

what '\zkb')ﬂ"e’i t0°a lot of our folks.in the Gull too, Uh, but Pve worked vo sarlety of other

lssues. 1 witl continue ¢ do that. Umm, I like helping to sohe people’s probleris. I {ike working
with the Precicdent. We have s lot of fua wkhen he asks me to do something, so I gnticipate that in

“the seccmd term Tl continue to be part of trylng to hclp ‘and du whaterer ¥ can o help the country.

MR. LEHR{‘R. €s the ubﬁc '=rcev\:ma that you got your.nose b!ood ed on hea!th care reform,
P P ¥
)uu re pel-yolng 16 Jo that aaymore, tha( 's not tlue" :
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HILLARY CLI\‘TON Well, I don't know that 1 wxl! take ” high vlslbl !ty posmon wlth a, you
kaow, a great blg target on my face agaln, umm, on an Issue thatls as controverslal as that, but I
genalnly will continue v work (o (ry lo Improve health care, particularly for chlldren. X (hink it's
jusl # very s-d stnte of affules thaut when !iw Pruesldent &tur(ed we tiudd 3‘7 ua”“uu unlusured
Amerlcans and now It's over 41 milllon, So we' ve golng In the wrong direction, and we’ve'seen that
proyress can be made vo some fros(s, but we have some busloess ahead ul’ us ltke gettiog the
Cougress to pusa ocl the Kasschaum-Keunedy LI yo that the President could stgn It in a furm that

will actually try to help people. So there's a lot of work lhat I would llke to'sce happen In a second

term that If I could be helpful dolng, T wiil,

MR, LEHRER: How does It work? You fecl strangly about some !ssues;'Lct’s take chﬂdr“cn ‘s Issues,

. Do you talk to the Presldent about it directly? Do you go to the chlef of staff? Do you go to a -

cablnet officer? How do you gel your strong op!n!ons volced within the adminlstration these days"

HILLAR\’ CLINTON: Well, T think !t depends upon the issues. Umm 1 talk to my husband abou!
everything, We tatk consmnt!y, and, umm, you know, he tclls me sometimes why what I think
wouldo't work or thinks IU's a good idea and he'll 100k into !t, but sometlmes 1 (alk 1o gther prople
In (he sdmlalstration as well, It dependg vpon what It Is we're trylng to dchleve. You know, T've
worked very hurd, for example, to set up partnerships with Amerlcan hospltals’ and hosplta!s
perticulrrly In (he former Soviet Unlon that don't have resources that they need. Now that's

-somethling that, you kaow, I and my staff will work on with' people ta the Srare Dgpurtmeut or

people In the Defense Department und my husbend will kpow about It sod the chicf of staff muy
koow about It, but lt doesn't make headlines. It's -not something that anybody fs really focused on,

and su thag's kind of the way it works, what can make 2 difference based on what I've seen und -

learned or what the President mkc me to do

i

MR, LEHRER: Let me ask you about the "Tlme" \Sagazlne lntervlew about uh is~—a:e )au and the
Peesident serlously coaslderlag adopting a child?

o !
HILL.-‘«RY CLINTG \" Well, if you read the xm‘en.ew--
MR. LEKRRER: 1 did every word .

HILLA‘{Y CLIN ;O\‘ What I said Is that for years we wanted to have &notr*er child and, umm, we

‘have from time to time tzlked nbout adoptlog a child. And I've publicly talked about that, TMs is
1ot the first {Ime. Tn fact, I did an iaterview with Larry King three years ago-and I talked about .

.. All of u sudder 1¢s news, aud If It vun help peuple (hlnk about ndupllon, [ hope that they wlifl,

because 've been very lnvohcd iu trylng to promote adoption bccausc we have s0 many children In

our country wha nee 1 and deserve a home. But this Is on kind of the back burner for us untl alter
the e!ect!on umm, becausewe can’ t resl!) go much-beyond the tnlk!ng stage righs now,

MR, LEHRER: Butlislta scr!ous possibﬁlty‘ihat If, if the President is reclected; that you would
zdop( a chﬂd Her‘e~°'~d bring a new--an ndopfcd child into thc Flrst Family?

HILLARY CLINTON: Well, we would cerumlg cc%mer 1t, but it hasn’ (. gotten beyond the tatking-
point, and so I dan®t went te say anythlng more than that. But I have, 've spent a lot of time

helplog &ids, encecrwge adoption, 2nd ta!k xbout adoptlon, Pre lind a number of events here at the
‘White House “hat are gimed at promoting rdogtion, I really belleve In U, and you kuuw whellier
or pot It*e somet“ng that.my hushand and T eventually declde to do T hope otherprople who aren’t
in ss high 2 visibility position as we are, for example, might conslder It. You krow, 1 worry, I've

tsiked mt" specizlists in this area about what it would mean 10 bring a clitid, especiauy an older

“childy into a hume where not Justliving in the White ITouse; In your posltlon ti‘any position where

somebody's in the publlc eye, that wuuld pose extra speclal Lurdens fur n child, so there are lots of
things we would hzve to think ab0ut But if b) mlklng about lt 1 can encourage more people to
a(iopt 1 hope trey wuil :
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M‘R IFH’RFR Why dao think thk thing hae hecame such a hig deal suddenly, if you ﬁay you've

talked about thls hefore?

v

HILLARY CLI!\TO\J' Wcll, peopic have short memorios, but, you know. Ican give you a long list

of all the places I've talked about It, Including Just thrée weeks ago In the Roosevelt Room, when
I had a Mother's Day eveat about adoption, and I've said, you know, we’ve always wanted to have
wore childres but 1 dIdn®t end up vn tln: l'xuni cover ur a major uews weck!y. 1 (hiuls Umt makes 4

the dlfrerence.
MR, LEHR!'.R. That's makes a difference. o
HILLARY CLINTON: You knOw, T have learned a ot about how you can ssy the same things over

and over and over agsln publicly nnd prlvate!y but then all of a sudden semebody makes & decision
that Is oews and il’a news.. . .

" MR: LFhRFR It depends on \sho $ lirten!no at any glven moment Your book has been a temfsc

success How meany weeks has It bccn on the best seller Hst?
HILLARYCL!NTON: I don't know. It's been on 1 I think 16 weeks or 5o, something like that,
MR, LEHRER: S’cah.»Aré' you cver going 10 wr!:cvanothcr book?

HILLAQY CL !\TO‘\’ Abso!u!ely Now (here I can tell you I know Pm golng to do that

MR, LFH}\FR Are ym: going fo write & hon!: ahnut ynur oxperlenees as Fn‘cl Lndy"

* HILLARY CLINTON: At some polnt 1 will do lhat yes:

MR. LEHRER: Do you know what the t%eme wlll bel?’

HILLARY CL INTON: Umm 1 don { know. 'm’sure there Wwill be a big sec(lon about, uh, hairstyles

“ and prohebly rrucous dhmer cm;venxt!mm I've izd with you and others in Wash’!ngton and maybe

what I've tearned and how I'see Washington from the perspective of livlug lu thls wouderful house,

'

MR, LEHRER: Yeak, Are you k'é(‘,ph;g 2 dlary? Arc yoﬁ kqaping good rllc_nes,‘“on what's happe«ned to,

-~ you?’

HXLLARY CLINTON; Hcavens no! 1t could get subpoenned I can't wiite anything. (!aughmg)

MR. LEHRER: So well, when It comes time to write thls book, you're Just golng to sit down and try
to rcmcmbcr all th!s” ) ' .

' HILL ARY CLINTON: I hme tons of you krow scHed.ﬂes and Information and all that stuff, but
‘you know, there's been a real crimp putin’ Mstory by these absurd Investigations that have gmte

on where people, you know, dou't even wan( (v, you know, sayl had dinner last night with because
if you say that, the person you had dinner with Is likely to get called before some comm!ilee -
somewhere. : .

MR, LEURER: But is. t“at & serious Issue that that you, the Flrst Lady of the United States of
Amerlca, would hBacitste to make a d:arv bccau;c youlre afraid it migh( be subpocnacd?

HILLARY CLIN “'""\ It's not s question of: hesttatlon, Tt's a questlon of realism, You know, i1

know very well-=-T--you know, I will sxy ugaln whiat I sald at the beginning, that since my husband
declared for the Prestdancy back In’91, umm, there have been an enormous numberof attacks and
assaulite cominn fg wx 'f dnrec!’ars on h 'n, and w"e'x he became Pres!dent, there were many In this

“Pa?
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town and clstahcrc who dldn’t thlnk hc sbould hmc wot and dldn’t think thnt he hnd ‘any rlght
to be here, asd to we have Hived whth this, umm, extraordinary kind of, atmosphere unfmtunately,
uond 1 jusl (hh*k 1€s the better, part of wisdom not to do sumethlog lke (.

MR. LEHRER: They'd love to get their hands on your dlary.

HILLARY CLINTON: Of course they would and then they’d go after and perseCute evcry friend of
mlne, ¢vcrybody I've ¢ver talked with, everyone Pve had a conversation with, what did she really
say, who ¢an remember those things, hut, you Lnow thm are of importaace on!y to try 1o make a
case agalost somebody” It's very sad , .

MR LEHRI‘,R And that ssdnecs wi!! be in ymzr book when do write ft?

' HILLARY (,LI:\ TON; Oh, of course, it wlll I mcan, [ think H snot from a sad»-oniy on.a personal ‘

Tevel--lt's sad, umm, co|¥¢ctlvc!y Vou know, I tatk to older members of Congress, far example, and
they tell me how much fun they used to have getting to know each other, spending time wlth each

other, maybe hzving dlsputes or dlsagreements over Issues, but treaﬂng each other with clvlity .

and respeet, me, we are Just Xh!ng In an cvldence-free zone r‘gh(’ naw where pgopl\. feel they cun
say or do anvthing to {hose of us In pub!lc IIfe and you know we'll survive It, we're nut, you kouw,

we're not worsted about us personally, but It's a commentary on- the tImes we Hve In uud what® s

tm;mruml To me whuat's Imporwant Is dea!!ng with the problems people come e o Wik aboutd,
yoo Know, keeplug thelr Jobs T the fuce of duwns!dng, fludlug Lealth eare If yaor child's gatten

sick, you know, reforming welfare in & way that provides some kind of child care so people can go. '
to work, umm, keeping the environment clean, the things thatare on people’s mluds that they waut

_<(hclr bovcrnmcnt to deal with;y and lustead, we have all these silly hourfugs thut Lest lunger than,

you Kaow, anything than aua!yz!ng Medicare ckauges that were proposed, things that will really .-
affect how people ive, I don't thliak that 1t makes for geod government, It is not a good way for -

- vur destoiracy (o uperate,
MR, LEHRER: Mrs, Clinton, thank you very much,

HBILLARY CLINTON: Thank you. . - .
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