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wi; (1naud1ble ..Chelsea... could you: descrlbe that a little b1t5
Because I think it’s interesting, when we talk about children and
preparing them for the world.

HRC: Well Chelsea was born into politics, in the Governor’s
Mansion, and then in her father’s comeback election in /82 and
then he was reelected in ’84.. But she, you know, didn’t pay any
attention to what was going on. She was too young, she wasn’t
able to read anything or follow the news. But I knew that being
six meant that she would start picking up what people were

saying. And Bill and I talked about how we could best prepare her =’

for what would inevitably be, no matter how we tried to protect
her, um, the mean spiritedness and the slings and arrows that
come with political. life.

(Comment’by Isaacson .about Orville Faubus, inaudible) (
. HRC: It was in 1986, not only was one of Bill’s former opponents,
the man who had beaten him in 1980, runnlng agalnst him, but

Oorville Faubus got into the. Democratlc primary. So we knew that.
it was going to be just um, kind of a free-for-all on their ‘
parts. So we were sitting at dinner, one night, and I started to
explain to her how her daddy had to run for reelection and get
people to vote for him,; and that in an election people had to go
out -and explain why they deserve to be given the votes of other
people. And she asked me, ‘Does that mean we get to live here if
he wins?’And I said, ’‘Yea we get to live here,’ I was trying out’

"how to make it simple for her. And then I said, ’‘But you know
sometimes in a political campaign people. will say mean things and .
untrue things.’ And she got really upset about that I remember,
and said 'Why would people do that?’ And I said, ’Well because
they want to win, and that’s what they do, they get Kkind of
carried away.’ So Bill and I’d talked about it beforehand, and I
said, ’‘Now, for example suppose you’re your daddy, and you’re
running for office and you want to be reelected Governor, what
would you say?’ And she said, ‘Well I don’t know!/And I said,

- "Well just say something.’ And she said, "Well I’m Bill Cllnton
and I want to help people, so I want to run for- thls." And then I
said, ’OK .now your daddy is going to pretend to be someone }
running against him.’ So Bill said something like ‘Don’t vote for
Bill Clinton, he’s a terrible person and he’s mean to people.”

And you know Chelsea got big tears in her eyes, you know ‘Why
would anybody say that about you?’ And Bill explained about what
happens. So from that time, and I can remember it so vividly,



then for a series of dinners we would 'do this, and of course as -
she talked to us more she got-more into. making the speeches and
sometimes she’d say, well, she’d learned about Orville Faubus
having closed down the schools in Little Rock, and she’d picked .
it up from the news somewhere, .so at dinner. all of a sudden she
said, ‘Vote for. me, -dén’t vote for that other person! He shut.
~down the schools in Little Rock so that black children couldn’t
go to them!’ You know, and everything that I had thought might
happen, sort of by absorptlon, she started to pick up things

" about the campaign, was happenlng, but she had a way of
expressing it well. And ever since then we’ve talked a lot about
what happens in public life, and we’ ve tried to make sure she’s
never left without 1nformatlon...

;WI: What are you doing thlS time around? .
‘ HRC:'Weil‘this ‘time around...
-WIf It's g01ng to be a tough campalgn.

HRC: Oh it’s going to be a very tough campalgn A friend of )
mine... somebody... I can’t even remember where I was, and
somebody 1ntroduced me the other day and they said,; ‘You know,
.they’ve thrown everything but the kitchen sink, but they’11
probably throw that.’ And I got up to speak and I said, ’Well
they’1l]l probably also throw the kltchen, the house, the hou51ng
development, whatever can be hurled.’ We’re just doing what we’ ve
always done, um,.she follows the news, she’s interested. in
issues, um, her dad and I 'try to. have at. 1east one. meal with
her.. ' -

WI: Cah YOu‘give me an'example.of you talking about‘something
that might hurt her and shielding her from it?

HRC: I think we’re sort of beyond that. I think she’s kind of
"come to . understand about what is said in politics now. You know,
I'11l give you an example, when we started all this I expected her
to hear a lot of mean thlngs about her father. I wasn’t quite
prepared for having as much attention as I’ve received in the
‘last four years... But when I was subpoenaed to appear before the
grand jury and all that ‘usually you know it’s I who goes in and
says, "Do you want to talk ‘about what going on in the news, or
have you heard this, or your: ‘dad’s gét this really tough decision
and he’ll probably get criticized for it, do you want to talk
~about it?’ But this time it was Bill, he said, ‘Do you want to’
‘talk about what’s going on with your mom?’/ and all the rest... So
we just try to antlclpate. ' :

WI: And what did she say? (inaudible)
HRC: Oh. sure he sat down and talked with her-

WI' ‘Did he go through all the detalls of the case or anythlng
like that’ , S



HRC: No, we just explained the process and, I mean, she obviously
shares our view that all of these investigations are polltlcally
inspired so they belong in our category of polltlcal
conversations and she has a pretty good sense of that. But I ,

- guess my larger point was, not that everyone will face what we,
who are in the public arena face, but I think everyone to some
extent or another, should really think about how to prepare
children once they get to be a certain age for the realities of
life. I mean you know, jobs aren’t always secure,. um, when we
were back in Arkansas, a friend of Chelsea’s, a girl-that" she’d
been in her house and played with, 'father, killed himself, killed
his .wife, and killed his two daughters, and these were people
that she knew.' And so trylng to pretend that your children.don’t
know what’s g01ng on and’ ‘what'’s happenlng in the world around.

B them, I think, causes a lot of pain. and unnecessarily so. You

have to be aware of the age of a child -- you can’t load-down a
.young child with more than ‘that child can accommodate, but as a
child matures I thlnk talklng about um what you confront 1s
1mportant :

WI: I read (inaudible)'abbut Mrs. Onassis and her advice
HRC Oh Walter that was one of the best..
WI: Do you have any other...

HRC: In the summer of 1991 when it was first even talkéd about
that Bill might run, she was one of the first people who came
forward who said she wanted to support him. And sent word to us.
- And- I think Bill had met her but I had not. And then the campaign
‘was so rigorous that I didn’t .get a chance to accept her
invitation to come talk with her until, um, what, probably June
of ‘92 I think. I went to her apartment and we had lunch and it
was one of the most dellghtful and helpful times that I had
durlng the entlre campaign because we talked very spec1flcally
about how you give your. chlldren, in the glare of public life, a
sense of personal space,  privacy, self-confidence that they’re
worthy on their own, and all of the issues that I "had been
worrying about because of Bill’s running for President. And she
- was so kind, and she told me about. how she’d 'looked for ways. to
have her chlldren accept responsibility. You know I tell the
story in the book about the ‘bicycle, but she also told me how she
would expect John and Caroline to be on time, to get ready for
school and if they weren’t ready, the car that was going to take
- them was told to go ahead. It was something that she said that I
did just so that they would know they had to abide by the rules
that other people do as well ‘

AWI What do you do wlth Chelsea on. that‘> Anythlng partlcular°

HRC: Well we ve trled to’ do a lot of thlngs starting from the
time- she was in the Governor S Mansion, um, you know, making it
clear that she had certain responsmbllltles she has to fulfill,
um, I remember one tlme comlng down 1nto the kltchen of the



Governor’s Mansion and it was breakfast .time and .she was watching
television and she knew. that we didn’t want her to watch
television during breakfast and I said, ‘Why is this on?’ And she
said, ‘Well they sald I could,’ meaning the people who worked
around there, and I said, ‘I know but we’re your parents and we
say you can’t.’ And then I sald to the people who worked, who are
all wonderful, I said,’She’s a Chlld We don‘t let’ chlldren
decide what's best for the.’

WI: But she.can’t do the chores like you and I dld llke take ‘out
the garbage at the White House...

HRC: No,
WI: And make the popcorn even.4

HRC: Well but she can, I mean one of the things that I did when
we moved in, when Mrs. Bush first showed me around the White
House, um, I noticed that Mrs. Kennedy had put in ‘a, have you
been up to the second floor?

WI: No, (inaudible)

HRC: In the living guarters Mrs. Kennedy took what had been
Margaret Truman’s bedroom, I don’t know who slept there after
that, um, ‘and made it into a dlnlng room and a serving/butler’s
kltchen. And she did it because up until then you had to eat all
of your meals down on the state floor. And she had -these children
" she didn’t want to transport to the state floor. And so when I
visited with Mrs. Bush the dining room is beautiful but it’s very
formal. And so when I.went into the butler’s kitchen I said,
'Codld‘we take out some of the serving area and put in a- table~so
that we could actually, when we were just the three of us alone,
eat more normally? And so that was done, and so since then, I
mean she makes cookies, she makes bread, we occasionally do a
little bit of cooking for ourselves, not a lot, sort of an
infamous incident when she was sick after we’d been there for a
little while and I went in there to make her -scrambled eggs the
way she likes it and some apple sauce and everybody was rushing -
around saying,. ‘What are you doing? What are you doing?’ And I
said, ‘Well I was going to make her some scrambled -eggs and apple
" 'sauce.’ ‘Oh we’ll do it!”. ‘No, no I wanna do.it.’ So we’ve tried
to bring that sense of normale as much as possible.

WI: Do.you have any second ﬁnoughts abont’the private school
versus the public school decision?

HRC: No, and the reasons I don’t is because after talking to many
many people I had no doubt, with her having been in public
schools for her entire career, that she could have gotten a good
education. They were public buildings, and there was no way that
the press or the public could be.asked not to come in and I was
particularly struck with great sadness about what happened when
Amy Carter flrst started in her public school and accordlng to



press accounts which I read,,by about the third or fourth day
she’d gone out to recess with the other kids and there was such a
jam of press and onlookers waiting to catch a glimpse of her that

.the school made the decision, because they couldn’t ask people to

leave, that she would have to stay in at recess. So for me the
- privacy and security issues unfortunately were ones we’d never
had to- face before but I know that we had to face them then.;

WI: You were, I think down at Emma Gladney once, speaklng was
that right, I remember reading that somewhere, where you talked - -
about having considered adoption because it happened to us too.
We went. through a long period before we had Betsy and -even going
through Emma Gladney. And Cathy had had a few miscarriages and
everything, and then we finally had a Chlld D1d you consider
adoption at all ‘before?

HRC: Well -we’ve talked about 1t I must say we were hoplng ‘that
we would have another child and um, . .

)

WIQ You were hoplng to have a second chlld? o L
HRC: Yes.
WI: Are you still hoping to have a Second child?

HRC: I have to tell you Walter, with the reality, I would be
- surprised but not disappointed! (laughter) My friends would be
appalled I‘m sure but um,fl'think it would be terrific.

WI: I think so too. I would have loved to have had a second chlld
and I think (1naud1ble) : A :

"HRC Your faces just lit up, that’s the way I feel about
it. (1aughter) v

WI: I'know, I know, I think we both have (1naud1ble) wOuld you
~ ‘consider adoptlon now? ‘

" HRC: We contlnue to talk about lt because we really believe in
adoption and I have worked hard to promote adoption, particularly
. for older kids and across racial lines, kids with special needs. -

. We 'may still think about that. We’d have to thlnk hard about it,
especially if it were an older child, the pressures of the Whlte
House on a child like that.

.WI. But you could do it though ‘right,AI mean there’s no, you‘ve
actually, why wouldn’t you, , . -

HRC We ve thought about 1t._

"WI:. That’s great. And 1t would. be, you mlght want to do. ‘an older
Chlld or somethlng v :

HRC We haven't gotten 1nt0 that level of detall about 1t



WI: But- you’d probably have to- do 1t 'aeeunlng you win a second
- term, while you’re in the White House it’s getting kind of late
after that rlght .or 1s that 1mpollte ‘'0of me to say?

JHRC It’s something that we’re all fac1ng you know, as of Auqust

'n 19 I'll be marrled to a 50 year-old man. That's startllng.

WI: And um, have you ever talked about having mlscarrlages or

does that bother you, because I know we talked about it a lot

when we went through that and people had told us that you had
mentloned it. I don’t want to put you on the spct here but

’HRC: I never, I never had a mlscarrlage, I ]ust had a lot of _
difficulties um, gettlng pregnant and’ then with the pregnancy,
‘but I never had a mlscarrlage. : !

WI: Oh, by dlfflcult pregnan01es you mean lost pregnan01es though
or just uh : ‘ , ‘ A

HRC: No,‘no ]ust a lot of uh, questlons about you know whether
i’a be able to carry out.

WI: I’ll leave this off too, alrlght ; were you a DES daughter,
because that was Cathy S problem, do you ‘know what that was?

| HRC: I do know what that was
WI: Yea, when the mother takes the (inaudible)
HRC: I should ask my mother -that.

'WI: Yea, that was one of the .reasons we had 'anyway, um, ‘but I
am fascinated about the notion of you all con31der1ng adoption
and you’ve been very involved in the adoptlon leglslatlon, it’s -
not leglslatlon it was adoption... well explain what it is.

HRC: It’s several pleces of legislation I have supported. ON of
"them began the process of ellmlnatlng the prohibition that many
states had used toward adopting across racial lihes. And the
President strongly supported that as well And then it is being
further refined because there is some thought that still some of
the states have not gotten the message that we’re really serious
about this as national policy. I also support giving some taX‘
rellef to people who, adopt bables when they re older.

WI: (1naud1ble}

HRC: It is occurring, I mean it’s been passed I believe in the:
House, I don’t know if it’s gotten through the Senate but it is
isomethlng that is really important. It’s a good first step, but a
- lot of adoption advocdtes point out how difficult it is to adopt
. an older child or a child with. spe01al ‘needs unless you get some
‘jcontlnulng medical a551stance, ‘like a lot of these kids when
they’re in foster care, are eligible for Medicaid but if they’re



‘adopted into a family they may not be. So trying to provide some. .
fflnan01a1 support, especially through the medical needs, both '
physical and emotional,  that kids may have is important to me. -
‘And then we’re also um, ‘you.know, looking at ways of encouraging
employers to be more supportlve.,Mr. Thomas), "Mr. Wendy’s" -has
. been-a big adoptlon advocate because -he was adopted. So he has
provided benefits for- adoptlve parents ‘that other employers
don’t,; just. the whole range’ ‘of actions that could be taken to.
move a lot of the kids who are ‘not eligible for adoptlon 1nto
adoptlve homes - more qulckly than ‘we have.A; .
~WI. The fact that - you're con51der1ng adoptlng, does that 1nform
1your thlnklng about ‘this 1n any way? . '

‘HRC Well I think 1t you knowq I ve seen a lot of thése
chlldren, um, and have . v151ted “with them, ‘and I. belleve ‘many
_people have concerns about adoptlng, partlcularly an older chlld
. and in. fact I was asked that questlon at an event'that I had at
the White House a’few weeks ago:where we highlighted adopted
children other than babies. and infants. And a reporter' said,
"Don’t. you worry about the outcome?' And I ‘said, ’‘Well I thlnk
any tlme -you take respon51b111ty for a child you have to. worry
' about the outcome. There are so many things that are not in your
control, and so. many characterlstlcs that can go one way or the ‘
other that any child’ has, e ‘ Co

'ﬁi: When dld you all start con51der1ng adoptlon’f

HRC' well con51der1ng may be too strong, I thlnk 'talking about
it,’ and you know ' o . o '

When d1d you start talklng about 1t’>
HRC We have off and on for a long tlme.

WI Are you talklng about 1t more now°

"HRC: Yea I thlnk we’re talking about it more now.,We’d obv1ously 'gd‘

wait to get serious in- cons1der1ng ‘it ‘'until after the electlon,
there’s" ‘just too. nmuch going -on in our lives rlght now but, um, I :
just ‘think -that giving-a-child -a chance and sharing what you have -
with a child is one of the greatest glfts ‘you .can glve yourself,
as well as a chlld 'so -I hope that somethlng w1ll come of our
thlnklng about 1t. . Y

. WI: Deallng with the adoptlon leglslatlon as well you’ re very
much in favor of, you re sort of split with, I guess it’s . Ms.
.Edelman and others, in terms of cross—ra01al adoptlon, rlqht’ Is.
that a,. : i _

HRC: Well I’ve never had a conversatlon spe01f1cally with Marlan',g
about that, but I believe that flndlng a home for a child ‘is our
A«flrst prlorlty and maklng sure that anyone who does have a cross—=
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racial adoptlon 1s sen81t1ve to the 1ssues that w1ll arlse and
get support - ‘ , o - » e

WI: But might you do a cross—rac1al adoptlon yourself, have you‘
talked about: that in order to make a statement’ ,

HRC: We haven t gotten into that kind of detail.

WI: Have you talked about whether you’d do 1t through an agency
or other issues -like that’ - ,

3

' ,HRC: No..

WI: What’s your feeling on orphanages and group homes ;' they gotvf
kind of hit polltlcally when Speaker Glngrlch stuck hls neck in.

HRC: I think the way that was presented at 'least the way it came'
across, for those of us that listened, was that orphanages were
an option for poor parents,. and.that poverty would be a reason
for children to be taken away from their families. I just oppose
‘that with every fiber of my being. I think though that there -are
situations that both inveoluntarily and voluntarlly could be
appropriate for the placement of children um, in well-run and
carefully staffed orphanages. But I think it’s a very dlfflcult
issue to take and make a blanket. statement about.

WI: But you were a llttle bit further along than most people and
be willing to sever parental rlghts as a 1awyer.

HRC: -Yes, well, I started off when I was at law school, worklng
at New Haven Legal Services on the cases involving chlldren,
which is one of the reasons I got interested. And I saw lots of
abuse and neglect and I worked at the Yale New Haven Hospltal
with their pediatrics department and trauma staff in ‘helping to
think through what should be the standards for 1dent1fy1ng and

_ dealing with child abuse, so I have seen a 'lot of families have-
abdicated their responsibilities toward their children and that .
-at some point a child’s rights deserve careful attention and some
parents.do not deserve the.continued authority over their
children. I know that there’s a lot of debate about this and I
was criticized during the ‘92 campaign for my 1973 article about

. children’s rights. But anyone who has dealt with abuse knows that

at some point you’ve got. to make a very tough decision and it’s
‘not easy. I represented a lot of children or foster parents who
were. caught in the system and one of the early cases I did in
Arkansas was representing couple who had been foster parents and
had fallen in love with this llttle boy- and had had him for about
four years. And they were told on the one hand by the state that
had signed a contract to be foster parents and it couldn’t be
adoptlon and then. the blologlcal mother showed back up and wanted
the baby. And I just kept saying, I said to my cllents,"If at
any point I encounter any information or develop the feellng that
it would not be in the best interests of thlS child I will tell
you that and I will no longer represent you because what my .
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\pr1nc1pal concern was the best lnterests of the child. And once’
you have seen-enough abuse and neglect cases, you know you'’ve got
to make that decision. The hard ‘thing for us to do in our legal
system is to move these cases along because so many of these klds
are moved back and forth into situations of violence and drug
abuse. The parents aren’t helped they‘re not really given any
chance to be better parents, a lot of them are beyond help. And
at some point we have to say, ‘Look thlS child’s future means

. more than that:.’ '
WI: Cathy was counsel for (inaudible) foster care thing, ‘and got
- so depressed during that whole process. When it comes to um, this
also applies to adoptions when the biological parents may change
their mind, that can scare people away, Whlch may not be in the
best lnterests of the Chlld too.

'HRC: Those cases are really rare bhut they get =1o] much attentlon
that people do get scared and aqaln we need clear legal guidance
and so if a blologlcal mother is counselled and told the
~consequences "of her action and she signs that consent form then
she should be absolutely held to it. The problem is, as in the
Baby Richard case, when a biological father shows up and claims
) he didn’t know anything. Now that case, it seems to me, could
have been handled much more qulckly than it was, and if a
decision were going to ‘be made that the child was going to be =
returned it should have been done as soon as possible. But I ,
would still argue, based.on all the work that I have done, that
that psychological.and emotional bond that is developed between
‘responsible and loving caretakers and a child over a certaln
. period of time should not be- 1nterrupted except for the most
compelllng reasons.

WI: What about the parental rlghts movement that's more on the
rlqht about currlcula? : . . ,

HRC: Well I think parents have the prlmary rlghts for the
- upbringing and nurturlng of their children.

" WI: I'm talklng about that 1eglslatlon..

HRC: But I thlnk that the current leglslatlon as I have tried to
understand it would create a right for individual parents to make
decisions that not only would affect their own child but would
affect other children as well. I believe that there should be

like parental "op-outs" and consent, if you don’t want your child °

‘,attending a certain health class about health education, that’s

. fine, .I think that 'a ‘parent should say that goes against my

bellefs, I don‘t want my child to do it and parents should be

given that option. But I don’t think that gives parents who

object to it on behalf of their own- children the right to- .

prohibit other parents who think that it is in line with their

~ values for their children to be given such information and
therefore to argue that the school shouldn’t be able to offer
"such a course. Or the parents who on»religious grounds oppose the



teaching of evolution should have the. right to deny their child
the access to information about evolution so that the child ‘can
make his or her own decision. So I believe. strongly ‘in parental
rights but I also believe that there has to be some balance in
the (inaudible) and 1mplementat10n of those rlghts :

WI: The Wisconsin welfare reform plan that the President has
given the waver to. What is your feeling about what that could
do, to basically say there is no entitlement to cash welfare for
children. You can get an earnlngs credit or you can ‘get wage
supplements. Is that dangerous in the long run°

HRC: I don’t think we know, an part of the reason the President’s .
granted I think now 38 waivers, is to find out what works, and to
give some direction to the national:debate. And if you look at
any of these states, there are features in each which I think are
- going to have to be evaluated on their own merits. In Wisconsin
-as I understand it, and I haven;t read the proposal, just the
press:accounts, r901p1ents are. guaranteed employment basically,

in either the private or public sector. Now that is very

- different from just saylng there’s no entitlement and you’re off.
So I don‘t know that we know yet what variations on reforming and
ending welfare will work. But I know that there are certain basic
features that the President wants to see in any national

framework that is adopted by the Congress. But the waivers
themselves ‘are turning up some really good information. And we
now have, as I recall, about a 1.6 fewer people on welfare than
when the President took office. So that we’re making some-
progress ‘and we're seelng some results that I think are very

promls 1ng

WI: Does it really make sense, though to force a mother of a'
young child to work7' ' A

HRC: You know, I’'ve thought about that a lot, and I thlnk about
‘it when I go into a restaurant and I get walted on by a waitress
who’s working a minimum wage ]ob and has young children at home.
Or when I go to a hospital and meet the women who are the .
orderlies and the nurses’ aides who are in the work force with
children at home. Welfare was meant to be a transition and
welfare is for most people who are on it, a temporary‘stOp on

- their journey. through life. I think the average time is no more
than two years. So we have to 1look at the welfare population and -
say for most people who are on welfare who come in and out of it,
‘a lot of the changes that are being talked about are not going to
be that significant. They need the help and support the medical .
benefits. that come with ‘Medicaid, but then they find a' way off
somehow. For a certain populatlon who have been trapped in o
generational poverty what we have done has not worked. And I
-think, and I’ve said this for a long time, and when Bill was
Governor of Arkansas he did it, I think getting up and going to
work, getting up -and going to. school and having to make the same
dlfflcult decisions about who cares for your children that every
other worklng mother has to make, is a. necessary step toward
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learning how to be self- sufflclent and 1ndependent "Now hav1ng
said that, I don’t think there’s enough child care available,
‘l' . that is quallty child care that is subsidized for wither welfare
recipients .or the working poor, so I think we ought to be moving
people off of welfare and ‘yes, I think as many people who are :
physically able to work ought ‘to work. But I think they ought to ~
have some child care support and they ought to have some benefits
to take care of their children medically. Because a lot of the °
mothers that I see working in the restaurants and in the nursing
homes and in the hospltals and on the assembly lines of small
plants who are working minimum wage or above, have no medical
benefits at all. So we’ve got to figure out a way to make work
pay, not just for the welfare recipient but for the working poor.
But I don’t think it is fair to subsidize some peoplé and say
they shouldn’t have to leave their children when millions and
millions of women get up -every day, and I’ve stood at plant gates
at 5:00 in the morning and I’ve seen the pick-up trucks with the
grandma sitting there and theé mother. handing off the kids in
pajamas so that she can go work the early shift. I just think
that we’ve got to recognize that everybody should have to do
their: part. ,

WI: And you don’t thlnk 1t's saylng to- certaln mothers that
raising a kid isn’t real’ work that you have to have real out-of-
" home work° e

HRC: I think that, and I have also advocated this: I think one df
the ways we ought to be thinking about reorganizing welfare, is
'l' . by training women to be early chlldhood caretakers, -and you’ve
got all these women and children, often times in public housing
- or even in other settings, neighborhoods, -intense poverty and
a ' welfare enrollment, and nobody’s doing anything to kind of help
‘ ' organize them, to help them.if you will, help each other take
‘care of their kids. In my book, I write about how angry it made
me. when these two little kids and suffocated to death, and it
made me angry at everybody -- it made me angry at the parents
who weren’t watching them, at the neighbors who weren’t watching
“them, at the city who didn’t have a recreational facility
. available to them. And I sort of feel the same way about this:
there is no more 1mportant respon51b111ty than carlng for
children. At this p01nt in our history, what we’re trying to
figure out is who is respon91ble for that and how do we do it
well. And everybody should be looking for better ways to do that,
and I would spend some time and effort trying to help women who
- are currently.on welfare figure out how. to organize themselves
better so that they trade childcare duties, so that they support
one of their own who is taking care of the children .as a way of -
both of being sure that.their children are being well cared for
and also prov1d1ng employment ‘I was on an Indian reservation I
‘guess a few years ago, and the women there were very upset '
‘because the tribal elders didn‘t see the need for any more
childcare. And a lot of these women worked off the reservation,
' and there was no one for them to leave their children with. And I
' started talking to them.about co- op_baby51tt1ng, because they
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were taklng their children off 1nto places and leav1ng them, and
I said, think about how to solve this problem at home -~ what

‘would" 1t take to work together so that. one of you :could stay home

and be the child director, and instead of paying a stranger,
you’d pay somebody you know? I mean, that's ‘how we need to be
thinking about thls, I thlnk

WI: In yourybook, you quoted'a few times and praised Mrs.
Edelman. Yet you all had a bit of a rift, and she wrote the open
letter to the President. How involved-are you with this march,
and has there been some separatlon because you dlsagree w1th her

. on certaln issues? ?‘

HRC: I don’t feel that at’ all I don‘t believe that’s the case.
You know I was attracted to Marion because of her passion, her
- commitment, her effectiveness as an advocate on behalf of
children, partlcularly poor children. She does what she does
better than anybody in the country, and 'it’s a really "important
task because it . not only challenges all of us to do better but it
_points out ways that we don’t llve up to our rhetorlc as a ‘
natlon a . o

WI: Are you part of the march?

HRC: Yea, I‘m going to be I think Friday night at the Kennedy
Center we have a big benefit for all of the groups and the _
sponsors, so I’m doing everything I can to help it and support
it. But I have been an advocate, I have been on the front lines,
passionately argulng for all kinds of'changes and I have watched
~very closely my husband, who I also think is a 'great champion for
and of children,. taking the realltles that you have deal with,
‘and trying always to keep in mind where we should be and what our
goals ought to be as a nation but understanding in the political
process you may have to take it one.step at a time: So I don’t '
feel any separation at all. I see, looking at Marion and looking
at my husband, two people in whom I have enormous confidence that
they both care deeply about what happens to chlldren, and they

-~ both have dlfferent roles that perform superbly, 1n my opinion. .

WI: If you could have one plece of leglslatlon get passed rlght .
now, just ‘wave a wand or’ somethlng, and only one...

HRC: Well, one thlng I -would want to have happen r;ght now is
passing the minimum wage, and not just for economic reasons, but
for reasons of value, and a way of saying to people who are
really working hard, this society values what you do, and we know
- it’s not easy out there. If you look at what’s happened to our
. kids in this really rapidly society, I find that we have the same
problems whether .I'm-in the. inner 01ty in Phlladelphla, with an .
all-black student body, or I'm in’ Corpus Christi with an :
predomlnantly Hispanic student body in a poor nelghborhood or -
I’'m in an all-white school outside of Duluth: I hear the. same
~thing: that the severity of the problem and the resources
~available to deal with them are certalnly much more dramatic



where there are jobs or where people are working hard 40 hours a
week and they can’t get themselves ahead. So anything we could
do, starting with raising the minimum wage, which says to people,
this is your job as.a parent to take care of your children but
also we want help you ‘by recognlzlng that you can’t do it if you
‘can’t make a decent llVlng the way that you would want to do it.
Now there are many other things, since you put me on the spot,
that I would do or want to do if .I could, but as for what’s on
the landscape rlght now, I think that would be such a powerful

‘thlng

WI: With the welfare thlng, and the gay marriages, whatever,
there’s a lot of conflict between what Sen. Dole is saying and
what the President 'is saying. What are the fundamental ,
disagreements between thlS admlnlstratlon and Senator Dole on
welfare reform° : : :

HRC: Let me just back up one minute on that, because my husband
has a long record on welfare reform. When he was in the National
Governors’ Association, he worked with partlcularly Senator
gMoynlhan and the Reagan White House, in. comlng up with the Family
Support Act, which was a very good piece of legislation. And 1t
-.Wwas never adequately funded nor implemented under either
Presidents Reagan or Bush. So what my husband did was what a lot
. of governors had to do, and that was.to seek waivers from the
federal government so that he could get about the business of
trying to reform welfare. 'In arkansas he had a very good success
rate of mov1nq people from welfare to work. So I’d say the flrst
difference is he’s somebody who’s actually done it. He is
somebody who has sat across the table time and time again with
welfare recipients and asked them what is that you need to do for
yourselves that we can give you the support to do to get off.
He’s listened to the testimonials of people who have found it in
themselves to take the.educational opportunities, use the child
care, find the jobs that his reform program helped provide. The ‘
second thing I’d say is that when he came in he said he wanted to
. end welfare as we know it. He campalgned on that, and he started
doing it. If you look at the earned incomne tax credlt that:was
as much.an economic and tax decision as it was a reformlng
welfare decision because you cannot make the p01nt about
reforming welfare if you don’t also say you’‘re going to reward
and honor work. And Senator Dole voted againét«that;‘And it
removed millions of Americans out of being in danger of falling
into welfare because all of a sudden there was a floor beneath
them. It had a huge impact on our ability to reduce the welfare
rolls. He also has a record from three or four days after he took
office, he met w1th National Governors, and he said, ’I don;t
know when we’re going to be able to get welfare reform through
but let’s not wait -- you send me waivers; if they’re decent,
we’ll grant them. ’ So while other people have been arguing about
- what should or shouldn’t be done, his administration has been -
" grating .waivers and it’s made welfare reform. And I guess the.
final thing is that he wants to reform welfare in a way that
‘believes will work And we know that if we don’t ‘have some klnd



of child care help, it won’t work. So I think on a whole range of
' issues, starting.with having done it,” having begun to implement

- when he was doing the earned income tax credit and all the way

- through the waivers and his consistency of saying yes I’11 work
with you but here are certain bottom lines I have, I think it’s a
dlfference between somebody who talks about it and somebody:who
actually does it. ‘ y o , L

'wI:.Dlvorce is harder‘to‘get. You talked about in the book, _

- staying together for Chelsea, people have ‘done that generation
after generation after generation. -Should we do somethlng to make-
divorce as kind of more of a waltlng period, I mean is that part
of the campaign for chlldren is to say to people, keep famllles
intact if you can? : '

HRC I think it has to be. When you’re respon51ble for children I - -
think you have to try to put their interests at least equal with
if not ahead of your own. And there is a lot of evidence about
the traumas and difficulties that divorced mothers face, whether .
it be financially or emotionally, " and also about what happens to
. children. Now I do not believe we should prohibit divorce, if- .
“that’s what people feel they have to do for themselves and thelr
children. I know that there are many instances when a situation
~is intolerable; I often asked my mother-in-law why she didn’t
divorce earlier and then didn’t stay divorced from Bill’s step-'
father. So I understand the arguments on the other side. What I
would hope is that we would do a more honest job of talklnq about
the costs of divorce, and when parents seek, there would be some
waiting, or cooling- -off period where educatlon ‘and counselling
programs would be available, where marital counselling would be
available, so that people could understand the consequences of
their decisions, .as they impacted on the children and as they
would impact on their financial well-being in the future. If a. o
‘divorce’ occurs, then I think everythlng that the legal system can -
do to minimize the disruption in the .lives of the children should
be undertaken and I think those are steps that adults who have

‘ chlldren should be wllllng to take:

- WI: Does it sometlmes annoy you to be lectured about family-
values by people who have left their wives and children and
remarried, like virtually: everyone who s lecturlng you on family
values’ S

,HRC: Well, 1ecture about famlly values, regardless of the source,
have'always frustrated me a 'little bit, because.I don’t think we
need we need-to just talk about family’ Values, we should act in
ways that value families and prov1de, support for. parents, not
“just’ exhort them to do better but glve them tools to do better.

HRC: Are you con61der1ng a kids’ care llke Medicare as a real way
to get to health care, focu51ng on chlldren thls tlme around
ﬁlnstead of doing a broad-based



”‘HRC Well I know that the Pres1dent has sald that in'a second
term he would look at how we could come up with a realistic
effective way of ensuring kids. and I think that would be a very
good step for the country to take. Kids are cheaper to ‘insure :
~ than us older, creak1er(7) people, but when they’re sick they’‘re ’
- often acutely more sick. Childrens’ Hospitals, for example, are
more costly than adult hospitals because the technology and the
‘1nten51ty of the care that children need who are ‘injured or ill
is greater than what we often need. So I would like to see us
come up with some proposals for that and have. .. :

WI: You told that heartbreaklng story of that cousins w1th

' \menlngltls

HRC:'I met‘the mothers yesterday. I didn’t identify~the~city
_because.I didn’t want to bring any undue attention to them. I met:
the little girl, Chantelle, who survived, and her mother, and I
met I have to say I just don;t understand how anybody can look at
these children, whé are usually the children of working parents,

-and not .feel that we all have a responsibility to help them get

the medical care they deserve. Evéen at the end of the health care
debate in the first two years there were a number of us that said

well at least let’s look at klds, let’s do something we.can agree. -

‘on to move the debate: forward. But for polltlcal reasons we
couldn’t get anybody

WI: But that will- be part of the second term?

HRC T hope 1t w1ll be and my husband has. sald 1t should be.



