
, . 

PHOtocOpy 
PRESiRVATION 



Copyright 1999 Bun"elIe's Infolmation Services 
CBS News Transcripts I 

'. i 

. SHOW: 60 MINUTES II (8:00 PM ET) 

May 26, 1999, Wednesday 

TYPE: Interview 

LENGTH: 4321 words 

HEADLINE: HILLARY; FIRST LADY HILLARY CLINTON ON HER HUSBAND, THEIR 
I . 

YEARS IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND A POSSIBLE SENATE RUN 

ANCHORS: DAN RATHER 

BODY: 

HILLARY 

DAN RATHER, co-host: 

She is a woman on a first·name basis with the world. First la~y Hillary Clinton is a political 
superstar. She has a history of making history, and tonight she1s on vacation in Florida, deciding 
whether to do it again, this time by making a run for the Unite~ States Senate in New York. 

. , 

We sat down together a few days ago and she talked her futu~"e and her recent past. She 
outlined what she believes in, what she hopes for; and how shels gotten through the hard ti~es in 
the White House. As she prepares for a life after the White H9use, a life she now insists will be 
in New York, ·Mrs. Clinton is also steeling herself for tough qJestions from political friends.and 
foes, and fi:om the New York media. 

And here's a tough question, one that you're gonna be asked Ijep~atedly, timeand again, and' 
you're eventmllly going to have to answer. For whom do you rbot: the Mets or Yankees? 

Mrs. HILLAR~ CLINTON: That's a very goodq~estion. fou know, Ijust love baseball. So 
the politic answer is that, since I 00 plan to live in New York, rio matter what I ~nd up doing, I'll 
root for both. 

RATHER: Ah, but you know New York. New York in many ways is split between those ~ho 
. cheer ... 

Mrs. CLINTON: I know. 



RATHER: ... for the Mets and those who cheer for the Yankees. 

Mrs. CLINTON: I know. 

RATHER: So, I have to pressure you to come back. Mets or IYankees, Mrs. Clinton'> 

Mrs. CLINTON: Well, you know Dan, that's one of those questions that I. probably am gonna 
have to give serious thought to; to give you a final answer. 

(Footage of Hillary Clinton walking with Dan Rather) 

. RATHER: (Voiceover) Hillary Rodham Clinton hasn't answered many questions in the past 
. I 

year and a half. Now even the easy questions have complicated·answers. But, then, she's pretty 
complicated herseif. 

Mrs. CLINTON: (From previous video) You know, I suppose I could have stayed home and 
baked cookies and had teas, but what I decided to do was to fult1ll my profession, which I 
entered before my husband was inpublic life, and I've tried. very, velY hard to be as careful as 
possible, and that's all I can tell you. 

RATHER: Once, a political lightning rod ... 

Unidentified Announcer: (From graduation video) Hillmy RoClham Clinton! 
. . I 

(Footage of Clinton at graduation; audience at graduation; Clinton waving to evelyone) 

RATHER: (Voiceover) ... today, she is political lightning, a crowd:-pleaser and first-class fund
raiser, a person under enormous pressure to step into the arena, this time on her own. 

Let's talk about the New York Senate race. We can't do this 1terview and not talk about it. 

Mrs. CLINTON: Right. 

RATHER: So it's in the papers again now. You've made up your mind to run. It's just a. matter 
of time or an announcement. Is that a fair description of where )you are? 

Mrs. CLINTON: No, not really. I'm still thinking about it. pboPle are still talking to me'ahout 
it. I've been very flattered by the people who've come to me' ana asked me to consider it, and I'm 
obviously very interested. It's such a big decision. You know, k--a year ago it had never crossed 
my mind. Even six months ago, it wasn't anything that I'd ever ~hought about, but I'm "elY 
committed to, you know,. learning about a lot of different issueslthat I've worked on all my life, 
and how they affect people in New York, because I think that, you know, everything that 
happens in America happens in New York. And as I've listened to people and talked with them, 
the kinds of things I care about education and health care, better jobs, better, you know, balance 
between work and family, the kinds of issues that I think m"e gopna be on the fropt burner in the 
years to come are ones that are of great concern to New Yorkers and of great concern to me. 



RATHER: Why New York? Why not Il~inois or Arkansas, "lhere you spent a lot of you time? 

Mrs. CLINTON: Well, you know, I never would have predicted that this event could have 
OCCUlTed, that I would be considering this, but people' came to me and asked me to consider it. 
And of course, I'd been thinking about and talking to Bill abou~, you know, living there after we 
finish in the White House. I think that both of us would really ~njoy that. So it just all kind of 
came together, and that's why I'm--I'm pursuing it and consideting it so seriously. 

(Footage of Clinton with the president; Clinton holding a babL Clinton posing for the cameras), 

RATHER: (Voiceover) She talks like a candidate, and she wllks like a candidate, and she 
kisses babies with the best of them, But she remains stubbomlt coy about whether she'll lUn and 
when she'll decide. 

RATHER: You really haven't made the final decision? 

Mrs. CLINTON: No, I haven't. I haven't. 

RATHER: Have you made afinal decision to at least launch an exploratory committee? 


, 'I 

, Mrs. CLINTON: No. I've considered that carefully. And that would be the next step that I 
would take, if I go forward. 

(Footage of Clinton with the president and Chelsea on Election Night 1992; Clinton with baby 
in foreign country; Clinton with refugees; Clinton in a c1assroo~; Clinton with Senator Charles 
Schumer) , i 

RATHER: (Voiceover) ~he has been pushing forward and pJhing the envelope since Election 
Night 1992, building a reputation here, and abroad, for her worR with women, children and ' 
families. She has gone the extra mile to visit refugees, retumedlhome to push for public schools, 
and clisscrossed the country to campaign for Democratic candidates and causes. . 

Mrs. CLINTON: (From previous video) More than 35 mi1liO~ households across Amel1ca 
have guns. And in a third of those homes, the guns are stored 11aded and unlocked. 

(Footage of Clinton giving speech about gun control at Columbine High School) 
. I 

RA THER: (Voiceover) Since the killings at Columbine High School, she has waded into the 
war over gun control, and led the national grieving. ' 

Mrs. CLINTON: (From Columbine speech) What happened Jere at Columbine has so deeply 
affected the rest of our country that we are all Columbine. 

(Footage of Clinton and the president at Littleton) 



RATHER: (Voiceover) On the day we met, those issues were on her mind again. She and the 
president had spent a long day in Littleton, Colorado, meeting ~ith parents who lost children in 
the violence at Columbine High. 

What can you say to them? What do you say to them? 

Mrs. CLlNTON: Oh, Dan, it's--it's one of the hardest things Bill and I have to do. And, you 
know, we've had to do too much of it in the last six and.a halfyfars. You know, today we did a 
lot of hugging, a lot of saying how sony we were. We looked at a lot of mementos, and then we 
talked about what we could leam from this, and what we could do to try to make sure it never 
happened again, if that were humanly possible. 

RATHER: Tell me what you talked about. 

Mrs. CLlNTON: Well, a lot ofthem have, you know, been tHinking hard about what they 
could do to give meaning to this. You know, they don't want tHeir children to have died in vain, 

I 

and neither do we. So some said 'Well, we hope that parents will just hold their kids tight and 
spend time with them.' And a lot ofthe parents wanted to go out and speak to other parents about 
how precious this time with children is. Some were veJ.y anxioJs to talk about the need for better 
gun l~ws and then to enforce those laws, to make sure that; youlknow, p~ople didn'tget away 
breakmg laws, and whatever new ones we needed should be passed and Implemented. 

I . 
Some wanted to talk about the culture and what we could uy to do to send stronger signals 

about how to really tum this culture around, this culture of viol~nce that people have, I think, 
rightly talked about. So there were so many different ideas. But what was so hemtening to both 
Bill and me is how, in the midst of such ar: enormous u'agedy, ~~u know, that neither of us c?uld 
even comprehend, these people were lookmg for hope and me:url'ng. They really want Amenca 
to not just have the feeling of hurt and SOHOW that we all feel, but to do something with that 
feeling, and to really make some of the changes that could mak~ a difference. 

RATHER: Colorado, like many states in the West, South",est~ South, is in some ways, a gun 
culture. I mean, people here grow up with guns. Guns are pervasive. Was there any talk of 
ili~ '. I 

Mrs, CLlNTON: I think that there was talk about the need fOlf better gun laws, and to 
implement them. But, you know, America's become a gun cultJre in many respects. We have so 
many guns. And I was pleased that the Senate did pass some mbaningful gun legislation, and I 
h~pe that they'll continue to do more: and I hope the House willi agree. And,that, yo~ know, we. 
WIll close loopholes. And that we WIll make a very clem' statement that we're not gomg to pelmIt 
guns to fall into the hands of disturbed or criminal juveniles or dnyone else for that matter. 

(Footage of Clinton and the president in Littleton) 

RATHER: (Voiceover) She says that if she mns for the Senate, it will be because of what she's 
, I 

lemned in places like Littleton, and in spite of what she's lived ilirough in Washington. 



Question, Mrs. Clinton: With all that you've been through in politics, you know, vit1ually 
under siege for at least the last year and a half, why in the world would you want to go into that 
kind of campaign... 

Mrs. CLINTON: Well, you know .. : 

RA THER: ...paliicularly in a tough state like New York? 

Mrs. CLINTON: Well, you know Dan, I--you know I just spent the aftemoon listening to 
people who'd suffered an unspeakable tragedy,losing their chilaren in the Columbine High 
School kiliings, and they wanted to talk about what we could db together. They wanted to talk' 
about how we could bring people togethertosolve our problerris. They were not filled with 
bittemess or hatred. They were filled with hope and positive erlergy.. . 

, , I 

And I respond to that. I've--I'm someone who thinks that, you know, we are so blessed to live 
I 

in this countIy. And, for me, having an opportunity to serve in the United States Senate, if that's 
what I were to decide to do and were fortunate enough for the people of New York to give me 
that chance; would enable me to work with people arid bring people together and t1Y to solve 
problems that were on people's minds. 

(Footage of Clinton and family with d?g) 

RATHER: (Voiceover) But what's on the minds of many Amelicans is her maniage and the 
personal troubles that have been played out so painfully, so pu~licly. " . ' 

President BILL CLINTON: (From previous video) These alle~ations are false. 

RA TIlER: In' ayear and a half of denials and details and DNt, she has maintained her silence. 

You know, you never met anybody who wants to respect your privacy more than I do, .. 

Mrs. CLINTON: Thank you. 

RA THER: ',"but you're a velY public person ... 

Mrs. CLINTON: Mm-hmm. 

RATHER: And sooner or later in New Yark, they're gonna say, 'Why al'e you still with this 
man?' 

Mrs. CLINTON: Oh, you know, we've been together for, I guess, 28 yeal's. We've been 
married--we'll be married 24 years this year. And we have a debp and abiding commitment to 
one another. And it is something that has been pal1 of our livesl really, almost from the time we 
met. And, you know, I'm-,.I'm old-fashioned enough not to talk! about my plivate life, and 1 
respect your respect for it, but 1--1 think that, you know, I look qack on all of those years together 
and it's just something that means a great deal to both of us. . 



RATRER: Given what you've been through the last year and a half or two years, did you ever 
consider leaving him? 

.----
Mrs. CLINTON: I'm not going to. talk about that 1--1 respect you, Dan, but I'm not going to 

answer those questions.' . 

(Footage of Clinton talking to Rather; Washington, DC; Clinton at the State of the Union 
address) 

RA TRER: (Voiceover) She doesn't bat an eye, and she doesnit give an inch. She has set finTI 
boundaries that she doesn't want broken. And whether she runs for Senate or not, sheis already 
on a campaign to make Americans define public and private th~ way she does. . 

. Pres. CL;nON: (From State of the Union address) In her hiltoric role to s'erve our nation and 
our best ideals ... 

RATRER: But in the Clinton White House, public and private, his past and her future, are hard 
to separate. . 

If you were to run and if you were to be elected, you would walk into the United States Senate, 
famous or infamous, depending upon your point of view, as beifg a pit of deal-making. 
compl:omise. And you'd be walking into a Senate in which a large number of the senators were 
the same senators who had put your husband on trial and,indedd, h"ied to run both of you out of 
Washington, for all intents and purposes. 

Mrs. CLINTON: But, you know, it is the United States Senate. It's part of the most important 
I 

legislative body, I would argue, in the history of the world. And there are a lot of good things and 
• I 

there are a lot of good people who are workmg hard together. 1nd, you know, .after all the years 
that I've been in Washington, and after all the difficulties and tHe challenges thatyou refer to, 
you know, I still really believe that we are blessed to be Amel"idans and that public service is a. 
privilege. 

So I'm not at all discouraged or pessimistic about the politica~ process. I just know how tough it 
is. I know a lot more about that than I did before I got to Washington. . . 

RATRER: And much of what she leamed came during the iJpeachment of her husband. In a 
moment, the first lady speaks personally about that, about how ~he survived it, and about the 
messages sent to young people. in America by the president's bJhavior. . . 

(Announcements) 

RATRER: Polls show she is one of the most admired women in America, but even after seven 
years in the spotlight, she remains a riddle for many people. It's hard to know what keeps her 
going: through maI-ital problems made public; political fights tJmed ugly; through tI-iumphs, 

) 



. '. . l 

disasters, and always the demands of her work. Tonight we get some answers about how she 
does it fi'om the only person in the world who really knows. 

Mrs. CLINTON: You know, I've--I've been really blessed. I mean, I know people might look 
at this and think, 'Oh, my gosh,' you know, 'with what she's been through, how can she say that?' 
But...' 

RA THER: Hard to see how you've been blessed the last year and a half or so. 

" I 
Mrs. CLINTON: Well, but, you know, nobody would wish op anyone what we and the 

country have gone through the last year and a half or so, but I also have leamed a lot. And J have 
been able to share experiences with people that have been extriordinary, with their outreach to 
me, their prayers, their good wishes, their concems. 

RATHER: Seven years ago on "60 Minutes, II she seemed to ridicule the idea of staying with a 
straying husband.' '. I 

Mrs. CLI:NTON: (From 1992 "60 Minutes") You know, I'm not sitting here as some little 
woman standing by my man like Tammy Wynette. I'm sitting here because I love him and I 
respect him and I honor what he's been through and what we'vel been through together. And,. you 
know, if that's not enough for people, then, heck, don't vote for him. 

, I 

(Footage of Clinton talking with Rather) 

RATHER: (Voiceover) Today she doesn't talk about fidelity. She talks about forgiveness, and 
dealing with' personal pain. 

Mrs. CLINTON: Sometimes things come totally out of the b~ue, and something good or 
tenible happens to you, neither one of which you could have pr~dicted, and--and probably 
celtainly don't deserve. Life is not by any means fair or easy fot anyone, but pmt of what I think 
we're challenged to do is to keep trying, And to keep trying no~ only on our own behalf, but on 
behalf of anyone whom we can touch and whom we can help. 

RATHER: You mentioned you're a religious person. Did you find yourself praying more over 
the most difficult period? . . I 

. ; 

Mrs. CLINTON: Well, I've--I've prayed a lot ever since we've been in the White House. It's 
been--it's been a circumstance that certainly requires a lot of pdyer and a lot of people... 

RA THER: You smile, but I sense you're selious. 

Mrs. CLINTON: Well--well, I'm very selious about it. I have prayed a lot and rye been 
prayed for a lot. And I have been grateful for the prayers of pedple I know, and people I will 
probably never meet. And it has helped me erionnously. And, you know, sometimes it's--it's-
it's a way not only of pouring your heart out, but'of really getting filled up again with, you know, 
some energy and some hopefulness and positive feelings that dn can)' you fOlward. 



I 

(Footage of Clinton addressing a committee) 


RA TRER: (Voiceover) She has always been more comfortable explaining health care ... 


Mrs. CLINTON: (From committee video) On the benefits pJkage, we have pliced that out 
vei)' carefully, congressman. 

(Footage of Clinton talking to press) 

RA TRER: (Voiceover) more effective fighting off financial questio~s ... 

Mrs. CLINTON: We went into Whitewater to make,money, hot to ~ose it. 
(Footage of Clinton on "Today" show) 

RA TRER: (Voiceover) ... more at ease on national television blaming paI1isan politics for her 
husband's problems, 

Mrs. CLINTON: (From "Today" show video) It's this vast right-wing conspiracy that has been 
cons piling against my husband since the day he announced for president. 

(Foota~e of Clinton and the president at the public gatheling) 
, 

RATHER: (Voiceove1~) HillaI)'. Rodham Clinton's l~test incaIuation is probably the one she 
likes least: long-suffering wife; for some, an object of sympathy. ' 

I ' 

(Excerpt from Democratic Convention; Clinton with the president at Democratic conventions; 
I ' 

Clinton sitting with the president; Clinton getting out of limo; <Clinton addressing New Yark 
Democrats; Clinton with teen-agers; Clinton with Boys and Gifts Clubs members) 

, , .' .' , . I" 

RATHER: (Voiceover) But now the woman who has always been at his side and on his side 
ma~ be about t? step out o~ her own. And 'as she fliI:S with a·rfn. for the Senate, she is once 
agam on the bnnk of breakmg new ground for Amencan first ladles. Soon she could be 
campaigning for herself. But the agenda she lays out seems dornright old-fashioned. She sees 
her work as focusing on children and families, andthe unique nroblems they face today . 

. Mrs. CLINTON: In some ways', !think we've been running Jind of an experiment, if you will, 
in raising of children. It's not anything anybody planned. It's ~een unwitting. But we've been 
changing the way we live, and we've been tealing down a lot of our institutions, we've been 

• I 

undelmining a lot of old values. We've allowed all'kinds of infiluences in our front doors that we' 
nev~r.would have befor~, to influence the lives of our children.j We've ~orked in ways, and our 
famIlIes are structured dIfferently than was ever done before. So there's Justbeen many, many 
things that have changed within one or two generations, which Iwe really have to pay attention to. 
And we--and we really have to start taking some action on--on behalf of our kids. 



RA TRER: Give me a specific one or two things, something concrete you think we could do 

and should be doing.' . 


Mrs. CLINTON: We have to be better connected to each other andpatiiculady to our children. 
We have to do more to build a sense of community. Now what! does that mean? Well, it may 

I • 
mean that our high schools and our schools at"e too large for children to really feel connected to 
the adults who are there, for the adults to know them. You knor' I was rece~tly in a.school in 
Queens, in New York City, and--and I was just stunned that in a school built for 1,500 kids, there 
were 2000 kids, and that there were gonna be 500 more becaus~ of overcrowding. 

You know, that sends a real message to children that, 'You're not our first priority. We're not 
gonna make space for you.' I go to so many towns and see now schools that have no play areas, 
where kids hav~ ~o safe places where they can ga~her. It's vel~ differei1~ fr~m the way m.ost of 
us grew up. It IS Just a lot harder to be--to be a chIld today. Y 9u know, If--lf we were domg . 
something in the front yard of our house when my mother wasn't home and the woman across the 
street saw us, she'd be out in a minute to tell us to, you kIlow, stop doing that or she'd tell our 

I . . 

mother. We couldwalk down sidewalks~ We could ride oUI"bikes to the parks. 
.. 1 ... . .\ 

There were so many other ways that we were connected. The church was a big pati of our life. 
You know, my father was home for dinner every night at the scime time. We have changed so 
much about how we live that I don't think it's useful at all to polint fingers and place blame. it's 

, much more a question of how each us will take responsibility ih our own lives, and in our 
professional ,and public lives, you know, to begin to speak otit~nd make the changes that we 
need. 

RA TRER: You ment~oned again children . 

. Mrs .. CLINTON: Mm-hmm: 

RA TRER: It--it's been--you know--it's been your--your.buming passion--it'~ just--to what 
you've been connected for most of your cat"eer. Did or did not the president, your husband, last 
year, did he communicate mixed messages to young people ab6ut right and wrong? 

.' .' . . . .' I· 
Mrs. CLINTON: Well, I--you know-~agairi, I'm not gonna g~ back and, you know; talk about 

that in any public way at this time. I think he has,himself, spoken aliout the people he let down 
and the disappointment he caused. So I will let him speak to tHat. . 

. '. I' 
But I think no matter who you are or no matter what you do or what's done to you, there's 

always the chance to try to make it better. That there's always ~he hope for forgiveness; to. 
forgive and be forgiven. And that comes certainly out of my rJligious faith, but it also comes out 
of my personal experience. 

RA TRER: Do you believe in redemption? 

Mrs. CLINTON: Absolutely. I've seen too much of it. I've not only seen it in the lives of 
other people, I've seen it in my own, and those Ilove around rrie. So I do. 



RA THER: Let's pretend for a moment it's 2050. There's an encyclopedia and it has a picture ... 


Mrs. CLINTON: Mm-hmm. 


RATHER: ... 0fHillary Rodham Clinton ... 


Mrs. CLINTON: Mm-hmm. 


RATHER: ... one-time first lady of the United States. What do you think the caption under that 

picture will be? 

Mrs. CLINTON: I have no idea. I have no idea. You know ... 
I 

RATHER: What would you like it to be? 

Mrs. CLINTON: Oh, my goodness. Y~u know, I don;t think about myself in those telms. 1--1 
'really do try to get up every day and just do "the best I can. I kn9w that may sound sort of simple 
but that's how I live my life. And I think I've been sort oftransition figure in the minds of a lot 

I 

of Americans because of, oh, the age at which we came into office, the backgrounds we brought, 
the things we worked on..My concerns, which I try to continud advocate. So I think that I've 
been a transition figure. And I don'I know whal the final j ud1enl on any of that will be. 

. RATHER: We've talked about the possibility of nmningf9r the Senate, you said that you're 
obviously interested in it. What are the possibilities that one day, someday, you'l1lUn for 
president? . i 

Mrs, CLINTON: Oh, my gosh, that's n--not possible I don't Jelieve. I mean ... 
I 

RA THER: You've thought about it though, haven't you? 


Mrs. CLINTON: No, 1 haven't. 


RA THER: Never considered it? 


Mrs. CLINTON: People have saidthat to me, but it's somet~ing I've--Idon't take seriously at 

all. It's not even--.it's--it's not even the--the universe of--ofmy thinking. 

RATHER: Like it or not, 1 know you'll like it not, your husband is one of two presidents to 
have been impeached. 

Mrs. CLINTON: Mm-hmrri. 

RATHER: Do you agree or disagree it's gonna be in the first paragraph of his obituary? 



Mrs. CLINTON: Well, 1--1 don't know. That depends--I suppose it depends on who writes the 
obituary. 1 don't think that it is by any means the most impOl1:artt contribution of his presidency, 
which 1 consider to be filled with very significant progress for 6ur country. . 

RATHER: He told me that he'd--in an interview ... 

Mrs. CLINTON: Mm-hmm. 

RA TIlER: ... that he did not considedta badge of shame. Diyou? . . . . . 

Mrs. CLINTON: It was such a polItIcal process. It Was--It was a tragIcally pohtIcal 
misfOltune for our country. And 1 think that when the history iJ written it'll be seen in a broader 
context and will be more understood. . 

RATHER: You've talked about that before, but~-if--now hav9 a chance to·reflect on a little, of' 
. all the allegations, accusations, charges made, what do you consideLthe most--the--the most . 
unfair attack? 

Mrs. CLINTON: Well, you know, 1 think that the entire process was an unfOltunate one, and 
I 

I'm just glad it's behind us now. I'm glad that--that we survived that painful period. And it was 
. painful. It was painful obviously for me and for my family and for our countly. 

(Footage ofClinton talking to Rather; Clinton walking in crowd; woman using camera) 
I 

RATHER: (Voiceover) It is the most she will share about the ,past year and a half, and for some 
in our confessional society, that may not be enough. But Hillad Clinton doesn't care. She's 
intent on sharing something else: Not what she's gone through, ~ut what she's come away with. 

Mrs. CLINTON: You know, when you go through any kind <Df difficult experience, you have a 
choice. 1 mean, you can let it break you and embitter you, or ydu can take whatever you've 
experienced, whatever pain or suffering, and decide that you're Istill gonna have faith. You 
know, your faith in God, ·your faith in your fellow .man, that yoJ're still gonna believe that you 
can make a contribution to abetter life. It's a'choice. EvelY siJgle day we wake up, you can 
choose to be cynical or hopeful. You can choose to be grateful or contemptuous. You can make 
all those choices. And for me, it's nota very hard choice. 


