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, Thank you v~ry much~,Rector [Rene Blanchett], and thank you for this oppoliunity t~ be 
in this place of greatiearningfand such important history. I'm honored to be here. I want to 
thank the university for extending this opportunity, I want to t~ank Madame Chirac, who was 

~ , . 
with me; and who has become a friend of mine' and whom I admire very much. And I wish to ' 

. 11, ,:" _ 

thank her anc;l her husband fo~ once again making my family feel so welcome in Paris. I wish 
especially to thank thefacult)fl, the staff, and the stud~ntS, and] wish that I would have more 
time to spend here-a 'place I;have long wanted to ,visit. , 

, ', 
'~ , 

/ 'I am delighted to bejdined here by the distinguish'ed wife of our ambassador, and I am 
, Jf,'" 

also very pleased that there ar~ ministers, many distinguishedg4ests, and fellow Americans as 
welL One cannot walk into t~is historic place withoutthinkinglofthe extraordinmyminds who 
have called this university hoine, and of the powerful ideas boli and nurtured here. One also is 
, ' II. . ~ : ... 

confronted by the combination of tradition and change that has always thrived within these 
'walls. It is that combination, Jbd the challenge presented by th~ balancing of tradition and 
change, that I would 'like to s~e~ about today. ' 

, ,~ , ' 

We hear quite a bit in'1nY country and yours', and around the world, about 'something 
called globalization. and the dfamatic changes that it is bringing,. , Yesterday in Geneva, my 
husband talked about globall~ation during a speech to the,Inte11ational Uibor Organization. The' 

,") leaders of the G-8 nations will '7lso d~scuss. globalization at theif summit th~s .weekend in 
Germany. In one form or another, thIS tOpIC fills our newspapers, our televIsIon shows, and our 
conversations every day. Ho,? could if not? All around us we see remarkable increases in . 
technology and the resultant shifts in the economy andthe sociil structures of our nations, We 
see the effects of rapid transP9rtation and communication in out lives. And we live in a ~orld 
that is more interconnected 4dmore interdependent than ever lbefore. . . " , 

l
Now, as with any swe~ping chang~ in'hi~tory, there are rhose who are great propoJ1ents 

of globalization, whether or npt they can define it. There are, others who are great opponents, . 
whether or not they can de~nt it. But the real challenge is ript ~o'engage ~n an m'gument, but to . 

, try better to understand the forces that are at work and to harness· those forces on behalf of 
society. To ensure that globalization, howeve~ one defines it, iJ never a substitute f01' 
humanization, never a force f6rmarginalization, and not an eneby of the values that have long 
shaped 'our two societies. 'if" '" " '. - . , , 
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Thomas Jefferson use9 to walk these streets, awed by tHe architecture of Paris, buying e and reading books by Voltaire and Rousseau and other le<:J.ding ~hinkers of the Enlightenment, 
'. 	 shaping his own thoughts and beginning to assume the role tha~ he would play in our nation's 

history. I imagine him inspired, more than anything, by the re~olutionary idea that power does 
come from the people, not by::any virtue of birth, nor religious Qrder, nor social standing. But 
that in fact each ofus, as he would say, is born with "inalienabl~ rights" that have to be 
.recognized. That simple and powerful idea built our sister repu:blics, and it has bound us 

• • II . .: 	 . 

together through the good tlm;esand the tough times for more than two centuries. It has 
c;onsistently tested us to see if we can live up to our own stated ~deals and realize their promise, 
to see whether our actions as in~ividuals and collectively matcH our ideals-whether in our own 
backyards, or in the Balkans. 

," We have much to be.grateful for-those of us who are Ifrench or Amel1can-aswe end, 
this most violent century, for the blessings that were sewn more than two centUl1es ago. We are 
still realizing their benefits. Our prosperity, our security-we dwe those to the pioneering work 
of our forefathers and foremothers. And yet, we cannot take fot granted that the ideals; which 
~otivated us and still should ~uide us, will be the ones that triuinph in the 21 sl Century. 

I recently visited refugees in a camp in Macedonia. It was there that I heard most 
,powerfully the arguments as tf> why we must stand for the values that we hold and propose. The 
stories that were told were no~ in philosophical terms, they werJ not suppot1ed by statistical . 
analysis, but they came from the hearts of people who had seen their families separated, their 
daughters raped, their fathers ~xecuted, their homes destroyed. I doubt that anyone of us will 
soon forget the haunting images of children crowded onto trains-something we thought we 
would never see again on this continent. ' 

I will always rememb~r what one woman told me about how she and her family had been 
forced'into a large crowd at thePristina train station. She'was holding the hands of one ofhet: 
older children, who in tum wis holding the hands of two of the younger ones. As the family 
was being pushed alo~g, thos~ little hands slipped out of hers; *the midst oftha! crowd, she 
lost three of her children. . 

Perhaps more than any other story, that one has stayed with me. It is hard to absorb what 
we are now learning about mass graves. It is hard to imagine tHat this still goes on. But I can, in 

, my mind's .eye, see a little hand slipping out of mine. It is notjhst that speciftcincident or the 
many other stories that it represents that I believe we should rerbember and learn from, because 
it is a challenge to us. What does it mean if we have cell phonekthat can connect us from one 
pal1 of the world to the other ~ith the mere flick of our finge~, it a mother loses three of her 
children because of <:J.forced efPulsion? What does it mean if o}lr affluence gives us so many 
more opportunities to travel,.;l~am, and indulge ourselves in whateverwe choose if we keep 
uncovering mass graves? I! 

II 
" 

In the face of these ki~ds of tragedies, I've also seen the best of humanity. I've seen the 
relief workers from your country, my country, and places from as far away as Israel and Japan 
working in those camps. I've:met people who are determined t~ rebuild Kosovo with a sense 'of 
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positive energy and not vindictiveness and retribution. This has been possible because our 
" . I,

nations-our leaders and our Citizens-stood up against evil. ryow there are some who I know 
who would quibble with my lise of that word, but I think it fully describes the contlict we have 
been waging these last few months. 
'. ' 

Here in France, I know that many citizens responded. High school students raised money 
, . , 

by selling bouquets oflilies in Normandy. School children collected teddy bears and toys in 
Blittany. Hundreds of thousands of refugees were able to pick 6p a satellite phone to tell their 
families that they were still alive because of Telecomms Withoht Borders. And starting 
tomon'ow, a public/private partnership between th~ United Stat~s and France will allow refugees 
in Leon to get on the Internet 'and tell their stories right to their families and friends, and tty to 
find out whether their loved ones are merely missing or dead. 

, ,, 
The many democracies that came together to wage this battle against Milosevic may have 

spoken different languages and even held different political vie~s. But they have sent a unified 
message at the end of this cen,tu'ry that says we will not tum awhy wilen human beings are 
cruelly expelled, or when they are denied basic rights and dignities bequse ofhmy 'they lookor 
how they worship. When crirres against humanity rear their ugjIy heads, we have to send such a 
message as an international c9mmunity. . 

I' 
" ' 
Ii 

But what about us as individuals? What about us as citizens? How do we live the values 
in peacetime that we have just fought for? How do each of us -Jrork to ensure that our children 
and our children's children dd,n:t repeat the 20th century's worstlexcesses? We're thinking about 
that because of the approach·Of the millennium. Like your COIlilITlission 2000, the President and 
I created the White House Miilennium Council that we hoped Jould help people mark this time 
in history, not just by a great party on New Year's Eve, but by iaking this oppOliunity to think of , . I 
who we are as a people-what aspects of our history, our culture, and our values we want to 
bring into the next century, and'what we wish we can, by hard ~ork and detelmination, leave 
behind. 

We've chosen as our theme: "Honor the past, imagine tUe future." By honoring the past, 
we have to take a hard look at where we have been; we have to ~cknowledge the progress'we've 

, I. 
made, but also the violence and the disappointment, in order to Ilive honestly in the present and 
imagine and create a better future. Now at any time of great trahs'ition such as this, there are 
al~ays pessimists among us. 'I went back and read about the fitst millennium's end. There was 
the myth of panic and teiTor afoot in the land, where people ga~e away their possessions and hid 
in churches all over Europe waiting for the world's end. There ~as even a rather controversial 
monk in the tenth century wh6 consistently warned his neighbors of impending do~m. He had 
quite acheckered past, having been expelled from a number of monasteries, but he always had 
an audience, There were alwiyk people who believed that the 'Yorst was yet to come, 

, , I 
I , ' 

Well now, clearly he was wrong. And now we look bac~ at the so-called Dark Ages and 
we can seethat there were changes during those times t4at set the tone for what was to come. 
There was a spread of literacy:, the emergence of craftsman's guilds, students congregating on 
the Left Bank to study the liberal arts, new universities 'and religious orders beginning-. 
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As we stand now in a "cry different time, there is much to be optimistic about. Yet there 
are those among us who are ~ery pessimistic. And what is call d for is a realistic appraisal of 
where we are, and where we want to be, and h9W we manage.td navigate that joumey. Because 
when it comes to globalizatio~ and the forces at work, we have Ito be realistic. There is no 
tuming back. We're not going to be doing away with computeIs, or cutting off the Intemet, or 
stopping jet travel, or preventIng the mass media from bringingl different cultures and ideas to 
our doorsteps.' . 

I ' 

. So the challenge is t~irig that ~'eality as it is and le~rning how to h~ess those forces,:'to 
answer positively questions that confront humanity. For examp,le, will the global economy lead 
to growth, stability, and inno~ation-or will it merely lead to a Irace to the bottom of the 
economic ladder? Will it help to expand opportunities for all citizens, or only reward those of us 
already lucky enough to hav~ t~e skills to manipulate informatibn and navigate through the 
information age? Will we leatn, from one another, will we respect each other's cultures, or will 
we retreat into our own self-proclaimed identities? Will we pelTI1it our unique cultures to be 
uprooted by a one-dimension~l consumer culture? Will we pennit spirituality to be replaced 
completely by materialism? . W~ll the fear of the unknown lead hs further into racism, nativism, 
xenophobia, and violence? . 

These are the question's that not only leaders; but all ofqs have to address. We do not 
have any clear map ofwhere we are going in the next century. If you look at popular culture,. 
the image is not a pretty one.~In my own country, many of the ~ovies in recent years express, 
om" innate fears about what awaits us. They are apocalyptic visions that leave only a few people 
on eat1h-~vhole cities ~urvivtng under domes bec~use'we haveldeplete? our natural resources. 
And often m these mOVIes, fot reasons that I questIon, we have space ahens who are always 
blowing up Washington, D.C.,. and the White House. 

But these negative im~ges, the~e apocalyptic visions, tel~ us somethir:tg about the fears '"" 
that we currently have, wheth~rwe aI1icuiate them or not. The statue of Victor Hugo next qoor 
has words imprinted on ittliat:could serve as our motto for today. He said, "There is nothing 
like a dream to create the future." So what is our dream? Is it ~ nightmare that gives words and 
action to what we have seen in the Balkans or in Rwanda? Or i~ it a dream of cooperation, of a 
positive view of who we can ~e:ifwe work together? I ',' 

We have the responsib,ility to create a society in which we expand the benefits of . 
democracy and freedom to all:of our fellow citizens; where we ensure t!lat free markets benefit 
all people, not just a privileged few; where we create and nurtu+ vibrant civil societies that 
foster active citizens. I often use a very simple metaphor to tal'ki about society-that of a three­
legged stool: one leg is the government, another is the economy!, and the third is a civil society. 

, , I 
I spoke about this at length at Davos a few years ago because, f0r that World Economic Forum, I 

, - I 

wanted to remind the pariicip~ts that we cannot sit on a stopl if there at°e only one or two legs; 
we cannot sit on that stool. if ~ne leg is shorter or longer than thy others. We need three legs that 
balance and reinforce one. ano~her, and that are strong enough t9 support us in the years to come. 

" ' 
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We have lived with the benefits, for 50 years now, of the agreement~ that were made at 
the ~nd of the Second World War, coming out of Bretonwoods[to cr~ate new fi~ancial 
archItectures that would enable us to tackle the problems that "'Ie knew would he ahead. Today, 
we have outlived the usefulness of that particular set of arrangements. And we now have to face 
up to creating a new architectu~e that ~ill help us tackle runaw~y global capitalism's worst 
effects; ensure social, sa~ety nets for the most vulnerable; addrefs the debt burden that is cI:ushing 
many of our poorest natIOns. 'And I'm pleased, as I know many I others are, that the G-8 wIll be 
addressing debt relief at the summit in Cologne. , 

I 
So we do have to confront and be willing to use our political will to address the issues 

that are paramount today. Thilt,will take effectively functionin~ governments to do. There are 
those, particularly in my country, who insist on a,salting goverrtment, who claim that if we 
would only abolish or severely weaken it that everyone's freed6m and prosperity would 
blossom. That is, I believe, a,very mistaken notion, particularl~ as we end this century. We 
need strong and efficient go~emments-not oppressive or wea4 ones-,that are able to empower 
citizens to help them take responsibility for their families and communities,' , 

Similarly, with the. economy, there are those in Europe ~r the United States who 
overstate or understate the positive effects of the free market. There are many who are great 
advocates, who think that the market can do anything if left alohe. There are others who are 
great opponents, who are very clearly undermining or misunde~standing the benefits that free 
enterprise brings. ,So again we have to create a balance. How do we enjoy the benefits without 
suffering from the excesses? ' 

Now the discussion ahout government and the eC6nom~ could go 011' fordays , And I, 
hope it does here in this distinguished university and in other p~aces here and in the United ' 
States, Asia, and throughout tht! world, because we have to come to terms with how govel11ment 
and the economy will function, 'But today I want to focus on th~ third leg of the stool, the one 
that is often overlooked-that of civil society, of citizenship. Because it is there in the space 
between govel11ment and the economy that we live our lives ana pass down our values. It is 
where we find that wonderful phrase from the great French obs~rver of American life, ' 
DeTocqueville-,"the h'abits of the heart"-that determine how 'we are going to live together; the 
voluntary associations that we join; the arts and culture that define us, challenge us and make our 
spirits sore; the training ground in families and neighborhoods ~hat turn our people into citizens. 

" , I 

Now the economy can create the jobs and enough wealth so that we can enjoy what is 

best about life. And it can of course, as we have seen, create cdnsumers and the producers of 

goods. But the economy cannot create citizens. Government c~ protect our freedoms and 

defend our lives, but it can only respond to citizens, not create them. Only civil society can do 

that. And it is time for us, in our advanced economies and our ]ong-standing democracies, to 

renew civil society within and expand it abroad. I 


As I have been privileged to travel around the world, I have seen how new, struggling 
democracies are attempting to nurture civil society.: They understand very well that they cannot 
contend with the forces of glob~lization without citizens feeling empowered to take advantage of 

. , ' , ' 
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them. As the debate over globalization continues, the citizens will truly determine the outcome. 
It is they who will decide whether we will have strong, sustainJble societies in France or the 
United States, but a strong gl~bal society as well. 

As my husband said yesterday in Geneva, we. must put a human face on the global 
economy, giving workers evefY,~here a stake'in its success, eqJipping them to reap its rewards, 
providing for their families the basic conditions of ajust society. How do we do that? Well, we 
have to invest in citizens-from their education, to the care of$eir children, to health care. 
This is not just about redistributing wealth; it is about distlibutihg opportunity, or as Anthony 
Giddon has said, "It is about redistributing life's chances." 

Now there are some in my country and elsewhere who say that once talk turns to civil 
. society, to life-long education, to learning, to health care, to the voluntary sector-that we have 
. strayed into the soft issues. That we are putting a spotlight onto what will lead, in the words of 

one commentator, to the "feminization of politics," which I assilime they believe is a bad thing. 
But I prefer to think of this process as the "humanization" of pdlitics-the kind of kitchen table 
issues that are discussed in Paris or in Washington ..Ahd I beliJve that by paying attention to 
these real life political issues"we can reinvest citizens with a stfke in their government; we ,can 
better empower them to compete in the economy; and we can have more assurance that our 
ideals will last into the future. We cannot be satisfied until we find ways to bring the benefits of 
the civil society to all people-whether it be providing educatidn for girls in parts of Asia or 
Aflica; providing small loans so that people can start their own ~usiness in Washington D.C., or 
Denver, or Latin America; creating opportunities for all citizens to participate in neighborhood 
and local decisions-to rebuild .the repository of TIlISt that is esientiill for all iri any democracy.. 

TomOlTow I will be going to Sicily for a'conference on building citizenship, This is a 
topic on the minds of academic~, leaders, citizens, and those wHo are enlightened business 
leaders as well. One of the places I will go in Palermo is a 16th bentury church that just a few 
years ago was abandoned. Its surr~mnding neighborhood was a1magnet for thieves, crime, and 
despair. But then four years ago, the citizens of that neighborhood decided that they had had 
enough. They determined to re~laim this treasure. So they began to clear away the rubble. 
They restored the .church. They planted a garden. And in the ptocess, they not only resurrected 
a historic site and turned it into avibrant center for the mis, thd became part of a world-wide 
movement of citizen actionto combat crime and violence, and ib a positive way to reconnect 
people to one another, to. transform their own lives lightwhere they live. . , 

1 • 

If we want to ensure that the global economy does lift aliI of us, then we have to teach 
young people how to feel that sense of empowerment. And we have to demonstrate to them 
respect for one another, and to see their diversity as a sign of st+ngth. In France, you could see 
that in the faces of the World Cup champions last year. You can see it in the young people in 
groups like S.O.S. Racism. y'ou can see it in exhibits like "Silehce the Violence," All around 

. ' I ,I" 

France, all around my country, and increasingly around the world, we are seeing citizens, 
including children, understanding the role they have to play in divil society. 
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This may be the hardest task that we have. How do we Ibring people together to live 
civilly with one another? Whether it is in Northern Ireland, or in the Balkans, or in the Middle 
East-how do we create a civil :society where there has been very little evidence of that? How 
do we say enough to the bloo<:J.shed, whether it happens in Littlbton, Colorado, or whether it 
happens hal f a world away in' Indonesia? . . 

There is a new impetus for this action, but it wili ~eqUir~ Ieadmhip. It will require us 
not to leave it to our governments, but to inquire into our own 'ves and our own professions as 
to how we can kindle that commitment to civil society. I'm' ressed by the work of the youth 
counsels here in France where students in one community plan~ed flowers andtrees and worked 
to help clean up the neighborhood, and then taught others to do1the same. Where children in 
another community started examining the United Nations Con"1ention on the Rights of the 
Child-interviewing one another, organizing debates, and parti¢ularly focusing on children as 
victims ofwar-.even becomihg pen pals with children in Bosnia. 

I'm told there are more than 600,000 students taking th~ Baccalaureate exams in France 
this week who are nervous about their futures. Well, I hope that through our own effOlts, we 
will create conditions in which that nervousness is more about k exam than about the kind of 
world they will'live in and inhabit. I 

Our predecessors over the last century did a lot to forward progress, to create 
opportunity, to build democrades, togive more people their God-given potential. But now it is 
our turn. We have enjoyed the penefits and the blessings of tha~ work. Now we must, contribute 
to its ongoing life and spread its benefits more broadly than the~ have ever been shared in 
human history. Recently at the ,White House, one of your man~ distinguished graduates, Elie 
Wiesel, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, spoke. He asked us to think about how all of us could 
combat what he called "the perils of indifference." He told a stbry of how when his father and . 
he were taken away to the conc~ntration camps, he thought, "H6w could this happen? I'm only 
a young boy." And then he imagined what it would be like when he ~as an adult and some 
young child would turn to him and ask, "What have you done with my future? What have you 

. done with your Iife?'" And Wiesel answered his own question qy saying, "1 would tell him 1 
have tried to keep memory alive, and 1have tried t6 fight those lwho would forget." 

. At the end of his Iectu\", the last question was asked by ~ Catholic pliest in the audience 
who said, "How-at the end of this century and in the middle of the conflict in Kosovo, when it 
s'eems as though evil never retreats but just goes underground t6 reemerge again--can you tell us 
there is a future that awaits that Can be positive?" And Wiesel ~aid, "What choice do we have? 
We either hope and create the best future we can, or we give in to those forces anayed against 

,
us." 

That is the turning point:we are at once again. I'm very !Proud that your na~ion and mine, 
and our NATO allies, fought a conflict-not for tenitorial gain'i not to settle any score with 
anyone, but for reasons that have rarely motivated great nations-Ito stand up for human lights 
and the values that we pfoclaimin the teaching that tak~s place rere. But now we cannot just 
leave the peace to chance. We :ave a lot ofwork to do III KOSOr' but wealso have a lot of 
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work to do here in France and rpy country, and throughout the world. I'm hoping that in the 
years to come, that that three-legged stool stays sturdy becauselwe recognize that we need 
effective government and we provide the tools for that; we participate in the economy, but we do 
not give in to it; and we build a strong civil society that will bebome the bulwark against the 
challenges that will inevitably come in the future. 

, . 
I hope that as this millennium occurs, we ask ourselves Ithe hard questions that it . 

demands-we ask how we would answer the question that Elie Wiesel.po~ed. Because one 
hundred years from-now, at the end of the next centmy, perhap~ somewhere in Pmis in a virtual 
auditorium, there will be those that will wonder what happened in the 21 st centmy. And I hope 
they will look back at us and believe that we did the best we cor1d to face the challenges before 
us. That we honored the past by never forgetting its worst fon:rs of evil. That we did not 
remain silent when people were stripped of their lights or dignity. That under our watch, 
globalization never. substituted for humanization. That when given a chance, we worked to 
create a global society that did not drive us apart or push some rp and others down, but that. 
instead equipped people to make the most out of their own lives to create the kind of future they 
chose for themselves and their families. 

There's a lot of work to be done, but it's a great time to contemplate how we can move in 
to this new century together. I am grateful for the long, strong friendship between our two 
nations, andI look forward to the leadership that will come froin the public and plivate sectors 
to create the kind of future that is worthy of our past ideals. ­ . . 

'.. 
Thank you very much. , 

• 
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