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QWe are here to talk about a subject which really is on evel)'b6dy's mind and haS been the 
topic of conversation ever since the Littleton shooti~gs at Colurhbine High. But I can't ignore 
the fact, obviously, that there were events yesterday involvingderhaps peace in Yugoslavia and 
Serbia with the Serbs. Does your gut tell you we have peace? 
THE PRESIDENT: Well; I'm encouraged. I think that, first of all, President Ahtisaari of 
Finland, and MI". Chernomyrdin did a vel)' good job. They got ?ur positions vel)' close together 
and then presented it to Mr. Milosevic, and they have accepted it. '. 
But over the last six and a half years I've had a number of agredments with Mr. Milosevic and 
the .only one that has been kept}s the Dayton Agre~ment wherelwe?ad forces.on the ground. So 
I wIll feel much better about thIS when we have eVIdence that tHere IS a real WIthdrawal of Serb 
forces and when we're moving in. .' . I 

Q But the word is that they've accepted the terms that we sent in, so why keep bombing them 
in the interim? When a bully cries "uncle," you let him up, let Thim go home, you don't keep 
hitting on him. .... . .... I. .: 
THE PRESIDENT: Well, you have been rep Oliing about the nature of the continuing campaign. 
I think it's impOliant that we continue the militaI)' action again~t the militaI)' targets until we 
have some evidence that there are more than words h~re. For dx and a half years, we've had 
various agreements, but until we. had the agreement ending the rar in Bosni~ at Dayton, the 
others weren't kept. And so I thmk that-and we've had the same problem m Kosovo. We want 
to know that the military forces' are withdrawing, and we want ~o have the timetable for our 
people going in. I 
Q So what is the evidence that would bring about a pause in the bombing? Is it the beginning 
of the withdrawal of the troops,: once you see x number out? I . .'. .. . 
THE PRESIDENT: We want to see-we want to have a militaIily velifiable withdrawal of the 
troops and an agreement about the introduction of the internatidnal force. That should come-or 
could come quite scion. The paper that Mr. AhtisaaIi gave to tHe Serbs provided for militaIy-to­
militaIY contacts; those contact~ are to occur very soon, in the rlext several hours, probably early 
tomorrow their time. And then we could proceed pretty quickl~. 
So, believe me, I'm anxious to end the bombing, but I want to ~now that our objectives have 
been achieved. . . . . 
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Q A couple ofvery quick questions. Were. war crimes the war crimes against Mr. Milosevic 
discussed at all in the talks? 
THE PRESIDENT: I don't believe they were. 
Q His staying in office, were theydiscussed-'was that dis~ussed? 


THE PRESIDENT: That's not part of the terms that NATO set but in the beginning .. 

Q So that question is simply.1eft ­
THE PRESIDENT: That question is left open. Now, he is 

subject to the jl:liisdiction ofthe International War.Crimes Tribunal, which means that ifhe 

comes within the j~ris?iction ofan!, country that is cooperat~ng rith the United Nations, they 

would have an obhgatIOn to tum hIm oveL But that was not a pfUt of the terms necessary to 


. secure retu111 of the Kosbvars and, therefore, we have. to proceed with the conditions we set ' 
. . 

~t~nd very quickly, will the troops, the pe~cekeeping forces, bnce they go in, be under unified 
command?' '.' . I. . 

,THE PRESIDENT:. Yes. They have to be: We have to have an organized, unified way of 
dealing ,:ith this, be,cause their liv.es w.i11 be at. stake, too. I . . 
Q Allnght. Let me tU111 to the SItuatIOn of kIds and guns. The House, m the next few weeks, 
is going to stmt 'debating a bill that includes some gun c~ntrol rrleasures that were passed by the 
Senate. And political points will be scored by both sides in that! debate. 
But you and I know, don't we,' really, that it's not going to makcl a damn bit of difference-only 
on the margins-in the way. kids get guns. I 
THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, I don't necessarily agree with that. I think the Brady Bill 
has made a real difference; having the background checks mattdrs. We know that 250,000 
people, from the time I signed the Brady Bill in '94 until last ye~r, were unable to get handguns. 
We know just since the Insta-Check went in last year, another 3

1
6,000 people have been denied 

the light to get handguns. So closing the gun show loophole matters. Doing a background check 
for some other things Irecommended, a background check for clxplosives as well-very 
important in the Littleton case-.these things will matter. I 
Now, does. more need to be done? I think so. I think that more does need to be done. The 
Speaker of the House agreed that we ought to make it unlawful ~or people under 21 to have 
handguns, and I was encouraged by that. And that's, of course,/something I'm suppOlting. 
Q But even with the checks-what you can't get in the front qoor, so many people go around 
and get in the back door. Forty.percent of the gun sales in this ~ountry are unregulated; nobody 
checks them. There are a group of kids that you're going to me~t in the next half-hour who are 
going to tell ~ou,.if!. want t~ get a gun, I can go get one, and nOlbodY'S going to know about it, 
and I'll have It wlthm a week. . . 
THEPRESIDENT: That's true, but the more we move to make such transactions, and 
possession unlawful. And the more we move against people who perpetrate them, the more 
success we will have. . :.. . I . 
You know, it's funny-even the NRA says, well, we ought to ,Hfosecute Climes. Well, we ought 
to make the tight things crimes, and we ought to make it unlawful for children to possess these 
weapons; we qught to make it unlawful for people to sell them to them or to transfer to them; and 
we ought t~ clo~e the loophol,es in the law. A~d as we'do that, re will make a difference. , 
Also, keep m muid that the LIttleton example IS not the only ex:ample that we have to be mmdful 
of. There are 13 children a day who m'e shot in America, who liose their lives, in ones and twos 
on the streets. 
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Q There's a Littleton every day. 

THE PRESIDENT: So we have to make-anything we can do 10 keep guns out of the hands of 

criminals and kids, we ought to do. . . 

Q But when you went to Littleton, a friend of yours who supp(i)lis you on gun control said to 

me in the last 48 hours, the Pi'esident, because, as he said, LittletOll has seared the national 

conscience-the President had a chance to roar on gun control ahd he meowed-and that was a 


. fliend of yours. There are very basic measures that could be takbn that people agree on. We 
register every automobile in America-
THE PRESIDENT: Absolutely. 
Q -- we don't register guns. That's a step that would make a difference. 
THE PRESIDENT: Look, let's join the real world here. You wiant to have an honest 
conversation? Let's have an honest conversation. I am the firstjpresident wh~ ever took on the 
NRA. I got my patiy in Congress to stand with me on the Brady Bill, which has made a 
difference, on the assault weapons ban. We are ~o~ in the procbSs of closing loopholes in the 
assault weapons ban, . 'I 

. What happened to them when they dId that? In 1994, we lost between 12 and 20 members of the 
House of Representatives because they were tar'geted by the NRA for standing up for the lives of 
our children. Now, wait a minute. You talk about roaring and rheowing-then I came fOlward 
with this legislation. Did this roar through the Senate? No. wJ passed a bill causing the gun 
show loophole by 51-50 because of the Vice President of the .uiited States. Did the House of 
Representatives make a pliority out of what was passed in the Senate and pass it light through? 
No. They went home before taking action. Why? To give the NRA time to lobby them, to 
water down what was passed. I, 
Now., I have made it perfectly clear that I want to get what was passed in the Senate, passed in 
the House. Then we will come back and try to pass some morelthings, because Littleton did sear 
the conscience of the nation. The question is not whether we have seared the conscience of the 
nation; the question is whether, on gun issues, whether the peo~le who now constitute the House 
and the Senate will pass what is sensible. ' 
And I intend to do that. But for you to say that I shouldn't take what I can get because-,and 
instead I should ask for things thatI am absolutely positive will be defeated in the Congress, is 
quite wrong, And to ignore the fact-and whoever you talked about that you don't want to out 
here-to ignore the fact that my administration and my patiy tobk on this issue when no one else ' 
would and paid a huge price for it-and lost control of the Hou~e of Representatives in all 
probability because of it-and to pretend that this is an easy thihg now because Littleton 
happened, is wrong. 'We are working very hard to pass sensibh~ measures that will make a 
difference, that will save chil~ren'~ lives. I . . 
You say they won't save all lIves. You say there are stronger nreasures that could be taken. You 
are absolutely right. You have no evidence that they could pass in this Congress. 
Now, I will do my best to advocate moi'e; but I am doing it-arid I've made it clear .. I want to do 
this in sequence. I want to pass what we've passed in the Senaie in the House. Then I want us to 
come back with a second set of recommendations. I intend to Reep working on this. I think this 
is going to take years. We have-the Congress is out of touch kith the Amelican people. 
Q But let me come back to you on that., The polls- . . 
I believe-really, the polls have shown that this country would accept registration offireatIDs, 
And yet we don't do that, and we're not fighting about regulation:of guns-
THE PRESIDENT: That's because -­
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Q' -- you regulate every other consumer product in America, 
THE PRESIDENT: ButYOl.i want to have a candid conversation: The reaSon is, this Congress 
came to poWer after the 1994 elections because in critical races the people who voted for more 
modest things, like the Brady Bill-which the polls showed the ~oters support-got beat They 

got beat, Charlie, . ' 

Q But hasn't the NRA won the debate at that point? 

Once we say-' . 

THE PRESIDENT: No.' 

Q -- it's politically impossible-: 

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q -- we can't do it-

THE PRESIDENT: I didn't say it was-

Q -- we won't propose it, hasn't the NRA­

THE PRESIDENT: No. 

Q -- basically framed the debate at that point? 

THE PRESIDENT: No. I didn't say it was politically 

impossible. You say I should be recommending more; I ask you to look at the vote in the Senate, 


I • 

which historically has been more willing to deal with this than the House, and look at what we 

passed. We passed closing the gun show loophole-,which, I ddn't care what you say, or my 

fliend says these kids say, is a big deal-we passed it by one vo~e. One vote. ' 

And you're saying, well, why didn't you recommend something more sweeping? And I told you 

that I intend to recommend further measures, but I'd like to pasS what we have passed to the 

Senate, because it makes a difference. The things that we passetl in the Senate will make a " 

di fference. , ' , ,. .' I ' 


Should we do more? Should people ought to have to register guns like they register their cars? 

Do I think that? Of course, I do. Of course, I do. Now-but I tbn you, the Amelican people 

may have one opinion, but they elected the Congress and the C6ngress doesn't have that opinion. 

I'm going to do my best to move the Congress and the people dn move them, but we can only­

how foolish would it be for me to be debating this issue when tHe~e things are before the 


I 

Congress, they can save children's lives, and I should blow by them because they're not enough? 

I don't think so. I .' 


Q I want to take you to the other room. There are some young kids in there who want to ask 

you about other things, about the glamorization of violence in tfue media, those kinds of things­
about parental responsibility. We'll get to aU of that Come on in the other room, we'll do that 
THE PRESIDENT: Good. 
Q Let's go to Diane in the Roosevelt Room. 

* * * * * 

Q Good morning, America. I'm Charles Gibson. 

Q And I'm Diane Sawyer. 

And we continue our special two-hour brmldcast on 

kids and guns from the White House. We have come into the Roosevelt Room, the President has 

accompanied us and we have been joined by the First Lady, Hdlary Rodham Clinton. And for 

the next 30 to 35 minutes or so;we're going to broadcast withoht commercial intelTuption, 
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talking with a group of high school students that we have gathered from around the countly 
about this subj ect. . 
Q And they are experts in some of the themes that we have all been talking about: accessibility 
of kids to guns, parenting, and whether this is a culture that glall}orizes violence and whether 
that's what we want or not. So Charlie and I are going to take oliIr seats in the Roosevelt Room 
bleachers here, and I'm going to start with Albert Smith, becausb I know you wanted to say , 
something or ask something. I 

I should tell you, Mr. President and Mrs. Clinton, that Albert's sister was wounded in gunfire in 
Evanston, Illinois. She's all light now, but he has some pretty pksionate feelings about all of 
this. 
So, Albert, you begin. 
ALBERT: Well, Mr. President, I listened to your interview and [ couldn't help-well, I'm ' 
encouraged by the fact that you're working hard to pass some gJn legislation, but how can 1be 
sure that that legislation will prevent accidents like my sister beihg shot and various fliends of 
mine? How can I be sure of that? And how spectacular is this IJgislation and what makes it 
different? I 
THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think, first of all, we can't say that anyone law will make a 

. . I 

difference. But I think if you look at the school shootings-and ~ think all of you know this, but 
we ought to say this to America-'this is nofjust about school shootings, although they're veIY 
im~ortan~, but 13 children are killed every day by guns on the strl1eets, in the neighborhoods and 
varIOUS CIrcumstances.. . 
So I think there are basically three problems .. You have more kids that are kind of at risk of 
violence. You have a culture that desensitizes and glorifies violJnce, and desensitizes people to 
it. And it's way too easy to get guns. 
And so what I think we have to do is to work on all three things. And we've got to pass as much 
legislation as we can that makes it-keeps guns out of the wrong hands, and basically makes it 
harder for kids and harder forcliininals to get guns. And this legislation will do that. It will help 
us close some of the loopholes; it will help us strengthen 'the background checks. It will also do 
something that was veIY important at Littleton arid will become ~ncreasingly important with the 
Intemet giving so much infOlmation to kids-it will put a lot of e!lUr background requirements for 
guns into explosives, too, which I think are veIY important. Afte~' the Littleton thing, I think we 
can all see that. . '. I· . 
But I can't guarantee that. There are over 200 million guns in Aferican society now, in a 
countIy of about 260-plus billion people. But we can make it a lot harder, and we can 
dramatically reduce the chances that such things will occur. I 
Q If I could, Mr. President, I would like to playa short clip here, because I want to ask the 
students about something, and I'd love to have Mrs. qinton talkltp this as well. . 
We keep talking about legislation, but what about you in schoolsr Reading through the notes, I 
was so surprised how many of you have known that a kid, a fl:ien1d sometim~s, had a gun in " 
school, but you said you weren't sure you'd tell anybody about it. 
Let me just show you a young man-he's a freshman, and he tra~els around the countIy showing 
how .easy .it is to walk into school carrying not gun, but guns. I WII ant to play this ,clip. 
(A vIdeo IS shown.) .. 
Q Twelve total guns. He does it as a waming to students and to teachers that it can be done 
without you being able to spot it, which raises this question I wa~t to ask all of you. It's called 
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snitching, as we know, but how do you feel-will you all be willi~g to take responsibility if you 
hear someone threatening something, if you see somebody with a gun, telling an adult? 
And then, Mrs. Clinton, I'd love to know what you'd like to say to them about that. 
Q If you saw a friend with a gun in school, how many of you would tell an authority? 

STUDENT: .Now I would. 

Q Really, truly, truly, truly. Would you have two months ago, 
three months ago? 
STUDENT: Yes. 
Q Fewer. 
Q Trey faced this, as you'll tind out in just a few 
moments. 
Mrs. Clinton? 
MRS. CLINTON: I think that's a very impOltant question, because when we talk about dealing 

• 	 I 

with this issue we're really asking everybody to take responsibility. And I know that it's hard. 
I've been in lots of settings with lots of kids, talking to them. Y 6u know, sometimes you don't 
know whether to take somebody seriously. Somebody says thatltheY're really mad or they're 
going to kill themselves or kill somebody else-it's sometimes nard to know whether they're just 
blowing off steam or whether there's something more there. But I think we ought to en on the 
side of caution. . . I 

'. 	 And I was glad to see all your hands go up and I was glad Y9u w1ere honest enough to say that a 
couple of months ago that might not have been the way you would have felt. Because we're . 
really going to h.a~e to look to young peo?le also, not just adultsl~d not just peopl~ in . 
govemment posItIOns, but everybody to fIgure .out what we're gGl'mg to do about thIS and to be 
more thoughtful and really try to respond. . 

j~nd, .. mOl~e than that, if som~b?dy is doing this, that person need. so~e help and n.eeds some 
mterventIon or some supervIsIon, or needs somebody to try to gIve them some gUIdance that they 
may not have othelwise. 
Q Anybody here disagree and think you' shouldn't be doing it? Go ahead. 
CHRISSY: My name is Chrissy and I'm from Kennedy High SGhool. I'm a.1eadership training 
institute student. I was wondering what actions you think as a sdudent that wecaIi. take in our 
community to help gun control fUIther?' . . 
MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think there are a lot of things that you can do. On Mother's Day we 
took a pledge that I hope everybody would take, and I hope that a lot of parents listening would 
take it, too. I think that young people, especially teenagers, not ~o give any child unsupervised 
access to a tiremm; not to go into homes, or let your younger siblings go into homes where you 
know guns are and are not safely stored and taken care of I . 
And I know this sounds like, you know, the nosey mother routine, but I think every parent-and 
I would suggest older teenagers, like yourselves, you need to tina out what's in the homes you're 

.' 	I 

going to. You guys are going to'a party, make sure there are no guns around; make sure that the 
parents there keep them under lock and key if they have them. If you own a gun or you know 
people who do, make sure it's locked up and stored without the dmmunition. In fact, make it 
stored where the ammunition is stored sepm·ately. I . . 
And then I believe that there is a lot of work that young people can do in schools through peer 

. mediation and counseling to try to help solve problems, .but I als6 think your voices need to be 
heard on this gun legislation debate. 
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You know, we've m,ade some progress in the last several years rith'the Brady Bill and some of 
the bans on assault weapons, but we have a lot of work to do, And there's no reason why a lot of 
you who are about to be or already are.18 can't make sure your ~oices are heard on that, too, 
THE PRESIDENT: IfI could just say one thing, to go back to p~t the two questions together, 
there are some schools, some high schools, which have hotlines ~hich young people can call if 
otherstudents bring guris to school, and they know two things iflthey call. They know, number 
one, that the children will not be outed, their identities won't be tlisclosed if they call, and, 
number two, that some authority will check on the presence ofttle gun in the school that day, 
So I think that's really important. Ifit's a problem in schools thIloughout the countIy, it's a 
specifjc thing that some schools have used with great suc,cess ... 
Q. Mr. President, if I could ask you, members of gun organizations say that the ability is there 
to do something about kids -- 6,000 kids in the last two years in ~choOls found to have guns, but, 
in fact, only 13 were prosecuted for it. Do you think there shoultl be more prosecutions, and do 
you 'agree? . 
THE PRESIDENT: I don't know, You know, I don't think 
all those kids, the reason they know that andthe only reason they know. that is that since I've 
been President, we instituted a zero tolerance for guns in schoolS, so the kids were sent home if 
they had the guns, . .' , I'. '.. . 
Now, it's up to the local prosecutors to decide whether to prosecute them. But you should know 
that the general argument that prosecutions are down is simply nlot true. Ansi federal 
prosecutions are up by 30 percent of serious crimes, and overall gun prosecutions, state and 
fe~er~l, are u~. And gun-related crimes ~'e down.. . I. . . ' 
ThIS IS.a specIal problem-problems ofvlOlence agaInst chIldren by guns IS a specIal problem 

that, in' my view, you can make the prosecutiori argument. We ohght to make it harder to get 

guns, we ought to deal with the culture and we ought to deal witfu the schools and 'the 

communities and help the parents and the kids do more. 
 1 

Q I want to call on Leeanne Dews if I can, because you had your hand up, And, first of all, 

Leeanne, can Ijust tell the President and Mrs. Clinton that your JisteI' was killed in Pearl, . 

Mississippi. 

LEEANNE: Yes. You had said something about zero tolerance in the schools-then why isn't 

it mandatory for metal det.ectors and police security at all schools? .. . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I think-let me say, generally we hav~ not had a federal law that 

requires schools to do metal detecto~s, but whatwe do is we pro~ide funds every year to help 

schools buy the security equipment. And I believe-when I sawl that young manthere take the 


. 12 guns out of his clothing, I thought maybe we should do more in that regard. . , 
A lot of schools are, for obvious reasons, r~luctant to ha~e metalldetectors, But I thi~k that the 
schools that have them have not had these Instances, basIcally because you can?t get In-at least 
inside the school. 
QI'm interested to know what percentage of you, since you all live with this problem eveIY 
day, what percentage of you wouldbe willing to accept metal detectors at your schools, And I'm 
going ~o take this a stel? furt~er i~ a mi?ute... . I,. . ' . '. . . 
Th~re IS a county-we've got a httle pIece and I want you to take a look at It. It's a pIece about a 
county, Bibb County, Georgia. And in Bibb County, it's the largest county in Georgia-it's 
never had a gun incident in schools. But they have police walkirtg into classrooms. Take a look 

at this piece of videotape and you tell me what you think of it. 

(A video is shown.) 
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Q Now, they're willing to sacrifice that. There's pictures oJ p0liCe walking and intelTupting 
classes, checking students dUl1rig class. Are you willing to go ttlat far?' . 
KATHRYN: My name is KathrynLong, I'm from Kensington, Maryland. I know that at my 
school, after the Littleton incident, I was very interested in what my pI111cipal would do about it, 
and he was very calm about it. He focused on. communication in how he talked to us, and that 
communic~t~on was important. And that mad~ me feel safer.. '.': .:.I .: 

I know that at my school: we don't have anythmg close to that much secunty. They've never 
had a gun at their school, but neither have we: And I know that ht my middle school, there's a 

". I· 
lot of security andl felt kind of really trapped in, and that was when I rebelled against it. And 
I'm not quite sure if making all teenagers feellike.villains becaJse there are a couple that . 
brought guns, that that's a quickfix to the solution. I 

And maybe in the meantime, thatwould be important. But I don't think-that you can lock down 

with police force: I think this is more of a societal issue. I l11earl, for years, kids have been 


. • I 

teased and for ages kids have gone to school, but it's now: in 1919 and the '90s that they're' 

killing each other for it. I know that my parents' generation, to ~ebel, they made love. , 

(Laughter.) But we are rebelling by harming other people. I believe the media has a large pmi in ' 

it. And I disagree with things .like metal detectors. There are w~ys. to get around it. . 


. . I·'. ' 

QLet me tum to Sarah McCar:thy, who is here from McLeari, VIirginia. Do you have.a 
comment on that? . ',' ...... . 
SARAH: You, especially ,Mrs. 'Clinton, have always encouraged '.'Ittah~s a villageto raise a 
~hild," and that who~e idea, and. bringing !hatintothe schoolsys~em ~nd having ev~ry~od~ 
Involved. But especIally watchIpg that pIeCe, how.do you draw the lme between bnngmg m 
security, which I think is definit~ly needed, such as metal detectb,rs, sem'ches, things like that­
drawing the lines, and th'en crossing over a line. where student~ sriart to feel violated,'their 
personal rights? ... ' .' , . . ' . .. 
And Ikno~ther~ were threats at my school and,you know,therp was extra secU11tythat day and· 
everybody did pull together, but at the same time, having .the policemen walking down the halls, 

'. .'. . '. I '. . 

in a way that brou~ht in a fear. that wasn.'t ther~ befor~. .:Andhor d~ you draw the line between 
the two, between hIgher secunty and bemg safer and JusLpersonal nghts? ( . 
MRS. CLINTON: I think that's a really important question, Sarlah. And I think that we've got 
to goat this from so many different directions .. The metal detedor is much less intmsive than 
having random searches and the like. And I think each commurlity has to do a very careful '. 
analysis of what they think is really going on with their kids. Inlplaces where metal detectors 
have been used, I think people feel that after a while it didn't bewme much of an intmsion-it's 
like getting on an airplane, we all do it these days. '.', ' I ", 

But that's not the real problem: Ahd so I think we have to both ao what we can to protect kids, 
but we've got to doa better job of-going back to your point abrut creating a climate in which' . 
kids feel free to seek cjut help, kids feel that they've got support if they've got problems. Those 
guns are like a symbol of the problems they're bringing to schod!. So w,e need to do more to try 
to go on many different ~ronts ~'o deal with this p~obl~m. . I. " . 
QI want to tum to the Issue, If! can, of glamonzatIOn of vIOlence m the Amencan culture, 
because I know we have a war going on here about video gamesl and the extent to which they 


. contribute and don't. But before we do, as a footnote, I'd like to ask Trey Carver, sitting next to 

me,just to tell for all the school officials out there, what happen~d when he says he went in to 

say he knew Thomas Solomon in Conyers, Georgia, and he felt there. was trouble brewing . 
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TREY: I went in there at school, and ,at lunchtime we went outside to go use the pay phone and 
he took me in a comer and showed me a gun that he had in his Book bag. 

Q This is how long before the incident? 

TRAY: I can't recall. 

Q Weeks? 

TREY: Yes, it was like. a couple of weeks, probably. 

And he showed it to me and said he was going to sell it after scHool. So later on that day, I was 

• . • I 

thinking-I thought to myself I needed to do the right thing, so I went to the office and said 
something about it. And then went and looked for him, but he ~ad left scho<?l early. And the 
next day, they searched him, but they didn't find it on him. And a couple weeks later, he ended 
up shooting six people. 
THE PRESIDENT: What do you think they should have done? 
TREY: I think they should have done a lot more than they did. I think at least if they didn't, 
they should have called his parents and maybe had them maybe even look for it. I was going to 
ask you what more could be done than what's already done about a suspected gun at school. 
THE PRESIDENT: These are questions that have also been as~ed in Colorado because of what 

I 

was in the website, the kid's website and other places. And I think it's impOltant that people like 
you, as I said, have away to make these reports ana then you krlow they're going to be 
systematically followed up on, either by the school or the law eArorcement. 
I also think it's important that when a young person like that is bbviously in trouble, you not only 
try to get the gun away, but you try to figure out what the real pIloblem is and what kind of help 
the kids need. And then it's provided in some sort ofsystematic way. A lot of these kids, I am 
convinced, could be turned away from this before it's too late if they could have been identified 
early enough. 
And so I think we need a combinatIon of, you know, go after the source of the-go after the guns 
and all that, and trying to deal with the kids. And I think-agai~ I would say, I've been amazed 
in how many of these cases-I don't know what the facts are inlpearl or in Paducah-I do know 
in Springfield, Oregon, because I went out there to talk to the people there, that there are a lot of 
people who were really concemed about that young man beforelthis happened. . 
So I think-we're going to have a mental health conference witp Mrs. Gore and the Vice 
President, Hillary and I are, in a few days, and we're going to talk about what more can be done 

I 

when the kids know that somebody is in trouble, to go really. help them before this happens. Just 
like you knew. There should have been someplace else you coJld go where you would know not 
only would they try to get the gun, but there would be somebodY all over that kid, in a positive 
way, trying to figure out what the deal was and how to help hirn move away from it. 
NAOMI: I'm Naomi, from Fairfax, Virginia. And when peopl~ were talking about, like the 
metal detectors, we don't have that in our school. But I think it'ls just-I think kids are kind of 
being-it makes them uncomfortable. But when you think abolit it, what else are we supposed to 
do? I mean, it is happening and the Littleton stuff, I mean, so nlany people were killed. I mean, 
you'd think that we'd be able to bust kids and that wouldn't be pappening in schools where 
you're supposed to be .getting an. education, but it is. And I ~onrt think there's anyt?ing else we , 
can do. I mean, there IS, but I thmk that's one of the precautIOns we have to take-Is, yeah, 
we're taking away some people's sense of security, but, I mean! that might also be taken ~way . ' 
when somebody gets killed, you know? 
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Q . Can we tackle this issue of video games, ~'Mortal Kombat,'" "Doom"-violencein the 
media? If somebody came to you ands'aid tomorrow,we're just going to stop' the violent vidyo • 
games, we'rejust going' to cut them out and not. do them inthis~Oli~tl)', what would:you all say? 
BRANDI:' I'agree, becauseif you look at it, I mean, Andy Griffith; for instance, was onfor 30 
years, you know, and there was nothing wrong with that,wit4 a bop without a gun. You know, 
there was. no viol~nce. But now yqu'ye got theRoadr:unne~~h9 dies'~ve~ye?isode, bounces' 
back 30 tImes. (Laughter.)· And then,you've got Mano who Junrps off the clIff. Okay, he's 
dead, then he come ~ack. Our. child is violen; because of that: ,nd then you:ve got Batney, 
you've got Teletubbles, ~.esame Street.·· '. .... . 
Society says, okay, they're homosexual sq we can't show that to our young children. (Laughter.) 
Like they're going to know. (Laughter.) Come on, people. (La¥ghter):.- the shows that are , 
teaching children good-morals, but then you got shows up therdike MOlial Kombat and 
something that says, if you want to kill,your best friend, here's ~our chance. You knqw, hello, 
where's the people who- . ':, 
Q Do you all thirik those games desensitize people? 

,ALBERT: I think they do. I think they de'finitely' do. I mean, 'lhen-'I have, a nephew at home,.: 
and' my nephew watches cartoons, and now, I look at those catioons '.~nd I'm like,. gosh, these are 
pretty graphic.' . . . 
Q I'm going to come back at you about that point in a minute. Go ahead. 
MISSY: I'm Missy Jenkins fr.om Paducah. And I've noticed liRe when I watch something. like ' 
that, something that's like with-you know, it doesn't affect rnelin any way. But there are some 
people that are a lot more sensitive. It makes it so much more of a reality to them, that they kind 
of use that as a w.ay to take care of their problems. '.. I . . .. 

Q Other countnes-.you know, Japan has maybe more VIOlent ·Ivlde.o games than we do, more 
. violent videos, and yet, ahandful of killings every year by guns. The difference is guns.' . 
1'HE PRESIDENT:' But let's go back to what-Missy said. I'm1mazed that any of you said you.' 
were concerned about the video games, because most of the young people I've talked to, there's 
a lot of support fortougher gun control arid for better ,security arid for more SUppOlt services, but 

• .' • I

a lot of young people I've talked. to say-.they say I'm an old fogey when I talk about the movies 
and the video games. . .. " . . '.I 

~ut here's.the point I want to make. I wantto m~e the point M~~sy did. Most of the kids are 

fme and WIll be·fine under any culture. It's true, they show theq m Japan and Europe and trey 

don'thave the killings. But what do we' know about .America?'}Ve know that in America, 

number one, we know more and do more ofii in the aggregate. rhe average 18-year-old has 

seen 40,000 murders, and· 200,000 violentinstances over the 'media, number one-more of it. 


. I . . 

Number two, in our country our folks work hat"der, they travel more, they spend less time at 

home-'on average, 22 hours aweek-than they did30years agb. That's two years by the time' 

you tum 18. Number three,. it's easier to get guns. I' 

SO if you have vulnerable kids, where the line between reality and fantasy blurs, they are more 

likelyto be influenced by this. And that's something I~d ask thd rest of you to be sensitive to, 

because way over 90 percent of the kids are going to be fine, bu~ it doesn't take ~any to change 

people's lives forever· in a,bad way. . I . 


Q I'm going to get a response here from Scott, because I happen to know that Scott is a 

"Doom" website master. . '. .'. '. -. . I. ' . . ' . 


. SC~T~: T~e problem I fyel WIth basmg.all thIS on the VIOlent Yfdeo games and such,:on these 


. few mCldents that have happened so far, lsI know "J?oom" alone has had-.almost a qUattel: of 
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the country has played the game, pretty much. And there's-something like three or four of the ' 
people involved in shootings so far' have been known to play thJ game, such as Eric Hanis from 

• I 

Littleton, which' they've been making a big deal out of that, of him having the website based on 
"Doo.m" .and making his own a~d-on level~ andsuch. ' 'I.·., .' 
And It's Just hard, I know, for, lIke, the entIre rest of the people that play computer g(imes­
because I've spent the entire portion of this week on line talking to evelyone else that I know of 
to' get, like, what ~heir H~a~tions are f6r all this, and basic~lly eVfry?ne ~ust ~eels that because of 
these few people It's all, lIke, we've all become bad guys In the lentIre sItuatIOn because of us 
playing the violen't video games: and things like that. . 
STUDENT: I don't think you ~an blame the video games. I think it's the-I mean, when you 
get exposed to ityou?ecome numb to it but, I n:ean, the peoPlelthat are doi~g it are the people at 
fault. I mean, they mIght have some psychologIcal problems, b1!lt I don't thInk you can blame 
other things. ' ' , 

STUDENT: ' I think it staIis with parenting. 

Q But the parent is saying, what can we do? 

STUDENTS: I have a question; actually for Mrs. 
Clinton. Do you feel that it's a lack of moral values and upbringing in our family that children 
are lashing out and acting this~way? Do you ho~d theparents acCountable for the actions that 
their children have committed in the Littleton incident, the, Sprirlgfield incident? Or do you hold 
the children responsible fOr their own action,because these chilaren were oldei- than 14 years ' 

old? -I 
MRS. ,CLINTON: Well, I think that's a hard question. I woulddust answer it like this: I think 
that our society as a whole haS to take a hard look at personal responsibility and I think evelyone 

'. has to be responsible for his or her own actions, so the individu~ls who have committed these 
crimes have to be held responsible. But we have to ask ourselvJs, what is it that leads' a young , 
person to feel so alienated, to feel so much hatred, to have unmdt needs-whether they're 
psychological needs or whatever they might be-that would pu~h them over the bi-ink to do this. 
So I think we have,to hold people responsible. Arid I think that something that Bill said is really 

, ' , I 

important-it is dust a fact that parents are spending less, time with kids-.now, that's a fact- ' 

than they did 20 or 30 years ago: ' " . . .', , ' 'I' . ' 

STUDENT: The ,cost of living has gone up, you've got to work.,· , , 

MRS'. CLINTON: 'People are working harder, peopfeare comrrluting more hours, people are 


, really unable,they believe, to invest the kind of time'that I thin~ you need to invest in raising 

children. ,... . ,', " . .1. '. '. 
So there's many social Issues. And I hope that thIS natIOnal campaign agaInst youth VIOlence 
that we're trying to get staIied here out of the White House is gding to give people a chance to be 
engaged in a real honest conversation about what ourpriorities ~re and what we should spend our 

, time doing. " " , " . 1 " 

THE PRESIDENT: I'd like to ask a question. How many of you talked to your parents about 
this within threedays of the Littleton shooting? Ithink that's Y~ry important, because'one ofthe 
things that we don't know-you asked Hillary a hard question about the parents of the children 
involved-obviously, I don;tknow them. I've wonderedso muth. But I think it's impOltant 
that we understand that a lot of children are strangers in their oJn homes, and that-ihc1!lding 

, kids that will never commit crimes. And somehow, I think we'te really got to do something to 
rekindle, to give both the kids and the parents the courage to stah talkingtoeach other again, 
because I think it would minimize the chances of those things otcuiTing. "." 
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TIFFANY: I have:a comment on that. I'm Tiffany from LittletGm, Colorado, and I have heard 
from Robin Anderson that Dylan's parents that day 'Yere conce~ed about him and that they 
thought something was troubling Dylan, and they said they wan~ed to talk to him that day after 
school. They were close with this son; it is not necessalily just his parents. He also did listen to 
viol~nt m~sic :md did play violent :ideo games, but ~o do manylteenage b?ys. I don't think you 
can Just pmpomt somebody by saymg that: And I thmk that you have to dIg deeper somehow 
and just make affection more appal'ent in society and have acce~tance and just love. And 1 don't 
meanto sound like some hippie or s~mething, but really, that's-iI think the toot of all of this is 
evelybody just feels so negatively and doesn't know where theYI have an outlet. 
THE PRESIDENT: I agree. Can I ask you one question? I'd like to ask all of you a question 
about this. And again, all I know about this is what people like you have told me. That is, you 
know, Hilliuy and I, we watch the television, we talk to the famIlies of the children that were. 
killed, and some of the young people who are still hmi. But I'd like for all of you to help us with 

, . 

this. 
All the repOlis say that one of the things that drove these two young guys over the edge 'was that 
they felt that they were totally disrespected in the school; that t~ey felt that there were groups 
that looked down on them and badmouthed them and tIied to hubiliate them; and that as a 
consequence, they not only wanted to get back at the people they thought had dissed them, but 
they were looking for somebody to look down on. And that's ote of the things that 'made the 
Aflican Amelican young man a target.. . I. ' 
How many of these kids do you think are violent because they think their contempoI-aIies, kids 
treat them in a contemptible way? .' I' , 
TIFFANY: I don't think that they were treated that badly. I think that's'been overexaggerated in 
a lot of instances. I think that it was moreoflike an absence odeality in their mind when they 
did it, because I don't think they were particularly out after anydne-they randomly;shot people 
just from the lunchroom. I mean, they weren't after anybody in Ispecific. ' 
Q Excuse me, Tiffany. Ijust want to take a break, let all of our stations know, all of you who 
are just joining us that we are continuing our two hours live at t~e White ,House with President 
Clinton, Mrs. Clinton, 40 students from around the countIy talking about kids and guns. 
Mr. President, if! could, I've heard people say there is some on6 thing that people in govemment ' 
and people in politics can do. They can say, we will not take cohtIibutions, political' 
contributions, from anybody who is head of a company that putJ out a violent movie, a movie 
that has a lot of shootings in it; we will not take contributions fi'bm companies that purvey 

, I 
violent video games; we'll just stop tomorrow. Willing to do it'] 
THE PRESIDENT: Well, would it have an impact? I don't think so, because then that would 
increaSe the relative influence of other people's contributions. II don'tknow. I think-let me just 
say this: Our administration has taken on not only the gun issue, we have taken on the 
entertainment issue evei'since '93. And I would like to point oJt something. Your network and 
others have adopted a TV rating system, suppOlied the V -chip, ~hich is coming in all t~e new 
televisions. The Intemet people have helped us with screening technologies for parents, with 
closing loophol~s in the rating systems for the games. I mean, I think there has been some 
progress here. . I·" 
I think the real problem we've got in the media is that this violence sells and I think 'that the 
rating system for the movies and television is a little too porous Ithere. Again, I think it's more 
the exposure of young people before the lines between fantasy and reality are fully clalified. 
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That's the one thing that Iwouldsay to the young man.in the back that defended the "Doom" 
game. ... I· 
Look, I like to go to action movies. I love movies. But what happens is, if you look at the 
aggregate amount of violence-and it's not anyone movie, it's the aggregate amQunt' that young 
people see, and in video games, participate in-by th.e.tim:ethe~'re grown, in t4eir ~ounger 
years, when they're most vulnerable, they are desensItIzed to the consequences of vIOlence. 
There are over 300 studies which show this. This is not a mattei, of debate. 
And I think the question is, what can we do to reduce the volurri1e of violence to which our 
youngest people are exposed? And that's why we're doing wha~ we can do on this, on the· 
enteliainmerit. But I will say this: the enteliainment industry, at least in the'beginning, has been 
more responsive to a lot of these things than the gun industry. ~ow the gun manufacturers are 
coming along, but I think the entertainment industry is going to have to do a lot more, a lot more. 
Q But just a quick question. Sony makes the "Doom" game-II don't mean to pick out that one 
game-but Sony is a huge contributor to the Democratic patiy.lso you have access to the 
president of Sony. If you picked up the phsme and were talking Ito him, what would you say to 
him? .\ 
THE PRESIDENT: I would ask him to change the game. And I think that we need to take steps 

, to make sure that younger people don't get it. I think people ge~ this stuff too young. 
What you say, by the way, is right. Again I will say, most ofthJ people that-you can show 
them things, they can play games orwhatever and they're not gbing to be affected. But what you 
have to be sensitive to is if you fill a society with this and you h~ve more kids that are more 
vulnerable anyway, because they have less supervision at home than iq other societies and they 
have easier access to guns, then you have created a combustible mix which will lead you to more 
instances of young violence. That's the dea~. 
That's why-that'S the at'gument I make to the enteliainment inClustry all the time, that's why 
they should do more. And that's why the gun people should dolmore. A.nd that's why parents 
and communities should do more. It's why you should do.more to try to help identify children 
like this.. . ... ... . . 1 . 

STUDENT: Then why have we added on to the violence by allowing the "s" word and the "a" 
word ~nd the "?" wordadded ~~·to no:" ABC, NBC, Channel 9~ 7, 5? how come we added on to 
that wIth the VIOlence on teleVISIon, wIth.'.'New York Undercovyr," "NYPD Blue," and now we 

. 'allow t~ose people to say ~hose-.. language, not onjust mo~ies. ~rom ~ollywood, b~t o.n·our local 
TVstatIOns now? So w.e Just added on to the problem, so It'S Just gomg to keep bUIldmg and· 
building and building.· . 1 . 

And Littleton and Springfield are now-they couldn't take any more and.itjust crumbled. This 
is kind oflike-people use this as their First Amendment right that we can say this, but we just 
added on to it . 1 .. 

KA TIE: My name is Katie Guthrie, and I live in Reston, Virginia. Ijust want to say, everybody 
sitting here, I've just been listening to everybody say everythin~. It seems like everybodY is . 
looking for someone to blame, something to blame-like the vitleo games, the TV shows'; the 
authorities. But nobody is looking atthe kids that are doing it. ~y isn't anybody saying, what 
was wrong with these kids, what was going on in these kids' heads? You know, you can't blame 
a video game and a movie that thousands of other kids play anal like, deal with every single day 
for one kid that went and did something. You know, I feel like bvelything is getting stereotyped 
here. . 
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Q I think that's a good point, Katie, but I think we also have t9 talk about the fact that there's 
so many accidental shootings in this country as well, of kids. So we're not just talking about a 
few troubled kids. '. . 1 .. 

Q I hate to do this. We're going to have to put a "to b~ continued" on this, because Presidents 

and First Ladies have schedules. I· 

THE PRESIDENT: Why don't we stay 10 more minutes and listen to the kids? If you'll let 

them talk. I want to hear from the kids- ,I . . 

MRS. CLINTON: We could stay longer. I want to hear from tllem. (Applause.j .. 

Q Okay. 

JONATHAN: Mr. President, my name is Jonathan Schnerit. 

and I'm from McLean, Virginia, and I attend Langley High ScHool. And it does seem like it's 

rather hard to attack all of the people and the kids and the violerlce. But I talked to Senator. 

Howell from the Virginia State Senate yesterday and she addres1sed gun control and research by . 

Virginia with smaii guns. And from what I understand, they're Iguns in which the owners are the 

only people who can fire them because of their fingerprints. Arid it seems like from all these 

schools that the guns were stolen from their parents or from oth~r places. I was just curious as to 

how you stand on this topic. ... 
I 

THE PRESIDENT: First of all, I think it's very impOltant. I think that one of the things we've 
been trying to do and that the gun manufacturers-' and I want t6 say something positive about. 
the people that are trying to help. The gun manufacturers, mostl of them, have agreed to work· 
with us and now suppOlilegislation to require child nigger lock,s, which will be somewhat . 
helpful. Now, older children can figure out how to undo them,.but still they'll save a lot of 
accidental deaths, and they're important. 1 . 

Pretty soon, you will have technology available which you can put into the guns that will raise 
the costs some in the beginning, like all technology does, but liRe all technology, the costs will 
come down quickly, which will mean that only people who havb the light fingerplints can fire 
the gun. And that will be a huge thing. . I.. . . . 
Then, we'll have to do.a lot gun buy-back programs and other tlillngs III commumties that WIll 
increase safety, and it's important. 
Q Let's hear from people who haven't spoken. 
JEN: Well, everybody's trying to think about like try and pinpoint what is causing this, and 
obviously that is ~n impossible task. That's why there's so mudh debate going on here. But with 
all due respect, have you thought about going on this in a posit+e manner, such as, along with 
the background checks, require a safety course to betaken? I nrea~, hunters are required to take 
a safety course, so why doesn't everybody else who owns a gun have to take a safety course? 
Q We should say, by the way, you have- .·1 . 
JEN: I'm from Bethel Park High School and I'm the co-captain of our Iitle team. And I had 
never shot a gun when I walked into praCtice the first day. The ,first thing I learned was safety, 
safety, safety. And I don't seewhy the first time anybody ~Ise picks up a gun it should be any. 
different. I mean, even with all.these child-proof locks and the~e fingerprinted guns, there's still 
accidental deaths. So if parents are taught gun safety, they can instill it into their kids so that all 

I 
these accidental shootings will not occur. I mean, a lot of-welhave some positive legislation-
THE PRESIDENT: It's one thing that I would like to see the NRA do. When I was Governor of 
my state, I worked with them and they did a lot of very good w6rk on hunter education programs 
j'ust like you're talking about, and nobody should have a gun th~t hasn't been trained to use it. 
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You can't get a driv~r's license unless you can drive a car, and] completely agree with you 
about that. " '. . '. '. 

Q Chad? 
CHAD: I have a question, Mr. President, ~ was just wondering rhy semiautomatic guns and 
automatic guns and automatic guns and semiautomatic rifles ana stuff that are obviously not used 
for hunting purposes are sold in stores. What purpose do theysbrve? . 
THE PRESIDENT: N,o;but I tried to ban them all in 1994, andlwe were able to ban 19 kinds of 
assault weapons. But the people who were against what I was trYing to do were able to keep 
some loopholes in the law, one' of which we're closing now, to fuaye these big magazines in the 
guns, you know, the big clips .. And a lot of the impOlted weapops are still legal. So I spent the 
last five years tIying to get rid of all them. I think they should all be rendered illegal. They also 
grandfathered in .those that were in existence before '94, but I tHink all of them ought to be taken 
off the markets. That's what Ithink. And I'm going to'tIyto k~ep making progress with 
Congress to do that.·· . I . . 

ELIZABETH: Mr. President, I'm Elizabeth Sutton. I'm from Reston, Virginia, and I attend 
South Lakes High School. And a moment ago, you said that th6 technology on guns will raise 
the prices, and you almost sounded like.it was agood thing that those plices would go down. 
They're raising plices on-
THE PRESIDENT: No, it's a good thing they'll go up. 
ELIZABETH: I thought you said that they were-you said, of course, it will go down. I don't 
think they.shoul.d go down: I think th~ price should cont~nue tolbe raised, li~e cigarettes­
they're bemg raIsed and raIsed and raIsed to encourage kIds not to spend theIr moneY' on 
something like that. And I think it's really important to raise it b high as you can, to make it 
almost.impossible for kids to get guns, because there's no excu~e for any of what's been going 
00. . I 

THE PRESIDENT: I agree with you. I didn'tmean to-I was just pointing out that when we tly 
to get these things through Congress as requirements, that's one of the things that will always be 
said. But I think it ought to be-I think this identification thing Jonathan mentioned can make a 
big difference. '. '. . '. . I 

ROBERT: Yes, I'm Robelt from Woodrow Wilson. And I was won~ering about the toy guns, 
because I've been looking at TV, I notice that children have be~n accidentally grabbing actual 
guns that they've mistaken as a toy gun. And I've seen the actJal toy gun, and it looks just like 

. I 

an actual gun. What are your opinions on that? Don't you think that something needs to be done 
about toy guns, too? They look too realistic. , 
MRS. CLINTON:. That's a really good point: I know that toys can be regulated by the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, and I'll have-we'll CaI1Y this message. I'll ask the 
people over there to give us a report about that, and see if there 'is anything fUlther they can do. 
Q I'd like to ask, if I could, Marc Kramer, to stand up over there, because you've got a StOlY to 
tell about somebody in this room- I' 
MARC: Yes I do. My name is Marc Kramer. I'm from Chicago. I attend Mount Cannel High 
School. I'm representing the Hands Without Guns 01'ganizati0l1 in Chicago. And it's an 
organizatio~ for youth violen.ce prevention." . .' I . 
As a factor m my story, I accIdenta:lly shot my best fnend WIth a gun that was veIY easIly put

I 

into my possession. And, personally, I'm wondering how you feelpersonally about the 
background checks on the purchase of guns. Do you personall~ believe that background checks 
can honestly prevent guns iiom falling into wrong hands? 
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THE PRESIDENT: Yes, but it can't prevent all of them. That ils, it-we have actual numbers 
on it. We know how many people we've prevented from getting handguns, because they had 
criminal records, since we've put it in. But there are so many g{ms, that it doesn't prevent 

everybody from getting it.. . . I...··. 
And one of the real problems IS, when chIldren are m places where they have easy access to . 
guns, then you can have what happened-you're a brave guy tolbe here .. Where's your friend? 

. Which one's your friend? You want to say something about this? 
MICHAEL: Michael Robbins. Ijust wanted to know, children Igetting guns these days and 
whatever, it's easy to obtain a gun now. If you go and tell an authOlity that someone you know 
has a gun in your school, how can you protect yourself from beilng the victim, if that person finds 
out you told the authorities? . , 
MRS. CLINTON: That's where I think, :t0ichael, the point that the President made earlier about 
an anonymous hotline, where you could get that infOlmation in without even having to leave 

your name-would that be better? 

MICHAEL: Yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: See, I went to I.C. Williams High School, 
light across the liver here, where 
I don't think they have medical-excuse me-.' metal detectors. .. 
Q It's early. (Laughter.) 
THE PRESIDENT: It's early. But they have this hotline, they have the student hotline. And if a 
student there knows that somebody h'as a gun who shouldn't,. th1ey know two things if they call, 
and both things are imp0l1ant. One is, they know they won't bd identified, and two is, they know 
there will be some responsible person to actually follow up on illt. So I think that is something 
that other schools should consider doing. , " . 
Q I've heard of one proposal that schools shOuld be told in ad¥ance which homes have guns, so 
if they spot a troubled kid they know that he's in a home that hJs a gun. What do you think 
about that? How would your parents feel about that? , I . . ,.' 

MIKE: My name is Mike Cullen, from Northem Virginia, Fairfax. About what she j ustsaid, do 
you think there's a differe~ce between owning a hunting lifle o~· a handgun, or is there any way 
you could tell beforehand if, you know, the penalty should be more for a handgun or assault 

rifle? Do you think there should be a bigger punIshment? . 

Q And Mike is a hunter. 

MIKE: I'm a hunter, by the way. (Laughter.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, first of all, a lot of avid sp0l1s people would tell you that they do some 

of that with handguns, too. But generally, yes, I think there's albig difference between assault 

weapons and other weapons. Some people claim they use them for sp0l1ing purposes, but no one 

needs them. And there is a difference between handguns and other weapons, because handguns 

are used more, they're easier to concea.l and they're more likel;:11 to be used for illegal purposes 

and less likely to be used for legal purposes. Therefore, I think it is legitimate to have higher 

standards on owning them and greater requirements on background checks and greater 

requirements on whether they should be registered ornot. Thah what I believe. . 

Q Mr. President, if! could, we now have the tyranny of the c~mputer and the clock coming. 

And we can't thank you both enough for joining us, letting us He here this moming. (Applause.) 

We appreciate it.. , '. .' .' I ' , 


And we'll take a break. We'll take a break. We'll be right back. (Applause.) 


END 8:15 AM. EDT 
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