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Thank you so much. Thank you, Sheila. Thank you for all the work you've jone, and 
thank you for this great honor ofhaving the very generous contributions from this evening's 
event go to Vital Voices. I also wanted to thank Bob and Mia (phonetic) and Miranda (phonetic) 
for welcoming us all into your home. I'd like to thank also Lyle and Jack for doing so much to 
make this event possible. And to all of you I am very grateful. And I want to thank Tim for his 
wonderful rendition of his experience and what it has meant to him to be an lIish American, and 
for his involvement on behalf of Ireland. 

I want to spend just a minute telling you about Vital Voices, which you are suppOlting 
this evening. As Sheila said, Vital Voices is an initiative that we started just a few years ago to 
try to give women around the world the tools of opportunity to make their voices heard
particularly in parts of the world where there is conflict or where there are other opportunities for 
reconciliation and reconstruction. We've had several of these Vital Voices conferences. We 
started in Vienna with wome~ fi'om the fOlmer Sovi~t Union-principally Eastern and Central 
Europe-who came together in the wake of their new democracies to make sense of wh,at it 
meant to be a citizen, and were looking for advice and technical assistance about how they could 
become involved in the economy and the public life and all the other activities that are necessary 
for a well-functioning democracy. 

We've also held a Vit~l Voices conference in Montevideo, Uruguay, for the entire 
Central and South American countIies. And we brought women from countries that have 
overcome a lot of oppression and difficulties, and now they were looking for ways that they 
could contribute to the well being of their societies. 

But probably none of the conferences we have held thus far has been more exciting than 
the one we held in Belfast about a year and a half ago. It was partof the ongoing commitment of 
the government-and particularly- the president-to the peace process in Northern Ireland. And 
we wanted to bring people together-from both sides of the border, across all boundaries-and 
have them spend about two days listening to each other, talking with each other, making plans 
for what they might do to further peace. I wish every one ofyou could have been there. Some 
of you played a very big role. I'm particularly grateful to Kingsley Aikens (phonetic) and 
Loretta Brennan-Gluxman (phonetic), and others at the Fund who· worked to make Vital Voices 
Belfast a success. 

Out of that conference came recognitions on the part of those women that they all prayed 
the same prayers, they all had the same worries and fears and hopes. i remember sitting in a 
small conference room in the beautiful new Waterford Building in Belfast, and listening to 
women say in amazement to one another-because, like Tim, I couldn't tell by looking who ,was 
the Protestant and who was the Catholic-but they would say to one another, "I had no idea that 
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you too had a relative there." Or, "I had no idea you too suffered a loss." . Or, "I had no idea that 
you too cared about what happened, and now I know." 

And out of that conference came some very strong commitments by businesses in the 
North and the South, as well as American businesses, to continue the work of Vital Voices. I 
went back just a few months ago for a follow-up conference. And it was actually a 
teleconference, because we had sites all over that were tied into this main conference in Belfast. 
And I heard reports about what was happening-all kinds of activities: groups of people coming 
together to build playgrounds for children in neutral telTitory; working to provide tutoring and 
mentoring to children who'd lost parents or relatives in the troubles; people who were stmting 
small businesses together, finding common mm"kets and common cause. It was such an 
incredible moment because you could see the hard work of peace in action. 

, Now we're all hopeful that the efforts in September that Senator Mitchell will be back 
involved with will fU1ther the process. But under the surface, there is a lot going on for the first 
time. People are really committed to working with one another. One of the things I did when I 
came back in the' spring was to dedicate a playground. I started working on that about a yem" and 
a half ago, and it might seem like a very simple thing. But at that fii"st Vital Voices Belfast 
conference, the women said to me, "Our children don't know each other. We live in different 
neighborhoods. They go to different schools. They don't play together. They don't know they 
have anything in common." 

And I said, "Well, what could we do in the very short term that might possibly make a 
difference?" And one woman said, "Well, if there were even a playground that they ali felt 
welcome to go to... " So we started working on a playground. And the city council inBelfast 
took it under advisement and they worked and worked. And there were the usual kinds of 
arguments about where it should go, what neighborhood it should go in. And finally. they 
reached agreement, and the Lord Mayor and I made that dedication. And it was an incredible 
moment, because the children had come with drawings of what they hoped would happen in that 
playground. And there were drawings and models of gardens being planted, of playgrounds 
being erected, of games being played. And so the big idea of peace'had been brought to a very 
small plot ofland and made real. 

Well that's what Vital Voices has been able to catalyze. And thanks to all of you, and 
thanks to the Fund, we've been able to really make progress by bringing people, particularly 
women, together. So I came here tonight to say thank you. Thank you for what you have 
already done, and thank you for what you have done this evening. 'Thank you for believing so 
strongly that peace will last, that it will take firm root in the North. And that's what we all pray 
for and work for. 

And no one has prayed harder or worked harder than the man I am going to i'ntroduce, ' 
who, starting at really the beginning of his term in office in 1993, began looking for ways that he , 
could be actively involved in promoting peace. We've had some wondelful times together on 
our visits to Belfast and Dublin and so many other places where we have been so wmmly 
received. And it has only strengthened his commitment, which he interids to cm1)' out to the 
very last day he's in office. And that is, of course, our president, Bill Clinton. 
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