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(Some remarks cut off at start of tape.) 

I also am grateful to be here with my friend Monty, who is always a surprise. And as the 
national chairman ofNJDC, that's just one of the many, many roles he has assumed over a 
lifetime of dedication to the Democratic Party and the ideals of democracy. 

I want to thank Ira, David and Jeff for their leadership and commitment. Now I have a 
little secret to share with you, if you don't tell anybody . You know, I know that Jeff is not only 
a dedicated supporter of the Democratic Party, and a candidate, and also a very strong advocate 
in his work against substance abuse. But he is also a part of a very important Jewish 
organization called the Harley Owners' Group. Their claim to fame, I'm told, is that before they 
take their Harley's out on the town, they always make a bagel run first. And tonight I learned
Steve, I don't know if you know this-that Monty is now getting into motorcycles. And he's 
going to, as he wants, do Jeff one or two better. So at the next celebration, the next 
humanitarian award, Monty will be in full black leather. 

I'm also delighted to b~ here with Skip Humphrey, and to be here on an occasion that 
keeps alive the legacy, not only of his father, but of his own extraordinary leadership and service 
over many years. And I cannot say enough about our dear friends, Barbara and Steve. 

But before I begin with my comments about them and the worthiness that they ce11ainly 
have for this high honor, I want to join with Steve in expressing my deep regrets and 
condolences to Dan Dutko's family. Some of us were together for a Democratic National 
Committee gathering, and Dan was there-as he always is-with that big smile on his face, 
talking not only about the Democratic Party, campaigns, and candidates, but talking to me about 
a project that he and I were doing together on behalf of AmeriCorps and national service. He 
was always looking for new ways to express his strong commitment to the values that are really 
what is best about our country~ It is hard for those of us who knew him and called him friend to 
think that he is no longer going to be part of these gatherings. But I know that his spirit and 
contributions will certainly go on, and I know that all of us want to extend our sympathies to 
Deb, their children, and their entire family. 

I understand, as I was told shortly before coming out, that it is expected that there will be 
some kind of public memorial service here in Washington on Monday. I don't know the details 
yet, but I hope all of you who are able to honor this wonderful man, this great Democrat, and 
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this fine American, will look into getting those details and will join the rest of us in paying 
tribute to him and his life. 

Now when I told my husband that I was coming here this evening, he reminded me of the 
time back in February when he was going out the door to a Finance Committee Dinner in 
Massachusetts. I asked him what he was going to talk about, and he said he was going to 
canonize Steve Grossman. It took me back a little, and I reminded him that that was the wrong 
religion. And he said, "Steve can talk his way into anything." So I told him when he asked me 
what I was going to be doing, I said, "Well, I'mjust going to kvell all over Steve and Barbara." 
Because there are not two more deserving recipients of the Hubert Humphrey Humanitmian 
Award. Hubert Humphrey once said that in real life, unlike in Shakespem'e, "The sweetness of 
the rose depends upon the name it bears." And for so long the Grossman name has symbolized 
the virtues inscribed so aptly on that beautiful Menorah they just received. 

Just think of that list that was just read off by Jeff: glory, wisdom, lighteousness, 
kindness, compassion, truth, and peace. Those are Jewish values. Those are democratic values. 
Those m'e American values. They are the same values that have shaped and motivated Steve and 
Barbm'a's lives. 

So I wanted to come and be part of this celebration. Because what the NJDC has done in 
its relatively short life has been to make sure that those values are in the forefront of the 
Democratic Party and our political endeavors. None of us will forget that over these last several 
years-thanks to many of you in this room and leaders that are no longer here like Ron Brown
we have.overcome obstacles, we have forged ahead, and in no small pmt because of the vision 
and the commitment Steve brought to this Party . 

. Now there's certainly some interesting theories about how he could have accomplished 
all that he did. I'm told he never once slept during his entire tenure as chainnan of the DNC. 
Many of the DNC staff members would come into their offices in the morning to find very long 
voice mail messagesthatStevehadleftaround30r4a.m.AndifyouknowSteve.orifyou.ve 
ever received one of those messages, you can recall that if he talked too long and he ran out of 
tape, he would just call back and leave a,second message, or a third, or a fourth. And yet he 
always had something to say-that energy and that commitment were palpable whethel: it was in 
person or across the voice mail. And as anyone who knows Steve will tell you, and as we heard 
so eloquently from Jeff, there m'e very few people who are Steve's match in energy and 
commitment, in quotations and in beautiful speeches. But certainly, Barbara is more than his 
partner. 

Some things that Barbara has done on behalf or in partners~ip with Steve have already 
been referred to. But I want to thank her for something in particular, You know, it is inevitable 
every year, whether you like·it or not, you have a birthday. And whether we like it or not, there 
is an attack on the National Endowment for the Arts. And that debatejust seems to come with 
the change of seasons. But there has been one major change in the debate in recent years. Arts 
opponents have had Barbara Grossman to contend with. And when they tried to eliminate the 
NEA, it was Barbara who spoke out. And it was Barbara who made the case that the m1s are not 
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a luxury for the few, but a necessity for us all and for our culture. And I want to promise 
Barbara, as I have in the past and as the President has, that we will stand with you in that 
commitment. Because we know, as you do, how important that commitment is. 

So for all of us who are gathered here on behalf of Steve and Barbara, we could each 
stand and tell a story. But we ponor them tonight as Democrats. And we thank them for their 
leadership. And why do we do that? 

Well, think back just a few years to 1992 when our country was plagued by deficits, 
crime, and other problems that some said could not be solved. Well, what we have done since 
then together has made a real difference. And there are few people, and there are celtainly few 
couples, who have done more in the forefront of working with the President, and the Vice 
President, and the Administration, and the Democratic Party to make those changes come about, 
than Steve and Barbara. 

It has made a real diffe~ence to working families who are no longer in poverty that we 
were able to raise the minimum wage and expand the eamed income tax credit. It has made a 
real difference in the lives of many young women and children that teen pregnancy rates are 
down and that abortion rates are down. And let me be clear. This happened under a pro-choice 
administration. We have proven that we could make progress on the pledge that abortion should 
be legal, safe, and rare. And I hope that as we enter this next century, we will finally make it 
clear that this decision is between a woman, her doctor! and her God-and not a member of 
Congress. ' 

i 
We have made a difference to families who welfe worried sick about their children 

'playing outside or walking down the street by passing ~ crime bill that was tough and smalt-
I 

with more cops on the streets and more positive activities for kids to say yes to. And it made a 
difference that brave Democrats like Marjorie Margoli~s-Mezvinsky-who was here tonight-

I 

were putting their political lives on the line to pass the President's Deficit Reduction Act. It 
passed by only one vote in the House-Marjorie's votd-and by only one vote in the Senate-
the Vice President's vote. i . 

I 

And sometime when you have nothing else to qo, pull up some of the clips and coverage 
from the debate over the Deficit Reduction Act and rdd what the Republicans were saying about 

I . 

how if this Act passed, it would be the ruin of the economy, We wouldn't just have a recession, 
we might have a full-blown depression, We would knock the top off of unemployment. Go 
back and read it, and then recite it to anyone you know,who still has any doubt about this 
President's economic plan and this Democratic Party's Iagenda, 

/ I 

Who would have thought seven years ago--who would have thought that when Steve 
was leaving all of those voice mail messages, that we J,ould now be having a debate about what 

I 
to do with the surplus? You.know, when Bill Clinton fuegan campaigning for president-with 
people like Steve at his side, and Monty supporting hi~, and people like Jeff there out in the 
trenches, and David on the front lines-a lot of people jwould just roll their eyes, as they did 
when he said, "Ifyou elect me and we're able to put Democratic principles into effect, we will 
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have 8 million new jobs." Well, that's one promise he broke. There are now 19 million new 
jobs in America. 

And ifhe had said, "Elect me and we'll get the economy under control. We'll lower 
interest rates, and not only that, we will get to a point in 1999 where if we have made the right 
decisions, we can pay off the national debt." I don't know that many people would have done 
anything other than say, "This is just crazy. We'll never be able to payoff the national debt," 
which was going up by leaps and bounds before Bill became president. 

Well, so here we are ata stage in history that is such a blessing for this country. We've 
seen a lot of progress. But now we face a fundamental choice about whether we move fOlward 
or backward. Do we retreat into our prosperity-those of us fortunate enough in this room to be 
enjoying it and having so many opportunities laid out before us-and say, "I'm fine. My family 
is fine. My business is fine. I don't have to worry about anyone else." Or do we take advantage 
of this historic opportunity and confront the tough challenges that we face as a nation so that no 
American is left behind as we continue to move ahead? 

The decisions we make in the next months will determine to a great extent what kind of 
country and people we are going to be in the next century. This is not the time to approve a' 
huge tax cut and forget about all of our other obligations. Bill and I did an event today on 
Medicare that focused particularly on the impact of any Medicare changes on women. Because 
we live longer, and we are more likely to live longer alone, and we're likely to have more need 
of medical assistance. And it is just hard to understand how the other Party could have passed in 
the House such a big tax cut that would leave untouched the work that needs to be done to 
strengthen and modernize Medicare. As Bill said today, it's like a family sitting around the 
kitchen table saying, "We've always wanted to take a fancy trip to Europe. Let's just do it, and 
blow the works. And when we return, we'll just figure out how we can pay the mOltgage and 
the car payment, and how we can send our kids to college." 

Well, first things first. And the Democratic Party-which has proven that it is fiscally 
responsible, tough on crime, for working people,' and very happy that the stock market has gone 
up on its watch-wants to be the Party to 'continue to press forward to make sure that we do 
address the challenges of Social Security, and Medicare, and paying down the national debt. 

Well, none of it would have been possible without the kind of leadership that all of you 
have provided. Because it is not just the President and Vice President. It is not just those who 
serve in Congress. It is all of us as citizens that have played a role in tuming this country around 
and setting it on the right track for the future, And it is now time, we hope, that we will take the 
values-the values that animate the lives of Steve and Barbara, the values that animate this 
Council and this Party-and put them to work for our country, to make it possible for all of us to 
say that we too stand up for all of those who might otherwise be voiceless; that we too want all 
of our children, not just those who are born to affluence and opportunity, but all of our children 
to have the same oppOltunities that we want for our own. And we must continue to challenge 
every inequality and answer every indignity. We must continue to stand up on behalf of peace 
and justice-here at home and around the world, 
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Some of you who were with us when we hosted a dinner for Prime Minister and Mrs. 
Barak could see people throughout that great crowd, wiping away tears as they listened to the 
Prime Minister speak eloquently about how his intimate understanding of war has fueled his 
passion to make peace. I will never forget him saying, "My hardest moments were at the door of 
a fallen soldier's family on the day he was lost. It is the memory of those moments which I 
cany with me here." I could see in that crowd that night, as I can see in this audience this 
evening, the faces of so many who have struggled so long and sacrificed so much for Israel, have 
never given up the dream of a safe and secure Israel-a homeland finally at peace with its 
neighbors, free from violence and terror. 

We can never give up until that day finally comes. And as Israel, under the Prime 
Minister, continues to take risks for peace, I believe the United States must continue to stand by 
her as any good friend does. We know, as you know, that there is much work that lies ahead. 
And if there is to be peace, Congress must make good on the promises the President made at 
Wye River-to continue our nation's commitment of the foreign aid that is necessary for Israeli 
security. 

We have proven in the last 6 ~ years that we are a Party with leadership that is attuned to 
what goes on inside our country and beyond our borders. We have been willing to stand up and 
~peak out on behalf of human rights wherever they are violated-whether it is in the unf0l1unate 
and tragic shootings and other crises that have occurred throughout the world in the last few 
'weeks; whether it is in Kosovo; whether it is in Sacramento, Moscow, or Chicago. Wherever. 
people are acting in an evil and a violent way towards others, this country and this Party must be 
at the side of those who are oppressed. 

That was especially true in Kosovo--a policy that many did not understand or even agree 
with. I heard this morning that the refugees who had come to this country are now going home. 
And I thought about having gone to FOlt Dix to meet them and having seen them come off that 
plane. And then having gone, first by myself, to the camp in Macedonia and listening to the 
st0l1es, and then returning with my husband and my daughter. I saw, as many of you did in the 
television set, in the newspaper, and the other coverage, both the worst and the best of humanity. 
And I was in that camp, and I could see on the faces of mothers and fathers the loss that I 
thought we would never have to see in Europe again at the end of this tumultuous century. 

But I also saw signs of hope. I saw an Israeli NGO, for example, that had created a child 
play center so that the children would have something to do. I saw people rising up all over our 
country looking for ways to help, not only reaching out to the individuals who had been 
displaced, but reaching out in a way that had made a very clear signal to Milosevic and those 
who are like him left in this world that we will not stand idly by. 

A few months ago, Elie Wiesel came to the White House to deliver a Millennial Lecture 
about the "perils of indifference." He said something I will long remember. He said in the 
concentration camps there were three kinds of people: the victims, the perpetrators, and the 
bystanders. As a world community, under this President, we have said we will not be victims 
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and we will not be bystanders. And we will never again be bystanders to evil. We will always 
make it clear that what superficially separates us-gender, tribe, race, or religion--can never be 
stronger than the common humanity that unites us alL 

These are also the wonderful lessons that Steve and Barbara and their wonderful families 
have taught us as well. They have taught us through their support of the Holocaust museum. 
They have taught us through their commitment to their Jewish heritage. They have taught us . 
through their allegiance to the Democratic Party and their country, and the never-ending bond 
among them al1. They've also taught us with the value they place on their three extraordinary 
sons, the lessons of generosity and tolerance they have passed on to them. Elie Wiesel reprised 
his Nobel Prize acceptance speech when he told us he had remembered asking his father how a 
world could remain silent during the Holocaust. Can you imagine that some point in the future a 
young boy would tum to him and ask, "What have you done with my future? What have you . 
done with my life?" "And I would tell him," Elie said, "I have tried to keep the memory alive. I 
have tried to fight those who would forget." 

How would we answer those questions? Maybe 50 years from now at another NJDC 
dinner, perhaps held in virtual reality somewhere, probably honoring one of Steve's and 
Barbara's sons I might add, someone will want to know, "What did we do at the close of this 
century that affected their future?" Well, Steve and Barbara can answer that question. And if 
we listen to them and follow their example, and really appreciate the responsibility we have to 
one another as human beings, we can too. We think about the values that Judaism, and the 
Democratic Party, and America have stood for. And we can take advantage of the blessings we 
have right now. And together we can give the American people a 21 st centUlY ofjustice and 
freedom in which all children can imagine a future better than our past. 

Thank you.' 
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