
PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 



· ',NGO Round Table 

Participa~t Di~c~ssion (with First Lady Hillar~ Rodham Clinton) 

, 

Fes, Morocco 

Ju~e 17, 1999 


Ali Belhaj: ,On behalf of the: associations represented here t09ay, I wouldlike to welcome you 
among us in the city of Fez. ;1 wQuld like also to thank you. ,1hank you for being among us 
today. Thank you also because during your last trip to Morocco you talked about things that 

I . . 
represent our deepest values. Those values are: tolerance, respect of human rights, education 
for everyone, and the necessary fight against poverty, with the involvement of the population 
and the empowerment of individuals. Today also is a very idtportant day for us. By meeting 
a few associations among the t~ousands that exist now in Mor~cco, you are helping civil ' 
society get the visibility and recognition and respect much neetled for its suc,cess in its day to 
day fight. Thank you. ' 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton: Thank you very much Mr. Belhaj, and thank you all 
who have particfpated and joined us. And I wish to thank the governor of the medina for 
opening his beautiful office for this meeting this afternoon. I lam delighted that I could return ' 
so that we could hold this meeting since I was unable to keep rhy original commitment. I a.n1 
looking. forward to hearing from each of you about the work that you are doing, because I very 
much agree with what Mr. Belhaj just said. The work of the divil society is essential for any • 
society to function.· I often sp~ak of society as a three-leggep ~tOOl. One leg being the 
government, one the economy,' and the third leg being the civil society. And each leg must be 

, I 
strong in order for the stool to be steady, and if one leg is weak or too big, or ·if one leg is 

missing, the stool is not as it should be. ...1. 

So I thank you, and 'I thank 'o~r ambassador, Ambassador Gabriel, for helping to give me this 
opportunity to learn mor~ about your work. And I would ve~much like to listen and learn as 
each of you share with me what you are doing and the challenges and the successes that you 
see. Thank you. (Applause) , 

Mr. Belhaj: ,We will go for a brief round around the table ju~t for brief introductions of each 
of us. I will start by saying that Maroc 2020 is a think tank that has for a goal the 
strengthening of civil soCiety? good governance, and ~e defense of free markets and' 
democracy. 

Aicha Lakhmass, from the Women's Labor ~nion, a Moroccb NGO. Hind AI-Khatib, 
sciologist, and a member of the Bayti NGO. It is an NGO that takes care of children in . 
difficulty, street kids, children that are exploited, victims of atluse, forced labor of children, 
and also children that are sexually exploited.. Aicha Lakhmas1s, I'm a practicing attorney in 
the city of Casablanca, Secretary general of theMoroccan Woben's Labor Union, and I'm.' e also the Director of a Center tQ Aid the Women Victims of Violence. Aicha al-Korche I am a 
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practicing lawyer in Casablanca, and I'm also an advisor and a counselor to the. Center to Aid 
Victims of Violence. Al-Kidiri, Mohamed, Moroccan Handibpped Association, 
(unintelligble) our base is in ~~sablanca. I 

Saad Benkirane, psychologist" I'm the president of an NGO sbecialized in preventing disorder 
in children in Casablanca. Rachida BenMassaoud, I'm a uniyersity professor; and I also head 
up a women's association in Fez, and within our societywe would like.to develop the' cultural 
awareness of Moroccan women. 

Aicha AcheIllla, I'm a social worker, and I preside over and i the founder of a women's' 
so'lidarity association. We help single mothers who are margi~alized in our society so' as to 
prevent them from abandoning their children. Our associationl has been working in Casablanca 

since 1985, and I myself, this is my 39th year in this area of atvity. . 

Thank you, I'm Houria Tazi Sadeq , lawyer, I'm president o~ Alliance Maghreb-Mashreq for 
Water. And also I'm titular of interdisciplinary share (71) UNESCO system management for 
water. 

Abdelaziz BeIlllani, attorney. 'I'm the president of the Moroccan Association for Human 
Rights, and I'm also president of the Euro-Mediterranean NetJ.ork for Human Rights. 

Fouad Abdelmoumi, (unintelligible).a Moroccan Association ~at runs a USAID-funded 
program of micro-finance. And I'm also a human rights and civil society activist. 

Ali Belbaj: Thank you. Now we're going to hear a speech of kicha El Korche which will 
present us a brief overview of civil society in Morocco. I 

EI Korche: Thank you. In my turn, let me wholeheartedly welcome First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton to this round table. I shall speak about civil society in Morocco, and I shall do 
so concisely and briefly about one of its components, that is, NGO's of course. One of the 
fundamental components of civil society is non-governmental rlrganizations. Whenwe talk 
about NGO's, we mean non-governmental organizations that Jill endeavor to establish true 
citizenship in the politic31, economic and social meaning of the: term. In Morocco we have 
approximately 20,000 NGO's, or associations, according to some surveys. These associations 
or NGO's have strengthened'their presence during the last deckde. This development and 
greater presence was asserted thanks to a greater awareness oflpublic issues from the voters' 
(unintelligible). In other words" all initiatives used.to be unde~taken in the past by the 
government, and now thanks to the changes that have been implemented, these NGO's can 
contribute directly to this effort. .' ," I ' 

Secondly, the greater acceptance around the world of non-governmental organizations, as well 
as the provision of the dght resources so as to focus on pOliticM, information and material 
aspects. All these elements have played a fundamental role sudh that we have now a v.ery 
active community fabric that is both credible and efficient. Whether these associations are . . 
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providing services or whether they are exerting an impact or influence, or in serving local or 
national causes, they are active

i 
politically, socially and culturally,. as well as in terms of 

protecting our environment. And the best or crystal clear evidence of this is the diversification 
that you have here among the representatives' that you have at this round table: . 

So We today have this great number of associations that carry Lth them their own features, 
including efficiency and credibility. However, we still need a lfundamental framework, and we 
still need technical skills so as to assure that, as we see, all NGO's in Morocco rely on . 

, " I 

activism. We also lack materi~l resources,because our social ~eeds, particularly those that are 
to be met by NGO's, are far too numerous, whereas our resources are limited. So without. 
further ado, let me now give the floor to Mr. Fouad Abdelmortmi so he can speak about the 

, challenges met by theseNGO's in their everyday activities. Abd I thank you Honorable First 
Lady of the United States. . 

Fouad Abdelmoumi: Aicha has invited me to take the floor and "to address the various 
challenges facing our aSsociations, our NGO's. I have tried to, provide you with an overview 
on the most relevant matters ofimmediate importance. In my ppinion, our associations and 
NGO's, with all the strengths that Aicha has talked about in tetms of the number of volunteers 
and the quality of volunteers, demonstrate a high degree of activism. As well as the great 

I 

number of social needs that we have to satisfy, and the Right Honorable First Lady of the 
United States has just said something of fundamental importante. We cannot think of 
development today witho:ut having a state that will fully take charge of its responsibilities and 
its role. Without a real dynamic economy thatis able to meet the fundamental and basic needs 
of our population; and seconcpy, to address all aspects that are Inot addressed by the state or the 
private sector and that are simply focused on by all men and women who are moved by 
solidarity in our society. I think that we have referred to the cHarismatic presence of some 
individuals in our community Jabric and we are now facing a g,reat challenge, that is, to 
institutionalize these structures so as to be able to transcend thJ persona of their leader or 
founder. ' , I, 

SO, in this sense, we have a great need to train a new generatidn ofyoung volunteer managers 
who lack a greater scope of visibility and the right skills to be ~ble to play the role of lep,der 
within .their NGO's. We nee~ to go on from scatte:ed NGO'slthat hav~ been created 
accordmg to the relevancy of the past to a commumty movement that WIll meet common values 
and face common challenges that will contribute to the developbent and the implementation of 
real community projects for a,modem, ra~ional,. society ~ovedl b~ the. spirit of ~olidarity. We 
need to go on now and act, even though our actIOns remam margmal m out socIety, we need' , 
now to organize our efforts as the state 'organizesall of its acti6ns and the economy. The 
solidarity and the collective action of all individuals needs to bbcome the one fo'unding element 
of our social identity. We need to move from one reality that ib very often used as an 
instrument by the state and by some political trends into sometfuing that will be really 
autonomous and that will be focused on the social need that we all need to address together. 

And we also would like to no :longer just act in an ephemeral ~anm!r and a very punctual . 
manner, but rather in a sustainable, durable way so as to ensure the maximum efficiency of our 
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action. I believe that we are now engaged in a path of meeting these, challenges and we need to 
persevere and be resilient in this sense. And I believe that thelother components, being the 
state, the various forces of the private sector and our economiG development, as well as the 
various international support 'and assistance bodies, need to pl~y a role with our NGO's, 
closely to our NGO's. And our, NGO's cannot live or surviv~ without these operators, and 
these players certainly have a role to confer upon these NGO'&andsupport to grant them. 
Thank you very much.' , I 

Abdelaziz Bennani: At the outset, I would like to,underscore the symbolic importance of this 
meeting today, and the Right Honorable First Lady ofthe United States of America has 
honored her commitment even though we could not hold this nheeting in April. The care and 
attention that you do confer upon community involvement is te~timony to the greatness of your 
personal career. Many observers are fully knowledgeable of dll of your activities and all of 
your efforts in terms of protecting children and even sense yoJ have participated with the 
President of the United States of America in all of these effortd who you have alway's worked 
(you have always exerted) so as to promote the cau'se of justic~by extending health care to 
Americans with lower income. ' I 

. " , 

Madam, the organization that I represent was created, some 10 years ago so as to support the 
movement for the promotion and the defense of human rights ip our country and in the region. 
So within this organization, we have hundreds of women and men who are making efforts 
notwithstanding their ideology or partisan thought, and indepe~dently from the state, together 
to contribute to reconsidering the status of the individual withib our society and so as also to 
assert the rule of law that serves as a guarantee for basic funddmental freedoms. 

Our activities in terms of human rights and also our ad~ption Jf international standards stem 
from one very strong belief: that these standards will enrich the values of equality, dignity, 

, I ' 

freedom, justice and tolerance, :and these are values that were ~sserted by the Islamic religion. 
All of the efforts we made on ad9,ily basis are multi-phased. We also tollow up on every 
complaint in terms of human hghts violations. 'We also are trying.to establish a dialogue with 
public authorities in terms of th~se violations. We maintain a ~trong presence in a number of 
trials within the courts so as to observe compliance with the prinCipals of legitimacy and 
legality and even in terms of th(f elections (during our electiond) we have suggested a number 
of amendments to the constitution and to current laws. And thi~ has been done in terms of the 
Morocco Prisons Act that is, now submitted' as a bill to Parliam'ent.' So we also hold a number 
of conferences and workshops on human rights and we write dmnter-reports that are submitted 

I 

to international institutions through international covenants and agreements'versus those that 
are submitted by the government. ' And we also undertake acti~ities for a greater awareness of 
human rights within our society. 

So thanks to all of the development that has taken place in the ",orld and all of the efforts made 
by international and national NGOs, as well as the will of the public of the state to develop ,

" I, 

human rights, I can safely say ~uman rights in Morocco have developed very positively. This 
can also be seen in the royal pardon that was given by. His Majbsty to the benetit of some 
exiles and to some detainees. 
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The government's proposal or plan is ambitious and we have taken note with gr~at optimism of 
the engagement and commitment of the government to providel institutional and legal 
guarantees for the enjoyment of these rights and also to promote and defend women's rights 
and to further develop women's conditions. And also in terms 'of fighting illiteracy and to 
establish the rule of law in .th~ great principle of justice. 

And finally, last but not least, we also contribute to the establishment of a dialogue between the 

society and our state. Now on the eve of the 21 st century, we all are fuBy determined to work 
so as to make sure tnat all of these vital reforms be translated ~nto tangible terms (into reality 
that is.) So this will certainly ensure a healthy social, econom,cal, and political development 
for our nation. 

I would like to thank you for your attention. 

A. Belbaj: Thank you Mr. Bennani. Who would like to take ihe floor? I would ask you 
I 

simply to observe the allocated speaking time, three minutes please. . 

(Unintelligible), you have the floor. Merei. Thank you, thanJ you (Ali).' 

H.Taz Sadeq: Even though I don't have much time to speak, let me simply take some of this 
time so as to express my heartfelt gratitude and also to e~press the great honor I do feel in 
taking part in this historical initiative, and thanks to the Honorable First Lady' of the United 
States of America. I alsowoulq like to say that my words willi reflect, will mirror, the 
concerns shared by NGOs that are not present with us today, and who are also working in 

, terms of defending our environment and protecting our water resources. 

, I 
In th~ Maghre~-Mashreq A~l~~ce for W.ater,. which was cons~~tuted following a regi~nal 

me~tmg explor~ng the defimtIon of sustamable development, w1e ,created a net,:ork of NGOs to ' 

defend our enVIronment and t9 protect our water resources as ~hlS approach WIll open a way to 

a very, very complex and delicate set of objectives. We have lin these efforts managed to 

encompass a number of other 'dimensions, culture, peace and conflict resolution, 

anthropological aspects, religions. ,But we have also included tlifferent components, ecology, 

the environment, youth, etc. 


The future water crisis calls on'us. The experience that we have acquired is such that we 

I . 

should complete the vertical management water resources that is now only ensured by water 
engineers by horizontal, multi-sectorial, integrated, and interadtive approach, This pure 
disciplinary approach is now replaced by the largesse of supply and demand that would be well 
controlled and mastered; Social development affirms once mote that this can serve as a factor 
for the (synergy) of networking and as a pretext tor national arid internationa:I solidarity, and 
also as a pretext for good citizenship and good governments. 
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Our organization now, in order; to reach its objectives,has to' ~ace atriplechallenge. We need 
to advocate these changes anq also to promote and consolidate Ithe abilities and faculties of the 

I· " '. 

defenders of the environment'of our water resources. 

And finally, we are called on;~tq underscore the importance of education for' all. The 
capitalization of these efforts contributes to the development oLm approach that will protect 

. I .' 

our water resources in a culture of peace that is based on the right that we all have to water 
and to safe water. And it is ip iine ~ith the third generation Of human rights. However, these 
results need to be recoghized, so, as to be reintroduced' within any decision making process. 
They also need to pe accdmpan'ied with the right/appropriate resources. Great progress has' . 

beenachi~ved, but much rein3i~ to be done: " ,'I'" " .' , ' 

A. BelhaJ: Thank you very much (unmtellIgIble) .. Saad, ,you would lIke .the noor. 

Saad Benkirane: I represenfah NGO that was created by Pro~"ssionals: Worki~g with 
chIldren, our assocIatIOn has ~s an objectIve to work In terms ~f preventmg dIsorders and 
soCial failure, school dropouts, ,as well as in terms ofheal,th., We are p~ofessionals and we 
have felt one day the need to fonsider prevention as an econ01ic activity for a:country such as 
Mo:occo. As we kn?w,:prev:e~tion is far. less expe?sivethanranaging dis?rdersth~t could be 
anCIent So we have' tn'Moroqco"many chIldren that ~o not havle access to thIStype of . 
medicine, and they are in school. ' And whenever they have such disorders ,and if tney are 
treated early on, we can avoid such dift1culties that could be v~ry costly in the future, be it to 
the state or be it to the famHiys ;of these children. So, why prevention? It is simply that'these 
professionals have realized that: most lower-income people do'not.haveaccess to the right 
information, to guidance and to: direction that would enable them to make the right decisions in 
terms of the education of their children because of the lack of ~nformation. And, therefore, 
these decisions can sometimes ~ave disastrous consequences o~ the evolution and development 
of these children, :-' . '.' •i 

So we focus,in our work on these families. We also focus on 'l1Qspitals,' and on those who deal 
with these children and also wi~h educators within schools or Qutside of schools, who wquld 
have, sometimes, difticulty in.,J1lanaging some of these childrerL So far, we have taken' care of 
some 3,000 children and our objective will be.to make sure th~t prevention efforts be .', 
generalized. And one of the tnajor challenges that we face is that prevention is no~ something 
visible and material, like'diso:rdets, not easily identifiable and fS not considered as apriority, 
It is th.erefore put on the back';'burner in terms of addr~ssing di.[rd~rs that are far more visible 
as they require an immediate ,treatment '. '",' . 

", . ~ . ' " ' 
• I' • 

Our object would' also be to develop disciplinary approaches. IV' ehave psychiatrists, . 
psychologists in our teams, and we have decided to develop gdneral treatment for children. , 
instead of going on to partial diagnosis that very often does. not give a way to lasting solutions 
for these disorders. " . I . 

• Thank you ,very much. Yes, tbankyou Ma'am; 
• I . 
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Question: (Unintelligible) 

Rachida BenMassaoud: Our association is a woman's association that was created in 1987 by 

the women's association that used to publi?h a bulletin called rkarch 8th. And this is the 
history, actually the background for the creation of our institu~ion. I would simply now like to 
talk about the m<!-in points of importance to our association. Irl 1998, we have held our first 
conference, and we have actually decided to address women' s~ssues in terms of development 
programs in a greater sensitiza~ion effort directed towards Moroccan women, . 

And in 1992, (unintelligible) we addressed the issue of changing the Personal status Code 
through a petition of one ·million signatures which was actuallJj acampaign that was'organized 
and that was very successful.. This effort certainly enabled the,amendments to the said code 
Act immediately after. So following these amendments, we realized that all of these 
amendments were simply partial and did not really serve the cause of women in terms of 
divorce which is considered to ,be one of the most important ptoblems that women suffer from 
here in Morocco. so our assoCiation considers that this case i~ not settled as of yet, and we are 
still making claims as of 1994. Most of our demand·s were m~t. In 1993, we also organized 
a campaign against.violence directed towards women. Also in11993, our federation had 
organized four mock trials so as to sensitize the public in term~ of violence directed 'at women. 
In 1997, our association, as weil as other women's associationk, organized a march for 10,000 

. I 

women so as to change the Personal Status Code, particularly .the section pertaining to divorce. 
However, this march was postponed. As we know at the time, Mr. Youssoutl'i was just going 
to be named Prime Minister and, our associations and our lead~rs were met by the then Prime . 
Minister in 1998, and· we had ~ clear and transparent debate with the Prime Minister then and 
he promised. He made many promises in terms of meeting the·needs of Moroccan women. 

And, in fact,.in the first declaration made in terms of the government's agenda before 
parliament, there was a declaration pertaining to the governmdnt's commitment in meeting 
women's demands and for the first time in Morocco, women'sl issues were addressed directly 
through a government's declaration. So following that, we held a number of meetings bet.ween 
women's associations and the,government body in charge ofwjomen's issues to develop a 
national strategy to p,romote women's rights and women's ,conditions. This is the first joint 
effort between women'sNGOs and the government. Thus welwere able to develop a clear 
strategy in this sense in terms of fighting illiteracy, in terms o~' reproductive health, in terms of 
including and integrating women in our development and also in terms -- and this is a main 
priority for Moroccan women .-,- the amendments to the Personal Status code: So this is an 
item that is still being debated within the government and there is also submitted to the 
(unintelligible) appreciation of the parliament (unintelligible). 

Our NGOs have also joined a number of government ministrie~ in the development of the five 
year plan that is to be submitted tothe government very soon. ISo we, as a women's 
association, and a number of other women's associations, believe in change. With Mr. 
Youssouffi being our Prim~ Minister, he. is a great human rig~ts activist and women's rights 
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activist, and we believe that this will certainly lead te the pesit~ve develepment .of wemen's 
rights. 

We are supperted internally. We alse weuld like and'we weuld hepe te receive external . 
assistance and suppert so as te implement this agenda because Iwemen were the first victims in 
terms .of marginalizatien, in terp-ls .of pepularizatien, in terms ~f illiteracy. And all programs 
are directed se as te make s~~e that wemen. will have their lot improved. 

Se finally, Henerable' First Lady, I weuld like to make an appeal as a Meroccan weman,' tirst 
.of aU.because yeu are a weman, and yeu alse are a mether and I weuld like te ask yeu te 
cenvey te all American wemen, te lift the embarge en Iraq. ~ecause we as Meroccan wemen, 
we weuld like these wemen te step suffering tee. And .our hearts cry at what is happening in 

I . 

Iraq, and particularly with the wemen and children .of Iraq. Their cenditien is wersening en a 
daily basis. And we alse weuld like yeu te suppert the peace hrocess in the Middle East, 
because peace·in the Middle East weuld be tantameunt te peace around the werld. And I thank 
yeu very much. -, . . I' . 

'. 
Hind al;'Khatib:' L'Asseciatien Bayti that I represent was created in 1994 and we werk with 
children in difficulty, mestly street children, but also abused children and children whe are 
made te laber te work. And .our Bayti program was the first Jrogram te address this type .of 
issue based en a professienalpartnership and net simply en providing assistance. Our team 
includes educaters, secial werkers, secielegists, psychelegists, physicians, teachers, and 
artists. And we work in three areas .of ~ctivity. We werk in tHe streets. This is a capital and 
fundamental step in terms .of .our secializatien efferts. And in this sense, many werksheps 
have been propesed te yeung ,peeple and children se as te fight behavier diserders, te ceunter 
the negative impact .of diserders that these children have acqui~ed at heme. And we have alse 
provided hemes fer these children in a partnership between us and the families .of these 
children and the children themselves. 

We alse have a secial insertienprogram with a priority program for the yeunger children, and 
also anether program for the older children te empewer them .• Se we have integrated, thanks 
te .our efferts, 250 kids whe have gene back te their families, 10 whe are benefiting from 
specialized training, 50 whe are being educated, 15 whe are ef;' pleyed in the private secter, 
and 80 children whe are sheltered in .our shelters at this time. We ?lse have .offices in 
Essaeuira, Meknes and Teteuan, and we have initiated similar programs in ether cities such as 
Settat and Meharnmedia. We werk in partnership with the present administratien in terms .of 
providing educatien curricula te yeung detainees and te prepa~e them .once they are released 
fer the .outside werld: We alse ceeperate with France (unintelligible) in terms .of illegal 
immigratien. " I. 

Our projects fer the years te «orne weuld be the censelidatien pf .our efferts. We weuld alse 
create a weedcraft werkshep .fer these yeung peeple. We willi .open alse a scheel en a farm. 
This is very impertant, as we will welceme children whe are faced by failure and the .objective 
weuld be te take the children,far away from cities and tetrain them in agricultural trades . 
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Bayti's efforts were such that the status of the social workers is now recognized and that street 
kids' problems a~e being recognized and we also enjoy interndtional repute. Our association is 
still working on its legal recognition as an association that willi be trustworthy and will also 
create realre-education centers and not ghettos. And also so as to develop a number of 
vertical programs in neighborhpods and villages with families land particularly with women and 
with mothers to create centers that would be specifically therd to help children. Thank you'. 

(next speaker, unidentified): [ wou ld like to thank the Honorlble First Lady of the Uni ted 
States of America and I would like also to thank her and to paJ tribute to her stance in favor of 
the Palestinian people. And also I would like to recognize herlgreat awareness in terms of 
developing tolerance and also in establishing a dialogue between cultures, civilizations, and 

, I 
religions. Now with regard to our association the IGDA NGO, we aim at increasing women's 
presence on the Morocco cultural scene knowing that the cultubl dimension as well as cultural 
development are critically,important in improving women's rdle. We created an association 
10 years ago, also including a. number of o~er women in the dity ofFez. We have organized 
a num,ber of meetings nationally and also in the Arab world ~a sometimes we also participate 
in some other Arab countries, in our meetings .. Amongst the topics of interest for these 
meetings, we were looking at feminine creativity in general, p6etry, literature, tine arts, etc: 
However, the question that we 'ask ourselves, are women and irtistic creativity or cultural 
activity not considered as a priority since they do not address fuuman rights' issues and cultural 
and social development issues. However, we continue to mak~ efforts in terms of developing 
this aspect. And I believe that this meeti~g, in t~rm~ of U.S.-¥oroccan friendship, can we 
actually wonder about how we can use thIS meetmg m the future so as to support cultural 
activity within Morocco, within Moroccan civil society. 1 ' 
On the othe~ hand, as a woman who is a citizen of ~ ,emergin' . country from the south, I 
believe that we, as women and ,as NGOs, are facing a number :01' contradictions. And we also 
are experiencing dire or very wide gaps in terms of some values and concepts. At the time, 
when we think that with human rights will really promote the Jultural and also individual 
rights, we believe also that globalization will create a special status for women. Don't you' 
think, Honorable First Lady, that, don't you think that womed in emerging countries are the 
first victims of globalization, 

Seco.ndly, w,e believe that there isa ~omen's. ren~issance arour~ the world. And this . 
renaIssance IS represented by, the chairmanshIp of some womer In some governments, 
particularly in Asia and also in Europe. However, we can seelthat the United States of 
Americ9- has not managed to confer first tier responsibility to women in spite of the cultural 
and social development of American women. But also in termls.of women's representation in 
decision making centers, such as the Congress. How can you !First Lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton explain this situation considering that you are the Honorary President of the Intra
ministerial Commission on Women that was actually founded fuY President Clinton during the 
Beijing conference? Also, with regards to your courageous stkce in defense of the Palestinian 
people to which I pay great tribute, can I ask you, can you actilially take a similar position 
towards the Iraqi people considering that the tirs~ victim of sudh conditions would be'lraqi 
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women and Iraqi children, and you are a woman and you are mother. And I thank you very e much Merci. Thank you. 

(Aicha Achenna): First Lady, may I tell you how much I am touched to see those who are 
excluded by society, I mean the unmarried mothers. Our assoCiation was created in 1985 

I 

because we were faced with an abundant street-children situation. And we also ask a 
question: "where do these children come from?" and therefor~ we discover the fact that there 
were mothers who were compe,lled to leave their babies becau~e they had been excluded from 
their own families. And therefore we had to think about establishing an association in order to 
prove to the whole society generally speaking that such mothets were like the rest of all . 
mothers in society and they have only one wish in common, "~aise their children." And thus 
we thought about project (to create) revenue generating products, because these unmarried 
mothers did not have any centers where they could,go. So we approached restaurants, for 
instance, and such activities in order to generate revenues. And we developed such initiatives 
and ideas and did end up becoming a professional, vocational training center. We have seen . 
and shared the suffering of all these women and sometimes th~ impact of the mother's 
suffering on the child, and therefore you have emotional and IJgal problems, related to the re
integration within society, Moroccan society, of such unIJ?arri6d mothers.", . 

The problem of unmarried mothers led us to become aware of the fact that in most cases, these 
mothers were girls who had been unable to go to school in their lives. So we'are trying to 
increase the awareness of the Moroccan society, the average ¥oroccan citizen at large, Those 
who can, the non-governmental organizations, the media also because they are conv'eying the . 
message and with us increasing the awareness of society and tblling the society what the 
situation of an unmarr.ied mother is, because it is still viewed ih some societies as something 
unlawful, but has to be sanctioned by law, So we are also opebting on several axes. One of 
them is the economic axe bec'ause we believe that without socikl economic development, it will 
never be possible to reinsert these mothers, and we are very kben to see our association be 
financially independent, autonomous, and self-managing. We lare doing everything along these 
lines.' 

We also are carrying out an action of ,increasing awareness throughout the whole society, 
(Unintelligible) the average Moroccan, the legislatures, decisi6n-makers, political parties, 
everyone has to be sensitizedlWe want to put an end to the ptactice (unintelligible). 

That's where they belong anel we want to break tabOOs conCeriing sexual education. Sexual 
education still remains a taboo issue in our society. We also Jish one day to be able to create 
a space where young unmarri,ed mothers would be able to tIndl a place, a refugee, where she 
would rest, where she would take her time and decide whethe~ yes or no she keeps her baby, 
analysis, tests. Oh, mothers' know who is the father of her cHild, but none of them can prove 
it legally speaking, but science is here, science is here with bl~od test and all that. We can 
determine who the father is. So, this is long work and an uphill task. We have had 

I 
cooperation with the French President of Republic Actions of 1995 and we keep the same idea 
we wish to develop day after day. And I cannot tell you how h1appy I am that we were able for 
the first time in Morocco to get a place of our own for vocatiohal.training, support for . 
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economic pr~jects for unmarried mothers. And we were able to make the Minister of Islamic 
Affairs participate in this effo'rt. This was a big victory for us and for me. (Unintelligible) 

, I 

Thank you. " 

Ali Belhaj: Thank you Ms. Chenna. 

Mr. Khadiri has the floor. 

Mr. Khadiri: I thank Mrs. Clinton for giving us this opportunity to present our achievement 
in the field of disability. Weare disabled ourself; directly corlcerned by the problem. We 
have created the Amicable M'otoccan Handicapped Associatio~ to provide direct support and 
assistance to the physically impaired people inour country. We are now about 70,000 people 
in the association. Our (uninteiligible) goal is to raise awarenJss of the problem of disability in 
the three major ,directions: prevention, rehabilitation and equJIization of opportunities. We 
have concentrated our effort ori rehabilitation beca]lse our expbrience on the field has shown 
that this is the principle, demand, and the basis of inclusion inlthe society. Until now, there is 
no rehabilitation center in Morocco. We have organized three (unintelligible): to raise

l
(unintelligible), to build the first rehabilitation center in ourco~ntry. Thanks to the generosity 
of the Moroccans, today the dream has come true. The strucrure is now built and we expect to 
start operating by the end of ~his year. 

The first (unintelligible) is aqpieved. Now we are looking for Ifinancial and technical support 
to run the center.' Nevertheless, this is just a drop in the ocean. The situation of the disabled 
in Morocco is still very, very difficult. NGOs achieved great krork in this field, but there is 

\ , 

still much to do, and the st~ugg,le is going on. 

Convinced by your commitment in this field, and your close relations with the American 
NGOs, any support you could give us would be most welcoml Thank you very much. 

Ali Belbaj: Before doing a little wrap-up, I would like just td say a word about something 
almost no one had mentioned, except perhaps Ms. Chenna, abbut education. I' would like to 
say that communities and local NGOs have been involved in nbn-formal education and are 
already schooling more than 35,000 children. But we have a ~ision, a challenge for the non
formal system. It is to reach one million children in the next few years. The diversity of 
Morocco makes it almost impossible to manage such a complekissue as education by 

, centralized system. Partners~ip, flexibility, decentralization abd involvement of the 
community should be the kei words for education. 

As you have seen this afternoon, a wide, diverse civil society is, based on a common concept. 
The concept of a free and responsible individual who takes hislor her destiny into his own . 
hands and takes care to solve his own problems. What is hapRening now in Morocco is 

I • 
special, I would say exceptional for two reasons: 1) Historically, for the first time in the 
modern history of Morocco, we can see a real involvement ofbivil society in public life and , e we can see NGOs playing a bigger and bigger role in the day io day life, of Moroccans. What 

11 




. i, 

is happening is also special because of geographical reasons. In a region like the Middle 
Eastern North Africa, where democracy and civil society are riot in (concert?); Morocco is 
seeing real democracy in progress, which is not yet perfectbJt really significant. And he is 

I . 

also seeing the irreversible rise of a civil society. Weare talking here of a civil society not' 
only as a partner of the state in. the development of the State, b~t also as a watchdog of the 
State. What is happening in.Morocco, could be an example for the whole region. The success 
.of what Morocco is living now 'could be a turn,iqg point for the region. Helping people in 
Morocco while working for democracy in progress, it is helpi~g everyone in the region to see 
that democracy and involvement in the population in'developrrlent are the only ways to fight 
poverty and the only way to peace, stability, and prosperity fof everyone. Thank you. . 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton: Let me thank all of you for Jes~ very informative 
presentations and for the hard work each of you do through yo~r organizations to address the 
challenges and opportunities facing the Moroccan people. I heard many familiar themes from 
the descriptions that you have provided, whether it's advocatirlg for women's rights and human 

I 

rights or helping to end domestic violence and child abuse or tighting to improve the lives of 
homeless children or handicapped people or expanding access ~o the economic tools that people 
need in today's economy or protecting the environment and the water supply, or making sure 
that Moroccan boys and girls have a chance to go to school, tHese are all the themes of a very 
active an diverse NGO community. It is particularly impressi~e that the civil society that each 
of you is a part of has made sp much progress over the last se~eral years. Not only has the 
number of NGOs grown to a~ol;lnd 20,000, butthe breadth of your activities now reaches into 
every aspect of Moroce'an society. 

On my previous trip here a few months ago, I was able to see first hand the work of some of 
the NGOs. I particularly was impressed with how women's a~sociations and organizations are 
responding to the needs of their families and their own aspiratIons. ,And I saw that not only in 
urban settings, but in rural ones as well. You know so well th:at this is part of the development 
process that is necessary for any society to be successful in today's changing global conditions. 
It is, I believe, essential that people be equipped and be f1exib.1k in order to be competitive in . 
the future economy that is emerging. I believe that you are mJ.k.ing that happen here in 
Morocco, and it is especially important to do so on the groundl of citizenship. I like the ' 
concept of free and responsible individuals, and in working to ensure that those individuals are 
effective in the developing society. 

I know that some of the NGqs represented here.are looking tor new ways to educate citizens 
about their responsibilities and'their rights; that you are holding mock trials with sympathetic 
judges and lawyers to demonstrate how family crises can be re,solved and to develop a new 
way of dealing with divorce; and that volunteers are going into elementary schools to talk 
about how issues related to human 'rights can be integrated into the school curriculum. These 
are the kinds of experiences that are very critical for any sociebr today. And some of the . 

• I 
themes that you sounded are very important ones that I would like just to mention, because in 
addition to the work that you are doing, the creation of a co~on vocabulary about civil 
society and NGOs is a very important aspect of the continuing Icommitment to the civil society. 
For example, I was very impressed with Mr. Benkirane's referenqe to prevention as an 
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economic actiVity. This is a concept that is not yet fully undeFstood or accepted in most 
societies, including my own. But it is a critically important idba that if we are to avoid social 
problems, if we are to avoid the waste of economic resources, then we have to pay more 
attention to preventing such problems in the first place. 

I was also very interested in the several references to the rolebfwomen in the culture, and the 
importance of recognizing that globalization often atfects wo~en most severely, through 

,marginalization and popularization. And that is a problem that we have to think of J!ew ways 
of addressing. And the best way that any society can do so is lito provide education for girls 
and. women. All of the research that the World Bank, that the UN agencies, that the IMF, that 
every group in both governmental and private research has concluded is that the single best 

I 

investment any society can make in future economic and social progress is the education of 
. girls and women. And that is the kind of commitment that helps avoid marginalization and 

popularization and creates conditions for stronger families and societies. . 

I :vas also pleased to hear refer~nce from Mr .. Bennani to the llule of law and. it bei~g ~onsistent 
With the values of Islam. That IS a message that Morocco has been a leader m promotmg and 
prorr;lUlgating. I was very horored when I was last here to sP9ak abollt the rule of law and the 
importance of tolerance in a setting in Marrakech, ' because I vtew Morocco as a leader in the 
world in demonstrating the importance of diversity, respect for the rule of law, and the very 
clear connection that Islap1ic values have to the achievement of those objectives. 

I am also very impress~d that you are looking for ways to enhbce' the institutional structures 
. . I 

that non-governmental organizations have. This is a great challenge for any society and 
particularly ones where civil society and NGOs are developin~ so rapidly as here. Becatise in 

, the absence of charismatic leaders, in the absence of the kind M initial energy for NGOs, how 
does an organization continue to do the day to day work, ofied boring work, of dealing with 
the problems that a society has. The charismatic leader may dome and go, 'butthe handicapped 
children will still be there, the abused and neglected children, 'the problems of the 
environment. So that is something that more solidarity. among NGOs is one way that I have 
seen around the world of addressing that partiCular issue .. An~ I would certainly offer 
whatever assistance our go:vernment, but in particular, our NGOs might make available to . 
work with associations of NGOs to try to create conditions for those institutional structures. 

And finally, I am very pleased that the environment is represehted here today. I beli~ve that 
issues of the environment particularly in this part of the worldlof water, in other parts of the 
world of global warming, and the impact of continuing polluti0n will be problems that we 
cannot ignore in the nextcentury. And in my own country, w¢ often have a false debate about 
the environment and economy, and my husband never (unintelligible) emphasize that economic 
growth and environm~ntal health must be pursued at the same time. And that is going to be. a 
particular challenge for NGO's so that they will continue to ra~se these issues for all of us to 
respond. . . 

So I am very impressed whatrveheard and the issues that have been raised, and I hope that e there will be opportunities for my government, through the ecibassy' s etforts, through USAID, 
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· as well as through the convening of NGO's in particular areas, and with respect to institutional 
structures, to create and continue a very strong partnership thtt mirrors the strong partnership 
between our governments and the respect between our peoples. And I hope that there will be a 
furthering of the association between our NGO communities fir the benefit of the people of 
both Morocco and the United States. Thank you very much. 
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