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Thank you so much, Carol,ine [Wilson, Northern Ireland Student Center]. I'm delighted 
to see you again and to be back inlBelfast for another dynamic and exciting opportunity.to hear 
about what is 'going on and to see firsthand the faces and hear the voices ofpeople who are . 
working so hard on the issues that we all care about. I am very pleased that this Vital Voices 
teleconference h~ enabled us to hear from fouf. Northern Ireland and border-county sites; I 
want to commend all of the speakFs at the other sites for their presentations. ' 

I want to thank also Discovery for the public serVice announcement that we saw at the 
beginning of the meeting and for teminding us that the Vital Veices work that we are all 
engaged in is not only the work w~ do in our own communities, but is also part of a powerful, 
global democracy movement in which women are being given the opportunity and taking the 
responsibility to shape their own destiny. 

I 

I especially want to thank 11 that had anything to do with putting t~geth~r this 
remarkable' confenence. I want agrun to commend and to thank the First Minister Designate 
David Trimble and Deputy First Minister Designate Seamus Mallon for be'ing with us and for 
lending their support as they have ;done over the past months to this important work. ,We 
recognize their contributions to the success of the Vital Voices Initiative last September with 
their continued support on the gr04nd through their representatives on the Vital Voices Advisory 
Committee. 
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I'm also pleased to see her~ with us Lord Mayor and Dr. Aldedise (phonetic). Thank you 
, ,I , 

for supporting what we are doing. IAnd John Hurne (phonetic) and Mrs. Hume, thank you both 
, I 

for being here as well. I , 

I know how strongly the le~ders with whom I havespoken-David Trimble, Seamus 
Mallon, the Lord Mayor, John Hume and others-feel about bringing to life the institutions that 
are set forth in the accord and thei~ belief that peace is the single most important factor in 
ensuring economic and social development here. The commitment to Vital Voices means that 
that rhetoric~ pledge was backed by action as welL Because, by lending support to the hard 
work of the daily progress that is needed onbehalf of peace, we can see that their commitment is 
indeed real.' . 

I also want to thank Mo Mowlam, who could not be here, but as Helen Jackson 
explained, we all know the important role that she has brought to the Vital Voices Initiative as 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireiand. We are deeply grateful for both her political will and 
her financial support for moving tIle work of Vital Voices forward. And Helen, thank you for 
your tireless leadership as welL I 
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I also want to recognize a.tew othedeaderslik~ my 'frielid Pearl, whohaibeen stalwart 
in'working on behalf of Vital VoiCes, And Bruna Hines (phonetic), whose leadership within the 
Vital Voices community has also ,been ,recogni~ed by the, international community:, I want to 
commend Pearl for receiving the Order of the British Empire, and BIima Was selected as the UK 
"Woman of the Year" from the EUropean Union. So this work is certainly having ripple effects 
far beyond Belfast and even beyo~d Northern Ireland itself . 

Now we would not be.here, literally, without the strong commitment ofBT Northern 
. Ireland and its dynamic leader, tJcy Woods, who ai'e sponsoring this yideo conference.' And I 

wantto thank Lucy once againfo~hersupp0rt. I also think that Pamela [Ballantine] has done 
the most fabulous job as the moderator. And that voice, Pamela, is just magic! I mean, it's 
amazing! I may hopethafwecaniborrow Pamela and her skilkforother,purposes as well. And 
Avila [Kilmurray, Northern Irelan:d Voluntary Tmst], thank'you for your presentation and the 
hard work that you reported to us that has been done and'wilL continue to be done. : 

l .' 
. !' 

Now there ~e manyre<l;So~s to gather here. We've heardfrom some of our'othe~ sites. 
about the. exciting work being don'e on behalf of women in business and the connections that are 
being made among women here in Northern Ireland and in the South and across the ocean to the' 
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. United States, We heard also about some of the pru1nerships that ru'e beginning to take holdin 
the descriptions that were given tJ us. And celtainly the imp0l1ant work on behalf of youth that 
Caroline reported, That and so m~Y'ofthe other eff0l1s-'at c.ommunity level with respect to 
specific issues like health and educatio~-ru'e all vital in andofthemselves, But they are ' 
certainly part of a laigereffort that I have been 1)11vileged to view firsthand, since my husband 
and I first came in 1995, And that is the way that the people herehavepiIlled together to make 
peace real in our lives and in our t~me. That work is so important I have said, and my husbaIid 
has repeated in many places, how we look to what you are doing here in Northern Ireland to 
continue to push forward the'peac~ process, to make r~al the promise of the accord, and alSO!O 
send a message, not only to yoUr friends in the United States, but to people throughout the world 
about what is.being done here in Northern Ireland, serving as an example for what can be done 
elsewhere as well. ',!' . 

There have been, I know, s~tbacks along the road,' I thinkpariicul~ly today of the I',. 

mUrder of Rosemary Nelson, an attack that was not only on an individual, but an attack on the' 
rule of law-an effort to derail the!common eff0l1s that people of both traditions and throughout 
the community have been making to bring about peace and inclusion in Northern Ireland. 
Obviously it is imperative that henkillers must not be allowed to succeed, They must be brought 
to justice, and more than that, her rinurder must stand as a final rebuke to all who would try to 
derail the peace process and the promise that we ha~e heard about today hel;'e at Belfast and.at 
the other sites. Because you are showing, by yoUr being here and by the work that you do every 
day, that the forces for justice and fmpowerment ru'e strong, The people ot:~orthern Ireland, 
particularly its women, are coming together, moving fOlwru'd, and will not be deterred.' . 

. 	 ; . 
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As llook across this room, II not only see the faces of the women and men who are . 
here-who are committed to peac~ anq economic empowelment, and social justice, and 
inclusion-but I 'also see, hanging ~m the wall, a beautiful piece quilt. It waS created four years 
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ago at the Fourth United Nations Women's Conference on Wqmen inBeijing. Women of every 
religion, background, and culture Icame together in Beijing to talk about corrimon goals and to 
look toward a common future. E~ch country brought a piece for the quilt and, after they were 
sewn together, this patchwork qui,lt was stretched across the Great Wall. As many ofyou know, 
the quilt from Ireland was woven by women throughout Northern Ireland-both communities 
throughout the island. And that i~ what weare doing today. As women from all walks of life, 
we weave together our common e~periences, our own ideals, our own vision, ~o strengthen the 

. forces of peace and justice. : 
i 

. I 
The partnership that we h~ard about in DeITY to train young people in tourism will not 

only give great opportunities for employment, but will open up Northern Ireland to greater 
I . 

tourism. I would hope that so m3¥y more people from my country and ~lsewhere can see the 
beauty. of this place. From CountY Caven we've heard about howworrien in the Northern 
Ireland area as well as the Republic <:rre sharing ideas for success and leadership in business. 
And in Cray Caven, we've head ~bout how the co~munities and businesses are working to 
improve child care services which are so important to help parents balance work and family. 
And here in Belfast, we've heard ~bout new strategies to sustain community organizations, and 
new training opportunities .and serhinars that have given women the idea and the confidence to 
pursue careers in public life. i 
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I was delighted to welcom~some of you to the White House after you participated in the 
Vital Voices Follow-Up Training Sessions that Mary Louise hosted for us. And I could see by 
the .excitement.on your faces that ~t w,as not only a velY important experience, but for some even 
a transforming one. Several ofyo~ told me that it was the first time that you had spent any 
extended period of time with people from other communities-that you had eaten together, 
laughed together, sung together, .discussed togethel:, and realized that you had much more iIi 
common than you had ever been lrad to believe before. . . 

, 
I 

Now some might say that these small steps are merely small steps, but I believe that the 
trust building and the relationship ~uilding, the connections that are created among people at the 
grassroots level through events suyh as these, are really the bricks and mortar of lasting peace 
and opportunity. None of these efforts would have been possible without the public and private 
partners who are working so closely with the Vital Voices Initiative. Partners like the Ford 
Motor Company and Marriott Hot~ls; and others like Stream International which has just created 
a terrific new web site for the Vita~ Voices ofNorthern Ireland to connect women, to share ideas 
and spread the word about some of the successful proj ects that we have discussed today. After 
all, making connections; sharing r~sources and best practices, promoting women's leadership, 
weaving communities together-the work that you are doing as part of Vital Voices is around us 
all today. I 

I 

Yesterday I was privileged: to meet with women members of the new Assembly at 
Stormont (phonetic). And I heard from them their keen interest'and desire in supporting Vital 
Voices, and also in taking the idea$ of Vital Voices and enhancing them so that they too are 
given opportunities for connection,s and interactions: They're thinking about-meeting with the 
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women ofthe Doyle and the women in-the new Assemblies in Scotland and Wales, as well as the 
Parliament in London, and even t~e Congress of the United States. 

This is the kind of intercoooection that I look to in the months and the years ahead, , . 
where we learn new ideas. We learn ways to help solve problems together .. There's hardly a 
problem anywhere in the world tnat hasn't been solved by people of good faith coming together 
and learning from each other, takmg some Iisks, making some compromises, and then moving 
forward together. I h~ve seen tha~ firsthand in places as far-flung as Central America, or Bosnia, 
or Africa, or Asia. And you are, indeed, leading the way here, and for that I want to thank you 
and congratulate you. You are mkking strides in evelY community to empower women, to give 
voice to women, to strengthen th~ forces of democracy. 

i 
Hearing from you has made one thing vel)' clear. This creation of the Vital Voices 

I 

Initiative, and especially the Advisory ,Committee, is making it possible for you to find more and 
better ways to connect with each bther. I want to offer our continuing support on behalf of the 
government and the people ofth~ United States. We are vel)' pleased to be a part in a small way 
of helping to give voice, not only; to women but to men and all who share our belief that the . 
future ofNorthern Ireland lies wi~ the continuing emphasis on peace, economic empowerment 
and development. We will stand with you. We will stand with all who take risks for peace. We 
will stand with all who are interested in building 0pp0l1unity and accepting responsibility for the 
future. So for giving me another!wonderful experience here in Belfast I want to thank you. And . ) . 

to all of you who are at the sites I want to commend you and urge you to continue to spread your 
I 

work and make your voices heard as well. I look for moreopp0l1unities, which I will take 
gladly, to return and be as helpful as I can be with those with whom I work, and also to host arid 
welcome you to the United States. 

I 

Yesterday in Galway, wh~n I was pIivileged to give an address and be named a 
"Freeman" of Galway, which waS a wonderful honor, I said then that I always feel so welcome, 
and I want to thank you for maki~g my husband and I feel so welcome. The traditional 100,000 
welcomes that I sometimes feel are showered upon us when we come is certainly matched by the 
work and progress that I see taking place. So I look fOlward to continuing our partnership and 
working with all of you to make kure that the Vital Voices Initiative translates into reality the 
energy and the vision that I see i~ this room and that we have heard about today. 

Thank you very much! 
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