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MRS~ CLINTON: Thank ,you so mudb.I'am reminded, l.n 
following Anne Richard's, of that old story of the fellow who died in 
one of 'the ,early Arkansas floods and makes his way to heaven'and is' 
met at the 'gates. And st. 'Peter' says,' "Well, you're just in time for 
our mo.nthly seminar.' What do you .want to talk about?" The man said, 
"I want to talk about the'most important experience that I have ever 
encount'ered., I~want to talk about what it is like to be ina flood. 
I feel,like'! 9an llIake areal contribution to that dialogue.", St. 
,Peter s,ays, "Fine.' ,You'll go on aft,er Noah. "(Laughter.) ,So., l":lere 
-we are after Noah.' (Applause.') , ' 

i ' , ' 

'lou know, it is not a ,common experience for me 'to,be in 
any Texas a,thletic'"facility and, feel good about it,':' ... (applause)', -- , 
but: I must say that nowthat,we're: no longer in, :the ,same conferences, 

,my state and' yours ,that I' am honored to be -- (laughter),'....:.;.. in' the" 
arena where ,the Lady Longhorns play. (Applause.) And I also 'have to ' 
say' --:- and I hope that you feel the sa!lle, way I did ,--,,,'I was mighty , 
proud of Texas Tech, too., I thought that was a ,great victory.

'(Applause.)' , , " , 

, ',You know,. when Liz Carpenter asked me to ,come speak at' , 
her- little seminar ,-- (laughter) ;-:' it wasorie ot', those conversatic)ns, 
that, you' have' with Liz -- those, of us who ~re lucky enough to know' 
her,and,call 'her,a friend -- where:her enthusiasm just kind of takes 

,over., She said,'I/m,goingto ,have some of my friends 'in, we're going, 
I' '.' • ) ~ -- " . <. '! • . . - ' 

to do thl.s lecture.! 'lou know, ' l.t,wl.ll'pe fun.' It 11 get Anne to come 
.... ; over and Mrs. Johnson will come 9ver, ,and we'll just have a good' .0 Id ' ' 

'time.' ' , , 

And T had this, sort o,f mental image of being overiri one 
of the small rooms at the LBJ School and sitting with a bunch,of my 
friends, maybe ~ith some students around a table. Andi;:nen I jUst 

I 
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put, it out of my mind. And over the last 'two, weeks, as Liz knows, 
. it's been ,kind qf touch-and-gofor me ,whether I thought I could be 
here, and I'told Liz that I would certainly try., And when it became 

, clearer that 1: COUld, I renewed contact w,ith the peoplewno were' , 
,helping her put ,this an and ,was then told that there were going to be 
thousands,maybe 14,,000' people at this ev~nt., 

And my first response was no'" no, no; you must ,have read 
it wrong, 'there's an extra zero,in there somewhere. But my second 
was why would' I doubt Liz carpenter on anything? . ,'If she's going to/ 

,'put on a lecture,ship' that' s,like Anne says, it' s ,going to be a big 

orie'and besides' it,'s in Texas. So what do we expE~:ct? ,.,nd I'm just 

plea.edto be part o~ it. (A~pl~use.)· , 


" . 

I also want to,say a special ~ord of appreciation tq 
Mrs. Johnson. 'You'know, there is that wonderful o'id saying about how 

,you never quite know what it's like until you've walked i!l another:: 
person's 'mocca~ins. , Well, I don't know if you've. ever worn 

\ moccasins, Mrs. Johnson, but I'm,getting a sense of what it is like 
to try to walk iht,he footsteps of you and the other women who have' 
be~n in the position that I now find myself in. ,And every day, that 

'goes by, I, am more impressed by· ,the kind of ,qualities that you and 
other women In. this pcisftion 'have brought to'taking care of your 
personal business on behalf of yqur'fam'ily ,.and your husbanq, and also 
trying to make, your contribution tbthe country. And all 'of 'us in 
this arena are grateful for the grace and beauty by which you carried 
out 'both of those ,functions and as a wonderful example, not j,ust for, 
me, but, for .all of us. And I Very much. wanted t;.osay,that.toyou 

. publicly. (Applause. ) , . 
, " 

" ' 

,YoU know, 'after you hear what I have to say, you'll 
think that Gover'nor Richards and I notcinly, coordinated outfits but, 
coordinated comments. And I suppose the ,only ,thfhg left for me is to 
get a ha'ir:":do like that. (Laughter.) You know; I'm actually,'due for 
a new one and I figure that if we ever,' want to get Bosnia off the 
front page, all I have to do is eithe,r put ,on a headband or change my 
hair and we'll be occupied w,ith something elsel.' (LaughtE!r' and 
applause. ), ' 

But what, Anne Richards talked about is, what I want to' 
expand on in my remarks leading into thepp.nel discussion with all,of' 
these dIstinguished panelists ~nd'with questions from many of you 
that t understand were submitted. ,Because the problems that she 
alluded'to are' 'not j'ust, American problems, they are not just, 
gqvernmerital problems. We are at a' stage in history, 'I would " 
suggest, in which remolding society certainly in the West' is one of' 
~he great challenges f~cing all of,us as individuals and as citizens. 
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.And w~ have to begiri realistic~lly to take stock of 
where we are; stripping perhaps away the romanticism that Governor. 
Richa'rds ,r.eferr/edto> to be able to understand where we are in 
history at this point and what our real ~hallenges ha~pen to be . 

. '" . , 	 ~.' 

1 • 	 " ' • '. 

And I say that i't is, not just an American problem 
because if one looks around th~ west.rn world, if orie looks at 
Etiropej if'one.,looks~t the emerging demodracies, 'at A~ia, if one 
looks' certainly ·here in' North America, you can see the ru'mblings of 
discontent, almo,st regardlE!ss' of 'politicaf systems, as we' come face 
to .face with the problems that the modern age has dealt us. 

. ~ , ". ~ '. .,. 

And if we take a step back 'anda~kourselves, why is it 
in a country a~ ecoho~ically wealthy as we are despite~ur ~conomic 
problems, in a country :that is the' longest surviving democracy, .'there 
is. this undercurrent of discontent --this sense that somehow ' 
econonlic growth and prosperity, political democracy and freedom are 
not· enough -- that we lack at s()me core level meaning in our' 
individual liveS and meaning collectively -''''' th(!it sense that our 
lives are part' of. some great~r effort, 'that we,- are connected to, one, 
anot~er, that pommunity means. that we have a"place' where ,we belong no 
matter who we are. And it isn't very far below the surface· because 
we,can.see po~ping,throu~h the surface the.signs of alienation and 
despair and hopelessness that are all too common and cannot 'be 
ignored. They're' in. 'our living rooms at 'night on the hews. They're 

'on'the 	front pages; they are i~all of out neighborhoods . 

• , 	 On the plane coming down I. read a phrase in an article 
~ 	 in thenew~papei this morn~ng talkihg about how desperate conditions 

are in so many of our, cities that are fillecLwith hopeless girls with 
bab1~s and angry boys with guns., And yet,' ,it is not just the, most, 
violent and the, most alienated that we can look to. 'The discontent' 
of which I speak' il:? broader than, that, deeper than that. We .are, I, , 
think I in' a cr tsis of meaning. What do our governm'ental institutions 
mean? What dO,our lives in today'sworld mean? What ,do~~ this 
economic global' event" that Governor .Richards spoke of mean? What do 

. " 	a'll of our institutions mean? Wh<;lt does it mean to be educated?, 
What' does.itmean to be a ,journalist? What does it ,mean in today's 
world to pursue not only ~ocations, to be 'part of institutions" but 
to be human? . 

And, certainly; coming off, the last year when·'the ethos. 
of selfishness and greed were' given places of honor never,before 
accorded, it :i.scertainly timely\ to askourselve~these questions. 
, (Applause.) , 	

''\' 

One o'f the clearest and most poignant 'posings; of this 
question 'that I have.run.across was the onep~ovided by Lee Atwat~r 

. as he lay dying. For those o,f you who may' not kn~w,' Lee Atwater was 
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credited with being' the architect of the Republican victories of the 
'70s and the '80s. The vaunted campaign manager of Reagan and Bush. 
The man who knew how to fight bare';'knuckled in the political 'arena, 
who was willing to' engage iitany tactics solon'g as it worked and he 
wasn't caught at it.;" . . 

Arid yet, . when Lee Atwater was struck down with cancer, 
hesaid'so~ething~h~ch we reprinted in Life Magaz1he~ ~hich I cu~ 

, 	 out and carry with me ina little book I have of 'sayings arid " 
Scriptures1that I find important and that replenish me from,time to" 
time.that I want tq share with you. 

. 	 . . ' 	 , 

He said the following,: "Long 'before I was struck 'with 
,cancer, I felt something ~tirrtngin American society~ It w~s a 
sense among the p~o~le of the country, Republicans an~ Democrats 
alike, that som~thingwas missing from their lives, something 
crucial. I ,was trying to position the, Republican Party to take, 
advantage ,of it. But I wasn't exactl,y sure what it ,was. My illness 
helped'me to see 'that, what was missing in .societyis~what was missing 
in me. A little heart, a lot of brothe~hood. ' 

The ~ 80s were about acquiring --:, acquiring wealth, power' 
prestig~. I know. t acquired more wealth, power" and prestige than 
most. But you can acquire all you want and still feel emp~y. , What. 
power wouldn't I trade for a little more time with my family? What' 
price wouldn't ipaytfor an'e,{ening.withfriends?, !ttook a deadly" 
illness to put me eye.-to-:eye with that true, but it 1s a truth that 
the country , caught up. in'itR,ruthless ambitions .and moral decay, can., ,. le,ar'n on my dime. 	 .'-,' 

, ' . I dontt know who, will lead us through the '90s, but they 
must be, made to speak to this spiritual vacuum at the· heart of,. '. . 
American'society'; this tumor of the soul. "* . 

That to me will be Lee Atwater's real lasting legacy, 
n'ot:the elections that he, helped to win. (Applause;)" 

But I think the answer to his question -- "wh,o will lead 
us out of thIs spiritual vacuum" ...:-theanswer .is all of us. Because 

. remolding society does not depend on· just changing government, on· 
just reinventing our' institutions' to be more" in.tune with-present 
realities. It req~ires each of us to .play oui pait ,in redefining 
what, our lives are and what they should be . 

.' "We ar,e caught between two great politic?lforces.. ' On" 
the one hand we have' oure'conomy -- the -market economy -- which knows 
the price of everything, 'but the value,ofnothing~ That ,is not its' 
job~ And then the state or government which attempts to, use its 
means of acquiring tax money, ~f m~kingdecisions ~o assist us in' 
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becoming a better I more equitable s'oclety' as;; , i t de~ ines it:. That is' 
what all societies are currently caught between -- forces that,are' 
more complex and bigger than any of us cim understand. ,And missing 

,in that equation, ,as we have political and ideological struggles' . 
between those' who think market economics are the' answe'r ,to • ' 
everything, those, who think government programs are,' the answer to 
everythingi is the re~ognitiori am~ng all of u~ tha~ neith~t of those 
is, an adequate.' explanation for the cl)allenges c:onfronting us. 

, . ' " . \ , " 

. . And .what' .we each must do is to br:eak through the old 
, thinking that has for too long captured us politically and, . 
institutionally, ,so that we can begin'to devise new ways of thinking 
about not only ,what it means to have goV'ernment~ that ~ork ,again, not 
only' what it means to have' economies that don I t discard· people lik,e 
they were excess baggage that we·no long~r need, but to define our 
institutional and personal responsibilities in ways that answer this' 
l\~ck ofmeanihg. ' 

We need a new, politics of meaning. We'need a new ethos 
of'irtdividual re.pon.ibility;and caring. We need a ne~,definition of 
civil society which answers the unansV{erable ,questions posed 'by both 
the market f'orces and the governmental ones, as to how we ,can Qave a 
society that fills us up again arid makes us ,feel thatwe'arepart of 
something bigger than ourselves.' ' . 

NOW, will it be easy to do that? Of course not~ 
Because ~e are breaking new ground. Thls,is a trend that has been 
developing over hundreds'ofyear~. It is ·not somethiti~thatjust 

'happened to us in,the last decade or ·two. 'And so it is not going, to. 
be easy to redefine who we are as human beings in this post-modern 

,age .. Nor wi.!l it be easy to figure'out how to make our institutions 
, more. responsive to the kind of humari' beings we wish to'. be .. 

< • 'i ." , 

, But,part of the great challenge of living, is defining 
yourself in your moment, of seiting the opportunitiesthatyciu are. , 
given,: and 'Of rnakingthe v,ery best choices you can.;' That is what· 
this adm,inistration, this President, and thdseof us who are hoping 
tor these changes are attempting to do. ' 

, ", ( 

.. 

.• .' I used to wonder during the ~lection 'when my husband 


,would attempt to explain how so many of the problems.that we'were 

confronting were not ~asy Dem6c~atic-Republi6an-iiberal~conservative 

problems. They wereprohlems that shared different characteristics, 
that we· had to hot only define clearly, but search for new ways of 
confronting. ' , ' 

Then someone would say, well', you know,' he can't make up 
his mind, or he doesn't know whathe·wants to say about that. When 
instead what I wClshearing and what 'we had been' struggling, 'with for 
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years is how, does one define these ~ew issues. How do .w~ begin to 
inject s~mem~~ning? How do w~ take old ~alues ~nd:~pply them to , 
these' new -- for many of us -- undreamed of problems that we now 
confront? And that' is what all' of us must be,enga.ged in in, our own 
lives, ,at every level, in every institution with which we interact. 

,Let me just gi~e you some examples. If ,we bel,ieve that 
the reconstruction of civil societ~ with its institutions 6~ f~mily, 
friendship networks', c6rilmlinities, voluntary organizat~ons, 'are really, 
the glue of what holds ust6gether i ,if we go back and read' . 
deToqueville and notice how he. talked over and over again about' the 
un,iquecharacte,ristics that' he found among Americans. and' rooted so 
many of ~hose ihthat'klndof intermediary institution'of civil 
society that I just mentioned, then we know we have to better 

,understand what we can do to strengthen those institutions, to 
understand hbw they have changed,over time, and to try to find 
meaning intlJ,em as they currently' are. " 

" ,That' ~ whY: the debate over family values over the last 
year, which was devised' for political purposes, seemed so off-point. 
There is no -- o~, should be n6 debates that our familystructur~ is 
in trouble .. There should be no debate that children need ~he . 
stabllitYi therpredidt~biiity ~~ a fa~lly~. But there ,should be 
debate over how we best make sure' ·that children and families 
flourish. Andohce,that'd~bate is ~~rried out on honest terms, then 
we have torecogni2;e that either the old'idea that only parental 
influence and ~arentalvalue~matters~ or the nearly as old idea that

J orily, state programmaticinterventiori'matters are both equally·e- fallacious.' .' 
., 

Instead we ought"to recognize what sh.ould be a' common,­
sense, truth --' that children are the 'result, of both the'values of.

" r' ." , ' . ' '\tneir parents and the values of the society in which th~y live. And 
that. you can hav~. an' important -- (applause) -­
(end of .sid~ one tap~)' . 

(in progress) -- ~owbe~t tomak~ sJreparental ,values a~e the ones 
that will help children grow.and be strengtheneq, and how social : 
values, equally must be recogniz~dfor the role they play in' how ' ' 
children feel about themselves arid act :inthe world. And then we can 
begin to ~have what should be a sensible conversation about how,to 

'stre'ngthen both. That's the kind o( approach. that has' to . get' beyond 
the dogma of right or left~;donservative or liberal. Those views are 
inadequate fo. the prol;>lems we see.'" 

Any of 'you ~hohave ever been in an inner c1ty , working" 
with young people a.s I have ove~ the. years, ,wll1 know as I do the 

,heroic stories qf parents and grandparents who, , against, overwhelming 
odds, fight to keep their children safe just physicallysafe;.-and 
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who hold' hi,gh expectations for those children; whose ,values' I would:,' 
put up against any other person in' the'country, but who has no 
control over the ~ay-to~day ~iolence an~,influence that comes 
flooding in the doors of that housing project apartment; anqwho n~ed 
a society that' is more supportiv~ of thtHr value than the one they 
currelltly have., (Appl~use.) , 

~quallY, all of us 'know'tl1e contrary 'storY of families 
with enough econo~ic mean~,: ~ffluent enough to live ,in neighborhoods 
that' are as, safe ~st.h·ey, can, be 'in our ,country today:, so they ha:ve 
'the social value structure of, what we' would hope that each child' in 
AMerica couid have in terms of just basic kinds of fundamental safety 

, 	and physical well-being , but who,se parE!ntal values are not ones to 

promo.te a Childhood that is a positive one, giving children the 

chance tp grow ,up to achieve their, ,own God-given potentiaL So that 

the presence of values ~f society, are not enough, ,ei~her." 


, There are so many examples of how 'we, 'have to think 
differently and how we have to go beyond not only the traditions of 
the past, but unfortunately for many of us, well-held and cherished 
views',of the past; and how we bave to break out af the kind of 
gridlock mentality which 'exists not just in the Congress from time to 
time, but exists, as well i~ all of us as,we stiuggle to see the,world~ 
differently and cope with the challengesi:t has given us. 

Yet I am very hopeful 'about where we ,stand in this last 
decade of the 20th century, because for ~ll of the problems that we 
see, 'a:round us, both' ab~oad and at, hOrne, there is a, growing body of 
people: who-want to dealw~th them, who want tQbe' part of this , 
conversation about how ,we break through old views and deal with new' 
problems. And·we will need 'millions more 'of those conversations. ' , 

," ,Those con~ersations need' to take place in' every famil'y, 
every workplace,' every political institution in our 'country. They 
need to take place in our schools, where WE! have to be honest about 

'~ wha:t we are and are not able' to convey to our children; where we have 
to be, honest ,about ,the conditions'with,which 'are confronting so many, 
of ',our, teachers arid our students day in and day out ; where we have, to ' 
be honest ,that we do, have to set high expectations" ,for' all children 
and we should not 9-iscarci any because of who tney are or where they 
come from. (Laughter.) ­

, ' Aryd where we need to' hold accountab,leevery member of 
the educational 'ente,rprise' -- parents i t'eachers and students. ,Each 
should be held" accountable for theopportunity 'they have been given 
to participaie in orie of the greatest efforts of: humankind, passing' 
on knowledge to children... And we have to expect more than we are, 
currently getting. ,(Applause.) 
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, "We also need 'to ~ake'a hard look at other {nstitutions. 
As Governor Richardss~id we are in,th~ ~idst of an int~nsive effort 
of trying to determin'e how.we can provide decent', affordable health ' 
care to every Americ~n. (Applause.),' And in t~at process we have h~d 
to ask hard questions about every aspect of our health care system. ' 
Why do doctors',do what they do?' ',' Why ~re' nU,rses not permitted' to ,do' , 
m6re than they do? Why are'pati~nts put {h the position they're in? 
(Applause.), ' " 	 '" 

\' 

,And we have with us today Bill Moyers, who has helped, to 
enlighten all of us about how~hat we cut~entlyhave isa system for' 
takirigcareof slckness~ We do not have ~system 'for ~nhancing and 
promoting health. ,U~pplause.) And what we need, to do is recognize, , 
h9W each of us, whether weare a care give~ or a care receiver -- and 
that rble may ch~nge.from timet6time' as we go'through life -~ will 
have to think differently about health care. And-we will have to 
come up y.rith a system that promotes wellness, promotes 'neal'th and 
provide~ care for us when we ~resick that we 'cariafford.' , 

,But to give youjust'one exampl~ about how, this, ties in 
with what I ,have said before about hciw these problems wear~ 
confronting, now, in many ways are the. result of our progress, a~ we' , 

,havi moved towatdbeing modern men and women: Our ance~torsdid not 
have to think about many of theissu'es we are' now, confronted with. 
When doesl{fe' startiwhen d'oes life end? . Who, make's those ,decisions?, 
How do we, dare to impinge upon these are~s' of ,such <;lelicate, , 

, 	diffic~lt,questions? 'And, yet,' every day in hbspitals and h6~es,and 
hospices allover,thi~country,people are strug~ling,with those very,
profound issues~ " ", ' 

These are, not issues tnat we have guidebook.!=i abou~. , , 
,They are issues ,that we have to summon up what we believe is morally 
and ethically arid spiritually correct and do the' best, we can with; 
God's guidance. "How,do'we' create a ~ystem that get$ rid of the 
micromanagement, the regulation and, the bureaucracy, arid substitutes, 
instead hum'an caring, coricern and love?, ,And that is ,our real I 

challenge in red~signing a healttl care system. (Applause.)" .' 

I ,want'to say a .word about another institution and that 
is the media, because it is the filter through, which we see ourselVes 
and one ,another. ',And in manyw'ays the, challenge confronti~g it .is , 
ju~t ~s difficult 'as those cohfrontingany other institution we cari 
imagine~ How does one keep up with the extraordinary ,pace of , 
information now available? How,.do we make sense of that information? 
How 'd'o we 'make' values about i teven i.f we think we have made sense? . 
How do we rid ourselv'esof the lowest common denominator that is the' 
easiest ,way of conveying information?, How do we have' a media that' 
understands how difficult these issues, are and looks ~t itself 
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honestly because, the, role it must play, is so critical' 'to our success 
in making decisions about how we,will proce~d as a: societ~?' 

I'remember in-th~ begiriningof the campaigl1 being asked 
a: ques,tion at 'an editorial meeting in South'Carolina 'that my, husbaI:ld 
was at to meet a lot of the edit;ors and reporters 'from a lot of the 
small:..town papers. Thes'e were not folks who you'll see on a TV 
station anywhere; these are people who got up every qay and did the 
best they could: to put cmt the paper that covered their community or ' ' 
their region.- And .one of the ~en, after hearing my husband speak, 

. said,"Nowi you'v~ t~lked al?out h'ow, we have to change. How we' have. 
to 6hange government, ,how we have fo.chan~e society., But as a 
journalist, how do I,change to be' able .to underst~ndand report on 
those changes?". My. husband said, "You know, I can't answer that.' 
That's something you have toan;;wer. But I'm really glad youaskE~.d 
the'question, because e~ery institution in bur life has'to ask those 
'hard 	questions ,about who we are,what contribution we. make to. dealing 
witl1 our problems and to injecting meaning again,in the lives of us' 
'a 11. " 

'. So every 'one of our ins~itutions is under the ,same kind 
o{ mamiate. '. Change will come whether w,e want it or n9t, and what we 
have to do is to try tb make change our friend, not our enemy. But 
probably most profoundly and importantly, the changes that will count 
the most'are the millions ~nd.millions cif changes that take.place on, 
the individual level as people, reject ,cynicism, as they are willing' 

, to' b~ hopeful again, as, they are willing to take risks to meet the. 
"challenges ,th~y'. see around. them" as they truly begin to try' to see 
other"people as th~y wish to be seen and to treat them as they wish 
to be 'treated, to overcome all of the ,obstacles' we;hav~ erected 
around ourselves that keep,~s,apart from one another, fearful and 
afraid, n'ot willing to. build .the bridges' necessary, to. fill that. 
spiritual vabuum that Lee Atwater.talked·about. . 

. You kno~, one of my other favciriie quote~is fro~ Albert' 
Schweitzer. "And he talks about how you know' the disease in' Central' 
Africa called sleeping sickness; there also' e>e;'ists'a sleeping 
sickness of the soul. The most dangerous aspect is. that -- (gap in 
tape.) . 	 . 

(in progress) moving into a:new 'millennium. Let us be willing' to' 
help our institutions to change,,~o deal with theriew c~~llenges'that 
confront them. Let us' try to restore the importarice ofcivi; soci~ty 
by· committing ourselves to: our children, our families, our frien,dsj 
and to reaching out beyond the circle of' .those of whom we. know, to 

, the many others on' whom"we . are dependent in this complex society; and 

under~tanding a little more about what theii lives are'lik~ and 'doing 

what we can·to help ease their burdens. 
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W-·""';· . . Our g~e~test 6~po~tunitie~lie ahead, because so ~any of 
the World War the other .the struggles of the Depression and .. and 

.'" cha~lenges pos:ed by the Cold War "and communism are behind' us. 'The 
",new ones are equally threatening.,' But we should have learned ,a lot 

in the last few years that will prepare u~ to 'play our ~art in 
remolding a 'society that' we are proud "to', be a' part. of • 

I, , 

ThanJ:c you all very 'much. 

* Le, Atw~ter ("Lee Atwate~/s'Last Campaign~, Life 'Magazine, February 
" 1991) 

! ' 


