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Thank you very much. I am both,hohored'gahd 'pleased to be
here at this commencement. I know that it is a special occasion

for those of you who are receiving your undergraduate‘ degrees

and your advanced degrees. I remember well that: it is a special'

occasion too‘for all of your family members and your. friends.

It 1is a highly personal event that marks a passage 1n ‘your llfe,

but it occurs at a time in the life of our country and our statef

that is also a passage, and in which each of us has a role to.

play that will determine how well we navigate this passage.
~It's important to remember as we celebrate a commencement

for those of you who are graduating to . realize jthat; our state

and country are also being asked to commence. It is a different

era that we are now living in, just as the era'that . ended WorldA

War II was dlfferent and the one that ended- World War I was

_dlfferent and back through hlstory And hlstory has a way of

asklng us - to meet its challenges, and we Judged both

individually and collectlvely on how well we do that

If we stop for a mlnute and thlnk about the era that‘ls
ending, which one mlght call the post-World War 11 era, TI"thlnk
it is fair to say that our parents and grandparents fulfilled

the goals that they set for us collectively at the -end of -that

war. Very 'simply, what were they? - They were to preserve and

expand democracy and to extend the benefits of the free enter-

prise system and economic activity both throughout our country



and throughout the world. At the end of World War II we stood

predominant amongst all the nations - in the world. We had van-

quished our foes and we had assisted our allies, and we stood

not ‘just in a leadership.pbsitibn militarily, but ecqnomiéally
and also philosophically; And what I'think»is' probably a . fair
statemeht is that those'goals,po p;metejénd préserveAdemocracy:
in the face of great challenge ahd«tojexﬁénd economic opportuni-
t;es throughout the globe have been met.

We can read in the néwspépérs and see on the telévisionv'séts
that = democracy has taken hold thrdughbut the world. In com-
munist countries, in authoritarian regimesf'the dreams éf people
to be free are fbrgaking thrdugh,_and econ@miéaliy what we see
ha?pening is that couhtries thch could‘ﬁot feed theﬁselves ‘have
learned hpw to do so in lafge measure because we helped them
learn. Countries that could‘not‘ ménufactufe or produce iﬁems‘

that were needed throughout the.globe are now in a surplus trade

- position because théy have learned to a gréat'extent the lessons

that we wanted to teach them.

And so we have as a cbuﬁfry:?been“ sucééssful in those two
goals, 'butfthe itonyAis that if we inﬁenaed to promoté:democrgcyL
and free enterprise, we_find,pu#selveé ﬁnpreparetho.live.in .the
wofla "that we helped create; In afwbrld'whete‘we have more
economic competition, we have to‘be'wiliing to QOrk harder and
be better educated in,érder ;c,be competitive ourselves,

- So when I talk about a ‘changing eré,t‘I'm 'réally talking

about how we have moved from a position where we wanted the rest
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of thetegrld to understand what we had iearned ~for‘.,‘over two
hundred years about how to try to maximise’eppertunity for‘
peepie, to“a time when others have taken that: lessonv to - heart.
Countries ethatk did net‘ even exist at the end of World War II
(places like Taiwan) or'COuntries which lay in ruins (iike Japan
.kand Germany) are competrng wlth us throughout the globe.‘[”
'And what is our response° Well, our response can be to eem—
“plain, ' to argue, to say it' s,not,falr, to wish lt‘would go away,
to think’we don't have to do anything differently becaﬁse why
can't the world stay the way lt was; Or we can say to ourselves,
"You know what? We were ,successful at trylng to help-~other
people do better for ’themselves ‘We Dbetter make sure we do
better By ourselves."- And the key to do;ng better by ;ourse;ves
is educatlon ‘ _

We cannot pursue our personal or collectlve goals if we do
'not commlt ourselves to pursulng.educatlon. And education fer
'me is a llfe-long process.v It starts wrth the childrenw'that I
see in this audrence who haven' t even begun school yet because
their parents and other family members care about their 'futures
and begln to teach them what they need to know so that they can'_
be successful and productlve c1tlzens. :It contlnueS’through our
publrc"educatlon ,system’ as we labor to give the kind ef oppor-
tunities that ehildren\in'Arkansas deserve to have so that' theyk
can have an education that is equlvalent to that avallable any-

‘where else in this world And it certarnly goes on beyond. high
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school Ainto all of our institutions of post-secondaryieducation,
our collegee, our universities, ouf vocational and technical
schools. But it doesn t happen by our wanting it to happen and
sitting back and waiting for someone else to do the.work.

This generation ‘that has come of age in the post-World War
II era, ‘has to meet the challenges posed to it asf earlier- gen- )
erations have. I think we are fully capable of dOing it, but it
takes will and effort. It takeska willingness to work harder,
to educate ourselves and _be Willing to make,»sacrifies and
investments that Wlll pay off down the road.invthe future. |

The people graduating'today from ASU are part of a minority

of Arkansas students who ever get-this far. We have made a lot

of progress in the'flast six years in improving education and
raising expectations, but we have to finish the jOb

Education, whether we partiCipate in it directly as studentsiv
or educators, or whether we reap the benefits that come because

e . have more educated people, is the single most important issue

in our state. And I'm hoping that as we Slt here this evening

and watch the graduates 1ndiv1dually pass AtoA receive their

degrees, each one of us will think about ‘the challenges: facing

our state and our country and.determineAin our mind what we will

do to improve education here, in our own families, in ‘'our own
personal lives and beyond that as citizens and taxpayers-.
We cannot have the kind of education system we need if we do

not invest in the educators and in the equipment and facilities
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that are fequired to erovide that education syetem; It's a .much
larger issue 'than‘ just what happens in va,particular school
district or at a.particularkeollege{ It is interrelated. What
happens. in those affects everythipg that happeas througﬁout our
state. | | | ‘ |

Se l'am pleased to be part of arcommencement'for theeehgrad-
dates, but beyond that, I am pleased to be pa;t‘ ef'ethe engoing
process of edueation that's represented here this evening. I
hope that all here who are proﬁd- of theseﬁ individuals will
realize that the kind of sacrifices they. have made'to achieve
this dlstlnctlon is equlvalent to what we all must ,make if we
a:el goxng to provxde that opportunlty to as many of our pecple
aslwe.possibly can. I'm very optlmlstlc. about 7our' future be-v
eause'4I"think we will make the Commitmente'anavthe investmehts.
that are requlred to prov;de. the educatlonal opportunltleS« iﬁ?

Arkansas 'that Wlll enable us to have the economlc future that

‘all of us want for these young people and these,who come after.

So - I congratulate these graduates’ and ask you not ]ust to be
satisfied with your degrees “but to be challenged by rece;vxng
them to be advocates for education because we need your voices.

Thank you all. God'bless you, and good luck.
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