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As I was listening to Letty (Co;tin Pegrebin)'lntroduce me, it
ran through my mind that many of the things I have done in the,ihst _
20 or =0 years in my life have been connected with trying»to«define

what it means to be an adult, a woman, a wife, a mother in today's

| world,

I think all of us come to tha idea of family with some built-in
presumptions because we all ware members of 6ne; and so it's probably
a bit presumptuous and perhnps a little bit fooliah to stand in front

of a group such as this to talk about: tnese matters, but we were

~ invited to do so; and it was a wondarful reagson to come to

Chautaﬁqua; 30 here I an.

I thought I would spent a little tims talking about how I came to

‘these issues about ‘amily -and marriage and paranting, and then share

with ycu some of what it means to try to have a marriaga and a family"

in the publxc eyu. Thau, ny h1sband will talk ... he'll talk about

- whatever he wants to... but I think hA will talk akout (at least as

of 8:00 this morning) some of what we've tried to do in our state to -

make ccndit 1ons more fr-endly toward the: *eaponsibillties of

parenting and families. |
You know, I was thinking, as I have, s-eadilv, for the past several
days, about these ilssues that we've been discussing here this: week.'I

am so delighted that Chautauqua has chosen c¢nca again to focus on the

- family. My husband was here taree years ago in a similar seﬁies'cft

lectures.
It is very clear to me, and I think, to many of you here, that our

country car only be as strong as our individuals are, and our
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i.-» individua;é can ogly be as strong andfas;competent as the fam4lies
from which they come ars. And, it {s imperative that we begin to
study and undaistand those connections. '

I first began to think about this, really, in the context of my
‘church. I"was raised, and am, a Mechodist, and I can remember in my
junior high years having the exﬁeriehce of being taught and
ﬁinlutered to by'A'QOuth ministei who waﬁ wise béycnd his years: aé
assumed although we wers only 13 or 14 or 15, we could learn
something "about the world outside of us,

And, he spoke often that the tami-ies W8 werse part of and the world.

~in whicn we live was a very, very tiny part c¢f <he whole'global‘
experience. Hé took'ﬁa to caia for the%children of"migrant tamilies
who came up from Metico to piuk tha cropa - Lt'a xmpoasible for many

il’; :pecpla to believe 1 now. -- but whan I grasw up outs‘da of Chicago,
three blocks from wihere. I lived, in a subu:b which s now totally. a»
concrete field, %hecs were all kinds of othen fields, where crops:

were grown and pebple made-a living by coming to éick tham, and we.
wafe out there as youngsters, wprking»with’very different kinds of
families from ouz own. | |

And, he took us down to the central city‘of'Chicaqo, wh;re we
learnec to meet and talk childrén from very difZerent kiands of
backgrounds, different culturea,Hwith'diffarent sorts of expectations
forvtheir lives. B |

I can remember thinking from that time forward that one of the. great
mysteries that‘I'waa‘concerned.nbout.ia how did we raise children

‘i;g with different backgrounds and culturas and economic standards to

have to kind of competsnca and character that we needed to have to
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keep our country going and ¢€¢ maka seeietf rsally available {n all of |

. its quality to aé many of aur people as possible_. .

When I went to collage, in the middle and late sixtiés, it was clear
there were lots~ofxf6rcea at work in our society, many of which were
tearing and pq;ling at its very foundatibns, That prompted me to
think even mpre“about éhat are our p;obléhs,and~how do we begin to
address thea. | | | | | .

Then, .in law-achogl, my first mohth'thara, f raad an article about:
Marian Wright Edelman, who many of your heard speak yesterday, and ’
she lnup#f&d me, and whan sha cama o Yals, L wéntjana met with nar;
and éaid I wanted toAtry and‘work with hér; and I”d;d, from that
summer through tha many yaars that have lad to my keing on her board
and chalring it now. | .

. 'So these thnmes about hcw 'do we provide ‘for families and how do we
give them tha raaou:cas they need to do their job, has baen a biding
concern of mina for many, manf years. Baing concerned about
somethinq, though, doesn't necessarily mean that one undarstands it.

I have tolconfeaa thatAgt-the~same tima'that I was concarned about
how ﬁe rﬁise“childtan and aqui§ them an# prepare them and nurturé
them, I was aisb,gping.thréugn whatAmﬁny women my age have,gonef‘
throdgh, and that iu; how do we defina fo- ourselves as‘women'whaﬁ we
wanﬁ out_of‘our-livas. ) _

My mother cid an absolutely suﬁerb job, in my opinion, agaln
p:asumptudus, ofira:sihg me. But she did it as a full time mother.
She did it having lunch on the table avery day when I came home‘frém-

achool, and she did it every afternoon when I came home :lrom school.
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Yet, I, along with so many members of my generation, for reasons
‘l' ~ that are complex and difficult, often, tc articulate, and»ofteh .
encouraged by those very mothers who were there for us 24 hours per
day, chose a different way. .

My mother never went to college. ahe absolutely balieved with all
her heart that I would, and I did. She was never a profesaional. but
she beliéved with all her heart that'I“qould do whatever I set my
mind to, 1if I was willing to make'the comﬁitﬁant. I.choSe to baqoma a.
lawyer, and to fulfill her confidence and faith in me.

But, it became increasinglf'ditticult for~mé, along with many of m§
friénda and compatr;ots, to~uﬁderstand how this new rola that'wemhad
chesen to assume woald fit with the kind‘hf ma}ifal and paranting

«raapbnsiﬁi;ities that weie'aléc an absdlutaly_aasential part,. we

:>

_i huped, uf vur own axperieﬁce; but certainly ot :ne~nu¢6n experiencs.
' That kind of tension and.xstruggle between tne_:edeyz‘initior.x- of adult
roles and the needs that children have to have ﬁét, is one of the
- defining struggles of the past 20 years, It~;s acted out in our-
homea,vin-our‘commun;tias,-qnd it has séciatal :eﬁercussions thAt
wa'‘re only beginning now to understandf
| I know for a long :iﬁé the idea bf'marri&qe, for me, was not as
clear es it zertainly was Zor women of an earlier generation.
Because, I.didn't know hew it would fit in-with this new personality |
or person that I was developing. ‘ . "
Unfortuﬁatély I went to Yale Law Schaol; whera-BLll Clinton also
chose to qo, If that hadn't happened, I don't know what I'd ba}éaying
to you this-morning, But the first words I heard out of his mouth- |

. occurred as I was walking through the Yale Law School Lounge, one day

4
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with a friend of mine, to get a.Coke after class. I heard thias voice
say, "And no£ only that, wa}grchthe biggast watermelons in the
world." | .

I said, "Who is that?" and she replied, "That's Bill Clinton. He:
comes from ﬁrkﬁnsaa and that's ail he evai-thlks about."

I should have known then what it' s taken me. years to f£ind out, that
was abeolu ely true. But I got to Xxnow. him over the time. of our- being
in class. He will tell you that we got to know each other because we -
were both in a clase where we were the two worat attende*s. I think
that's a- .cruel criticism of my attendanca at that class. But, it's—
probably got some. truth in ic.

- But we did get to know each other, and we found that we had many.

- things in common. Wa were octh very concerﬁed about our country and

its direction and fascinatad by pol xtics, and committed to public

service. We also realized that a marriage between two paople like: ua

Wwas never, aver goinq to ba easy, if it could sven happen at all.
When we graduated from law school, he waas right back t> Arkansaa. I

wanted nething to do with that. I had neve* been ‘to Arkansas, and

" 1ike many people who grew up in Chicago, wasn't even sura whera it

was. I did know that they grew»thg biggest watermelons in the world,f
but that was about “he limit df my,khowladge. | |
Svae hhought, well, this was one of thoaé relationships tnét?cgn‘t
really stand the teat of time; beceuse we are so diftarent:wwe havae..
career paths that probably cannot be reconéi;ed, and so lt's been a
very important experience, but it's probably finished. -
That's not :he‘way it worked out. I‘wsnt:to.work, as Le:t& said, ;

for the Children's Defense Fund, first, and then, in January of- 1974,
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went to work for thé'impeachment staff, that investigated President

'Nixon, during Watergate. These are two very intense'jobé.

During that time, Bill taught at the law school in Fayetteville,
and thsn decided to. run for congress, because he couldn't find anyone
else who would run and raise somo of the issuesa that he wantad

raised. SO. again, {t didn't seem very likely that we would aver find

, our way toqether.

But, one of the real challenges, lt sBeams tO me, for wcmen growing

up such as I have, women as a friend of mina describes us as "on the

cusp," caught between two changing paradigms about what it means to:

be a-woman, a-wife and a'mothar; One of«the”things; it seaméd'clearu

.t0 me, was a. challenge for those on the cusp was to deal not just

with ouxr ego, in which resided our: ambitis:s, our education, our
motivat;ong, our hoges for cursqlves as»an actor in tne world, but:
also our emotions. . - |

- It was clear'tO'me, as‘muéh ag I woﬂld héwe liked'to'hayé deniadAit,'
that there was somathithvéry sﬁeéial about Bill and there was
something'very important between ut: When Presidant-Nixon raesigned, -
in 1974, Ifhad to make deécisioh. wﬁat’wns I to do?

I could have gonefﬁo work for a big law im in a:placa-like‘Chicago
or Now Ynrk, I“caﬁ1d>haue gone back to work fa» ths childrén‘au
Defense Fund, gtayed on that career path that’fbr whatever series of
motivations, i;had'been moving toward all of my life, I also knew.
that I had to deal with a whole other side of life -- the emoticnal
side, where we live and where we grow and when‘all is said and done,

where the most important parts of life take place.
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So, I called the daén of the law échcol, and I said, "When I met
you, you said if I ever quied to teach in Arkana&s, you'd give me a
job. Is that still open?" | V‘ |

He said "Yes," 8o I moved to Arkansas in 1974..My family and friends

thought I had lost hy mind, I was a little bit concernad about that

af wall. &nd I moved to. Fayettavillo, Arkanocas, a tewn amalle: than

anywhare I had ever lived hefora, and to teach in a. law school a.
subject I didn't even know yet, because they hadn't assigned it to
me. They did that adout :wq.daysvbefore class.

So, it was an adventuﬁa, to put the moét‘cptimLsﬁic 1odk on it. Bué
it was something I nad to do. Because even then; I knew that the
struggle that in:eg atas our lives is an on- going struggle. And tz
turn away from the rhallenges that are nosed in our lives is to turn

away from who we ara. And a-lot of the dissonance and tha

‘difficulties that conflict us today, are at bottom, I think, rootad

' 11 this cornflict about~who we ars tc be-in a.vary‘ditferent wcrld

than any of us were prepared zo live in. ‘
Eventually we got married, and I thought at that. point =hat IThad it

figured out. I thought "Well, here we are. We've gotten married." I~

knew Bill was 1ntaréstediin:politice, 3o he would go off in the.

morning and do golitics. I thought I'd married another prrofessional.
You marry a doctor or .a lawfer, you go off in the morning, you do
your job, and you come home. | -

I'd go off in the morning,_I'd ba a lawyer, and‘we'd core home in-
the evening and talk about "“How wasnyour,day?" ‘
wWhat I didn't realize was that when your in a political lite, there

are a whole differert set of obligations that are imposed upon you
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‘from the outside. And that was one of the greatest continuing

" aducation courses I've ever been a part ‘of.

Bacauae éven‘if irtellectually I thought I knew what was going to
happen, being married to gsomeone in politics, praqmaticaiiy I”didn't
have a clue. And anyone who lived through my coming to terms with
what it meant tonba a‘political épouéa~in Arkénsas can attest to th&t.
I'stazted off believing that one of the best things I could do for-
my career and his was keeping our lives as separate as possible, so
there would never be any question of conflict of interest, since I
really did wan: to practice law.

So, I kept my mﬁiden~name, and you weuld haéo thought that I'had-
decid¢d<t§.do some terrible deed equivaient to killing the first

born. I didn'st have'dny'sense-cfihow gignificant a decision that.

would ba séen\as_baing'by,thé peop1e'ef Arkansas. So, I kept my name
andfdécided 1 would just keep praCtiélng law, meeting at the dinner
table, going somewh@ra, and then Bill was elected governar. We had '

our tirst and only child (mayae our first child) while he was in the.

. Govarncr 8 otfice. and that waa like ~haptar two ¢f the experienca >

lived through, because to be pregnant while mnrried to the governor-
méans~thét it-is everybody‘s baby. It 13 not juat;gour(baby. Aﬁdu
people walk up and offer all kinds of ungsoliciied advice -- totally
off the wali - whethar.ybu!re looking for it or not. |
itgalso means that when you go to Lamaze, which 1is what~8i11 and I
chose to do, a-lot of the men in the state think he has lost his.
mind. Eapecially the older men, whe would stop h1m<§nd say "I;c;n’t

believe you even want to be in the hospital, let alone the delivery

A?w
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room. I always used to support YOu until I learned you,were.qcing to
do something as crazy as tha:." _ |
It also means that whén it is finailyvtima £o go to tha hoapitnl,’v
you ars surrounded by state policemen, all cf whom want to be .
helpful. But any woman who has ever gone to-zhe hospital with one
man, and I don't mean to ba‘sexist} -~ really don't, but there are
certain bioclogical imperatives that.ntili'rula‘tha univafée. And 1if
yéu've gone to the hospital with cne'dan, you know hoéldiffiCultkiﬁ,
is to keep him functioning. But if you've gone to the hcspital witﬁ'
yonr husband,and four state t:ooperé,Ayou caanot believe what it!aa;
like. Espeéially, when thoyfre_all running‘ércund having no idea what
theyfre.supposéd to do.‘weaks heio#a, in an e;fort io be organized'

for this moment, I had poetéd what we would take for our Lamazé 

‘experience, and one of =he thinga was a litt.se 1ce'pack.

Wwell, I get out to the car}'trying.désperate;y to get t> the ~  °

’hospital, and I see this cons=ientious troopex, dragging awhugé.

plastic garbége bagﬁ 1 said "Larry, what is that?"

He said "It's.the ice you nead."

| I said, "I do not need a garbage tag full of”ice."

But those ave the kinds of experiencms that my mother likes to call
growing experiences. I sometimes refe:r to them as'“groaning;-

experiences." But they enable at least me to have some opportunity to

- see how a lot of other people lLve,Abecauae 1: Bill had not been

alected governof anc if I had not been as'gctive as I'd tried to be

in our‘state, meeting a lot of people and working with them, I-would

' never have hed the cpportunity to be part otiaa many families as I~

have been; nor would I have had the opportunity to see hcw this

? .
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struggle between the traditional modal and this new one that is yet '
. being born is played out in the lives of very many different kinds of
people. :

It is cften 1mpogs;ble for me to imagine what it must he like to be
the single p#ient cf children who has to be at work at 4:00 in the
morning.'I can't even think about how you must need to organize YOur
life in order to do that And. yet, hundreda of thousands of women and
men do that every day. So, being ia the positicn that I've been- in,
has enabled me to at least grow in urdarstanding of what fnmilles are

| going throuqh and how difficult these times are. _ ‘

I don't think that we're sven neax writing the last chapter on it.
My expe*ience is maybe a little bit atypical aacausa 8o much of.. cur

married life and oux pa*enting has been played out in tha publicueya.'

iy

But, I think tha st*eases and the straine ara the same across tho
‘l'“ board. And one O0I my hopas is, through eftorts like these and other
kinds of outreach,-processea and cemmanlties around the country, we |
can begin lending a helping hand tc tamilies wno are going through
‘this transition.
| i I don't think 1t will do us much good merely to ha quiet, or- to liat
the statiatics that exemplify the troubge that we' ra in ,n thia
country. I do think it's time for us LQ take & deep breath and say
"We cannot turn back the clock ovaxniﬁht; but we can'begin.tryiné;to:'
make life a little casier through the day, for all those pébﬁlerhor‘
“are trying to do thé best they can to define their roles.
And, if we can move in that dizection, tnen z'th1nk we will haQe

made some prcgress, and I appreciata the chance to have ahared this

with you today.
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- QUESTION AND ANSWER FOR H. CLINTON:
IN THE ISSUE OF BLENDING A PUBLIC LIFE WITH A PUBLIC LIFE, A
POLITICAL LIFE, HOW MUCH OF THE MEDIA INTRUSION INTO THE PERSONAL AND
FAMILY LIVES OF PUBLIC FIGURES IS APFROPRIATE AND HOW MUCH IS
INAPPROPRIATE? .

HLLARY: I thinx that a,ﬁeftain amount of media inta;gst and intruéion
isApaft‘of the job ahd it aﬁswers-the iégitimhta needs'that people
~ have to,knéw'éomathing‘about.theif puﬁlic legdérs. It has decome:
&increaaingly difficult? thoﬁgh.‘tor those of us in public 1ife to .
‘understand whera the lines are, and who is drawing them..
It 1is diff‘cult to 1ive a- life that has some personal intagrity to
{ B § to deal with the problems and the challenges that come to any
. family or marriage or individua-, 11‘5 you ‘-hink avery sin;le dacialon |
~you might maka would ba on the front page of tae newspap@r
So, I don! t have an eaay anawex fcr that, Dan, but it has bean as
continuing problem Lor us. One quick story,rwhen Our»dauqhter was.
born, one ¢f my qoa .8 from the morrinq she was born, was to insura
that she wculd have as normal a- ‘1ife as wo could imagine under the
circumstances, so I’ didn't have a million photographers at tha _
hospital and we-haven't expoaed hex to_;he press. We have kept her, I
think, with afs§ﬁsa of pri%acv, so that éhe éouldvdaVeldp whd she . was
as opposed to being told very early, "Go do this and look good doing
1t, because the prees will ba there, 80, we've tried to walk that-

'line, and it is-vary.hard, and it is one of the main reasons why

—-
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pesople opt ocut of public life, today.
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"* . And, I wish thdt thé~pfes8,wonld realize that the more intrusive
. thdy get, tha@hallbwar the political lsadership they will get, in my

opinion.
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