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As I was listening to Letty (Cott1n Pegrebin) introduce me, it 
I . 

ran through my mind that rtl4ny of the thing'1I I have done in the .last 

20 or ISO years, in m~i life have been, connected. with trying to define 

what it means to be an adult, a woman, a wife, amother1n today's 

world. 

I think all of us come to the idea of family with some built-in 

presumptions becausil we all ware members ot. one, and so it's probably' 
, , 

a bit presumptuous and perhaps' 4 little bit foolish to stand in front 

of a group such as ~;h1s to talk about. t:'lese mat.ters, but we were 

invited to do SOi and it wass'wonderful rea.son to come'to 

Chautauqua, so here I am. 

I thought I would lipent a little ,time talking about how I' came to 

these issues about family and marr1ag;e and par-ent1nq, and then share 

with yeu some of, what it mean:! to try to have a ma~riage and a 'family , 

1n the' public ey... Then, my h~18band. will talk·... he Ill, 'calk about 

whatever he wantoto ••• but I'think he 'will talkatout (at least as 

of 8:00 this morning) 80me of,what we've tried to do in'l:>ur stateto, 

make ccnditions rllorc! fr!.endly toward ,t.he ~eBponsibilitiell af 

llarentinq and families. 

You know, I.was thinking, as' I ha,"e, 1!I~8adily, for the :?ast several 

day:", about these iaisues that we' va been' discu3sing here this" week. I· 

am so delighted tha1~ Chautauqua has chosen once again to .focus on the 

family. My husband 'fashere t~ee years ago in a similar seriasaf: 

lectures. 

It is very clear 'to me, and I thlrJt, to many of youhex:e,thatou:r: 

country car. only be as strong 48 our individuals are, and our 

/ 
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e' individuals can o~lY be as strong and· as' competent as the families 

from which they come ara. And, it is imperative that we begin to 

study ana understand those connections. 

I first began to'think about this, really, in the context of my 

church. r~was raiseci, and am, a Me'Ghodlst, and lean remember in my 

junior high years having the experience of being taught and 

minist~red .to by a youth m.inister whC? was '"ise beyond his years', He 

assumed although we were only 13 or 14 or 15, we could learn 

something 'about the world outside of UIS. 

And, he spoke often that the tami':ieswe ",·ere part of and the world. 

in whiCh we live WeL:J a veri, very tiny part cf "~he whole global. 

experience. He took -us to cars for the'· children of'migrant families 
. . \ 

who came up from Me:!Cico to pi:k the crops -- it's iopossible for ma.ny 
. . . .' : '. . '. '. 

'people to believli 1': now -- but when ,I qriiw up outs ide of Chi.cago, 

three blocks frotll wi?ere I 11vee, in a suburb which 18 ncrif' tot.ally a 

concrete field, '!:.he::a were all kinds of ot.her field.s, where crops' 
, 

were grown 'and ~eop.le made, a living by ·:ominq to pick tham" and' we, 

were out there all YCJungsters, working, wit~ very different. kinas of 

families from ou:::' 01m. 

And, he took us dotm to the :sntral cityofChicaqo, whare we 

learned. to meet and talk chil::1ren from very dif:::erent kinds of 

backgrounds, differl!nt cultures, with different sorts of expectations 

for their lives. 

I can remem]:)er thil'lking trom that, ti:ne forward that one of the· great 

mysteries that I 'wad concerned about ,is how did.we raise child.ren 

with different backgrounds and cultures and economic sta~dardsto 

have to kind of. c:oMl,etence and. character that we needed to have 'to 

.."\ 
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keep our country going and ~e make lee!e~y really availlbl~ in 411 vI 

its quality to all many otour people all possible. 

When I went to collage, in the middle and late Sixties, it was clear 

there were lots of. forces at work in our SOCiety, many ot which were 

tearing and pulling at its very foundations. That. prompted me to 

think even more about what are our p~ob1em8 and how do we begin to 

address them. 

Then, ,in law school, my first month there, I read an article about 

Marian Wriqht Edelmsn, who m"ny o~ 'YQu. heArci speak yesterdAY, ana 

gIn: lm:lpirlild mill, lind whAn :'1hA r:AmA ToO 't8.L$, 1. want- ana met. With her 

and said I' wanted tl;) try and work with her, and r.d.:!'d, from that 

summer ,through the many years that have led to my being on her board 

and' cha'irinq it now. 

So .these themesabl)ut hew do we provide' for families and' how do we 

give them the resou;:ces they. :leed to ·:10 their job, 'has bl;"en a biding 

concern of mine for many, many years. Baing concerned ab.)ut . 

something, t!lough, does,nlt necessarily mean tha.t one undl!rstandsit. 

I 'have to confess 1:.hat at the· same time t.hat I . was concerned about 

how we raise chi:'drcan and equip them I~nd. prepare. them and nurture 

them, I was a180. g~:.ng ,throuqh what. many women myaqe ha'le gone· 

through, ar..d that ill, how do lole def!nl;J fo= our3elves aS1"omenwha-:. we 
want out of ourlivlJ8. 

My mother did an absolutely superb job, in my opinion, Ilgain 

presumptuous, of' ra'::'sinq me. But she iUd. 1t as a full tlsne mother. 

She did it havinq lunch on the table avery day when I carne home from' 

school,. and she d1d it- every afternoon when I came home ~rom school. 
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• 

Yet, I', along with BO many member. of my generation, for reasons 

that are c~mplex and difficult, often, tc articulate, ar.d often 

encouraged by those very mothe=s who were there for us ~, hours per 

day I cho8e a./ eU f ferent way. 

My mother never went to college. dhe. absolutely believed with all 

her heart that I 'would, and I did. She was never aprof688ional, but 

she believed with all h$r heart that I"could do. whatever I set my 

mind to, if I was willing to make the commitment. Iehose to become a 

lawyer, and to. fulfill her cOnfidence and faith in me. 

But, it became Incr9asingly difficult forme, along with many. of my 

friends and compatriots, t:) underst.and how this new role that we,"had 

c;hoacnto aalums wg~ld fit. with thA 1rinn :"If ml\r1t ... l "nriI""rantin'1 
. . . 

. rssponslbl:'1ties th,!t were also an absolutely, essential part, we 
,-..... 

/ . 
hU!:,tllu., u.r uur. uwn 8.Kperlence1 bu'C. cena1nly ot .:.ne numan exper1ence. 

That kind of. tensi·:m anc I5truqqle between the ~Qde:inition of adult• 
roles and the nelads that. cnl1clr.en have to have met, is. one of' the 

defining struqgltiS I~f the' past 20 years. I': -1s acted out in our" 

homes, inourcommu~itiea,· and it haa societal repercussions that 

we' re only beginninll now to unc.erstand. 

I know for a'long -:imetha idea ofma.rrio!qe, for'me, was not as 

clear as it- :ertB,1n.Ly was !or ,,-"omen of .an ea.rlier generation. 

Secause, I,.didn't know how it would flt1:l."wit.h this new personality 

or person that I wall developing. 

Unfortunately I went to Yale· Law Sch·:)ol, where 'Bill Cli::\ton also 

chose to go. If,.that. hadn't happened, I don't khow whatt'd beaaying 

to you thie morn.:!.nq.. But the first woras I heard out of ~'lis mouth· 

occurred as I was wlllkinq through the Yale Law School Lounge, one day 

.' 

t.( 
I 

http:morn.:!.nq
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• with a friend of mine, to get a Coke after class. I heard this voice 

say, nAnd not only that, we grow the biggest watermelons in the 

worlel." 

lSaid, "'Ah.ois .that?" and ahe replIed., "That's Bl1l Clinton. He .. 

comes :from Arkansas and that' s all he ever'talks about',1t 

1 should ~ave'known then what it's taken me yearlS to find out, that 

was ab80lu-:.e1y true. But: ,1 got to :mcw him over. the time of our'beinq 

in class. He will tell you that ,we got to know each other because ,we 

were both in a class where we were the two worst attenders. r: think, 

that' 8 'a "c=uel criticism ot my attendance a.t that 
., 

class. But,1t',· s:~: 

probably qot some. tt"'.1~h in it. 

But we did qet 'to know each· other I and we foUnd that we had many~ 

things' in common. WIg were both very concertled about· our' c'ountry: anel 

its direct.!.on and faSCinated b~· po:itics', and committed to public 

,service. We also reillized ~hata marriagE.! betwE!en two people like::,us 

was ne",,-er, ever 901:'19 to be .easy, if ' it· could even happen at a'll. 
.' , 

When we graduatedf::om law school, he wa:\t right back t:> Arkansas, I 

wanted nothing to do with that. rhad nGve:::' beentc Arkansas, ancL· 

like many ;»eople whfl grew up· in Chicago', wasn It. even. sura where. it 

was. I did know tha~ they gre"~ the biggest wa~armelons in the world,' 

but that. was abollt':.he limit ·:>f, my knowledge. 

So we thought, ,~el:L I this was one ot t:",ose relationship;s that',can't 

really stand. the tQ(lt of time, because, we are so differe:1.t, we have. 

career paths that probably' cannot be reconCiled, and so .Lt's been a 

very 1mportant experience, but. it's probably finished. 

That' 8 not ~he tlay it workect out. I' went to work, as Le-:.ty said, 

for. the Children I s Defense Fund, first, and then, in January Qf-~~1974, 

http:abollt':.he
http:direct.!.on
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~ent to work tor the impeachment .taft, that investigated President 

·e Nixon, during Wfltet·gate.Theoe are two very intense jobs. 


During that time, Bill taught at tho law school in Fayetteville, 
.. 

and then decided to.,run for congress, because he couldn't find anyone 

else who would run and raise some of the iasues that he wanted 

raised. So, a.gain, it didn'.t 8eem very likely that we would ever find 

our way toqether. 

But, one of the real challenges, itlleems t'o me, tor wcmen growing 

up such'as I~.have, women as a frie:ld ot mina describes us as non the 

cusp," cAught between.blo changing paradig::ns about what it· meansto' 

he a-woman, a·.wife Ilnd a mother. Olle of·the thing-s', it seemed clear.' 

. to me ,was a. challenge for. those on the cusp -..,as to deal not just 

with our ego, in wh1c~ resided our Amb1tio=s, our educat1on,.our· 

motivations, our hopes for ourselves as an actor in the world, but -e also Ol.:.r emot1onll • 


. It was clear to me, as much as I would have l1ked to haye denied.1t, 


that there was something very special about Bill and there was 


something very irllportant between UE' r~hen President Nixon resigned, 


in 1974, I: had to maKe B.'decision. What was r.:to do? 


I could have gone to worle fo~ a big law firm in a:p1acelike Chicaqo 

or Nnw Vnrk, I r.:'ould h&\ra go().c; back tD \lor~ t:'l~ tha chl1dr~!a\ til, 

Defense Fund, stclyed on that career path that :or whatever. series -of. 

motivations, I'..hadbeen moving toward a11.01: my life. Io1so knew· 

that I.had to deal with a whole other side of life theemotlonal 

Side, where we 11ve and where we grow and when all is said and done, 

where the most 1mpo%tant parts of life take place. 

~ .. 

http:denied.1t
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So, I called the dean of the law school, and I said, "When I met 

~. you, you said if I ever wanted to teach·in Arkansas, you'd give me a 

job. Is that still open?" 

He said "Yes," so I moved to Arkansa.s in 1974. My family and friends 

thought I had lost my mind. I was a little bit concerned about that 

aft WAll. lnd I movea eO, Fayettevillo, ArkanoQs, A town smaller than 

anywhere I had ever lived before, and to tcacn in d. law school.· 

subject I'didn't'even know yet, because they hadn't ass1gned it to 

me. They did that a:bou,t two days before class. 

So, it was an aQve~ture, to put the most cptimistic look on it. But 

it, was something I :,ad to do. Secause even then, I' knew that the 

struggle that in~eg~ate8 our- l1ves is an on-gOing struggle. Andt~ 

turn Away fr::nn tl18 j:hallenqea that are pose~ in our lives ,is to turn 

away from who wearll. 'And a ',lot of the d.Issonance and th,a 

difficulties that cc)nflict us toclaj',ilra at bottom, I think, rooted 

i:1 this cocflict ahe)ut' who we are to roe in a very~ differl;nt world 

than any of us were prepared to live in. 

Eventually we got JIUlrrled, and I,thought at that point -:hat I:had 1t, 

figured ~ut,. I" thought "Well, here we are. We t'·/e gotten Inarried. tI ' 1­

knew Bill \y8,S intert!stedln, politics, 80 he would go off in the, 

morning and dO p()lit~ics. I thought If 11 married another p~:-ofessional. 

You marry a doctor ()r, a lawyer, you go off in the morning, you do 
.. 

your job, and you come home. 

I'd go off in the morning, I~d be a lawyer, and we'd cone home 'in' 

the evening and talk about IfHow was your day?" 

tWhat IdIdn t realize was that when your in'a political life, there 
, , 

are a whole d!fferer.t set of obligations that are imposed upon you 
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from the outside. ~d that was one ot the greatest cont~nuing 

.~ education courses I've ever been a .part'of. 

Because even if ir.tellectually I' thought I ,knew what Wi'S going to 

happen, being mar~iBd to 8omeonein polittcs, pragmatically I didn't 

have a clue. And. anyone who lIved through my cem1ngto terms with 

what i-:"meant to be a political spouse in Arkansas can attest to that. 

I, sta~ed off! believing' that one, of .the best things I could do' for..',. 
. . 

my career and his waskeeplnq our'lives as separate as ~ossible, so 

tqere would never be any question I,f conflict ef interest, since· r" 

really did .wan~ to practice law. 

so, I kept my ma.iden name, and you would ha'le thought that I had. 
, , 

decided. to do some terrible deed equivalent to ldlling the first 

born. I didn't have ar.y sense of'how signific4nt a deCision that 

wO.uld be seen, a8 beln~J:)y the people of Ar;<ansas. So, I kept my name 
" 

and'decided twould justk~ep 'practicing law, meeting at the dinner 

table, going Bomewh'~r8' ,and then Billw4S elected qovern;:)r. We had 

our first and 'only c::hlld. (maY!:le, our first child) while he was in" the· 

Governcr's office. And that was lilr.e=hapter two of the '9xperienca .. 1·' 

11ved· throug~; because to be ~reqne.nt while married. to t:~e governor. 

means· that it· is evorybody' s baby. It ienot just, your. b.lby. And,: 

people wal:.t 1J.p and ()ffer all :<inds' of unso!ic:'ted advice totally 

off the wall -- ~Ihet~her. you.1 re looking- for it or not. 

It. also means that '~hen you go to Laluaze, which 1s what Bill and I 

chose to do, a-lot of the men in the Iitate think he has lost his­

mind. Especially the oleer men; whoWQuld stop him and say "I. can't 

believe you even want to be in the hOlspital, let. alene the delivery
,,'''' . 

( 

e 

http:reqne.nt
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room. I always used t08uPpO~t you until I learned you were qoinq to 

• ' do something as cruzy as thao.:.." 

It also m.eans that when it is finallytima to go'to thQ hospital, 

you are surrounded by state policemen, all c f whom want to be . 

helpful. But any woman who has ever gone to~he hospital with one 

m.an, and I' don't' mE'an to be sexist; : really don't, but there are 

certain biologIcal imperatIves that, still rJle the universe. And if 

you've gone to the hospItal with onema.n, you know how c.ifficult.:lt, 

is to keep him functioning. But· if you've gone to the hespital with' 

your husband. and four' state troopers, you ca:mot believe what it'. ' 

like. Especially, whan they're all running a::ound having no idea. what 

they're supposed to do. Weaks before, in an effort to be organized 

for this moment, Illad posted what .we would take for our Lamaze 

experience, and one of -:he things \-,as a lltt:'9 ice pack. 

Well, I get out to the car,·tryingdasperately to'get t:) the 

hosp! tal, and I Ilee this cons':lentiouB trooper, dragging a huge, 

plastic garbage bag- I' said lI!..arry, wnat is t.ha.t?" 

He saId "Itt s·, the ice you need. It 

I said, ItI,do not need a garbage, tag full of' ice. It 

But those a::e the J:inds of e:cperienc9s that :ny mother likes' to call 

qrO\oiinq experience.; I 6ometir:.es refe:: to them as ";roan.:!.nq 

experiencas. II But they enable at least me to !lave some 0llportunity to 

see how a lot of otber people live, because If Bill had not. bean 

elected governor and if I had not been a8 active as I'd.tried to be 
\ 

in our state I meetir..q a lot of people and' working with them, I:::,would 

never have had the opportunity to be part ot· 88 many families as' I"" 
-" 

.... have been, nor would I have had the opportunity to see hew this 

http:roan.:!.nq
http:6ometir:.es
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struggle between the tradItional modlll and this new one that, i8 yet 

.' being born is plaYE~d. out in the live:. of, very many different kinds of' 

people. 

It is often impossible for me to iUlc"lgine what it must be like to be 

the single pareriot elf children '"ho has. to be ,a.t work at <:: 00 in the 

morning • I .. can't, even think about 'ho", you must need to orqanize your 

life in order to do that .. And yet, hundreds of thousandaof ~omen and 

men do that every day .. So, being i.1 the posit1on that, I tve been' in, 

has enabled rna to at least grow in u~darstandinq of what f~i11e8 are 

going through an~how difficult these times are. 

I'don't think that wetreeven nea=wrltlngth& last chapt~r on it. 

My experience 1s maybe a little bit Atypical :Oecause so much of, our, 
• 	 . . ! 

married life and our pa:oenting has been played,out in tha public~ey'. 

B\lt, I think the st:cesses and the strains are the same a:ross the . 

e, 	board. And one 0:: Dl"/ hopes 1s, through efforts like thes'9 and other 


k'inds of o1.:treach"procesSes and cemm'.1n.ltiesaround the I:ountry, we 

can begin lending a helping hand te f,lmiliea who are goi~9 through 


,this 	transition. 

\ I don't think it 'will do us much good. merely to be quiet, or"to'list' 

the statistics t'hat, Qxemplify the troilble that 1fIe· r~' in in this;,'" , 

country. I do think it t!! time for us t.o take a., c.eep breal~h and say. 

"We cannot turn back the clock ~verni~Jht~ but we can begin trylnq'"to" 
., , 

make life a little e!as.ler through the~aYI for all those people, who 
.. 

'are 	trying to do the best they can tod.fine their roles. 
, 

And, if we can move in that di:ection, then! think we will have 

made some progress, and I app;eciata the chance to have shared'this 

( with 	you today.e 
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. . 

QUESTION AND ANSWER FOR H.CLI~ONI 

IN THE ISSUE OF BLENDING A PUBLIC LIFE WITH A PUBLIC LIFE, A 

POLITICAL LIFE, HOW .MUCH OF THE MEDIA INTRUSION uno THE PERSONAL AND 

FAMILY .LIVES OF PUBLIC FIGURES IS APPROPRIATE AND HOW Ml~CH IS 

INAPPROPRIATE? 

HLLARY: I":hin~ that a certain amou.nt of media interest ana intrusion 

is part of the job and ~t answers~he legltimata needs that people 

have to .knowsomathing. about their public leaders. It has :Oecome.· 
~ ... 

increasingly d1fficult~ though, for those of us in public l1fe to . 

. understand where thea lines are,1 and who is drawing .them. 
. .' . . , ." 

, , .. . ," 

It is diff!cult to live a life that h~s some· personal inteqrityto 

it, tq. deal with th,a pro:blems and .the chailenqes that co:na to any 
. . . 

family or marriage or ind,lvid:.:aal, if you ~hinlc everysin'iJle deciSion 
. . . . . . 

you mlqht make would be.' on' the' frontpag80ft!'le newspap1ar.· 

So, .1 don't have an easyanswe: for 'that/'Dan, but Ithlla been 4:" 
. . . 

continu inq problem for' us. One quick is tory,when ',our" dauqhter was~ 

born, one of my 90a:'8 from the motting-'she was born, was to insure 

that she would have as normal a'life .18 ,we could 1magineunder the 
\ . 

circumstances, so I'didn't ha'19 a~lI',il.L1on photogrllphersllt the 

hospital and we-·havEJn '.t exposedh9l: to the press. We have kept .her., I" 

think, with a: sense of p~1V4CY, so that ahe cOQlddevelop who she was 

aaopposed to being told very early, "Go dO this and look 90od~oinq 

it, because the press will be there. So, we'va tried to ~Ialk that'· 

line, and it Is've~- hard, and 1ti90ne oitha main reasons why 

people opt out of public life, today. 

); .. 
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~ . "' '.. 

, 

. . 
, . And, I wish that the press would realize that the more intrusive . . 

they qet, the shallower the political leadership they wIll qat, 1n my 

op1nion. 

• 
'." . 

:. ., . 


