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CAROLYN ELLIS INTRO

Thank you Mr. 'Chairman for those generous words. As most of

you know I've been involved in varlous political act1v1t1es in this

State for a long time. I may look old but frankly I don't remember
Al Smith. But of all the thlngs I've been 1nvolved in polltlcally‘

in Mississippi none has glven me greater satlsfactlon than to be

‘associated with Chairman Cole (?) with this great Congreséman Mike

on behalf of the campalgn for the pre51dency of the

United States of my frlend Blll Cllnton. The phone rang in my
offlce the other day and my great secretary, Lois :" ~, Lois
stand up,,theee folks hayenit-eeenlyou; Lcis . Lois said
a reporter from New York Clty wants .to talk to you. You want to
talk to him? I sald not especlally, but I Wlll and’ thls guy got on

the line He sald I read where R H1531351pp1

for Bill Cllnton 74% of the vote, the largest vote percentage wise

that he's gotten 1n this country Sald why'd you do that as if I -~

had somethlng to defend. And I sald we dld it because we know him

and I said when the folks up there 1n New York know Bill clinton as

well as we folks down here in- thls part of the country know him,

you re going to vote for him too.' And he showed em. He showed em.

- Carrying New York in that very dlfficult campaign. We do know Bill

Clinton here. He's been a neighbor. 'We know the Clinton family.

The Clinton family after tonight will have spoken at three of the

Jefferson Jackson Day dinners in Mississippi in the last twelve



"’J

years. When I was elected governor" in 1979, one‘of the governcrs

that had caught my attentlon, whom I had never met was the young

" governor, of Arkansas. I called him up‘ ~and I said, Governor

Clintcn, I -want tc~getracquainted'with you.' I'd like to try to
mcdei‘what weido intMississipci after some of the things you've
started in. .Arkansas. Wonld _you come'~over='and speak at our
Jefferson Jackson Day dlnner. That was thexfirstfone that we had
had and a renewal of Jefferson Jackson Day dlnners in M1551551pp1

and many of you were the*e that nlght and you w1ll recall the

_ 1mpressmon, the great 1mpress10n that that young ‘governor of

Arkansas made on all of ‘us and I thlnk a lot of us went out of that

room down at the Hollday Inn downtown that nlght saying, this man

has the potentlal to be Presldent of . the Unlted States. " But he
‘came back 1ast ‘year after h;s dlstlngulshed years of serv;ce in

- Arkansas where he has llfted that poor state up agalnst all sorts

of resistance and has now made that state hls record in that state
stands out as among the.flnest in the country. I've served with

some<superb governors in the;early 80's. I'll put that class of

- governors we had across the South up ‘against any polltrcal

leadership that we've had 1n thls country any time in thls century.

And Blll Cllnton stood cut amcng that” star studded ‘group of my
colleagues wno have<governed the southern states and I think all of

us saw in him the qualitiesdof ieadership that this country'needed,
then and needs even -more desperately now and I'm telllnq you
tonight- all of us in this room and the folks whom we represent and
we do represent a lot of people who can't be here tonight, we have
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a responsmblllty to carry the message 1nto every precxnct in thls

State that the tlme has come for us to establlsh the kind of

Aleadershlp at the hlghest 1evels of our government that Wlll see us

through the perllous years ahead. Nobody ls better quallfled to do

- that than our colleague, the dietlngulehedxgovernor of Arkansas.

But you didn't come here,to listen to me; You came here to hear

" this wonaerful'lady,Jthis wonderful speaker that we have. -And my

task is to present to you the person who w;ll lntroduce her,

Carolyn Ellls from 'Vlcksburg, M1551551pp1, on the Mississippi

' River. N Carolyn S of  Vicksburg, she

, has degrees from . - and Columbia and

the Yale Law School. She ‘has come from a very distinguished and

fine famlly“ She has four brothers, three of then are'lawyers and

one ls an englneer, that s about the rlght ratlo I thlnk Some of

themoare here tonlghtb After she graduated from Yale,gwhere she

was in attendance and was a good'friend of both Bill and Hillary

Clinton, where they studied together‘ahd.worked together and played

together "and knew each other and developed a friendship that has
extended down through the years. She went to New York City, New
York City, where she practiced>law for five,years.’ And then one
day, Bill and Hlllary came up. ‘Bili by that time had become the
Attorney General of Arkansas and Bill and Hillary Sald in effect
Carolyn, you've been in New York City long enough. It‘s time to

come on back down South. And that's where she came. She came to

teach in the Law School at Ole Miss in 1977 and when she got there,

'she met and married her diStinguished husband, the professor of
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. delegate to the National Convention, myrgeod friend‘

mathematics, Blll » 3 ", later made significant

V contrlbutlons in may ways not the least of which is to prov1de us

| Wlth three.young Democrats o ,COunty. Ladies and

gentlemen, let me pr‘esent “to you now' this delight'ful lady, a

close friend of our speaker tonlght I'm delighted to present to

you Carolyn Ellis ' . Carolyn.

CARO#XN ELLIS

“Fellow DeméCrats, this is a gteat moment for me. For 23 years
I've been talking about Hillary Clinton. My brother,‘David is
here today and he s heard every word of it for 23 years and for
several months I've been talking to you about Hlllary Almost a
year now I've been talklng‘about,B;ll. I'm so eager for you to

meet Hillary and to know Hillary as I know Hillary.

. Hillary as you see television and media coverage and the New York

tabloids and all of that but to see her aS'the person that I have
known and cared about o] greatly for almost a quarter of a century,

I can't believe _ ) . She doesn't look it. Believe an

article about Hlllary described her in the blend of Mother Teresa,

’0liver Wendel Holmes and Betty Crocker. Now, I chuckled just like

‘,you re chuckllng, but I dldn't chuckle because it was .

I chuckled because I knew lt was mostly true. We all have heard
all of those great things about Hlllary in the'prese and great

, she's one of .the top 100 lawyers in the nation,

she's probably one of the top ten in the natlon actually, her
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‘brilliant days at Yale Law School, her work doing this and that and

the othér, .And that's the public Hillary. It's the other Hillary,

'it's the strain:thatAgives risézto the Mothef Teresa label, it's

the Betty\Crocker’label.that I want to tell you about and not a .

whole lot  of people know about. When I first met Hillary, I was

sitting down in the ddﬁpé in this beautiful library at Yale Law

School. Hillary met a lot of people in the library at Yale Law

' School, not the least of which was Bill Clinton. But, anyhow, I'm

herevfrom.Mississippi, I'm kinda dejected like what am I doing in
New Haven andv§oﬁ‘knbw this is kind of.depfessing and what is this‘
big fat book I have in front of me. And part of her compassion I

think.isfshe looked at me and she said is that a wake or is that

wake?  And she came .over and stuck out herkhand and said hi, I'nm

Hillary Rodham. And.in'ﬁhé next hour she had transformed a very

lonely,'homesick;‘waiflike, depressed and very confused young woman

. into a friend for life. And that's the way Hillary is. Hillary,

I guess - - , but she meets people, she befriends

people because she cares,abéut peéple‘and it was her compassion and

her care and her concern for people that most moved me during the

.years'that we‘spent tbgether at Yale. I don't know if many of'you

know this, I told it to a réﬁorter from - . recently

and he didn't seem to know it.  Hillary and I started law school

together but it took her four years to graduate. Now, it wasn't

bécause,she was slow, but it was because Hillary had a |

interest in‘children's development and children's rights and Yale
Un;versity was blessed with a medical school that had as part of
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its program a child study center that Hillafy wanted to work with

and to stay at for an additional year. 'And it was during that time

at Yale that we hadn't really concentrated - conversations
with children and their development and their emotional needs.

great sensitivity, a woman. who wasn't

going to got out and simply‘make a lot of money which

' Democrats here that make 8 lot of money,

but anyhow, I knew that there was a higher calling that she felt

drawn to because of the compassion‘and ‘ A . .; . But,
of course, she went on to do those things. 7 : ' who
new her and loved her at that time that | ©__ the

premier children's rights group in the nation. It's no surprise to

us that she's on the board of directors of the Children's Coalition

Network. I hope she ’ . It's no surprise to us

that she's on the Children‘srﬁospital‘é Board. No surprise to us
that‘éhe chaired the Task Force invArkansas that feshaped education
in that State and that she s on so many boards so much involved
with the educatlon of young people. That's only' a part of
Hlllary‘s c1rcle of care. She has a beautlful.way of looking at

people and . finding out the best and the greatest : .

Now, when you're a law student and you look your fellow for those

- 0of you who've been there and you look at your fellow law students,

sometimes there's not a whole lot great.you see in them. You'll

see some characters you wish you hadn’t come across, you see some

nerds, you ~  and that klnd of thing, but for Hillary,
these v people o o ~__about these
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her I really think that I began to look into people [

people and Ifd«say, Hil;aﬁy, are you for real and she'd say but

‘Carolyn don't yoﬁ see - in that‘person. Inspired by

a little blt keener and a little blt softer ‘ ' to

. see not only 7 this woman at

all. So let me tell you about Bill. When he came to law school we
were in our second year and he was a year behind us because he had

taken off and gone to ' ‘ 0xford is what he Sald and

we spied him ‘and he was a nice looklng fellow 5
hair was a lot curlier at that time and a lot darker and we tried

a way for Hillary to meet him and she did. But she found out he

- was from Arkansas. Well, that was one side of the balance, the

other 51de of the balance is that to her to meet all our other
classmates he stuck out. I don't want to say he stuck out like a
sore thumb, he didn't stick out that way, but he_stuck out because

here we were in a rather _ . aggressive place and he

. stuck out as one of the most decent, the most,gehtle, the'most‘

kind, the most concerned people who I ever met and who ever graced

“the halls of the Yale Law School. ‘That was an unusual’

characteristic to find énd it was a very attractive characteristic
and it is a very’attractive7Eharaétéristiq of this wondefful(man
tﬁe best and tke brightest wé.ha?e. Qﬁillary‘was a little bit more
sbggy' than ’the' rest of us when she saw this and their love
devéloped'gnd it was rgally kind of'precious tonwatch; But élong
the wa& Hillapy woﬁid say to me you_know.he's really cuﬁe, he's

really nice, he's really special, but he's from Arkansas. Now, my
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own mother is from BlYtheville, so I said Hillary I know a little

' bit about Arkansas, it ain't Mars, I mean, you can work this out.

Don't leave this guy; he's_cobl. And; fortunately, love founds its
way and Hillary gave up great opportunities to de some really-
incredible professional opportunities to . follow her heart to
Arkansas; where I think net onif that she's found a place in Bill's
heart and Chelsea's heart, but in the hearts of everyone in her
State. A reporter for the New York Times when talking to me a few'
weeks ago said to me, he said you know, he does this great story on

Bill in the ' ‘ iMagazine and was very awed by both Bill

and Hillary, he said but one thing that realiy awed me most is the

way they have cultivated a netﬁork‘dwm:the‘last 20 years. Now I'm

not used to talking'to the media, butvapparehtly that's the way
media think. They don't think in terms of frlends.vtAnd I'll say
excuse me, I Sald thls is not a cultlvatlonal network the people

who are with Bill and Hillary who've known them since grade school

since hlgh school, since college, university, law school, we ain‘t

a network, honey. We haven't been cuitivated like flowers. . They
love us, they loved us when'we were nobody, we loved them when they
were nobody and they have kept that love and‘they have kept faith

w1th us and we have walked through the milestones of life together.

. They are here for us and we are here for them. probably
: doesn't Xnow thls story, ‘but I'm actually the catalyst for your re-

meeting him in the elghtles.v I said to Bill one day, you know

is an -and he said . He

sald ;ou know I loved that guy. He was so decent and so kind ana

-8~ - ~ 'RLLO19CA.WPS .
S . 041652



so nice to me when I was going to Oxford I want to really see him.

‘Blll Clinton never forgot a frlend. Blll Cllnton never forgot

anybody he - loved and Hlllary is the same way and thelr hearts. are
big. There's another side of Hlllary that I want to tell you

about It's thlS 1ncred1ble cheerfulness and optlmlsm. One nlght"

. We were 51tt1ng ln a llttle dalry bar type place ln New Haven that

she llked to go and we were drxnklng these wonderful mllk shakesll
that they made, playlng thls game llke if you could live in any
century and any tlme and any country where would you live. It's a

lot like you know o and romantlc England and she

sald, och no, sheﬂsald; you koow‘if,l,coald liye anfwhefe, anytime,
I'd want to be in.America and I'd want a paft of theAtwentietﬁ
century. It wasn'tvfake, she meant it.ﬁ‘The year was 1970. lt was
a tfoubled time. ASﬁe saw the g:eatness;”she:aae the-potential, she
saw'theﬁgooohessiinvthisloounﬁrx and that!a what's,in“heIVSOQl.
Theferis aooﬁherlsideito her, it'a theﬂBepﬁy.Crocker side. A lady
said to me tﬁe other day and it really;made,me«made. That's a nice.
way of puttlng out it made me, she said you:know;'I want to send
Hillary some cookies . and I looked at her hard and fast in the eye
and I said don't. I sald I want to tell you somethlng about

3

Hillary Rodham Cllnton that not many people know about because she

doesn't brag about it but she s one heck of a cook. Now,

obviouély, she doesn't get a chance to do that much anymore. ‘But -
1n those days when we had our flrst apartment thls glrl could whip
up some of the beetvfood you ever tastedaand when I visit Little
Rock and the Governof{s‘nanSioo, I thought I was kinda‘going to a
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resort'but'i . - o governor's mansions and then I got

‘thefe and you know there was Hillary whippingiup'supper for us and

Chelsea who was a baby and then she got me in

to mending baby clothes with her and I thought is this what it is

to be the first lady, but I saw Hillary as a wife and I saw a

devoted mother and I saw her as a perscon and to me that's what she

is, a ﬁeréon of multiple facets. The birth of my first baby, she

sent me a plllow for the baby that sa1d~ a baby is God's oplnlon

that the’ . go on and she truly believes that. She 1s'

a woman of multiple roles, she's a wife, she's a mother, she's‘a

ciQié wétker, she's a lawyer. She could have taken any one of

' those tasks and performed 1t to its ultlmate. She took all of

them.;-That's'been hard but for women of our generation it is the

choice that«ﬁe*have that‘maybe our motheré‘did'nét have. We had.

the-educational‘opportunities'that most of our mothers didn't have.
We had the oppcrtunlty tc work. in the home, we had the opportunity

to work - out51de of the home, we had the opportunlty to do both.

Her‘multlple roles have been exhaustlng.- When I called her for

: support and said I'm dylng because I'm d01ng these multlple rcles,

she reassured me that there's no one correct decision.

~_.that any decision we make

is~thé_fight hne. And she haa méde one and she has set an‘example
for all ofhus, men and women. She has immenée enerqgy, shke has a
mixed talent and the most important thing of all she has an immense
hgart. 1 have‘beeh lucky to have been her ffiend all these years.:
It is_ﬁith great pride and with deep love and affeétion that I want
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. to welcome Hillary, my friend and the next firstflady'of the United

states to Jackson.'

" EILLARY

My goodness. Thank you Carolyn. 'That was a real gift and I
just feel grateful for your friendship. 'ifhopefmany'of you in this
room will get to know my friend, Carolyn} who will be among the

delegatlon that goes to’ New York and I'm so grateful for her belng

‘my friend over all these years. Thls is a terrific evenlng for me.

I feel so much at home and I feel so welcome and so supported being

here with friends that have supported not jost what‘my hﬁsband has
been d01ng in this campalgn, but what he and many in this room have
been doing in our. states for more than a decade.‘ ‘People llke the
?1nters and thek Manuses, Congressman Epsby, so man? oh ~this

platform-and‘so many of you in the audience. The peopleiﬁho are

- here' who - | ‘witness the kind of progressive politics

that we are so;proﬁd;of and that we have fought so hard to maintain-:

. over all of these years. And in many ways I ‘think our MC, Willy

Morrls, gave words to many of us in this room in order to express

the way ve have felt and the words that we have tried to do

‘ftogether over these years. And I think that 1s what is really at

stake in thls electlon. It is a feellng, it is a movement, it is

a 'sense of what we are capable of doing together that many of us

- have had a ‘ and have shared in because of our common

commitments and usual concerns. We have used politics as a way of

expressing that which is often hard to express as a way of bringiné
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people together and‘o;ossing al;~o£pthose ber;iers and obstacles
that‘for too long diviaedkus.‘ we'haue tried to harness our energy.
to make the kinasiof'ChangeS'thet would really give oppo:tunities
to people who'havefbeen left Sehind,in phe past. And we've seen
the results of that kind Of‘commitment. !;t has uot,beenpeasy and
there have been setbacks along the way. I khow ‘that many of you
grleved the results as your chairman sald of what happened in
November. because for. MlSSlSSlppl hav1ng someone in the governor's

mansxon who*followed the llkes of ‘ Co and Wllll&m:

Wlnter and hls spouses what he belleves has to be painful. But
that is a temporary setback. If we can contlnue to marshall our
energies together and to overrlde the klnd of regre851ve and unfalr

polltlcs tha+ not only embody the current governor of ‘this State

that for too long o C the national level;
. There are two>thlngs that I want to talk about.this evening. Tpe
.one is my husband and the other 1s thls campalgn. The first; ny
fhusband. Carol hadvmade some’ alluSLOn to earller and both Mike and
(.Wllllam have also spoken about. It is very dlfflcult for those of
us who “know hlm and have worked w1th him, - who love him and care
about him to see the carlcature that often gets painted as we move

through this electoral season. : - I'm often asked

about and what"IVwas'asked‘eboutcearlier at the piess conference.
But I have to teil:you‘phat'es hard es'thiS'campaignvhas beeu;'as,
many blows as I think have been unfairly directed at my husband, I
have never‘for_a miuute either doubted'the decision that he made to
run ncr ever Qanted to’be anywhere else‘but whefe I was at thet
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time.‘ Because I not only share the faith that has already been
expressed about what will happen as people get to know my husband

as they learn more about him, as they see him in- the rlchness and

~ the fullness of his personality, as they Mrecognlze the core

conditions by which he is‘motivated and as theynundersﬁand the kind
of commitments ané toughness that he carries with him, as they
:ealize that he is someone for thm life has not been easy but
rather than being embiﬁtered it has'consistently‘challengéd him to
turn whatever>obstacle he encountered into an opportunity. And

that at bottom what this countryineeds right now .is that kind of

' man and that kind of leader. We have some veryvhard'choices that

are going to confron;‘ us and when Bill Clinten, is elected
President, and‘I believe with all my. heart that will happen because
I think that not only is he the man for our tlme but that we are in

the grlp of history and that history is mov;ng forward and that»

" this country has an opportunity to respond; to remake 1tself and to

create'a nev vision of what we should be and that he will be there

as its leader as we lean toward the 21st century. I ‘not only

believe that, but I see it happening before my very eyes. Because

what this campaign is about is bigger than Bill Clinton, it's
bigger than his candidacy,:it's‘bigger than him as a man. He is

certainly the catalyst and the leader of it, but it is a_campaign

that challenges each‘df'us;‘ It asks each one of us to think how we
~will change, what new res?onsibilities we will take on. And it's

been interesting in the months since Bill made the decision to run

to see how different people ana;different regions of the country
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- husband and. Congressman ) 'did on the

have responded to his . bas:Lc message, a message' about how our

government needs to prov1de more opportunltles, but how we as
Amerlcans need to take on more respons1b111ty for ourselves, our
neighbors, our famllles, our communmtles. ‘It's been especially

gratifying to be here in this region of the country because that

. message is’falling on very fertile ground. Here, in MlSSlSSlppl

and 1n Arkansas and Loulslana and Texas and Missour?i and Tennessee

and ‘Oklahoma and Georgia and Flo;lda, where Bill's margins;

~although not as great as-thatﬁone'givenfto him here have been in

the sixties, the hlgh Slxtles the low seventles, because in this

part of the country we know what we have trled to do against great

'odds durlngﬁthe 1380's. We know the progress that we have tried to
‘make and we yearn for the klnd of leadershlp that a pres1dent who

‘cared about us ‘could have given to our efforts in MlSSlSSlppl and

Arkansas.i When we‘thlnk about the work that was done that my

Commission, one of the finest reports that has ever been created in
this country, a blueprint for turning the Mississippi River Delta
into an engine of change and growtn and opportunity that was

basically ignofed; we didn't £fit in to the politically correct

A}ideology and game plan of tne~Reegan and Bush Administrations. We

'were:not needed,'those of us who cared ebeut'what,went‘on in the

Delta. So we were ignéfed.v Think of what we couid have cone nadA

‘ we a presmdent who understood the potentlal of this region oflthe

country, whovunderstood that with some help we could have done the
rest. So we have tried on our own but ‘it is clear that the
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oproblems in HlSSlSSlppl and Arkansas, no matter how hard a governor
umlght work no matter how committed a member of Congress might be,

T are part of a natlonal 1ssue, a natlonal problem. We cannot solve

the problems in Mississippi or'-Arkansae on our own. We can.
continue to strive to make a difference, but what we need is

national leadership and we need to start some kind of a national

“vision about what thls country w1ll pe. . ' day Bill

-and I were talklng, now_and some months ago, in which I asked him

of all the‘thlngs that George Bush‘had done, what one thing did he
believe was the most injurious.to'this country. And'he»and I

agreed that there‘was a long list that we miéht be able té put down

onvpaper. But he surprlsed me ln the way that Bill Cllnton has
 been surprlslng me since I flrst met hlm, because ‘'he said you know
"of all the thlngs George Bush«has done that maybe more than all .
'else has underm;ned our capacmty as a natlon 1s the way he derlded-u

vision. Remember 1n>1988, when he. was asked what 1s your v151on

for America° He said, oh yes,‘the v151on thlng. He never could

answer the questlon because he doesn t have one. His politics at

the center are hollow. There is no VlSlOD. There is nothlng as we
say in Arkansas to’tie to. There is no blgger concept) no idea, it

is power for the sake of power, driven by a narrow set of views

without'any overriding vision. ‘And that'absence of a vision, as

Bill. has sald from one end of thlS country to  the other, is a
grlevous absence because w1thout a v1smon how does one plan for the
future. It's hard to get up in the mornlng and think about what
you're going to doethrough the.whole day without.some vision about
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where you'll be when the day is over. We've been without one. And

the absence of that v151on has made it 1mp0551ble to break the

grldlock to have any sense of purpose to create the cllmates of'
leadershlp and change that thls country desperately needs. What
Bill Clinton offers is a vision. 1It's a vision premised on hls

firm belief that we have problems in this country that must be

acknowledged that no longer can be denied. But that for all of our

problems there are solutions. There are new economic policiee that
would begin to make a difference almost immediately. ’The kind of
policies that’ George Bush has followed has been money based
economic polieies. f What bwev need are people abaseq economic

policies. What Blll has proposed is the kind of approach to the

.network of training opportunltles for all of our people. It is
‘J.nconcelvable to me that one of the first acts your sitting

'gevernor_apparently4pursued was to cut back and try to eliminate

the literacy office in the Stefe‘ofknississippi. Not only in a
state like mine that has so much work to do to up§rade the skills
of its. work ‘force, put in ethe face of ,whatu is clearly the
imperetive for any modern econoﬁy and that is to increase the
skills ef‘all of the peopleief the‘society. If we do not invest in.
our»people,:we will never iﬁcreese our productivity and we need

VI

(drcwhed‘out by applause). And'we_alSO need

to recognize that we need a whole different kind of investment

‘policy in this country. _What we firmly have is an obsession in ﬁhe

White House with cutting the capital gains tax. You know I was
listening to the‘paraphrase of the four freedoms from President
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Roosevelt that Frank Barber dellvered so elogquently. You would

thlnk that George Bush would - say that you know what we need is we

‘need to remove the’ fear of a hlgh capltal galns tax. But that's
A;hls whole motlvatlng force, he gets up every morning of his life
.and belleves that that will solve every problem that confronts this

.country There is no ev1dence to that 1t ls an 1rratlonal belief.

There is no way to just;fy cuttlng the capltal gains tax cut and
stop speculatlon when in the 1980's the stock market trlpled and
wages fell. Thereels;no reason,tq,glve that klnd of benefit to
peeple mho can go invest in the Japanese sﬁoek market, for goodness
sakes. fhe only reaeon we eught £¢ be giving Vahy 'kind of
investment"help to enybody in Americe is if they will invest in
America. again. We need to do what President Kennedy did to
stlmulate the economy in the early 1960's. You give investment tax

credit to Americans with the guts to stand their ground in America,

‘invest in new planned equipment, 1nvest in worker training and

begin to build this economy again. It is now a well known fact,

and it's one of those dirty little secrets that I've tried to keep

- hiding from those tabloid press __ to talk about it, I was

'raised'a‘Reeﬁblican; I was a Goldwater girl in 1964. I mean I had

a conversion when I went off to college, but you know I was raised
by Republicans. who feaily‘belieVed in conserving what we have in
this country. Even my‘father, bless his heart, canriot understand

the kind of Repuﬁ::licams we've been saddled with for the last

' decade. You know the kind who give tax benefits to people who move

jobs overseas. 'Npm,'what on earth does that have to do with being
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an‘Ameriqan“president, he ‘asked. I said, wéll, you know, Daddy, I

don't know. But if that kind of new ideology that has gripped even

the Republican party, where you get'all‘kinds bfvconfusion among

people who used to thinkvthey were Republicans, it is that kindiof
attitude whichkhas undermined the econ&my of this country and which
has led many, many Republican§ so far to support my husband bécause
they, like‘my father, recognized that what is being passed as
Repuﬁlicans today,ffrom'the.Bush'administration on down throughi
your current délegates, have nothing to do with putting American
interests first. I£ is an ideology that is driven by self-interest
whose full flowering we saw in the 1980's with the kind of

of‘greed aﬁd.self-iﬁterestéd politics that nearly desﬁroyed this
country,‘which is why we cannot let it ccntinue for one more year,
let»éloné four more~years."3ecause the other thing that is clear

is that these folks have no new ideas. They have no new ideas.

‘They have the same ideas that kept them in power during the 1980°'s

recycle. There is one of the ways Wwe're gonna beat them in

November because,pebple don't wanta be sucker punched agaiﬁ. In

. 1988, George~Bush,ﬁOn that,eleétion by saying read my lips and

running those'négative Willie Horton type ads, you know that. We

- did not have an election about any issﬁes.A We didn't have any idea

what George Bush believed about ourVecénomy; or education, or
anything else. It turned out George Bush didn't have an idea about

what he believed about any of those things‘either. So‘we have

spent three and a half years waiting for him to decide what it is

he belIéVes about,any of those. Well, guess what, we're gonna be
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able to tell theﬁAmericcn'péople what we believa..vAnd we're gonna

be able to lay out for them the kind of economic pollc1es that I
just brlefly outllnedvto you. And we're. gonna be able to tell them
that‘going hand in hand with old economic policies is an education
policy that a rééi education ﬁfesidcnt will'implément stérting«with
things like fully fundlng Head Start so every single youngster in

the country can get a chance to : - (drowned out by

applause) . '1- ' ,nationalA education role the

preSident was agreed to with the governors that my husband was the

principal director of cndﬁwhich George BuSh.put on the shelf to

come up with his own approach. You know, his idea is a private

vcucherc approach. ': The one special school in every single
congrescional districﬁ, 535 you know schools. Thecé are thousands
of schools4in'this‘cogntry needihg'to be revitalized. What do they
th%nk chey're :gcnna do with those cﬁecialty ‘schools besides

. Ehose goals are good goals and they

could be: 1mplemented by a pre51dent who cared about them, You know
cne of those goals is thathmerlcan children wlll be first in the
worlq‘in math and scieﬁce by ﬁhe‘yearrzooc. Now unless‘fou belicve
tﬁat American‘children*afe‘someh6W'genetically ihferior to children
in Europe énd,Asia, kﬂen-wﬁét we.hévc to decide is what are we

gonna do to get those children to meet that goal. That's the kind

of question we should be ‘asking ourselves. I can remember two

presidents.' Qne“President~Eisenhower,fwho after . , he

said wevheed‘cur~children to do better in math and science, put
some money into it, but more than that put some rhetoric behind it.
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- And I can remember President-xennedy,,wé were going to be the first

natlon to send a person to the moon and I can remember my teacher
saylng to me, you need to learn thls, your president wants you to
learn thls.‘ I don't have any 1dea what George Bush wants ny
daughfer’to.learn.7 I want a presldent_agaln who tells us what he

wants our childrenAﬁo'lea:n. and V ' think about these last

‘two points that Bill has made about education. First of all, we do

d‘terrible job taking care of children who don't go on to get a

foui year college‘degree. It is just a dlsgrace the way wve just

‘basically let them drop out of school or we turn them out of high

school and they just klnd of wander around trying to find a job
What Bill Clinton has proposed and what he will do, because we're
tryingvto‘do it right now in Arkansas, is a national apprenticeship
progfaﬁ to give every youngster who wants to work the dignity and

the respect that that ybungster deserves and the skills to make him

coﬁpetitive‘with workers anywhere in the world.
same policieé of the Reagan/Bush years which made it increasingly
difficult for middle income children to go to college. You know
that. It became harder and harder. Some families were able to
scrape~by, but fof_many it became a losing proposition. Whaﬁ Bill

propﬁses is toA scrap thet.existing student locan program and.

substitute for it what he calls the national service trust fund out

- of which any ycuhgster could borrow money to go to college and then.

pay it back in one‘of two ﬁays, either as a percentage of their

income right off their income tax returns at income time

folks but you know what that would mean, no more
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defauiting. Thé‘mohey would come riéﬁt back, you'é,have to pay it
back. Or mare-iﬁpofﬁantly,'with.two to three years.of~national
service'fback 'here at home. ,A Think of what we could do ina
Mississippi and Arkansas if’the young people who Qenﬁ'off to get
educated at the equlvalent of the GI domestlc bill 11ke Blll is
proposing would cone- home where they would serve as communlty
workers,'maybe as.communlty pollce offlcers as teachers aides, as

health . care workers,i‘ > | L (drowned out by applause)

klnd of new - 1dea and extendlng opportunlty to a -

new generatlon in return for respon51blllty that is the hallmark of
Jeverythlng Bill is talklng about in thls campaign when it comes to
a health~care.system'that;he;w1ll be among the first to make sure
we get fa'health‘cafe_system’that éovers'every American, that
COntfols<COSts; fhat référms the practices and prqviées access, or
whether it's a new housing policy or a new approach to crime and
drués, thére has beenaa loﬁ of~gbod work during the 1980's because
state and local governments had to. be creative because we kept
being,squeezedlfrqa fhe-fedérai~1evel; We kept gef;ing fewer and
fewer dollars to soive;biggér aﬁd biggef probleﬁs.A So. we know
thlngs that work that we can put together national solutlons for._

And we need a new forelgn pollcy and Bill has outllned that in two

major speeches' to take »ﬁhev values that are . the
Americah expefience, democracy and a free market economy.and once
again make them part of what we.believe in internationally. You
know it's a little bit hard to take when we see whatzgces on in our
country and how we séé tha American dream'slipping further and
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further away from so many Americens,and to realize that people all
over the world want what we have and believe what we believe. " We

need to revitalize both our domestic agenda’and our international

‘agenda, not only because it's the right thing to do for the world,

it is essential for us. You know the Soviet Union is no longer,
bnt,it'wasn't,defeated on any field of battle, They crumbled ffom
within;fpoiiticelly,‘economically( spiritually. It was no longer
ablevto'maintain.itself; vAnd that is the final thing that I want

to leave you with; Because when we look at the problems and when

"we look at the potential diseolution,'we have to realizevthat even

if we laid those out and ekplained'them to the nation, we have to
do somethlng nore 1n order for thls vision . that Bill has to be a

reality. And that's for us once’ agaln to be one nation. Because

: YOu.know what happened durlng the 1980'5. We were driven apart for
. political”pu:poSes; Wedges:were dfiven’between taces and ethic

groups, between ; and income levels and even when it

suited the folks ‘in Washlngton and the Whlte House between men and
women.. The net result has been that we have been weakened because
of that pos;t;on.j It was done for polltlcalrpurposes because so
long as we. were starlng at one another across these d1v1des, we
would not all turn our faces together and say why aren‘t all of our

incones decllnlng° Whylaren't all of us less safe in our homes and

f:on our Streets. ;If we ask ‘those questions, they lose; we Vin. But

they have continued to divide us by oreating them and us. You know

who them is. Them are the llberals. - Them are the minorities.

‘Them are the Democrats. We have to stand and w1th one v01ce say,
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thereris’np then‘in Anerica,_there is only us. And us has so much

more‘that unites usvthan divides us. You know, I was in New York
for more than a week and New York is an intense place and theregwas
a lot of roughagive andftaketin the politica; process andkmany of
you tonight have said boy, I bet yod're giad to be away from
there., Well JI'm glad to be home, I'm glad to be with so many of
you whom I've ‘known before but you know, that city has been: drlven
apart maybe even more-than the rest of the country by this kind of
. deciSiveness. That‘city tooﬂis\achingvto be;brought together.‘
That city<wantsihealing'and unity just'as much as we do in this
.reglon cf the country What we have to do together is to make this

campalgn‘ a crusade, a crusade for unlfylng and heallng this |
country. A crusade for hr:.nglng us together, .a crusade that
'challenges.each ofﬁtsftolbe’better,than we have been, which'makes
it,olear‘that:this nation is nuch, much"bigger than the sum of its
. parts;» It stands for all that we have valued in the past and all

‘that we can belleve agaln in the future. You know, Bill has said
many times that one of the reasons he got into'this race this‘year
it appeared that George Bush was invulnerable is because he oould
no longer look at our daughter and feel confident that he had done
his part to make sure that the worhd ‘he was leav1ng her and
especzally thxs country which we love so much would be the land of

hope and opportunlty and confidence that we have taken for granted
during the darkest days of the Vdetnamfﬁar, the civil Rights
~Revolution, Watergate and all'the‘rest. But if you go back and you
look atropinion snrveys»even going as far back as the Depression,
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’one of the s:rngular characterlstlcs 1s that no matter how bad times

were and how object:.vely bad the c:chumstances of an 1nd1v1dualf

were, when Amerlcans -were asked, what ' do you think about the

. future they always answered wlth optn.mlsm. : People standlng on |

bread llnes,. people standlng in the worst cond:x.tlons . in the_'

MlSSlSSlppl or Arkansas Delta when they were asked.w1ll the future

‘be better, they sald yes. And today, you go ask those ‘same

questlons of those same people ‘who are descended from ‘those

optlmlstlc forebears and you know the answers ‘are not optlmlstlc ‘

kanymore, partlcularly for young people. They don't see the future

the way I hope they Wlll agaln see- 1t They worry about what Wlll

happen to them and they don't thlnk Amerlca Wlll .ever be what it

was: when thelr parents were growlng up. It is our obllgatlon and

partlcularly the obllgatlon of thls generatlon to do whatever it

-takes to return that hope and optlmlsm to those young people. We
'cannot do 1t with the present leadershlp that we have. We can. only

hdo 1t by bellev1ng each one of us that we can be agents of change

and taklng part in thls campalgn as a crusade to recapture thls

country, glve it a VlSlon and return 1t to those of us’ who care

‘vdeeply about 1t and what 1t means. That's what thls Cllnton

campalgn is about to us. That's why 1t is worth whatever prlce we
have to pay and that's why I. hope that you and MlSSlSSlppl will

stand w1th us and speak out for us because we're doxng it for the

Vfuture.' Thank you all very much.
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