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Thank you Maya Anqelou. That was a wonderful introduction. 
well, after all. What do we expect?' She is from Arkansas, you 
know. 

And 'I'm so glad, Maya, that you decided you 'would qet, up at 
, 5:00 o'clock in the morning and to be with us. I think we ought to 

do this, Dr. cole" maybe once a month or so just to keep our 
spirits up and the enerqy going and this ,activity. 

It is' a pleasure for me to b,e here at the best regional 
liberal arts college in the south. And there ,are no qualifiers. 
There are no asterisks. Just the best. 

And it's a special pleasure to be with your president, who is 
someone I've followed and watched with such great admiration and 
gotten to know over the last ye.rs. Who has been able to show us 
what it's like to--in the words of her ,friend, Marion Katherine 
Bateinon--"composed a life. 1t Because in the composing of her life, 
she has shown how you can bring all the strands together and end up 
not only with the serenity and integrity that she lives, but with 
the leadership she displays. 'Not just for Spelman but for all of 
education and for this country, and we owe you a,re~l debt, Sister 
President. " 

There are a number of my friends and others who have joined 
me. Friends 'lofho have been with me and my husband on the causes and 
issues we care about for a very long time. One in particular, I 
would like to recognize. A woman' of grtaat courage and great 
,commitment, Jean Young. 

,. 
I would like to thank Rev. NormanR~tes and Norman Raybon for the 
music and. for the invocation. 

, , . 

I know Henrietta Turnquist is here. I believe my friend, Veronica 
Biggins is here, who is' a member of the Board of Trustees for 
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Spelman~ And I also believe that Cynthia MCKinney, the next 
conqresswoman from this area is here as well. And I was just told 
before ·1 came that the next sheriff, Jackie Barrett couldn't be 
here. But we've qot to qive a round of applause to the 
extraordinary apcomplishment that demonstrates. 

You know, there is a wonderful line at the end of Maya Anqelou's 
absolutely unforqettable, I Know Why The Cage BirdsSi:g.qs. Some of 
you may remember. it. It's when. the. mother says, "You don't have to 
think about doinq the riqhtthinq, if you're for the riqht thinq, 
then you do it without thinkinq." 

I wrot~ that down years aqo and carry it around in a little book 
that I have that' remin'ds me from time to time when thinqs qet hard 
what's really at stake. My little book contains .scripture. It 
contains quotes from my favorite authors.' It contains words of 
.wisdom that I've collected from those who ha:ve tauqht me; those who 
have qone before; .those who still have lessons for all' of us who 
are willinq to listen. . 

And. I think we're'at a point in our country, nowwhere,doinq riqht. 
has to be our primary qoal. And hoW do we know what that is in a 
time of confusion with the kinds of statistics both Johnetta and 
Maya referred to· where we know that within. yards .of this qreat 
colleqe, people are peri'shinq for lack of hope be~ause of violence; 
because of neqlect.

e' How do we, then define doinq riqht?I think we qo back to where 
all of us started ·from. We know what it is. It's just that we 
have lost our way and too many of us have lost our will to do it. 
And part of the mission of Spelman has always been to provide the 
kind of base that will enable womeil.'to qo forth and do it., 

. What· I have hoped throuqhout this campaiqn is that we ,could beqin 
slowly to knit our country back toqether. 

.' '. 	 .. . , -.' . . 	 . 

. . 	It is on~y the b11nd or hypocr1t1cal who would say that we have not 
been divided because we'have. And we have in many instances, been 
divided deliberately for political·reason's. Settinq' race aqainst 
race; ethnic qroup ,aqainst ethnic. qrouPi . qender aqainst qender;
reqion aqainst reqion; aqe aqainst aqe •. 

Sometimes so subtly that we weren't even sure it was happeninq 
until after it had been done.· But then webeqan to see the 
results. 	 ':. . 

We saw the 'increase in violence.. But not just violence aqainst one 
another--violence to ourselves. The rise in"teenaqesuicide;.the 
rise in druq abuse; the rise in the kind of hopelessness and 
despair that often knows no nam~. It is around us. 

But here in sister's Chapel, we know there is a'much'more powerful 
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. force than that. We can see itfloodinq into these qreat windows. 
We know it because we're in a place where others have come before, 
often at more difficult times,andthey have told us not to lose 
heart but to have couraqe and to do,riqht~ 

So, what is ~ur challenqe today? particularly, what is the 
challenqe facinq those of you who are here at Spelman and ,those of 
you .here today who are thinkinq about this qreat colleqe for your 
future education? 

You know it's the same challenqe that faces us on the other side of 
that aqe qap---all.of us toqether: to create a new resolution that. 
commits first of all, our enerqies combininq both our heads and our 
hearts to one another. 

lowe much of what I believe and much of what I am as an adult to 
those of them who came before me includinq, my qreat friend and 
mentor, Marian wriqht Edelman. Not only an alumnus of this colleqe 
but a member of the Board , of Trustees for many years.. , 

She has helped to qive' direction and shape to my life. And I feel 
beinq herein some small way pays.tribute to her. 

I first· heard about Marian when I was leafinq throuqh a Time 
maqazine in the fall of 1969. And there was a very short article 

. about this younq Black woman who had qraduated from Spelman 
Colleqe, qone to Yale Law School and then qone to Mississippi to 
work on behalf on Civil Riqhts at a time when, . not only was it 
danqerous, but there sure weren't that many women lawyers doinq 
that. 

And then I read about how she had---after the assassinations of the 
1960's---decided that she wanted to commit herself to furtherinq 
Civil Riqhts by- particularly focusinq on .the needs of children. 
And in one'of those stranqe twists of fate that enters all of our 
lives if we're open to hear and to see them. I saw a small siqn on 
a bulletin board a few weeks later, sayinq this person's name I had 
just seen for the first time was qoinq to be at Yale and was qoinq 
t~ be speakinq. And I went to hear her. I listened to her speak. 
And I knew riqht then, she was someone from whom I could learn. 

That she was tryinq to do what I had only bequn to think about. 
Takinq the blessinqs that I 'had been qiven; takinq my education and 
beqinninq to put it toqetherin a way that would make a 
contribution on' behalf of all people. Not just for me but for 
those who were there, waitinq for just a helpinq hand ••• a kind 
word ••• some sense that they too, c:;ould achieve th~ir God";qiven
potentials. . 

I went up to her a~ter she finished speakinq and said, 'III want to 
work for you this'summer." She said, "I have no jobs." I said, 
"Well, I ha~e to, have some money. I don't haveenouqh to qet 
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through school without making some. If I cali figure out,how to be 
paid, would you put me to work?" She said, "why would I refuse an 
offer like that?" 

so, I went out and I got what was then called a Law Student's ,Civil 
Rights Research Council InterJiship 'Grant. That was back in the, 
days 'when there,were, folks around who actually thought it was a 
good thing for young law students, to learn about civil Rights work 
and would actu~llypayus a'pittance'to do so during the'summer. 

so,.I went to work for Marian in that . summer of 1970. And from' 
, that, experience--working on, behalf of migrant laborers, 
particularly children; working to determine how to stop the spread 
of segregated. academies; working to further educational 

, opportunities-for:all children who are often in the early 1970's, 
shut out of schools 'all together--the world opened up to me, and 
gave me a vision of what it ought ,to be because of the work of 
people like Marian. 

That vision is something that has changed somewhat. Some days the 
rainbow doesn't 'break-,through 'quite enough: looks a little gray as 
I carry it around in my head.,. But it's always there. And it's 
that vision we have to recreate in this country. Not just for each 
of us. Bu~for ·all of our people. 

The challenge~ilheadof us are going to be. difficult ones. We did 
not get into our situation overnight, 'we will not. get, out of it 
quickly. 

But there ,is SQ· much we can do with the kind of energy that is in 
this room. The kind of energy we beard from song and from word 
and from prayer. 

, .' . 
How then do we go about focusing that energy in order to 'achieve 
that vision so that we know without thinking that we are finally 
doing right ~gain? 

We begin ,by recognizing that every ·person is worthy of dignity and 
respect, and we stand up - against disre~pect, intolerance and 
discrimination and hate wherever we see it and we call it,by name. 

It is only by once again reaffirming our basic common values that 
we can lay a ground work for action. We do it by recognizing that 
each person in this society deserves an opportunity. They in turn, 
have to accept respons i,bility. , That's ,the kind of mutual' 
obligation sharing that, we should be striving to see in place
again. ' 

• J
We do it by starting with ,an economy aga1n that actually gives 
legitimate opportunity to all Americans. That economic approach 
has to be inclusive; has to reach out; has to say that we will 
invest in our people: has to promise two years of additional 
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e' traininq ,f9r hiqb, scbool qraduates wbo do not qo on to colleqe so 
tbey can qet (;OOd jobs instead dead-end jobs.,,' 

And tbat approacb ,ba$ to promise a National Service Trust Fund so 
tbat any younq person wbo wisbes to qo to Spelman or Morebouse or 
Clark/Atlanta or any" otber university will be able to bave tbe 
funds to do so. And to pay back tbat opportunity offered by our 
country eitber witb a percentaqe of tbeir income wben tbey qo to 
work, or better, and more in tbe tradition of Spelman, witb two 
years of national service back' bere at bome. Take tbe colleqe 
education and pay it back byworkinq witbtbe bomeless; by servinq 

,witb tbe ,elderly; by doin,q wbat needs to be done to solve our. 
problem~. 

Tbat is .tbe kind of new enerqy tbat can only flow from a new vision 
of wbo" we are and wbat we can do toqetber tbat is so desperately 
needed in our country~ 

servi~eis an old-fasbioned word witb a ricb tradition. Jobnetta 
s.id that over forty percent oftbe students bere at spelman are 
aiready enqaqed in service. Service cbanqes wbat you see and bow 
you feel. Service makes you qrow. Tbere is notbinq new about 
tbat,. . 

But somebow durinq'tbe 1980's we lost our way_ service for otbers 
became tbe provi.nce of tbe losers--tbe people wbo didn' t understand 
bow the qame was played; wbo couldn't make,it any way. . 

You rememberwbat tbe 1980's were like. We elevated an bonored 
qreed and selfishness. We turned our backs on wbat was bappeninq 
all around us. ' We walked away from our cbildren and our younq 
people in pain. That was tbe era ,tbat denied tbe importance of 
service that only,qave "lip-service" to it. It is time to 
reinviqorate what we :mean'by tbat. 

We are not talkinq about marqinal service tbat maybe we do in our 
spare time if we bave it. We're talkinq about infusinqour lives 
witb tbe idea, of service • We' re talkinq about qoinq back and 
actually livinq by tbe Golden Rule. We're talkinq about tryinq to 
lift one another up, not so tbat we can just feel qood 'about 
ourselves but becaUse we know it will make our lives toqetber so 
mucb better. 

The women that Johnetta pointed out who are the presidents of the 
Tenants Association" they are fiqhtinq for tbeir, bomes and tbeir 
cbildren' and' their futures because th~y know that tbe kind of 
society that would turn its back on them, will eventually turn its 

, back, on anyone., 

'we'also,know that until we bave a political system tbat is truly 
responsive to all Americans, we will bave a level of alienation and 
cynicism that will turn off a lot of people. 
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I'm sure there are people in this ,room that haven't voted--even 
though they're over eighteen--for a couple of elections, if 'ever. 
As we travel around this country, we meet people at every stop who 
say· they have never voted. ' 

We met a 78-year-old women in Georgia 'during our bus trip who was 
registering and voting for the very first time. I got on a train 
in New York to go to New Haven and a man got on in Harlem and came 
by to say hello tome. 'And in· the course of our conversation, I 
asked him for his vote and he said as a matter of principle, he 
doesn't vote. 

So, we know there are many reasons for many people either to forget 
to vote or choose actively not to vote. But you know, they do vote 
by their' not voting. They vote for the status quo. They vote for 
the ,vested interests. They· vote for the way things are and have 
been. And then·they lose--as far as I am concerned--any right to 
quest.ion Wh~t goes on around them. 

People have- lit.erally been dying' allover this world for the right 
to vote. And it's ,too much trouble for a lot of our fellow 
citizens to get up 'from the couch and to go to register. It's too 

.much trouble if there is a little rain in the sky to get up and 
vote on the day.ofthe election. ' 

And yet we know, that unless all of us not on+y vote but carry out 
the empowerment that voting represents, we do not have a voice.e. 	 And all of the concerns that we might carry in our hearts wi"ll just 
stay right there. , 

So, the kind of political changes that we need, as simple as it may. 
sound, have to start .. with' the vote. 

Then we have to recognize that our system has. been taken over in 
too many ways by people who do not want change. They do not want 

, ,the faces I see in front of me assuming rightful positions of power 
in this country. 

Now, they may·never;say that. But, you know, as my daddy always 
said, "Ac~ions speak a whole lot louder than words." 

. . 

So, . part, of what' is .. at stake in this election 'is what' kind of 
country',we will have and how inclusive and broadly based the power 
in it will be. 

My husband has never be'en afraid of 'including people. He actually 
thinks you learn som~thing from other people. He actually believes 
that there are people fnthis room, right at this moment, who know 
something more than he'does'abouta variety of subjects. ,And that, 
we will all be' the richer for broadening the language 'and reach of' 
our political system. But we cannot, do that if' we do not have 
leadership that actually believe~ that is a good that should be 
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So, there is a lot at stake. Everyone in this room should 

recognize that this is a watershed election. But· the people who 
have the most at stake are the people who are sitting here in these 
two rows from the elementary school and children like them allover 
this country. 

If you think about the challenges facing us, those of us who are 
adults, they may seem daunting. But if you think about the 
challenges facing children, what is going. on in a country when 
every thirteen seconds, a child is abused or neglected. Every 
three hours a. child· is. murdered. If . you think about that, 
everything else pales by comparison. 

We have been turning our backs on millions of our children. And 
what we need now .is,a new resolve that we as adults will take 
responsibility for. ourselves and our children. That we will no 
longer walk away from their needs. 

You know, a year in the life of a two year old is half'of her life. 
Four years, or the length of a presidential term, in .the life of an 
eight year old is half of his life. . 

Our children do not have' time to wait. They do not vote. They de 
not lobby. . They need us. They need our ~eads, our hearts, oure. .souls, our hands. '. 

And what I hope you will see is a great, great renaissance of 
caring in this country--a.new commitment to all that you are taught 
here at spelman and all that your mothers and grandmothers have 
stood for in years before. 

In order to do that, we need new leadership'in our country. But 
it's not just leadership of two men, it is leadership by millions 
of men and women. . 

. Bill Clinton and .A.l ..GQ~e ,~c,,»pot ch~~ge 1;:l!A#J::..q.~)lp'~ry'.. TJ:aey can 

propose !PQlicies .• ~ . J:iTl'l:~Y c;a·n.'p''q~)1 .t-b.rougp .~cll~Q;ges~~~t on paper 


.appear ·:900d. Bu.~;t~e.cn:~ly"w.B:Y '·~~,is l;9oqntry wi~.f ~~gin moving, back 


.towar.d tb·he . vision ,t·h"t:.I (Q..il:J:ry ,:·;.1·A~ thaj:..I,:~qp.eYou share, of a 

'country~l:iving ~p t4? Ji:ts ;;lde!ds"co~itt.,~.~:~o.qJl~anothe~, is .if 

all of :Jl.s,are part.~Qf ;.th••:c:h!lnge ::t.hi,sel,ect:.i.qp. JP~z.:.~!JeI1ts.. : . 


.That"s·r,what is at. s.t.ke.~f~r>J,Uen, f().r ..'I,oPl-.e:q,'f,qr.children. AnCS 

that ,~s ',why it's an honor ,·.:t:o,;be at ; a vP lac~ :.l:ilt.,e ;,~~p.elman 'the!t b~s ·"for 


,gener.a.t,ions committe~d <its.elftoe"celleJlc:e~:nd 'l~~dership. The two 

. ·qualiti-:es weneedno,w;.Qre:th(1~r.e.V;er. ·."T:J:l..aJlkJy().:u,verY'~l'D1UCh.· , 

..a 
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