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I am always glad to be back in Illinois, and I’‘m glad to be
back at this university. When I was growing up in Illinois, I came
down to a football game which we won years ago and I’m glad to see
we’‘re off on the same route. This is a very exciting day for me.
Not only am I home and get to be introduced by Richard Lewis, whom
I think is terrific, but I get a chance to come and talk about this

. election -- which I believe is a turning point for our country --
with people whom I think have more at stake in what happens than
maybe some of the rest of us who were in college a couple of
decades ago. : » :

The country really is at a turning point. Thankfully the Cold
War has ended. We have an opportunity now to turn our energies to
solving our problems here at home. And we have to do that,
because for too long we have neglected a lot of America’s problems.
"If we don’t solve our economic: challenges, provide educational
kopportunlty, take care of our health care problems and all the
other issues that are not only on the front pages but the front
burners of every home .in America, this country will break faith
with the past and break faith with you.

Those of us who grew up in the 1950s and ‘60s and ’70s, took
for granted a lot of what was there for us. Because of our parents.
and our grandparents and the sacrifices they made as well as
political leaders, both. Democrats and Republicans, who put the
country ahead of their own political well-beings. We had a country
that offered us opportunltles that were avallable if we were
willing to work for them. .

‘But now, look at what is happening. For the first time we have

a generation of young Americans, people like you all over this

. country, who cannot assume that the American dream and the
opportunities that we took for granted will be available for you
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and for your‘children.
That’s not the way 1t needs to be.;il

We don't have to contlnue to read the statlstlcs week after
~ week, about the number of Americans who are unemployed, the number-

of Americans who are working but whose jobs, even after working

forty hours a week cannot llft them out of poverty.A

- We do not have to llve wlth the ‘level of v1olence in this
society, where every three hours an American child is murdered on
our  streets. We do. not. have to continue to -deny health care
opportunltles to our youngest and our oldest c1tlzens. a

We do not need to Worry-. whether our chlldren will have the~
klnds of educational opportunities they need to be competitive.
'And ‘'we do not to have to. continue to step around and over the

~ homeless: people .in the streets of Amerlca for another year.

My husband, Bill Cllnton and Al Gore’ have a very different

v1slon of Amerlca than *the one we’re confronted w1th now. Their .

vision is a positive vision, a hopeful vision. . It is one where
people are brought together across racial and ethnlc lines, where
no longer are the differences among us exploited for short-term
 political gain, but rather serve as a basis for a new strength in
this country where every person’ ‘s God-given potential can be
realized and where all of us together .can bulld the klnd of future
we can be proud of agaln.

Thls vision asks ‘'something of all of us., It says, "Yes, we
need a new economic policy." We must, once and for all, put an end
to this experlment that has been tried for 12 years, this trickle-
down’ economlcs, which has. failed. For 12 years, the relgnlnq
philosophy in Washington has been to keep taxes on the richest of.
Americans as low as possible and then somehow expect us to be able
to be competltlve and create ]obs and 1ncome for all Americans.

: well the" results are in and they’ re palnful to see. But they
shouldn’t be surprising. In 1980, American workers had the highest
wages in the world. - Today, we are thirteenth and falling. We now
" have the biggest gap in income dlsparlty between the richest and
the poorest of Americans that we ever had in. our recorded ‘history,
l”and nearly two-thirds, of all Americans are working harder for less
income than they made in 1980. A lot of you, a 1lot of your
parents, and a lot of your grandparents are in that category.

‘We need to try a dlfferent approach. And what my husband has
'proposed 1s an approach that invests in American jObS products and
services. We are the only country that actually gives tax breaks
to people who want to move jobs out of Illinois overseas. It is
time that we do away with that kind of tax system and instead
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substitute incentives and investments to grow this echomy)the old-
fashioned way. Let people invest in jobs here, new plants and
equipment, new research and development.

You'll hear a lot in this campaign with people trading all
kinds of charges back-and-forth. One of those is that my husband
and Al Gore have proposed much deeper cuts in the defense budget.
That’s not true. There’s about a 5% dlsparity in the decreases
that my husband and Al think can happen in the next four years and
- what the current administration is prop051ng. But there is a very

big difference in what they would do. ‘ '

Bill Clinton and Al Gore would take every dollar by which we
decrease defense, and transfer that into the civilian economy where
we’ll make investments in new transportation and communications and
other kinds of technology. :

- When Al Gore came back from the Earth Summit he said to Bill
and me that it just made him sick to be down in Rio and to watch
- representatives of other countries who know where a lot of new jobs -
are going to come from -- they’re going to come from environmental
technology -- out there selling all kinds of new products to other
countries that will put their people to work, while our government
is standing back, dragging its feet, refusing to accept reality.
Well, that is not the kind of government we will have after January4
of next year. :

Here at this great university, wouldn't it be nice to have a
real education President for a change? - And in the vision of
America that my husband has, what we’ll have is an education
- President who believes that America‘’s students can learn as much
and perform as well as students anywhere in the world, no matter
who their parents are or what their famlly backgrounds are.
American students can and will perform well in school if they re
expected to learn and given the challenge to do so.

And although most of the learning has to happen in the homes
and schools of America, there are at least a couple of things a
" real education President can do. First, fully fund Head Start so
that every youngster gets an fair chance to begin school ready to
learn. Second, take the national education goals, of which my
husband was the primary drafter during the summit between the
governors and the President, that were promptly put on the back
shelf somewhere, and take them off the shelf and look at then.
Those goals set forth the kind of objectives we should be trying to
reach in this country. One of them is that American students will
be first in the world in math and science by the year 2000.

Now is that going to be easy? Of course it’s not going to be
easy. It’s going to be very difficult if we are not prepared to do
it. But let’s set a goal for ourselves. I can remember as a young
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student having a Republican President named Eisenhower who, when
Sputnlk went up, said to us, "We’re going to do better in math and _
science education," and then started the Eisenhower Grant Program
to improve math and science teaching. I remember a Democratic
President named John Kennedy who said, "We’re going to put a person
on the moon and we expect young people to be part of that great
adventure." Bill and I don’t have a clue what George Bush wants
our twelve-year-old daughter to learn, but I want all of the
children in America to have a President who will tell them that
learning is their job.

There ‘are two other things a real education President named
Bill Clinton will do. First, only 30% of the young people of this
country get a college degree. Those of you who are here at this
university should be grateful and very aware of that. Seventy
percent do not, and what happens to them? We don’t give them the
kind of help that they deserve. But what my husband wants to do is
‘give any young - ‘person who graduates from high school and wants a
good job instead of a ‘dead-end job a two-year apprenticeship
program to learn the kind of skills and abilities that will enable
them to be competitive in our society. Isn‘t it time that we
reverse the policies of the Reagan-Bush years which made it
~ increasingly difficult for young people from middle-income and
- working families to afford to go to college’ Let’s make college a

real 1nvestment for the country. ' C

What my husband proposes is to scrap the ex1st1ng student loan
and grant program that is out there confusing people and making it
impossible for us to know what the requirements are, and substitute
it with a national service trust fund out of which anybody can
. borrow the money to go to college, but they have to pay it back.
"This new vision of America includes responsibility from citizens,
and it will have to be paid back in one of two ways: either as a
percentage of your income at income tax time so there’s no more
opportunity for defaults -- you pay the money back' or, with two
years of national serv1ce back here at home.

Think of what we could do in this country if those of you who
. got your college educations were willing to come back to this part
of Illinois or wherever you’re from and serve two years as a police
officer, as a teacher, as a child care worker, to build housing for
the homeless, to help solve the problems of America. It’s not only
" a good 1nvestment in your future, it’s an investment in Amerlca,
and it’s the kind of idea that will get thls country moving in the
rlght dlrectlon. : : ,

There are so many issues that have been talked about by my
husband and Senator Gore, and they’ve actually put out a book
that’s available at newsstands. It’s called Putting People First.
It is an outline of their program. It is a book which sets forth
what their policy proposals are. You do not have to read their
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‘11ps; read this book 1f you want to know what they will ‘do.

-This country can’t be a world leader -= it can’t set the
standard for democratlzatlon, for free-market - economles, for human

. rights, for the klnds of issues that we have always stood for if we

are not strong at home. We never defeated the former Soviet Union
on any field of battle; they fell from within.” And we are now
lncarceratlng a larger percentage of our people than every nation.
According to the latest flgures out of’ Washlngton, we now have one

of every flve chlldren 11v1ng 1n poverty. , : '

We have a lot of problems. But you know, this~country has

“hhad tougher times in the past. Other generations have had to rise

to their challenges. Abraham Lincoln, out of this state, had to
keep a nation together. ' Franklin Roosevelt, from his wheelchair,
had to make sure that we were not afraid, that we were willing to

. take on the challenges of a. depre951on and a world war.

It is time now: for all of us to do our part to make sure that

chls country is what it should be.  We have this challenge in front

of us. We need to do away with the politics of denial and
diversion and neglect that have dominated our political scene for
too long, and instead substitute for it a sense of hope, a sense of
progress, a sense of. togetherness, a sense of community, investing
in our people by puttlng them first, and making sure that this
vision of Amerlca that ve have is translated into reallty. .

Maklng speeches doesn't make that . happen. Holdlng posters
doesn’t make. that happen. What makes that happen is participation
in this election on. November 3. And for many, many people, the
level of cynicism and dlsbellef is so. great that the idea of even
votlng is more of a commitment than ‘they are willing to make. But
you know what? There are people all over this world, in the former

countries of Eastern Europe that are free, or in the republics of .

the former Soviet Union, or in. Central or South America, or in

. Asia, who have literally: d1ed for a rlght Wthh we turn ‘our backs;

on every 51ngle year.”

Just as in ‘the former Sov1et Unlon, when-we're challenged
nobody can ‘beat 'us except ourselves. Nobody can turn back the tide

"of progress except those of us who don’t care to be involved in

making it happen. -In‘the late 1960s, I was one of those people who
worked hard and belleved that if we amended our Constltutlon so

‘that 18 year-olds,. and 19 year—olds, and 20 year-olds could vote,

it would make a difference. . " I'm sorry to say that it hasn’t,
because 18 to 24 .year-olds are ‘among. the fewest voters in our

"‘populatlon. But when you think about it, every election means more

to young people than it does to. ‘those of us. who are on the other

A51de of the half of our life.

What we have to try to do, what my husband and Al are trylng
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to do, is to once again light some hope, some belief to quell the
fires of despair, hopelessness and cynicism that are‘eating away at
the vitality of this nation. When people are set against people to
create an electoral majority so that we look with fear at each
other instead of looking at our leadership, the folks in power stay
there. And we blame one another for our problems. We step over

homeless people. We add another deadbolt on our door. We worry

about how we’re going to get a job in a 1051ng market instead of a
"growing one. That's not by a001dent.

What 'we ‘need to "do together is to -turn our faces to
- Washington and say, "This country deserves, indeed -demands,
leadership as good as we are."  If each of us is, at the very
.least w1111ng to register and then vote, it will send a signal. It
will once again-keep faith with those who have come before.  The
registration deadline in Illinois is October 5. Those of you who
are from other places and don’t intend to register here, find out
- what your deadlines are and find out how you get an absentee
ballot. - For those of you who are going to register here, don’t
wait until tomorrow -- do it today. '

Think about the klnd of country you want to see in a year or
.10 years, in the next century. Think about what we can do if we
believe in ourselves again, if we take responsibility for ourselves
and our neighbors, if we face up to instead of deny our problenms,
and if we have leadership like we’ve had in the past which summons
. the best and not the worst from us. America’s best days are ahead
of us if we are willing to seek them. Thank you all very much.
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