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What I Learl1ed il1 Law School 

(e ,':,Ih,'r ~. I {.a.try 

H...·Jh.1I11 (:1";("11 '7J

'i't';I\';illt: '.\ it!w,l! 

1I01':S-~.IW ~hi, 

,I\kln'" tl' ,Ill 0\·,'r/low 

.:n)wd vf Y,lk 1..1\\ 

~1.id\l,I('·'. ,rlJ!iI:III.\. 

f.l(uhy••1I1l1 ~t..lr;ll 

n,mdl Chap"1. .l~ I'a ..~ 
,I{ (ii,' 1'.1')':: fl'Wn!)1I 

, \\ ,'d".'Il.j Ii.·,rinti,'\. 

HilIar)' Rodhtllll Clinton 
, . , l.Iu: 1I1t ••. tty I,),;;,}', j .m, 11·:r,· ". Ih.iIl\.; this 1.1\\. 

sdlIJol. 
In 1I1J:IY 0:' .:II,' ~Hlfil" Ihal h:,\'~' b,":l1 \\'r'IIo'n 

\lurill~ th,' LIst IlWlllh~. 1'.)rr;"u!:Jr;\· at-".Illl ~llflll' (It' 

Ih~ pmitiol1' allll i~~ues tl1:11 h.l\'l' !'~':':Jl ,,( illll'nr

t,iIl;;~ to 1111'. rll" rrt:.\i( dll<' to Ih,' YOlk l.:tW 

Sdl\lol hi\~ IIUl h~('11 rq)(,'ll'ted .1, It ,lw'Ild b,1\',' 

h":t:ll, !\·1t:rh 1'( whar I hdin'l', :111,1 1I111lh (If wh.H 
I 'un' worh'd I"l, alllt "Hlt'h nfwh,ll Ibdi,'w i\ 

'ill ~I'I).." in Ihi~ ... knillll j" dir~·.'dy .. d,unl m 111\ 

tim,: <II tlH' bw whool. And I \\'~~,\.Id. j( \'tHI w(\uld 
ind\lJ~\' lilt· fUl ,. (\:W Illimlt"s, j\~uk,,';ih., {() P'II 

tilt' \\J~' \h(\~f \",ll'i()\1~ thr,',ld~ haw llllll\' Ifljo;(lh'r 

ill ":IIW lir~. and p,'rlups lllfn \(11111' idc,i~ ,lS to how 
,his !J\\' school will l'I.llltimh' (('I carry c,m til,' tr;l 

di~il'll I,I/" pr(I\'r,k:Il~~ :lno ch;llIl'ngilll;( ;Im! I~';lrhinp, 
th<ll It;l~ ~ll l'llIidll.'d my lit'l'. 

I \\,.Illt !~, ,L1fl !'Y dt:S'T:bi!ll.: til \'11\1 I>n,' 1"1:' ;~" 

il'th'o i rl'l ~·i ..".i ;1 \\,;:,'" ur 1\\'1) ";':'! li·"1ll lilt' 1.1\\' 

,dw,~i libr;!ry, /\I'I',lIl'nr!y b,',',lIh' t.lf.i '!H'II lilm 
shOWl1 ,ll lhl' Dl·"~I)l'j'.Hi, C('II\'~'lltjl'.1l tlll'fI' io; a 

\[l'Jdy stn';l111 l,r lWoPI.- l'OIl1Ill!1: t\) till' library III 

:l~k ",hl'l'l' ]jill ;lIld I llW!, A, with m m.tllYl'lh,'~ 

lhill~S ~h,l~ bpr~'Ilt:d III (ltor P,hf, Iht:n' \ ..'l'ms ttl b,: 
,'I di"ision \)lopinil.'l1 ill 111\ h"\,I'~, Hl' is ~r.·;l'

IIHdy sun' of wlll'rl' it ()('('\lrrl'ti, :loti ~o 3m I. Th~' 
probll'l11 is, it ,\ IIU[ L1ll' um,' pLll'l'. S<.' I .1111 SI,'I'~

int: gllit!;III('I' 10 d1(",~C ,)IYOll whv Wl'fl' 11,,'r~' ."I'~ 
hnpl' th.u you will. 'in Ih{' rilll' 'y:lk I.:Iw SthCld 
tradition that \w all dH'n.h, S(.'I 1I~ ,miAi1t. 

Ucoml' I w.lIn Illor,~ p.::opl.: comint; fO th\' 

, library. fur '\:l!.II~'V('I· 1'1::)\0/:. ,md \'k\\' this a~ ','Ill' 

:llInl'!' ('Olilriblilion, CJhvinu(ly it p;lk, ill 

'~ignjticall\'l' It' 1I1l' wllml.-rljl! ~iH rh.: d".m ha~ 
ot)t.'\in.:d from Lilli.an Guldm;\Jl ill N,'w York, I 
1l1('mion th,l! iWi:lU \t: th<lt r.~ft ",ill ltl' 1I~l'\i w 
rdmbish Ih~' hi\\' ,rhool. I'hl5 (lILr ~dwlmhip~ for 
W(IIIWIl. parlll'\t);lrly mi!101ity WOllh'll. ph" ,'vll 

tillUl' ((l '"l'l'on the d:1Y .::.r~' l','lltl',. r11:111 \\',1, 

honored to help uoln at J (~'rt'ilIlIIIY tll;11 the di';\ll 
Iwld \\'h~'11 J \'i!i(l.·d thl' ~dlO,,1 :l ft,\\, yc,II"" ago, So 
it is fittin~ that t!tl,libr.lry \'(Illlili\!l'~ to pl.l), a m,tior 
foIl' in Illy Iii,' J~ wdT :\, till' lit~' of tl:i~ t.IW ,.dmo!. 

\\1114:11 1 klOk b;lfk al thl' yt:,\fS \\'1"'11 th('~(' of m 
in thl' d.l~~'" of '7~ ;lIld '7J <IIl,'mkd till' b\\' 
~~·!Il'\ll. I H'C,:! tho,.: W,'fl' dilti(\lit ;11111 IIll'hll:\,1lr 
tim.:~, Tlll'r,' \\';;< ,1 10)1 1'1' t'l)!l!"u,ioll ill V,III ;ni'l.:,. 

witll whkh .ill ,If \I~-mlci.:uls and prill~·"ors
:ook II", c!l.'llkllgt:S (h.1t n':lfltilll"d our CllIlll!ry. 

II! Ih ..' sprint; , ..r I 'lit), 111,1",' \\'3< ll1udl di'HU
h.lIIel' in rhl' ~;;r':I'I' lIf ~,,\\, H,w,n, Th,'r.: wat.' 

.:b.llll'il1!~·~ :ll III\:, phy~i(:\1 \"dl-I,\(,lil~ of Nir bw 
~dl()()1 6,ihr)" I rl:!lf,'lllbl'r h('illj.'( \'l'l)' di'Irl'~Sl'd at 
wll.l~ \\',l~ h"I"Pl'lIillt: ,trolll)(1 II., :md sittill~ ,hitsidl' 

rh. law \,::!u.ll.Il "II Ill.: willl .ill~t w(lIlli.-rillg \\'ll.It 
\\',I~ to k'l'OIiH' ,Ii ('IIt' srhool. :md o\lr ,'1)11 lit I'Y. 
I'h)'~'S\(lr !\.,'s,kr ,tol'jll.'d II) visit with fUr, Hr 
'aid, "'Ynll kilO\\'. h,ld :hin!!~ h,lpl'l'll in l'wn' \ud
ety, i kilO\\" I liven thmugll SOllll' ll( tlw worst. 
13\11 ytlU l'illllWl lk .ti,,\)ura~cd, You h.. \,\, In k"'T 
t ..)'i,,~... 

Alld I rcm'~'lllb~'" (.Ilt' night wlll'u thac h,Jd 
hl','11 ,l tir,' in rhl' Intl'TlI;lIillllJI law Libr,uy. ilnd 
I'll-,m P,)II"k f;I,'l'd Ih,:1 :l~ hI' t1Cl'd so 111<111)' ,itll~

tiolH <.furill!-( '''"t Y":) 1', not only with gt:Wt' and 
,Ii;:nit\·, hll Wilhl q;lIl'd CfI\lllnilllwllt III Ilk 1' •• /1

C:1J;1ill~ roll' III !h~' I.IW, .lll\'lllI~\\, \\'\' "'...!I\I "in\' 
,·'·..·11 .fj",'r,!cr ill ,I \\',ty Ih.1I Loti m think lIt" n".I'i'1I1

;!hk ,md Iq~,llf~' onl'llInl wl~Hi(ln~. 

Th,lt tim Yl'.lr \\',1) iI lIlmiog point for Illt-' l'l'r 
~"l\l,llIy, hl'c.-m,;\.' I rl'ad J ~hurl Tilll,' llla~.lZilll' arli

e!..- l'IIl' d:ly ,1!)(IUt .1 woman nalllt.'d M.lri"Hl Wri~ht 
Itldm:l!l. ,I Hr,ldu.ltt: of till' Yall' lJW School. And 
thl'tl"h,.lrtly ;,fi:~ ... in 1('IOkill~ at llm' or Iho~c hul
kl ill h,),l\'d~ t:l,it i~ A(',odl.'d willt pjl'l'~S or' pa~'l.'r 

.lillloun.:ing l'\'l'I),thing (III\' Cll1 ill1a~illt: going Oll 

at .1 unin'TSlty. I ~;lW •• wry \m"JI ,UlIWtIlKI.'I1Wllf 

I,l( .1 "i,il sh~ \yJ, going 10 b.' m~kill~. ami I W~1It 
, W Itt'at her sl'cak, Altcl' hc,uing hl.'t spc'lk lhMlt 

l"'r ,'xlwrirnn'\ ,i~ :l ci\'iI,nghl~ '~\\,~/l'r, lbollt hl'T 
lllllllllihlll';lt to do what ~hl' 1.'<'~lIld \0 tI~c' Ill'r Yal.' , 
"lbcatioll on hdl~lr <'II' th.:- pOOf. I \\\.'111 lip I~l hl.'f 
and .Isknl hl't if! t'O\lld work (N hl'r th..1t ~ulllllll'r, 
Sh~,t,)ld 111l' 1"'.IS ",dnnllt' hilt ~hc h.ld IlO llU.llll"~' 

ro p:ly me I :\\kl'd IIl't \\'h~'!lll·r. if I ,ould iigllrl' 
fI~1t Ih)'" tl) be pail/. ll'~'lild work (or Iwr. Bdll~ J 

!~,'.)d Y:lk L\w Sdw,,1 gr.ldU'I!~,slw 5.1id, ''OJ 
,,,,us,' .. I W,'Il! back III tht: law school. ,·i~ih,·d th,' 
d~'''11 's vllin: ,!lId thl? piarcll1l'l1t t~ffi(·t'. :md round 
~.)ml,thillr. (,.Ikd a law St1.l,ji.'nt Civil Ri~hr~ 

R':s,',uch Coul1dl (fUIlt, an ulluma! littl(, brr:\Il( 
rh,1t :1C'(\Iillly ~\lpl'vrtc\i l.1w smdt'nts in tryillg h) 
lltld.:rs(Jnd .lIll1 lill'{ht:r (h... w\.Irk llf l'ivj) fi~ht~
wh:ch I'l'flllilH'd Illl' I," ,j!.O HI ""Irk ~,It wh:1t \\"l~ 
lh,'1) (hl' W,I,hlll~t(l1l R"~l':m'h Proj~'\'t, J \\,,\' wry 

• 
 \1,lI::' ar,ftU!i;~'llb tc.>lIk I'b,",' ,Wt:!' 1~1~,d aud .lr,lIt !-',1.ttdul :"'1' th,lI (11'1'''IIUllil y, 

,mc h'vk.. ;~l .1IId om ;"\f t1w It.lll, t'( tilt' !:.w ~dlO,',1 rh.1\ '1IIlIlllt:!' illtr()(illn~d IlW l() lh.:' ,onciitil)IJ\ 

()\'~'r \\;11,11 .1ill'(lioll l)ill' ,,",Hlln' \V,l, h:.::.din::" .~ 111 1Il 1!p';ill, ttl-,)( •.unr', tl' till' 1'1'l)hkm, l'~l~,'d br 

l"t of 1'.'" :t)IJ, .\ !m ,,! ,'\:Ih'l:I'll , And \\'h.11 I ~""!!.~,,t=.IIl'oI ,1(':Id;:mil'~ dllll \\','1'" li~hlin~ ((I':' ux

r,'I",'llIl,(', lI;"'~l ,'!l1ri:l": rh,;~ 11\11" i, :II,' '(,Tioll';:~' ... t'''l'mp\ 'I:\tu~ 1ll:,\l'I' !la' Nixo:1 :\dlllini~I\';II:t.,1. 
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!.di I\l ri~hc ~!\'Wll ~, 
H,'n,A.\ '~:. I','!.'f 

.'>,k~iY.I<'''''''f\ :' 
!1.,IYl1l,lr '7:, I III!,,,' 
il..,-.dh,;n, C!i"toll "3. 

:--1()\1nll H, (1111\) Fr, 

,; I; Cuid" (.'"1.,[,,,'" '-,s, 

Il..,l';'mund (;I\,~h'''~, 
f)n'On()h~'1 ~. 

and I ~'Jmc h;}{'k III t.)\\' sc\wol willi a gn'lw"l~ 
1~1)11I1I\itI1Knt to\hml ('hildr~'n, :lIItl p,mkul;1I'ly 
pttl.)r ('hildrcll .1111'1 di~adv;lI1tag"d (lm'~, !-In\\' IlIckr 
[ was. thcl'C'!on'. to find on IIw (Iculty P~"'II~k' Iikl: 
JOl' (;ol..hl~'in Jlld J.1Y K:Il1. who Iud h""11 work
111~ 3111.:! ~tl1(iyiJlg abmn I'hiljlr~'n md 1~lllili~'s and 
what thl! law n,uld or c\)uld no[ do tnT mallY 
Yl';U"S: UI.'Clme (If ('ollver.;:lti,'l1lS wirh rhem. bl'l:aml' 

of rl.·:-it',uch tbl I W'" ii.,flUllJ.h.' \'lIlltlt;h to do nil a 
h,'II)k JI.'(.' was WTi'il1~ wirh Alllla l"n'ud and AI 
Sol nit, f hegall to think throutth a 101 \1( tin: iml~'~ 
that :lft~~~'( ,:hihlrm. both visibk ,1I1d invi,ihk. and 
till' role thill th~ bw ,an ,)III,i ral1lll'[ play. 

:\11 durin!,! Ihi~ time, th"I\' \\";I~ :\ v,n:;u' ;\lIlO\lllt 

{)t I~'r\ll.;'m ;lml (·Ollti.l~ioll ~hol1! "'h,ll \\ :1' ,ll1d 
\\,:l:'ll·t rill' pW~la rok or lht' bw ~d)(J()1 \'~h"'J
[iOII. Wl' would haw t-.'Tc:at .lr~"llIl'lIts abom 

.	\\'h~du~r we were ~dJillg our bl.'l'alls,,'. we Wl'H' 

gl'ning.l I:lw d\'~r~'l" whcthl'r w;.' ~hllllid Iw lioillg 
c,olllt.'thing c1~I."-'l(,lt Qttt'll ddilh·.1 d~·;uly bill 1'l'T

(aillly p'lssiollltl."iy ;lrt:un1-wI1l,',lwr \\'(' ,h~)lIldn '/ 
~onwh(l\\" bl' "{lUI thl'n'," \\,hl'r\'\'l'r "lh,'Tl'" W,h, 

tryin~ It) hdp 'olv,' lb· !'robl"Il1- th,)! 1""J..., lip "0 
IIl\1di I'll' ,lilT Illl", in .,r~lhw:1I1 .Ill\~ Ji'~·lI,~i'lIl. 

l\1os( of \I~ st.'y\'d Ihl' ';"\11>",. ~\'~~l \.( 11' \\','r,' 
(~)lllllliu4..·~1 h.> lhil1kill~ o( \\,:ly' (1.1 II\~' th .... 1.1\\ h' 

funh.:r NIT p;,rtklll.lr (011,'1."1'''' .Hld iut,'r,'!." III 

Wdl'ty. 

! H'Il\;.'IIIIx-r wdllhl' killd~ of;'lIgllllll'lm rh;1I WI.' 

woulci haw .1~Ollt n:msliwriol1al la\\" H,,\\' f(lnu
!l;ll!' w,,' ,lfl' in Ihi, .",-·!too! rt' haH' so I1UII)' th,,·(). 
I'i'l~ who ,1/,pwaclt rh.lt (HIIII diRi.'tt'lIl 311~k~, 

0pl'llin~ our iumds to illljuiry "hmu what j, and j, 
Iwl appn'll'riiltl' imarn'laliull, I n,'lIll'lIlbcr wdJ 
lit\.' ch:lllcn~('s that were POSl-" in \';lrious sl'minars 
;\lId thl.' diffkLJhi~"!o all of II' t'onfrolltl'd ill tr)'in~ ro 
rl!ulIldk- th~ rl';I"'-\IWd, 01 d"Tnl wor1ci w .... w~'rl' 
stl1d}'ill~ wirh wh.1I \\"l' ~:l\\, around liS. 

All thT\)u~h t\ur rilll", many '\11 rill' law ~l'hllol 
'i,,'ulty \\'I'r,' tl1I'''.' to l'onlil1lll: rtll' nl:t\"l.'f~;HivlI 
with m, Thi, .lltl'illtlOn I T,,'(~in'd ;1 p;l('k\'( o( 

,SI;I(\'ri:1b 11'0111 Ch.lrk, m;\\'k. who ~;lid th.lt Iw 
1'('Slld Ihlt b"')''''II.' hilt Ill' W.l' 'l.'lldiul!. W 1\1,.. :IS 11<' 
Ita~ »WT rhl' 1.I,t t\n'nty >l';1I>, hi~ I,ltl,'st \\'ritill~" 

"bout what ~hould I'll.' (lOllI.' to (urtlwr l"ll,li) righl~• 
;.lI11'l ahOllt his cOlltirllll,d. impa-siOlll'd J\ivlIl';Il'Y 

.l~.)ill~t thl' dellh IW!1.tlty. H,,' It.tS Ill'vcr wawrl,d 
fOI' a III ill lit", in pUlling t"TW;Il'd doqm'llI art-."I
lIll'llt, li\r wJur Ill' hdil'H'S, .lIld Iw w.lI1tcd Ill'" \0 

.	Tl\td tlwlll Iw(nr~' I .....1HW III ~l'~..,k ro rOil. 'Yh' .Ur 

';'lr(UlI,':I.' l\. h.ln' '.!ut 'llI;dil~' ,,( "'~\Iln'nt. 
( )11:' lit' III,,' !hi:l!:' rh.1t lIull. ...,1 y,k L1W Sl'h"'''.l1 

,b"I1. ;lIId ~till .1.H". i.. till' peop\" whp h.lw "()lIll' 

b~'li)I" \1\ \\'h~, 11:}\,,' :1I.ll.k 'lid, ,'I)lIlributi,'Ilh. \\", 
,m: ill '11\ I. i:!1'~"''' lI"~'d 1l(J"'of:1I \)!" H\:I' n)lltillll

III~ ,,'I:tn!\\Il H\!\\, 
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Today, w,' dnn 't ~~'~. 'Wfl" b"an'kd up jj-,lIll t~· .• r ~(I lilliI'll tIl hi' hnpl'ful .,hollt. Yl'~, :l 111\ of thl' 
ill' vi.,k:HT ;" Nnv H.l\'~·II. !lm dl'.'~· :H~' o(lrll <;1.11 j"in .trl' !!rilll, Ami th(\'~' (1f'11\ who :11',' pnl'i 

lH.',Hdld ',:1' h~ot:~~, flf C((lll,)lllic dnlill(, \Vl' ,HI' Iq!n' ...ml ,lhI.- I() lIIab' 14~)(..,1 :i';illj.!,\ (•.1; ,"IUf·;d·.\" 

ill ,j dt\' "h:ll' lI'~':r ,} third I'll' till' d\lI,~n:l1 liv,' ill IlHI~r .lIW.l~\ h'"p '.l:lr ':)'(~ vl"<'1l to till' t:K~'~ ,I lid 
p.)~wty, ,111<1 ur Jill' m;'ld. in H,lrlf~.'hi. (We" 4' tIl\' 1','Upk hdlint.llhnsr ~,t.lli~!ln, UUI Ih::n' I~ ,,'<,t', 

1)(IT~'111 <lll·-,th~' ,ixth hi~lll·~t prfCT!it,lgl' ill Ihe gl'l',)t rOVJlI I~r IWf\t', SOllll' of it ~prillt!.. (mill Ih,' . 

':will' CtI\lIlny Sv dll' probkm, :IWIIl:,i 11' lll.ly hllll.1n Iw.lrt ,111.1 ;, thl'r,' 110 m:lt:cr "'h,lt L'~\lllil. 

Iwthr so '.'I~ihk. bur rh,'y .IH' \~,...y p! ...~rll~ alld . ti<Jll~ mi~"1 n:i,t; hUI 'OIlW d lr srrill!--" tr.1II·1 til,' 
'''Hill~ .\\\'J}' ,It thl' IIU:llil;. (,,' ,)lIf "VI" 1\I~"t.It"'L Ikql ,'(I111111illll,'llf lil;I( ,'wry Anwl'iclIl illhnil~, 

. ·w!1rth,'1' I,,' m ,II,' .Idlllits it ,)I' r""11 kllt~',\'~ it: Ih,1I 
w,' h.I\'" ;1 ,,,,!,'m Ih.11 tfllly dOL" \\'l\rk, il\Hlly 'W 

There.' is alSt' J!I'('11( "MIII}" 1",1'1', S,III/(' ,!O, ,(prill.l!S.Ii 'I1/11 {he lwt'nllll' jlll'I',h','d ill iI, 
Wl' I,;!"" h~'l'1) I'ri\'ik~ed ';)1' til{' bst Sl'\','lal

IIlllnaH /1('(11" (wd is '''Cft' lI(l 11/,1((,'/' 11'11171, "/If sOllie (?Ot '''pr;II,'.!J 
1l10111h, to hl' tr;'\'l'lill~ .;r,)lIlld l'li bll~SI.'!I, which I 

//'(1111 tlw decp (1mlll[tmwt (1'('1'), AIlI('I';uw iI/IU'I·it ... : II'(~ lulI'(, n 	 rl'nl:llllll'l1l! I,) yO\l, h i~ :I w.lyd' 'I.'l'jllg thillg" II' 
;, tiit1~'rl'llt lir;ht. kind of:n I;'r~'kwl, imt,';ld \It'~)'$I('tI1 ,hal frilly dIll'," work, if (l(lly Il'e bC(lflll' illPll!l'cd ill if. 
!hill~ ,IWI' or Wl"lfill;!. hi: i;' a clr \.II' a tr.lill, You 
.\h' Ii.)fcnl til mtn,WI with Iwopl, .. ,Illd W,' II,}\', 

ll,d thl.· ,'xl','rid:,,' ,,( Il.lIILi"'e', illln II1\.' f.JC.'\" 1\1 
1 \\ j., .11';,,1 ,;\r:III:,It,' \\ !:,·:I I kli 'lilt; 1.1\\ ',,1(.,,1 IHI1~d:'~'''' ,,( ,1;"ll\,lIh\, 'I:' 1\1111....11.'.1"'. ;A.. 1;11 "I 

Tm) tillllt!' h,IPP'.'Il,'d,1 h.· fl:,~t i~ tbl I '.\<:1lI (" d'dll ,'\.lilli' lip md ",I.: <IlIl',!iOIlS. ;lIa'l tlh' '1'11',
."flrl.: I(~r 1:;(' CIIII;,lr('I1'~ I.kf~·II'\' rllll\i ,m'; hq;;JH tiOII\ .Ir,· ,ol'hi~tii:,lt~·(1. They'd do \\'dl in m1l' "f 
tv II<:, the work of J !;IW\'.:r 1!'!llI' Ihl' ,kill,:. I 11,1.1 (;\litlll'~d,\S"';' Th~'y m'IY 11(\1 h.lw Illllrh \'dul'J , ., 
,l(\llIin:d 011 1"'Il:llf llf ,'hildrnt. Till' S,'l'fllld \\',1' timl, blf thl.'Y ,hI"\\' J "\1 \)1 karnill)l, :lIld lIlHiL-r. 

thai. iii J.lllll,lry, ;,r :hl' • ~(omll H'1ld:HioH of Bur!;,' ~t.lIldiJlJ.: \~!' tlw hUlllw nlllditioll ;,"d ",lloIt i, h;II" 
M:II,ha!l, I ,,<is .lb!,' 10 work ;Id the il1lpCadlllll'"1 pl'II':I!~ in Iltl' world :1I'(llmd \I'. And th,'r,' i~ J 

inquiry wlif d till' HOl"" Jlldkiarv COIl1!11 il H'I,', ~Il':)( nllllg,'r rh:lt ~o:llchow Ill!' sym'ul hI;' 1ll.1(il- I:' 

;o..;~'\'I'r !;'IVl' I Ih"'ll pl'llll<kr to tw ,I 1.1\\';>\'1', .1Il\'1 to w,lrk ,I~ain lor ,til Al1l1'ri,·;Uh, Pwb'lhl)'thl' l-.'1'l':ll
lw ,111 AllIl'rk:IIl, th,HI I W;t\ <.lUi ill;: tll(l~I' IllOlllh", l'~t t1m:.lt \\'l' haw is tlw ).:rowiJl~ Ii.'dillt! ;lIl1(ln~ 
working will1 B urk I' M,lI'sh •• lI ;lIlii 0\\\'11 r:i~~ .md ' t\~o 1I);\IlY (If (lUr I\'''~l\\' ,iti71'11~ t1ulil d;ll'<n't, 

John 1)0;11', ;lnd St' 1l\.~Ji~· mht'I~, indlldintr. tiw 01 w')rk !'Or tlll'lll. Al1ll "(hem" i~ dl'fiJh'd ill .1 \';1rkty 
lilY daSSl'luh:'~, as W\,·. stl1lg!!lC'd to dl'lim' till' n:m of W.IYS. Iravilllt OUI b'Ttat c1aSS(~~ of pl'~)plc. 
'\tirmioll;Jl rnc~llin~ \)tillll'c'"dlllll'll£, and 10 \';H'Y Whl'n W\' IWfl;' at Yll,' Ltw SChl~lll•.lr~.uill~. 
out om (ll>li~,\tiol1S w;,h thr hil!lll'H prot',:.'~it'JI;11 ';,orr; in~ al',)llf Wh.lt was A;ling l!1l ;m'lmd m, IV\' 

st.III(f;lrCK " W,IS hoth a !!l"'.!: rdid' ;'Ind, I (hou~ht. W,'fl' ilt)f \lilly :-.riwn m;lI1Y rl·.I~\)Il~ It.l hdi,,\',' ,h,lt 
:l hrrt'at nl;'dil to thl' l'n·~jdl,'nt wll,'11 )1n'~ilknt thl' S)'M,'111 ",m wnrk. thaI !:lW ran lw .1 WlII lil! 

Nixtlll r\',i!?,lwd, nut it wac; ,llS\) ;, r\· ...,undil11!vjc. I'o~iti\:l' dlan!!.l' illld t(>r lIpljrtil1~ t1w hlllll;lIl ,'on
lory (vr th,' ~yS\\'1ll th,lt I It;I.t ~tlltlll'.i :lnd !\';lJ'll('d diliol1, bUI In' wI'r,' ;llst! ~iwl1 l'X<lIllI'II'S of he·\\' 
:lbNIf ll\'f{' ii' thi.;, Khunl. 	 tlMt l'\.w!ti h,' dl'm'. I ~~'n~(' ;) 11,"\' ~pi"il of 01"'11. 
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That' h", lw~'n, ,I' Y"lI .111 ",..II kIlO\\, ~,111I1' nl.'~·' .Hld p('~lIin' l'!lI'!!!'· ;If('ltlllti \I~th.1I <';UI h\' 


JIllClltrlt of bWYl'r-h;'~hill~ ill till' t'SI \\'l'l'k~ ,11111 tr,lIld,ltl'd illw 'h.m~~' if Wl' ;Irl' (ommit!('d f(l ~l'l'


montla. ofren 1\11' politi'''I) rUI)'VS~'5, l1ftt'I\ ttl ill~ it thrc)ur,h. Ltwr~rs will hc illlPMt,lIlt ill ~o 


Illa!.;\' points th;'\[, (rankly. II;)\'\' ~'.lIlh' !!Nill (If truth nuny W:l)'~ tl' l1l~l.:in~ th,ll h:'PPCI'. \\'orkill~ \\'ilh 

in tlll'lll. But I think 'P,in C'!t 111\, ~Il',lt 1ll"~':1~',,' Ilf odll'T'. \\'orkillj.: thnlllgh mlr pwfl·~'ion. 


this 1;1\\ ~dllW! Ius h\.'clI llut hl'ill;: :l I.n\"r~·' nll'Jn~ '1'h\' I\.'~~on\ ,)1' Yak' 1"l\\, Sdh)ot tl1;11 I .:Jrr~' 


many diri-;;'rl'lll IhiJl~~, It Illl'an' h~il1).t ;1 I,"hlk with Ill\' ,'wry ~ill~k d.l}, II;IW ctl\J\'jl1(,'d JlII' th.lt 
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,I t'I,"lit!,.,,,,,, .111.1 l:~il.l~ ;':w', .;kill, III " I'.ln~'!y PI' 1.1\\ .'~ ,I ttlI'\. 1Il,ll.illi! Iho~" rd,ltill.l,hip' \\,,'rk, i, 
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SPEECH DELIVERED BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

at 

YALE LAW SCHOOL 

october 2, 1992 

Thahk, you. .Thank you. Thank you very much. . Thank you. 

Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank you. 

Thank you sp ~uch for that introduction and for that welcome. 

It is a remarkable feeling to come back toa place that has had 

such an influence on one "s life and have the last twenty years just 

dissolve before your ~ery...eyes, .ahd... i,t ..is ,w.ith, great gratitude that 

I thank the law school and the Alumni Association for inviting me 

to have this opportunity to speak with you for a few minutes. 

I said earller·to a group of friends· who were gathered over 

in Worcester Square at Sally's Pizza that of all of the occasions 

I l1ave experienced in the last year during this campaign· of· my 

husband' s for the presidency, the three that have been the most 
,. 

intimidating, caused me to lose the most sleep and worry, have been 

a return trip to my highschool, a commencement speech at Wellesley 

and this event . There is nothing like knowing you are about to 
.-. 

stand before 'people who have been your teachers, your professors, 

your classmates,. and. ho~dforth for a few minutes. It is both 

intimidating and, I have to confess, a little exhilarating. There 

are some things I have wanted.,to say to some of you for a very long 

time. 

But mostly today I am here to thank this law school. In many 
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of these stories that have been written during the last months, 

• particularly about some of the positions and issues that have been 

of importance to me, there has not been the credit due to the Yale 

Law School reported as it should have been, because much of what 

I believe and much of what I have worked for and much of what 

believe' is at' stake in this election ,is directly", related to my time 

at'the law school, and I would, if you would indulge me for a few 

minutes, just describe to you the way those various threads have 

come together in one life and perhaps offer some ideas as to how 

this law school will continue to carry out the tradition of 

provoking and challenging..and, teaching ,that. has so richly enriched 

my life • 

. I want to start by describing to you one of the letters that 

I received a week or two ago from the law school from the library. 

It now seems that because of a short film shown at the Democratic 

convention called "A Man From Hope", there is a steady· stream of 

people coming to the library to ask where Bill and I met. And, as 

with so many other things that happen in your past, there seems to 

be a division of opinion in my house. He is absolutely sure of 

where it occurred, and so am I. The problem is it is not the same 

place. So I'am seeking guidance from those of you who were there 

and hope that you will, in the same fine Yale Law School tradition 

that we all cherish, set us straight, because I clearly want ,more 

people coming to the library, for whatever reason, and view this 

as one minor contribution. Obviously, it pales in great 

significance 'to that of the wonderful gift that the Dean has 
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obtained from Lillian Goldman in New York, and I mention that 

because that gift will be used to refurbish the law school, plus 

bffer scholarships for women, pa~ti6ularly minority women, plus 
.ro 

continue to support the Day Care Center that I was honored help 

start at a'ceremony that. the Dean held when I happened to have been 

there a few years ago. So, for me it is just more than fitting 

that the library continues to playa major role in',my life, as well 

as the life of this law school. 

When I look back at the years that those of us in' the classes 

of 172 and '73 attended the law school, those were. difficult and 
. ' 

turbulent :times ...The:r:e,.:was ,a "lot of, confusion in our .minds; there 

were .many diff~rent argum~nts that. took place over food and drink 

and books, in and out 'of the halls, of the law school, over what 

direction our country was heading. A lot of passion, a lot of 

concern. And what, I remember most during that time is the 

seriousness with which all of us - students and professors - took 

the challenges that confronted our country. I remember w~th 

particular concern that spring of 1970 when there was so much 

disturbance in the streets of New Haven. There were challenges to 

the physical well-being of' our law school fa,cility. , And what 

remember most are two conversations I had duri,ng that time - one 

with Professor Fritz Kessler, and one with Dean Pollock. I' 

remember being very distressed at what was happening around us, and 

sitting outside the law school on the wall, just wondering what was. 

to become of our school, ou:.; country, 'and Professor Kessler stopped 

to visit with me, and he said, "You' know, bad things happen in 
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every society. I know. I!ve liyed through some of the worst. But 

you cannot be discouraged. You have to keep trying." And I 

remember one night when there had been a fire in the International 

Law Library, and Dean Pollock faced that as he faced so many 

situations during,that year - not only with g,race and dignity, but 

with a stated commitment ,to the continuing role of the law and how 

we had to view even disorder in a way that led us to think of 

reasonable and legally oriented solutions. 

That first year was also a turning point for me personally 

because I read a short TIME magazine article one day about a woman 

named, ,'Marianwr.ight, ,Edelma'n" ,a.,.graduate of. ,.the Yale Law School. 

And then shortly after, iIi looking at one of those 'bulletin boards 

that is flooded with pieces of paper announcing everything that, one 

can imagine going on at the University, I saw' a very small 

announcement of a visit she was going to be making, and I went to 

hear her speak. After hearing her speak about, her experiences as 

a civil rights lawyer, about her commitment to do what she could 

to ,use her Yale education on behalf of the poor, I went,up to her 

and asked her if I could work for her that summer, and she told me 

I was welcome to, but she had not money to pay me. I asked her if 

I could figure out how to be paid if I could work for her. Being 

a good Yale Law School graduate, she said, "Of course, if yori can 

figure out how to be paid." And I went back to the law school and 

visited the Dean's office and' visited the placement office and 

found something called,a,Law Student Civil Rights Research Council 

grant, 'which permitted me to go to work for, what was then the 
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Washington Research Project, an un~sual little grant that actually. , 

supported law students in trying to understand and further the work 

of civil. rights, 'and I was very. grateful for that opportunity. 

That. summer introduced me to the conditions in migrant labor camps, 

i'ntroduced me to the problems posed by segregated' academies that 

were 'fighting for tax.,-exempt sta~us under the Nixon Administration, 

and I came back to law school with a growing commitment on my part 

toward children, and particularly poor children and disadvantaged 

ones. How lucky I was therefore to find on the faculty., people 

like Joe Goldstein and Jay Katts, w~o had been working and studying 

about children ,and families ..and about ..what ,the law could or could 

not do for many years. Because of conversations with them, because 

of some research' that I was fortunate enough to do for them on a 

book they were writing with Ona Fraud and Al Solnet, I began to 

have the opportunity to think through a lot of the issues that 

impact on children, both visible and invisible, and the role that 

the law can and cannot play. All during this time there was a 

great amount of ferment and confusion about what was and wasn't the 

proper role of a law school education. We would have great 

arguments about whether we were 'selling out because we were getting 

a, law degree, whether in fact we should be doing something else, 

not often defined clearly but certainly passionately argued, that 

we should somehow be out there, wherever "there" was, trying to 

help solve the problems that took up so much of our time in 

argument and discussion. Most of stayed the course, most of us 

were committed to thinking of ways to use the law to further our 

• 
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particular concerns and interests in society. 

remember so well, the kinds or arguments we would have about 

constitutional law'and'how fortunate we are in this school to have 

so many theorists who approach that from different angles, but open 

our minds to inquiry about what is and is not appropriate 

interpretation. I remember so well the kinds of challenges that 

were posed in various seminars and the kind if ,difficulties that 

'all of us confronted in trying to reconcile the reason'ed, ordered 

world we were studying with what we saw around us. All through 

that time, there were so many on the law school faculty who were 

there to ,continue ,the conversation ,with ""us ., I was very fortunate 

this afternoon to receive a packet of materials from Charles Black 

who said that he could not be here but he was sending to me, as he 

has over the last twenty years, his latest writings about what 

should be done in order to further civil rights, his continued, 

impassioned advocacy against the' death penalty. He has never 

waivered for a minute in putting forward the eloquent arguments for 

and against what he, believes, and he wanted me to read ,them before 

I came to speak to you. And we are so fortunate to have that 

quality of concern. 

One 6f the thing~ that marked the Yale Law School then, and 

still does, is what the Dean referred to in his introduction - the 

people who have come before us who have made such contributions. 

And we are in such great need now of, all of our' continuing 

contributions. Certainly the problems that we face may not be 

, quite as dramatic as they were twenty years ago. Fortunately for 
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us, we don't see stores boarded up with fear of violence in New 

• Haven, but often boarded up because of economic decline. We are 

in a city where over a third of the children live in poverty, and 

up the road in Hartford, Connecticut, over 43%, the sixth highest 

percentage in the entire country. So the problems around us may 

not be so visible, but they are nonetheless very present with us 

and eating away in so many areas of the quality' of our lives 

together ... 

I was also fortunate when I ,left the law school for two things 

to happen. The first £is that I went to work for' the Children I s 

Defense Fund .and began to..do .the ,work .of. a .. lawyer, using ,the skills 

I had acquired on behalf of' children. The second was that in 

January, at the recommendation of Burk Marshall, L was' able to work 

on the Impeachment Inquiry Staff of the House Judiciary Committee. 

4It Never have I been prouder to be a lawyer and to be an American than 

I was during those mont~s, working with people like Burk Marsh~ll 

and Owen Fisk and Johh Dohi:' ~:u1d so many others, inc;:luding five of 

my classmates, as we struggled to find the constitutional meaning 

of impeachment and to carry out our obligations with the highest 

professional standards. It was both a great relief and, I thought, 

a great credit tq the Pre!?ident when President Nixon resigned. But 

it was also a resounding victory for the system that I had studied 

and learned about here at this school. 

There has been, as you all well know, some amount of lawyer 

bashing in the last weeks and months, often for political purposes, 

often to make points that frankly have some grain of truth in them, 
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but I think part of the great message of this law school has been 

that being a lawyer means many different things. It 'means being 

a public advocate, a' legislator, an executive; it means being a 

practitioner and using one's skills in a variety oJ areas; it means 

being a teacher; it means taking the lessons that we have been 

taught and using them to help further the goals of society as we 

see them. 

I have to tell you that during the last year as Bill and I 

have travelled around this country, we have seen so much to' be 

hopeful about. Yes, a lot of the statistics are grim,' and those 

of us ,whoar.e ,privileged ".and ,able ,to ...make good.li:vings for 

ourselves must always' keep our eyes open to the faces and the 

people behind those statistics. But there is also great'room for 

hope. Some of it springs from the human heart. and is there,' no 

matter what condition might exist, but some of it also springs from 

this deep'commitment that every American inherits, whether he or 

she admits it or even knows it, that we have a system that truly 

does work, if only we become involved in it. 

We have been privileged for the last several months t.o be 

travelling around on buses, which I commend to you. It is a way 

, 

of seeing things in a different light, kind of at eye level, 

instead of .flying over or whizzing by in. a 
" ~ 

car or a train. You are 

forced to interact with people. And we have had the experience of 

looking into the faces of hundreds of thousands of Americans. A 

lot of them come up and ask questions, and the questions' are. 

sophisticated. They'd do well in one of _____'s classes. They 
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may not have much education, but they show a' lot of learning and 

• understanding of the human condition and what is happening in the 

world around us . And there is a great hunger .that somehow the 

. system as' best described be made to work again for all ·Americans. 

Probably the greatest threat we ha:ve is the growing feeling. among 

too many of our fellow citizens that it doesn't work for them, and 

"them" is def,ined in a variety of ways, leaving' out great classes 

of people. 

,Here at the Yale Law School,. when we were th~re arguing, 

worrying about what going on around us, .we were given many reasons 

to .believe ,not only ..that ,the ,system .can work, that law' can be a 

tool for positive change and for uplifting the human condition, but 

we were given examples of how that could be done. I sense a new 

spirit of openness and positive energy around us that can be 

• translated· into change if we are· committed to seeing it through. 

'Lawyers will be important in so many ways to make that happen, 

working with others, working through our profession. But the 

lessons of the Yale La:w School that I carry with me every single 

day have convinced me' that the struggle to continue ·to try to 

define our lives ~ogether, using the law as a tool of making those 

relationships work., is one of the worthiest we could ever be 

'engaged in, and I am here mostly j'ust to say, "Thank' you for making 

that possible in my life and for giving me the understanding that 

took a while to really conceptualize. that we can all have. a role 

to play in making this country what it ought to be." 

Thank you very much. 

• 
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