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I regret that I cannot be with all of you this evening. So 

many of you have worked so hard on behalf of health care reform 

in the state of Washington. I want to take a moment to 

acknowledge a few of those whose leadership on this initiative 

has made a critical,difference: Governor Mike Lowry, former 

Governor Booth Gardner, State Representative Dennis Dellwo, State 

Senator Phil Talmadge and Dick Cooley. 

For many years, states have taken the lead in reforming the 

health care system -- by developing innovative solutions to the' 

health care crisis faced by their citizens. 

Many of the elements of the Washington Health Services Act 

mirror the essential elements of the national health care reform 

package that we are developing here. These elements include: a 

uniform benefit package which will be offered through certified 

health plans,a dramatic increase in access to health care and 

health care insurance, health care cost control, and the 

development of a public-private partnership where employers play 

. an important role in sharing in the responsibility of paying for 

health reform. 

The President'recognizes the innovation and leadership in 

health care that has occurred in the State of Washington. But 

finding a lasting solution to this country's health care crisis 



can't be done by states alone. Controlling costs, providing 

security, .and guaranteeing all Americans a comprehensive package 

of benefits are challenges for our entire nation to solve. 

That's why the President and this Administration have formed a 

partnership,with you in the states to take on this challenge 

together. 

Under the President's health care reform.proposal, the 

federal government will provide a broad framework for providing 

health security and controlling health costs, and states will 

continue to lead the way in making those guarantees a reality for 

all Americans. 
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Many thanks to the state of Washington for leading the way. 


You are all to be commended. Good bye. 
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