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MS. CLINTON: Thank you so much. This is such a 
, " treat. I had looked forward, to <::oming back to, Dartmouth. It 

gives,me such a real thrill to:be here with you, although I 
have to correct President Friedm~n for the second time today. 
Earlier he introduced me and said I had been at Dartmouth 
back in February of 1992 for my second visit. That was my' 
first visit.' This is my second visit. I told the crowd then 
that that doesn't count all the ,visits that I used to ,make to 
Dart~outh when I was,at Wellesley. ' 

I remember my very first visit to Dartmouth. I 
came up for some kind of meeting. I also came for a winter 
carnival. I came to the meeting and the meeting was being 
(inaudible) organized by Bobby Reich who is still organizing 
(inaudible) ~ost distinguished along with the secretary of 
Labor. I'll never forget we had this incredible discussion, 
pnd that was before ~here were any women at Dartmouth, at 
~east"incollege.' So I must say that I have never had a 
petter time, those of us who came to this meeting that Bobby 
~ice put on because there wer~ about 10 of us and about 400 

, Ibf you all. " 

But it is; it's a re~l treat to be back, especially 
,,for this occasion. What we are trying to do is to make good
bn what we said during the campaign when so many of you 'here 
~t the college work for my husband's candidacy both in the 
~rimaryarid then in the general election because you shared 
~ith us what we saw as a real historic opportunity, a chance 
Ito begin to deal" with a lot of the problems in 'our country, a' 
ch'ance to have a new vision of what it would mean to be a 
strong productive American in the 21st Century, how we could 
ensure that this country which ha~ given us all so mubh would 
continue to 'provide the o()portunity that you deserve to have. 

In the past year we have worked very hard to build 
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on that vision. We're very proud of' the record of 
! 

legislative accomplishments and the changes that have already 
begun. I don't think there is any program that is dearer to 
the president's heart and in which'h'e feels moreproniised 
~han the national service bill whlch was passed and signed 
~nto law which will begin next year; providing opportuniti~s. 
for yo~ng people'to do national service·and for thousands to 
6egin to finance their way ~hr6ugh college because they're 
~illing to do ~~rvice ~or America.. That's what 'a new America
I. •. .
V1Slon means. 

I . But· part of what still lies before us is to tackle 
a problem that is really one that has developed over decades, 
but which threatens to undermine ·one of the strongest parts 
bf our national heritage. There isn't any doubt that America 
~as the finest medical system in the world if you can afford 
to use it, if you cAn get there, if you caD take advantage of 
what it has to offer. 

I, There's also, no doubt,' that for tho~e who are weli 
insured there is a certain (inaudible) being taken care .of~ 
I. • • ' 

But lncreaslngly, even for'those of us who are lnsured, there 
~s no security. Every month 6.25 million Americans lose 
their health insurance. Usually they lose it because they 
bhange jobs or they're laid off or the business the~ are e. i.vorking for no longer will provide health care, but sometimes 
~t is b~c~use all of a sudden they can't be insured because 
~heY've got an illness or child has a problem that nobody 
wants to take care of. So even for those of us who are 
iiDsured, there isn't any real health security. 

What· the president. is absolutely committed to doing 
is providing a health care reform that first and foremost to 
~ive everyone of you the absolute confidence that no matter 
~ho you work for, no matter where you 'live, no matter whether 
'you have a preexisting conditionwhich is ·i.J'lsurance language 
for having been sick and maybe still havi6g something you' 
have to take care of, like diabetes, that you will al~ays; 
always be able to afford to have your health care needs met. 

: ' 

I'm very grateful for the leadership ':that many 
people are giving to this great reform effort. 'I'm grateful 
that Congressman Sanders will join us today from Vermont and 
I am particularly pleased.·that Congressman (inaudible) would 
announce his endorsement of the health care reform, the 
Health Security Act today here at his home state. 
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• But you know there has been efforts in the past to 
reform our health care system. This is nota problem that is 
I new. Back in the days of your grandparents' and great 
4randparents, Franklin Roosevelt thought that 'he would use 
social security which would let millions and millions of 
Americans in their older years out of (inaudible), poverty and 
then he would do health security,' but he couldn't get it 
done. 

I Then Preside~t Truman along andcame in 1945 said 
~e have to make sure that every per.son in America has health 
insurance, no matter what their rate or their residence or 
their economic ~tatus is. 'But he tried in 1945, he tried in 
1947 and he couldn't get it done because there was so many 
interests that said why do we need to do that. We don't need 
to worry about that now. Then in the 1960s President Johnson 
~as able to ~~tthrough both Medicare and Medicaid, tw6 
brograms that have made a huge differ.ence in the lives of 
millions. of America~s. 

I Many of yo~r parents, my grandparents were on 
, ~edicare which enabled them to deal, my father's last days, 
~ith very severe hospitalization and medical costs and 
knowing that they wouldn't have to sell their house. They 
~ouldn'tgo bankrupt. They'd have to pay something' but it 
~asn't going to destroy what they had saved all those years. 
Now we know that the changes that were made then made this a 
~ore human~ and better society for the very poor (inaudible) 
elderly. 

I .... President Nixon t~ied to get health care reform 
~hrough in the early 1970s. Again,it didn't go anywhere. 
Now is the time.' Yes, the~e will be great discussion in our 
66untry for ihe next months. I/mthrille~ to see some 6f 
I. ' . • ' 
~hese slgns wher~ clearly people are .In, the campuses aroUnd 
America becoming involved and intere~ted in what health care 
~ecurity will mean to them. 

I . I remember very ~ell when ± was in college I didn't 
think about health insurance~ It wasn't something that was 
dn the top of my mind. I realize that I might rieed it 
~omeday. 'It wasn't really until I was married and probably, 
hot really, until I was a parent. that I ~egan to understand 
~hat it would mean to me'if I didn't, have health insurance 
and what it means to millions of Americans every day. 

I just want to tell you just a very few little 
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stories that.may reflect something 'in your own experience 
~bout why this "is important for everybody•. Remember, what we 
~re trying to do is not just to take care of those people who 
~et up every dayand'goto work. I bet some of your families 
fall into this category, but they don't make quite enough 
~oDey to be able to afford insurance and their employers 
don't help them. They are uninsured. 

I . Yes, we'r.-e going t<;> make sure that ev7ry American 
always has health.care benef1ts. I don't want 1n the next 
years to go around our country and to talk to .the people I've 
talked with with the stories they havet9 tell me~ . 

I I sat in'the living ~oom of'a small farmhouse in 
Iowa with four or five families who opened their books to 
~how me what it cost them to try to keep health insUrance and 
~ry to make a living on the farm. There was one family
I • .

because the father had had an acc1dent on the farm and one of 
~heir children had diabetes they were paying $9,000 a year
J

for h~alth insurance. That w~s as much as they made from 
their farm on some years. 

/' .' I've be7n 11! New Orleans talking to people who 'have 
worked all of the1r 11ves for the same company but never 
bould afford insurance. I had a woman look. at me and say
I', , , . ., t' . 

['ve worked here 15 years and I've alwa,ys tr1eq to 'take care 
hf myself. Every year I'd go and get' a physical and I'd pay 

. ,for it out of my own pocket 'becaus~ I want to stay healthy '. 
Last year, she said, the doctor found a lump in my breast and 
kent me.to a surgeon; The surgeon said, you know, .if you had 
~mmrance we woul,d biopsy it for $50.' Why ,don't we just 
watch it? I thought to myself what if that had been me or my 
bother or my friend. 

I talked to small business people. You can't get 

insurance in tbday's market withoutp~ying an exorbitant 

~~ount o~ money becausew¢discri~inateagainst small 

I ' • '.' . 

pusiness people. I'ye looked at a mother ~nd a father who 
pad left their jobs where they had :fnsurance because they 
fanted ~o start, a small bu~iness~ but now they couldn't 
afford 1nsurance~ The mother sa1d she had told her two sons 

'b6n't play sports this year,boy~, b~cau~e if you get hurt~ 
~e can't afford it. . 

I talked to another smail:'businessperson who 
insures his family and his four employees and their families. 
And then all of ' a sudden, one of his long-time employees had a 
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child with Down's Syndrome. That's the young man whose hand 
I shook as I was coming through the corridor there, working 
! •• •• '.here, maklng hlS cohtrlbutlon to government. But th1s man 

·1 •• '.when he was facedwlth the lnsurance company had sald we're 
going to have to raise your rates and we mean high because 
you've got this employee with a Down's Syndrome child and my 
friend said what can I do about that. The agent said well, 
~ou can fire him. That shouldri~t b~ a c~oice anybody has to 

rake. Those are the stories that remain every day in 
America that,move us to say we can be better than this. We 
know th is the smartest, richest, strongest (inaudible) 
nation in the world in solving problems. It's about time we 
put our minds to work and solve this one. Once we solve it, 
we will have provided health insurance for every American no 
katter who they are, where they live, who they work for, or 
1
whatever happens to them. ' . 

~ '. We would have done something else. We would have 
made a statement about what our values are as a people. We 
kould have said that it's time we got back to iaking dare of 
~ach other in this country, how we view· each other as members 

".pf a great extended community, where some of:us maybe can 
help out a little bit to make sure people get taken care of
I ' ' 
and want to do that because there, but for the grace of God,
I go you or I. 

I . TBis is a debate' about health care. I hope you all 
,read this book which is ,going to be ,in the library or be in 
~he bookstore. I will give this tOPre~id~nt Friedman to 
have available. But more than that, I hope·you will think 
~bout what we are trying to achieve in our country and what 
I ,;. • , ". •,opportun1t1es there are for your generat1on, be eng'aged 1n 
6aking sure we are always, always on the cutting edge of 
bhange and promise and possibilities so that America lives, us 
to its promise to you the way it did for me and my husband. 

Thank you all very muSh.. 

(Applause.) 


