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REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY TO
AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION
VIA SATELLITE

'MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. I want to
thank you, and I want to thank Dr. Harris for that long
welcome and for giving me this opportunity. I want to thank
all the members: the American Dental Association, who have
been working in the interest of health care reform, and
particularly those members who have served directly in some
capacity with our efforts here in Washington.

I am honored to be able to speak to a group of
professionals who represent the field of dentistry. We have
looked to your successes as nodels for the goals that we are
trying to obtain with the provision set forth in the
President’s health security plan. ‘I want you to know that
this plan realizes and really recognizes the intergrown role
that oral health plays in overall health care. And that is
why I am here today. Because none of us could, I imagine,
draft a health care reform bill that would be agreed to by
everyone at a hundred percent. But I think every one of us
agree that all Americans should have access to affordable
high quality health care.

And I know that some of you have heard me talk
about the reasons why we are doing what we are doing today:
human reasons. The thousands of health care horror stories
that I and you have heard around our country; both during the
last year and since the President took office, and the '
economic stories about the cost of what health care is really
exacting from us as businesses or families or government.

We have listened to these stories and heard the
pleas for reform. We took the ideas offered to us, and we
didn’t forget them. We didn’t forget the stories while the
legislation was being drafted, that the President delivered
to the Congress. : o

The President said during his inaugural speech that
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"there is nothing wrong with America that cannot be fixed by
what is right with America." That’s how we approach
reforming health care, with that same attitude. Although the
current health care system works, and works extremely well
for many Americans, it doesn’t work for everyone, and it
cannot be guaranteed that it will always be there for.
everyone. I think that’s a very important issue. '

There are none of us in our current health care
system who can know exactly what we will be able to afford,
or what insurance we will be able to have, this time next
year. What works with the current system needs to be
preserved. But what is broken needs to be fixed so that it
does work for all of us now and into the future.

The Health Security Act  is a product of countless
hours of hard work and tough decision making on the issues
that surround health care although some disagree. on the
measures that need to be taken in order to reform our health
care system. We have decided on a plan that we believe
reaches the middle ground. We are incorporating concepts
that will move us toward a more market-oriented competltlve
systen.

We believe we have to reform the insurance market.
And we are taking certain elements of other plans that
guarantee universal coverage and administrative
simplification as well. We need, at the very end of this
process, to attain the ultimate goal of universal coverage
for every American.

The Health Security Act incorporates six basic
‘principles. The first being security, which involves
guaranteeing a set of benefits to all Americans. Included in
our plan is a comprehensive benefit package that provides
coverage for preventive services such as immunization,
specific screening tests, and periodic checkups. All of
these will be determined on a periodic basis depending upon
the best scientific method, and some will be offered at no
cost because they are really public health issues and need to
be made available to every American.

The covered benefits package will include emergency
dental treatment for adults. And for children the package
will cover diagnosis for dental disease, including oral
dental exams and fluoride application. Children will also be
covered for filling and limited orthodontics. We hope to
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expand this package as we realize savings, because of health
care reform, by the year 2001, to include preventlve dental
care for adults and orthodontla for children if it is
necessary to prevent reconstructive surgery.

The most important aspect of these beneflts,
however, is that they can never be taken away. Not if you
move and take a different job. Not if you have an illness
which carries the title of preexisting condition. You will
always be insured. '

The second principle is simplicity. We will try to
simplify the current system making it more efficient both for
the provider and the consumer. One way to achieve simplicity
is by reducing the excessive paperwork. We intend, first of
all, to issuing a health security card. 1In addition to
guaranteelng a comprehensive set of benefits, this card will
help streamline medical billing procedures and will
essentially force the use of a standard claim form. We will
be following dentistry’s needs with the use of a standard
claim form for all medical procedures.

The use of a standard claim form will also enforce’
the saving, our third principle. Administrative costs take
up as much as 40 percent of every dollar spent on health care
by small business and the self-employed. We also will obtain
savings by ‘increasing competition among various health plans.
Competition we believe will motlvate health plans to provide
quality health care.

And that brings us to the fourth principle,
quality. We presently have quality health care, the best in
the world. But unfortunately that quality is oftentimes not
understood because we do not have adequate information
distributed to consumers, and it is not evenly distributed to
everyone who needs it. We want to be able to increase the

- accountability to determine quality so we can provide our

health professionals with the best information and technology
available. We want to invest in research for new treatment
and cures for diseases, but we also want to expand research
into prevention of disease.

We will not be able to obtain truly high quality
health care without putting more emphasis on primary and
preventive care. Primary and preventive care, as you know so

well, are key responsibilities because they are the
foundation for building an affordable high quality health
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care system.

As the debate over health care continues, there are
some groups that will tell the public that, really, whether
this plan works or not, they will not have their choice in
their own doctor. That is not true. The Health Security Act
preserves and in fact increases the right to choose your own
doctor, and will increase the health care options available.
The President’s plan will preserve choice.

As I was waiting for the opportunity to address
you, I heard a little bit of the discussion you were having.
And I heard some discussion about a fee-for-service indemnity
approach to providing dentistry. In fact, under the
President’s plan, what we are going to do is require that fee
for service be available in every region of the country. And
choice is now going to be the choice of the individual, not
of the employer.

If you look at what is happening today, as your
debate seem to suggest, many employers are making cost-
conscious decisions that limit the choice of their employees.
We want to expand choice. And if individuals want to choose
an HMO or a network of physicians and other health care
professionals, or want to have the traditional fee-for-
service network available, that is what real choice means,
and that’s what this plan will absolutely provide.

The sixth principle is responsibility. The Health
Security Act calls for responsibility from every aspect of
the health industry. For drug companies to keep prices down
without the government setting prices. The plan calls for
responsibility to stop outrageous and expensive malpractice
suits. And the plan asks everyone to pay their fair share
for health care coverage.

These six principles are the basis of the Health
Security Act. However, this country will never attain
quality health care without adequate primary and preventive
care. I know that dentists have long been emphasizing the
importance of preventive care, stressing the need for regular
checkups and teeth cleaning to avoid having to come back
somewhere down the road needing expensive work.

I understand that 60 percent of all dental
procedures are for diagnosis and prevention. I am also told
that 80 percent of dentists and general practitioners will
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only refer to specialists when it is unavoidable and
necessary. These are the kind of statistics that this
country needs for all health care professionals, particularly
doctors. These are the kind of statistics that will enable
us to have a health care system that each and every American
deserves and can access if we begin to move toward more
generalist, more widely distributed, so that real access can
occur. :

We have to reform the system so that there is more
funding going toward the training of primary care givers.
Because right now there is definitely more incentive to
become a specialist. 1In 1990, 66 percent of the doctors in
the United States were specialists. Only 34 percent were
primary care givers. It is imperative that this number
change. We need to move closer to the ratio we have in
dentistry to achieve some balance between the amount of
primary care givers and specialists in our country.

We have to produce an incentive for a doctor to
want to go into the urban and rural and inner city areas of
this country that are slowly deteriorating because there are
no health care professionals. One way we will do this is by
expanding the National Health Service Corps which sends
health professionals into these communities.

We also want to build a program of grants and loans
to support health care professionals, hospitals, and clinics
who are willing to serve these underserved communities. We
cannot accomplish these goals without your support. Our
country is well equipped with the tools to fix our health
care system. We have the world’s best health professionals
and we are at the front of making medical advances. But we
know that there are problems that, if left unaddressed, will
only worsen. And we cannot stand by and let that happen. It
is time for everyone to urge Congress to answer the call for
health care reform.

And what I would like each of you to do is to learn
everything you can about the President’s plan. Coming to
your bookstores and your public libraries will be a book that
looks like this, that contains in very straightforward
language what is in the legislation. Obviously, legislation
has to be much longer, as much as what I heard you all
debating the various issues that are being considered before
the ADA. Oftentimes it goes on for many pages as you attempt
to be very precise and to insert words and to change
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punctuation.

But what we need to do is to make clear that we
know what the plan is. And that’s what this book is for.
The more people know about what is in the plan, and what its
principles are, the more I believe people will support the
underlying goals and want to be part of making the changes it
proposes. It is going to take all of us working
constructively together to reach the goal of universal
coverage for all Americans. .

It will, of course, be a tough debate, but it’s a
debate worth having. And it is a goal worth fighting for.
The President is committed to health care reform, and
- committed to implementing the six principles that I have laid
out today: security, simplicity, quality, saving, choice and
responsibility. Many of the details will be open to all
kinds of debate and discussion. But they have to be measured
against whether we will achieve these principles that will
help ensure that America has an effective health care system.

Most importantly, the President will sign this plan
only if it does provide two fundamental guaranteed features:
universal coverage and a comprehensive benefits package that -
will be guaranteed to all Americans. If we meet this
challenge, we will have met the greatest challenge of our
time. And in a funny way every deneration in every time has
to confront a particular challenge.

We know that if we do nothing -- and that’s really
what we should compare any plan against, what will happen if
we do nothing -- we will continue to spend more and more
money. We will see more and more people lose the insurance
they currently have because the cost will become more and
more difficult for employers to bear.

We will see government benefits, like Medicare and
Medlcald cut back under budgetary pressures, which will in
turn force more cost-shifting on to the private sector to
those of us who are insured, and will squeeze more people out
of the government system into the ranks of the uninsured,
which will in turn create more uncompensated care that will
put even more pressures on our health care facilities and
-professionals.

We can break that cycle. We can begin now to make
it absolutely clear we intend to do what Americans have
always done. We have finally faced up to our challenges to
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'fix this problem, to preserve what works in the American
health care system, and to put it on a stable financial
footing with a base of security below which no one will fall,
and an opportunity to increase and enhance the quality and
choice and responsibility inherent in a reform system. That
is our challenge. And I appreciate your time today for
letting me explain it to you, and look forward to answering
some guestions with you. Thank you all very much.

(Unrecorded gquestion)

MRS. CLINTON: I think that the most important way
is by recognizing the integral role that dentistry plays and
should play in health care benefits. All too often when
people talk about health care, they do not include dentistry
and the benefits of dentistry. We think it is very
important, and have from the beginning, that dentistry be
included in a comprehensive benefits package that will be
available to all Americans. A benefits package that is
similar to what is available now in the insurance policies
offered by some of our leading corporations, but which is not
always available even to those who are insured, without
additional cost.

So I think the most important contribution that the
health care reform effort will make on behalf of dentistry is
including dental benefits from the very beginning in health
care reform and in the benefits package that will be
guaranteed to all Americans.

(Unrecorded question)

MRS. CLINTON: We have been very helped by the good
~work that representatives of the'ADA and other professionals
in the field of dentistry have brought to our understanding
of these issues. There are a variety of issues confronting
the delivery of medical care that are similar to making sure
dental care is widely available particularly.in underserved
rural and urban areas. So we do think there is some
comparison there that is to the benefit of both med1c1ne and
dentlstry.

But we also know there are differences. One I
alluded to earlier which is the distribution of dentists
between generalists and specialists; a very different problem
than what we have in medical care. In some respects we
believe dentistry will actually be better positioned to take
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advantage of health care reform because of that distribution.
There may be an opportunity for even increasing
some of the supply and the placement of dentists throughout
the country to make sure that in' the benefits package the
promise of dental care can be delivered. And we have
incentives that will reach out to encourage dentists to
practice in underserved urban and rural areas so that we can
take advantage of the services that will be reimbursed,
sometimes for the first time, in some of those areas.

(Unrecorded statement)

MRS. CLINTON: Théhk_ybu very much. Thank you.

* % % * %
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