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. MRS. CLINTON: -- forward and I thought back, as
I’'m sure many of you in this room did, to that convention
nearly two years ago now. And I thought back about how so
many of you in this party, in this State, believed what Bill
Clinton was saying, believed that America could be better,
believed that there was nothing wrong with America that
committed Americans couldn’t solve if we got about the
business of doing it. (Applause.)

And all week long we have been jugdling schedules
and trying to figure out how to get it done, and your
wonderful Chairwoman here has been mighty patient, and I’ve
remembered all during the week people kept saying, "This is
just impossible. There’s no way to get this done. You can’t
go to Orlando on Saturday." And the President and I kept

saying, "Oh, yes, we can. We owe a lot to the Florida

Democratic party." (Applause.)

You know, I’d be less than honest if I didn’t tell
you I was real tired at the end of this week. I don’t know
if any of you have ever had an experience like that, but
sitting still and answering questions in front of about a
million cameras, it seemed, is kind of exhausting and I kept
thinking to myself, "Golly, I wonder if I'm even going to be
able to get up on Saturday morning."™ And then I thought, not
only do I have family in Florida, we have an extended family
of thousands and thousands of people who got up a lot of
mornings and went out and spread the message of what we
wanted to get done for America. (Applause.)

And you know, in Florida the motto is -- I‘ve been
told -- is, "Live it." ‘And if we’re going to live it, that
means living it every single day, never forgetting about what
we’re trying to do together. And how can we forget with the

~ kind of leadership that you have in this State? I don’t

think there is a braver, more committed, more consistent, or
better governor in the entire country than Lawton Chiles, and
I’m just proud to be here with him. (Applause.)
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You know, I find it always so interesting that a
lot of times in the past couple of years in our country we’ve
postponed making hard decisions. You know, we’ve just kind
of put them off for somebody else to worry about. And during
the 1980s that was particularly common, as the Federal
Government just kind of kept putting them off and not paying
attention to what was going on, whether it was in our cities
or our rural areas, in our Government, in our business
sector, in our health care industry. Everybody just kept
putting them off. ‘

Well, as the Governor knows, - ‘when you’re the
governor you don’t have the luxury of printing money like
some previous federal governments have done. You actually
have to figure out how to balance the books and get things
done, and that’s what he has been doing. And there’s not a
better slogan than "Just do it."™ Not only for him in

Florida, but for this whole country when we face up to what

needs to be done. (Applause.)

And then I don’t know how to say enough good things
about our friend and your Lieutenant Governor, Buddy McKay,
and Chairman of the Clinton/Gore campaign in Florida. The

very first time I met Buddy McKay, I came down to Florida
‘when Bill was still Governor of Arkansas and there was a

meeting about how to improve education, and there he was. He
was a member of Congress. A lot of members of Congress
hadn’t really focused on education yet. This was a long time
ago, more than 10 years ago, and Buddy was there on the front
lines as he has been, along with the governors, taking a hard
look at what needs to be done to make government work better
for people. And because of that, he has given consistent
leadership as well to the Democratic Party, so that all of
us, in Florida and around the country, can look and say,
"Look what they’re doing, and look what the Lieutenant
Governor is accomplishing," and I’m very proud of him.
(Applause.)

And I‘'m also -- I’m just delighted to be in a State that
is smart enough to send Bob Graham to the United States
Senate. (Applause.) And you know, it is a great pleasure to
be here with members of Congress, members like Congressmen
Peterson and Bacchus, and Congresswomen Meek and Brown and
Congresswoman Thurman. You have a delegation here in this
State that does you proud, that really pays attention to what
Florida needs and understands. And what Florida needs is
what the country needs, and needs to be done. (Applause.)
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So, you see, for all those people and all of you who
have been with us and worrying with us about how to turn this
country around, I just had to come. And I’m awfully glad I
was able to do that. (Applause.)

We have a lot to look back on already in the last nine
months, as we see the way the whole debate in the country is
changing and as we see that we are finally no longer putting
off some of these hard decisions, but willing to make them.
And we’ve been able to do that because of the conversation
that has been occurring -- not just in Florida, but around
America -- about what kind of people we want to be, what are
our values, what kind of communities do we want to live in,
what kind of country do we want to have as we move toward the
21st century.

And already we can point and see the difference that a
new President, a new Administration, a new attitude makes.
(Applause.) We have had some important major accomplishments
already. We have finally passed a Family and Medical Leave
Act that a President would sign. (Applause.) We have
finally changed the voter registration laws with the Motor
Voter law so that all Americans will be able to participate.

We have set new directions in trying to be responsible
in our government, especially with our budget. A lot of
people talked about doing something about the deficit., It
took a Democratic President, a Democratic Administration, and
a Democratic Congress to actually get it done. (Applause.)

And as the President said in his video, there are so
many features of that change in budgetary and economic policy
that will benefit people in Florida. Literally hundreds of
thousands of families that work hard for a living will now be
given some extra funding to help them with their family needs
and their children’s needs, because they will no longer be
living in poverty and having to pay taxes on poverty wages,
They’ve been lifted up out of that and they can make good
decisions for their family. And that is not just economic
policy, that is a statement of value that people who work
hard for a living and take care of their children and play by
the rules should be rewarded. And instead of rewarding those
who don’t, let’s start rewarding those who do. (Applause.)

And you know, a lot of people have made a lot of
speeches about welfare reform, haven’t they? Bill Clinton
made the first concrete step toward welfare reform when he
took people who work hard for a living out of poverty and
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gave them some benefits in the tax system. And now we’re
going to take the second step, which is to give health
insurance to every American, so that no American will ever be
afraid of losing their health insurance. And do you know
what that does? That also sends a very clear message that no
longer will people on welfare have an advantage over people
who get up and serve you at lunch today, and take care of
their kids, because a lot of the people who work hard for a
living and get up and do their work, they don’t have health
insurance. But if you’re on welfare, you do have health
insurance and it’s time we gave working Americans health

‘insurance. (Applause.)

This is an issue that goes way beyond politics as usual,
it goes way beyond partisan politics. This is an issue that
comes right out of the daily life experiences of millions and
millions of Americans. The President decided to take on
health care when he knew that it was one of the most
complicated, difficult, controversial issues ever to be taken
on -- which is why we haven’t done it for more than 50 years.

But he just has this kind of funny belief that he was
elected President to actually help people, and so he decided
he would take it on no matter how tough it was going to be.
(Applause.) And for nine months now I’ve been working with a
lot of really wonderful people, a lot of people from this
State who have given us a lot of good help, and particularly,
a lot of good advice based on the landmark legislation that
Governor Chiles got passed here in the Florida leqlslature.
(Applause.)

And this issue touches all of us. This is not an issue
about any one group. This is an issue about every single
American, because so long as any American is in danger of
losing his or her health insurance, we all are. Even if now
you have a good health insurance plan, can you look .yourself
in the mirror and say that a year from now you will have
exactly what you have now and will be paying the same thing
for it? Do you even know if you will be employed by the same
company you work for now, if they are helping you with your
insurance?

A lot of people who used to take their health insurance
for granted, who worked for big companies all over this
country have found out they were just a pink slip away from
being uninsured. Do you know whether, heaven forbid, you’ll
find out in the next year that some member of your family has
some kind of illness, or has suffered some kind of accident
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which will make that member uninsurable? You don’t know, I
don’t know. All of us live with insecurity when it comes to
whether or not, if we ever really need it, that health
insurance will be there for us.

And no matter what happens in the upcoming debate, the
one absolute principle the President will never compromise on
is that when this legislation is finally through Congress and
on his desk to sign, it must ensure that every American will
always have health care and health security that can never be
taken away, under any c1rcumstances, into the future.
(Applause.)

We are so committed to health care -- and I love seelng
all of these signs out there, because that’s what it’s going
to take to make sure it gets done, and to make sure it gets
done right. 1It’s going to take thousands of people at the
grassroots level asking the right question. ,

Any time somebody comes and says they have an
alternative to what the President proposes, I want you to ask
them these questions: Does it guarantee that I will have
health coverage always? Does it guarantee that no matter who
I work for, where I work, where I live, I will have health
care coverage? Does it guarantee that if I get sick, or
someone in my family gets sick, I will have health care
coverage? Does it guarantee that I will have a package of
benefits that amounts to good, decent health care coverage?
Does it make sure that we simplify this system and get rid of
the paperwork and cut through the red tape and get rid of the
bureaucrats and get back to the business of taking care of

- people? Does it give me choices as to who I can choose to be

my doctors and my hospitals and my health care providers? °
Does it guarantee quality? Does it make sure that we learn .
more about what works and then try to make that more
available, so that all Americans have better access to
better, high quality medical care? Does it help us save
money in the system that we currently have? Does it begin to
weed out the waste and the fraud and the abuse that we know
is in the system? And does it make everybody responsible?
Does it eliminate the free ride that too many people have
had, so that when they show up to get health care the rest of
us pay the bill? Does it establish responsibility as a

“primary value? (Applause.)

Now, as the President has said many times, we’re going
to be moving through this process, working out details with a
lot of people who really care about providing high quality
health care to Americans -- Republicans and Democrats. It’s
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going to be a process that will go on over the next month.
But if we keep the basic principle in sight we will make the
right decision. And the President will be there protecting

. what we need to protect to make sure that all of us -- the

young, the old, the rich, the poor, every one of us --
becomes secure. -

Because we believe that if we can make ourselves and our
people more secure, if we can begin to deal with our economic
problems so that we can provide more economic security, if we
can provide health care that is secure for everyone, if we
can finally take on the violence that stalks our communities
to give people the sense of physical security they deserve to
have where they live, by taking guns out of the hands of
teenagers and others who are killing themselves and one
another.

That is what we owe each other. And we deserve to
have that sense of security. . Because on that basis,
economics, and health, and physical security, we can build
the kind of risk taking, forward looking, optimistic
businesses and individuals that we need to move this country
forward.

Just think about it for a minute. Do you feel when
you have a sense of insecurity you’re ready to take on the
world? If you have to wake up every morning worrying because
you’ve got a sick child and you‘re not sure you have
insurance to cover it, are you going to get out there and try
to figure out how to do your job better to make sure we’re
competitive? If you live behind seven dead bolts in your
apartment and are afraid to go out after 6 o’clock at night,
are you a secure American?

And we need to end that kind of insecurity in this
country. We need people to get up every day and work hard
and be excited about what the challenges they confront are.

And at bottom, when you look at all the things that
my husband is trying to do, it is to try to restore that
sense of security to America. An America that faces new
challenges around the world, that has to compete in new ways,
has to be willing to take risks, to push peace in the Middle
East -- thank goodness -- and be willing to stand for
democracy in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.
These are exhilarating but also very challenging times which
call for a secure and positive and hopeful and optimistic
America.
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And I sense in the faces of the people I see that
after years of being beaten down, of seeing that paycheck not
get any fatter, no matter how hard you work, of worrying
about what happens to your children and wondering whether

their future will be as bright as the one we inherited -- I

sense a return of that hopefulness and optimism that people
my age took for granted when I was growing up. \

I never had to worry about the future as a young
perscn, I was an American. I knew the dream was out there.

'If I did what I was supposed to do I would be able to take

part in it. I now see too many young people who are worried
that it won’t be there for them. And it is up to us, up to
those of us who believe in our political system, who are
committed to making it work, to restore that sense of
security, starting with decent federal economic policy that
reward work; health care security that takes care of people
and makes them responsible; changes in the way we deal with
what happens in the violent sections of our towns and our
states; a willingness, again, to make the tough decisions
because we know that if we just do it we will move forward
together.

That is the kind of America that I believe in, that
I love, and that I am exhilarated to see coming to flower
again before our eyes. I know .that we can say honestly now
the future is brighter. And every one of the nay-sayers,
those who would rather destroy than build, we’ll still hear
their voices, they will be out there carping and complaining
because things are not going exactly as they would like
because they’ve had it going their way for so long.

But now it is time to say this is a state and
country where we want everybody to rise together, where we
believe there is no "them," but only "us," where we want to
reward everyone who makes a commitment to the future, and
where in the next years all of us, every one of us, will feel
that sense of pride, of belonging, not just to a great
political party like the Florida Democratic Party, but a
country that is moving forward, that we are, in our own way,
making a contribution to that progress.

These are exciting times to be a Democrat. But I
would say they are even more exciting because of what you’re
doing and what the Administration is doing to be an American.
And that, after all, is what we all care about.

Thank you all very much. (Applause.)
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