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' f~ THE FIRST LADY AT

NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS HEALTH SUMMIT ‘ -
; LENNOX, SOUTH DAKOTA.. S

. MRS. CLINTON" Thank you very much for that warm'
welcome, ‘and it is'iso great for me to be back in South
Dakota.” I am just Fhrllled to have this chance to visit: with -

. as many. of you.as possible and to hear the storles of

.analysts' who represpnt 80 many dlfferent perspectlves about
health care. IR VL :

I am alsq dellghted to be here w1th the Senator ‘
from South Dakota, ﬁenator Daschle, who clearly was the -
‘motivating: force- behlnd this ‘Great Plains. Summit, ,and’ ‘who .in -
many ways is one’ oﬁ the’ finer motivating forces for health .-
care reform in the|Senate. 'I am very grateful for his
leadershlp and hls*help throughout thls process. :

‘I am also dellghted to be here with' the other

. members of the Congre331onal delegations from the states

surrounding us. ‘I am pleased that’ ‘'we have representatlon
here from South Dakota, from North Dakota, and Mlnnesota,.and

. Nebraska, and I belleve even some people are here from Towa. .

\

RIS So I want espe01ally to thank the governors who are-

ﬁ.here, the senators who are here,  and members of Congress,'and
- ‘Secretary Espy ‘of the Department of Agrlculture.

What . I would llke to do ‘is just spend a few mlnutes\

‘talklng generally. %bout health care reform and move to what
is generally the most important part of forums, such as this, |

and that is hearlng the real llfe experiences and questlons
of the people who - are here.’

S It’s fltﬁlng that we are here in February as 1t was
February of last year when, I. thlnk I attended my very flrst
-health care forum in Iowa. I went there and had the RN
opportunlty to VlSlt with rural citizens in the living room f
of a home of a farm famlly.( I sat w1th four farm families
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g'and‘aotually looked at thelr expense books.' They showéd me

" what their health. care expenses were. -They talked to me '
about costs that they face because of health care, :both

. because of accidents and 1n]ur1es which are among the hlghest
'in agrlculture than in. any- of our industries or econemic
activities, but also because of the aging of our farm
families’ and the addltlonal health problems that come w1th
,that. T S ‘

Then we went to a forum 51m11ar to thls and heard
‘the stories of- what people are d01ng to deal with their

o health care needs . Occasionally’ in the last year some people

have. lost sight" olithose 'stories and those people. ''We have

- forgotten that. the ‘reason we are hav1ng this forum today is
not ‘because of some policy issue 1n Washlngton, but: because

‘ of what is happening to: mllllons ‘and millions of Americans

~ every single day. )}And also because unlquely in our country,
.among all of the other advanced economies 1n the world,. we. do
ﬂnot guarantee health securlty to anyone, no one. : :

T Yes, there are those in thlS gymna51um who are well
'1nsured today Your members of Congress have health
insurance that you pald for because you are their employer. o
You . contrlbute to. thelr health insurance, they. contribute,
and they are secure for as long as they are members of .
'Congress i . A
, But there is' no guarantee that they or anyone ‘else
‘in this gym will ‘be eligible for health 1nsurance at the same
. price next 'year to 'cover the same services that they are .
eligible for today. That is what is really dr1v1ng this
debate. It is as though we all woke up one mornlng and
‘reallzed that because some of us weére obv1ously 1nsecure ——
the gentleman that. I just met on the- street in Lennox, who

~grabbed my hand and said, ’"I have worked hard all my life- and

I am- unlnsurable wi

,g . R .
. Yes, we know*there are mllllons of those Amerlcans
- among us but this.is really a debate about all of us.. And
‘what we. are going to be called upon to do is - deolde how to-
provide health seourlty, that ‘can never be taken away, as a
- right of every Amerlcan. Now, why is that an 1mportant
;'de0151on for us, to oontemplate ‘now? .-
' It’s 1mportant “for several ‘reasons. It’s 1mportant
because we are- now'spendlng more. money in our country ‘than
\any other country by far, and we. don’t even, _guarantee that
- the ill will be taken care of.  We don’t guarantee that. our
:older Amerlcans w1ll have. thelr prescrlptlon drugs pald for
o o , :
L MORE

f
H.
}
{



.3
as part of thelr 1nsurance coverage. We don‘t guarantee that
~we will give you the care you need when you are in need of
“it. . . ) . ) H.

\ And because we are spendlng more money. than any
.other country, we are‘'taking more money from our government.
at the state and federal and local levels’ and using it for
‘health care than. for nearly any other expense. In fact, for
the first time even, the state governments spent more money
on- health care in- L993 than they spent. on education. In
addition to that, we are taking money out of the pockets of

i our. bu51nesses, both large and small

, We are’ asklng bu51nesses that do currently 1nsure
to pay a much bigger proportion of health care costs than any -
other country asks'/its :‘businesses to do. And blg business
- may be able to get better deals for health care. than small -
. businesses’ who have to, pay sometimes 35 or 40 percent: more. .

* " But all. businesses are paying more than ithey- should be if

‘they currently insure. . And businesses which do ' insure; are
at a competitive drsadvantage agalnst those bus1nesses with
whom they compete today,- who do not 1nsure.

. | .

Farm famllles are’ belng asked not only to pay
exorbltant rates for" insurance, ‘but oftentimes, at least the
‘famllles that I taﬁked to, go for a loan to’ the government or -
" the 'bank, they are told .insurance is’ one of .those expenses
that' they can do w1thout in order to get loans. They.don’t
get a hundred percent tax deductibility for the insurance
costs. they pay, and SO many of them are paying huge premlums
or not belng able to insure- sufflclently at all =
. -And thenfwe have the rather remarkable s1tuatlon in
- which ‘people in thlS communlty, ‘and- communities like it all
‘over North and. South Dakota, Minnesota and Nebraska, get up ,
every day and go. to work and work at jObS that do not provide -
health insurance, -but pay taxes that prov1de health 1nsurance
for people on welfare., :

So what we have got is a varlety of problems 1n
many dlfferent parts of the system. And I have said many
times weé have’ the flnest phy5101ans, the finest nurses, . (-
finest hospitals and clinics in the world. But we have the
stupldest flnan01ng system for health care in the world.

Now, there are a varlety of approaches about what
we can do to le what ‘is broke and preserve what works and '

i
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bUlld on it. ‘And ghere are people on thlS panel ‘who have
dlfferent ideas about what w1ll or w111 not work.

iV

What I want to do is descrlbe brlefly what the

President’s approach 1s, and try to explain it as. 51mply as

thoroughly as I can. Because, as I have said many times and
when someone asks me, "why is the President’s system so
complex," I have sdld "Well, let me ask you this: "Why

..don’t yoéu descrlbe‘how the current health care system

works, . Becausevqnce you decide. to do that, you will
reallze we could not design a more complicated system than

Under the Pre51dent’s system most Americans will
continue-to: get . thelr health care through the way that they.
currently do. - If you are on . Medicare, the. Medicare 'system .

‘will be preserved and enhanced © You will receive your health:
Care from ‘Medicare 'the way’ you do now. ' That will not change. .

i

. What we do want to ido 'is to provide. some addltlonal beneflts‘

|

to Medicare recipients 'so that you will have insurance

home. You will be|able to. have optlons like staying at home
or g01ng to adult. day care durlng the 'day, and ‘it will '

. prov1de more dlgnlty to older Amerlcans than the current
system.

H , ““ ) ' - . .o

If you recelve your health care 1nsurance now

‘through, your employers, ‘that will continue. But instead of
,‘some employers belng out there on his own, negotlatlng with .

insurance companles, or part of an assoc1at10n that trles to

get the best p0581ble ‘rate, you will be: pooled through your .

employer into much ‘larger . purchas1ng co-ops. - And that’s. the
concept that. causes some confusion 'in Washlngton.' But it.

‘never confused us in Arkansas We knew what purchas1ng co-

ops were and what they were used for. And. what .we are trylng

- to do is to createAthe same klnd of opportunlty here.;

It’s not,a new bureaucracy; rt'ls not new

,government It is |a way for'people, through businesses, and
individually 1like self employed ‘farmers, to be able to get
. the best possible bargaln in the market  place so' that for a

change, if you are|a small. business, or you are an

~ the one we currently have. We could not .create a system that
. deliberately tries to ellmlnate people more effectlvely than
,the one we currently have. _ ) S

-coverage for prescflptlon drugs, and we will begin to prov1de:

" long- term care so that you will not be forced into a nursing“
\

3

entrepreneur, or you are a rancher, you.will get the same low -

cost 1nsurance that now only government and blg bu51ness are

. MORE .



. L o entltled to get -
: S Now, one}thlng will change. And that 1s, the
B 1nsurance companles 'will be .prohibited from’ excludlng anyone
, from 'insurance coverage. You will not have to worry about a
. pre—exlstlng condltlon. You w1ll be insured. You will not .
. have to worry about discrimination in pr1c1ng based on age.
‘where because. of the way ‘the 1nsurance company prices-
-insurance, your. costs will go way up. And you will not have
to worry about llfe ~time limits. There will be no more. life-
tlme llmlts on -insurance lelCleS . , S

‘ Now, 1f you are. worklng for an- employer, as
mllllons of Americans do, ‘that does not contribute to health
insurance, then there w1ll be 'a change. Because under the
President’s’ approach he ‘'wants to be sure every American has -
‘health insurance.. And we ‘have - thought about this very hard
for a very long tlme.‘ :
: And there are only three ways to guarantee that
- every Amerlcan haslhealthflnsurance One is to advocate: a
.government run. health care system,'and others have advocated
.strongly that we have a single government system in which '
taxes will replace'the insurance costs and all 1nd1v1dua1s -
: ‘ *will be. covered That is a very 1mportant alternative that:
"4 - . . many people believe ‘in strongly. It is.what sometimes has’
. ', 'been referred to as the Canadian ‘system.-. For a number of
reasons. the President did not decide. to go in that dlrectlon.
But that 'is an honest way of ach1ev1ng guaranteed health :
coverage for everyiAmerlcan. ,

A second way of trylng to do’ that is through what -

is called an 1nd1vﬂdual mandate in which every American would -

' . be requlred to go out into the insurance marketplace. and buy
~“insurance '‘the way some states require you to buy auto-

: "insurance. We looked at that" very closely because it does

.- recogniZe ‘that: unless everybody is requlred to be in the
insurance pool, then you 'cannot be sure that everybody is
. covered, and you cannot be-sure ‘that some people will not-
contlnue to escape thelr respons1b111ty -and . other people w111
pay more than theygshould : ,

( " The . probﬂem with the 1nd1v1dual approach is that

\_many employers currently do help pr0v1de health insurance.
If it were not .obligated that they do so, but instead that
the 1nd1v1dual had{to do so, many employers understandably

would stop contrlhutlng to health 1nsurance. Also,‘lt wouldyy‘ -
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;be very dlfflcult 'as it is w1th auto ,insurance, to keep
'jtrack of  every 1nd1v1dual to make sure they d1d have

1nsurance.»'
If. we. recognlze what we would have to help pay for‘
mllllons of  people 'who.could not- afford on their own to. buy '’

;1nsurance - where would we set the cutoff? - If we set - it. at

‘people who make twﬂce as much as what poverty requires, .what.
-about the people who make a dollar more than that? = And 1f/we

.. subsidize some 1nd1v1duals but not others, aren’t we .
. providing a dlSlncentlve for those people to contlnue

" workKing? Exactly the opp081te of what we: want to achleve.

l

The thlrd way to make sure everybody has health
insurance is to do iwhat. works for 100 million. Americans now,
to malntaln prlvate 1nsurance, but to ellmlnate the
dlscrlmlnatory practlces of insurance companies and to have ,
employers and employees both contribute, but recognizing that
we have to get the costs down for small. bu51nesses, to give.
discounts 'so that. small businesses would be paylng very

"~ little for their- contrlbutlon If everybody ‘is iny,- then .
' nobody has the competltlve advantage over:anybody:else.: And )

that is the approach the President dec1ded to pursueu

If we are able to get everyone 'into’'the health care,

vsystem we will begln to be able to control the costs. But

that will ‘not be enough for many ‘parts or rural America llke

‘the states that - are represented here. We 'have to be sure.

that there is medlcal care avallable. ‘We want to give -

everyone a health securlty card so that you know You are

entltled as an Amerlcan c1tlzen, to.health care. But we
also want to be sure you have a: place to use 1t.A:

: \ So we are g01ng to do a lot of - thlngs to try to
prov1de more’ phy51olans and phy8101an assistants and. nurse
practitioners in rural .areas. We are going to be working

d‘r very hard to give extra fundlng to hospitals and clinics that

serve rural areas,,and we are going to be promotlng

"technology so that' as I have seen, a doctor in one small

town can actually hold up an x-ray that can be read. in the

'medlcal school 400‘m11es away ‘ That 1s w1th1n our. reach

if we work on‘thatﬁy ’ )

v i

So. there 'are many, many ideas in the Pre51dent’sv
plan that will help rural America. And what we are hoping is
that as this debate goes forward, each of us w1ll llsten very
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o‘,care of people. )

Tt

carefully to what people say,,to be able to cut through alrl-
- the. rhetorlc.v Listen carefully when someone ‘says they

belleve in unlversal ‘access but they don’t say coverage'or
insurance. . I° belleve in access also, but' I want to make sure
that I .can afford to access quality health care.. '.We all

. ‘have access right now to a cadillac or a Mercedes Benz, but *
that doesn't mean’ we are g01ng to be able to afford 1t.

So we need to be sure that we are talklng about theh

:rlght 1ssue, guaranteelng health care coverage to every
American. And we need to be sure that we know when: people
" run ads with, actors pretendlng 'tdé be concerned about the

Pre31dent's health;care plan, who they really represent and
what their real agenda is. Because' the truth is that if we,
do- nothlng, all the ch01ces 1n our health care system will
contlnue to decrease ‘ S

j : .
I was talklng to the phy5101an and the phy51c1an S

assistant at thefcllnlc here in Lennox who were telling me
- .that every day: they have . patlents -who. call up and say, “My
 employer. ‘just: changed the: health care. plan:and I. can.no.

longer come- to -see, you ",

The Pre51dent's plan guarantees that it w1ll be. the

jpatlent not the employer, not: the insurance company, and not
the government, - who has the real choice. about what doctors
:you choose;to see. :

We have trled in the past to achleve health care

reform and we: have]some very dlstlngulshed members of

Congress who worked very hard on this issue. . Senator Kerrey,-'

. for example, has been ‘dedicated to health care reform But,
you. know, we have’ trled and falled before.l N

T ‘ FrankllniRoosevelt thought Soc1al Securlty was the
first step and health security the second 'step. Because even’
back then he knew that if we didn’t have real health.
securlty, it:was 901ng to. cost us more than 1t should to take

| E : . N . X
: . Harry Truman trled really hard, as only Pre31dent
Truman could. ‘And’ in fact I have gone back and read some of

‘jhls speeches, ‘and they make us look real tame. He ran after
people and named names, but he couldn’t get it done because
‘the special 1nterests were arrayed agalnst him, and he ‘'wasn’t .

able to. get his. leglslatlon passed o L
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* Pre51dent leon had a very ‘far- reachlng health carei
reform proposal - very much ‘1like this President’s. It built on

‘~the employer- emplo?ee system and required employers and thelr‘

employees, just as:we do, to contribute. Every time a

", 'president, Democrat or Republican, and members of Congressf‘.

have come together [to try to deal with health care and to try

. to give every Amerlcan the 'same security that. the richest -

among us have, they ‘have been defeated. You. can seé the

‘battle lines belng drawn 1n Washlngton over this 1atest
‘1effort. ~ Lo

) The dlfference 1s,\though that this time mllllons'

of Americans understand what is at stake.» They are tired of
‘paying more and more for less choice and less. care. - They are
 tired of seeing thelr needs expand and their ‘coverage
~contract because they have a disease that makes. them

unlnsurable or ralses ‘their costs. And they are tlred as

'.bu51ness owners, of footlng the bill.

|
So- thlS year we .will- have health care reform and~1t"

“will flnally, onceland ‘for all . solve the problem:that too:
. many Amerlcans face and - that,all of us could face tomorrowsor

next year.‘ It w1ll guarantee health security now and into

the future as a rlght for Americans. Thank you, very much.

'k****
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